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ORATION.

~ Friends and Fellow-Citizens,

IN accepting the appointment to the duty of
this day, it muft be evident, that I have been
more influenced by a refpeétful deference for
the {ociety which enjoined it, than by a due
regard to my own reputation, Had I, at the
time, as much eftimated the arduouinefs of the
tafk, as 1 have fince done, 1 fhould have {oli-
cited a releale from a rath undertaking, of
which, on {ubfequent reflettion, I have more:
than once repented.

“What indeed can be more awful and impo-
{ingthan thefervice afligned tome? To addrefs
one of the moit refpeétable audiences ever af-
{fembled, on the moft {plendid Era which hif-

tory hath recorded, to commemorate which,
in language {uitable to its dignity, would re-
quire the pen of themoit claflical writer, the
tongue of the moit eloquent orator.

B On
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On a fubjett {fo awful, before an audience
fo impofing, the {peaker of flender abilities
muft fhrink with 1uft apprehenfions, and lofe
that manly confidence, {o effentizl to the cor-
redt performance of his duty.

If, on this occafion, the trembling hand,
or fanltering voice, fhould indicate the un-
feigned emotions of alarm, let not thiscx-

ordium be cenfured as a {fuperfluous apology;
but let me rather hope that it will engage your

candid indulgence to overlook the imperfecti-
ons of this dicourle, and to afcribe my ac-
ceptaiice of this {fervice, to no other motive,
than a difpofition to evince my refpect for the
{ociety which required it, and my reverence
for the day to which it 1s confecrated.

Animated then by your prefence, and up-
- borne on the pintons of this flattering hope,
my mind will {trive to {foar above the level of
its native ditlidence, and to fwell to the mag-
nitude of the lofty theme.

An advanced period of the eighteenth cen-
tury exhibited a political phenomenon, of
which lefs enlightened eras had furnifhed no
parallel.

A numerous and induftrious people, inha-
biting an immenfe territory, of various climes
and multiplied productions, poffefling all the
{tores of {cience and wealth, difplaying all
the refinements of art and elegance, fkilled
in the knowledge of government, and capa-
ble of enjoying, without abufe, the bleflings
of civil liberty, were bound by a fervile de-

pendance
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pendance to a diftant empire, from which they
were {eperated by the boundlels ocean.

To eftablifh a chain of fubjugation, their
rulers placed over them vice-roys, who gene-
rally owed their appointments more to court
favor, than to perfonal merit, and who, like
faithful thepherds, watched the tlocks intruft-
ed to their care, and either foltered or fheared
them, as beft accorded with their mafter’s
gratification: Unworthy individuals were
clothed with the {olemn garb of juitice, who
oft knew no other law than their fovereion’s
will, who ignorant of the facred dutics of
their {tation, or unmindful of its dignity,{ul-
lied the pure erminc of juftice, by the immo- -
rality of their conduct, or the unrighteoulncis
of their decrees.

" Legiflatures were conftituted, which, tho’
penerally felected from the people by fair elec-
tion, and compoled of refpeltable citizens,
yet cramped 1n thelr operations, and fettered
by the flavifh policy of diftant rulers, ignorant
of our true intereils, were, in falk, but the
mere mimicry of legiflation. To give full
efficacy to the fordid views of our owners, a
fwarm of {ubordinate myrmidons overfpread
the comtry, many of whom followed no rule
but their own intereft, and were fo far impar-
tial, that they pinndered their malfter, while
they piliaged his fubjedts,

To rivee the chain, and render the yoke ftill
more galling, the bard earnings of their ho-
neit indoftry were wrang from the coloniits,

32 by
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by impofitions and taxes, eftablifhed on’ prins
ciples incompatible with the fundamental and
indifpenfable rights of freemen.

Notwithftanding - the humiliation of this
fubjection, the colonifls, enjoying a fertile foil,
poflefling induftrious habits, and making pro-
greffive advances to wealth, were unwilling to
{fever the ties which united them to the pa-
reat country, as long as any well-founded hope
exifted of obtaining a reform of their intoler-
able - grievances: but the difpofition which
was manifefted by their rulers, not only not
to mitigate the exilting {everities, but cven to
agpravate them by extortions and claims, to
which none but flaves could {ubmit, roufed
their indignant {pirits to a noble oppofition,
As this however would have been unavailing,
without the bold aflertion of independence,
on the glorious day, which we are convened to
commemorate, they burft afunder the ignomi-
nious fhackles by which they had been en-
thralled, and by their magnanimous perfeve-
rance, and the timely aid of a powerful ally,
accomplifhed arevolution, which eftablifhed
their rights and liberties, and placed the Ame-
rican republic among the refpectable nations
of theearth. - |

In the neceflary purfuit of this great work,
the ftates in general {uffered all the miferies
which war, exafperated by the raging of the
fierceft paflions, could inflit on man. But
the citizens of this{tate partook of more than
their portion of the common diftrefls; they

indeed
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indeed drank to the very dregs of the bitter
cup of calamity.

All the horrors that could be perpetrated

by the deftructive {word of the enemy, the
defolating torch of the incendiary, or the in-

fernal tomahawk of thefavage, were heaped on
the wretched inhabitantsof this devoted {tate.
And this was not all '—<~What muft have been
the agonizing pangs of our ' patriot {tatefmen
and warriors, at various periods of the con-
flit, when unjuft fortune {cowled on their
noble efforts, and held up to their appalled
imaginations, chains heavier {till than thofe
they had juft caft off? |

Let thofe among you anfwer, who, with
honeft indignation, {faw the f{welling canvafs
of proud Albion’s fleet, advancing with exul-
tation to our port, and her viftorious {tand-
ard triumphantly waving on our wallss who
{aw the black and angry cloud, which gathered
in the ealtern herizon, gradudlly fpread. its
fable mantle to the weftern confines of the
ftate, and menacing, when it burft, to deluge
it with defolation. |

At that awful period, when every patrio-
tic bofom throbbed with alternate hopes and
tears, when many an American heart was
nearly funk down with defpair, fuddenly 2
tight, dawningin the weft, broke inupon the
gloomy {cene, the aufpicious harbinger of
brighter days, and, genialas the fun, though
inverting its courfe, advancing to the eaft with
rapidity and increafing fplendor, it foon illu-

mined
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mined the whole ftate, diflipating the clouds
of affli¢tion and defpondence, and purifying the
atmo{phere of thofe bancful milts of delpot-
Hm, which had overfpread and infeéted it.

On thereturn of the blellings of peace, the
citizens of America, {ecure in the pofleffian
of their independence, exhibited thofe traits
of genuine republicanifm, which have difap-
pointed the malevolent prediétions of their
enemies, and immortalized the canfe of liberty,

'T'he gallant heroes, who had encountered
unparalleled hardfhips, who had facrificed
their fortunes and impaired their conititutions
in their country’s defonce, had no {ooner
-{heathed their {words, than they returned,
with chearfulnefs, to their civil and private
avocations, content to relinquith military ho-
nors, the gandy decorationsof the camp, and
the pride of diftinction, for the {imple infig-
nia, and the humbler {cecnes of yprofeflional
and mechanic life.

An army of enlightened citizens (unlike
the wercenary hordes of Europe, whofe de-
predations oft render the firft years of peace
more afflitive than thie lalt of war) as {oon
as their country ceafed to call for their afhit-
ance, modcftly refumed their former walks
of wnleful induftry, and gave confpicuous
proofs that thofe are the moft ufcful to the
itate, who can {erve it inany {taticn,

But before they parted, they paid onc
bright tribute to the principles which had go-
verned, and to the friendfhip which had u]ni-

ted
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ted them. This patriotic band of brethren,
entwined their laurels in a fympathetic wreath,
the {ymbol of their fraternal love, the emblem
of their paft, the pledge of their future fer-
vices. Candor fhall ever fhield it from the
attacks of injuftice ; gratitude fhall water it
with her tears, and cherifh it in her bofom
from the chills of malevolence; long may it
flourifh! and when thofe who formed it fhall
be no more, may it be the noble ftimulus,
and the proud reward of their, fucceflors.

'The exemplary conduét of the American
fair, during this arduous ftruggle, has been
the grateful theme of many an enccmiait.
~ ohall 7 not do injuftice to their merits,
fhould 7 attempt what has keen already re-
corded by the faithful hifterian, and pour-
trayed by the animated bard, with the enecr-
gy of truth, and the warmth and beanty of
colouring ? Apprehenfive that I may injure
the impreflion of others, in vainly endeavor-
Ing to improve it, yet anxious, that on a day,
facred to {cenes, in which their patriotic vir-
tues were {o pre-eminent, even my feeble tri-
bute fhould render homage to fo much excel-
lence, T muft recal to your recollection, the
courzgeous and dignified part zkey bore, in
thofe gloomy moments, which tried the fouls
of men.

Ever faithful to their country’s caufe, they
withftood the fhocks of the raging tempefl,
with an heroifm, which aftonithed, while
it difmayed their focs: like rallying points,

they
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they recalled their deprefled countrymen to

"~ defperate acts of valour, when {inking under
accumulated calamities ; with an elafticity of
foul, always fuperior to the preflure of events,

they were borne down by no difafter—they-
were difheartened by no defeat.

Encountering with alacrity the leverities
of every feafon, deprived of comforts to
which from their cradle they had been accui-
tomed, wearing the {miles of contentment
on their countenances, while the pangs of
orief were deeply planted in their hearts,
they cheered the drooping Ipirits of their
countrymen, and animated them, by their
magnanimous example, to purfue, without
murmurs, the thorny paths of war.  And,
1] more to their honor, they thus eflentially
advanced, and accelerated the revoiutionary
movement, without in the leaft departing
from the appropriate delicacy of their fex.

T heir hands were never polluted by the
torch of the incendiary, or the dagger of the
aflaffin 3 their arms were never {tained by the
blood of their enemies.

Nature, indeed, conftructed not the female
hand, to wield the warrior’s fword—but to
{fmooth the pillow of the wounded hero—to
pour the balm of comfort into the foul of the
prifoner, andto convert his chains into flow-
ery wreaths., 7 hewr eyes were not formed to
roll with the favage fury of the fanatic; but
to melt with forrow at the poor captive’s tale,

and {hed the benign rays of commileration on
his
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his ploomy cell.  Thesr voice was not defigh=
ed to howl imprecations and blafphemies—-
but to footh the affli¢ted with the gentle note
of {ympathy, or animate the difheartened

with the dignified fentiments of virtuous cour-
ApC. |

Thefe, ye lovely daughters of Columbis,
are amongft your patriotic duties! And thd’
you are excluded from a participation. in our
political inftitutions, yet nature has alfo af-
{ipned to you valuable and {alutary rights,
which are beyond even their control.

To delight, to civilize, and to ameliorate
mankind—to exercife unlimited {way over our
obedient hearts, zkcfe are the precious rights.
of woman! 'That Almighty power, who
made you neceflary to onr happinefs, endow-
ed you with them, and grateful man, who
acknowledges their aufpicious influence, will
never deny them. ,

On the departure of the enemy, it was ex-
pected that peace would have brought in her
train all thofe bleflings which we had fondly
anticipated from her return: The completc
pofleflion of our country, was alone deemed
fufficient to infuré to us internal order, exter-
nal refpect, and national union. But the pain-
ful experience of feveral years evinced, that
fomething yet remained to be done, before
we could enjoy that pablic happinefs, to {e-
“ cure which fo many lives, and fo much trea-
fure had been lavithed. It was difcovered,
that valour alone could not preferve thoft

C rights
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rights which it had acquired, that without
the proteltion of eflicient government, and
the {trong barriers of conftitutional reftraints,
the bleflings of liberty, which had been ob-
tained by one revolution, would foon be
{fwept away by another, that liberty, without
the ftrong curb of rational government, was
only a licenfe to the ftrong to trample on the

weak, an authority to the profligate to pluns
der the honeit,

The evils which flowed from a relaxed
ftate of {ociety, and an unbraced government,
the fymptoms of a rapid decay, which were
every where vifible, announced a {peedy dif~
{olution of the little union, which {till held
the {tates together, and of the little govern-
ment which {till glimmered in each. Navi-
gation and commerce were declining, private
faith was proitituted without {fhame—public
credit was a mere chimera—the conneltion
of the {tateshung by a thread—America, as
a nation, had {carce a name ‘abroad, and
{carce deferved one at home.

"Thofe who had cherifhed the fondeit hopes
of profperity from {uccefs in war, faw in
peace, with inexprefiible anguifh, that the
fair fruits of our glorious revolution were
about to be blighted in the bud, and zealoul-
ly employed theirtalents and influencein rear-
ing up a conflitution which might preferve
and perpetuate them,

Amorng the wonders which no human re-

learch can fathom, even in thofe days, with
all
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all the miferies of anarchy before our eyes,
there were {till to be found political {pecula-
tifts, who deriving their ideas of govern-
ment from abftract theorems, and eftimating
man more by what he ought to be, than what
he is, wifhed to eret an Utopian conttitution
on a {fandy bafis, in which the wild paflions
of demagogues, and groupes of reftlefs and
noify zealots, unchecked and uncontroled,
were to be {ubftituted to the enlightened and
refponfible judgment of the conftituted au-
thorities; in which the Jegzflature, unprotedt-
ed, and expofed to the {torms of faltious af-
{cmblages, were to be {wayed by the flutua-
ting caprices of a giddy throng; the executive,
crouching and {ubfervient, tohave lefs pow-
er than the ambitious and intriguing chief of
a felf-created junto; and the judiciary, total-
ly dependant on the paffions of a popular
branch, to be the {ervile tools of a few lead-
ing rulers; where the whole nation, in fhort,
would have been minced up into ten thoufand
little clubs, uiurping all the powers of govern-
ment, and generating {o many jarring elements
of perpetual faction, difcord, and oppreflion.

Had one half of the monftrous dreams of
thefe Utopians been realized, this rifing em-
pire, inftead of difplaying that {plendid [cene
of order and profperity, which has made it
the alylum of {ome nations, and the admira-
tion of all, would long ago have beena prey
to foreign dominion, or inteftine commotions,
relembling thofe tremendous voicanos, which,

G 2 contalning
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containing within their bowels the {eeds of de-
ftrution, are firft fhook to the centre with in-
ternal convulfions, and then fend forth a fiery
torrent, which proftrates evey obftacle to its
fury, and marks its courfe with defolation and
horror.

Sacred manes of our departed heroes! Was
it for this ye fhed your precious blood? Was
it to lay the foundation of eternal mifery for
your country, that ye endured unparalleled
diftrefles, and overcame innumerable difficul-

ties? WWhen you annihilated a monarchy,
which was the tyranny of one, wasit to fub-
ftitute an anarchy, the worft tyranny of thou-

{fands? No—you nobly expoled your valuable
lives, to leave to your fellow-citizens, the

fair inheritance of freedom, attuned by well
modulated government, of republicanifm, mo-
dified by thofe laminous principles, and poifed
by thofe indifpenfable ballances, which allow
ungovernable licenfe to none, but lccurea fa-
Jutary proteétion to all.

In overturning the hideous throne of dei-
pot{fm, it was your ardent wifh to eftablifh
on its ruins the beautiful temple of liberty—
But it wasnot that miftaken liberty, which,
ereCted on the tottering bafis of a theoretic
inftability, is unable to protelt itfelf from the
affaults of faCtion, but that, which, raifed on
the everlafting principles of order, and con-
{olidated by the maturing hand of experience,
will endure for ages; it was not that liberty,
which runs wild in the enthufiaftic puriuit of

| vifionary
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vifionary fpeculations, but that, which obeys
the fober and enlightened ditates of calm re-
fleGtion ; not that, which quickly degenerates
into a licentioufnefs, fubverfive of morality,
religion, and juftice, but that, which, by che-
rithing them all, eftablifhes, under their au-
fpices, the public happinefs.

That all-wife and overruling providence,
which fo confpicuoudly ftretched forth its
helping hand in the days of our afiliction,
would not fuffer fo much patriotic blood to
flow in vain, fo many great achicvements to
go unrewarded.

It wasrecorded in heaven, that from the no-
ble foundation, which had been laid in fomuch
olory, and cemented with the pure blood of
{o many patriot citizens, fhould arife a {plen-
did edifice, the {acred depofitory and preferver
of our rights.

After a {evere experience of the evils of
diforganization, the American people, with
an accord, little fhort of unanimity, refolved
to eftablifh an efhicient conftitution, contain-
ing principles powerful enough to guarantee
the duration of republican exiftence, and to
thelter itfelf from the capricious or defigning
innovations of fadtion or ambition.

Here again my enlightened countrymen ex-
hibited one of thofe wonderful {cenes, which
none but republics can difplay, none but re-
publicans, like them, can imitate ;—a whole
nation aflembled, as it were, on their grand
political ftage, difcufling with temper, and

deciding
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- deciding without tumult, on the mighty 1i-
mits which were to confine their ations, and
on the portions of liberty, which individuals
and ftates were willing to furrender for the ge-
neral good, and fettling, for pofterity, the
long contending claims of liberty and law.
They {anctioned the great charter of union,
which had been happily accommodated to the
confli¢ting interelts of a diverfified and exten-
{ive empire; they reared the noble {tructure,
the fair Temple of Liberty.

From a broad and {ubftantial bafis arife
fixteen columns, conneéted and adjufted with
{fuch fitnefs and {fymmetry, as to pleafe the
judgment, and afford to each other recipro-

cal folidity. On thefe columns is placed a
magnificent dome, combining them in a beau-
tiful unity, ftrengthening, yet fupported by
them, but deriving its main ftrength from
that fubftantial bafe, on which the columns
themfelvesrepofe. On each column is a me-
dallion, on which are infcribed, -in everlaft-
ing chara&ers, the gallant deeds of Colum-
bia’s worthies; thefe are decorated with lau-
rel garlands, which expanding from one co-
lumn to the other, encircle the whole, form-
ing at onice their ornament and {trength.
High on the pinnacle of the dome, ftands
Columbiz’s favorite fon, the effulgent emana-
tion of the people, elevated on the {fummit
of the temple, as a faithful mirror, to repre-
{ent toevery part the refleCted will of the
whole, as the public organ, to promulgate

the
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the concentered voice of the nation, as the
vigilant centinel, placed in the higheft watch
tower, to found the alarm when danger me-
naces.

This ftately edifice, the pride of America,
the envy and admiration of the world, isthe
valuable depofitory of our independence and
happinefs. Unlike the mouldering temples
of antiquity, by a {fublime difcovery of human
policy and modern ingenuity, it contains,
within itlelf, the regenerating feeds of eter-
nity, caftingoff, from time to time, the im-
purities of degeneracy, and the decrepitude
of age, andrenovating itfelf with all the vi-
gorous fanity of its original excellence. |

From time and age alone, it fears not
diflolution. But what can refift the fierce af-
faults of man? Alas! the ftrongeflt monuments
of {tone and brafs have oft been levelled in
the dudt by his unbridled fury.

Sufier not then, my fellow-citizens, the
wanton attacks of a capricious unfteadinefs,
or the 1nveterate rage of mifguided anarchy,
to fhake one pillar of this precious fabric!
guard it with enthufiaftic affc@ion, defend it
with a holy zeal.

Shall 1gnorant Mahometans make a ram-

part of their bodies around the filly ftandard
of an impoltor, and drain the laft drop,of their
blood to preferve it from hoftile hands? And
thall enlightened Americans permit the facred
{tandard of their conftitution to be wrefted

from them by the unhallowed hands of facti-
on’

\
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on? Shall they fuffer the fanCuary of theit

rights to be invaded, and the palladium of
their independence to be proftrated by the
lawlefs fons of anarchy?

No—thofe eyes which gliften with lively
{enfibility-—thofe animated “countenances,

which glow with noble ardour, the faithful
interpreters of your hearts, are the fureft

pledges of your fteady zeal.

Nor is this {entiment of limited extent;
like the bleflings which have flowed from the
conftitution, it is univerfally {preading over
this extenfive country.

Already have we beheld, with pride and
exultation, the virtuous and fuccelsful efforts
of patriotiim, againit the audacious defigns
of profligacy and ignorance. Ina fifter flate,
deeds have been performed, which claim the
warmelt tribute of applaufe; deeds, which
have more effetually deftroyed the calumnies
of prejudice againft republicani{m, than vo-
lumes of fine {pun theories. At the call of
the {fupreme magiftrate, we have {een thou-
{ands of our countrymen, crouding around
the ftandard of the laws, to undsrgo the dif-
trefles of a {fevere march, at an inclement
{feafon. Opulent citizens, difufed to fatigue,
{purned the comforts of habitual eafe, to en-
dure the toils of war, in a rugged and moun-
tainous country ; they inftantly forgot the
{weets of focial and domeftic enjoyment, and
the profits of profeflional life 5 they remem-

bered nothing but the outrage to the laws,
and



X7

and the neceflity of vindicating them s they
rufhed to the field, they refcued the federal
edifice from the meditated attacks The lit-
tle ftorm, which had aflailed it, only {erved
to {ettle it more firmly on its ftrong founda-
tion, and to fix its roots ftill deeper in the

hearts of the people. Shall fuch virtuous {a-
crifices expire in filent oblivion? Gratitude

forbidsit: thefe patriotic exploits, which have
confolidated our rights, fhall be engraved in
prominent chara&ters, on one of the largeft
columns of the temple, and fhall {hine con-
{picuoudly befide thoie heroic achievements,
which firft {ecured them, without difparage-
ment from their {uperior luftre.

The federal dome is then unperifhable; but
though that is happily compofed of ever-du-
rable materials, the illuftrious charadter, now
“placed onits {ummit, is, alas, doomed tounder-
gothe common fate of mortal man. But let me
paufe l—Ought I to interrupt the bright {cenes
of this feftive jubilee with the gloomy antici-
pations of, perhaps, a far remote event? In
{pite of every effort to difmifs them, they
will intrunde.  Inreviewing the great events
of the war, and the revolution they produced ;
in calting our eyes over the brilliant profpetts
of peace, could we efcape the mental fight
of Wafhington at every glance? to trace
his agency in both might perhaps fubjet a co-
temporary to the charge of adulation but
his deeds will hereafter form the favorite
theme of every revolutionary feftival. In

D reflelting
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reflecting on his ufeful fervices, and his valias

ble lite, can we exclude the melancholy fore-
bodings which his fubjedon to the inevitable
law of nature muft excite? Can we, even on
this joyous occafion, avert our minds from
the profpelt of that fatal day, when all Ame-
rica, covered with the mantle of grief, fhall
- droop over the grave of their departed friend:
when the funeral pall of Columbia’s pride,
like a dark and ominous cloud, fhall over-
{pread this now happy land ¢

Generous and grateful Americans can never
forget hisiervices; and though, from the dif-
ficulty of purfuing, in this vaft and diverfifi-
ed empire, a {y{tem, accommodated to all opi-
nions, fome murmurs kave from time to time
appeared, they have quickly vanifhed before
the voice of reafon. '-

The pinnacle of the dome mult, from its
height, fometimes collet the tranfient clouds
of difcontent around it ; but the pure breath
of juftice foon difpels them, and leaves itsluftre
more refulgent : thus, even the fun's bright
beams are at timcs eclipfed 3 but they i{oon
burft forth again with undiminifhed radiance.”

To juitly appreciate the many bleflings de-
rived from the revolution, it only requires
that you fhould recolleét your former abject
condition ; toeftimate fairly the benefits re-
{ulting from the federal conftitution, it is on-
iy neceflary to recur back to the chaotic pert-
od between the clofe of the war, and the

commencement

* Therc was a partial eclipfe of the fun, on the 4th
of July, which was vifible jult beforc {un-fet.

%
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commencement of its operation ¢ to love and
cherifh your country, and to be grateful for
all the advantages you enjoy, you have only
to caft your eyes for a-moment on the nations
of the other hemifphere, and turning them
haftily back, to fix them at home. - A juft
comparifon of thele relative fituations, did
time permit, would be pleafing to the fpeaker,
interefting to the audience, and appropriate
to the day : but it difplays fuch a {pacious
field of admiration, that itisimpofiible toenter
onitatprefent. I fhall therefore content myfelf
with a concie review of their {everal cha-
racteriftics. I have already detailed the con-
dition 1n which you were before the revolu-
tion, in which all your rights were depen-
dant on the caprice of others, your commerce
enthralied, and the earnings of your induof*
try at the difpofal of your enemies: You
now enjoy complete political and religious
treedom—your flag is difplayed in every quar-
ter of the globe—-your commerce is courted
by the moft powerful nations, and not a far-
thing can be taken from vour pockets but by
your own conient. -

In the interval between the peace and the
operation of the prefent conftitution, the
laws were relaxed, government was nearly
diffolved, and you {uifzred all the varions
evils already enumerated. Government is
now efficient, the laws are reipefted, public
and private faith are reitored, our refources

D2 are
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are flourithing, and our credit and chara&m
as a ration, {land higher than ever.

The contraﬁ between moit of the other
nations of the world and our own, is more
prominent and flattering {till; for, on the
one {ide, we {ee nothing but defpotifin, anar-
chy, wars, ruoin, taxation, perfidy, maffa-
cres, and every national fcourge; on the
other, liberty, peace, order, induftry, and
cvery pofiible ingredient of public profperity
and private happmcfs . Asa {tate, we poflefs,
in a luxuriant climate, a prolific {oil, renew-
ing annually its treafures, which no time can
exhauft ; a {ea port, which, during that in-
clement {eafon, when the northern fhores are
bound in icy fetters, commands nearly an ex-
clufive navigationj an enterprifing {pirit,
which, among other improvements, 1S open-
ing thofe channels of wealth, too long ob-
{truted, which will form a precious bond of
union with our weltern brethren. Asa mem-
ber of the g¢reat confederatea republic,
aMmong Our NUMErous and exclufive advantages,
is the vaft variety of climate, {oil, and pro-
ductions ; yet all under the fame mild and
equal government fecuring to every part,
freedom and happinefs. Inthe old world, if
the inhabitant of the north be compelled, by
a decayed frame, to {feek in fouthern climes,
under a more genial fun, a fhelter from the
ruce wintry blafls, or the debilitated native
of the {outh require the bracing of the nor-

thern
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thern air, each muit relinquifh the goverp-
ment, laws, religion and habits, to which
he has been accuftomed from his youth, and
expofe himfelf to all the embarrafiments of
an alien fociety, and an unknown dialet :
but here, the citizens, bordering on the St.
Mary’s, or the St. Croix, on the Atlantic,
or the Ohio, may mutually interchange their
homes, and {eek the benefits of a more friend-
ly clime; and each fhall find in every region,
equal liberty and jult laws, a foltering go-
vernment, the {ame people, the {ame language,
the fame religion.

To commemorate all thefe bleflings, the
day,* which gave birth to our independence,
and marked the grand Era of our political

emancipation, has been fet apart, as a day
of

* The Fourth of July has aiways heen celebrated
as the anniverfary of our independence; but the
vote of congrefs dec/aring the colonies independant,

ﬁajéd on the Jecond of ?ﬁgy. It appears from the journals
of congrefs, that, on sbat day, ¢ Congrefs refumed the

“ confideration of the refolution, reported from the
““ commaittee of the whole, which was agreed to as fol-
““ lows,~—:¢¢ Refolved, that thefe United Cojonies are,
““ and of right ought to be, free and independent ftates,
‘“ that they are abfolved from all allegiance to the Bri-
tith crown, and that all political connexion between
“ them and the ftate of Great-Britain is, and ought to
““ be, totally diffolved.” 'The inftrument, calicd the
Declaration of Independence, was then referred to a com-
mittee of the whole, and after having been confidered
on that day, and on the 3d and 4th, was, on the gth,
reported from the committee of the whole, agreed to

by congrefs, and figned by the members.

€C
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of general feftivity, throughout the United
States,

On this moft aufpiciouns day all labor is fuf-
pended, and every heart yields to the deli-
ciots effufions of joy and gratitude.

Vhat unutterable fentiments muft throng
in every bolom, at the varied reflections
wki h it fo powerfully infpires?

As to mylelf, when 1 bchold the united
{focieties of {tatefmen, whofe counfeis plan-
ned, and of veterans, whole valor achieved,
our happy deliverance, the approved magi-
{trates of the people, the reverend minifiers of
the gofpel, thefage oracles of the law, and a
chofen band of citizen {oldiers, exhibiting an
interefting piture, enriched and ftudded with
the fparkling gemsof beauty ; when 1iee them
here aflociated, in {weet communion, thus
entwining the olive branch of icience, with
the laurels of victory and the rofes of beauty,
thus offering a patriotic chaplet, to be confe-
crated on the altar of liberty, in-the temple
of. God, my emotions almolt overpower me;
and when we reflet, that from one extremi-
ty of this vaft empire to the other, thoufands

and tens of thoufands, necarly at this very
moment, are offering up in choral gratula-
tions and in joyful hofannas to the throne of
their benefactor, their heartfelt tribute and
pious incenfe of adoration and gratitude for
the bleflings of freedem; the contemplation
muft fll every mind with undefcribable ¢x-

tacy !
Eow
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tow different, how difgufting, in the
fight of that righteous being, are the impi-
ous {olemnities of the crowned defpots and
deftroyers of the human race, the {olemn
mockeries of thofe monfters, who, after the
favage butchery of thoulands of their fellow-
men, vplifting to heaven their atrocious hands,
ftill reeking with the blood of {laughtered he-
catombs, profane the holy rights of religion,
by invoking, on the altars of God, a blefling
for the facrifices, immolated on the Qltars of
Moloch ! |

Founders of the revolution! Members of
a fociety, inftituted to preferve, in their na-

tive purity, the valuable principles it created,
to you is entrufted a {acred depofit: reverence

and cherifh it; {uffer not thefle fair fruits of
your patriotic wifdom, to be either choaked
by the rank weeds of licentioufnefs, or blight-
ed by the mildews of defpotifm: ever keep
in remembrance, that in a juft equilibrium
of therights of the people, and the energy of
the laws, confiils the eflence of true republi-
cani{m ; in protelting the rzghts of your fellow-
citizens, never forget to inculcate their dusies.

Affociated veterans! whofe f{words, after
delivering us from an odious vaflalage, now
leep in filence, in their peaceful {cabbards,
where the bright poliih of a well-earned glory
preferves them from the ruft of time, to you
we look as the protectors of that depofit, as
the guardians of our national honor. Should
the injultice of other nations drag us relud-

ant
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ant from the paths of peace, we confidently
anticipate a renewal of thofe exploits, which
crowned us with fuccefs, and youx with glory.

To avenge your country’s wrongs, your
{words will leap from their {cabbaids, and
you will fly to its defence, with the impetu-
ofity of the noble bird, whole towering and
undaunted {pirit forms the charateriftic pro-
totype of your order.

And you, valuable citizens, enrolled in
arms, under the banners of liberty and law,
fhould your country’s danger call forth your
valorous exertions, the recorded deeds of thofe
among you, whole age permitted them to
fhare in the glorious ftruggles of the ficld, and
the {miles of approving bkeauty, will confti-
tute your incentive and your reward. Your
- fellow-citizens gratefully acknowledge the
exalted merits of your afiociation in war, and
your praife-worthy condudt in peace, in affift-
ing the maintenance of public order. The
difintere{ted and adtive fervices of fuch well-
organized and felet corps, ciitinguifhed for
their courage and patriotiim, always ready to
proteét the liberties and properties of their
countrymen, demand the encomiums of a
better panegyridt.

Can we, on this day, which {o imperioufly
calls forth all the finer {enfibilities of benevo-
lence, forget theinterefting revoiution of our
republican ally? No! She claims a place in
our feftivals, as fhe poffefles one in our fym-
pathies. Through the whole ot her .{'evere

trials,
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trials, thofe fympathies have catfed that eb-
bing and flowing of alternate grief and joy,
which refulted from the various and dubious
events of the conflit. - While in purfuit of
a rational freedom, we have a// triumphed
in the fuccefs of her magnanimous exertions;
while purfuing an imaginary phantom, thro’
{eas of kindred blood, we have deplored their
aberrations from the path$ of political truth.
Through the wondrous meandrings of her
{ftupendous revolution, how have we rejoiced
to fee her combating and cruthingthe hydraof
herantient defpotifm? How have we mourned
to {ee the brilliant profpect oft o’erclouded, and
the hydra of popular tyranny {pringing up in
its place, to fee political fanaticifim and intol-
erance fucceeding to religious bigotry, and po-
litical heretics maflacred with more zeal and
fury, than had ever difgraced the inquifition
and the rack ; to fee, inthe nervous language
of Vergniaud, virtue ariftocratized to tram-
ple onit without fhame, and vice democratiz-
ed to commit it with impunity; to fee heca-
tombs of innocent viflims facrificed on the
fhrines of ambition, or{laughtered to fatiate
the fell paffions of revenge; to fee the very
principles of mechaniim ingenioufly improved,
and barbaroufly proftituted, to expedite the
deftruction of the human race.

In tracing the rife and progrefs of this afton-
ifhing revolation, the humane American muft
wifh to draw a veil over the mournful {cenes,
which have tarnifhed f{o bright an epoch of

E modern
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modern tiftory. Buthavenot eventhey their
ufe? Will they not imprefs on our minds, more
forcibly than all the precepts of moralifts, the
dire effelts of the proftration of rcligion, go-
vernment, and law? Will they not fhew s,
that even 1n countries confidered as the freeft,
the molt atrocious adts are too often perpe-
trated, under the mafk of patriotifm, and by
the pretended apoftles of liberty?

Hear then what wearc told by a cotomporary
witnefs of unqueftionable authority
but my faultering
voice rcfules its aid to {o painful 2 tefk, and
my feelings compel me to rej=& the difmal
narrative! I—

At the recital of {uch atrocities, human na-
ture {tands confounded. Should they be here-
after recorded by the faithful hiftorian, Liber-
ty, appalled, will turn from them with horror,
and outraged Humanity, in tears, will {natch
the crimioned page from the polluted volume.

Fortunaely for the caule of liberty, this
murderous defolation was too violent to be of
long continuanccy the generous {piiit of a
great and infuited people was foon rouled to
vindicate the nation from its grievous opprel-
fion; the popular tyrants were overthrown,
the dire {anguinocracy was deitroyed, the
reign of moderation and juftice was reftored;
thole ferocious and execrable monfters, who
had, without law or pretence, filled France
with blocd and ruins, were arraigned before
the bar of national juftice; the hopes of true

republicaniim

L
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republicanifm were revived, law and govern-
ment refumed their empire, and the united
{tandards of liberty and humanity were planted
on {moaking ruins and mangled limbs, amidit
the {miles and acclamations cf a happy people,
andﬁ the Joud plandits of approving nations.
On this proud day, while we exult in our
own fair profpets, fhall we not drop a tear
over the forrows of unfortunate Poland? In
boafling of the virtues of a #afhingteu, thall
we forget thofe of a Kofeiufkoe No—It would
difhonor a day, confecrated to the bold {trug-
oles of freemen, and to the bright virtues of
their chiefs.
- At atime, when the domineering {pirit of
haughty courts planned the infamous conqueft
of Poland, to divide its {poil among rapacious
princes, when the internal impotency of feu-
dal vaffalage feemed to facilitate the approach
of the barbarous hordes, and to {urreuder hey
to their infatiable fangs; at that vapropitious
moment, amid{t the darkneis of this profpect,
~ Kofciufko arofe with the energy of a hero and
an infulted freceman, {trong in the principles
he had imbibed in our regions. He felr his
country’s wrongs, he raliied his fellow-citizens
around the itandard of national rights, he
{hook off the galling yoke of imperial {lavery.
How glorious the enterprize! With what joy
did we hear the found of *“ Poland in arms”?
Koiciufko, the difciple of Wallhington, was
hailed as the deliverei of his country, ana en-
rolled with the worthies of antiquity.. With
E 2 what
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what anxious expeftation did we await the
decifion of this great event? At one moment
the clouds of tyranny were difperfed, and the
{un of approaching vittory darted a few fcat-
tered rays over the Polifh hemifphere. Alas!
how fhort the delufion! The fky was foon
again o’ercaft, the bright Aurora of hope was
darkened, the clouds thickened, and the threat-
ened tempeft burft with redoubled fury on
that devoted country: The irrefiftable vete-
rans of the north rufhed 1n like a flood, the
Polith ranks were {wept away, and Koiciufko
vanquifhed, a prifoner, and in chains! The
tyrants triumph, and rifing freedom bends be-
neath the blaft of power!!

Unhappy, but magnanimous Kofciuko!

freemen will never ceafe to figh for your de-
liverance from an ignominious bondage ; and

 when the mortal fhaft fhall cut the thread of
life, the tears of Americans fhall embalm
your memory, and the fun of glory fhine
upon your tomb.

Brave, but unfortunate Poles! on this day,
{o aufpicious to our liberty, united America
raifes her fervent prayers to heaven, to con-
found the defigns of your oppreflors, and re-
{ftore you emancipated to your native rights.

But, in thus fympathizing with that ill-
fated country, can we forbear exclaiming,
“ Happy is thy lot, Columbia, who, with
fome f{acrifices, haft efcaped the calamities,
which other nations are fuffering from fero-

cious, bloody, and defolating contefts, and
NOW
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now enjoyelt, in peace and profpe}*ity, a re-
publican government of the people’s choice.

Happy Americans! let not intemperate paf-
fions, or mifguided zeal tear from you the
bleflings you poflefs. Purfue, with a firm .ﬁe?,
and fteady mind, the path of national digni-
ty and happinefs ; fuffer not yourfclves to be
ieduced from it by artful and enfharing ap-
peals to your honor and fenfibility. By the
wifdom of your policy, let the world know,
that when America wages war, it is not
through a falie pride, a blind paffion, or the
mad ambition of conqueft; but becaufe the

outraged dignity of the nation calls aloud for

vengeance ; not through a wanton infolence,
but to preferve thofe eflential rights, without

which, death itlelf would be a bleffing. Let

the world know, thatif America is {olicitous
for peace, it is not becaufe the is weak or timid,
but becanfe fhe is animated by moderation,
jultice and humanity, Her valour and fuccefs
In her late {truggle, have fixed her chara@er
on a {olid and permanent bafe: while her
brows are girt with the laurels of victory,
her hands cannot be tarnifhed by the olive
branch of peace.—Refle& that the {pirit of
liberty is compofed of wifdom, as well a5 of
boldnefs ; that it is expofed equally to dan-
ger, when it dares too much, as when it dares
too little. "This principle, which will bear
the teft of ferutiny, has direfted the Ameri-
can councils to check and reftrain thofe paf-

fions,



30

ilons, the free operation of which has oft
produced the wreck of empires.

Should you, therefore, my fellow-citizens,
in thofe moments of exalted paffion, which
make a mockery of prudence, be urged to
abandon the pleafant and profperous paths of
peace, let me implore you to ponder well
and ferioufly, before you revive thofe afflic-
tive {cencs, which are itill recent in your
memory, before you tear open thofe wounds,
but juft {car’d over, and renew thofe adts of
defolation, of which the dreary ruins, ftill
{cattered over the country, are durable and
awful teftimonies. Callon the advocates of
war to point out the advantages which are to
indemnify you, for a {late of iociety, which
lets loofe all the favage and brutal paflions of
man, and then drives him forth to butcher
thofe he does not even know; which ftains
the fair fields of plenty with human gore, and
changes {cenes of luxuriance into a barren
wildernefs; which either proitrates, or con-
verts the calm retreats of {cience and the fa-
cred temples of the Almighty, into the pol-
juted haunts of howling bealts, Examine
well, if genuine patriotifin alone again invites,
to darken this {miling land with the funereal
cyprefs, and to enlarge the fad {phere of Wi-
dowed and fatherlefs diftrefs, to convert the
peaceful vehicles of commerce, which whi-
ten the ocean, into the bloody caverns of

death; to fubititute, in fhort, poverty for
wealth,
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wealth, famine for abundance, anarchy fof
order, perfidy for faith, andto exchange the
tranquil enjoyments of {ocial harmony, for
the miferies of f{ieges, the f{uftenance of pu-
trid carcales, and the fight of mutilated
limbs. Remember well, that war, the dire
fcourge of other nations, is a calamity pecu-
liarly grievous to America. A nation, chief-
ly of induftrious yeomanry, war is not our
trade. ~ While many of the fovereigns of
Furope can, ata nod, call forth myriads of
ufelefs vaflals, trained up for flanghter, the
very bloodhounds of war, we muft tear from
the plough the valuable citizen; when we
bring into the field of death, our ufeful far-
mers to oppole their lives to tranfatlantic
hirelings, do we wage war on equal terms?
Can there be any comparifon between the in-
fulated mercenary on the one fide, and the
father of a family on the other, whofe nu-
merous offspring require his foftering hand?
Thelofs of the one is {carcely felt, and ea-
ily replaced; that of the other leaves a wide-
ipreading 2ffi%ion to his family, his friends,
his country.

Before we engage in war, which once em-
barked in, willbe carried on with 2l] the fe-
rocity, which the bittereft paffions can cxcite,
et us reflet on the torrents of blood which
will be thed, the blood of our moft afeful ci-
tizens, the blood of our dearefl relatives and
iends 5 let me appeal to the fenitbility of
w10ie, whele miferable deftiny it hasever been

£0
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to experience the pangs, which wrung their
hearts, at the hard and cold grafp of an ex-
piring friend, whofe bofoms have been chilled
by the laft figh, the farewell look, the con-
vullive groan of departing life, and they muit
paule before they involve their country in
{cenes of human carnage; they will reflect,
that of the thoufands of their fellow-citizens,
whowould fallin the blood {tained fields, there
is not one, who would not leave behind a pa-
rent, a child, a wife, or a friend, to bewail
his untimely fate ; they will, if their hearts
be not {eared and deadened to every princi-
ple of philanthrophy, confels that peace ought
to be cherithed with the moit anxious care,
and war, that fcourge of humanity, never
reforted to, butin the neceflary defence of ef-
{fential rights.

But are we then to fubmit without end to
repeated and flagrant infults, in order to a-
void thefe deplorable confequences of war?
I truft thefe obfervations will not be mifinter-
preted into a defign to benumb that national
{enfibility, the palladium of our honor and
our invaluable rights, or to flacken thatfacred
fire of patriotifm, which ought ever to burn
bright on the altars of our country: they
are only calculated to put you on your guard
agaihft an evil genius always ftirring abroad,
and to check that too lively irritation, which
miftaking ill-founded prejudices for natio:l:xal
dienity, and dangerous preferences for patrics
tifm, does not make due allowances for the

peculiar



33

peculiar {ituation of Europe, and its inevitgs
ble eftets. |

When the great and powerful nations of
the world are grappling with each other, in
a furious and dreadful conflit, when all their
moft fanguinary and vindi¢tive paffions are en-
gaged in mutual defolation, it is perhaps ex-
pecting more than hiftorical experience will
juftify, that our nation, though in a f{tate of
declared and acknowledged neutrality, fhould
maintain the delightful calms of peace un-
difturbed, and enjoy all our neutral privileges
unimpaired.

When the ocean hasbeen convulfed by the
raging warfare of theelements, the effeéts of
the tempeft arefeltat a diftanceby the heaving

undulations, which agitate the peaceful bark,
oliding through unruffled waters in a f{erene
horizon.

‘Which of uswould expet to efcape unin-
jured, were we to interpofe in a combat, wa-

ged by the parties with unbridled fury? Who
among us would be {furprized, if at the mo-

ment when ungovernablé rage had expelled
from the mind every veftige of reafon, one

of the combatants, foured by difappointment
and defeat, fulpecting an intrufive interference,
fhould addrefs us in the harfh language of re-

proach, or charge us with hoftile views?
Would any one, in fuch circumftances, be

jultificd, inthe eye of fober reafon, in be-
coming a party in the confli® ? The fame paf-
fions, which agitate the minds of individuals,

F -f too
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too generally diret the councils of nations,

Ought we then to be {furprized, if the dread-
ful war, which rages between nations, with
whom we have fuch extenfive relations,

fhould be produétive of a2 tempm ary inconve-
nience and a partial injury ¢

Let it moreover be remembered, that at
thefe critical periods, there is a contagious

quality in the vindiftive paflions of others,
which fheds a baneful and poifonous influence

over our happy {oil ; that paffions and preju-
dices hence {pring up among ourfelves, and
foon grow to maturity, foftered by individu-
al prepofleflions or antipathies ; thefe, by ex-
citing fenfibilities, which would otherwife be
dormant, natur ally engender feverith irrita-
tions, prefentmg to our heated imaginations,
2 thoufand phantoms, which, under other
circumftances, would never have alarmed us.

T will not, as fome have done, attribute
that reftlefnefs, which difplays itfelf on thefe
occafions, to fordid ambition, @ thirft for
gain, or to a natural delight in anarchy, war,
and plunder; but I am willing to trace it,
either to a conftitutiondl peevifhnels and pe-
tulance of temper in {ome, or in others to a
nice and exquifite {fenfe of honor, and pecu-
liar tendernefs for our national character.
Whatever be the motive, I cannot, confift:
ently with my fenfe of duty, too warmly
prefs the foregoing confiderations on your
minds, convinced that a due regard to them,

on your part, will have a confiderable influs
ence
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ence on the community in general. They

have been fuggefted, I can confidently aflert,
by an honeft zeal for my country’s good, and
1 dare anticipate their reception by you, with
a correfpondent patriotifm and a candid indul-
gence.

Undoubtedly. there will be times, when,
yielding, though reluttantly, to the preflure
of events, the American arm muft be uplii-
ted in a righteous defence ; when, to vindi~
cate herinfulted dignity, Columbia’s {word
will be wielded with an energy, proportioned
to the juftice of her caule ; when the thun-
der of her wrath will be heard, asformidable
in war, as her forbearance has been dignified

in peace, 1f holtile attempts fhould then be
aimed at her territory, the rafh invader fhall

{oort find her fea-coaft, briftling with defen-
{ive ftrength, and receive, from her gallant
and united {ons, thejult reward of a vain te-
merity.

It is a melancholy confideration, arifing
from the unhappy deftiny of thofe nations,
who have fought for liberty, that this inva-
luable blefling has only been obtainable at the
expence of great individual fufferings: thro’
a fad fatality, which confounds all human
realoning;, war has been always neceflary for

the eftablifhment of freedom j but it is only

peace, which confolidates it by the true dif-

play of its energy 5 it is peace which enobles

it by the practice of the mild and gentle vir-
F 2 tues;
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tues; it 1s peace, which embellifhes it by the
culture of the arts, and the charms of {cience.

"This country, amidit the political convul-
{ions produced by the French revolution, has
hitherto fteadily purfued the courfe prefcribed
by the rights of nations, and its own tiue in-
terefts.  "T'his ufeful {yftem {eemed at firft ea-
{y to be maintained; by its nature and our
pofition, the American government appeared
deftined to take no part in tranfatlantic quar-
rels. But the injurious outrages on our coms-
merce, and the inceflant ativity of fome en-
thufiafts, always lying in wait to {eize on the
generous feelings of an infulted people, and
dire& them unwarily to the infidious purpofes
of their own ambition, oft deranged all our
political calculations, "T'he government, how-
ever, foon perceived that the {ituation, into
‘which we were nearly brought, was not our
natural one, and convinced that a ftate of
war could, in no peint of view, promote our
interefts, while our neutrality preiented real
and permanentadvantages, thengetorth dire(t-
ed all its euergy to the maintenance of peace.

To reconcile a prudent temporizing with
the rapidity of ever fhifting events, and with
the confiderations juitly due to ouvr foreign
relations, to refift the fhocks continually pro-
duced by the exaggerated infinuations of in-
trigue and malevolence, or of an inconfider-
ate patriotifm, to calm refentments, explain

and remove difficulties, and draw a reflecting
| a1l
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and judicious people around a fingle rgllying*
point, the{crupulous obfervance of 2 ‘falr neu-
trality ; this was the arduous and fubnm_e con-
du& which our federal executive has difplay-
ed ; the maintenance of peace has been the
grand pivot on which all his ations have turn-
ed, and on which he was content to hazard
that, which, after his love for his country,
holds the firlt place in his breaft, its affe®ion.
Iluftrious citizen ! will pofterity believe, that
while you were thus {truggling with difficul-
ties before urknown, in a {ituation before un-
tried, and ftraining all the vigorous faculties
of your energetic mind, to fhield the happi-
nefs of your country from impendin g danger,
fome of your very countrymen, with hafe in-
gratitude, and thamelels indecency, not only
reviled your judgment, but dared to impeach
your purity.

You once aftonifhed the world by your mi-
litary fame ; you have fince aftonifhed it by
your civil virtues ; what wiil the aftonifhed
world exclaim at ingratitude like this?

What fhould we fay, if hiftory fitting in
judgment on this great characer, fhould art-
fully {eparate fome trivial fault, fome flight
political error, from that mafs of oood,
which he has performed for his country ; if
cafting afide fo many brilliant and ufeful fer-
vices, and throwing the veil of ingratitude
over his revolutionary labors, fhe were to
learch for fome ill-coafidered meafure to

cloud his fair fame ? Should we not pronounce
1t unmerited and unju{t? But
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But whatever fhafts ingratitude or injuftice
may now aim at his {plendid reputation, hif-
tory will record to an impartial pofterity, the
virtues and fervices of this tried patriot, who,
mingling the franknefs of integrity, and the
modefty of true merit, with the firmnefs of
the conftituted authority, iealous of the dig-
nity of his ftation, and the honor and inter-

efts of his country, has concentered an aflem-
blage of varied excellence of which the world

has hitherto furnifhed no example,
Happy for us, is it, to be habitual witnefles
of virtues {o dear to all hearts, of qualities {o

exalted and beneficial ; pofterity will envy us
the pride and delight of being the cotempora-
ries of {uch a man, and will lament the fhort-
nefs of Ais life, and the poltponement of #Aeir
birth.

In fpite of all the perils with which we have
Leen for fome time encompafled, and the late
unpropitious appearance of events, we may
now congratulate ourfelves, that-the iteady
odherance of the American people to their
+rue interefts, amidit the {torms of faltion,
and the perfevering efiorts of infiduous difor-
ganizers, has again faved America, and efta~
Llifhed her character, and her profperity, on 2
bafis which cannot be fhaken, The machina-
tions of anarchifts, the attempts of incendi-
aries, have every where been baftled : the fire
brands which they have hurled, and which,
like thofe of their kindred furies, on the mi-

mic {cene, produced a momentary blaze and
alarm,
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alarm, like them have ceafed to terrify, as”
{oon as they ceafed to be agitated ; like them,
their fire has evaporated in filthy {fmoke, or
fallen to the ground in harmlefs {parks.

At this delicate junéture, our duty, as good
citizens, is to unite ourfelves, and to fupport
each other, in refifting thofe who would un-
dermine the foundation of the laws,and plunge
us into anarchy or {flavery.

Let there be then among us, my friends,
but one party, that of jultice; but one opi-
nion, fupport of the laws; but one fentiment,
the love of our country.—~Are we not one

oreat family, having but one common tie, the
(ame interefts, the fame dangers? However

we may differ in the choice of means, let us
all concenter our wifhes and our exertions, to
preferve order, to maintain juftice, to pro-
mote the profperity, and defend the liberties
of our common country; let usall combine
~ our labours to perpetuate that excellent con-
ftitution, in which the neceflary reftraints of
law, and the liberties of thecitizen, are blend-
ed together in a harmonious {yftem, enfuring
to us bleflings, which America may proudly
boaft are poflefied by her alone.
Notwithftanding the gratifying fenfations
which have arilen in our hearts from our ge-
neral profperity, yet the late awful calamity,
which prefentsto our afflited view a dreary
sdevaftation, and fheds a tranfient gloom over
this anniverfary, powerfully calls forth thé
{ympathetic {igh for our diftrefled fellow-citi-
ZENS,
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zens, and excites the moft painful refleCtions
at this difaftrous check to the rifing import-
ance of our favorite city. |

‘I'he noble munificence, which has been {&
liberally difplayed on this, as on former oc~
cafions, {o chara&eriftic of, and {o honorable
to my countrymen, whileit cafts a bright ray
of comfort over thefe mournful fcenes, ren-
ders it almoft needlefs to obferve, that this di-

e virtue can never {hine with greater luf~
tre, than when direted to the timely aid of
thole unfortunates, whom the deftru&tive ele-
menthas {iripped of enjoyments, which Ames
ricans are {o little accuftomed té want,

After exprefling my fenfibility at having
been {eleCted for the interefting duty of thig
aufpicicus day, and my ardent wifh that, in
the performance of it, I may have increafed
your attachment to the great caule of liberty,
and the public good, I willi now conclude, by
uniting with you, my friends, in eftufions of
oratitude to heaven, for all the ineftimable
bleflings we poflefs, and in fervent {upplicati-
ons, thatthey may long be continued to us,
and tranfmitted, in purity and energy, to our
lateft pofterity.

ENTERED ACCORDING TO LAW.

ERRATA—Page 12, line 4, for evey read every=—=p. 18, __
l. 8, for their read its—p. 24, I 21, for affifting the

reed afifting in the, g,



