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DISCOURSE, &c.

FriENDS AND BRETHREN,

- THE occafion of our affembling this day 1s {fo hon.
orable, glorious, and igportant, that each one ought this
. moment to raife his thfﬁ%ts in gratitude to God, the author
of the bleflings which w& as a nation and individuals enjoy, .
in confequence of that sndependence of a foreign defpotic
‘yoke, declared July 4th, 1976, and acknowledged after-
wards by the {fame power, at Paris ; which has'in a grea-
ter or lefs degree been enjoyed from that day to this. = .
1~ To view this aflembly as a part and fample of a greap -
nation ; rifing from bondage to Liberty, civil and religious s
from poverty to wealth ; from the odious name, of rebelis (0a
that of peaceful and enlightened fubjects of the only..frégs:*
government on earth ; a government the bulwark-again{E: s
tyranny, and the wonder and joy of all the friends of thehi
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humap race ; our hearts muft {well with gratitude to our™:"

Creator who has dealt thus* favourably with us ; at thé
fame time we will drop a fympathifing tear, while contrafts:. -
ing our fituation with that of millions acrofs the great
waters, who this moment groan or die, to gratify the pride
of thofe tyrants who think themfelves born only to Tule.—
Many in this aflembly, have known by hard and long expe-
rience, the cruelty of.a_fingle 2yrant, though nowthey with

- their children about them enjoy peaceful dwellings, where
no deipot demands their.fons to:ferve, and bleed in the field

-of battle. With all thefe important things " in. full viéwf‘-;’;if‘frf-’a
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your attention Is now- ¢alled. to a : few obfervations, - fromi™
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the words of “the fiwect Smger of Ifracl” on a fimila
occafion, recorded in
PSALM CVIIL 43.

“ Whofo is avifey and awill obferve thefe things, even theyy fha)
underfland the loving kindne/s of the Lord.)’

‘There are four things mentioned in this Pfiilm, which
David wifhed men would praife God for.

Iiz{t, the wonders God wrought for the Jews in deliver-
ing them from the hand of Pharaoh, and bringing themn:.
through an howling wildernefs-to the promifed land. - Sec-
ond,~the pardons granted to penitents, who had tranigreil-
ed his commands. Third,—the remarkable deliverances

" "which God often grants to prifoners. Fourth,~—the deliv-
erances often fent to thofe who do bufinefs on the great
waters. At the end of each of thiefe, he cries, ¢ Q dhat
men would praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his
wonderful works to the children of men!”?

After mentioning thefe things, he defcribes a country
10 the fituation ours once was ; a.wildernefs which becomes
a fruitful field, where the poor repair and-make it a city ot

- habitation, where they fow the fields, plant vineyards, which
may yield fruits of increafe. He mentions thay they are
multiplied greatly, and-he {uffereth not tl:eir cattle to dv
creafe ; next he mentions what the fame people fuffered by
the oppreflion of tyrannical princes ; - their deliverance from

 them, the joy of the righteous on the occafion, while il

“#eruel tyrants are put to filence, ver. 39, 40, 41, 42. ** Agan:

“they are minilhed and brought low.through oppreflion, al-
fliction, and forrow. e poureth contempt upon Prixczs,

-and caufeth them to wander in the wildernefs, where there
is no way ; yet fetteth he the poor en high- from afiiction,
and maketh him families. like a flock ; the righteous {hail
fee it, and rejoice : and all iniquity fhall ftop her mouth ;”
He then adds thefe words : ¢ Whofo is wife, and awsll obferve
thefe things, even they [fhall underfland the loving rindnefs of tie
Liord.”” - -

Had the fweet finger of Ifrael known, thatin a future
day, America would experience what we have expernienced,
he could not in miniature, have given a more perfet de-
{cription than that given in the laft verfes of this Pfalm.

. In attending to the fubje& before us, the following par-

ticulars will be ngticed: :.
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I. Tur things for the wife to obferve.

II. Wuat fuch will underfland ;5 even the loving kindnefs of
the Lord. ~

I. We notice the things for the awife to obferve.

I {hall not take up the time in {peaking of the things
which concerned thofe to whom this Pfalm was addrefled ;
but confider it as applicd to this country, and the people
now together on this joyful occafion. |

There are eight things which are peculiar to thefe United
States, which will be noticed at this time, and which de-
mand your impartial attention.

1. The tyrannical power we as a nation were once in
{fubjeCtion to :

2. The ftand this nation made againft it :

3. The victory which was obtained over that cruel and
unjult power : ’ .

4. The government which was adopted by this nation,
after being delivered frbm a foreign defpotic yoke : -

5. The privileges enjoyed under the latter government :

6. The attempt to overthrow a free government :.

7. That attempt defeated :

8. The prefent flate of our country under a Republican gova
crnment, as it refpelts civil and religious Liberty.

1. The firfd thing lo be obferved isy that tyrannical power
~wpbich the inhabitants of this country aere ence under. -

This was the Engli/b monarchy ; called by that nation, a
“ mixed menarchy,” this has been, and now is a curfe to al-

moft all the world. If we fuffer ourfelves to examine the

component parts of the Englith conftitution, we fhall find

them to be bafe remains of two anctent tyrannies, con'=
pounded with fome new Republican fnaterials. Firft, the

remains of Monarchical tyranny in the perion of the king,

Secondly, the remains of Ariffocratical tyranny in the perfons

of the Peers. Thirdly, the new Republican materials, in the

perfons of the commons,- -on . whofe virtue depends -all the

freedom the people under that government can €njoy.—

The two firft, (King and Peers) being hereditary, are inde-

pendent of the people, wherefore in a conftitutional fenfe,

they conftitute nothing towards the freedom of the ftate, ;

- To fay the conftitution of England is an union .of:three
.powers, reciprocally checking each other, isfarciful § either |
the words have no meaning, or they. arg-a ddtcangratiftions
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In the Britifh government there is one thing fyrammical,
called Religion ; this is founded on the thirty-nine articles,
and book of common prayers. It is faid that this book has
been altered fix hundred times fince it was firlt invented,
and yet it is always thought to be a complete rule, and woe
to the man who does not obferve all things commanded
there by their lordfhips ! This variable Hierarchy is upheld
by the common law of England. By this, the people are
unnaturally divided into two clafles, the clergy and /aity.

Inthis Hierarchy, which is a part of the Britifh govern.
ment, thiere are eight clafles of officers, as fo many dead
weights to opprefs the people, and keep them in bondage,
under the name of the pure religion of Jefus. 1. Arch.
Bifhops. 2. Bifhops. 3. Arch-Deacons. 4. Rural Dea-
cons. §. Parfons, and Vicars. 6: Curates. #. Church
Wardens. 8. Parifh Clerks. The Britifh Hierarchy makes
the King the head of the church, and when the King dies,
the church lofes her old head, and afterwards has a new
tiead upon an old body. Though the King thinks himfelf
the head of the church j yet the Bifhop has the power to
crown him, According to this, the church and head de-
pend on the Bithop, which makes him a Pope in difguife.
The Bifhop rules the King’s—the King rules the Parlia-
ment ;—part of the Parliament, (the Lords temporal) {ee
that laws are made to command the bodies'and purfes of ™
the people. The Lords {piritual, make laws ‘to keep the
people’s fouls in fubjeétion to their {piritual rulers; fo that
between the upper millftone of clerical opprefiion, and the
lower one of civil tyranny, the common people are ground
almoft to powder, while they are bound foul and body, and
can never know what Liberty is, by the enjoyment of that
precious treafure. .

This is the government which many in this country ad- .
mire, which has been, and ftill is a curfe to the nation. -

If any would be fully convinced of the unrighteouinefs
of the Britifh governn.ent, and the tyranny which was ex-
ercifed over the Americans when George the third ruled us,
“let them read what was ftated by Congrefs, as the caufe of
the-declaration of Independence, made on July 4th, 1776 ;
which declaration, we this day with our whole {ouls approve
of, and rejoice in that aé of theirs, which humbled a tyrant,

and Jaid & foundation for the Libgrty of Millions ! :

N T e o, i Yl
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Their words are thefe : ¢« The hiftory of the prefent King-
of Great Britain, is a hiftory of repeated injuries and ufuf-
pations, all having in dire@ object the eftablifhment of an
abfolute tyranny over thefe States. To-prove this, let faéts
be fubmitted to a candid world. i |

He has refufed his affent to laws, the moft wholefome
and neceflary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pafs laws of immedi-
ate and prefling importance, unlefs {fufpended in their opet-
ations till his affent fhould be obtained, and when fo fuf-
pended, he has utterly neglected to-attend to them.

He has refufed to pafs other laws, for the accommodas-
tion of large diftris-of people, unlefs the people would re-
linquifh the right of reprefentation in the Legiflature—a
right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Zyrants only.

He has called together Legiflative bodies, at places un-
infual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the repofitory-of their
rublic records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing them into.
ccmpliance with his meafures.

He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for
-ppofing, with manly firmnefs, his invafions on the riglits
i the People. ' |

He has refufed for a'long time, after fuch diflolutions, to
caufc others to be elected ; whereby the legiflative powers,
~.vapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at
largre, for their exercife ; the State remaining in the mean
ume, expofed to all the dangers of iavafion from without,
and convulfions within. ' “

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of thefez
States 3 for that purpofe obftruéing the laws for naturali.
zation of foreigners ; refufing to pafs others to encourage
their migration hither, and raifing the conditions of new
appropriations of lands. \

He has obfiruéted the adminiftration of Jultice, by refu.
fin;z his affent tolaws for eftablifhing Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his will alcne, for the
tenare of their offices, and the amount and payment of their
{alaries. "

He has ere&ed a multitude of new offices, and fent hith«
er {warms of officers, to harrafs our people, and eat ouf
their {ubltance. e

He has kept among us, in times of peace, ftanding ag+
fies, without the confent of our Legiflatures. e

Lan L
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He has affc@ed to render the military independent of,
and fuperior to the civil power.

He has combined with others, to fubje& us to a jurifdic-
tion, foreign to our Conftitution, and unacknowledged by
our laws ; giving his aflent to their aéts of pretended legif-
Yanion.

FFor quartering large bodies of armed troops among us :—-

For proteing them, by a mock trial, from punifhment
for any murders which they {hould commit on the inhab.
itants of thefe States :—

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world e

For impofing taxes on us without our confent :—

For depriving us, in many cafes, of the benefits of trial
by Jury :— *

For tranfporting us beyond feas, to be tried for pretend-
ed offences :—

For abolithing the free {yftem of Englith laws in a neigh-
bouring province, eftablifhing therein an arbitrary govern-
ment, and enlarging its boundaries, {o as to render it at
once an example and fit inflrument, for introducing the
fame abfolute rule into thefe colonies :—

For taking away our charters, abolifhing our moft valu-
2ble laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of oar
governments :——

For fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declariag-
themfelves invefted with power, to legiflate for usin all
cafes whatloever.

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out
.of his'prote&ion, and waging war againit us.

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coails, burnt
our towns, and deftroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time, tranfporting large armies of foreign
mercenaries to complete the works of death, defolation and
tyranay, already begun, with circumftances of cruelty and
perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous ages, and
totally unworthy the 4ead of a civilized nation. |

le has conftrained our fellow citizens, taken captive on
the high feas, to bear arms againft their country, to become
the exccutioners of their friends and brethien, or to fall
themfelves by their hands.

m

He has excited domelftic infurrecions amongft us, and_ has
endeavoured to bsing on the inhabitants of our frontiery,
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the mercilels Indian favages, whofe known rule of warfare:
s an undiftinguifhed deltruction of all ages, fexes, and
conditions.

In every ftage of thefe oppreflions, we have petitioned
for redrefs, in the moft humble terms ; our repeated peti-
tions have been anfwered only by repeated injury. A
Prince whole charadter 1s thus marked by every a& which
may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler-of a TFree
J’eople.”?

Where i1s the: man, woman  or child, unlefs loft to all"
{enfe of public profperity, who does not, at hearing fuch
abominable cruelties, feel rifing in his heart, a righteous in- -
dignation againf{t fuch tyranny as this !  Where.is the. true
American, the fon of freedom, who will plead fora gov-.
ernmaent where they frame fuch mifchief by law !

'The man who can fay ‘n public or private, that {uch a:
rovernment has done us no wrong, is unworthy the confi-
rdence of his countrymen ; unworthy of any name, except
that of an enemy to the moft valuable bleflings Heaven has
beltowed on man. My brethren, with zll.your care and
anxiety for your children ; ever remember-the importance
of teaching them to abominate tyranny. in whatever form
it may appear. Be diligent.to teach your children, to a-
bominate every {pecies of tyranny, and to love that /liberty
which God has equally diftributed to all.

This defcription of the Britith government in. theory and
oraétice, Jeads me to obferve :

2d. The fland which was. made by this country againft thag
aercilefs powers. | '

By this I mean the Declaration of INDEPENDENCE, madée
by the ConcrEss of the Unitep StaTes. How noble,
how praife worthy, was that declaration, made by the Re-
prefentatives of the #hirtees States in general Congrels af-
{embled, on the 4th of July, 1776, expreflfed in the follow=
'ng words :— _.

«« We therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UniTen
STATEs oF AMERICA,in Congrefs aflembled, appealing to
the-SuraemME JupGEe of the World for the re&itude of our
intentions, Do, in the name and by the authority of the
sood People of thefe Colonies, folemnly publith and.declare,. -

that thefe- United Colonies are, and of right, ought to*je.

|
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Tree AND INDEPENDENT STATES :—that they are abfolved
from all allegiance to the Britilh Crown, and that all po-
litical conne&tion, between them and the State of Great
Britain, is and ought to be totally difiolved ; and that, as
Free and Independent States, they have full power to levy
war, conclude peace, contraé alliances, eftablifh commerce,
and to do all other aéts and things which Independent
States may of tight do. And for the {fupport of this dec-
laration, with a firm reliance on the prote&ion of Divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our
fortunes, and our facred honour.”

The foregoing declaration was by order of Congrels en
grofled, and figned by the following members.

JOHN HANCOCK, Pres.

Astefls 'Cuarres THowmson, Sec.
From Newhamp/bire.  Francis Hopkmfon,
Jofiah Bartlet, John Hart,
Willham Whipple, - - Abraham Clark.
Matthew T:hornton.* Pennfylvania.
Maflachufetts. Robert Morris,
Samuel Adams, Benjamin Rufl,
Jobn Adams, Benjamin ‘Franklin
Robert Treat Paine, John Morton,
Elbridge Gerry. George Clymer,
Rbode-Ifland. James Smith,
©Stephen Hopkins, George Taylor,
Wiiliam Ellery. James Wil{on,
Connedlicut, George Rofs.
Roger Sherman, Delaware.
Samuel Huntington, . Cefar Rodney,
William Williams, George Read.
Oliver Wolcott, Maryland.
New-York. Samuel Chafe,
Wihlliam Floyd, William Paca, -
Philip Livingfton, Thomas Stone,.
Francis Lewis, Charles Carrol of Caroltom
dewis Morris. Virginia.
— Negw-Ferfey. George Wythe,
Richard Stockton, - Richard Henry Lee,

John W:therfpoon, Thomas Jefferfon,
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Jenjamin Harrifon, South-Carolina,
['homas Nelfon, jun, - ° Iidward Rutledge, "
Francis Lightfoot Lee, Thomas Heyward, jun,
arter Braxton. ‘Thomas Lynch, jun.

-~ North-Garolina. Arthur Middleton.
Witllam Hooper, Georgia.
X .:.c‘.'ph Hewes, Button Gwinnet,
{ohn Penn. Lyman Hall,

George Walton.,

Such a ftand as this Declaration of Independence, made
vy an whole nation, and figned by thefe men j—a nation
Jenominated Rebels, muft caufe the fury of an haughty
Englifh Monarch to come up in his face ! It without doubt
led him to fay, or think to fay, I will {lay every rebel, who
Jues not {ubmit to my requirement ;¢ I will be minded,”
was thé motto, - - |

The names of thofe Herces who thus nobly fteped for-
ward in the defence of their injured countrymen, who in
.he name and authority of the people of thefe United Stater,
declared this nation free ; thefe names will.be handed down
to pofterity, fo long as the independence of thefe States 1s
maintained or even remembered. -

In this fingle a&, they ventured their allin this life, even
ife, Tortune and honour. They muft have viewed their
caufe juft, and fuccefs certain ; or how could they thus
rifk their all ! Mad not independence been maintained ;
had England overcome, thefe men as leaders, where rebels
lion was virtuey muft have fallen a prey to the mercilefs rage -
sf a cruel tyrant, who murdered . the innocent in the name:
of a righteous God. _'

ad. We motice the viflory obtained by this country over that:
‘yrannical power. L | _

Although Independence was declared by the Americans-
as a matter of right ; yet it was not acknowledged by the
Britons ; war enfued of courfe. Thisis remembered by
millions to this day, from the battle at Lexingtor to the day
that independence was acknowledged by the Dritons.—
How folemn was that fight, beheld'by Americans at Bunker
nd Breed’s hill, when multitudes fell in defence’sf the:canie:
f liberty, while at the fame time, the beautiful'€harléRon.
was in flames, and the epemy triumphing in the Jeatlgiof:
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their fellow men, and the deftruction of our towns and'ci-
ties | It is not for mein this place, to mention all the hor- -
rors of a-war of {feven years, which ended in the glorious
deliverance of a great nation, fiom great and.cruel oppref~
fion ; when the humbled George, extremely mortified, ac-
knowledged that independence which had been previoudly
publifhed and.declared.

Though the way to this lay through a feld of blosd ; yet
the men whofe hearts were fired with the love of /iberty ;
forgetting the horrors of a war of feven years, rejoiced in
the glorious event ! How mortifying on the part of Britain
and George, and joyful on the fide of the American fons
and daughters of freedom, mult the firft article of the defin-
itive treaty of peace be, betwcen the UniTeEp StaTES of
AmEerica, and his Britannic Majefty ; figned at Paris the
3d of Sept. 1783, in the following words :—¢¢ His Britan-
nic Majefly acknowledges the faid UniTep StaTES, &c. tO.
be Free, and Independént States 3 that he treats with them
as {uch, and for himfelf, his heirs and {ucceflors, relinzguifhes
all claims to the governiment, property and territcerial rights
of the {ame, and every part thereof.” . .

Here was vitory obtained by thofe denominated Rebels,
who, by an haughty Britith, Major Piicairn, were between.
Lexington.and Bofton, ordered to difper/z, in the. fellowing
haughty ftrain j—¢ Difperfe, you rebels ; throaw down yeiur,
arms, and difperfe.’? It was the commander who di‘herfed,
leaving the forns of freedom to enjoy what Heaven had kindly .
beftowed on them. The words of . Dr.- Ramfey on this
event, are-well worth inferting in this place ; « As arms
were ‘to decide the eontrover{y, it was fortunate for. the
Americans that the firft blood was drawn in New England.
Fhe inhabitants of that country are:fo, conneéted with each
other by defcent, manners, religion, politics,.and a general
-equality, that the killing of.an.individual interefted the
whole, and made-them . confider it as a common caufe,—
‘Fhe blood of thofe, who were killed at Lexi}zgtan and. Cox-
cord, proved the firm cement. of an.extenfive union.”’

. In this viflory obtained over the Britifh power, England
loit thoufands of lives, {pent'millions of money, won noth-
ing, and réturned home, a/bamed; mortified, and humbled!

4t We notice the government ewhich awas adopted b 1y 4his 1@
giongafier a deliverance from a foreign Jefpotic yoke,
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When the United States declared themfelves an indepen-
dent nation, they were of courfe without a government,
and 1. lay with them as.a nation to choofe what form of
goverament fhould be adopted. A Monarchical govern-
ment was an abomination to them, as they had too long
gieaned under one, to with {fo foon for another of the fame
kird, however mild 1t might be in its beginning, Aristoc-
rRacy, or a government of the chief men in the nation, they
rejected, becaufe it deftroyed that equality which all men
are born heirs of. Any thing like an Hierarchy, they knew
from what the Quakers and Baptifis fuffered in Maflachu.
fetts, when the Prielts ruled the courts, would prevent the
increafe of civil and religious Liberty in the nation.  Know.-
mg that all men are born free and equal, they adopted a
form of government where all who are peaceful citizens
may continue free and equal.

The government which was adopted by the general voice
of a free and enlightened nation, is a REPUBLICAN one, in
the moft extenﬁve fenfe of the word ; it 1s a government
of the People. A Monarchical gavemmmt, is %Le a fhip
built upon one piece of timber, the moft expofed among the
rocks of any one in the fhip. Like a fhip, it is ufe-
ful only when floating on the deep ; and when floating, it
1S f.‘mnl}antly expofed to ftorms, rocks, quickfands, leaLs,
e.xploﬁons s to be taken by an enemy ; and how often 1sthe
fhip, cargo and crew lolt together ! Such is the lot of Mon-
archtes, RepuBricanism is like a large well built Stone
houfe, founded on a Rock. The four corners are well fe.
cured, and in every other part it is fecured from fire, wind,
and water ; and though the rains defcend, the ﬂoods come,
or the winds blow, and beat upon the houfe ;’yet it does
not fall, for it is founded upon a Rock. Such a govern.
ment is a place of defence ; fuch have we found our gov-
ernment to be for many years palt. Our place of defence
has been the munition of rocks ; bread has been given us,
and our waters are fure, while we truft in God, and love
that righteoufnefs which exalteth a nation. The four grand
corper {tones of a REruUBLICAN GOVERNMENT, are LIBER-"-_
TY ;. EQquarity ; UNiTy, and PEeAcE. . ',
" The government adopted here isa Dﬁmocaﬁgrm‘lt !s"
well for us to underfland this word, fo much ridicy éﬁ' ab}’ -
the internal enemies of our beloved country. The.“" 3

b
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Drmocracy 1s formed of two Greek words, one fignifying
1he people, and the other the government which is in the peo-
ple. Asa firong man has his ftrength in himfelf, which
1s always ready for ufe, when needed, fo 15 a Rerunrican
or Democraric GovernMENT ; all the power in the great
and {irong body, the people, is ufed for the bencfit of the
whole. My Friends, let us never be athamed of Democracy !
Never think it a reproach to be called a DEmocraTr ! But
elory in this, that your fafety does not depend on the good
will of a fingle mortal, but in being as an individual bound
toa whole nation, and a whole nation bound to afingle
mdividual ! |

To be reproached as a friend of DemocrAcy, is the
fame as though a cripple, with one leg, gone, his hands
trembling, and his tongue f{iruck with the palfy, fhould,
while moving flowly with his crutches, ridjcule a firong well
built man, who in his prefence moves on his way, perform.
ing with eafe, whatever he undertakes to do.

‘The difference between the movements of the ememies and
friends of DEmocrACY 1s as great, ac that between a crip-
ple, and a man perfeétly {ound in every limb. '

By the Conftitution of the United States, all legi{lativa
power is ¢ velled in a Congrefs of the United States. whichi
ihall coniilt of a Senate and Houfe of Reprefertauvesii..

¢ The executive power fhall be vefted ina Prefident of
the Urited States of America. He fhall hold his office dour.
ing the term of four years, and together with the Vice.
Prefident chofen for the {fame term.” -

¢¢ The Judiciary power of the United States fhall be veft-
ed in one Supreme Court, and in {fuch inferior courts as the
Congrefs may from time to time ordain and eftablifh.””

¢ Congrefs fhall make no law refpe&ting an effablifbment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercife thereof ; or a-
bridging the freedom of fpeech, or of the prefs.”

This government is the wonder of the world ;—a blef-
{ing to the people ;—and a bulwark againft tyranny.

How beautiful is that truth which was declared by Con-
orefs in the following words :. ¢ We hold thefe truths to be
iclf-evident 3 that all men are created equal j—that they
are endowed, by their Creator, with certain unalienable
rights ;. that among thefe are life, liberty, and the purfuit

.-of happinels ; that to {fecure thefe rights, governments are
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]
inftituted among men, deriving their jull powers from the
confent of the governed ; that when any form of govern-
ment becomes deftructive to thefe ends, it is the right ot
the people to alter or abolifh it, and to inftitute new gov-
crnments, laying itz foundation on fuch principles, and or-
ganizing its powers in {uch forms, as to them {hall feem
moft likely to effeét their fafety and happinefs.”’

Every perfon oppofed to fuch a government as this, 1s,
knowingly, or ignorantly oppofed to the good of mankind
in general.  On this account it is that the encmies of ouv
government, are the friends of that power under which this
nation once groaned, ¢ being burdened.”

This muft {uffice for a defcription of the government a-
dopted here, inftead of Englifh politics.

sthe We notice the privileges enjoyed under this government.

Accordings to the words and a&ions of many in this
country ever fince the Federal Conflituticn was adopted,
there is {carcely a privilege enjoyed here. It is true that
there is no privilege for a few of the awell bornm, {eparate
from the general good of the whole. This fort would
call that a privilege, which creates and fupporis a civit
and ecclefiaftical nobility, at the expence of the rights of the
people at large.  All men unlefs they are deftitute of com-
mon fenfe, are in love with a Repablican principle.  But the
~gifliculty with many is this, their love of liberty 1s [o greart,
that they are not content with what belongs to them ;—-
with their own - they wifth to poflefs what honellly belongs
to others, and when they poflefs. more than what 15 their
iuft right, others are in bondage, having fcarcely any priv-
ilege at all. There are many in this country who have
the {fame thirft for liberty the woman had for lands to puf-
{efs. One of her neighbours faid to her ; ¢ I believe yeu
and your hufband would be glad to own all the world.”
O no ! faid fhe, we do not with for fo much; it 1s true,
we fhould be-glad to own all the land which joins us 3’
{fuch is the difpofition of thofe who are not content with
Republican privileges.

The following are fome of the privileges enjoyed uncer
a Republican government, which were never betore enjoy-
ed by any people, in any government fince the days of Nim.-

L

rod, the firft of thofe tyrannical creatures called kingsg,:
. Deéliverance fram civil and ecclefraflical defpoiifma - g
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In the time of the American war, the cry was, Liberty !
Liberty ! which fignified that they had been, or then were
in bondage, and wifhed to be free.  'What a day of joy was
that to all but friends to #yrants, when through the conti-
nent the found was heard,~—England has acknowledged the in-
dependence of the United States ! When George the third ac-
knowledged that thethings which George Wafhington, and
the people of thefe States contended for, belonged to them
upon the principle of juftice !

How little is this privilege valued at this day ! God Al-
mighty grant the day may never come, when America
thall know the real worth of it, by knowing experimentally
what it is to be under the command of a fingle Tyrant,
inftead of magiitrates of our own choice ! -

2. Another privilege peculiar to.a Republican government, is
having rulers from among ourfelves, and of our ofwn choofing, in-
flead of being governed by foreighersy impofed on us awithout oyr
confent.

4‘hi’s was what the Jews confidered a great privilege after
they had been delivered from a foreign yoke in the days of
Deborah.  Judges v. 14, 15, *Out of Ephraim wjs-there
a root of them againlt Amalek ; aiter thee, Benjaitin, a-
mong thy people ; out of Machir came down'governors,
and out of Zebulun they that handle the pen of the writer,
And the princes of Iffachar were with Deborah ;even I
fachar, and alfo Barak.” ' SEE RIS

What joy filled every true American, when inftead of
George the third, at the head of the nation, the propie faw
George IWafhington, the beloved father of his couatry, pre:
fiding for the general good of millions, juft delivered from
the iron furnace ! e

The circumftances which attended his inauguration,.as
the firlt Prefident under the new government, are worthy
of a place here, as'related by one- who was a witnefs of the
whole tranfa&ion, and mentioned in the following words :

¢ On the 30th of April, 1789, George Wafhington was
inaugurated Prefident of the United States of ‘America, in
the city of New.York. = The ceremony was performed 1n
the open gallery of Federal Hall, in the view of many thou-
fand fpe@ators. -The oath was adminiftered by CGhancellor
Livingflon. Several circumftances concurred to- render the

~yjeene unufially folemn..  The prefence of the beloved fathez

-
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and deliverer of his country—~The impreffions of gratitude
for his palt fervices—The valt concourfe of fpeltators—"The
devout fervency with which he repeated the oath—-and
reverential manner in which he bowed to kifs the facred
volume ; thefe circumlitances, together with that of his be-
ing chofen to the moft dignified oflice in America, and per-
haps in the world, by the unanimous voice of more than
three millions of enlightened freemen, all confpired to place .4
this among the molt auguft and interefting fcenes whick ™
have ever been exhibited on this globe. It feemed from the
number of witnefles, (faid a fpetator) to be a folemn ap-
peal to heaven and earth at once. Upon the fubjet of this
great and good man, I may perhaps be an enthufialt 5 but

I confefs I was under an awful and religious perfuafion,
that the gracious Ruler of the Univerfe, was looking down
at that moment, with peculiar complacency, on an a&,
which to a part of his creatures, was very important. Un-
der this impreflion, when the Chancellor pronounced, in a
very feeling manner, Long live George Wafhington, my {enfi-
bility was wrought up to fuch a pitch, that I could do no
more than wave my hat with the reft, without the power of
joining in the repeated acclamations which rent the air ! 1”

3. Another privilege is this ; each peaceful citizen baving ax
squal rigot o acquire and poffefs property, aithout fuch beavy du-
vt as are impofed on Britifh fubjects in alinofl or quite cvery
part of the aworld.

See the effeét of this ! In a few years, how have we as;

a nation increafed in riches, perhaps beyond what we had
done from the firft fettlement of this country toulbeddy
independence was acknowledged. - o VR K

4. The privilege enjoyed among all clafles as it refpeéts
education, is not one of the leaft enjoyed under a free gov-
ernment. Public and private fchools are erected in almoit
every part of our country, and on thisaccount the increaf®
of ufeful knowledge is.great. It is at this day a pleafing
fight to all who wifh to fee mankind equal, to view-the lit.
tle companies every morning on the way to the places of
inftruéion, where their male or female inftruétors are dili-
gently employed in teaching-:them thofe things which will
benefit them in a future day. - Sometimes we hear of thofe
who are for abolifhing public {chools, that all the knowledge

- B2 P
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may be retained among the rich, who would be called ..
privileged clafs, born only to rule.

5. Another privilege enjoyed only under our government, is this.
no refiraint or confiraint is allowed of by law in things refpecting
relipton,

'J%'his privilege 13 fecured by the conftitution of the Unite.

l Statesy and the conftitution of each State in the Union.—
.. 'T'his 1s by many confidered a matter of lamentation, inftead
- of 1 privilege. ‘There are none, however, but thofe oppofed
to the rights of mankind, but muft confider this a privilege
to be accountable to God only, in matters of religion.
Thofe who are the molt zealous for ftate religion, think
they ought not to be reftraineds So all the relt think,—
''hofe who, contrary to the conf(titution of the United States
tax other denominations, carry them to prifon, &c. would
be very much difturbed, were they treated in the {fame man.
ner they treat others. Though the conftitution declares
all men free in things of religion, yet in New-England the
conftitution is often violated, becaufe hirelings love that
which is contrary to the law of God and this country. Al
thefe things are the bale remains of the government of
George the third. Many of the Clrgy pretend to hold
meeting houfes, and: forbid thofe wlo. built-and own them,
from going in only as. they pleafe, barely becaufe in England
the meeting houfe is fecured to the parfon by law ; itis K6f
his in this country, any more than the highway is his.

- A% each denomination would wifir to be eftablifhed by law
--if ope muft- be eftablifhed, it is right that no one fhould be
¢ effabliffied by law, and that all who are- peaceful citizens
" . {hould be equally under the prote&ion of the law. This ig

. agreat and:precious privilege, and -how happy fhould we all
be, were all contented with this! |

In this country, under the prefent: government, there is

but little of that difirefling perfecution which was felt under
the Britith government: - Let. us for-a moment contraft the
{tate of-the people here, who enjoy thefe privileges, with the
fituation of the people in England. There, no.man is al.
lowed to preach in a private houfe, unlefs it is licenfed by
Parliament. If'any preach without alicenfe, he muft pay
~ five.pounds, and each:one-who hears him, five fhillings.—
Every diffenter is obliged: to pay a tenth part of all his in.
come to fupport the Epifcopal Clergy, and after that he may,



(19 )

fupport his own minifter, if he has any thing left to do it witi.
Here men may preach wherever people wifh to hear, without
being brought before the magiltrate for fo doing. Thofe
who difturb them are the only ones liable to be profecuted.

How rapid has been the increafe of Scripture knowledge,
fince this privilege has been fecured by the law of our coun.
try ! Before this, there were men who hazarded -their lives
for the Gofpel ; for doing this they were in New LEngland
fined, whipped, imprifoned, and banifhed. From the day
that Independence was declared, to this time, the number
has continually increafed who publifh the word. Many
have run too and fro, and knowledge is greatly increafed, to
the joy of thoufands. -

Thefe are privileges which many in our country oppofe,
though they are protected by that very government, of which
they fo greatly complain.

6th. We notice the attempt awhich has been made to overthrow
the government where thefe privilzges are enjoyed.

itis true that the king of England acknowledged our
independence ; but it was not a matter of choice, but necef-
fity 3 mortifying in the extreme to him and his friends in
t'.is country. There 1s no doubt in my mind but that it
was the determination of the Britifh government, and our
snemies who dwell among us from that day, to lay every
“plan’in fuch.a manner as to be beft calculated to weaken
.nd overthrow the conftitution of the United States, and
deltroy our independence. There is an account of this in
Dr. Franklin’s writings, which I here mention : I
¢ My beflt wiflies however attend my dear couptry, effo
perpetuo. It is now blefled with an excellent conffitution ;
may it lalt forever. This powerful monarchy, [the Britifh}
continues its friendfhip for the United States. 1Itisa friend-
thip.of the utmoft importance to our fecurity, and fhould
be carefully cultivated. Britain has not yet well digefted
the lofs of its dominion over us ; and has {till at times forge
flattering hopes of recovering it. Accidents may. ingreafe
thofe hopes, and encourage dangerous attempts. A;breach
between us and France would infallibly bring the Efglifh
again upon our backs ; and yet-we have {fome wild - beafls a-
mong our countrymen, who are endeavouring to. weaken
the conneétion. Let us preferve our reputation, by pex-

jorming. our engagements ;. our credity by fulfilling our:
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contradts ; and our friends, by gratitude and kindnefz 3 for
we know not how foon we may -again have ocgafion for all
of them,” “

Who can doubt but that this plan has been purfued
through a variety of changes, and in various fhapes, under |
the adminiltration of Wafhington, Adams, and Jefferfon ; nor |
have they to this day given 1t up as-a fruitlefs attempt.

What fhall we think of a fet of people, who would prefs
one Prefident into their meafures ; flatter a fecond ; pour |
contempt and ridicule from every §uarter upon a third, be- }
- caufe he Rteadily purfued a courfe for the general good of |
the whole ; profefs friendfhip for the fourth, while purfuing |
the fame thing which his predeceflor never varied from. |
Say they approve of his meafures, although directly oppo.
fite to their plans. .

The leaders of thofe who are called IFederalifis, do not
deferve the name ; it belongs with propriety to the friends |
of the union of the States, and no others. It was firft given
to them, notwith{tanding our enemies have {ince taken it |
without our confent. Their condué in this matter puts m¢]
in mind of the Fable, where Truth and Fal{ehood {et out on |
a icurney together. They agreed to keep each others com:. |
vany through every difficulty they fhould meet with. In a}
fhort time, they came to a river ; it wasagreed that they|
fhould take off their clothes and wade through. Truth wa#
to goin firft, and falfehood to follow him. As{oon as TruTn
had laid down his clothes and proceeded a few rods towards
the other fide,falfehood took up.his clothes, put them on, and|
immediately left truth to proceed on his journey without|
him, or his own clothes. Ialfehood has to this day appear-|
ed irr the drefs of Truth,hence the faying, “the naked truth.”|
Strip off the name of Federaliff ; view the real principle of}
their /leaders, view them continually ridiculing almoft every|
meafurée of our government, and be convinced that they ap.|
pear in a drefs which does not belong to them. |

I believe that there are thoufandsin this country calledl
Federalifts, who are as firm and real friends to the union of]
the States, as thofe called Republicans ; but I alfo believe;
they are impofed on and deceived by defigning men. Were
our country invaded, the diviion among the commonj
people would be {mall to what it is now. - j

Allowing there-has been no attempt to overthrow thel
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# conftitution, defltroy our independence, divide the States,
¥ .ringing us under a foreign defpotic yoke ; what then can
B ¢ the meaning of the Effex Junto,—Standing Army in
‘ime of peace,—Stamp A&,~—Eight per cent. l.oan,—Di-
@ c& tax,—Ridiculing Democracy,~Ridiculing Jefferfon,
M and praifling Madifon, who purfucs the fame plan,—calling
| the People the fwinifh multitude, and their own worlt ene-
¥ mies,—Peter Porcupine’s news-paper,—the cry of an over-
B throw of all Religion through the influence of the infidel
8. Jefferfon,~—Faft and Thankigiving Sermons againlt the gov-
® crnmeng,~—Number after number in a Bofton paper, con-
@ cerning a divifion of the States, with many other things of
8 the (ame nature ?
B Isnot this a plan long purfued to make the people unealy
8 with a government of their own choice? To raife in the
¥ minds of the people a difgult againft the only government.
B where they can poflibly be Free ! ) -
B How much has been faid againft the meafures of govern.
8 uent within two years paft, to difaffet and divide the peo-
Bite. Every thing almoft that could be faid againt our
M rulers has been faid ; and every art of cruelty and injuf-
il ce done us by the Britons, has either been approved of, or
§ .onfidered a matter of which we ought not to complain.—
B {hefe things are. too plain to be denied on the one fide, and

,,,,,

B 00 wicked to be pafled over unnoticed on the other.

§ It appears to me that the conduét of our enemies at this
. me, very much: refembles that of the enemies of the Jews
i1 the days: of ‘Bafa and Nehemiah.  When Cyrus was
¥ ang of Perﬁa'f'ﬁﬁfgave,the Jews authority to build Jerufa.
fllem, and afier:they had builded for fometime, their adver.
$laries, (like American tories) wifhed to build with them.
BEzra, iv. 1,2, 35 4. “ Now when the adverfaries of Ju.".
8/2h and Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity
#huilded the temple unto the Lord God of Ifrael ; then they
gcame to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and
#(aid unto them, let us build with you, for weé feek your
8God as ye do ; and we do facrifice unto him, fince the
Ylays 6f Efar-haddon king of Affur, which brought -us up
Rrither. But Zerybbabel, and Jefhua, and the reft of ;the
§chief of the fathers of Ifrael, faid unto them, ye have noth-
gng to do with. us, to build an houfe unto our God-; but .
yve ourfelves together will build unto the Lord .God of Ifs

' '!-"'-
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rael, as king Cyrus, the king of Perfia, hath commanded|
us. 'Tnen the people of the land wcakened the hards o]
the people of Judah, and troubled them in building.”w
Notwithftanding all the oppofition made againft the mea.
{ures of our government, and all the bad ftories about Mad.
Hon, yet now they begin to praife Madifon. What is it
for ! Not for the general good. Why did Joab call Abner]
brother, and kifs him ¢ There is no doubt in'my mind but
thefe fame men, when they find that apparent friendfhip
does not anfwer, will turn the other way and fay, Madifof
does not hold-out as he begun. The foundation of all the}
oppofition which thefe men made againft the Jews, was 3}
maintenance which they received from the king, and they]|
. knew if Zerubbabel and the others proceed upon the Repub.
lican principle, {eeking the good of their brethren, -theyj
fhould be deprived of that rich income. See ver. 12, 13|
14. “ Be it known unto the king, that the Jews, which came
up from thee to us, are come unto Jerufalem, building  the|
rebellions and the bad city, and have fet up the walls there.
of, and joined the foundations. Be it known now unto th]
king, that if this city be builded,and the walls {et up again,
tien will they not pay toll, tribute, and cuftom, and fo thou
thalt endamage the revenue of the kings. . Now becaufe we|
have maintenance from the king’s palace, and it was no}
meet for us to fee the king’s dilhonour, therefore’have W
fent and certified the king.” ‘

‘Thefe men to hold their maintenance, fent to the king f¢
prevent the Jews in their work ; but they builded, and
drove away their adverfaries, and would not even allow|
them a place of refidence among them. Nehemiah caft ou
their houfehold ffuff and chafed them away ; and I think i
aitogether likely that in a future day, the enemies. of ou
country will not only be defeated, but driven from any pa

in a government, adopted for the general good. -

7the Weobferve,that this plan is ina great meafure defeatt]
at tnis day. | ?
I T were to judge of the plan of our internal and exter
nal enemies, for two years paft, it would be this ;: Firft, t4
divide the people, by the third party men, who wounld bj
ready to join the {trongeft party. Second, obtain an Antj
Republican Prefident, and Vice-Prefident.. Third, -eled
Ami-Republican Governors, in the New-England States
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Fourth, attempt a feparation of the States as far as New.
York., Tifth, have a Britifh army {tationed at Halifax, rea-
dy to aflit againlt the oppofition which fhould be made by
the Republicans, againft the feparation of the States.
Wixth, fiirup the Indians with the Canadians, to alarm and
weeken in that quarter. - Seventh, have the kingdom of
Spain in allidnce with, or in fubje®ion to England, that
they might j8inat the South. Eighth, bring New-England
into an alhanece offenfive and defenfive with England.
Ninth, havinp -obtained this, bring on the-inhabitants of
Canads with-the Indians, and all the other forces of Eng-
Jaud by-f#hd anid fen, to join with New-England and Can-
ada onithie Ndrth, and the Spaniards in the South, and
overcome the Southern States, and bring this whole coun-
ry-where England and the Tories have ever fince the rev-’
olution withed. us ; even at the feet of the Britith Lion. If.
fuch a plan asthis exifted in the imagination of any, fome -
fudden tofs of the head, has upfet the veflel, and with
this all their profpe@s of future victory over a free people.
“Alas ! Alas! The People are not divided in aion,
though they are in name,r A Republican Prefident and
Vice Prefidént are chofen by a large majority. .. ‘The fepara-
tion of the Statesvis.not ‘likély to take place at prefent.-
A ﬁ#@ﬂl army of forfy-thoufand not yer called for. The
h arans are-qb-Pédee with us. - Spain is:not-yet under the
$ditering hand:of Britain, ** New-England is - not yeta Bri-
qfh ally! - - Nor:are the Nerthern and Southern brethren ai
var with eachi-other:;  nor: are we as a'nation yet bowing
‘before the Britifh thfone, hpmibly fueing for'pardon. It 1
trué*that the enemies'of government, haveby craft obtained .
afmall majoricy iit:fomve: of the ‘New-EnglandStates, for
Federal‘governors;, But-what have they: to- boalt of ? But.
very litile; : The®condud® of Britain concerning-their orders
of council, in agknowledging their wrong in the:affair of the -
Chelapeake, and other a&s of-injuflice, has mortified 'therh,
r%oxe than all their eleGtioneering fuccefles have -ghatified
What-is-all'the advantage gained by Anti-Republicans
in New-England; compared with what the Republicans pof- |
%&fs. - ‘How gréat was-the majority of Ele&ors for the Prefi-
denitiand Vice-Prefident ! View the prefent «Congre(s ;. out
}#f 34 Senators, 27 are Republicans. - The whole number of
Keprefentatives is 145, one hundred of thefe are Republicans.
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Notwith{tanding the Britith orders of couneil, dehgrc,
as a retaliation, the meafures of our governinen: Lave ab.
fwered the purpofe contemplated, and England propote
making fatisfaction for the injuries doncus, The plans of
our encmies are difclofed from day-to day, and th: ot worky
of years are brought to light, by the writings of ou iﬂ (Rl
Profident Adams, who as one bound to he! p his cotei A
has come forward to let: the people know what a}...,.a...,
Liave done in the dark. " .'j

Notwithftanding all {2id and done to drive us into = way
with England ‘or annce, to ]"mftiﬂte our Independence
the feet of George, and to divide the Siates, we yet umﬁ,;ﬁ
the United Stalls of dumerica ; we yet yemain a neuts al Dow,

; the Republican Reol i endures the rage of 4 h

5, while our enemies are much ca%

-'down in their cwn eycz, for the iﬂuﬁ has been, and now 15
Un our fide ; s and altho! ‘Ig} LB STV sz{}ﬁﬁ ELH}E}% a.u 141 fj
{fome new account of the ¢ irefies of na umisy through thE
pride of tyrants, we yet remain in peace, enjoying nns 112K
able bleflings, whxcb Heaven hags kindly beftowed on us sag
ﬁ Natlon. £ },

- 8th. £ come noay fo the [0f] 1hi “'ﬂ[f profofed, avhich awas fo f*”if#
i (Iq/é'npz,‘mrz of the prefeus f"i_’pﬁ’ of our countsy as :‘ £ f _wz‘;, v'w}f
and rekgzrw Liserey,

It is true there are feveral hmgs 1 our f.,{}%,'é:}iiy &E%
able, and which caufe unhappzm.fs among many
w&hﬂandmg thefe things, we are blefled above any f}ﬁf'
" pation on earth; on many -accounts, as to things civil and
religious. We are-geriainly - diflinguifhed from all ofhéti
“mations on the globe.: ;s to the gountry tifelf, howiricl
the foil ! What 2n amazing varizty does it pmduce fmecm
‘own ufe and for exportalion.. How rich.in mines of vation:
Linds ! The earth brings forth by handfuls; }*zeldww

many inftances an hundred fold.  How many convenienca:
are we blefied with, by an exchange of produce from fouih
to north. Cur manufa&ories of various kinds are in E,‘
flourifhing fituation.  Our fields are this moment clothsd
with flocks and herds, while the peaceful indufirions fuy
mer is cultivating the carth which promifes him a large 12 i;,
ward _Our imerchants on the fea coafls, are agqn rf-f*h:w b
ing their trade with different and diftant mizm,s, while g

mcrmgl ts" ﬂups are biinging us food {rom iar.
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{.t.h,“h.-r
proud waves of-oppofiti~, v
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