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At a meeting of the Connelicut State Society of Cincinnati ut the

city of Hartford, Fuly 6th, 4. p. 1802.

VOTED, That Capt. Natnax Beers, be requelted to
wait on M. GENJAMIN SILLIMAN, and prefent him
the thanks of this Society, for hiz Oration delivered before
them this day ; and that the Treafurer be dire¢ted to procure
three hundred copics of the fame for the ufe of the members,.

A true Copy of Record,
JOHN MIX, Secreraxr.
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THE THEORIES OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY IN
RELIGION, GOVERNMENT AND MORALS,
CONTRASTED WITH THE PRACTICAL
SYSTEM OF NEW-ENGLAND.
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AN ORATION.

"I HERE are fow propenfities of the human
mind which folicit indulgence fo {fuccefstully, as
thofc which prompt us to commemosate the anni-
verfaries of illuftrious events, and to eulogife thofe
by whom they were atchieved.

WE return with mournful pleafure to feafons of
darxnels, and kneel wih gratitude, over the tombs
of thofe who have bled for their country. The re-
collection of the events which impelled them to
2thion, tranfports us bacia to the periods, 2nd con-
veys us to the places in which they foupht. We
linger with {trong emotions, on the ground which
has been wet with the blood of our friends ; we
mark the fpot which was once a fcene of carnage,
and furvey, again and again, thie ramparts of war
now covered with verdure.  Our teclings of joy for
the fuccels of our country are almoft fwallowed up
in the ftrong fympathy which we expericnce for the
tufterings and death of fome diftinguithed individual.
Hence the place where WarreN fell will be point-
vd out to the lateft polterity.
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Huwsever grateful it might be to our feelings to
recapitulate the dangers through which we have
paffed, and to celebrate the flertors of our indepen-
wence, we forbear to refume a theme which hay
been already exhaufted, and to tear open the wounds
which time has clofed. While we drop a tear over
thofe heroes who fell in the ftorm of war; remem-
ber with gratitude thole whoni the courfe of nature
has fince called to the grave, and furvey with rev-
erence the worthies who ftill remain, we yield to the
crifis of the times, and pafs from the recapitulation
of dangers which are gonc to the contemplation of
thole which are prefent.

THE Interruption of domeftic happinefs, the ex-
hauftion of public and private wealth, and the im-
menfe tacnifice of lives by which our revolution was
accemplifhed, were efteemed a cheap price for the
prefervation of our ancient privileges, and for the
affurance of future fecurity. For a confiderable
pertiod, our union in private life and energy in
council fecmed to laugh to fcorn the predictions of
our cnemies ; while a progress, aimoft unparalleled,
In wealth, reputation and numbers, rendered lels
improbable the chimerical vifions of pocts and the
drcams of enthufiaftic patriois. A NEwW ERA In
human things was faid to be commenced, and the
ardent lovers of mankind anticipated, with fanguine
confidence, the return of the golden age, and the
commcincement of a glorious millennium.

SucH were the profpetts which brightened upon
the world juft before the evening of the eighteenth
century. Who could have thought that the fun,
which had burft from the clouds with fo much glory,
was /o foon to fet in blood !

A NEw ErRA mIn human things is now indeecd
commenced.

TiaT bold and impious phitofophy, which prora-
tfos the total regeneration of mankind ; which ha:
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fummoned to its banners the millions of Europe,
and founded the charge to univerfal carnage, has
commenced, in this country, the initiatory work
of public corruption, and daily renews 1its labors,
with a zeal not to be dammped, and a fuccefs which
mocks ail oppolition.

A'r fuch a period the erifes of the times, naturally
prefcribes to the orator of the day, the fubject of
difcuffion.

In feafons of common tranquillity, novelty alone
might charm and ingenuity arreft the attention ; but
there are periods when a fcnfe of danger renders
futile every effort to amufe, and the mind 1s faiished,
enly with a ferious and impreflive reprefentaiion,
of the impending ruin, and of the means of efcape.

WE are called upon by this philofophy, to aban.-
don cvery principle which we have learned, every
habit which has been fanctioned by experience, and
everv inftitution which we have denved from our
fathers.

"T'o accomplifh this work of {acnlegious devafta-
tion, a degree of zeal is exerted worthy of a better
caufe, and while the fuccefs by which it 1s attended,
on the one hand, infpires new confidence, en the
other, it excites alarm and doubtful apprehenfion.
Foew even of thofe moft actively engaged, are appri-
fed of the real tendency of the principles which
they advecate, and the fatal effeét of the meafures
they purfue.  In many inftances, honeft in their
vicws, but deluded by fuperior art, they miftake
demagogues lor patricts, and dovaflation for referm ;
while they contiaue to accnmulate forrow and
cutlt for themielves, and ruin for the land which
cove them birchy Like the ox, whofe labor helps
te rear the altar on which himfelf is to bleed, they
are made the victims ot their own credulity, and the
huinble inftruments of thair own deftruction,  But
the crranerons of the new philofophy, fully appri-
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led of the nature of their doctrines, and the effet
of their cxertions, move forward in this impious
enterprife, with a 1ullen intrepidity, which fears no
obftacle and ftarts at no coniequence.

SOMETIMES arrogant, bold and commanding,
they awe the timid into acquiefcence, and with the
tmpofing appearance of talents and dignity, com-
mand the homage of the undifcerning; at other
times, perfuafive, modeft and alluring, they f{teal
upon the heart by the fmoothnefs of adulation, and
delude the mind by glowing piftures of future hap-
pinefs and glory. Addrefling themfelves to the
tears, the ambition, the envy, the avarice, and, uni-
verfally, to the weaknels and corruption of man-
kind, they find the heart prepared to yield before
the underitanding is convinced, and the hand is
ftretched forth to deftroy, even before the victim is
known.

THEe impulfe thus received, is communicated, by
{ympathy, to increafing numbers, until the multi-
tude, ftimulated to madnefs againft thofe whom they
deem their oppreflors, and blindly devoted to their
felf-ityled friends, demand the viétims of thetr fury,
with an importunity not to be denied.

BerorE we yield to a delufion thus complete,
and an impulfe thus uncontrolable ; let us examine,
with fevere {crutiny, the doctrines which we arc
{olicited to believe, and the praftices which we arc
urged to adopt ; and let us compare the cgjoymcnts
which are promifed us, with our real bleflings and
fubftantial happinefs.

For, the contemplated change, when once ac-
complithed will be final :

“ Facilts defcenfus averm
Sed revocare gradum, fuperafque evadere ad auras
t1oe opus, hic labor eft,”
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The defcent to riin is eafy, but to retrace cur fteps
and reach again the light of heaven, is indeed
dificult and laborious.

THis projected reform is not confined to a few
important particulars, but embraces every human
intereft, from the chair of fupreme magiftracy to the
cottage fire-fide. Unconnefted with any fyftem of
faith and politics, it wages war againft every govern-
ment and every religion. Society itfelf is to ftand
upon a new bafis ; government, religion and every
focial inftitution are to be abolithed, and men are
to become immortal by the mere omnipotence of
mind over matter,

Such is the abftract jargon of this new philofo-
phy. Contemptible as it may appear in the eyes of
rational men, it has donc mere, within a given pe-
riod, to deftroy the happinefs of mankind, than the
arms of conquerors, or the ravages of the peftilence.

LeT us therefore delineate its features, and then
compare it with the good, old, practical sysTEM oF
New-EncLanD. Thus, by viewing the two pic-
tures together, we fhall be able to decide which is
beautifui in the corret proportions of nature, and
the modeft fimplicity of religion, and which is dif-
torted in its form, and daubed, like Jezebel of old,
with falfe deceptive coloring.

THE great code of ¢ improved modern ethics,
morality and leguflation® where the do&rines of the
new fchool are drawn out into fyftemy, and gravely
affume the name of philofophy, 1s GobwiN’s ¢ Po-
litical Juftice.” Were not this work of Mr. God-

win® the BiBLE of modern scformers; were not
el § Ehneses-,

* Mr. GODWIN.
[t may pcrbaps feem fupertluous to add any thisg to the
remarks which have been made by different writers upon this
author.  In England, he has been hueted down by the uuited
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his impious, abfurd and abominable dogmas daily
taught in our ftreets, and preached on the houle
fops, an apology might well be demanded for intro-
ducing him again to the public attention. But when
our ALL is at ftake we muft have ¢ line upon line,
and precept upon precept.””  We ar2 bound to ufe
all the arms, which are turnithed by argument and
nidicule, to fcout fuch men from focicty and drive
them into obfcurity and contempt. In this pro-
duchion will be found moft of the principles here
commented upon, while the reft will be drawn from
ephemeral writings, and the colloquial rant of
modern philofophy.

THE efforts of this philofophy are dire¢ted princi-
pally againft ReLicloN and GOVERNMENT, and as
a principal mean in overthrowing thefe, it ftrikes at
the EDUCATION, HABITS and MORALs of private
life. In nopoint do its difciples agree more univer-
fally, than in their enmity to the CrrisTiAN Rk-

e T e

powers of reafoning and ndicule. The writer of the ¢ Pur-
{uits of Literature,” in particular, with great keennefs of wit,
and force of ridicule, has expofed the mmpious theories and
miferable weaknefs of this RepubrLican PuiLosopuER.~—
But it is neceffary that fimilar efforts fhould be made in this
country alflo. Gopwin is riad and admired, by all that clafs
of citizens who arrogate to themfelves the title of Repuseri-
caN. How far they merit this appellation, may bef! be learu-
ed from the bumility, moprratioy and difintereflednc/s by which
their leaders are fo much diftinguithed. The principles ot God-
win’s ¢ Political Juftice,” if carried 1ato full ¢flect in this coun-
try, would make the UniTep States, what Fravce has
heens a NATION Of RAVISHERS, ASSASSINGS and PREDATORY
wARRIORS. [t is therefore a facred duty to expofc his mifer-
able dogmas to that contempt which they deferve. It is not
difficult to conceive why bad men thould be his advocates.
But it 13 really more than even charily can du to acquit both
the beads and the hearts of Mr. Godwin’s difeiples.  "They arc
at liberty to take their choice of cither part ot the alternative.

Asa finc writer, Mr. Godwin’s pretenhons ought never to
be mentioned. He is obfcure, diffule and frigid ; dull, torm:
and abftract.
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LicloN, and to the dominion of him who bled on.
CaLvary. For, it is totally hoftile to that pride
of intelle€, and impatience of control, by which
they are uniformly charalterized, and the doctrines
which it inculcates are direétly oppofed to moft of
their favorite tenets. Hence, the deftruétion of
Chriftianity is an objeét of primary importance, for
it ftands in the very veftibule of modern improve-
ment, armed with the rwo-edged fword of THE AL
MIGCHTY.

THae bible is faid to exhibit a falfe picture of the
numan charalter. In the language of philofo-
phiflm : Man is not naturally depraved, but inno-
ceént.’ Inclinedto virtue, and warm in the purfuit
of '’knowledge, religionand focial inftitutions have
ferved only to corrupt his primeval innocence, and
to cramp the energies of his intelleét. Left to him-
{elf, he would inftinctively foar to the brighteft re-
gions of virtue and the moft glorious heights of un.
derftanding. Nay, perpetually progrefling in the
. endlefs carcer of perfectibility, he would eventually
fupercede the neceflity of flecep; fubdue the domin-
ion of paffion, and, by the mere energy of mind,
baffle the attack of every difeafe, and triumph over
thc KING oF TERRORs. Not only does the bible
give a falfe account of the powers of the human
mind, and thc propenfities of the human hcart,
but the virtues which it inculcates are faid to be
mean awd felfith. It commands its difciples to do
rood to thofe who are within their reach ; to relieve
the diftrefled wandcrer in the ftreets, and vifit the
prifoner in his dungeon ; and not merely to fay < be
yc warmed and filled,”” but to perform the dved of
charity, and leave the event to heaven.

BuTt modern philanthropiits tcel no particular at-
tachments, and exercife no particular benevolence,
With ¢ a certain cold-bloodd indiffercnce to all the
meld, piovs and henorable feclings of our commen

B



10 AN ORATION.

—

nature,”’ they {purn the mifery which lies imploring
at their feet, but glow with philanthropy to future
generations. Extending their views to diftant
worlds and fyftems, they overlook ¢¢ this little {pot
which men call earth.”  "Their benevolence is ex-
haufted upon beings who do not exift ; they burn to
relieve thofe who are confcious of no oppreflion ; and
long to bound over cceans, and to traverfe conti-
nents, in fearch of fuflerings unredrefled, and inju-
ries unavenged. They weep over a dying afs, but
fhout at the decapitation of a kung. The imphcit
fubmiflion of the Turk, and the apathy of the Chi-
nefe, call fortha flood of tears, while the bleeding
trunks around the guillotinc, the {moking ruins of
ravaged countries, and the carnage of flaughtered
armies, awaken a horrid joy at the progrefs of liberty.

AFrrecTION for our parents, brothers, fifters and
friends, is profcribed by Mr. Godwin as the refult
of prejudice, and an offence to the principles of juf-
tice. The true cofinopolite fecls no gratitude, for
he has no attachmcnts.  He prefers “ no human
being to another becaule that being i1s his father,
wife or foni, but becaufe for realons which equally
apply to all underitandinzs that being 1s entitled 1o
preference.””  Thus a theoretical candor, a cold cal-
culation of merit, is to exp:l from the breaft every
tender and amiable focling. Thoie to whom we
owe our being, our cducation, and the feeds of ev-
ery virtue, muft bc abandoned to want, difeafe and
death, while a vifionary philanthropy impels us to
feck objects of fancicd worth, whom we never have
feen, and to whom we owe no obligation. The
{eriptural account of rewards and punithments is
hooted at by Mr. Godwin and the whole band of
demoralizing fophifts.  The former direétly prefers
“the liberal gods of pagan theology ; thofe pliant de-
itics, whofc morality could give no offenccto the
moft eaty voluptuary, and whofe mylterious ntc.
cnjoined no mortifyine penance upon human pre.
penfitics. :
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WEeLL may we fuppole that the corruptors of the
univerfe, the affafins of human virtue and happi-
nefs, would wilh to cfcape the {crutiny of him
whofe eyesare ¢ as a flamc of fire,’’ and the retri-
butions of thole torments ¢ whofe fmoke afcend-
eth forever and ever.”’

A rar diffcrent remuneration is propofed by them
to perlevering virtue ; in the good opinion of a
world, whofe fhouts of applaufe are often beftowed
upon fuccefsful villany ; while the hifs of contempt
and the pointed finger of fcorn are the reward of
inflexible retitude.

BuT if the code of modern philofophy were
harmlefs in other refpets, Mr. Godwin, in his
chapter upon promifes, has difpatched all moral ob-
ligation at a fingle ftroke. Hear his own words -
“ I have promifed to beftowa fum of money upon
fome good and rcfpetable purpofe. 1n the interval
between the promife and my fulfilling 1t, a greater
and nobler purpofe offers iticlf, and calls with an
imperious voice tor my co-operation.  Which ought
Ito prefer ? That which bett deferves my preierence.
A promife can make no altcration in the caje. 1 ought
to be guided by the intrinfic merit ot the objects,
and not by any external and forcign confideration.
No engagements ol mine can change therr intrinfic
claims.”

Tins is, unqueflionably, a very conventent mode
of paying a debt; nor necd we wonder that col-
mopolites are very partial to fuch meraiity when it
frees them, at once, from the impertinence of fher-
ifls, and the tyranny of courts of juftice. It is pe-
culiarly convenient tor thofe gencrahizing philoto-
piers, whole time is fo much devoted to the care of
the univerfe, that they have none lett to beftow on
the fordid employments of induitry, and the felfifh
avocations of family good.  Butia a fcnous view
how excerable Is fucha  reacher of morality—how
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contemptible fuch a philofopher ! Thefe are ¢ thy
Gods, O Ifrael !”

Surcipe 1s juftified Ly this writer. He would
think 1t rather unphilofophical to deftroy one’s own
life merely to avoid fome perfonal evil. Butif the
genera! good demands fuch a meafure, it is the high-
eft inftance of difintercited heroifm. If the gene-
ra/ good, a phantom before which ail particular
bappincfs vanithes, requires that an innocent man,
known to be fuch, fhould be tortured, the torture
muft be inflitted. Thus the good of the whcle con-
fifts in the mufery of the parts, and the felicity of
the univerfe is confiftent with the wretchednefs of
every individual which it contains.

BuT an evil, refulting from religion, which ex-
cites the moft lively folicitude in the breafts of thefe
gentlemen, 15, that it maintains an order of men,
who, in this country, poflefled of the flendereft
means of {upport-—remote from the fcenes of ambi-
tion, and wholly engrofled in doing good to man-
kind, acre fhill defcnbed as plotting the moft nefari-
ous defigns againft the ftate, and burning with luft
of power and hatred to hberty. Enemies to the
gods of modern philofophy, they pay no worfhip at
their {hrines, and offer no incenfe on their altars.
Hofhle to that total dereliction of principle, which
affumes the name of liberality of fentiment ; to that
boaftful philanthropy, which flows from the motft
exclufive felfithnefs ; and to that raging love of lib-
erty, which fprings only from a perfcét impatience
of control ; they affert with firmnefs the principles
which they believe ; inculcate that love of mankind
which is confiftent with affeCtion for our friends and
our country, and advocate that rational liberty which
15 allied to fhrmnefs, energy and order. Hence
their days are numbered by the gcnius of reform,
and the hand-writing on the wall has already marked
them out for deftruction. As preparatory to a con-
fummation fo devoutly to be withed, their character:
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muft be covered with infamy ; the protetion of fo-
ciety withdrawn ; all contra@ts and laws for their
fupport annulled, and, if coniempt and poverty
cannot fink them to the grave, they muft then be
offered up to appeafe the incenfed deity of revo-

lutions.

Tuus religion muft be difcarded, its altars and
temples thrcwn down, its minifters driven from fo-
ciety, or configned to the exccutioner, and all {fenfe
of moral obligation banifhed from the breaft, belore
mankind can enjoy the blefiings of that equality,
which fecks only the lzevel of delolation, the difmal
independence of the grave ! ¢ Be aftonithed O ve
heavens at this, and’ thou, O earth, ¢ be hornibly
afraid !”’

IT was not to be expected that men who thus de-
fy the omnipotence of heaven, {hculd feel any fcru-
pies in laying violent hands upon COVERNMENT.
But confidering mankind as not yet nipe for that con-
fummation of philoiophical retorm, which is 10
fweep every inftitution, licrary, civil and religious,
from the face of the world, they are contented for
the prefent, to impair the encrgy of government by
little and little ; thus inducing a gradual dechne
which mutft finally end in diffolution.

THEIR firft pofition is that all naticns are capable
of ¢njoying liberty.  Thebrutifin of the Hottentot,
and the prejudices of the Hindu form no obftacle
to this favorite theory. Virtue and infermation are
not ncceffary to the cexiftence of rational freedom ;
licentioufnefs is Liberty ; and rapine and murder are
among the rights of man. Conicious that all gcod
men will cppofe their de@nncs,no arts are tee low—
no {ycophancy is tco abjet to fecure the applaufe of
the populacc, that they may marihal them in hoflility,
againft the wealth, the dignitv and the virtue of fo-
ciety. Hecnce that fenfclefs jargen which preciaims
the will of the people as paramount to all laws,
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