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ORATION. 

AN unwillingness to refuse the request of p:wish. 
iOl1crs al1d frieIlcIs, wllonl it is lny 11tl!)pilleSs to gra­

tif):, il1dllces lue at a sl10rt 110tiee to address YOll at 

tl1is tinlC; alld the lnotive 1lllISt operate as all apol­
og}T, if tllc "rell meallt elldeavour f,lil of succcss. 

I risc, fello\v citizens, to cOllgratulate you, not 
011 tllC all11iversary of a t)'-r,lllt's birth-day, Ilor 011 

tl1C alllli,rcrsary of a tyrant's son. Bllt tlle day 
'VllicJl ,\,reno,v assemble to conlnlcnl0rate ,vitIl res­
tivity and joy, and wc would hope with pious grati. 
tlltlc, is tllC l)irtll day of Americal1 frcedom. It is 
tl1C ~11111i,tcrS~lry of a (lay "rllicll dell\'crcd lIS froln 

the thraldron1 of colonial scrvitudc-thc day of our 
clnancipatiol1 from British tyranny ; a day which 
convcrtcd i.l pcople who had been a Inere appendage 
to an E'lropean 1110narehy, into a distinet and indc­
llCl1datlt Jlati()ll, allcl bid tllcl11 rUllk witll 11011our a­

mong the nations of the carth, as il frcc pcople. Bonl 
to be frtc, let lIS rcsolvl· l1cvcr to bl' Sl~l"CSI1 Let us 

cspcci~llly gmlrd against bcing (:l1s1avccl by the artj· 



lice and intrigul' of thosc \"ho cannot sul)jug'atc us 
b)· f()rCl\. 1\11(} let ll~ Clltrisll (Hl tllis ocCaSi()ll seIl ... 

timcnts worthy of the dignificd charactcr of fh'l'lllcn. 

'Vith more pkasvi'(' mig-ht I addrc~;s you, with 

1110re IJlcaSllre l11i!-)'11t '·(Jll o'rcct cacll otllcr 011 tIl C b ~ h 

return of this joyous :lnninTSar) , "tTe thcre llought 

but subjects of congratulation in the situatioll of 
Ol1r C()l111tr)~. Bttt tl1ol1g'11 tllicJ~ cl()llcls (1~lrkc11 ()l1r 

politieal hcmisphefc, yet it may not be unproiitabk 

to assell1blc tllis (la)r nt tlle fcsti,rc l)(),lr(l to COl11-

memorate the proud era whieh gan.: birth to our 

country as an indepcndcnt nation. By seeing ",hat 

was then the conduct of Alnericans, n"e may be led 

to COl1tCl111)1~ltC 1110re ~ltte11ti,·rcl)~ ()llr O'\'~ll dllties as 

citizens, and consider \vith aclvantagc ",hat wc 

sl10ulcl be. 
v\7}1,tt ~lrc the SC11SUtiollS \\·c s}10ulcl (1x!JCriCl'cr, 

'·Vll'lt tlle sel1till1cllts ,,·c S110l11(1 Cl1trisll, ,vllell ,re 
look l)~lck to tllC l)crilolls SC~lSOll, ,,~Ilell tllC libcrtics 
of OlIr COlll1tr)r \vcrc ill (l,lllgl~r, ,111d the fricl1(ls of 

lil)ert)T bot11 ill Elll'O!)C ,111(1 Amt)ric,l trcml)lcd for 

tll(~ ,trk (Jf Gur 11,ltioll,tl safet)~ ? ,\rll~11, like' tll~ stril)" 

lillg of I srac 1, j\ 111Crit;,t (larccl to 111l'Ct ill 110stil() 

ai~ra)r tll~ g'igal1tic 1)(Jl\'"l'r of 1J1C l)~lrcilt COlll1tr)~; ,reIl 

n1ig11t tllL lJl(l ,li i(l tlle l)~'V \\"()rl(l, lik c tI1e ~lrl11 ic~ 

of Isr~tl'l al1l1 lllC }111ilistiJ1CS, gazc ,vitil astollisl1111cllt 

,tt tllc C(Jll1lJat. i1
: \rCll e'f OlIr 0\'"11 citiz(,ll~ tl1crl~ 

'\vcrc S<Jll1C, \\"]l(JSl~ dtt~lcl'ln(.llt to tlle CallSl: ()f lilJ('rty 

~vas l'<.:ttl, bllt \Vll0~C tirlli(lit)' led t11l'nl to ~11lil1k ti"Oln 
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~l C011tCSt SO lllle(lll~11; ",~11() 31)1)rcllc11clc(1 tll,tt ,l rell .. 

COll11tcr bet"7"ixt forccs St) ,r~lstl)- (lisl)r()portiol1utc 

lnllst be (lc'sl)cratc for tllcir (~()ll11try', th~lt 01)1)ositio11 
to tlle lJarcllt 111l1St l)ril1g; ccrtaill (lcstrllctic)ll 111)011 tlle 

cllil(l. Illclcccl ,\~ll~tt l)llt tlle 1)~ltro11a{~C of tlle God 

of Ht:avcn could havc causccl the lighter scalc to 
I)}"C!JOllClcratc ? 'VIlat btlt tlle so\!Creigll 11\al1datc 

of tllC Lord Gocl of tll(~ armies of Isr,lel COllld 11avc 
comlnandcd victory to pcrch on the American 
eagle? 

}"'c\V can fonn an adequatc iclea of the unusual dis­

adval1tagcs of our SitU,ltio11 at tllat 11,lzardous mo-
111Cllt. F c,v are SCJlsil")le of tllC almost il1Sl11)crable 
<lifficlllties Ollr illllstriollS Cl1i(~ftail1 \\·as tllell callcd 

to cnCOlll1ter. Pl,lcccl ~lt tllC l1etld of ~l bravc but tlll­

(liscil)lillccllnilitia, \VllO \vcre l111tlCClI~:.t()lnell to tl~e 

11eccssar)'~ sllbordillutioll of fl n1ilitar~T lire, "litll scall­

t)r rCSOllrces ,111(l a ,~erJ~ triffiillg qllalltit)r of ,varlike 

stores, IlC 11,lCl to COIJC ,vitIl ,rcter'.\ll troof)S, regll1arl)~ 

l)rcd to tllC SCiCllCC" of ,,·ar, rCll()\Y"llCcl for tIleir l11ili­
tar)T l)ro,v'css, '\9cll fl\(l, ,vell clotllc(l, ~111Cl amlJly Sll!)­

plicd with the implcmcnts of \yar!:'u'c. Adel to all 
t]lis, tlle Cl1ClllY 11~1(1 ~tlrca(l)· g()t footillf; tII)011 OlIr 

~llor~s, ~l11(1 \v'(~rc setttc<.l ill tlle bOSOl11 of our l11ctrop­
()lis. 

f"~ltllcrs, l)oillt tllC ~lttclltioll of )'-(1l1r cllildrcll to tlle 

~11111als of llistor)~, t11Cl1 recof(l tllc tr~lllS~lcti()!lS of tllis 

lllt:1110rablc crisis. " 'rell re your childrcn ofit, and 

" let your childrcll tell thcir children, and thcir chil· 



.. dren another generation," that fr01l1 age to age they 

may adore the wonder-working hand of God in dis 

playillg' divinc strength amid human weakncss. 

Ought not the recolleetion ofthose times, "whieh 
tricd lnCl1's SOllIs," to u,\r,lkCl1 ill Ollr lJOSOlnS SCl1ti .. · 

IlleIlts of l)iollS gratitlIde to tlll~ Arl)itcr of tllC lllli­

,'erse, '\illO COlltrols ,\;"itll e(!llttl f~lCilit)i tl1C (lestillies 

of 11UtiollS allcl illcli,ri(llluls? "Jf it had llot beell tllC 

" Lord \vllO ,v"as 011 Ollf sicle, if it 11cld 110t been the 

" Lorcl ,vho 'V,lS OIl Otlr side, ,vllell Illell rose 111) 
" agaillst lIS: tl1Cll they llUd s,·vallo,vecl lIS tIl) (luick, 
c, \VllCll tIleir ,,'ratll ,,,"as killfllcd ,-lgaillst lIS." 

Will not the rcvie\v of forl11cr <l'lJrs rcnlilld us 
of tllC talcllts Ull(l \/irtlles of tIlose ",.110, ill tlle cabi. 
llct alld fiel(l, strllgglc(l for tl1c salvation of tllcir 
COlll1try, a11d 1111l1cr God strll.gglcd \vith StlCcess? 

Never 011 tllis occ~lsioll S110l1}(1 "re farget tIlose \,rho 
fougl1t, \\rl10 blcd, \\itO conflucrccl, tl1at Americ,l 
l11igllt be frec. 

Ollght 110t tl1C rccollectioll ()f tllis CVClltflll seaSOIl 

to (lxcite Ollr ,ldlnir~ltiol1 of the l1croic slJirit \vhich 

s,vcllcd tlle 11oson1s of OlIr f,ttllcrs, ,tnd irlspircd 
them with the noble resolution to eonquer or die? 

CUtl '''~c C()11tcffil)latc \vitllOllt l)rofittillg thercb)r, tlle 
plIre fl:.tme of ptltriotisll1 \\lllicll \v·arlncd thcir l1carts t 

,111(1 COllSlllnC(l ill its gCllcrolls l)ltlZC tll0S{~ lncrCClla­

ry vic,vs ancl fcclil1gS, \\'hicll 'VOllId blast tllC soul of 

gCl1Cf()llS clltcrl)rizc? Bcll01(1 tllCll1 like tl balld of 

brothers, pkdging thcir lives, thcir fortunes, and 



tllcir sacrc(l 11011011r to (lCfClld tIleir COlll1try; all<.t 

let lIS le~lrll tllC sall1C lessoll. 

\;Vhcn ,v·c c,tll to l11il1Cl tlle ,,,~ortl1ies of tI1C 

Alueric,l11 revoltltioll, "re "TiIlllot Sllrel)T forget 11ill1 
who \Vas dcservcdly styled first in \Var, first in 
pcacc, and first in the hcarts of his countrynlcn. 
Bcl()vcd vV A S II ING TO N, tll()ll grc,lt all(l goo(l! 
,rilose cnlillcl1t ,tbilitics, llllitc(l ,,,-itIl \.rirttlCs eqll~lllj~ 

conspieuous, justly entitled thec to this uccided 

pre-clnincncc! Long sha11 thy narne be pronouneed 

,rith dclightful eulogy on caeh annual return of this 

thy country's natal day. .And our praise of thcc 

s11all testif)T tll~lt ,ve are 110t Ull1l1il1dful of t11Y COln­
panions in rcnown; nor would we withhold [1'0111 

t]lcr11 t11c riclll)7 deserved rneed of UI)pl[lllsc! Higll­
ly i~l\rOllrcd 111ort~\1! Fc.\ctioll recoiled ,lt tl1Y l)fCS­

(~11CC, ~llld 11i(1 its llcad ill illf'.tnl)r; the tOl1gue of 
c,llll11111Y "ras silcncc(l, ,tlld tlle ,'cnOln of"!)arty s!)irit 
fell 11"trllllcss ~lt tllY feet! All! 110\V do "re Ilcccl tIl)" 

llrcscllcC allcl tIlillC illflllCllce ill tllis d~lY of divisioll, 
,vllen Ilcarts ,vllicll Sl10111d be kllit together are bc~ 

con1C strangely alienated, and the sword may be di­
rcctcd against cach other which should be I)ointcd 
against the comlnon foe! l\fay generations to CQlne 

tOpy thy bright cxample ! Muy futurc lnagistrates 

illhcrit thy wisdom, cherish thy picty, and POSSl'SS 

thinc cnlightclll'd, unwavcring patriotisDl ! 
Brlt Ilot l11crcly to the u(lmiratioll of the valour 

a'1(l11()1)1(~ atc 11 it rlll('Jlts ()r Ol,r C01111tr,"nletl, 110r ti) 
• 
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tllC cxercise ()f ~~l'~lt ittl(lc f(Jr tllC l)reci()ll ~~ frltits ()r 

tllcir COl1qllests, ,,~ollI(l "~c COllfillC ()llf ~lttC:l1ti()11. 

"Vit}l })raisc to tlle ~I()st Higll fl)r the IJrcc.iollS gift, 

let us consider, how the blcssings wc cnjoy may be 
l)crpetlltltccl to l)t)sterit)~. 

The speaker ,vishes not to infringe UP011 the rights 
of otllers, allcl is 1111"iillillg to sllrrCl1(lcr llis ()"~ll. 

It is m)~ clcsigll to ,ltldress ):QU \\:itll fr~l11kl1CSS, allcI it 
,vill,lIso l)c 111)'" ail)l, tllat fral1k11cSS be COll11cctecl "Tit}1 

moderatioIl. Al1d I sIlall COl1ficle ill )·Ollr C~llldollr, 

to h~~lr "ritll 1),lticllCC, alld jlldgc ,vitll in11)urtialit) ... 
011 lna11)' l)olitica l tOI)ics tllcrc llla)p l)e (liflercl1t 

opiniolls cl11br,lcecl by I)CrSOlls, "r}lO cqll:tll); ,visll 
"rell to tileir COlllltr)·. It is saicl to be ~l gO()(! flllc­

\\rllicll \v'orks l)otl1 ,,~a)'"s, th,tt is, ,rllicll 0l~cratcs 

fairly and irnpartially, whoever rnay be in power or 

autll0rit):. AllCl ill COl1siclcril1g tllC 111cal1S of l)l'r­

petuating the blcssings of a frec govcrnment to OlU­

scIves, ,lncl OlIr (ll~SCCI1(lents, it js ]JfO!)osc(1 t() la)'" 

dO\Vl1 sllell l)ri11cil11cs ,15 111tt)W ~llJl)ly to c,~cr)" I)~lrt),., 

and ought to rcglliate the proeecdil1~s of all. 
It is surely cxpedicnt, that sHeh prineipks or 

lnaxims I)c (lclibcr~ttci)· c()11si(lerccl, llll(lcr c.t g()\'cr11 -

rncllt ,vIliell csscllti~lll)y d<:I)CJ1(ls 011 tlle ))rcatll of 

popular opinion. 
Tlle remarks 110\" l11allc lC,td Inc to ~lssigl1 as itTI-

portant lneans for prcserYing our fi-eedom, the libcl'­
ty of speech, and of the press. The fn.:c and proper 
use of the tonguc and thc pen has caused tyrants to 



trelnl>}c 011 tllcir tllrO]lC~, ,111tlllUS s11akell the CrO\\lli. 

li'onl tllcir 11e~llls. 'fllCSC r)o,,~crful tlg<:11ts ill tlle 
procurenlcllt of libcl'ty are to be regarded as useiill 

atlxiliarics ill i)rcser\rillg it. 
But this grcat palladium of civil libcrty may be 

sllbvcrted; the inlportal1t privilege of thinking, 
speaking and writing with freedom llpon politic.:al 

su bjects may eitl1cr dcgcllerate int() licel1tiouSl1ess, 
or rnay be disregarded. \Vould we long e~ist a free 

I)coplc, Ollr citizCllS lnust inclividually cherisll a frec, 
lnalll)·, i11(lcI)el1dellt spirit of inqllir)r illto the cllurac­
ter of public Illen, alld public nleastlres. Tlley 
lnust (larc to read, Ilcar, and judge for tllenlsel,res ; 

~l11(1 st~lnd aloof fronl that hardihood of illveterate 

l)rcj udicc which ,vin· not credit even official docu­

l11Cllts, 1111less fOUIld ill their O\Vll fa'~Ollrite prillts. 

\Vith regard to the degree of conftdence to be 

placed in our rulcrs, there are extremes equally to 
Ilc ~lvoided. A just obediellce to tlle laws, a be. 

(\0111il1g deference, a manly support to our rulers, 
\ve :most cordiallyapprove. . But God forbid that 

the .L\mcriCaIl natiol1 should evcr repose that ul11imi. 
ted COl1fidencc ill man, or lnrulifest that bliild sub .. 

mission, which \vould change their rulers into mas­

ters. Had such a disposition prevailed in the times 

of Otlr fttthers, tlle American rcvoilltion could not 
llavc takcn pl:lce. 

Thcre is a drar distinetion betwixt the govern·· 

ment and the administration. Men who approvc 
C) ..... 
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tIle forl11er l11tl)T S0111etilnes rel)robatc tlle latter; i.lllri 

for tllis very reaSOll, 11eCatlsC tllC aclnlillistration rna)r 

be hostile to tlle constitlltioll, or subvcrsi"c of tlle 

public good. If this distinction be not admittcd, 
those who have been n105t clamorous against prc­

ctding administrations, do in faet stigmatizc them­

:selves with the very odiom they would east upon 

otllers, of bt~ing ellcmics to tlle COl1stittttion. '''Til l 
it be pretended, that cv'cr)· one ,\'110 al)})ro\res 110t the 
l)olicy of cldmil1istratiol1 is unfric11dl)r to tl1C <'~Oll­

stitutioll, Ulld ~l11 Clleln}~ to 11is COul1tr)~? lf tllis be 
the case, th()se ,rllo ~lre 110\V its !1rof'essecl ~1(1111irers, 
,\rere once its de,lclliest foes. 

l'hc recollectiol1, that althollgIl tllc go\rerllmel1t be 
good tl1c aclmil1istratiol1 nl~lY be corrllpt, ,,~cr)~ 

strol1 gl}· sllggests to Ollr mil1ds tl1C ,·ast, il1discri­
l)able import,tl1CC ot' a due ,lttCl1tiol1 to tllC rigllt of 

suffrage. This is the great lever by which aur nu­

tiol1al respectability may be elevatcd or depressed. 
The punctual and faithful exercise of this right is of 

I>re.emincllt utility in promoting a just administra­
tion of the goverment under which \\T live. It is 
by the operation of this right that the yoicc of the 

people is heard, and also obeyed. By the proper us~ 
of tllis illcstimable privilegc, ho,v ricIlly nl,lY ()ur 
country be lJencfitted; I))" tllC l1Cglcct or abuse of it, 
11 o \\T Ul1spcakably il1jtlred! If til C Roman cml>cr()r 

wh~ ~.uffered a day to pass without au)' iastaHcc: of do-

i.lg' g00d had rea50n to cxclaim, " l have: lo~t a day/' 



Il 

thcy who neglect the right of suffragc in the clec. 

tion of officers to legislate over them in the com· 

mOll\Vealtll, lla.ve rcaSOIl to exclaim, Illave lost a 

year. 
Let it ev er be considered as of l)rimary ilnport­

ancc in preserving the imluunities of aur citizens, 

that they scrupulously guard against any infringe­

ment of the rights of suffrage, and exercise vigilancc 

in selecting for every important office the most suita­
ble Clltlractcrs. Passillg by tlle 110isy seeker after 

office, 'V110 obtrlldes l1inlself l11Jon their llotice, tllCY 
sllould COllst~lntly fix tIleir c)res "011 tile faitllflll of 
the l'llld." 

'fhe igl1oral1t alld lJrofligate sllould never be C01Ll­

sidered as candidates for election. For ignorance 

and vice should be denounced as total disqualitica­

tions for rcspollsibilit)r alld trllst. Tllc)r are ill t)leir 
,rCr)'- l1uture il1imical to tllC pllre sl)irit of !),ltriotislll. 

A people in order long to be free luust be enlight­

cned and virtuolis; and it is unnatural to suppose, 

that such a people will luake choice of uncnlighten­

ed, 1111prillCil)lcd mell. 

rfo gi\r(~ ad<.litiollal \\teigIlt ,111(1 cfficac)? to tllCSC 

rcm~lrks, let lIS 11c,lr the O!)illioll of tlle illllstriollS 

'W AS HIN G TO N, tIlall W}10111 110 Olle hetter deserves 
tlle title of [,ttIler of 11is countr)". "It is substall .. 
tially true, (says this great and good luan) that vir .. 

tllC is tl llcccssary spring of l)opular goverl1nlcllt., 

'Vho tlltlt is ,.\ Sill.CCrC fi~icl!d to it Ca)l look "titll jll" 



difit\rel1 CC t11)()}1 ttttel111)ts to sl"lake tl1C [()l.l11(latlol1S (Jf 

t11c l:lbric ?" So IOllg as tl1c .!\1111jg'llt)~ LC~lrcttl fllic 

ill tllC Ulli\tcrsc, ,l11d COlltrollctll tll<: (lcsti!1ics ()f ll~l­

tiOllS, SO I011g it "rill rClllaill ~l S{ )tlll(l l11axil11, t]lat 

" knowledgc, 1110rality and picty, diffused thruugh a 
11,ttioll, are t1. SlIre l)lc(lg<.~ ()f its \rl)11:1rc; ,rililc igll0-

rallcc, profal:elless ~l11(1 ill1I:ict)-, forcLJo(lc tll~ir de .. 

struc.tio; l. ~, I t is ~l lllax il11 "rllicll S}lOlllcl be Cll .. 

gra,'ed illletters of' })r,lSS, tllat ,ritllOtlt !)tlt)iic l'irtll(~ 

no republic can lang C~ ist. lf wc listen to the 

faitllful ,~oice of llistor)~, ~l11(1 cart:fll11)~ obscr\'c tll(~ 

as!)ect of Olir COlllltr):, ,,,·c s11ull l)ercci,rc t11at tllCrl\ 

are tllrce evils \,,·llich clnillcl1tl,r thrc,ltcll blIr lil)cr-
.; 

ties, alld agaillst ~~\T11icll it becomes lIS sc(lulollsly-

to guard, viz. the corruption of 17lorals, party sjJirit, 
andforeign illjluence. 

It rnc.l}T be a!)prolJriate to the l)reSel1t Dec,asio11 to 
touch upon e:.tcll of these 1)oil1tS. 

As to the corruption of moraIs, Ishall add no nl0re 

to "rhat I 11ave alre~ld)T offcrcd bllt to obscr,'c, tllut 

if the fountaill be corrupt, the strcal11S tllat issuc 

froln it will of course be impllrc. Let purity of 

eIeetioIl, and purit)r of morais, cvcr I)OSSCSS all l1igll 
rallk anlong ti le nlCatls of 1)crllCttl,ltil1g tllC lilJcrtiGS 

of our COul1tr)'. 

1'0 thcse rncans nlust be ,tclclccl a s~llllt~lr\r cautioll 
el 

against the violcnce of party spirit. Through its 

dcstructivc influencc, govenullcnts have becn over· 

tllro":ll, atlcl tlle libertics of ~l ll,\tioll subvcrtcd l)~,~ 



blind but hot-headed zealots, who fondly imagined 
they were supporting them. It has estranged the 
11e~Lrts of tIlose \Vll0 \\rere l)llrSllillg, by difierel1t 
})Utlls, t11c same ol)ject, tlle liberties atid best inter. 

ests of tIleir COu11tr}". It has sometimes l)rOnOUllced 
tl1C se11tel1ce of condemnatioll on her most COl1siderate 
all(l jlldicious friel1ds; alld has drivetl to the sha.des 

of retiremcl1t tlle most meritorious citizells of \vhich 

tlle comnl011wealtll could boast. 
Most desirable it certai11ly is, that good alld 

luoderate nlell ,vould unite tileir influellce to COll­

trol that blind spirit of party which tramples on the 
rllies of IJropriety, and transports its deluded follo\v­

ers beyond the boundaries of justiee ; which to 
carry its own points would separate friends, and 
~llicllatc the c.lffections of those ,vho feel all equal at­
t~lchnlellt to the lalld ill \,thich ,ve liv·e. 

Let 110t party 11ames deafel1 our ears to tllC 

,roice of justice, Ilor prevellt the adoptiol1 of all) 

lncasures promotive of the public good. i\lthough 
as ill cluty bOUlld "te maintain stIe}l l)olitical axionls 
as ,ve dcelll to be correct, let us 110t exclllde from 

our candollr all ,vho differ. I~et dislike te) ,'iolent 
I>artizans be teml)cred ,vith COlll!)assioll tO\\T~lrd~ 

their 11011cst but misguidcd ~ldhercllts. Let lIS bcur 
il11nilld that the Opillions of lUUllkilld ~lrc illflllenC(~(l 

l)y a ,"arict~r of cirCllmstal1ces, ,,71lich l)rollucc a (li·· 
vcrsity of SClltinlellt in tllC millcls of tIlose, \v}1(}Se ill 

tt'ntiolls are equally upright. 'Vould to God that 



firlnl1CSS, tCll11)Crccl ,,~itll moclcratio11, lnigllt frustr,lte 

tlle ln,lcllil1atic)11S of cvil.nlill(lcd nletl, '\J~110 scek 

tllcir 0"'11 ,lggr3.l1Clizelntllt illsteucl of tIle !Jllblic 

good! 
Good 111Cll on l)oth sides of ,l qllcstioll (lel)rc .. 

cate party spirit, tll,lt balle of tlle, comnl011\\tcaltll. 
But how is party spirit to be suppressed ? By coer­

SiOll ?-Surelv 110t. 'l'llc frec-l)orn lllil1Cl ,,-ill rc-.. 
volt at the iclca. It ,vill 11 obl)'" d,lrc t<) rcsist ttll ill-

fltlCnce, bllt tlle illflllcllce of ~lrgllmcllt. Alld frce·· 
mell should COlltenll1 tllC use of otller \'~Cal)011s. 111 

this ltllld of liberty the frcc(loln of tllOllgllt CU11110t 

l)e slll)prcsse(l. Alld is 110t tllC frecdolu of Sl)cccll, 
al1d of tllc l)rcss, gllarantecd b)r tl1C COllStitlltioll? 

1'hc)· Ollgllt illclec(l to 11C llscd ,vitll decorll111, ~111(1 

regulatcd by the (lict~ltes of trutIl. 

Let 110t tllC (lomillullt l)n,rt)1" (\\1}1icllc'1<:r it l11a)­

be) prCSUllle to ,,"ield tllC arl11 of arbitr~lr)T I)O'Vl~r. 

For it is an incontcstible truth, "that oppressioll 
,vill m~lkc a ",ise m~lll 111a(1." 

W Ollld. ,,:c llot Cllcollragc illtestillC conlffiotiol1S, 

,ve lnllst n111ttl~111)r Clllti\·'ltc ,\ sl)irit of C,lll(lour, ,llld 

preser,·c tllC 111il1(1 0l)etl to COll\iicti()ll. 'VIl)'" Jl0t 

be \villillg to 14 ea(1, UllCl/ze(ll·, ~111(1 l>utiClltl)r C,lll\raSS 

"That m~lY l)c ()f[crc(l for COllsidcr,ltioll? \VllCll tllt' 
great ,lilll is to cllrry a jJoint, be it rigllt or 

Vt'fOl1g, tl1c I)l11)lic goo(l In lIst filll ,l sacrificc; ~l11(1 

bitter ~u1irllositie!j, allcl ~<.:vcrc rccrimil1utiollS, ,vill 1)(., 

f'11gcllllcred. 
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fl'llc llltlXill1, t}lclt p(),,'er givcs rigllt is detesta­
ble. It forms the gronnd \Vork of despotism. For 

thus reasons the despot, I have power, and I will 
llse it as I l)le~lsc. 

"fhis ICclds me to offer ~111 aclclitiollal reluark re .. 

speeting the m(~jority and the minority under a free 

f;O'·CfJlll1Cl1t. '1-'11C Olle as ,,,"ell as t11c otllcr has 
dllties to l)crforlu. 'fhc majority lnllst rllle, bllt 

not oppress. The nlinority have rights whieh are 

!lot to be ,vrestcd fro 111 tllctll. But botll tllC major­

it), ~lnd 111il10rit)l" cquall)~ forfeit thcir rigl1ts by- a ,rio~ 
!ati()ll of tIleir Cltlt)l". 

Jf tllc majority at Ul1Y tinlC lnal1ifest a \rilldictive, 
(~xtcr]ninatil1g s!)irit; if t11c)' are iml)utient to re· 

1110VC frOln office all, whosc opinions do not quad­

rate '\Tith their 0\"·11; ill tt "lord, if tllCY treat tlle mi. 
llority not as fello,v citizCl1S, but ,15 foes, ,,'"ill this 
treatment obtain confidence and respcct? 'Vill it 
(~ompel men to reg~lrd their l)crsecutors as friends ? 

Will such a conduct destroy party spirit? Will it 

IIOt ratllcr 11~lVC a. tClldcI1CY to exasperate and in­

flame it? \\lill it 110t \videt1 the breach instead of 
hcaling it? And put men flIrther at variance, instead 

of stre11gthcllillg tllC bOllds of unioll ? 
It is not to be expected that Ilumbers will pass 

for ~trgul11ellt ,vitll all illqtlisitive lnil1d. Illfallibili .. 
t y is by no means attuched to the majority. While 
"I"C Slll)mit to tllcir allthority as tlle ruling power, 

,re are t\t libt~rt)r to SCtlll tllcir measurcs; alld, if er-
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roncous, to lJOillt Ollt t}}C crrors ,111(1 rClllOllstratl' 

against thcm. 
Virtllc ~lll(l talcllts mel)' S()lllctinles be 111 tllC nli ... 

110rity; ~llld thcir C,lllSC ille C~tllSc of trutl. ~l11d 

jnstice. W as not this the case in Grcat Britain 

\VhCll tllc nlujorit)T were for I)llttillg ill I()l cc t11c batl­

gllintlr)r SC}lcllles of a h'lllghty 111illi~tcr for t11l' ~lll)­

.1ugation of Alneriea ? Did not a virtuous lni,~nrity 
ill tl1C Britisll 1)clrli,lmcl1t 11()blj~ l)rotest ~'lg~li!1~t ,11C 
~lleasures \\711icll \verc il1imictll to us, ~111(11J()\\'l~!'fti!IJ" 

plead Ollr cause? Al1d do ilJe 110t tI-lillk tll,tt ~ll .. 
thOllgl1 ill tllC nlill0rit)~ tl1C)~ 11ad rig-Ilt 011 tllcir si(lc ? 

A divisioll of tllC states is jtlstl)· rl)}J}'()batctl. 

But 110\V is this cv il to be Ilre\rClltecl? B)r trllltlial 

forbearance Ul1d fricrldship; alld ))y justly (lis~ri1J­

uting the pul)lic l)llrdcllS alld l)ri\tilcgcs. Il' t11()sC 

states \,,,ho possess tll(~ gre,ltcst \vcigllt ill tl,(- ll11i()11, 

"houlel ~lt UI1Y tinlC CI1dc~lvour to l)car dO\'''ll ~l11<.1 

crusll tllC otllcrs 1)): all 01)I)rcssil~C illflllCllCC, it 

\\7oulcl stlrel)~ llastcil tllc dreadflll catastrol>llc of l1a­

tiollal rllill. 
It sllould e\rer l)c retllCmbcred tllut tl1c ft:(lcr~\l 

constitutiol1, ,vIljell binds tlle states ~og,-~:11cr, \vas till" 

result of mutllal conc~~ssiOl1; alld by t11t~ snlne sl)irit 
of conciliation it eatl alOllC I)e llrcser,·cd. 

What wcre tllC 11rinciI)!cs \\~llicll lcel te) tIle ,,\nlcr­

ical1 rcvoilltion? Was it 110t tlle lllIC()llCjllCral)lc 

love of lil)erty \Vl1ich c(~l11(1 Ilot l),'{)ok ~ Il() fl'~lcr~ of 
slavery, all(l rcvolted at Ull) l)rcI)ar~ltiollS to f()rgc: 



t hem? And ought not the ~~\1nt spirit :..;till to he dll'f o 

islll'(l ? 
III tlll~ 111t~l11 tilllc- il' \\re '\·()llill SllCCl~s:lftlll)7 gtl<:t1"ci 

af..;:JillSt. tilL l)itrcrllCSs (.lf l)~trt)· sl)irit, let lIt) })C\v',lrl' 

of j 11(1 tllgil1g lIJlbecOJ11111f~· fJ{II·! i (,l; ty tO\irar(i.j an y 

f()rcign nation; whicl1 llatllr~lily eagendcrs H spint 

()f (li \,isi()ll ~lt 110111C. 'l~o bear, \\l'itllollt r~sist~tl1Ce, 

l',~crv ill:.-lllit fr()lll ~()11e 11~\tioll, \Vl10111 \\·c clloose to 
fli 

l)l~lce ill tllC c~ltaloglle ()f fril'll(ls, ,111d to reScl1t to tllt~ 

cxtrclnc C\lcr)T oflellce \Vlletl1cr illtCl1tiollal or uriin­
tCllti\)11~ll frolll ~l11()tl1er, ,vIllell ,ve ,lre clcterl11inecl to 

(~~lll Ollr f(Jc, \VOllld S~lVOllr of slle}} l)llcrile l)artialit)r 

towards anc, and such childish antipathy against the 

otl1cr, ,lS iil 1)eCOI11CS ,\ frcc ,111(1 Cl11iglltel1cd I)eo!)le. 
O il tllis to!)ic let tlle 1),ltCfllttl ,1(1\, ice of our de .. 

l)~lrtc(l cllief, ill llis fltrc\\·eil tlddress, still sound ill 

()llr C~lrs: "r:xccssivc I)~lrtialit)r for Olle Ilatioll, Ull(l 

exccssi\'l~ dislike of anothcr, CilUSC those WhOlll they 

~letll:.ttc, to sec (ltlllg(~r 0111)" 011 Olle side, al1d ser,'e 
t() ,~<:il ,111{t C\'Cll SCCOI1(1 the ,trts of illflucllce on tlle 

otllt~r. Real patriots who luay rcsist the intrigues 

(lr the favOllritc, are liable to bccOlue suspectcd and 

odious; ",hilc its tools and dupcs usurp the ap­

plallsc and confidcllce of the pcoplc to surrender 

tllcir illtl'rc~ts." 

e,tll ,re ll'cl s"ltisfic(l tllCll, \\illCll the 111ost noto­

ri()ll~ illSlllts fi-()lll Olle of tlle l),lrtics are tlu·o\vn illto 

tl1C l)ack grolillli, t111Cl c\,rer)T ostel1sible offeIlce COffi­

lllittc(l l))~ tIl\: otllcr is l>fcsentccl to t11c l)tlblic C~'t' 

'fl strcHlg all(\ g;l .. tri!lg (~Ol()\lrS ? 
:" 
.) 



18 

ll()\v casil}' are l)rcj ll(licl's f()rll1Cd UI1U fostcrc<l, 
\VIljell blill(l e\r(~rl go()(l lllil1Cls, ,U1Ct ,-lffcct llonest 

hc[\rts! It nlight be CBSY to show, how sllch pnju­
(liccs are f()rn1ccl ill rcgur{l to tllC cO!()SSi.lll)o,,"crs of 

the European world. This ,,"ouIll be indecd to 

treacl on clelic,ltc groull(l; aJ1fl I "·Oll!cl 110t "~Oll11d 

a single nerve of sensiLility on this jOYOl1S occasion. 

Will it ho,\~e\~cr be arrliss te) il1(lllirc, a~ t'rc11C]1 .. 

luen fought by our side in dcfencc of Gur libertics, 

is it not natural to c11tcrtairl a prcclilcctio11 in tl1cir 

favour? But should 110t SllCll l)rcjllcliccs be c,·cr­

thrO\Vl1 by tllC rt~flectiol1, tll~lt " Ollr grcat 311(1 g'()()d 
ally" is no more, and that al10thcr king, rathcr CIU­

peror, rather despot, has arisen, that "knows Hot 
Joseph." As Englisbmcn attcmpted to wrest from 

\IS tilose libertics for \\rllicll ""(~ cOlltendccl, bllrl1t 

Ollr tO\VllS, al1d nll1rdercd otlr citizC11S, 110\\~ cas,'" is .. 
it to rc\,i,,·c tllat al1inl0~itJr \vhich SUCll SCCllCS excit-

cd, and sharpen afrcsl1 tlle s!)irit of re,·cllgt ( 13tlt 

,·vllat saith oltr dcclaratiol1 of ill(lcpCl1(lcI1C{~? It 110-

bly declares, " we \Vill hold thcnl as the rest of the 

"ror Id, (~ncnlics ill ,\:"tT, ill !)C,lCe fricIl(ls." 

If \\te d\\·ell UPt')}l }>Hst \vrongs, sllould ,ve forget, 
tllat evell }'rellchil1cn once cruelly surrolllldc(l t.)lC 

frontiers of Ollr ii }fant COllntr}", ,1Ild aiclccl b)' S,l\'age 

l>urbarity inhllmal11y burnt OlIr (l\vcllillgs, ,Ul cl 
lnurdered (lefcnccless ,vomell an(l children, \rllile 

Britibh blood freel)/" flo\\'ed \v·itll Amt'ricUIl ill rcsist­

ing these calamities? lf Britain hath in any instanc<.' 
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rcstricted our comnlcrce, or imlJressed Ollr scamell, 
should wc be unmindful, that the very nation who 

fOllgllt \\Tith \IS tlle battles of il1depelldcnce, has 

Sil1CC burnt aur ships, allcl imprisolled our men, in 
tlle f,lee of existillg treaties ; atld tllat tIleir insatiate 

conqucror still holds in his possession millions of 

our property? Think ye the tyrant of Europe, who 

tramples on all republics within his reach, has any 

real affectiol1 for Anleric,l? As much as the croco .. 

dile ,,'hell it sheds tears over its prey. 

I forbcar to ell1'lrgc. 

BRETHREN, 

Is it 110t time for party spirit to be absorbed ill 

~t SCllSC of conlmOll (langer? Let us be neither 

F rcnc1unen nor Englislunen, but Americans. With 

fraIlk UJld 11011est hearts let llS greet each other 

as fello\v COulltr}~lnel1. Let not party spirit nor for­

eign irdluence mar the fcstivities of this day. Let 

us unite heart and hand to rejoice in our country's 

good. Let us unitc heart and hand to prornote it. 

For my brcthren and companions' sake I would 

l)r~lY, l)eace be \" ithil1 thee. 

I dose with a scntiment in which I trust every 

good nlincl \vill Ullitc : 

May the American standard never be 1111furled 
in an unrighieous callse! Thcn may we safely wish 

and pr-ay, that the swords of our countrymen may 
nc,,~er be unsheatlled ill ,"nin ! 


