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Mgr. THOMAS SLEMONS.
SIR, '

The subscribers being a Committee, appointed by the Republican

- Citizens of Falmouth, 2bis day assembled at Mr. Thaddeus Broad’s,

o celebrate our National Birtb Right, rcturn you in their name, our

siacere thanks for the Address by you deb'vered before us this day,
and request a copy for the press.

BARTLETT HOLMES, .,
: JONA. SPARROW, Commiitler
Falmouth, Fuly 4, 1810. JAMES MORRELL.

e m——eion_Aat

. GENTLEMEN, S Falmouth, Fuly 6, 1810.

In ansaver to your note, pre.rentmg your thanks for the Dz.scour-l |
delivered by me on the ath inst.and requesting a copy of the same,althe

sensible of its many o Gciencies, I am induced to comply awith your ro
quest, from the same motives that led me to accept the duty your par

tiality assigned me, that of° gratifying the chubhcan Citizens
Falmouth., I berewith enclose a copy.

Your wery Humble Servant,

| THOMAS SLEMONS.
Messrs. BARTLETT HOLMES, 2 '

JONA. SPARROW, - Committee,
JAMES MORRELL,  §
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Revered Friends and refpeded Fellow.Citizens,

Lzt labor be at relt—bufinefs, ceafe thy nu-
merous fopnds—joy and gladnefs take poffzflion of
our hearts, that this aufpicious day may be facred

~ to the latent flame of Libertv.

We are now affembled, fellow-citizens, in order
to celebrate with feftive cheerfulnefs an event of
the firft magnitude ; that of a whole people, a
great nation, rifing fuperior to the fervile thought
of flavery, breaking in pieces the mafly irons forged
by the hands of the grim vifaged monfter preroga-
tive power, and dathing them in his haggard face ;
declaring themfelves independent of every nation
on earth, (the proud ifle of Albion not excepted.)

To acknowledge the numerous bleflings which
we have received, and which ftill continue to mark
our country, fhould be among the firft duties of
this day. But as the powers of oratory are incom-
petent to the full difplay of thofe bleflings, and
having no pretenfions to eloquence, I will therefore
c'aim your patience and candor while I fhall only
fpeak of their origin, and glance at the molt effec-
tual means whereby they may be preferved.

The original connetion betwcen America and
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the mother country, or more properly her unnatur-
al parent, does not appear to have been founded
either on reafon or policy. Our forefasthers were
not only the difcarded children of parental favor,
~ but were compelled either to relinquith thofe ideas
of Re%mon and Liberty which they confidered in-
ieparable with a virtuous life, or feek an afylum in
fer diftant, unexoplored; and uncultivated land.

Wxth a firm rehance on Divine Providence for pro-
teCtion, they nobly chofe the latter j they even pre-
ferred the dangers gf the boifterous ocean, the ac-
cumulated miferies which an untried ftate of being
would fubjet them to, and the barbarous enmity
of a favage foe, to the refined cruelty, oppreflive
alts, and tyrannical meafures of more favage men.
And their undaunted firmnels and confcious refti-
tude of intentions, infpired them with courage not
to be appalled by a lefs daring enterprize.

After experiencing the various viciflitudes cf hope
and fear, and undergoing al! the fatigues incident
(o an hazardous voyage, they at length landed on
thefe then unfrequented fhores, offered up to Heav-
cn their fervent acknowledgments for their fafe arri-
val, and rejoiced that they had exchanged the cru-
elties and oppreflions of their former tyrants, for
the mexcxea of relentlefs favages, and houhﬂg mon-
iters of the defert.

In this way did our venerable anceftors purchafe
unlimited freedom by the faireft and moft facred
title ; and here in the luxuriant foil of civil and reli-
gious liberty, were planted the {eeds of empire.

Many years had elapfed after the arrival of our
forcfathers, and more than a century from the difs
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‘covery of this vaft continent by the immortal Co-
Jumbus, before permanent {ettlements were effeted

“in the mor€ fouthern parts of it, over which our
growing empire is now extended. Yet the treat-

ment which the fettlers uniformly received from the

government of Great Britain, demanded no returns
of gratitude or affettion ; for had their dependence
been placed on the munificent bounty of the King,
for fupport or patronage, America had ftill prefent-
ed us with barbarous aéts of cruelty and fcenes of
favage nature, unpou{hed by the fair hand of art or
induftry.

- At length there arrived a time when her farra-.
cious ftatefmen perceived our rifing importance,
though. with a jealoufy, crucl as the grave, and
their infatiable avarice and unbounded thirft for
gain, prompted them to feize with avidity every op-

portunity to enhance the contents of their coffers.
They no longer beheld us with an eye of contempt,

as they had done during the progrefs of our infan.

tile years ; they invited us to render them the fruits
of our induftry ; and when they requefted aid in’
fuch a manner as freemen ought ever to be treated,

it was granted without a hefitating thought or 2
murmuring word ; we even aflifted in fighting her
battles and filling her chefts with the fruxts of aur.
labor.

Thus ftood the conne@ion between Great Br:-
‘ain and America, when fhe attempted to manacle
ier. loyal fons ;. but which- they proudly difdained.
\nd although the path has been fo often trodden,

ll mult I revert to the fame caules of our fepara-

»n, or they will ceale to have the fame effcts,
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- The firft foul edi& which ftained the records of
their corrupted parliament, was the deteftable
Stamp-A& ; its exiftence, however, was of but
fhort duration ; for injuftice itfelf could but ill
brook its merited difgrace. But from the afhes of
its deftruion, Pheenix-like, arofe .demands com-
pounded of the pure ingredients of tyranny and
oppreflion ; which were, to be bound in all cafes
‘whatfoever, to be taxed without our confent, to a-
dopt the principle of paflive obedience and non-
refiftance, to be deprived of th~ benefit of trial by
jury, with-many other a&s of a lefs heinous nature,
 ‘olwhich had we fubmitted would have reduced us
~ to a ftate of unqualified flavery. There no longer
" continued to-be mere demands for taxes, but of life
and liberty. - =

Grieved by the wanton violation of our deareft
rights and privileges, and the baleful injuries we
had fuftained, we humbly petitioned parliament for
redrefs ; but inftead of granting that juftice which
the nature of our fituation demanded, fhe treated
us with contempt and negle&, thereby adding grofs
infult to wanton injury. We were reproached as
rebels and traitors of the vileft caft, and compeiled
indignantly to behold the landing of her mercenary
armies on thofe fhores which had once been confe.
crated to the facred altar of liberty.

We now beheld America, preparing for fcenes
- in which the great family of mankind will continue
to be interefted fo long.as time thall endure. She
now prefents herfelf to the view of an admiring
world, althougli in a youthful ftate, in the full pride
and vigor of manhood. And fo ineffetual were
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the vutrageous ftrides of defpotic power in weaken-
- iny, and dividing, that they gave feven-fold ftrength
an. energy to the union of the provinces. “ For
power without right, is the moft odious and deteft-
able objet ever offered to the human mind ; it is
not only pernicious to thofe who are made fubje&t
to it, but it tends to its own deftrution.”” And as
fuch it has been verified when Great Britain at-
tempted the exercife of it over the colonies.

We now ventured to inquire into the true origin
of ourrights; and in retracing, the aéts of George
the third, nor the famous magna-charta, did by no
means retard our progrefs. We went back to the
original ftate of man. We found him fole propri-
etor of the world, and that we were among his law-
ful heirs. And fince by nature, no ftream can rife
above its fountain, fo no fucceeding member of a
family can prefume on righis not found in the firft.

Nature had furnithed us with a luxuriant foil,
lofty forelts and majeftic rivers, and we naturally

- concluded that fhe had been equally liberal in be-
ftowing her mental favors. We blufhed at our own
folly, ﬁ)r valuing fo highly Englith liberty. -

Accordingly, thirty-four years this day, or July
the 4th 1976, our fathers, in Congrefs, abfolved
iorever all allegiance to the defpotic, the faithlefs
Court of St. James’ ; and produced that ever mem-
orable Declaration of Independence, that the colo-
nies were, and of right ought to be, free and inde.
pendent States. And on thofe principles which

. were evidently calculated to make Republican:, to
make men—viz, |

“ That all men are created equal : Thay they
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are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
able rights : That amonyg thefe are life, liberty, and
the pmfunt of happinefs : “That to fecure thefe rights,
governments are inftituted among men, deriving
their jult powers from the confent of the govern-
ed : That whenever any form of government be-
comes deftrudive of thefe ends, it is the right of
the people to alter or abolifh it, and to inftitute new
government, anmg its foundauon on fuch principles,.
and organizing its powers in fuch form as to them
fthall feem moft hkely to eﬁe& thexr fafety and. hap-
pinefs.”.

On that day our chmate was. punﬁed from the-

nauceous and polluted breath of tyranny, our coun-
try re-confecrated to the favorite abode of Liberty..

And although our caufe was juft and glorious,

‘where, ‘1 afk, were the means to fupp@u 1t P

,,,,,

Every thing was in a ftate of elementary confufion; -
we were without revenue, without ammunition,
without military apparatus, our armies undifctplin-
ed, and deftitute of thofe war-like weapons which

the i ingenuity of man has invented to fharpen the
{cythe of death. And how were they fupplied ?

| By that enthufiafm which the love of liberty infpires.

‘Daring Liberty ! 'Ihy omnipotent prefence is
union, thy breath is revenue, and thy vengeance
when roufed, thunders death and deftruftion on
the minions of defpotifm. |
- And when we were reduced to the fad alterna-
tive' of keeping up the appearanee without, the
means to {upport it, the .difplay of a few catks of
Tmple fand’ had the fame terrific appearance to the.

mlty myrmidons of Furope, as tae compound n-
redxents of fatal exploﬁon.
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Already had commenced thofe direful {cenes of
bloadfhed and confufion which the concomitant
mevils of war never fail to produce. Our peaceful
“citizens were inhumanly maffacred in cur ftreets,
our towns and villages laid walte by the fiery de-
devouring element. No doubt there are a number
atnong you,’citizcns, who well recolleét, with what

1ul£xtmg., emotions of indignation you beheld the

conflagration of that part of our fair inheritance
~which then bore the prefent name of our town ;
when the fmoke of the defolating ruins of our
once peaceful habitations afcended up to Heaven

like the evaporating tears of a weeping worid, and

their unfortunate inhabitants compelled to ‘feck

ﬂl@lt&‘” ‘under the hofpitable roofs of thxs and other

furron ﬂdmg villas ges. o
- How wete their c.ountenancest mhanged ! Thofe
faces on which joy and gladnefs before were wont

to fit, were now vifably depicted with miferable
melancholy, and nothing left to confole their de-

T T i M B i at i

je¢ted minds but the bnter rememblance of depam

ed profpenty.

But thefe were not all the calamities to whlchf

we were reduced ; the lofs of our property though
immenfe, fink mto infignificance, compared to the

many thoufands of lives facrificed amid the clang-
or of arms and the din of battle. Our pleafant
fields, and fpacious plains, which before had only
been accuftomed to receive the tepid drops of the
floating element, and the refrefhing dews of Heav-
en, Were Now made drunk with the precious blood
of the martyrs of American Liberty.

Lexington ! "I'hy bloodftained fields atteft to.
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the truxh of this. And where is the 1lluﬁnou° band

‘ - of heroes, who unappalled by the face of 2 darmg

eftemy, were lead on to death and glory by the in- .
trepid Wcrre\n ‘upon the crimfoned hexghts of -
“Charleften. . =~ -
ﬁenmngton l" Thou a!fo haft prexented\ us wrtl
 the awful feenes of blood and carnage, yet thy
kchqef fill exifts ! the brave, the vencr xb e Stark,
1kill lives to cheer us with his warning voice, and

W zeceive the g! orious n?audxts of his grateful coun-
"éig.atr}’men. o

- But where are thofe kmdred fouls who left thexr
mortal covemms on Bunker’s nﬁng fummit—on

o e R T

| the extended plan?s of Monmouth—at Stiliwater

conqueft, and Trenton viGtory ? Affcendcd we traft,

T T i ,

% to thesabodes of more than mortal freedom.”

i e T

Think not, Fellow-Citizens, that the immortal

I name of 71 a/?amgz‘m fhall efcape my notice ; if it
1 did, T fhould almoft think myfelf guilty of a crimi-
t nal negle®; Wafbingten! A name for virtue it-
it felf, What monument fhall we raife to the memo-
Il ry of thy tranfcendant virtue and glorious atchieve-

ments ! A world cannot add to thy glory.
Harcock, Adams and Warren, with a long lift of

patriot heroes in their train, who have long fince,

made their cxit from the great ftage of human ac-

. tion : what fhall ] fay ofyou ? ¢ Defcription cannot

{uit itfelf in words.”” Short has been the time,

Fellow-Citizens, which Thave had to prepare for

this performance ; but Lecomplain not of its brevity,
for time himfelf, were he the parent of generofity,
cculd not oblige me with hours enough to com,
~ plete the ardent taik for bad every minute of my
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leifure been protracted to months, had every month
been prolonged to years, {till fhould I have been
but at the beginning of fo ftupendous a duty as
that of recording the virtuous deeds of thofe depart-
ed heroes. And were the flight of my fancy {wift
as the darting fun-beam, were the vifionary powers
of my mind, tharp as the vivid lightning through
- the darkned f{hades .of night ; even then, would
‘my ideas be too flow : ftill would they loiter in
~ the rear of their acquired Glory and merited

renown, |
~ Their indefatigable exertions in the caufe of
Liberty, compelled the haughty tyrant of Britain
“to withdraw the remnant of his mercenary armies
and °¢ left us free to combat error and fuperftition,
with the more powerful weapons ¢f Reafon and
Juftice.””  Accordingly, the neceflity was perceiv-
ed of eftablithing fome form of government which
fhould place freedom on a permanent bafis, and ex-
tend its liberty to all; When lo ! our glorious
. Contftitution was prefented to our view, ¢ which
muft forever remain an imperithable monument of
the powers of the human underftanding.” And
America arofe to a high rank among the nations
of the earth.

Commerce now revived and {pread forth its
- whitened fails ; the votaries of agriculture refumed
their pleafing labors ; manufacures flourithed with
frelh encouragement ; mechanics and laborers -
found ample employment, and peace and plenty
crowned their induftrious efforts.

Sach, Fellow-Citizens, has the fitvation of our
~country continued to be, realizing almoft unrivalled
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“profperity, with the exception of part of the lait
four years, when the two grand royal robbeis of
Europe, who nevar united in any thing elfe, mani-
fefted a defire to combine in the deftru@ion of our
commerce, and the enflaving of our citizens, which
made it neceffary for the federal government (tho’
with reiuftance) to embargo our ‘hips and veflels,
that our citizens might not be ftripped of their pro-
perty, and our mariners confined in nauceous dun-
geons, and floating baftiles. o
During which embargn, we hdave experienced all
the inconveniencies naiurally arifing from the fud-
~ den {ufpenfion of ccmmerce.
But when we contraft our prefent happy fitua-
tion,” with thai of other nations, how does our
* expanding minds {well with gratitude to that divine
‘being through whofe mercy and goodnefs, our ev-
ery blefiing is derived. And Fellow-Citizens, it
‘now remains for us to prove, whether thefe invalua-
ble rights and privileges with which we are now in-
velted, and which has been the price of fo much
blood, fhall be handed down to pofterity unimpair-
ed, or be totally lcit in the ina&tive and ignoble
‘mazes of ignorance and fupincnefs. o
Shall the weeping genius of the fair daughters of
Columbia, again kneel to the {ceptre of grief, to de-
plore the lofs of their ncareft relatives and deareft
friends flain in the field of battle ? No! may Heav-
en forbidit. Yet thould the vile infatuation of any
- foreign defpot guided by the madnefs of blind am-
bition, attempt our fubjugation, as much as we de-
precate the return of thefe feafons which once vifit-
ed our country, when its inhabitants were called -
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upon' by the voice ot ‘patrioti{m to throw afide
their 1mplement of hufbandry and feize with
vengenance the fword & the muiket, even the dire-
ful calamities of war with all its attendant evils
would we again prefer, to a ftate of unqualified {ub-
miflion. But we hope this may never be the cafe.

‘'We have in fa&, had greater and mote alarming
fears to encounter for the fafety of our republic -
during the lalt thirteen years, from a fet of men in
the bofom of our country, than from foreign inva-
" fion ; for not a ftone has been left unt urned by
| them to clog the wheels of crovernmcﬁt and .de~
{troy our republican inttitutions.

O difcerd ! Thou haft been our fatal foe—thon
~wert conceived in the abodes of deadly mifchief—
iy birth was in the caverns of ﬁmt@«--fhou hatt.

been expelled the cabinet of Satan, and- o

¢ Hell grew lighter as the monfter fled, d
Yet « Effex- Junto” plac’d him at tleir head

The fiena ftil!, his wily wmt difplays,
Whenlo ! at Ncw’buryport are arm’d the « Snver G!f)n

And not only with difcordant saffions were thev
armed, but to rheir eternal tham. and the difhon-
our of this flate, equipped with niufket to refift and
oppofe the micafures of the govirnment under
whichthey live and whichthey.oughi tohave prote-
ed; & lefs excufable are they than many others, who
have joined in the cabals of proftituted Federahfm 5
for they were a group of men advanced in years,
~whofe heads were already filvered o’er with the
- finger of time, and whofe'age and experience ought
to.have taught them better things.

But we I'EJOICC that fthe laft expmng breath of
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tfation is at hand, and like the infidel wretch in the
laft convulfive fpafms of departing nature, who,
when he can no longer fpeak, gafps for breath to
heap additional curfes on his memory.

And were it not that we have to regret the de-
pravity of man in his beft eftate, here would I
clofe—here would I reft my fubjet.

But Fellow-Citizens, we muft not {top here, we
wuft not fuffer ftupor to pervade our minds, we
muft be altiveand vigilant in order to fecure what
has been fo glorioufly obtamed for we find, a fhort
time after the clofe of our rev olutxon, we remained
inactive, fat down (as we fuppofed) under our own
vines and fig trees, having none to moleit or dil-
turb : but foon we perceived there were perfons a-
niwr a8 vile enough to plot the ruin of our happy

20 7YY

T ):JS he watchful over our rulers, and jealous
ol our rights. Sacredly improve the feafons for
eleCtions ; be fcrupuloufly careful in eleéting per-
{ons to places of public honor and truft, that they
be men of virtuous fentiments and purc republican
principles. Thefe are privileges purchafed with
the richeft blood of our country, and he who
will not leave his bufinels or his pleafures, to exer-
cife his right of {uffrage, deferves to groan forever
under the lath of defpotifm. And amoag other
things, of what momentous import is the charge of
the public education. With what laudable zeal
thould it be purfued, fince the prevalence of good
morals and general information are f.{fentlally ne-
ceffary to the very exiftence of a free and happy
government. Without this, virtue would lofe the

r



powet of her attraltive charms, dnd we fhould de--

«enerate into a fet of ftupid, fenfelefs automata’s.
Already have the enlightened minds of the vir-

tuous citizens of this Commonwealth, placed at

their head in ‘the chair of ftate, a perfon in whofe

ability and integrity they can 1mplicitly confide 5

one, we verily believe, that had he but one day to
live, if we may judge from paft conduét, would fa-
credly devote that day to the good of his country.

Our general government is compofed of men who

appear rightly to appreciate the bleflings of liberty

and the rights of man. And fo long as you contin.

ue to choofe fuch men for rulers, whofe bright ge-
nius, powerful reafoning, and unfeigred patriotifm,

have already aftonithed European Statefmen ; your
Contftitution will remain unfullied and be preferved".‘
inviolate.  Your liberties will be fecured to you by -
the facred legacy of Heaven. Here will Reason
hold her empire, and virtue delight to dwell ; your
country will remain free from contentions without . -
and ftrifes within. And while other nations are -
wading through the horrid peftilence of deftruétive - -
war, _convulfe’d to their very centres by internal.
commotions ;; we have only to be united, and we

~ fhall remain a free, quiet, and profpcrous nation.

May we not hope the time is- rapidly approach-

'ing when the equanimity of our laws, and the mag-
nanimous example America has fet for the artain-

ment of liberty, fhall be copi¢d by nations of the -
‘old world,  Already have the inhabitants of ihe

fouthern parts of our Weftern hemitphere, where

- -Spanith infolence has for a long time ina&ive laid,
~ declared themfelves Independent ; worthy the nos .
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bléfeehngs ofAmencans I Aad may that almrgha :
¥ ty being who prefides over thé deftinies of nations,
and who gracioufly fuccoured us when in fimilar
.. Circumf{tances, grant them the aid of his wifdlom and -

- power to complete fo glorious an-objeét. .

And may we not indulge the fanguine thought
that the blifsful period will yet arrive, when all oth-
er nations fhall go and do likewife—when illumin.
~ ated reafon and regulated liberty, fhall once more
exhibit man in the image of his maker. When
univerfal philanthropy thall pervade every heart—
the temple of liberty be extended to creation’s ut-
moft bounds, its pillars relt on the remoteft corn.-
ers of the earth, and its {pacious arch fhall be the
concave vault of Heaven.




