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ORATION.

AKX A

Friends &3 Fellow-Citizens !

HOW dear to you is the event we have met to cele-
brate? Eow ful) aud unfading tlie joys whicn 1t firfk
infpired ? You have affembled to hear him, who hath
the honor of addrefling vou, when the proud theme, in
ftrains of noble eloquence, hatk {o frequently been offer-
ed to your mediztauons, and fometimes imprefled upon
your hearts, not only by the charms of graceful {fpeech ;
but the powerful influence of its flowing from the lips
of heroes, adorned with the laorels of that illuftrious
achievement. What 1s there now to be gleaned from
this Aeid, with which 1t may be hoped to reward your
aitention, or even to win your audience ? There 1s, 1n
geaeral, little to excite the ardor of one, whofe 1afk is
o defcant upon a topic, which hath already fhed its
luftre 1o the glow of genius, and yielded 0 tafte and
clocution, whatever of grace, or fublimity, that may
raife the heart, or delight the imagination. Sull,
fhould not this refle®ion, however obtruding, difmay
fuch as are called upon to pourtray the character of
AMERICA’: INVEPENDENCE? Sacred to the pride and
glory of our nation, it muft continue, fellow citizes:,
to nourifh your beft feelings; to animate your noblef
fentiments ; to keep alive a generous enthufiafm in your
minds, and therefore, can never be touched, however
often, or fzebly, without awakening all your fenfibili-
ty. Here, no art is wanted to kindle paffion: You
come alrealy infpired. As im reviving the image of
fome dear departed relative, the tender qualities and
B amiable




amiable virtaes of his life, wosid imite thr fond Tens:,
azd zwaken ercoilons dezr to fricadihip; fo, 3: tie re-
turn of this eveniful cav, mudt tic pade of nerces,

and the rapiares of iverv, pedics vonr fouls, sud ani-
mzte featiments that sz fzcred 10 peiniNim.

It mo? be owned, 1adeed, that the annals ¢f m2n-
L:nd do rot afford tae exzompic of a naton, who have
max‘.w.':cd higher wiiddom, or more heroic courage, 13

he purfuit 2nd viedication of iheir frecdom, thzn the
pto;-!c of theie Uniicd Siates. Led frem the ci6 10
thz n:w bemiiphere, by 2 {fpirit of ecicrprize, or ex-
peilec by the rurnlels foperftition of i:eir pareri xing-
dom, derving 0 them the nghis ¢f conicience, w..uh
hes{cl: had wrzned from the arm of 2 debafiz > Lierzr-
cov, v braved the horrors of a how, g wiidemels ;
rai‘ed ik ts bofem an alzar, and kindled 1he viia! dzme
of liberzv. Here, for twice the term 2lluwed 0 the
csurfe of man, they waiched and fed s growing
ipiecdor—fc: twice that term, thoagn mz-ked by
frightfal difafters, thcy continued to ficusith under i:s
gcmzl bezms, and 10 denive, as weil from tace olefings
of their own day, as thoie, whbich feemed 10 flore for
the ocbore, jomethipg, mere than reqsi:al for the
comfusis ttey had renoucced; fomethingz, more them
consolztion for the calamines they had erdared.

Brr, the hight which cheers the heart cf the pil-
grim, m1ay guide tne fleps of the robber. Eritain,
dead to the freiings of rcnfanguini’y, beheid, wita
jealonlr, wni: daweing glory of ike weit; and regard-
iefs cf ::5 benmign influence vpon her children 1a the
wildercefs, embraced the annatural icheme of 1:s vrier

cxtindion.—Her mesfures were accordingly tzken;
z5d meza: devifed to f it the foul imient.—Fracd,
violence ard perndy, 2i:ernately obeyed the d:iaies
of he:r rancorous hate.—When confounded by thz
thander of Fiir, fill cnappealed, the feemed to aban-
don; bat, in fal, hugging clofer to her heart, the
‘iagmoas plot, foon reiumed her wily ccurfe, wi... 2
“ubtlety, not to have been contemned by the primitive

spoiles of human beatitude. What addrefs! What
' menacing !
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gconciaz ! VWhat fimulation aed diEmulation! Prom-
jies fucceeded threats; 2and threats, in wra, gave way
0 e f.fions of parental folicitude. Now the iron
sod wac gr“fped—x cw the giided rattie fhaken. Bat,
vzii were hier arts: tie guardi:mn angel of America
hovered over, anc kept her clofe to the fide of a pro-
t=dirg poacx .—In vzin the ferpent waved his ﬂnmng
foids; in vain eredted kis oo.den creft; 1n vain put
forth his forked tongue ; fhe “wenid tafte not the killing
fruit; ba:, 1o d*»- of the awful wammg, << Eat not,
*“ 5z ye Die,” ratner than become the vidiin of his
guile, preferred the nobie enterprize of braifing his
h-ad. The motives which impelled her to this fearful
confi&, fprang from no vulgar fource. No! Not
from defpair; not from faction; nor the {mart of pofi-
tive fuffering ; buz, from the Jove of liberty; loving
wizh 2ll Ler heart, with all her foul, with all her
might; and rzgarding every hoflile approach, howe-
ver remote, or oblique, with the jealoufy whicha Lu-
crena would contempiate an attack uporn her virtae.
The conda& of her leaders in the revolution, clearly
demorflrates the truth of thefe ailertions. Devoted to
a caafe in which their ftrongeft paflions were enlifted,
they ftill adopted their meafures with moft exemplary
forefight and circumipe@ion. Provoked by the contin-
ued wrongs of their country, and impelled by the en-
thufiafm of the times; pervading every rank, and fex,
and age, they yet reprefled the gen=:ral propenfity to
violence ; and, maiptaining tie balance of moderatior,
fought for a redrefs of grievances, only by attempts to
rouie the torpid juftice of their ‘overeign, and to rally
2round their caufe, the generous {pirits of his kingdom.
But, there was no juitice in the breaft of the former;
and the pious labours of the latter were ceni’eouently
abortive. Neither the pathetic eloquence of Darre;
nor the warning voice of Chatham, nor the radiant
flow of Burke’s wonderous foul, could convert his ar-
bitrary will, or check the headloag impetuofity with
which his fubjets feconded every proje of hi- perni-
cious and 1infatuated councils. Columbia was doomed
for the yoke of Albion ! But, fhe bowed not her lofty

head ! Thc fword was unfheathed; apd the appeal,
B2 that

-
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that had been laid 2t the foot of tle tyrant’s throne,
transferred to the God of battles. What 2 dreadii,
affe@ing fpe@acle! Thirteen ftates, yet 1n tne grifiic,
with courage in their hearts, and fuicth in thair Ged,
arrayed, for the jviieft caufe, aguinf: the greateft power
on earih ; proud and towering, with a train ot fplen-
did vitories and rich ccnguells, and the recent humiiiz-
tion of her ancient, lofty rival.

THE achieving of this daring and patriotic enter-
terprife, was not tarnithed by anv alts of rafhnefz, or
defperation. Conceived in wiidom, znd condufied
with fpirit, it led, through a rapid progreflion of bril-
liant exploits, to that high a&, which gave us ranlk
among the powers of the earth; in commemoraticn of
whick, we have now met, on this proud day, in this
holy temple, to offer praife and thankfgiving to the
Maker and Comforter of nations  But, independence,
though aflerted with promptitude by America, was not
won with facility. Much precious treafure ; much he-
roic blood, fignal toils, and cruel privations, were the
price of its confecration. ¢ I'hrough what variety of
<+ untried peril, through what new [cenes and changes
¢c aid the pafs! A wide, an unbounded profpet lay
¢¢ before her!”’” 3Bat, though ¢ Shadows, clouds and
-6¢ darknefs, refted on 1t,”> Thefe did not deter her d.r-
ing foul from the bright glory they eclipfed.—By the
valor of her fons, and the piety of her daughters,
fhe was, at length, under the aufpices of a benign
Providence, feated in the rank of acknowledged Inde-
pendence —The piety of her daughters; yes, to the
fair of our country are we as much indebted tor that
glorious achievement, as to the genercus fouls, who
endured the toils of the camp, and ftood the fhocks
of battle. Warmed by the fame honorab.e feelings,
they mainiained, throughout, the fame devotion to the
caufe. Their patriotifm became the more noble, as it
was of a kind entirely fuited to their fex.— I'hough
glowing, it did not tranfport them out of that modeft
grace and delicacy, which, endow ng them with pow-
er, 1s always fure to gild their conquefts, and complete
their {way. 'They did not merit the praife of their

| country
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eountrv by the negie@; but, r2trer, from a more than
ordinary cuitivation of that geaiicuneis of nature ; iaciz
foft cares, znd tender chaniiss, waich mzke tzem fo
lovely in tie ¢ics, and fo dear to tue harpiicis of
their countrymen: By thele, they ¢ tmooizcd th=
<« wrinkled front of war,” 2nd difarmed tne grim
monfter of haif Lis horros. Y.:, were thev not the iefs
exempt from the 2iarms of wz X t:midity.—zecure in
the chaflening m:jefly of their mmbr.d virtue, they
coald, fereneiv, behold the approacnes of a foe, who,
while he feidom failed to rob, never dared to infait
them. With eqaal elevaticn of feaiiment, they view-
ed, wizhount octher emotions, than icorn and diguil, his
blandifhments, to make them forge:, in the whirl of
amufements, the fufferings of their vizeding couartry.
Amorg this 2miabie groap, was feen the aged heroine
pouring into the woand of ore izn, the-baim of pa-
rental tendernefs; while fhe contizaed to apimais the
bofom of another, whom the fortunz of wzr had £iil
permitted te follow the bznners of liberty : The ten-
der fiter mourning the fzll of one brother, and infpiriag
another’s vaiour; altermately, ftrewing the grave of the
dead, and decking the tempies of the living ; or, the
youthful widow, wrapt 1 frzth grief, and forgei-
ting the worid for her biightzd love, awed isto reiig-
nation, by the piety of a matron, wio wipes from her
venerable orbs, the tear of matcraal forrow :

«¢ Ceaite Romane Here, cedite Graiz 5

<« Non orta in 1erris, Amezicana melicr.”?

Ir Rome hath boafted a heroine, who plact re-
venge from the heart of her rebel fon, florming the
walls of his ungrateful country, the exzmpies of equal
devotion, to the public weal, were not wanting 2mong
the fair of America; and, if not manifeited in the
fame way, it was, becaufe there was not the fame occa-
fion —if maternal love was facrificed by the dames of
Sparta, 2t the fhrine of patriotifm, the ladies of Ame-
rica, with not lefs‘ardor for the rights of their country,
were more tender of the rights of natare.—If, in either
Rome, or Greece, the ornaments of youth and beauty

have
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kzve fed tie emptr coffers of the {late, the Americn:
F2iolotion was (ra Xed av prw..uons as fiznzl and ilivi-
tnsus: For i, the lovely vizgin, with f\uct en:huftain,
Fat away the eiegan: u‘.pu}, and gav ature of Eu-
roge, for the fiarple hahit of her domeitic icom.—1i,
1n both, it kzth b.2n a cozmmon virtas to prefer ths
geresal welfzre to individaal good, the iileftrious fuir
of oar coaniry can fil 2fford the exampole: of 2 more
lefir patrion:fm. Among that dcnzhuul hot!, who
have fuz-ifczd on the aitar of the o pub i, trere wasa
maiiorn.? tcuci:ed by a fyark frens Heaver’s own aliar,
vho, to comp:ete the triumaa of her gailant cou mtry-
e, )tg..tfc’ 2 torch for the roof, whica fliclicred her
veaerable locks fom the ¢ peltings of tie pitiels
“ ficrm.” Then, whern, and where, hath tvmaie glo-
rv eclipfed the fame of the fair, who fhired in the
emzncipaiion of America? Hii‘.or' ¢oth not L #Hora lhc
inflzace ; 2nd, it mzy be {z! ) pr&,.&"d, Lever will.
Sech examples were not crly, 13 tizmseive:, Geciinve
upon the charalier of our conriry; bu:, muil, were st
even peiow, have exalted 1t 15 a tonz of nobicnels.—
They muft have ban:lied everv fe&fh care from the
public fervice, and warmed apatiiy, i:feif, into patriosiim.
But, the gemal, towering fouis of our couatrymen
were a&tuated as by infpirasion —They thought, they
toiled, they bled, 2r.d d.ed in ths caufe, with the
cheerfulcefs with which thev took their daily bread.
Hence, in the courfe of this revolution, fo nropitious
10 the exaltiano: of the human ch ralter, was exhioited
a phenomenoa in poittics, the moft novel and
wenderful,

* The Brudb, in the chain of poils, which thev had eflab-
hth-d. 10 kezp up the commusication b:tween Chareftor and
Camden, La2d ercfted feiihcations arourd the b uie of Mrs.
Mottz, on the S:uth fige of the Corgaree. The Fost was in-
vefted by the Amenca: «; and defe: éed by the enemy, for four
davs, with obflinzte val ur. Mrs. AMotte, who had retired to a
neighbouning hut. recol. &ted a quiver of Af"can arrows, which
were ha. ging 1 her barn ; and prefciied them to Colonel Barry
Lee, to be errploved a;,amﬁ ‘cr ma: fion.—Thev were armcd
with combuf:bie natenals, znd ufed wi.h o &.—The roof wz
fired, and t'e garnfon compellea to furrendsr at o:fcrcnon.
None narioob {o Jargely of the triumph 25 the patnotic lady,
who had facrificed ker rroperty for the intereft of her country.
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wonderful, pcrhaps, that hath ever appeared.—-<A na-
tion, witiscut laws, {wayed by the mere force of moral
principie ;—an army, without difcipline, wielded by
:he mere effc& of patriotic zeal: What a theme for
the poetr, the philofopher, and  patriot.—Here,
Homer might {veep h's golden lyre, P ato own his
fubled repubiic; here. Diogenes might behoid the
honefty ke had fought in vain, and Anfiides lole his
re-eminerce i virtue.

¢ JNuftricus ftatesmen and foldiers {”’

Ye, who guided the counciis of your countsy, in
thefe awful, trying times, with fuch conftart virtue, and
fuch unerring wifdom, can look ouly to the faithful
hiftory of jour immortal deeds, for the ealogy which
is fo juftly due to your tranfcendent excelience.—Sors
of the ¢ tented field !’ Fame was your idol; and
praile, her trumpet, fhould not refufe 1ts triumphal
mufic. Yet, it would far exceed the meafure of this
day’s daty, and of the humbie talent, allotted to its
perfosmance, to render juft tribute to ycur valorous
exploits.

WhaeTHER we lamernt the too early fate of Warrex,
fallen in the prime of manhood, and at the dawn of
his opening fame; or, MoNTGOMERY, great, as he
was unfortunate, defcended from the fublime eminence
cf his glory, to the cufky vale of death; not more de-
plored by the aff:&icnate hoft he had lec to battle,
than the hoftile bands, againft whem he had huarled the
thunder of his art: Or, if we turn to another quarter of
the great th atre of martial achieyements, and admire
the mighty GreenNE, more blefled than Camillus of oid,
refcuing the wing of a grateful country, from the
fangs of a ferce and unrelenting foe, againft whom,
(when fwollen with pride and rapine, he would fill
augment the heap of his {poils) this tutelary hero turns
the fcale of vitory, by the weight of his iword: Or,
Mar1ox,* his illufirious co-adjutor, ever terrible to

the

'
¢

* There are many afts of innate juilice, and jure love of
country, which ftamp the fame of this hero, with that high vire
we, which diflinguithad the pauiots of the beft ages of Romes

Bu:
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the fichting, ever tender to the yield'ng foe:—Who,
neither damped by adverfity, nor fhaken by peril; but,
bearing up with manly front, againit the difaftrous

hange and thocies of fortune, * In the midft of def-
« pair, performs the tu’.: of hope:” Sometimes,
when laws were ﬁlem, b’aring m one hand, a {word
for hiz cou uniry ’s enemnle; 1a the other, a bzlince for
his country’s chiidren; \5’.:’1 couraze and jaft'ce fo
equal, as to poife admiration betweea ihe fpirit of the
hero, and the equity of the umpire: and, at ald times,
with pious ailegiance to the ftate, feeking the general
g.,p'\msfa in preierence to his own bright renown: Or,
mould we weep over thz urn of voung Laurzxs, wno,
after paffing through the rcw‘unon, with prowei: and
honor not cxc'-ued, and covering his brow with the
laarels of manv fields, fezled with his life, his own
fame, and the mJependence of his country.

Stiry, with thefe mighty manes, a hoft of noble
fpirizs wouid cizim our ob:ations, and demand our ap-
planie: ™Nor were it ealy to beftow the palm.—In an
army of heraes, can we f{ele& for praife, without
wourdine the righs of the excluded? Bat, if the
province Tof pancgyric be, toexcite grzmtudc and ad-
miralion, f,; iecis as have greatly ferved their coantry,
the auvthors of tne American Revolution need not its
inflaence here.—T'hefz are, alrcady, your heart-felt
fentiments; and what ﬁrcngt’.x of art can vie with the
powe=s of nature> Could the polithed periods, and fil-
ver accents of Cicero; or, the pithy {pecch, and foul-

infpiring

Bat it will (ulfice hers; to notic: the following falt :—When
the ~nec. v had over-run the State of South-Carolina, broken up
1ts tr.hanals of juthic: =) d expolcd 1ts Citize.s to the ravages of
war, 2ud of privaie diicied, Generld Martor, 12 s Noith- Eaf-
ern extremitr, with a Hmd el of hardy foliowers, fuflained the
valour, and 1' f)t up the o of l'm Stctes Ar this ume, 1t
was the com-. piaftice of the ciizens, athe vici. }ty of his
canp, to Icnar : thv Lnn T, and requeit bus adju udication of
their coutroveriea nihtse—"The tafk, he never decliaed, though
cioiazed with the mnll i DOTIEt publn. conceriis; and fuch was
the author ty of his Jetiice, aud the conﬁdf,z.cc r»t:(f «d 1w 1t, that
the unfuce. 0! wers never knvwn to 1nfnere; or snvrmer ot las
d-C-.GUL\S-
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inlpiring voice of Demofthenes, awaken feelings more
ardent, more raptarous and fublime, that are kindied
in your hearts, at each retarming light of tliis proud
anniversary ? No!

Owe therc was, however, among the ulutrious
band, who,

¢« Cloth’d with tranfcendent Brightnefs, did outfkine

*¢ The rcfl—though bnght”:—
WASHINGTON !—A feeming emanatioa of the divi-
nity, charged with the falvation of his country ! What
organ, what {peech can accomplith the Jaud of Wasu-
INGTON ?~—A name, itfelf, the type of whatever may
be beld great, or good, in the compofition of hu-
man chara&ter ?—WasaiNcTon !{—Who fo happily
combined the fimplicity of the beft age of Roman vir-
tue, with the genius that diftinguifhed the epocha of
Roman greatneis; in whom, were blended, foftened.
and onited, the difinterefled patriotifm of Cincinna-
tus ; the invincible magnanimity of Cato; and all that
was good in the chara&er of Cazfar;—his fpint of en-
terprize ; his complexicnal bumanity, and miraculous
condu@ in war. To attempt the praife of fuch a
man, might hurry me into a ftrzin of adulation, offen-
five to the ears of the pious fervants of this holy altar,
—Then, let the tears of his country, in wbich his
precious memory is embalmed, tell to the world, the
virtues of him, for whom they were fhed.—It tfhould
almoft feem, indeed, as if his good and mighty fpirit,
having, upon this orb, erchanted the fouls of the vir-
tuous, could not afcend to the bright fpheres of blifs,
without beckoning to it fome of its kindred fpirits.

Tue feelings of the public had not yet fubfided

from the tone of grief, to that melancholy, which is
‘¢ mournful and pleafant to the foul,” whentheir tears
were again demanded.—We wept for our. Rur-
LEDGE (=

¢ A name, which ev’ry wing to Heav’n will bear ;

¢ Which men, to fpeak, and angels joy, to hear”:—

This fweet model of marly grace and excellence; this
early and cloquent affezter of his country’s rights; for

which, |
c ¢ When
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 When he fpoke,
¢ The air, a charter’d libcrtine, was fh}l;
¢¢ And the muie wonder lurk’d in men’s ears,
¢ To fteal their fweet and honey’d fentences”:—

This favored fon of genius—¢ Framed in the prodigal.
ity of nature;” bemgn, wife, amiable 2.1 magnanis
mous—He, alas! furvived our hero, but to bedew his
tomb; then funk intoc his own, from a bright conftel-
Iation of high virtaes, and tender charities, bewailed
by all who loved phiianthropy, or delighted in ele-
gance; by all wko could admire ithe ornaments, or
rejoice in the benefaltions of their country ; bewailed
by all within the circle of his diffufive beneficence :—
The widow, the orphan, the poor and broken in
fpirit, with the mingled emotions of focial affettion,
and public feeling ; not kpowing which, moft to de-
plore, their own, or the national bereavement.
WitHiN a few litt.e months, after this mouraful
event, another illuftrious patriot,* of the fame blood
and name, fell beceath the fcythe of the great deftroy-
er.——The man, to whom this feftion of the union
» were

. ® Very fortunately for America, when the State of South-
Carolina was invaded 1n 1770, the tioops, at Fort-Moultrie,
were uot upon the continertaj effablifhmert.  Gerera Lee nd-
iculed the 1dea of d:fending the fort againft a Britifh fleet, and
ordered it to be abandoned. —General Moultrie deciared himfelf
to be under the particular command of Governcr Rutledge, and
that he would not obey the order unlefs 1t came from him.—Up-
on General Lee’s urging his with—with fi:me warmth, the Gov-
ernor replizd—*¢ Mcultnie w:ll chey no order shat is not figred
by me; and 1 would foorer cut off my hand, than give one for
a meafure, which he, a-d every man under his command, would
confider as difgraceful.” The refait filled the breaft of every
American, with triumph. That gallant «fhicer, flrorg in this
fentiment, ard the firmnefs of the Governcr, naintained his
poft, with hercifm; and, {natching viflorv from the g:afp of
the too fanguine enemy, gave a new fpring to our drooping
caufe; refcued his own State frern the yoke; and raifid her
Palmetto to the honors ot the laurel.

In 1780, the Legiflature of South-Carolina paffed an 2,
* delegating to Governor Rutledge, ard fuch of his counal, as
he could conveniently confult, a power to do every thing necef-
fary for the pubic geod, except the taking away the life of 2
«itizen, without legal tial.”
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.were wont to lonk, as to a guiding ftar, when their po-
litical horizon lowercd, and clouds portended the peril
of the ftate; who, trufted with the power of a Ro-
man di&ator, demeaned himizlf with the virtae of a
Roman patriot; who difplayed fach vigor of nteli

and wonderful refources of genius and ability, in what-
ever {phere of public duty he moved, whether in the
cabiner, the fecnate, or under the facred robe of juftice,
that it may be well faid, ‘¢ He had a head to con-
‘s trive; a tongue to perfaade; and an heart to ex-
“ ecate any good,” vmh a power of difcrimination,
that ¢« Turn him to any caufe of policy,” or jurif-

prudeace,
¢ The gerdian-knot of it he would anloofe,

¢¢ Familiar 25 bus garter”—
Extraordinary talents, which he dedicated to the fer-
vice of his coantry, with undeviating honor and rec-

titude,

TimEe, with its gentle breath, had not long difpel-
led thefe glooms from the public mind, when its fca-
fhine was again overfhadowed.—HauirTox fell! Not
like his great prototype, under a weight of years, with
all his <« Honors ripened on him ;*” not like his gallant
companions in arms, beneath the banners of their couna
try; not on that fieid, where his heroic fpirit fo oft
had courted glory at the cannon’s mouth; bat, alas!
in the midft of peaceful fcenes, of focial joys, and do-
meftic endearments; in the full march of Lis mighty
mind ; and at the meridian of a life, of fuch eminent
ufefulnefs, and refplendent luftre, that one, intimately
acquainted with, and well fitted to decide upon its me-
rits, ventured to affirm, at the moment wher the public
forrow was higheft ; when even political adverfaries were
mingling their tears with thofe of his perfonal friends,
that the country of this excellent man knew not, at
that time, half its lofs. It deeply laments, faid the
eloquent Ames, when it turns its eyes back, and fees
-what HamiLton was; but my foul ftiffens with def-
pair, when I think what HamirntoNn would have

been.
€ 2 $oon
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Soox afterwards, went down to his grave, a5 1o
the bed of iepofe, the venerable Gapspes !—Full < f
yeass; fuil of uonor, and of the love of his counts:-
men: Whaole integrity and patnotifm. during a life of
exrsaordinary length, was like uato the fun, when, at
a femz<r’s folfticz, it thines from dawn till eve, witn-
©ut 2 vapor 2o refract 1ts rays, or aclood to dim its
fpiendor. Bet, let us take ieave of thefe melancholy
topics.—it is zot it char the nauonal joy fhouid pow he
dampt, even by the recolie@ion of fuch naticnal mifl-
fortunes.—1 he day f r9ids us to be fad —Let as, th=n,
turn from the troabled fcenes of the revolation ; let us
ceate 0 bewail :he heroes and patriots, who then pe-
rifhied, or have fince departed, and contemplaie the
fpisit, by which, that fignai change was effefled;
when 1t no longer « Rode upon the whirlwind, aud
¢ direQed the form ;™ but, refling from its labors, flept
m the bolom of peace.

As grea: virtues {priag from great calamities, and
are orone 10 fink 18 the anrufied tide of profpenty,
i: was to be fezred, that the foft indulgencies of a long
political ca!lm might relax the tone of the American
Diad, ard melt away the bold lines of its manly cha-
rafter. Such, indeed, is ever the courfe of nartional
foint, if, hy that name it may be called, waen it is no
more than the ravieg of defpair, or a frantic revolt
from the tortaring fcourge of defpotifm. By pain, it
1e roufed to action; and, as quickly lulled ic reft, with
tae return of eaje. But, far different is that fpinit,
which, {foaring above the obje&ts of fenfe, 15 the
g-nuine offspring of the foul; which is devoted to
liberty, more from the bezuty anu fublimity of the
obje& itfeif, and the dignity conferred on its pofieffor,
than from a :ove of the indalgencies, which flow from
its benigniiy, and are denied by a tyrant’s fway. Far
different ‘vas the American fpirit of feventy-fix.—Tho’
rocked, for fixteen years, in the cradle of peace, and
pampered with the luxuries of teeming agricul:ure, and

wifc-winged commerce, it flill had wafted none of its
paiive vigor; but, when roufed by the genius of the
nation, rofe, in the plenitude of its firit ftature, rather
refrefhed, than enfecbled by its long repofe.  THe
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THE feelings of {eventy-fix were revived in ninety-
jeven.— The United States were then ready to take the
field agaiaft the viGorious legions of France, covered with

«« Inglorious triumphs and dithaneft fcars;”

when, unmindfgl of the ties between them, by com-
mon toils and glory, fthe would have preferred the ig-
noble exploit of rendering them fordid dependaats, to
an honorable renewal of their former friendfhip.

PoriticaL condu@ being governed more by confi-
deraticas of intereft, than moral re®itude, itis, at ail
times, difficalt to maintain the relations of ftates upon
a juft footing. But, when the convalfions of Earope
had flirred ap, and inflamed all the malignant paf-
fions of the mird, it was found quite impoflible to pre-
ferve even the thadow of friendihip between two pow-
ers; of which, with the one, the feelings of virtaous
individuals were infuied into the body politic; while,
in the other, fuch principies bad become degenerate
and worn out. The French gevernment adminiftering
no juftice at home, would prattice none abro:d; bat,
prefuming upon the overweening attachment of Ame-
rica; upoa the heterogeneous contexture of her national
mafs (the effe& of infant condition) ; and upon fuppo-
fed diffentions in her houfehold ; conceived the hardy
eaterprize of bringing her down from that noble emi-
nence, to which her own arms had affifted, to join in
the train of thofe degenerate, ruined, and enhappy
ftates; who, Rtript, bouzd, and {fcourged, were com-
pelled to fall upon their knees, and groan out fongs of:
praife and thankfgiving, to her cap’t idol, loaded with
the plunder of their country, and befmeared with the
blood of their people. How long did the unfufpe@ing
virtee of America blind her to the machinations of this
infidious ally >—How much outrage had fhe endured !
—How mach more was fhe difpofed to bear !—How
flowly were her envoys faithful to her fentiments!—
«¢ receding from thefe attachments,” under the preflure
of aggreflions, unredrefled ; when difgrace was offer-
ed, to fill up the meafure of her wrongs. This was
the crifis.—Refentment now burft its bands.—Unmov-
ed by injuftice, oppreflion, and indigaity, it fprang,

o inftantly
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inftantly, from the wocnd of national honor.—~Thofe
brows, that had looked the heralds of peace and amity,
now frowned fcorn and indignation :— 'hefe lips, from
which had iflued, but the accents of conciliation and
ingenuous remonfirance, now uttered the wrath of in-
fulted feelings.

Witn what delight do we look back into antiquity,
to compare with that pious Roman, who, between his
own cruei immolation, and a difhonorable peace from
his country, reported to the Carthagenian fenate, that
he had counfelled the Romans not to fheath cheir fwords;
when we remember the noble burft ot indignation, from
a citizen of our own repubiic, at the demand of tribute
from his government ; unawed by the penils of his fitua-
tion, in the bofom of a nation, where the dipiomatic
#gis bad been broken to pieces and tramgl d under foot ;
where rage, rapine and fraud, in wproar, miniftered
to the wretched affairs of anarchy, and at a feafon,
whea 2 colder heart, or lefs heroic fpirit, would have
paufed over the chance of offeading the prejudices of
his own countrymen : Bat he confided in the noblenefs
of their chara@ter, and he was not deceived—they had
wandered from their political interefts; bat not from
their national honor. The lofty fentiment of *¢ MiL-
LIONS FOR DEFENCE, BUT NOT A CENT FOR TRI-
BUTE,” was wafted from one extremity of the union
to the other; and the pure and dauntlefs mind from which
it fprang, hailed by his country—the mirror of her own
virtue and courage.

T'His generous effufion of the public mind, by indc-
cmg the conviftion, that we were ready for the prefer-
- vation of ourindependerce, to renew the fame energies,
to encounter the fame toi's, and endure the fame priva-
tions, by which it had been achieved, precluded the
neceflity of thefe facrifices. But, America was not to
relinquifh her warlike atiitude, without adding frefh
Jufire to her arme. Some trophy was wanted to atone
for the difturbance of her pezce—that was won by the
gallant TRuxTon: the wreath wrought under his hands

for the honor of her infant navy, ferved not only as
the
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the embiem of its dawning glory, but was a pledge for
its future renown—this was foon redeemed. ‘1he feats
of pithy valor, which have been performed under the
condud of the dauntiefs PresLe, againit our barba-
rous foes on the Mediterranean, wiil hznd the fame of
our gallant feamen down to poiterity, upon the lift with
thofe heroes of the ocean, whofe actions hiftory hath
moft de:ighted 10 record—Shades of DecaTur and
Somuirs! How often will ye be invoked in battle by
the fons of fature generations, when Colambia’s eagle
fhall contend for the trident of the waves; when the
cannon, over which it hovers, fhall affert our right to
a voice upon the conftru&ions cf the code of nations,
and reje& every glofs which fhall not grow out of the
laws of nature, or rife from the ever living fountains
of juftice ; when they fhall maintain the hofpitaiity of
eur fhores, and punith the thedding of our blood.

IT hath been feen, that the fpirit, by which America
had been emancipared, was exerted, as happily, for the
prefervation of her freedom: But, this was not all.—
It not only refcaed her from the difgrace and rain, com-
mon to nations in thefe cuhappy times; but, left her in
an attitude with the world, which 1s peculiar to her-
felf, and reflective of the higheft luftre wpon her
principles. Melancholy to tell ! —She poffeffes the bigh,
bot, mournful glory of being the only republic amid
the wide dominions of the earth; while a baleful
genias, under the mafk of liberty, by crathing every
other power, which bore the image of republic; and,
by waging a war of extermination againft every other
government, under which freedom is iheltered, hath,
by thefe means, almoft brought this fair fyftem into
difgrace, and giving rife to theories unfriendly to the
do&rine of refiftance to tyrants—fhe remains a living
ard iiluftrious pledge of the republican form.—She yet
furnifhes its literary champions with the pregnant exam-
ple of apeople (formed, however, with fit habits for
the enjoyment of freedom, who have broken a tyrant’s
fceptre, and conftrulted, for themfelves, a conftitution.
which equally fteers between the extremes of paralizing
defpoti{n, and fierce anarchy. .Twice happy people !

Happy
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in the fortune of your own day, which thel:ers
you from the miferies common to fo large a portion of
tic world.—Happy in the hope, which, amid fo mach
dcfolation, ye fi:li noarith for the children of more
propitious ages.

WaiLe then we cannotbut d=plore the fate of thofe
common-wealths, which bave been compelled 0 ex-
chanze their fair repubiics for the domination of the
iron crown: which, from bafking in the genial fun of
LLeriv, are doomed to wither ander the morbid heat of
deipodim ; ici us fill rejoice in the happy difiin&ion
that marks the deftiny of our own, nor check the ge-
meroas ambii.on of tranfmitting it, unbiemithed, and
animoaired, 1o diftan: generations. Such, furely, muit
be tne aifh, the devout with of every honorabie Ame-
rican, no matter by what epitaet diftinguifhed, or to
what party aiiched.—A wih, whoie confummation
. meed noi be defpaired of, if the means of haviag it
. fulfi-led, waich are in our power, be not negie&ted or
‘ abuofed. We naveaconftitution; we have, in its virtaes,
the promife of that ingh and chafte celebrity, which
wou:d anfe from drinking deep ourfelves of the cup of
liberty, -nd handing it thro’ {uccefive ages, fill filled
with its generous ne&tar, down to a remote pofterity.

For, notwithftanding that governments, however
beautiful in theory, and juft in pratice, are fill like
all things elfe, of hum.n invention, full of decay;
and tend, we are told, from imbeciity to vigor,
and again from maturity to diffolution, by laws, which,
if not as precife, are yet as certain, asthofe, by which
the {pheres are moved :—Yet, we know, from hiftory,
that their decline 1s retarded, according to the degree
of tkill, which hath been conferred upon the ftru&ture
and conformation of their components ; and the degree
of care and fideiity, which is beffowed upon the ad-
miniftration of their concerns. In fhort, that the body
politic, like the body phyfical, when found, and well
organized and regulated, by wholefome habits, affords
a better hope of longevity, than when it is weak,
corrupt, and prone to diforder. The federal confli-

tution,
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tution, let it be repeated, is helieved to be of a ftamp,
which, if watched and cherithed, will fecure to the go-
vernment of the United States a venerable antiquity.
This inftrument, the pride of the human intelle&; is
compounded of whatever hath been approved in an:
cient or modern times, as beft fitted for the prefervation
oi man’s happinefs. It is adapted to the peculiar hab-
its, charalers, and complex wants, of the people for
whom it was defigned; with a juftnefs of means to
ends, and a fymmectry in the order of its multifarious
paiis, that fill the imagination with the pleafure of
their beauty, while they imprefs on the judgment the
conviction ¢f thelr utiinty.

Tre fages, by whom it was framed, believed that
the people, who, at the moment of breaking their
chains, were yet /o calm and refle®ting, as to apply
themfelves, with {ober thought, about the things
beft fisted for the wholefome reftraint of them-
felves, could never, afterwards, be wanting to the fun-
dimentals of their pational compa&. They have,
therefore, founded their noble work upon the bafis of
popular principles: for, thofe which are icrmed
federative, in contra-diftincion, are ftill of the popular
kind ; only, {o itrained and compounded, as to coun-
teral® the mifchievuus.a&ivity of the former, in their
fimpl:, vamized ftate. It follows, hence, that as all
the powers of govzrnment {pring from the people,
mediaicly, or ‘mmediately, thefe checks, defigned to
give to it confiftency and harmony, cannot repel the
ufurpations of the popular principles, unlefs a juft,
prefound, anc habitual veneration be cherithed, “and
improved, oy the whole body of the peoble, for the
feveral .nembers of the conftitution, moving in their
prope: ipheres, and performing their appropriate
funétiouns.

Tius, at laft, muft be the real balance of the go
ves 1mem, the virtve of the people; the continued
exercife of that fidelity for the prefcrvation, which
was beilowed upon the conftruction of the wheels and
fprings, by which, the machine of Rate carries on is

» 0peranons
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pperations.—They ase beautifully and aptly orgznized.
—They are taken from the beft models.—They have,
through the conftitation which they compcfe, been
higbly ufefal, and promife to be more fo.—or:t it muf‘
be rem°mbered that they are under the car: of th
people, from whom, aulefls they fina a liber. and
anxious prore&ion, it is impoflibls that they can be
faishful to their objeQs. S

¥z Great-Britain, a monarchy, cloathed -«ith for-
midable prerogatives and an attive patronage, harmo-
pifes the warring elements of tnat conftitution. —In the
ancient republics, the people appeared to ¢3jc - great-
gr franchifes than they, in reality, poffeff.  Their
fhare in governm nt was of a negative qualizy.—They.

ight reje@, but couid ro: propofe expedierts. The
arecpagus, into which ro candidate was seceived,
whofe golden reputation had not flood the crucibie of"
merit: or, the offracifm, more oftea a cruel {courge
to virtue, than the juft fentence upon vice, united the
turbulent members of the Athenian repubtic: zud, at
Rome, fome preiogatives in the fenate, of a defpotic
_complexlon, together with the martial habits of the
nation, which tarned the fery fpirits of her reftiefs
~ citizens againft ker unfortunate neighbours, kept toge-
ther the pa:is of that tempefluous commonwealth. But,
in Amenca, the federal conftitution, formed of what-
‘ever was molt friendly to the rights of freemen, in
Britain, Athens, and Rome, is the facred palladium of
- her liberty, configned to the reverence and protection
of her children —It is the bafis of our repubhc. from
which, if fhaken, its noble fuperftrufiure muft be
wrecked.

BuT, what eternal diigrace will ftain the memories
of thole, who either permit, or fhare in, the ruin of
this lat monument of the kind, which is not only
the rightful inhéritance of our own pofterity, but is,
in fome fort, the property of mankind; which feems
fet apart by him, ‘¢ In whofe hands are all the corners
¢« of the earth,” to do away the pollution of repub-
hcs, and vindicate toman, the rights of man.

Tug
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Trt fentiments which are held effential co the
toatiion of our naiional compa&, cannot be cultivated,
if empirics are indulged in fhnovations upoa its prin-
ciples; or, if party rancour, or ftate pride, at any
time, under any circumftances, are permitted to fully
its beanties, or fpoil its fundamental excellencies. * An

elegant writer obferves, ¢ The moment received ufa-
«¢ ges are departed from, in a fingle point, the opinion
<« of their wifdom is deftroyed ; an abufe is izstcrodun-
¢« ced ; and poifor circulatcs in the veins of the flate.”
Take from our conititatio tite credit of that high wif-
dom, which is fo juftiy 2liowed to have been infufed
into its fpirit, and it mof: immediately b-nd to the hy-
pothefis of every wild or empty theorift.—Madnefs
and folly will then pour their turculent and deletereous -
current through thofe channels, where onght to flow .
the life-blood of oar empire.

Vanity lovestoatt foritielf; and canbeattached
to the works of wifdom, only by inflexible habits, and
fentiments of the grave and awfual kind. It will not
abtain from meddling with what, has been the fathion
to alter; and, the degree of fkiil, of which it is
poflefied for the performance, rzrely enters intwo the
reafon for its undertakinrs. —But, it may be faid, maft
we always remain in leadmg ftrings ?—-Shall we never
walk, but with the ftaff of our fathers?~—Not alter the
conftitution 2—Wherefore fhould it not be altered ?—
Have not the framers of it left the door open, and
even made provifion for its amendment ?—It is true they
have: But, let us be fure, before we begm to altcr, that
we can fucceed in amending. In | matters, where-
with the arts and fciences are converiant, exccptmg in

the affairs of national economy, the rage for experiments
can rarely be teo much indulged,‘atJeaft far the general
wclfare. There, all thingslie open to genius and enter-
prife; but governraents, efpecially fuch as are formed
of the principles of liberty, are not fo much the
produ&tions of vivid genius, as of profound judgment,
chaftened by experxence, and *¢ A&ing upon the maxims
of cautious prudence’.  They are, as hath been well
faid, « Therefults of the thoughtsof many minds in many
DS 2 ages
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ages.’—They cannot be butlt at all feafcns; bat rife
graduaily into excziicnce, or eife they are caft after 2
Icng m turing of principics. at pice jun&ures, under
the influence of auipicions caufcs. What is gaiced at
fach a crifis, fhouid b= looked wpon rather as the gife
of Heaven, than the acquifition of mamn; 2ud thouid,
therefore, be confecrated to the ufe of pofizrity. The
federal conflitation 3s believed to kave fprung from the
Jatzer of thofe fources. ‘The people of its care had
been born and educated undera government of the freef}
pnncnp!'s, by far, at that per.od of any in the -rorld;
znd 1t was conceived itfelf, a: fo l=ckya ]nnCtnl’C,
and ander a combination of fo mzny faverizg circam-
fiarices. thata concurrence as happy, can hardly be
looked for agaim, according to the courfe of buman
events.  The people had not ye: loft the cement, which
ex:ernal perils had given to their fenuments and
councils.—Party feuds were uninown — is by infpira-
tion, they fCh. “the expediency of partial facnﬁces to
their common welfare ; and pxncd moit harmonioutly,
in the offering.

TaE geniusof the nation thus invoxed, the heroesand

triots of the revoiation, uaned by common toils, and
perils, were felect=d to propitiate 1:5 deftinies and fecare 1ts
fortune.— At their head ficod Wassixcrox, in whom,
wiether we regard the unbcunded confidence and
zfeQion, both of his illufirious 2ficciates, and of the
whoie body of his counirymen; orise traie of brilliznt
and happy events, which led to that confdence and
2ffe&ion, we cannot butlock upon him, in fome fort,
to have been deicgaied by Heaven; 2ud the high
undertaking, which he feperinwended, o kave been
waiched by the fpeciai care of its Divige Providence —
As from the womb of this bleiled epocna, fprang the
conftitution, fo fair, fo miid, fo iovely ard coinpleie
as to firike the wonder of mackind, with fomething
like the {udden appearance of a new glory.

Tue wiidom of all time, mauft fercly held princi-
ples thus elicited and fixed, 2s facred and fundamen-

L

tal, in adminiftering the affairs of a nmation: Yet, it
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may, withal, be urged, that the ceaflitntion came
from the hands of men, and, therefore. 1s imperfedt :
Nay, that part of its very excelleace confits in
this,—that it may be altered and amended. Bat, fare-
ly, that provifica cannot with faiety, or good faith,
be tarmed agaict its vital fprings and fundamental
powers; but, founld be confined, as was intended, to
the melioradon >f fuch inferior parts, wheren experi-
ence may point cat, z2nd the thifting and growing cir-
cumflances of th: commonweaita cali for its applica-
tio. Of an edificz of Corinthtan tafte and maguificence,
it may be aliowable, {fometmes, perhaps, to emb:liifth
the cornice with frcik ormaments of fathion; 10 em-
blaze the column: with the poidl of modern elegance;
to grace the walls with the imayes cf vitrue, and the
trophies of art: bat, never to raie iis flately portico;
to fret its maffy battrefles ; or, moleil 1t 2mple vaie.

~ LET us, then, as we would revere the fublime nio-
smuments of art, deware how we meddle with the car-
dinal excellencies of the confhitation.—They require
not our fkill; they want oer care.—And thouid
the difaftrous crifis really arrive, (for man, and the
works of man, wax old and pafs away) when radical
defefls fhall be palpably feen, and a reform called for,
by meceflity; even then .ought we, agreeably to the
fentiment of a dittinguithed, modern flatefman, who
now ¢ Sleeps in bleflings,” ¢ To approach its favlts, as to
the wounds of a father, with pious awe, and trembling
folicitade’’.—At all other feafon:, and upon all other
occafions, it thould be held facred ; guarded from inno-
vation ; and the right of altering, according to the
fame author, ¢< Kept as its extreme medicine, and not
ufed for its daily bread.”

By the influence of thefe feelings, and fentiments,
alone, can the people of the United States hope to
perpetuate the bond of their union, and to fwell the
tide of their profferity —By fuch, only, to live as
the children of one houfehold, and to efcape the rava-
ges of thofe terrible convulfions, which now fhake

the bowels, and overlpread the face of Europe, with
heaps
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béaps of ruin. Though not covered with the mofs of
time, or fhrouded in the awe and fuperflition of anti-
quity, the pohucal edifice, ander whofe auguft cano-
Py, with fongs of joy and triamph, they now hold the
jubilee of independence, is entitled, from its facred
funQions, to their deepeft veneration — Like the ark
of ald, it hath upborne their liberties, and fortune,
oo 2 defolating ﬂood, which overwheimed, and
fwept away, <.’l hrones, principalities, and powers.”
~—1It is the laft fan&luary of republic:, expelled from
evgry other quatter of the globe, and takiug refuge
here.—It is the pledge of their own, and the hope of
freedom to future. generations.—Let us, then, raily
arovud the conftitution;; 3 < Let us bind it up with our
¢ deareft doimeitic ties; dnd adopt its virtues into the bo-
«¢ fom: of our family affe@ions ;’’ let us fo fpeak of it, and
carry ourfelves towards it, that the feeds of thefe affec-
.tions may be fown in the hearts of the rifing genera-
tion; “ May grow with their growth and ftrengthen
¢« with their ﬁrength ”——Then fhall its principles thoo

with perennial vigor, and bloom with never fadwg
beauty — 1 hen may we hope for greater lengtle of
years to our own republic, than were allotted to ofe*
of ancient Greece, and Rome; and for the unfpeak-

able glory of tranfmitting to’ our lateft pofterity, ¥
bleffings of liberty,, for whigh, fo many thoufands are,
at this moment, offering the incenfe of their grautude
to tie FaTir oxf-’Eurpzsg




