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By the President of the United States.
A. PROCLAMATION.

- = e, L ]

WHEREAS, A joint resolution of the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States was duly approved
on the 13th day of Marcl: last, which resolution is as fol-
10Ws

“Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem-
bled, that it be and is hereby recommended by the Senate
and the House of l{v}uuunmtwea to the people of the sev-
eral States that they assemble in their several eounties or
towns on the approaching centennial anniversary of our na-
tional independence. and that they cause to have delivered
on sitch day an historical sketeh of said county or town from
its formation, and that a copy of said sketch may be filed. in
print or manuseript. in the clerk’s office of said county. and
an additional copy in print or manuseript be filed in the
office of the lhbrarian of Congress, to the intent that a com-
plete record may thus be obtuined of the progress of our in-
btltllltlmh during the first centennial of  their existenee™:
(11

WHEREAS, [t 1s deemed proper that such recommendation
be brought to the notice and knowledge of the people of the
United States,

Now, therefore, I, Ulvsses 8. Grant. President of the
United States, do hereby deelare and make known the same.
in the hope that the objeet of such resolution may meet the
approval of the people of the United States. and that proper
steps may be taken to carry the same into effect.

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington. the 25th
day of May, in the vear of our Lord 1874, .m(l of the In-
dependence of the United States the one hundredth.

By the President, U.S. GRANT,

HaMinToN FisH, SLLI‘Ltdl‘} of State.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Providence, April 271h, 1870.

To the Ronorable City Council of the City of Newport,

GENTLEMEN:

I have the honor herewith to enclose a duly certified
copy of a Resolution passed by the General Assembly at its
recent Session, requesting me to invite the people of the sev-
eral towns and cities of the State, to assemble in their several
localities on the approaching Centennial Anniversary of our
National Independence, and cause to have delivered on
such day an historicai sketeh of sald town or ecity from its
formation.

By pursuing the course suggested by the General
Assembly, the people of the State will derive aa amount of
information which will be invaluable to the present genera-
tion, as showing the wonderful progress of the several towns
and citics since their formation.

It will also be of great value to future generations
when the materials for such sketches now acceessible will
have been lost or destroyed by accident. or become more or
less effuced and illegible from time.

Thercfore in pursuance of the request of the General
Assembly I respectfully and earnestly, through you, invite
the people of your city to caryy out the contemplated cele-
bration on the 4th day of July next.

HENRY LIPPITT, Governor.
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In General Assembly, January Session, A. D. 1876.
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JOIN'T RESOLUTION

ON THE

CELEBRATION OF THE CENTENNIAL

INTHE SEVERAL CITIES AND TOWNS.

Resolved, The House of Representatives concurring there-
in,” that in accordance with  the recommendation of the
National Congress, the Governor he requested to invite the
people of the several eities und towns of the State, to assem-
ble in their several loealities on the approaching Centennial
Anniversary of our National Independence, and cause to
have delivered on that day an historieal sketeh of said town
or ut\ from its fmnmtmn and to have one wpv of said
sketeh. in print or in mannse vipt, filed in the clerk’s office of
said town or cityv, one copy in the office of the Secretary of
State. and one copy in the oftice of the libravian of Lontrmm
to the mtent that a complete vecord may thus be ohtained of
the progress of our institutions during the First Centennial of
their existence: and that the Governor he lt.'l]llt*atud to com-
municate the invitation forthwith te the several town and
citv couneils in the State,

[ certify the forecoing to be a true copy of a resolution
passcd by the General Assembly of the State afovesaid,
on the 20th day of April. AL D. 1876,

. Witness my hand and Seal of the State,
’ “ 5 this 27th dav of April, A. D. 1876.

JOSHUA M., ADDEMAN,
Secretary of State.
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. OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK.

At a meeting of the special committce appointed on the
communication of His Excellency, Governor Lippitt, Alder-
man J. B. Brown was authorized to procure some suitable
person to deliver a historical discourse on the 4th of July, -
1876. He subsequently reported that the Hon. WiLLraM P.
SHEFFIELD had consented to deliver the said discourse.

At a meeting of the Council held June 7, 1874, the fol-
lowing resolution was passed :

Resolved, That the sum of 2,500 be, and the same 1s here-
by appropriated for the celebration of the Fourth of July,
1876, and that Aldermen J. C. Stoddard, George Denniston,
Jr., and Councilmen Weaver, Bull and Cottrell be and are
hereby appointed a committee to make all the necessary ar-
rangements for the same,
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AMERIGAN [NDEPENDENCE:

July 4, 1876,

ORDER OF EXERCISES

e AT THE =

gcra 1[501151;, 'gﬁcwyuri,

I. MUSIC, - - - BY THE BAND,
11. PRAYILR, - By RE\. A, G. MERCER, D. D,
111, MUSIC, - - BY THE BAND,
IV. READING OF D) {‘l AR \Tm\ or

INDEPENDENCE, By HoN, HENRY BEDLoOwW, Mavor,

V. MUSIC, - - - - BY THT, BAND,

Vi. ORATION, - ity HoN. WM. P, SHEFFIELD,
VI, MUSIC, - - - - BY THE BAND,

COMMENRCING AT 11 Q°CLOCE A, X,

RENEDICTION,




RESOLUTION OF THANKS

TO THE

HON. WILLIAM P. SHEFFIELD,

FOR HIS HISTORICAL DISCOURSE ;

Together with a Resolution ordering tho same Printed.

-

At a meeting of the City Council held J ;113' 6, 1876, the
following resolutions were passed :

Resolved, That the thanks of the City Council be and the
same are hereby extended to Hon. William 2. Sheflield for
the Historical Discourse delivered July 4th, instant ; and

Resolved, That Mr. Sheffield he requested to furnish o
copy of the same for publication ; and be it further

Resolved, That Alderman Brown and Councilimen Bull
and Cranston, be authorized to cuause two thousand copies
of said discourse to be printed in pamphlet form. and have
one copy of the sketch filed in the City Clerk’s office in this
city ; one copy in the office of the Secretary of State in
Providence; one copy in the office of the Librarian of Con-

gress in Washmgton, D. C., and the other copies for the use
of the City Council.



PRAYER,

BY THE REV. A. G. MERCER.

O Thou Eternal God to whom a thousand years are but
as one day, we, the ereatures of & moment, at the end of the
hundred years of our nation’s lite, in humility and adoration
bow down before Thee.

Permit us to speak with Thee this day as a man speaks
with his friend.

Thou hast created us a nation here far in the west of the
world, that we migcht lead in the great experiment of forming
a new hemlaphcru Thou hast ercated us of the best blood
of the world, and given us the best traditions, the Bible and
all the acquisitions orf hberty and of social wisdom. Our
fathers began the earver Thou didst open. consecrating it
with their sacrifices.  We beeame free States—and trulded as
we think by Thy spirit, made and established an American
constitution of liberty and public order, giv ing to the earth
the promise of better eras,  ‘Thou gavest us this grand allot-
ment of earth and sky as our home—this soil, this elimate,
these rivers and mountains and wide skirted plains, and said.
“subdue and possess.”  And now at the end of a hundred
years, by energy, by avt, we have subdued and possess, and
hold the continent from sca to sea.

And here to-day we present before Thee this continent
and all its riches; this vast population with all its power and
virtues; this new democratie world dedicated to man; we
present it all before Thee—thy gitt, with th.mkwwnn: and
praise and the voice of mdndv" So far as we have done
well—and in many things have we not done well, O Lord *
S0 far, accept 1t “‘l‘.lLlUllh]hﬂIld may the whoele people humbly
glad hear thy vmw to-day, saying “Well done good and
faithful servant.”

2



10‘ PRAYER.

il

But, O Lord God, we have sinned—not so much this people
as those of us who are the natural leaders of the people—and
to-day, after a hundred years, after all our gains of powerand
riches, we must take to ourselves shame and say, that among
" all our gains we have not gnined—surely not as we ought—
in character and in public heart; we have grasped for self,
and neglected the common weal, and ¢ven our good men are
not always good citizens. We deplore our unenlightened
and prejudiced suffrage ; we deplore the folly of the citizen
and the incompetence of the ruler; we deplore our conceit
and irreverance, that we do net know what to look up to;
that our best men are not our hichest mmen. We deplore the
sinking standard of common honesty and of public and pri-
vate honor.

. But O, where we have done ill—and have we not done
very ill ? surely we are, still thy people, and wilt Thou not
pardon us and correct us in thy merey, and fill our lives with
patriotic energy, that henceforth we may he faithful work-
men of the State? |

Take away, O Lord, if Thou wilt, all this Centennial
glory—take it all from us,but give us in its place, abundance
of public honor, the “Rightcousness that exalteth a Nation,”
and so. out of darkness, make this people into a pillar of fire,
leading forward toward the land of Promise and Hope.

O, divine Father! in profound humilty, in unbounded
aratitude we offer this ourservice of Solemn Thanksgiving
and Prayer in the name of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

AMEN.






ADDRESS.

The Puritans and the Cavaliers, the Independents and
the Toipiscopalians, agreed that God was to be worshiped;
they differed only as to the form of worship, and this differ-
ence was the primary cause of the settling of the New
England colonies by British subjects. True the spirit of
adventure, and the advantages of trade, contributed to this
end, but the controlling influence operating upon most of the
Puritan emigrants, was the desire to worship GGod in accord-
ance with their convictions of duty.

The Puritans were agreed in opposing the Iistablished
Church, but they had not stopped to consider if they were
agreed upon the grounds of their opposition. Some were
opposed to the corruptions of the Church, and were in favor
of purifying it, and despairved of accomplishing thenr purpose
but by a revolution in cxisting systems and establishing
others, which should bhe more exacting in their demands,
requiring & more fervent piety, and a greater self-denial;
while others objected that the hierarchical form of govern-
ment practiced in the Established Chureli, was not caleulated
either to adyance Christianity, or to open the largest field for
usefulness to the members of the chureh.

When the separation from *the mother church™ was
complete, and when the Puritans were establishing a church
in America, upon which they were to rear @ commonwealth,
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while their minds were highly excited upon religious topices,
1t 18 not surprising that diffcrences of opinion upon church
polity should arise among them, nor is the occasion for
surprise diminished when we reflect that the only road open,
which was apparent to them, for the gratification of ambition,
was through the church.

What was thus natural, and to be expected, arose in the
Puritan colony of Massachusetts Bay ; for they came to Amer-
ica to found a church, and a commonwealth hased upon the
church. This done, the majority of them claimed the church
a.d the commonwealth which they had founded in their
exile, to be theirs,—theirs to control, —theirs to enjoy. A
few of their number with no hngher purpose, but with hroad-
er conceptinns of human rghts, a firmer trust in the capaceity
of the muasses of men. and « higher ideal of duty to God,
ventured the opinion that the chureh was the chureh, not of
the DPuritans, but of Jesus Christ, its founder and head, and
that the zommonwealth was the King's commonwealth
under whose license it existed; aml that the Puritans had
no richt to exclude the huml le followers of the Saviour of
mankind from His church, or the King's loyval subjeets from
a place e his commonweaith, The majority prevailed, and
compelled the unyiclding minority to leave their homes in
Boston and depart from the Christian commonwealth.

John Whecelwricht who had been a classmate of Crom-
well at Cambridge, viear of Bilshy. silenced by Arhbishop
Laud for non-conformity, and had emigrated to America,
was pastor of a church in Braintree. He was a kinsman of
Ann Hutchinson! and had some sympathy with her religious
opinions, in consecuence of which a controversy arose he-
tween him and Mr. Wilson, the pastor of the Boston churceh.
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This matter was brought before the General Court, and
Wheelwright was censured.

Against this judgment of censure, Wiliiam Hutchinson,
William Aspinwall,® William Dyer,* John Sanford Samuel
Wilbor® Thomas Savage,” Edward Hutchinson,®> Richard
Carder,® John Porter? William Baulston,’® William Free-
born,'! Heney Bulll? John Walker® Mr. Clarke™ and John
Cogueshall” of Boston, Philip Sherman,'® of Roxbury, and
others protested; and from it Willinm Coddington'™ and
Randall Holden™ dissented : the former having opposed its
rendition in the Generzl Court, For this act. on the 2d of
November, 1637, the sixteen persons first named were dis-

armed.

On the 12th of the next March, the General Comrt noti-
fied William Coddington. John Cogeeshall, William  Bauls-
ton, Edward Hatehingon, Samuel Walbor, John  Porter,
Henry Bull, Philip Sherman: William Freeborn.and Richard
sarder, that they had heense to leave the colony, and that
it they did not depart hefore the next Courtiin May. 1638,
they were commanded to then appear at court. to answer
such ohjections as should be objected against them.  Nich-
olas Easton® of Salem. was warned to depart at the same
time, but in a separate ovder.

William Brenton® had incurred the eolonial displeasure
for being contaminated with the opinions of Wheelwright
and Hutchinson, and having opposed their being censured
in the General Court.

The persons whom 1 have named, were the founders of
the colony of Rhode Island. and whatever may be said about
the intervention of other causes to iduee the banishment

of Roger Williams, and the scttlement of Providence, T have
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never seen it stated or heard it intimated, that the founders
of the colony of Rhode Island were disarmed, had leave to
depart and were threatened with further orders, if they did
not leave, for any other cause than for the religious opinions
which they entertained, and their protest against the cen-
sure of Wheelwright for his religious opinions.

The men who founded Rhode Island, were among those

who had been most conspicuous in the Puritan common-
wealth, “men,” says Callender, ¢ who were in repute with
the very best for their holiness and zeal.,” Among them
were men of culture, and all of them had there enjoyed
social position and most of them official distinction.  Yet the
hard fate of the times befel them, and they bhecame the exiled
of extles, Puritans of Puritans and in their new-found home
they were permitted to assist in laying the foundations of a
new society, based alike upon eivil and religious hiberty.

‘These colonists passed beyond the jurisdiction of Massa-
chusetts and of Plymouth,and landed at Portsmouth.,  Here
they Incorporated themselves into a civil society, not accord-
ing to the forms and constitutions of the countries from
which they came, but in accordance with the lofty aspira-
tions of “their own pure hearts, and the civeumstances which
surrounded them.

Through the kindly offices of that great man, Roger
Williains, they had obtatned the Indian title to this Island
from the Narragansetts, who had recently conquered it {from
the Wampanoags; but they had no charters or laws for their
government but those which are written on the heart and
rest in the consciences of men; but on the Tth day of
March, 1638, they solemnly, in the presence of Jehovah, in-
corporated themselves into a body politic, as he should help,
and promised that they would submit their persons, lives and
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estates unto the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of Kiﬂgs and
Lord of Lords, and to all those perfect and most absolute
laws of His given us in his holy word of truth, to be guided
and judged thereby. Thus it may be seen that this first
charter of our civil rights rests upon the broad principles of
the Golden Rule.

The founders of Rhode Island were exiled from England
by the dread of the Tower of London.  The fires of Smith-
field lighted their way to the abodes of savage men and the

wilds of native forests; the full foree of persecution had not
yet been exhaunsted, the unrelenting hand of destiny would
not let loose its wrasp; for there wag a denser forest not yet
penetrated ; move formidable tribes of savages, which had not
yet been encountered.  Another trial was necessary to be had
to separate the wospel of perfect freedom in religion from
the aceumulated dross of ages.  Into the crueible of this
other trial our fathers were cast, and from its retort they
evolved the idei of spiritual liberty, to light the wanderer
in the way of life out of the darkness and gloom of the rehg-
ious intolerance of all the past: a light which has since been
expanding, and yet continues to expand over the world like
the rays of a new-born day.

The colonists provided for the assicnment of lunds to the
settlers, the erection of @ meeting-house, and regulated oth-
er affairs at Portsmounth; and in the spring of 1638-9, the
majority of the settlers removed to the southwesterly part of
the Island and there laid the foundations ot Newport.®

Here they lLidd out their lands subject to cevtain public
rights of fisherv, passed an order that no one should he ac-
cottnted a delinguent for doetrine, and did many aets in
reculating their prodential aftaies. . They soon received con-

siderable aceession to their numbers of persons, who like

J
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themselves, had been oppressed for conscience. They ap-
pointed Mr. Easton and Mr. Clarke to inform Sir Henry
Vane of the condition of things here, and to request him to
endeavor to obtain his Majesty’s charter for the people of
the Island.

In 1640, the town employed Robert Lenthall to keep a
public school,—the first public school in America, and possi-
bly the first school accessible to all, supported by the public

L |

charge, in the world.

As early as 1641, there were at least two hundred fami-
lies on the Island. That year it was unaminously ordered
that *“the government or bhody politic of the Island
and the jurisdiction thercof in favor of our prinee, is a
democratic or popular government; that is, it is in the
power of the body of the freemen orderly assembled, or the
major part of them, to make and constitute just laws by
which they will be regulated, and depute from among thems
selves such ministers as shall see them faithfully executed
between man and man.”

In the begiuning of 1640, the colony at Newport received
further accession to their numbers from DPortsmouth, and
orderced that the chief magistrate should he called governor,
and" the next, deputy-governor; and the governor and two
" assistants should be chosen from one town, and the deputy
and the two other assistants should he chosen from the other
town, and that the town at the north end of the Island
should be called Portsmouth ; and m May of that year, a
court consisting of magistrates and jurors, should he held in
Newport and in Portsmouth. The magistrates were the
covernor, deputy-governor and assistants.  This 1s the com-
mencement of jury trials in Rhode Island.
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In September, 1640, Governor Coddington was ordered
to write to the governor of the Bay, that they would com-
municate their councils concerning their agitations with the
Indians.

In the records of the Massachusetts General Court, under
date October 7, 1640, is the following order, viz: “It 1s
ordered that the letter lately sent tu the governor by Mr.
Eaton [of New Haven], Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Haynes [of Con-
necticut}, Mr. Coddington, and Mr. Brenton [of Newport],
but concerning also the General Court, shall be thus answenr-
ed by the governor, That the Court doth assent to all the
propositions laid down in the aforesaid letter, but that the
answer shall be diveeted to Mr. Euaton, Mr. Hopkins and Mr.
Haynes only, excluding Mr, Coddington and Mr. Brenton,
as men not to be capitulated with at all by us either for
themselves or the people of the Island, where they inhabit as
their case standeth.”

Thus early the inhabitants of Rhode Island desired to
enter into a league with the other New England colonies
for mutual defence. and were prevented from doing so by
the arbitrary action of the General Court of Massachusetts ;
and the defenceless people of Rhode Island were left to the
tender mercies of the Indian savage.

In 1648, May 25, Governor Coddington in a letter to
Governor Winthrop states that some of the people on the
Island are in disgrace with the people of Warwick and Prov-
idence.

September 8 of the same year, Coddington and Alex-
ander Partridge made a formal request of the United
colonies to be admitted into that alliance, and their request
was formally answered by the suggestion, that if Rhode
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 Island desired the protection of the United Colonies, it had
better submit to the jurisdiction of Plymouth. |

© In 1644, it was ordered that the Island, commonly called
< Aquidneck, sheall from henceforth be called the Isle of

Rhodes, or Rhode Tsland.

March 14, 1643, a charter was granted from the Lord
Commissioners to the inhabitants of Providence, Portsmouth
and Newport under the name of the Providence Plantations,
in the Narragansett Bay in New England, with authority to
rule themselves in such form of civil government as by vol-
untary consent of -all, or the greater part of them, they
should find most suitable to their estate and condition.

This charter was not altogether satisiactory to the people
of the Island. They did not like the name of the colony.
It had been granted upon the particular application of the
Providence and Warwick people, with whom they were not
In complete unity, without the concurrence of the inhabi-
tants of the Island, and the name of the Island had heen
omitted in the new name for the colony.

This want of unity kept open the acceptance of the char-
ter and the organization of the government up to 1647 when
the people of the Island presented a body of laws, which was
accepted by the other colonies, and the charler government
was then organized. Under.this charter, the title of the
chief magistrate was President, and William Coddington was
elected president in 1648, and William Baulston was chosen
one of the assistanis. Owing to certain charges having heen
made against these officers, they were suspended i office,
and if Coddington was found guilty, or from other causes
the office should be vacant, Jeremiah Clarke was to fill the

office.
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November 4, 1651, Warwick and Providence appointed -
Roger Williams to go to England, to obtain a confirmation
of their chartered privileges, the towns on the Island having
withdrawn and fallen off from the charter government.—'
Coddington obtained from England a commission to be gov-
ernor of the Island {or life. |

L

This proceeding of Coddington was offensive to many
of the inhabitants of the ? JAand, for sixty-five of the inhabi-
tants of Newport and fortv-one from Portsmouth employed
Mr. John Clarke to o {o England, to procure the commis-
sion of Coddincton to be vacated. Williams and Clarke
took passage in the same ship.

Orders from the Couneil of State in England having ar-
rived suspending Coddington’s government, the Assembly
met at Portsmouth. Mavch 1. 1652, to receive them, when it
was ordered that the officers obstructed by Coddington’s
commission. should stand in their places. and aet according
to their former commissions as if thev had been annually
chosen. until a new election: and an eleetion was appointed
to take place the Tuesday succeeding the 15th of the then
next Mav.

No General Assembly met. however, on the Island, until
at Newport. May 17, 1653, which was an assembly of the
electors of the Island only.  "This assembly assumed control
of the government of the Island. They proposed that if
Warwick and Providence wonld be pleased to act with them,
that those towns mizhi eleet their own officers.  Theyv then
sent James Barker and Richard Kaight to demand the
Statute Book and Book of Records from Governor Codding-
ton. Coddington informed the messengers, that he would
advise with counsel, and then return an answer: for he
dare not lay down his commission without order thereto;
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they made some provisions for assisting in the prosecu- .
tion of the war against the Dutch ; provided for the adjudi-

cation of prizes brought into ) \Temet and for the adoption
of the Laws of Oleron,

A commission was granted to Edward Hull, to go against
the Dutch, or any of the enemies of the commonwealth of
England. This was the commencement of privateering in

Rhode Island. The action of the Island Assembly in refer-

ence to the Dutch war, brought a lively protest from the
Providence-Warwick Assembly.

Yet these Assemblies soon united upon terms of settle-
ment. They then commissioned the Deborah, to go against
the enemies of England; and on the 13th of September, 1654,
they approved of the instructions presented by Mr. John
Clarke, in reference to his mission to England, and desired
that Roger Williams and Mr. Dexter should manifest as
much to Mr. Clarke.

Roger Williams returned from England in 1654, leaving
Mr. Clarke then sole agent of the colony.

In 1655, Cromwell wrote to the colony, authorizing it to
continue its government under the charter of 1643.

' In 16566, Mr. Coddington was chosen one of the commis-
sioners for Newport to the General Cowrt, when he declared
that he freely submitted to the authority of his Highness
in these colonies as now united, with all his heart.

Upon the return of Charles II to the throne, John Clarke
then the sole agent in England of the Providence Planta.
tions as well as of the Island of Rhode Island, presented to
the crown two petitions for a charter for the colony, which
should give the inhabitants full liberty in religious concern-
ments, and a larger measure of civil liberty than was then



HISTORY OF NEWPORT. 23

enjosred by any other civilized people on earth. This petition
was granted, and November 24, 1663, at & meeting of the
General Court of commissioners held in Newport, Mr.
Clarke’s letter was opened and read with good delivery; and
the King’s Gracious Letters’ Patent with the broad scal
thereto affixed, were received, and read by George Baxter:
and this charter remained the fundamental law of Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations for one hundred and
eighty years.

This charter was the fruit of twelve years’ toil of John
Clarke in England, during which time he had expended all
of his available funds, and had mortgaged his private prop-
erty to promote the object lie had in hand.

But the object of his mission had been attained: the char-
ter was secure, and his title to be known as the greatest
benefactor of the colony was fully earned.

Notwithstanding the depreciating remarks of Graham, I
firmly believe that there was not then a better balanced mind
than Clarke’s in all Ameriea, and Rhode Island never had
a more devoted friend. IHe was prodigal of himself in her
service, and when he died he gave the remnant of his for-
tune for the relief of her poor, and the bringing up of her
childven to learning. “Lhe grand motive which turned the
scale of his life,” says Roger Willlams, *was the truth of God
—a just liberty to all men’s spirits in spiritual matters, togeth-
er with the peace and prosperity of the whole colony.™

Several of the early settlers of Newport were merchants,
and a considerable commerce grew up with the Duteh at New
York, and with the Enelish at Darbadoes, and between the
colony and other places.

After the battle of Sedgmoor,in 1689, the followers of the
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Duke of Monmouth were many of them sold to go tothe Bar-
badoes, and from this class and from other sources Rhode
Island continued to receive comsiderable accessions to its
population, and Newport was by furthe most tlourishing town
in the colony up to the Revolution.

In January, 16045, Roger Williams who though not theau-
thor was the defender of the charter, said, that the charter
“orvesliberty of our estates * A * not & penny
to be taken by auy one from us without every man's tree
debate by his deputies chosen by himself, and sent to the
General Assembly. Liberty of soctety or corporation. of
sending, or being seut to the General Assembly, ot chousing,
and of being chosen to all offices, and ol making or repeal-
ing laws and constitutions mmongst us.”

The colony acted upon this clatm, and asserted that as
between themselves and the British covernment. this chartey
wits to be construcd as a coutvaet or perpetual covenant, and |
that ax such. it was irrepealable by the King and parlinment
of England without the assent ot the colony; that as between
the covernment and people of the colony. the charter was
their tundamental law.  The charter, said they, was on the
one hand binding on the British coverument. and on the

other hand. was ahike binding on the government and people

= f )
of the l':l)lml}'. ’

Indeed, the charter contained a provision to the effect
that it should. as against the crown and government of Iing-
land, be a suflicient warrant and discharge for all acts done
under and in accordance with its provisions.

Yet the British government hy duress attempted its abro-
cation with all the New Iingland charters in 1686, and
appointed Sir Edmund Andros as governor of the New Iing-
land colonies, who broke the seal of the charter, and assumed
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the government of Rhode Island; but the revolution in Eng-
land of 1688, put an end to the Andros government ; and had
Andros beendisposed to persist after that event, in oppressing
the colonies, he probably would have been sent to his God

without the intervention of judge or jury, but as it was, he
was sent home, and the colony resumed the charter; and
continued to act under it, and treated as void its vacation or
surrender as an act done under duress.

Almost from the foundation of the Rhode Island Colony,
there was aclass of the colonists who did not fully accept the
faith and order of the Baptists, or the doctrines of any recog-
nized sect of Christinns. These were denominated “Seekers.”
They aceepted the seriptures as they were revealed to them,
but awaited further revelations through the operations of the
Holy Spirit. The arrival of the Quakers in this country
about 1056, and in subsequent years, and the inhospitable
manner in which they were received in the other colonies,
induced these people to come to Rhode Island and the “Seek-
ers” here readily affiliated with the Quakers, who soon be-
came a very important element in the colony. And this sect
has always formed an important part of the population of
the State, and thouch now they are much seattered. there
remains a few in standing amongst us, who remind us of the
pastoral daks in the summer ficld, they bespeak the charae-
ter of those whom they represent, and are a perpetual bene-
diction to all about them.

Ill Pllilip’ﬁ \\‘ill‘ﬂll' pt-up]u of N(-“‘pm‘t. tm)]{ [mj. lit.t.lg Pill't
beyond affording succor to the white vietims of the war who
came to them for protection.  They were shut out from the
united colonies. yet they constantly kept wateh and ward,
fearing that thevy might be attacked by the Indians. M.
Easton’s house was burned by an Indian, but it is by no

4
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means certain whether this was tho result of accident or de-
sign ; few of the people of Newport took part in that war.

The French war which followed the Indian war, between
1685 and 1695, was the source of considerable annoyance
to the people of Newport from depredations oceasioned by
French cruisers.

In1709 and 1710 the colony was called upon by the home
government to fit out a force to actinconjunction with forces
from the other colonies against Aunapolis Royal. Newport
raised between hity and sixty men to go on this expedition.
The colony to pay the expenses of this expedition, in an evil
hour, commenced the issue of paper money. Though the ex-
pedition of 1710 was successiul, the colony lost a vessel and
incurred a large expenditure of money,

In 1730 the population of Newport was 4,640, At that
time the population of Providence, which embraced what is
now the county of Providence with the exception of Cum-
berland, East Providence, and that part of Pawtucket cast of
the Seekonk river, was but 3,9106.

In 1738 there was belonging to Newport upwards of one
hundred vessels engaged in commerce with various parts of
the world.

War was declared /bet-u%en France and England in the
spring of 1744. Our coast swarmed with French privateers,
to the great detriment of the commerce of Newport, and es-
pecially of its fisheries. But privateering was a service in
which two parties could engage, and as the war was not al-
together unexpected, the merchants and seamen of Newport
were not altogether unprepared for the emergency. There
were many privateers fitted out from here and during the
year 1745 more than twenty prizes, “some of them of great



HISTORY OF NEWPORT. 27

g . i L i, i iy,

value, were sent into Newport,” and notwithstanding
the annoyances from French privateers the commeree of the
place was exceedingly prosperous during the war,

/

The colony fitted out its sloopTartar with ninety men,
under Captain Fones, with three companies, to go against
Louisburg. Captain Fones, off Cape Breton, encountered a
French frigate, and by a skillful manweuvre rendered good
service to the expedition. The merchants, principally of
Newport, advanced £8000 to hire a twenty gun ship for that
service, and the agent of the Rhode Island colony, Richard
Partridge, wrote to Mr. Ramsden, Secretary of the Lords
Justices, that “in the wars of the late Queen in the expedi-
tion against Annapolis Royal and against Canada, and in the
sea-war at that time, the New Englanders must confess that
the privateers from the colony of Rhode Island did more exe-
cution against the enemy s privateers that infested this coust,
than all the ships of the Massachusetts, ov indeed, of all the
colonies of those parts put together.”

In 1758 the Newport Mercury was first published by
James Franklin, the nephew of Dr. Benjamin Franklin2t

In the later French war trom 1750 to 1703, the commeree
of Newport suffered much from French privateers, Newport
having lost more than 100 vessels by capture.  But during
this period Newport had nearly 50 vessels engaged in priva-
teering.

The passageof the stampact,and the restricted trade laws
which passed Parliaiment soon after the close of the war with
France, greatly irritated the people of Newport. The con-
stant presence of Dritish eruisers, under the command of
arrogant officers, interfering with the commerce of the port,
and foreibly impressing seamen from our mercantile marine,
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was & constant threat to the hundreds of privateersmen who
had been trained to adventures of daring and desperation
such as had no rival, if equalled, in the annals of naval war-
fare, could not readily submit to the constant menaces
which they were receiving from British .cruisers.

The people of this colony from the beginning, as we have
seen, claimed that their charter was a compact with the Brit-
ish crown, a contract which even Parlinment could not
break. “That by this charter the colony had the exclusive
right of self government, including the sole right to tax
themselves.

The British government claimed the right to govern and
bind the colonies in all cases whatsoever. Here the parties
took issue in trial by battle, which was not finally settled
until the treaty of Paris in 1788. |

The Rubicon was soon passed, the torch of Ate lighted,
and the dogs of war let slip. The news of Concord and
Lexington set the town on fire with the determination to
resist the encroachment upon the rights of the country, to
death.

It has been said that 1000 men from this town alone went
out to engage the foe upon the sea. and 1000 such men never
before went out from any one port to fight upon the deep.
Manyfc;f them had been trained under such commanders as
Dennis, Read, and other privateer commanders.##

What was Newport in 17747 the year before the break-
ing out of the war. It was full of commercial enterprise.
Its maratime adventures extended everywhere not prohibited
by the Home goverment. Newport had earned and was then
better entitled than any other port in America to the glow-
ing commendation bestowed by Edmund Burke in Darlia-
ment upon American maratime enterprise.
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In the year 1763 from January 1st to January 1st, 1764,
after the losses by the French war, there were 182 vessels
cleared from Newport on foreign voyages, and. 352 had cleared
coastwise, and in these and in fishing vessels were cmployed
2200 scamen.

In the two months of June and July, 1774, there were
entered at the Custom House in Newport 64 vessels from
foreign voyuges, 152 coustwise, und 17 engaged in the whale
fishery.

The population of Newport then was 9,209 souls, but the
events of the succeeding vear reduced this nwnber by 4000.

There were at this time thirvty distilleries in operation in
Newport.

Perhaps the people of Newport possessed in 1774 as much
wealth, enterprise, intelligence and refinement as any other
place 11 America.

There were then 300 families of Jews in Newport, repre-
sented by men of great learning. intelligence and enterprise,
but they are all gone; tne dwelling houses which they
erected, their sviagogue and their grave-vard are the only
memorials left to us of their existence.  Let no vandal hand
of desceration ever be lnid upon that synagorue or that grave-
yard, but let them remain. and keep them preserved forever
as venerated memoriais of a frugal and usetul people. who in
their day and generation contributed o the prosperity and
renown of Newport.

But let us pause to consider the acts which preceded the
Revolution: In Rhode Island there were three eauses which
may be said to have indueed the people to enter into the
spirit of the Revolution, viz: Taxation, impressment of
seamen, the jurisdiction conferred upon the admiralty courts.
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To these may be added the refusal of the British gov-
ernment to pay a debt due to the colony. for advances made
by the colony during the Seven Years’ War with France.

The first act of open resistance to the British authority
which has come to our notice, took place at Newport on the
9th of July, 1764. On the 18th of the preceding June, rear
Admiral Lord Colville, in command of his majesty’s ship,
the Squirrel, and other armed vessels then in American
waters, advised the home government that he had directed
four of the armed vessels to spread themselves in the prinei-
pal harbors between Casco Bay and Cape Henlopen, in order
to raise men for the navy,

The St. John, under command of Licutenant Hill, came
into the harbor of Newport on the 30th of the same June,
(1764). Upon the arrival of this vessel, her commanding
officer was intormed that the brig Basto, from Monte
Chriso, under command of one Wingate, had landed a
cargo of sugar, at a place now called Bridgeport near How-
land’s Ferry in Tiverton. The St. John immediately started
for Bridgeport, seized the cargo of sugar, ninety-three hogs.
heads, and the next day seized the brig as she lay above the
ferry, and brought the vessel and cargo to Newport.

Upon the arrival of the vessels at Newport, 1t was ascer-
tained that Lieutenant Hill had never heen properly qualified
on his commission, and the collector of customs reseized the
cargo. Lieutenant Hill was arrested and compelled to give
security that the vessel and cargo should not be taken out
of the jurisdiction of the colony.

On the 9th of July, while these vessels were in the har-
bor of Newport, including the Admiral’s ship, the Squirrel, it
was alleged that three of the crew of the St. John had com-
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mitted a larceny in the town; one of the offenders was caught
on shore and arrested, and the town officers went on board
the St. John and demanded the other offenders, but they
were not given up.

The commanding officer of the St. John sent an armed
boat fully manned, on shore, ostensibly to get one Thomas
Moss, who it was alleged was a deserter; whether he was the
thief or had been put on board by the press yany, does not
appear, for the story is told by British officers,—at any rate
the people assembled on the Long Wharl and would not
permit the man to be taken away. The St John fired
a swivel atthe crowd.  The people took Mr. Doyvle, the
commanding oflicer of the boat into custody, and in the melee
woinded most of tite hoat's crew, and they threatened to
haul the schooner on shore and burn her. A sloop was
manned from the whirf whieh sailed around the St. John.
wlien a swivel was fired frow the St John as a signal to the
Squirrel for assistance. The St. John  was got un-
derweirh, and was anchored under the protection of the
cuns of the Squirrel.  The people trom the shore went over
to Fort George, now Fort Wolcott, and tovk possession of
the guns of the fort.  An ofticer from the Squirrel arrived at
the fort to remonstrate against the use of the cuns, hut he
was knocked down., beaten and sent away,  ‘The guns were
then trained on the offending vessel and eight shots were fired
at her.

Arthur Brown,® a native of Newport, in his miscellaneous
writings, p. 227, =ays: = myself’ saw one Ameriean fort fire
upon the Squirrel, n King's ship. in 1704, in the harbor of
Newport.”

Captain Smith waited upon the governor and council and
demanded a proper acknowledgment. He was told by them
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that the men had acted by authority, and that the govern-
ment would answer for it when it was nseessary for them to

do so.

Rear Admiral Lord Colville called upon deputy governor
Wanton, in referenceto the matter, and the admiral was told
by the deputy governor that he must pursue his legal rem.-
edy. |

The stamp act had bheen passed, and Dr. Moflit, Augustus
Johuston and Martin Howard had been appointed to carry it
info effect in Newport on the 27th of Aungust, A. D., 17G5.
The people of Newport assembled on the Parade on that day,
in front ot the State House. having with thema ecart and the
effivies of three stamp officers with halters about their neeks,
These effigies were carvied to a gallows and were hung up to
public view until near night. The neople assembled on the
following day; and broke in the doors and demolished the
furniture in the houses of Moffit and Howard. The three
stamp officers took refuge on board of a British armed vessel
in the harbor,

On the 30th of the same August, the colleetor, controller
and searcher of the customs, followed the example of Moflit,
Howard and Johnston® and left the town, taking up their
abodd on board of a British armed vessel in the harbor.  In
September the General Assembly resolved that the British
Parliament had no right to lay any internal taxes on the peo-
ple of this colony, and they direeted the officers of the colony
to disregard such levies, and that the Assembly would indeuh-
nify the officers in so doing.

The offence of the officers of the ¢ustoms at Newport,
was the svizure of a sloop by the Cyvenet, with a cargo of mo-
lasses, and the proeceding to condemn her before Dr. Spoy,
ina court of admiralty at Halifax.
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On the 11th of June, 1765, the ship Maidstone, o British
armed vessel in the harbor of Newport, had seized and im-
préssed several of the inhabitants of the colony to act as
scamen on board of that vessel. (Governor Ward had re-
peatedly demanded the liberation of these men, but his de-
mand was not conuplied with. After the men were impressed
the boat of the Muaidstone bhappened to be on shore, when
she was taken possession of by the populace and burned.

Governor Ward addressed a very spirited letter to Cap-
tain  Antrobus on the 12th of July, again demanding the
Jiberation of the impressed seamen.

One Chumplain, who was in the habit of furnishing sup-
plies for the Madstone, was scized, and foreibly pre-
vented from supplyinge the ship. of which conducet the com-
. mander of the ship complained to Governor Ward., The
latter replied that this conduet of the inhabitants was the re-
sult of the resentinent they had conceived at the impress-
ment and detention of sundry inhabitants of the town on
board of the Maidstone.

In June. two vessels with earooes, the Wainscott and the
Nelly, had been seized in Providence, and had failed of being
condemned in the admiralty court of Rhode Island. 'This
was the pretext for sending the case of the sloop and eargo
taken by the Cygnet to Halifax for adjudieation,

The officers to exceute the Stamp Act deelined tu aceept
their offices and no stamps were offered for sale in Rhode
Island. The Stamp Act was repealed. but its rvepeal was
accompanied with a declaration in favor of the richt of Par-
liament to tax the colonies,

The officers of the colony addressed themselves with zeal

to the collection of their dues from the British government
3



34 - HISTORY OF NEWZPORT.

e i

for the advances made by the colony during the French war.
They had received drafts on Connecticut and Pennqylmma,,
which were deficient in their quotas, for a part of their claim,
but there was a large balance yet due to the colony. The
reply came—you’ first pay Moffit, Howard and Johnston for
the damages done by the mob—a condition that was never
complied with. And the claims of the colony have never
been paid. The British government honestly owes the
amount with the interest thereon, to Rhode Island now.

As soon as the Stamp Act was repealed, the governmeunt
again opened a ~orrespondence with the home government.
in veference to the claim of the colony for advances made
during the French war. The claim was carnestly pressed,
its justice was not denied, but its payment was refused.

In May, 1769, a4 sloop from the West Indies belonging to
Providence, was seized by the armed sloop Liberty and car-
ried to Newport. “

On the 17th of the following July, the oflicers of the Lib-
erty seized and brought into Newport a brig and & sloop
belonging to Connecticut, taken in the Sound, without the
jurisdiction of the colony. This scizure was on Monday ;5 on
Wednesday the captair of the brig went on board to obtain
some necessary articles of clothing, he was informed that his
clothing had been taken on board cf the Liberty. He ob-
served seme of the crew of the Liberty stripping his vessel
and desiréd them to desist, but received the most abusive
language in reply. He then proposed to go on shore but
missing his sword civilly inquired for it; and was informed
that one of the men from the Liberty lay on it in the cabin.
The captain went to the cabin for the sword and was accost-
ed with a volley of oaths and imprecations. The captain
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then took his sword, when it was seized by one of the Liber-
ty's men who attempted to wrest it from him, but did not
succeed. - The captain then ¢ot into his boat with two of his

men. When he was going on shore from his vessel, he was
fired upon with a brace of balls from the Liberty; a swivel

was then levelled at the boat but it flashed. There was a

large number of people on the wharf witnessing this extraor-
dinary proceeding. At the time Captain Read, of the Liberty,
was on shore, and he was compelled by the inhabitants to
order his men on shore, to answer for their conduct.

A number of men from the shore went on hoard and cut
the cables of the Liberty, and brought the vessel to the
wharf; cut away her mast. vendering her unfit for service,
and scuttled her: afterwards she was got over to the north
end of Goat Islind and bhurned. The hoats were dragged
up the Parade, so swiftly over the pavements, that they left
a stream of fire several feet long in their rear. They were
taken through Broad strecet to what is now Liberty Park,
and there they were burned.

There was no evidence of any illicit conduet against the
Lrig. Her cargo was regularly entered at the Custom House
in Newport.

While the Liberty was being destroyed, the Connecticut
sloop, which had heen sevized, got underweigh and left the
harbor, and afterwards the brig obtained a regular clearance
from the Custom House and left Newport.

Mayv 3, 1768, an affray occurred at the foot of Mary
street in Newport, between some midshipmen belowring to
the Senegal, & British man-of-war, in the harbor, and some
of the people of the town, in which Henry Sparker was run
through the body by a British officer named Thomas Cur-

less.
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In 1769, the people of Providence assembled in great
numbers and violently seized one Jesse Saville, n tide-waiter
belonging to the Custom House, while in the exercise of his °
duty, and after committing various outrages upon his person,

. proceeded to tar and feather him.

In April, 1771, the collector of the port of Newport,
Charles Dudley®, while in the execution of the duties of his
office, prescribed by the British government, was assaulted
by a body of the people, who denied the validity of his offi-
cial acts, and he was roughly handled. This conduct was
the subject of a letter from the Earl of Hillsborough to the
governor and company of the colony, under date of July
19th, 1771, in which the Earl compiains, “That it appears
that some of the most violent of these outrages (on the offi-
cers of the customs), have been committed .at Newport in
Rhode Island, particularly in April last, when the collector
of his majesty’s customs at that port was, in the execution of
hisduty, assaulted and grossly ill-treated, even to the danger
of his life, by a number of the inhabitants without any pro-

tection being given him.”

The destruction of the Gaspee in 1772, is a subject too
familiar for discussion at this time.

December 6th, 1774, more than foriy cannon, with a large
amount of powder and shot, were seized and taken from Fort
George, now Fort Wolceott, and conveyed to a place of safe- -
ty.

Wallace, the commander of the British ferce in the harbor
of Newport, waited upon Governor Wanton® and demanded
an explanation of this act. Governor Wanton told him that
«“ Tt was done to prevent him from seizing the guns, and that
they would be used against any enemy of the coleny,”
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- Andrews, the British historian of the Revolution, says,
“ Newport, the capital of Rhode Island, was the place where
these proceedings first commenced. Forty pieces of cunnon,

L

mounted in the hatteries that protected the harbor, were car-
ried off by the inhabitants. 'The captain of a man-of-war,
having waited upon the governor, who in that Province is
chosen by the Assembly. to inquire into the cause of such a
proceeding, was explicitly told. that the people had seized
them that they might not be used against themselves by the
British forces; and that they intended to employ them in
their own detence, against any one that should attack them.

“After taking this measure the Assembly nmiet. and agreed
that arms and warlike stores should be purchased with the
public money. Resolutions were passed for training the in-
habitants, and every man was expected to prepare himself
for a vigorous defence of the richts and liberties of his coun-
try. The colony of New Hampshire had hitherto acted with
great moderation during these distwrbances; but on receiv-
ing 1ntelligence of the proclamation forbidding the export of
armns to the colonies and of the proceedings in consequence
of it at Rhode Island, they resolved to imitate them.”

The people of New Hampshire seized the cannon at Ports-
mouth, with the munitions of war. and stored the powder
under the pulpit of the Congregational Church.

May 4th, 1776, the General Assembly of Rhode Island,
in session in the State House in Newport. repealed the act
securing the allewiance of the people to the DBritish crown.
and ordered that the use of the King's name be discontinued in
all papers and proceedings in the colonv. Thus just two
months before the 4th of July, 17706, the people of Rhode
Island threw off their allegiance to the British crown and
set up an independent State.
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The Newport Mercury. then published by Solomoen South-
wick,” and contributed to by such men as-Bzra Stiles*™ and
Samuel Hopking,® did much to arouse the people to the duties
of that time. 'The history of Newport can never be faith-
fully written without assigning to these men a prominent
place among its benetactors.

After the Declaration of Independence at Philadelphia,
and on the receipt of that declaration in Newport on the
18th of July, 1776, the General Assembly wet and ratified
the declaration, and pledged themselves to support it with
their lives and fortunes.  The decelavation was then read to
the people by Major John Handy from the Court House
steps. and fifty years later it was again read by the same in-
dividual to the people, from the same place.

The General Assembly then declared the style of gov-
ernment of the State to be the State of Rhode [sland and
Providence Plantations, and’ enacted a law to punish all
persons who should in any way acknowledge in this colony
the sovereignty of Great Britain.

The people of Newport had often met together, and had
often resolved that they would die or be free. "The news of
the fighting at Lexington and Concord came to ready minds
and willing hands.  The guns fired that day cehoed and re-
echoed over the land. vibrated and re-vibrated, and the
sound never died away, until it was hushed in the Treaty of
Paris.

The legislature was at once convened, and an army of ob-
serviation, consisting of fifteen hundred men. was raised.
Wanton, then governor, would not commission the oflicers,
but Henry Ward, Secretary of State, was ordered to sign the

commissions and did so, no doubt, cheerfully. In the fol-
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lowing October, a second vegiment, of seven hundred and fifty
met, was ordered to be ised, and then Wanton was re-
moved from office.

Captam James Wallace, in command of {he British sloop
of war Rase, commanded the harbor of Newport for the fivst
two yeirs of the wars and inflicted great distress awpon its in-
habitants: and on the G6ith of " December, 1776, the Batish
army  under General Clinton took  possession of the town,

and retained 1t until November, 17740,

The battle of Rhode Islaind was tought in August, 1778,
In July of that vear, the Freneh fleet under Count  de
Fstaing, consisting of eleven sail of the lined and a0 large
number of transports, arvived at Newport, but this Heet re-
tived before the battle on the Tsland.

Just two vears later, July 1oth 17800 Admiral Count de
Rochambeau avvived with another fleefs consisting of forty-

four sail, and =ix thoasand troops.

Captain Wallaee retiined command of Newport harbor
up to April b 17060 when his foree was so annoved by
the contineatal troops under Colonel Richmond, that he went
to sei. He encountered Ndmival Hopkins oft” Block Tsland.
amed then returned to Newports bat was again driven off.
Four tlil}‘ﬁ Later the Cabot, one of ”n[iliillﬁ' Heet, arrived in
Newport with ten pieces of hoavy cannonga part of the arm-
ament whieh had bheen capturad at New-Providenee,  During
the skivmishing with Wallaceo two row gallevs from the town
took o brie and s sloopo which were prizes to the British
ship Scarborough, o Decembers 17000 a Targe British tleet
of transpurts entered the havbor o Newport with the view

of taking on board the army of General Burgoyne, and about
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- the 1st of January, 1778, the Bristol and several other Brit-
ish war vessels arrived, which created alarm and apprehen-
sion at Providence and throughout the State.

The Providence Gazette of January 10th, 1778, contains
an appeal which ekxhibited the condition of affairs then pre-
vailing in Newport. It reads thus, viz: “The charitable
and well-disposed persons in this and neighboring States are
requested to extend their donations to the poor and distress-
ed people who were lately inhabitants ot the Island of Rhode
Island, men and women bowed down with old age and infirm-
ities, helpless children, persons with large families, having
lately been driven from their onee peaceful habitations and
turned into the wide world, destitute of every means to sup-
port themselves, by the cruel and rapacious Britons and
their mercenaries, who have stripped-them of the small pit-
tance they were once possessed of, and have lett them to
depend entirely upon the charity of the good people.  Their
distresses loudly call upon the humanity ot those whose ¢r-
cunustances will admit to relieve the necessities of those who
are almost ready to perish.”

From this time until the town wuas evacnated by the
British. contributions were veeeived from States, towuns, par-

ishes, religious societies, comnpanies and individuals,

In the fall of 177T, (_ienuml_ Speuncer in command of
Rhode Island, proposed to make an effort to take Newport
from the enemy. The British commander received intelli-
gence of the intentions of General Spencer, and made
preparations to resist the proposed attack. He rused the
stream which enters laston’s Pond. by the construction
of dams, threw up a line of breastworks from Miantonomi
Hill across to the pond, and sent some sixty of the inhabi-
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tants of the town on board the prison ship Lord Sandwich®;

there was also & number of the inhabitants imprisoned in the
Newport jail.

General Clinton relinquished command of the British
force on the Island in January, 1777, to Eurl Percy. liarl
Perey retained the command until the 5th of the following
May, when General Prescott took the command, who was
afterwurds captured by Barton and his associates at the
“Qvering place.” |

In 1778, General Sullivan was ordered to colleet a force
to attack the British on Rhaode Island.

General Prescott. having been exchanged, arrived in
Newport, with the Thirty-cichth Regiment, two regiments
“of Anspatch”, Colonel Fuanning's new corps and a detach-
ment of artillery.

The French force under the Count de Estaing, arrived
on theeleventhday of July. Twoof the French ships enter-
ed the west passage and came aronnd the north end of
Conanicut. The others came in and anchored in the outer
harbor. The ¢nemy blew up the Kingfisher, 16 cuns, and
two galleysin the Fast River upon the approach of the two
French ships.  The Lark, 520 the Orpheus, 32, the Juno, 32,
and the Cerebus, 28, were run on shore and burnt. The
Graud Turk, a trausport of eleven hundred tons Lurthen,
was set on fire at hier moovings oft the Point; when her ca-
bles weve bumt off. she drifted up against Dennis's what,
where her hull was sunk.  Fitteen transports were sunk be-
tween what is now Fort Adawms and the Gull Roeks., The
Flora, 32, with the Falcon sloop of war, 18, and about thirty
uparmed vessels of various sizes were sunk in the inner har-

bor. ‘The Flora was finally raised and put afloat by the
6 .
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Americans, after the evacuation of the town by the British.
Sir Robert Pigot superseded General Prescott in the com-
mand of the British army before the battle of Rhode Island.

The French naval force would not co-operate with the.
army, and the battle of Rhode Island of August 28th and
20th, 1778, was lost to the Americans. In the following
November, there were twelve ships of the line and two frig-
ates in the harbor of Newport. On the 22nd of Dccember,
1778, occurred the snow-storm known as ‘the Hessian snow-
storm,”’ 1n which considerable numbers of the British force
were frozen to death. The British left the town, October
25th, 1779,

The Quaker field was their forage-yard. Their wood
yvard was on the north side of Church street, and General
Prescott’s head-quarters was the Bannister house on the
coriter of Spring and Pelham streets. In summer the Drit-
ish soldiers were quartered in tents, and in winter in the
houses in town. It is said that four hundred and eighty
buildings of various kinds were destroyed in Newport during
the war.

The freemen convened in town-meeting at the Friends’
meeting-house on the 3rd of November, 1770, for purpose of
re-organizing the town government. Town-meetings were
afterwards held in this meeting-house, and then in the Jew-
1sh synagogne.

The winter of 1779-80 was the most severe on record.
The people of Newport were then destitute of almost all of
the nccessaries of life. They took down George Rome's
house and store, and broke up Joseph Wanton, Jr.’s ship,
and distributed them as fuel among the poor. The story of
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“the hard winter” of 1780 is too distressing and too familiar
to be dwelt upon.

The public buildings of the town including State house,
jail and churches, had all been left in an untenantable con-
dition with the exception of Trinity chureh, and the pastor
of that church went off with the British army. “The Rev.
Gardner Thurston, a Baptist minister, was permitted to oc.
cupy this church for some years after the war.

The British carried off the records of the town, and these
were sunk in Hell Gate, and were so injured that the great-
er part was rendered worthless for any practical purpose.

On the morning of March 6th, 1781, General Washington
crossed Conanicut and landed on the Long Wharf in New-
port, to confer with the French officers then here, and to
induce them to co-operate in an expedition against the ene-
my in Virginia.

After the evacuation of Newport by the British, the peo-
ple of the town continued to fit out a few privateers. 'The
Rochambeau, 12, under the command of the celebrated Oliver
Read, was fitted out, and took several prizes.

At the close of the war, Johm Goodrich, who had been
an ardent Loyalist during the war, applied to Newport for
permission to settle here with his family, and proposed
to bring with him vwenty vessels to engage in commerce,
but considering the active part Goodrich had tuken in the
war, the people of the town by a large majority voted that
he should not settle in the town.

During the Revolution, there were in the Provincial
armies 251,959 men. Of these were furnished from New
England 118,350, more than half of the entire force; New-
port alone, it has been said, furnished 1000 men to the naval
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service of the colonies. Rhode Island furnished to the Con-
.tinental army 11,692 men out of a population of 50,000, I
have been told that at one time Rhode Island had ‘more
soldiers in the Revolutionary army than all of the States
south of Mason and Dixon’s line, and during the latter part
of the old French war and after the close of that war, Rhode
Island was called -upon and did, at a very great sacrifice,
actually furnish a very considerable force for the defence of
the northern frontier of the colony of New York. Upon
these services with others, the States of New England, under
the Constitution, assert their rights in the American Union.

In Newport,as elsewhere, there were Loyalists. Some of
them took an active part in favor of the crown; these left
the colony. Conspicuous‘ among them were the Romes,
Brentons, Halliburtons, Wantons and others. There was
another class whose sympathies were with the crown, and -

who, without being open, active enemies, declined to give
their adherence to the Revolutionary cause. When General
Heath took command of the Continental forces on the Island,
the town called upon all persons to subscribe to a test oath,
and those who refused tosubscribe, had theirnamestaken, and
the same constituted what was known as the ¢Black List,”
and was handed to General Heath, as being the names of
suspected persons who were to be dealt with in an emergency.
That list remains yet among the records of Newport, and
may be consulted by any one who has the curiosity to exam-
ine 1it. .

At the close of the Revolutionary war Newport presented
a sad spectacle. Hundreds of buildings had been destroyed,
the vessels and wharves had gone to decay together. The
Loyalists had gone into exile, and many of their estates had
been confiscated. Non-combatants, who early in the war had
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left their homes, had become domiciled elsewhere, the busi-
ness capital of the place had been exhausted, the war
had forced business into other channels and its men of affairs
had followed their trade to other localities. The forests and
groves of native trees had been cut down, the farm fences
had been wasted, farm stock had been consumed, and
farm tools had been worn out; schools broken up, churches
scattered, houses deserted, buildings out of repair and ruin
was stamped on everything whieh eight years before was
alive with prosperity and full of every promise that success
in its full tide would crown the efforts of an industrious, in-
telligent and enterprising people. Upon the return of peace
Newport had neither the men nor the means to restore or
replace the ravages which war had made.

At about the time of peace Dr. Ezra Stiles returned to
to wvisit the remmant which was left of his devoted
church. " He had accepted the Presidency of Yale col-
lege, and was in the enjoyment of great popularity in New
Haven. In his diary is an entry which states a fact. and
conveys an elogquent expression of his devotion to the home
from which he had been exiled.  “I judge,” says he, “that
-about 300 dwelling houses have been destroved in Newport.
The town is in ruins, but, with Nehemiah, T could prefer the
very dust of Zion to the gardens of Persia, and the broken
walls of Jerusalem to the palaces of Shushan.”

Brissot, the Girondist, while he was in exile from France
in 1788, visited Newport. He was not a friendly critic. but
draws a picture of what he saw, which we may study with
profit.  After speaking of Newport before the war, he adds :
“Since the peace everything is changed, the reign of solitude
is only interrupted by groups of idle men standing with
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folded arms at the corner of the streets, houses falling to
Tuin, miserable shops which present nothing but a few coarse
stuils, or baskets of apples, and other articles of little value;
grass growing in the public square in front of the court of
justice, rags stuffed in the windows. o ¥ *
Kiverything announces misery.” The unkind Frenchman,
after denouncing paper money and its consequences, adds:
“But in the midst of these disorders you hear nothing of
robberies, of murders, or of mendacity, for the poor do not
degrade themselves so as to abjure ideas of equity and shame.
* * * The Rhode Islander does not beg and he

does not steal.”

Newport was then an asylum for famine; the war had
destroyed if, and taken from its population the means of re-
building it. They had liberty, but nothing else. The
times were unpropitious. The Revolution was followed
soon by the quasi war with France, and the war between
England and France, involving the orders in council, the de-
crees of Berlin and Milan. Then came the embargo of 1808,
which was followed by the war of 1812. Thesc events
visited disaster upon the efforts made to revive the trade of

the place, drove commerce from the port, and labor from the
workshops, so that for fifty years after the Revolution there
was scarcely a new house built in the town.

At the close of the Revolution, America was grateful to
France for the aid it had given her in its contest with
England for national existence. The natural attractions ot
Newport, ana of the island of Rhode Island, had fascinated
the IFrenchmen, and France, as an evidence of American

gratitude, coveted the cession of this isiand, on the plea that
it would afford a suitable naval station for France, and that
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it would be impossible for the United States to defend the
1sland-against Great Britain, but fortunately for us, and for-
tunately for the American union, the advances of France in
this negotiation were resisted, and this island to-day remains
the garden of the Republic.

The experiences of mankind demonstrate that a circulat-
ing medinm without any intrinsic value and depending alone
for its conversion or redemption upon the public faith, that
when it becomes highly inconvenient for the public to re-
deem its pledge, the result is disastrous to both public
and private credit.

The first issue of paper money in Rhode Island was for
the purpose of enabling the colony in 1710, to fit out an ex-
pedition against Annapolis Roval.

Paper money was finally made a legal tender, by an act
of the General Assembly. The subject was one of active
party contests, and finally visited upon the colony diseredit
and pecuniary embarrassment.  The merchants and people of
Newport, with the exeeption of a few ambitious politicians,
were constant in their opposition to the paper money party.
The paper money party oppused the addption of the federal
constitution, which the people of Newport ardently promoted

At the September term of the Supreme Court, 1786, held
in Newport, occurred one of the most remarkable trials in
the judicial history of the State. It was the case of Trevett
vs. Weeden,  Weeden kept o market and Trevett had pur-
chased of him hutcher's meat, and had offered to pay for it
in paper money.  Weeden declined to aceept the tender, and
Trevett filed his information against Weeden to recover the
statutory penalty for his refusal.  Weeden defended the suit
on the ground of the unconstitutionality of the statute. The
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trial was exciting, party spirit ran high, the judges had been
elected by a paper money legislature, and at the next spring
election they were to be dependent upon the same body for a
re-election, yet the court kept its integrity and declared
the law to be unconstitutional. The General Assembly

brought the court before it to give reasons for its decision.
The members of the court told the Assembly that they were
responsible for their judgments only to God and their own
consciences.

In May, 1784, Newport was incorporated under a city
form of government. In 1787 the city had assumed
the defense of a suit of Nicholas Easton-vs. Giles San-
ford, for taking gravel from llaston’s beach. Easton pro-
cured the signatures of 106 persons to a petition to re-
peal the city charter, as a retalintory measure for inter-
fering in his law-suit, and though there were 400 remonstrants
against granting the prayer of the petition, Easton and his
party prevailed, for the majority of the people -of Newport -
were hostile to the paper money of that time, and were not
in favor with the party in power.  March 1st of this year Peter
Edes started the Newport Herald, based upon opposition to
paper money. ' -

In 1705, April 17th, the board of trade wrote tothe Govern-
or of the colony in reference to the African slave trade,
informing him of “the absolute necessity that a trade so ben-
efieial to the kingdom should be carried on to the greatest

?

advantage.” At that time the population of Newport was
2,203, and the entire population ot the colony was 7,181.

The trade of Newport then was with Jamaica, Nevis,
Barbadoes, St. Christopher’s, Mt. Sarratt and Bermuda, and
the Salt Islands, South and North Carvolina, Virginia and
Maryland, and the other colonies, Madeira, IYayal, Suiinam,

and Curacoa.
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After having been stimulated by the home government,
though but few slaves were brought into this colony, there
were persons in Newport who were engaged to a considerable
extent in the slave trade; Lut while this is true, it is equally
true that Newport had some of the earliest and most effective
cnemies of this traffic and of human slavery, who if not the
originators, werc the warm and carnest friends of African

colonization.

Newport has almost always sustained @ good classical
school. Frazer's school was thorough in its instruction, and
Rogers’ school was known the country over.  The object of
o school is to direet and train the mind of the young for
future usefulness, and if the suceess of a school is to be judged
by the success of the pupils who attend it, the old Rogers
school should be classed among the first institutions of its
kind then in the country. The new Rogers school now so
full of promise of future usefulness, if it rivals or equals the
fame of the school where the Channings, the Perrys, the
Allstons, Pickingses and Calhouns were trained, 1t will
amply repay the hounty of its benevolent founder, and will
lay the foundation for a new era in the history of the city.
Our system of cducation is supplemented by the Redwood
and the People’s libraries.  Of the former institution its his-
tory has been often written 5 of the latter I can only say its
benevolent founder and benefactor 1s yet among us, and the
time has not come to write its history.

Newport was subject to contlicting influences at the time
of the breaking out of the warof 1812, It had had a terri-
ble experience of the cffeets of war during the Revolution.
The orders in council, and the deerees of Berlin and Milan
had affected its commerce adversely. The impressment of

its seamen into a British service, and an attempt to hold
rr
i
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them even in its own port,® had incensed the old privateers-
men, and stirred the blood of younger seamen, and aroused
the resentment of all right minded men. The embargo of
Mr. Jefferson was a restraint upon their trade, inflicted by
their own countrymen, that seemed to effectually check their
efforts to regain something of their former prosperity. Then
there was a considerable class of men full of enterprise, ac-
customed to the dangers of the sea—men who had known and
been instructed by a race of seamen whose actual adventures
surpassed all the tales of fiction, who were anxious to go out
under the stars and stripes in defence of “free trade and sail-
or’s rights,” and to contest the right of the Red Cross of
England, unchallenged, to rule the seas. )

In the exigencies of that wuar it became apparent that
the force on the northern frontier was to be strengthened.
The British fleet on Lake Erie was officered and manned by
seamen who fought under Nelson at Trafalgar; and a force
was to be selected which was to finish vesselsbegun, and con-
struct other vessals to meet in deadly conflict the most chiv-
airous veterans of the British navy. In command of the
flotilla in Newport harbor, was one who was of a daring line ;
he had been trained in our schools, and was in command of
those he had known and who had known him from child-
hood. This force was ordered to Lake Erie. There they
cut down the forest, threw it upon the lake, and manning it,
went out upon that great inland sea to meet the conquerors
of the armada of France, and the result of the battle of
the 10th of September, 1813, was recorded in those memora-
ble words now familiar and to be immortal, “We have met
the enemy and they are ours.”

Yonder granite shaft marks the grave, but history has
embalmed for immnortality the memory of Perry and his
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Newport comrades, and the valor which conquered on Lake
Erie. '

After the treaty of peace of 1815, Newport had become
80 exhausted, that little effort was made to regain any-
thing of its former prosperity until subsequent to 1830,
when an attempt was made to revive the whaling business,
and to engage in manufucturing enterprises, and the natural
attractions of the place hegan to be better known and more

highly appreciated as a summer resort.

In the attempt to subvert the charter government by
force in 1842, Newport was strongly on the side of the gov-
ernment, and perhaps it is not too much to say, that had not
Newport thrown her influence so strongly in favor of the
covernment, the result of that contest in the State, upon
which the sucecess of popular government everywhere might
have been pivoted, possibly, would have been in doubt.

In the late Southern rebellion, Newport, true to her his-
tory, was earnest and prompt and faithful and contin-
ual in her support of thegovernment, but on an occasion like
this, it is hardly proper that I should attempt to open the
smouldering embers, or to remove the ashes trom the wasting
fire. The facts, however, exist, and the hisfory and honor
of the city is preserved.

During the last century, wonderful strides have been
made in the advancement of mechanical seience and indus-
trial art.  Watt and Fulton, Stephenson, Morse and Ark-
wright, have all lived and died within that period, but their
wonderful inventions survive to ameliorate the conditions of
human life and to contribute to the civilization and happiness
of the human race.

The grandest scene in the centennial exhibition now
open in Philadelphia; the most exalted personal achieve-
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ment, was on that opening day, of a Rhode Island mechanice
standing with his engines, the work of his own genius, which
were to furnish the power to operate the vast machinery
there to be put in motion, while a president and emperor
with hands upon the wheels awuaited the divection of Mr.
Corliss to start those mighty forces which were to move as
with life into action, the complicated mechanism before him,
and to put upon exhibition the condition of mechanical art
in ali the States of christendom. ‘T'hat scene was worthy
of being represented on canvass, to be placed upon the walls
of every workshop and hung up in every school room in the
land.

Every old house in Newport, every grave-yard, indeed
every field, almost every foot of ground, is associated with
some man or event worthy of being consecrated in history.
By yonder shore the devout Mary Dyer oftzn bowed in wor-
ship, and there moved by an inner consciousness to duty,
resolved to face opposition and proclaim the gospel of peace
in Boston to friends from whom she had been exiled. She
went and was persecuted there, and again and again re-
turned to her home here to receive another messagre from the
teachings of the spirit to go to the Puritan commonwealth
and there receive a martyr'se crown. Here, too, are the
graves of Clarke, Coddington, Sanford, Coggeshall, Bull,
Brenton, Easton, and their compatriots who preferred liberty
In exile among savages, to the intolerance and oppressions of
their former associates. There is where the Buptists of New-
port claim to have established the oldest church of their faith
in America. There, too, is old Trinity, where Berkeley
used to preach, near by where he wrote his “Alcephron”
and his “Course of Empire.” And yonder is the Old Stone
Mill, the enigma to antiquarians. Here, too, was once the
home of DeCourcy,® Sir Charles Wager,® and Arthur
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Brown, Dr. Waterhouse,® Sir Brenton Halliburton, Admiral
Sir Jahleel Brenton, anw his brother, Edward Pelham Bren-
ton, the philanthropists and the historians of the British
navy. Here, too, lived that rude, daring character, known
in history as James Murray, otherwise Lillibridge,® who
towards the closeof the last century acted so conspicuous
a part in the events which transpired in Hindoostan.

Here, too,in the house, now the Children's Home, was
born William Ellery Channing,® whose philosophy in religion
was thewrefrain of the harsh theology of the Puritans, and
which was to reaet upon the teachings of the Puritans until
there is danger that the seed which they sowed to the wind
may yet be gathered in the whirlwind. We, too, have the
Re:dwood Library, the headguarters of Washington, Rocham-
beau, Lataycette and Prescott. the house of Perry and the
place where the Decatur® family lived ; but the mind wearles
of these details.

Washington wrote of the excellence of our climate ;
Volney, the infidel Frenehman, admired its salubrity 3 Chas-
telleanx i his enthusiasm desived to be buried in our soil,
that the roar of our ocean might perpetually sing a requiem
over hits grave.  Count de Sevar and Lausanne and St. John,
were enchanted with the revolutionary society of Newport,
a8 was Blanchard and DuxPonts s and our lovely Island Home
dearer, a thousand {imes dearer to those of us who stand
here among ancestral graves than to others, annually receives
a tribite toits attractions from thousands of the opulent and
refined made up of these from every Christian land.
Chanmng thunked God that this beauntiful istand was the
place ot his birth. I thank Gud that the ancestors of my
children stood by the eradle of the Rhode Island colony,
assisted in purturing it into a hardy manhood, and that this

ancient municipality holds their ashes entombed in its bosom.
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To-day our nation begins a new era in its history, with
ampler means at its control to surpass in the future all of the
achievements of the past, for we have vast fields of our
country. yet unsubdued and uncultivated. The commerce of
the world is open to our enterprises, and we are at full lib-
ertjr to gather the harvest from our industry in every land ;
free education is within the reach of all, and there is a pulpit
in every neighborhood from which all are instructed in their
duties to man and to God.

True, there are immoralities and corruptions practiced
over theland. Butsoit hasbeensince ourfirst parents parted
in sorrow from the Eden of their rest; virtue has since then
been warring with vice, and men have been gathering and
consuming that for which they have not toiled. But in noage
of the world has the popular conscience been quicker to de-
tect or resent crime or wrong than in that age in which a
benevolent Providence has cast our fortunes.

One hundred years of our national existence is completed
to-day. Three millions of people have been increased to
forty-five millions; thirteen colonies have become thirty-cight
sovereign and independent States. At the beginning of the
century the colonies, in poverty and distress, were engaged
in a war for existence. They were contending with the
most powerful empire on carth. Now we are at peace and in
the enjoyment of a larger measure of liberty, of prosperity,
and happiness than is vouchsafed to any other people on
earth. The ballot is the moter which keepsin operation the
whole machinery of our government; the intelligence, integ-
rity, industry and enterprise of our population is the bul-
wark which the Republic has reared in defence of its insti-
tutions of government. Qur nation’s flag is respected on
every sea, and our country is the hope of the oppressed of
every land. True, slavery revolted against the government
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and struck the country, but the blow recoiled and slavery

was killed. Now let us heal the wound that war has made,
stretch out our arms to bridge the chasm, and strike hands
with our repentant, offending brothers; bind them anew
in the bonds of union, and engage them in the divine mis-
sion of perpetuating our republie, and of realizing the grand
idea of the Declaration of Independence, that all men ave
free and equal ;3 we with them will enlighten the ignorant,
encourage the weak, elevate the down trodden, stimulate the
enterprise of all, and embark our country upon the new cen-
tury in its high and holy mission of raising man everywhere
to a higher and better condition, nearer, and yet nearer
fitted for the Paradise of celestial rest.

The prosperity and grmx:th of every place depends upon
the industry, energy, enterprise, intelligence, economy and
integrity of the people who iuhabit it. What Newport
néeds in entering upon another century is men—men in-
spired by a wenius that will evoke and utilize all of the
forces of our population to develop the best results to them-
selves and to the city of which these forees are capable.
We should never be unmindful that there is a usetul field of
employment epen to every man and woman in the land; no
person of @ sound body and a sound mind has the moral right
to live like the sloth, and without exertion, to live only
to eat, drink. sleep and die. It all of the resources of our
people could be ealled out and economized in promoting the
growth of the city, the city would not only surpass all of
its ancient achievements, but would outstrip in its growth
and advancement all of its contemporaries.

Our shores are accessible to the commerce of every land,
every industrial art is within our grasp, capital 1s the saving
of labor, and Iabor is open to all, so that capital 1s within the
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reach of all. The unemployed and wasted forces, including
the wastes incident to useless and vicious habits, and of over-
stocked trades, if skillfully directed and economically em-
ployed, would in o few years build a city.

A word in reference to the day we celebrate. Thisis the
nation’s Sabbath—the day in our calendar consecrated by
the grandest declaration of human richts recorded in the his-
tory of the human race. Half a century from the day when
this declaration was promulgated, Adams and Jefferson, its

framers and defenders, died. Six yearslater, James Monroe,
who had held the highest office in the ¢ift of the people, died
on the anniversary of the nation’s birthday. In the late civil
war the rebel hosts were turned back from Gettysburg, and
the rebel fortress at Vicksburg surrendered on the +th of
July, and then the fortunes of the rebellion began to ebb,
and by these deeds this day was again consecrated to obser-.
vance. Were these coincidences in time of the happening of
events the results of chance? Is there not something in
them to stimulate in us the inquiry whether they were
not designed by a superintending Providence to induce us to
perform our duty, and arouse in us a sense of responsibility
to our country?

All that we have of protection of persons and property
we hold from the State. The State can demand for its de-
fence to the last penny of our fortunes, and then take .our
persons to fight its battles. I have said enough to-day to ve-
call to your minds the sufterings, the trials, and the sacrifices
which have been made for the blessings which we enjoy. 1
would to God that I had the power to infuse into the mind
of every freeman in the land a true sense of the responsibil
ity upon us all to preserve for ourselves and posterity in
their utmost purity, the institutions of government which
have come down to us.
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Toward the close of the sixtéenth and in the beginning of
the sevehteenth century, Newport had become a place of
considerable commercial importance. It was at this time
that ship captains, who sailed out of Newport, were among
the more important personages in the colony, and used to
wear cocked hats, “kneed-breeches,” and ruffied shirts. At
that period, Capt. John Hull' was conspicuous among these
captaias. He had taken on board his ship an apprentice boy
by the name of Charles Wager. This boy remained with
Captain Hull until he beeame Hull's chief mate. The good
captain was a Quaker, and a good story 1s told of Hull and
his proteye which illustrates the tnals to which Friends have
at some times been subjected, and how unexpected a change
took place in the fortunes of young Wager. Hull’s ship
had left England, and with a leading breeze was pressing for
her American home, when one of those French corsairs, not
unfrequently encountered at that time, half privateerand half
pirate, bore up across Hull's track and backed topsails to
await the approach of the Quaker craft. The latter was
full manned, as well as was his would-be adversary. The
situation was at once taken in by all on board. But what
was to be done? The good captain had to stand by the tes-
timonies of his faith.  Young Wager answered this question.
He told the captain that he had better go below. The cap-
tain took this advice and left the mate in command. The
mate spread every inch of canvass he could open to the
brecze, and dirveeted the good ship, as he supposed, for the
broadside of his adversary. But the captain, though he had
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retired from the command and had withdrawn from duty,
continued to see what was passing, and was heard by the
mate to say: *“Charles, if thee is determined to run that ves-
sel down, thee had. better luff a little.” Charles took his
captain’s advice, and in a moment more Captain Hull's
staunch ship crushed in the side of the corsair. Then came
une of those terrible hand to hand sea fights that distin-
guished that time. The contest was for the pnssession of
Hull'’s ship, for the other was disabled, and the contest was
for life and death. Men were cut to pieces or were thrown
into the sea, or were otherwise dispatched as quickly as pos-
sible. Of this struggle the good Quaker was an active ob-
server. He noticed that a rope loosely hanging overboard
was suddenly drawn taut; his guick eye divined the cause.
He caught his hatchet, and in an instant was in the waist of
his ship by the rail. A stalwart foe was using the rope to
board the Quaker vessel ; a well aimed blow of the hatchet
parted the line, and the Quaker captain calmly remarked,
“friend, if thee wants that line thee can have it.” The mate
saved the ship; she went on her voyage. and the story of
the gallant conduct of the mate eventually reached the Brit-
ish Admiralty, into whose service he was taken. This gal.-
lant officer finally became Sir Charles Wager, first lord of the
British Admiralty. Upon a bill promoted by him in the
British parliament in 1740, to promote the efficiency of the
British navy, Mr. Pitt, afterwards Earl of Chatham, made
one of his most effective speeches.

The name of Wager, preserved in some of our Narragan-
sett and Conanicut families descended from Capt. John Hulli,
is derived from the apprentice of their ancestor.

In my childhood I attended school, kept in a house in
which a descendant of Captain John Hull resided ; an elderly
gentleman and his wife made up the family ; they were poor
then, but had seen better days. The engraved likeness of
Sir Charles Wager, highly prized and well cared for by its
possessor, hung upon the wallabove the fireplace, and though
more than forty-five years have elapsed since I saw if, I re-
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“member how it looked, and the interest with which old Mr.

Robert Hull told the story of the life of the apprentice to
his ancestor.

Sir Charles Wager was born Octobier 26, 1666. June
Tth, 1692, was appointed captain of the Razee, fire ship, and
from her he was soon removed to the Samuel and Henry, 44.
In 1696 he had command of the Woolwich, a 54, employed
in the channel fleet. Soon after the accession of Queen
Ann, he took command of the Hampton-Court, of 70 guns.
and was with Lake at the taking of Majorca. Upon his re-
turn from the Mediterranean. he was dispatched in 1707 with
a squadron ot nine ships of the line to the West Indies, hav-
ing under his convoy a valuable fleet of merchantmen. Here
he received information that the Freneh Admiral Du Casse
had put to sea for the purpose of protecting some Spanish
galleons. On the 28th of May, 1708, he descried the ene-
my’s fleet, comprised of 17 suil, galleons and ships of war,
standing towards Carthagena ;5 he took the largest two of the
enemy’s ships.  He shortly afterwards, by a vessel from Eng-
land, received a commission as rear admiral of the blue, and
on the 2d of December, 1703, was made rear admiral of the
white. e remained in the West Indies until 1709, where
his tleet succeeded in capturing many prizes. On his return
to England he was made rear admirval of the red, and on the
8th of December, of that vear. he received the order of
Knighthood. After the accession of George 1. he was ap-
pointed commander-in-chiet in the Mediterranean, and at
about the same time comptroller in the navy, and on the
10th of June, 1716, he was made viee admiral of the blue,
and on the first of the ensuing February, was made vice ad-
miral of the white, and on the 16th of Mareh, vice admiral
of the red, and ian 1718 was appointed lord of the admiralty,
when he resigned the comptrollership of the navy, He per-
formed many uactive serviees at sea, and in June, 1731, was
made admiral of the blue, when he took command of a large
armament, and was charged with the duty of executing the
treaty of Venice. [laving performed this duty he returned
to England.
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June 21st, 1783, Sir Charles Wager was made first lord
of the admiralty ; in the January following he was made ad-
miral of the white, and on the 19th of March, 1741, resigned
his place at the admiralty board. He was then appointed
treasurer of the navy, which place he held up to the time of
his death, May 24th, 1743. He was buried in Westminster
Abbey, where a splendid monument was erected to his
memory.

Tristam Hull was an inhabitant, and liable to bear arms
in the tewn of Yarmouth, in Plymouth colony, in 1643, and
purchased from the Indians a tract of land for the town of
Barnstable, July 19th, 1644. Hull was a master mariner.
In 1657, an old man in Boston by the name of Nicholas Up-
sall, who was & member of the Boston church, had disap-
proved of the treatment of the theu recently arrived Qua-
kers; indeed, Upsall was counted a Quaker, for on the 14th
of the previous October, he had been found guilty of this
heresy, and had been sentenced to afine of £20 and to ban-
ishment. Captain Hull being in Boston, took Upsall with
him to Sandwich. Plymouth colony not being any more
reconciled to the Quaker than Massachusetts, sentenced
Upsall “to be carried out of the government by Tristram
Hull, who had brought him.”

Tristram Hull had two sons-——Joseph, born in June, 1652,
John, born in March? 1664. These sons were both Quakers,
and both came te and settled in Rhode Island.  Joseph set-
tled in Kingstown. He had a son Tristram who married
Elizabeth Dyer, a grand-daughter of Mary Dyer, who was
executed in Boston. John Hull married Alice Teddeman in
1684, and settled at Newport in 1687, out of which port he
sailed for many years, and finally, he purchased and went to
live upon a farm in the north part of Jamestown, where he
died.

After Captain Hull refired to his farm, a British flect,
probably upon its return from a West India expedition, vis-
ited the harbor of Newport. Captain Hull, upon this occa-
sion, called at the coffec house to pay his respects to his
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former protege. He met a licutenant, and in the vocabulary
of the captain’s secect, he asked the lieutenant, “where is
Charles ?”  This manner of speech the junior officer regarded
as an insult to his admiral. The admiral being at once ap-
prised of the affair, stepped out and rebuked s subordinate
by saying to him, “Captain Hull is my honored master.”

Several letters recognizing the relations which existed
between Sir Charles Wager and Captain Hull, are yet
extant.

Admiral Goodson, said to have been the grandfather of
Sir Charles Wager, was an officer of the British navy in the
time of the commonwealth, but for having expressed some
opinion in favor of the restoration of the Stuarts to the
throne, was retived from office. At the restoration of Charles
I1, he was overlooked, and he finally came to America. His
descendants intermarried with some of the first families in
Newport. There is & tradition that he was buried in the
Hull burying ground at the north ¢nd of Conanicut.

Admiral Goodson commanded the rear admiral’s squad-
ron of eleven ships, in the great naval battle with the
Dutch, fought on the 2d and 3d of June, 1663, in which the
Duteh were defeated, and whieh virtually ended that war.
The next year, 1654, Admniral Goodson commanded the
flecet under Penn, at the conquest of Jamaica. When they
returned to England. Penn was thrown into the Tower of
London, and Goodson was rewarded by the Council of State
with a large gratuity. On the death of Cromwell in 1659,
Admiral Goodson and his son-in-law, the father of Sir Charles
Wager, “dreading a renewal of civil bloodshed,” implored
Monk to listen to terims of accommodation with the com-
mittee of safety. composed of army officers. This accom-
modation vesulted in the restoration of the Stuarts, and the
retirvement of Goodson.  Wager, his son-in-law, remained in
the navy, and died in 1665, Goodson was superseded, it is
said, on account of “conformity.”

The Wagers were connected with, or allied to, the family
of Sir Thomas Teddeman, into which family captain John

”
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Hull married. It would be interesting to know if Charles
Wager, the orphan grandson of Admiral Goodson, was
brought to Newport by Admiral Goodson, or through the in-
fluence of the Teddemans he was put an apprentice to
Captain Hull, in England. One account says that Wager
came to Newport when an infant, and another account says
that he came when a youth. It i3 quite certain that the
character of this remarkable man was moulded and formed
in Newport.

In 1775, a party from the British fleet, under command of
Captain Wallace, went to Conanicut, killed one John Mar-
tin, and burned several dwelling houses, among which was
the dwelling of Wager Hull, which contained most of the
“old papers” belonging to the Tfull family. Had these
papers been preserved, no doubt hut that they would have
reflected licht upon the lives of Admiral Goodson and Sir

Charles Wager.



JAMES LILLIBRIDGE.

This extraordinary person is said to have been born in
IExeter, Rhode Island, about the year 1765, but no men-
tion of his birth appears upon the records of Exeter, or of
his mother having resided in that town., They resided in
Newpott before 1774, e was the natural child of a Miss
Mowrey. He was known by the name of his reputed father
James Lillibridge.

He lived on the Long Whart in Newport, with his mother
and sisters, in the house now known as ‘“the Bohanna
house.” It is said that his mother and sisters were disrepu-
table persons,and that in conscquence of a family quarrel, he
left home and went to sea. Lillibridge changed his sur-
name to that of Murray, and was afterwards known as James
Murray. He was bound as an apprenticeto some mechanical
trade before going to sea. After following the seas for a
time he arrived at Tranquebar, on the coast of Coromandel,
about 1790, and sometime in that year, having heard that cer-
tain IFrenchmen, who had entered the service of the Indian
princes, had arisen rapidly in rank and fortune, he deter-
mined to hazard the evasion of the vigilance of the British
officers, and to take service under some one of the Mahratta
chiefs. He reached the provinece and entered the service of
Holkar, one of the most formidable of these chiefs. Instead
of uniting against the common enemy, these petty sovereigns
for a half century had been engaged in an intestine warfare.
In the hazardous enterprises of these inglorious wars, Mur-
ray “became conspicuous for his invineible courage and un-
daunted presence of mind, as well as for his personal prow-

9
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ess.” He remained in the Mahratta service for fifteen years,
during which he was actively engaged in every species of
peril and hardship known to that ter.tble warfare, from Cape
Cormorin to the borders of Persia.

An act of humanity finally brought him to the notice of
the British government in India, and alienated him from the
prince whom he had so faithfully served. A number of
British officers had been taken prisoners, by him, to Hol-
kar, and by Holkar had been ordered to be instantly
put to the sword. At .the imminent risk of his own
life, Murray interposed to save the lives of these
officers. This act relaxed his hold upon Holkar, and dis-
gusted Murray with the service of his barbarous master; so
Murray contrived to get possession of a considerable district
of country which he subjected to his own government. So
desperate was his fortune at one time, that his whole force
was reduced to eight badly armed men, but from this depres-
sion he finally succeeded in firmly establishing himself in his
new sovereignty. When the war broke out between the
British government and Scindia, in which Holkar embraced
the cause of the latter, Murray surrendered his sovereignty
and proclaimed the supremacy of the British government in
his principality, and at the head of seven thousand native
cavalry he entered the service of the British government under
Lord Lake. It is said that the British general received him
with the greatest resject, and that the fullest confidence was
reposed in him. He retained the independent command
which he brought to the British service, and was actively em-
ployed in the most daringand dangerous enterprises of that
terrible war.

At the siege of Bhuntpore, where the British army lost
nearly ten thousand men in four successive attempts to storm
the place, Murray was in continual action, and earned the
title of being “the best partisan officer in India.” At this
time Holkar was in command of an immense body of Indian
cavalry on the flank of the English army, and Murray had
the opportunity of meeting his old chieftain where they could
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settle their old quarrel, an opportunity of which it is but fair
to suppose was fully availed of by fhe partisan warrior.
Murray had acquired a large fortune, and at the conclu-
sion of the war his rank was reduced and he was retired
from the army on half pay. Upon this heing done he deter-

mined to return to his native country and *live a life of
luxury and tranquility.”

The officers of the army to whose country he had ren-
dered such distinguished services while the war was going
on, treated him with the greatest consideration, but upon the
restoration of peace they treated him with comparative in-
difference ; this, no doubt, assisted him to form his resolution
to return to his own country. Ile remitted his funds to Cal-.
cutta, and shortly after repaired thither, determined to take
passage from thence to the United States.  This wasin 1806.
He was then yet in the prime of life, and might well hope for
distinction in his own country.

A few days hefore the time fixed for his embarkation he
gave a splendid entertiinment to his acquaintances in Cal-
cutta. After dinner. when elated with wine, he undertook
the entertainment of his guests by riding his Arabian charger,
which had carricd him inthe war, over the dining table. The
horse’s foot hecame entangled in the carpet, and threw his
rider. Murray received internal injuries, which induced
mortification, and he died In a few days. He was said to
have been the best horseman in India. and unrivallied in the
use of the broad sword. e is described as having been in
ordinary life, a mild and amiable man, but when aroused into
anger he became ferocious and ungovernable. He was of
middling height, pleasing expression of countenance, and
had great hodily strength and agility. He is said to have
heen attacked upon one occasion by seven Mahratta horse-
men, of whom he killed three, and then eftected his escape
from the other four. “Many were his wild and romantic
advertures, and hair breadth escapes, but their history is but
imperfectly known, for he was modest and not given to boast-
ing of his own exploits.  Thoughhe had been from his home
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since his boyhood, he retained a wonderful attachment for
his native country, and he sometimes loaned considerable
sums of money to persons upon no other assurance than that
they were Americans.” - After his death a portion of his for-
tune, some $20,000 it 1s said, was transmitted to his mother
and sisters at Newport, upon the receipt of which they
changed their residence, and became candidates for respec-
tability, but they afterwards returned to Newport.

Such isa brief outline of a man who, without the ad van-
tages of an education, went out into the world in search of -
adventures and to seek his fortune. He¢ fought nabobs,
rajahs, natives of the country, and British soldiers on the
opposite side of the globe. The history of India for twenty
years is the record of his achievements and of his wonderful
daring. Henot only fought Scindia, but the forces of the
nabobs of Arcot, of Oudre and Surat, and under the direc-
tion of Major General Arthur Wellesly, afterwards Duke of
Wellington, and Lord Lake, he took Indore and Malwa, and
with equal valor he fought on the plains, in the mountain
passes, and among the jungles of Hindoostan, either under
the cross of St. George, or in defence of the claims of some
native master. The most marked tribute of his power in the
field is the inference to be drawn from an article in the treaty
finally entered into between the governor general of India
and Scindia, that the latter should never thereafter take an

American into his service or permit one to enter his domin-
ions
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APPENDIX.

(n.) The first settlers of Newport found the present site of the city a thickly
wooded swamp, It i< said that tall forest trees were then growing from the bot-
tom to the summit of the hill. That these were first cut away, until they came
down to low, marshy ground, made hapenctrable by a dense underbrush, Nich-
olins Easton, Willhn Brenton, and Thomas Hazard are safd to have contracted
with thvee Indians {o elear up the underbrush for a coat : the large brass but-
tons on which were taken ofl, strunge together, and were then used as a necklace
or oruament by otte of the Indinns.  The Indians fired the underbrush, and that
cleared the low Lund on the margin of the harbor. Much sand and gravel, itis
wided, was filled In upon the low ground. My, Jatfrey, William Dyer, and John
Ciavkoe were the eommittee of the ]H‘n]lriutnm 1O ]n_\r mtt the town lots, Thames
street was first liid out one mile in length. The tirst lots were Inid off on the
north stde ot what is now Washington Square. To the luts on the east side of
Thames street was ssigneld the spaiee opposite on thie west between the street
and the water. The first hading place was at a point of land then projecting
into the water north of the present site of the Long Wharf, At the time of the
firstsettling of Newport, Brenton®s Neck and Gont (sland are sald to hiave been
covered with large forest trees,

The persons who signed the original compaet for settling Newport, were Wil-
Ham Codilington. Nicholas Laston, John Cogpeshall, William Brenton, John
Clarke, Jeremiah Clarke, Thomas Hazard and Willkun Dyer,

The following persons were adwltted Inhabitants soon after, probably in
1639, viz:

samuel Hutehinson, Richard Awards, Edward Wileox, John Briggs, William
Writhington, Samnel Gorton, John Wickes, Ralph Earle, William Cowlie, Jef-
frey Champlin, Richant Barle, Thomas Spicer, Robert PPotter, Nathauniel Potter,
Willlam Needham, Sampzon Shatton, Mdam Mott, John Mott, Robert Jeffreys,
Thomas L, Jnes Taves John Roome, Robert Gilham, Mathew Sutherland,
Willimn Baker. Anthony Paines Willinm Richardson, Thomas Clarke, John
Johinson, Willinm Hall, George Gardiner, George 'arker, Erasmas Bitllock,
George Cleet, Nieholas Browne, Richard l!nrtlun. Richard Maxon, John Sloff,
Thomas Beeder. John Tripp. Osmond Doutely, John Marshall, Robert Stanton,
Joseph Clarke, Rolert Carre, George Layton  Jolim Arnold, Willlam Havens,
Thomas Layton, Edward oele, Nicholas Davis, John Moore, George Potter,

William Quick.
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ANN HUTCHINBON,

(1.) Ann Hutehinson removed to East Chester, in the Euluuy of New York,
whore after much opposition from the Indians she sicceeded tn building o frome
house, But she had not dwelt there long when the hultans had a quarrel with
some Dutch people that dwelt near her, but the dint of the rage of the Indians
fell upon this gentlewoman whom they slew, with all of her famity, to the nume-
Ler of sixteen, (ombracing one ormore of the children of Johin Sanford, of Ports-
mouth,) and left but one little girl, 8 velative of the famlly,. whom the Indinus
carrcied into eaptivity., She was afterwards redecemed and warrled o mnn by the
name of Cole, in North Ringstown, where she lived to nconstderable age, See
Niles® French and Indian Wars, p. 201, Savage Gen, Die, v, 4, T John Sanford,

WILLIAM HUTCHINSON,

20 Willlam Hutehingon died in I'ortsinouth in 1642, aged 56 vears.  He was the
husband of the ecelebrated Ann Hutehinson,  Edward Hutehineesn and Edward
Hutchinson, Jr,, retaened to Massachnsetts and the tter was Kitled at Brook-
fleld, In Philip’s war, in 1676 Edward was the ancestor of the eelebrated tory
Governor Hutcehinson, Goveenor Hutehinson and lleatenant Govertor Oliver
married two daughters of Willimn Sanford of Newport, ‘The Hutehinson farm in
Jamestown. with the farm owned by the late Andrew Robeson in Tiverton, and

other Hutehinson tands, were confiseated,

!
WILLIAM ASPINWALL.

(3.) Willlam Aspinwall, after going to New Haven, retinned to Massachuselts
and wag there o elerk of the court. He died In Roston. He was one of the ear-
liest members of the Boston ehureh and one of fts denecons,

WILLIAM DY LER.

(4.) Willlum Dyer, one of the tirst settlery, wax the hasband of Mary Dyer,
who was hung on Boston Conmnon, e was the leader of the anti-Coddington
party, and went to England at his own expense to afd in procuring the revoeation
of Coddington’s caonymndssion ax judge for Life, and retirned the bearer of a letter
fromn the Cotnedl of State, revoking the commission,  He was Attorney General of
the Colony in 1650, aml was the first person who fitled that oftlee,  He had as-
signed to hhw o tract of and sadjoining the harbor hetween Coddfugton’s Point
and Baston’s Point. e died in Newport aned Jeft descendants,

JOHHN SANFORD,

(6.) John Sanford was s member of the Boston eburch fn 1631, was admitted a
frecmaan April J3d, 1632, and the same year was appointed Catinoneer at the
port. Ho haad a sonJohn who wiw baptized Juane 24th, 1832 5 Sanuel, June 224,
1634, In Decomber, 1817, he wasdisarmed as asupporterof Wheelwright and eame
toand was one of the founder<of the Colony at Rhode Island, He restded at Ports-
mouth and was stiecessively ‘T reasurer, Seeretary, Asslstant and President of the
Colony. He had two sons, Johu amd Samiel, and several daughters. One or
more of his children were with Mes, Hutehinson, and were taken by the Indinans
when they killed her, HIs son Jdobin married April 15th, 1683, Mary, the daugh-
ter of Samuel Gorton, and whitow of Peter Greene, They bl oodanghteor Eliphal
Feb, 20, 1666 ; Johin, June 18th, 1650, aned Samuel, Ocet, Hth, 1677 By a previous mar-
riage with Elizabeth Spatehurst he bad three daughters, . Samuel, son of the first
John, came to PPortsiouth and marvied Sarah Waddell tn October, 1662, Thoy
alro had a sonJohn.

SAMUFRL WILBOUR,

(#.) Samuel Wilbour marrieid the daughter of John vortor, and afterwards
went to Little Compton and died there, e was the ancestor 9f the Wilbour fam-

iy in that town.,
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THOMAB BAVAGX,

(1) Thomas Savage, the son-in-law of Ann Huichimon, returned to Bosion,
as did William Baulston, (10,

RICHARD CARDER.

t8,) Richard Carder removed to Warwlek, but fled from there to Newport
for protection from the Indians during Philip’s war. He dled in Newport in 1676,
but his famlly returiied to Warwiek.

JONRN POJTER AND RICHARD HOLDEN,

(% Juhn Porter and Randall Holden (18) also removed to Warwick und died
thiere,

WILLIAM FREEBORN.

{11 William FreebLorn, one of the (est settlers, died at Portsinouth, June 34,
10T, aged elghity years, He was the founder of <the Freeborn family” on the
Islnnd of Rhasde lsland,

BENRY RULL.

20 Henry Bull wins one of the first settlers of Newport. He was n native of
Wiales, il was the tirst sergeant of the colony, e was one of the assistants,
a deputy frour Newport, amd Governorof the coluony,  He built the stone house
which s vet standing an the enst side of Spilng <treet, and owned o considerable
trivet of Lamd in thut neighiborhood, some of whieh remaing in the hands ofs hin
HUneal deseendants, He was the last sarvivor of thie orlginal colonists and died
Fob, Shl, 19k at the age of s§yvears,  He wis biried in the Codillngton burving.
o,

JUHN WALRKER,

v Johies Wadher was admitted a freeman of Massuachiusetts, May 14th, 1634,
He hud Y- v membeer of the churel at Roxbary, bit, says Ravage, he removed
to Bostorn, o ] a wider ssaanpathy for hils heresy, where he was dicarmed with
the major part of his feilovanashippers, in November, Q37 @ and soon after he
relnoved to Rbode Taland, e joined the Newport colony, Mareh (2th, 1740, and
his name Bt appears on the toll of freemen for Newport, Mareh i6th, 1641,

Willlat Brenton, Nieholas BEaston and Rlehard Carder svere not amony the
tirst comers at Portsmouth, but the two formerswith Jeremdah Clarke and Thomas
Hazard, stgned the compiet tosetitle Newport,

JOHN CLARRE,

(14 Johu Clarke is <add to have been a native of Bedfordshive, England, He
wits i phivsictan ate] pricetived o London before he eame to Ameriea, e settled
in Boston and there privctiead his profession, protested agalnst the censure of
Wheelwrizght, swas disarmed, atndeame to Riaode Island, and was one of the found-
ers there.  Die Clarhe was o manof learning, mud after he came to Newport con-
dueted pubtie worship before Mre. Lenthall eame, bat after the arrival of Lenthall
hesenthalboftiebnted as preacherat Newport while e vemained here. D, was
the frst cdueated phvajelan who priacttecd tn Rhode Ishand. o 16483 or 44 he, with
others, formed a scharelr apon the falth and order of the Baptists, Iun which he
preached, nnd at the stoue thine he pricetieced as a physteian, He continued to Le
pistorof the elinreh until he was sent to Englinud as the agent of 65 persons from
Nowport, amd i persons from Portsmonth, to proeure the revoeation of Conlding-
ton's commission. e became The agent of the colony, and remained abrosd
twelva vears,  Upon his petition the charter of 1663 was granted.  As much of the
petitton of Dir, Clarke s ineorporated into the charter, {6 may be inferred that
he prepared that docinent which will always stand a monument to his liberal-
ity, ability and address,  While abroadin the service of the colony, he was under
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the necessity of laboring there for his own support, and expended much of his
private fortune in promoting the interest of the colony. He was reduced to the
necessity of mortgaging his house and lot in Newport to Richard Dean of Lon-
don, for £140 sterling. In September, 1666, the colony assumed the payment
of this mortgage, and probably paid it about 1672, the intervening time being
employed in endeavoring to rajse the money with which to discharge the mort-
gage. Thetown of Warwick behaved with great illiberality In this matter. Dr.
Clarke returncd to Nowport in 1664, and was Immediately elected a deputy from
Newport. In 1669 he was clected Deputy Governor., He was appointed to go to
Engiand again in 1671, in reference to the boundary between Rhode Island and
Lonnecticut. He died in 1676 in Newport, aged 66 years, and was buried in his
own lot on the west slde of Tanner stxeet. By his will he left his estate consist-
ing of #the Charity farms' in Middletown, for the support of the poor, and for
bringing up children to learnirg., He was thrice married, but died without.
issue,

JOHN COGGESHALL.

(15.) John Coggeshall was often clected to the General Court of Massachu-
setts, from which he was expelled. He was one ‘of the first settlers of Newport.
He had assigned to him a large tract of land bordering on the sea, cast of what
Is now known as Almy’s Pond. He was a man of goodd abitities, He died in
1647 at the age of 66, and was buried In “the Coggeshall burying ground,’” on the
westslde of Coggeshall Avenue. He left numerous descendants,

PHILIDI SHERMAN.

(16.) Philip Sherman remiained at Portsmouth, where he dled In 1676, He was
recorder of tlie volony, and his descendants remaining in Rhode Isiand are more
numerous than of auny other of “the first comers.”

WILLIAM CODDINGTON.

(17.) Wlilliam Coddington was appointed one of the sssistants in the Massa-
chusetts colony before he emigrated tothiscountry. He came from Lincolnshire.
He was a fellow passencer from England with Governor John Winthrop, on
board of the Arabella, They arrived at Salem, June 12th, 1630, 1le was several
times chiosen an assistant In Massachusetts, it was left out of the maglstracy
upon the defeat of Governor Vane in 1637. But the freemenof Boston ehose him
and Vane the next day to be deputies to their General Court, Coddington ¢x-
pressed his displeasure in losing his office by sitting with the deacons at public
worship, Instead of with the magistrates, and on a fast day lhie went to Mount
Wollaston to hear Mr. Wheelwright, In opposition to Gov, Winthrop he de-
fended Mrs, Hutehinson in her trial, and opposed the procecdings of the court
against Wheelwright, His exertions were unavailing, and he relinqguished a
prosperous business as a merehant in Boston, and his large property and im-
provements in Braintree, and removed to Rhode I1sland, April 6th, 1638, He went
to Englamd in 1651, and procured & commission as Governor for life. He died In
Noewport In 1678, aged 78 years, s grandson was Governor of the Rhode Island
colony In 1R, GovernorCoddington’s estate in Newport was hounded by Thames,
Marlvorough, Farewell and North Baptististreets, His house stoud where the
house of Samuel Sterne now stands, on the north side of Muarlborough street, op-
posite uke street,

NCHOLAS EASTON.

(19.) Nicholas Easton was by trade o tanner. He eame from Wales, and ar-
rived in New England May 14th 1GH and wentto Ipswich, Wasin Nowbury 1n 1635
with his wifemul son John, In 1636 he was the architect of o house hullt by the
calony at Newbury called the Bound House,  In 16347, Nov. 20th, he wias disarmed.
March 12th, 1637-8, he had obtained license to remove his family from Massachu-
gsetts, and the General Court having recelved information that he only intended



ATPPENDIX. vil.

el i, il i e

to withdraw for a secason, the court ordered that he might depart with his
family before the next coutt, and if he did not, to appear at that court and
abide the further order of the court thercein. June 8th, 138, the General Court
ordercd that the maglstrates of Ipswich shall have power to discharge Mr.
Easton from bullding at Winnacunnet, and {f he did not take warning to clear
the place of him e came to Newport with his two sons, John and Peter, He
bailt the first frame house there, on a lot of land adjoining the northwest cor-
ner of the Friends' Mecting House lut on Farewell strect,

WILLIAM BRENTON.

(20,) Willlam Brenton came to Ameriea as i surveyor, bearing the commis-
sion of Chiarles 1. to survey the crown lands in Amerlea under a contract that he
was to haveashare of the lands surveyed. He settled in Bosten In 16H,. Asa mem-
ber of the Geheral Court he opposed the cepsuring of Wheelwiight and Hutehiine-
son. Mr. Brentou was one of the carly settlers of Newport., He had a town lot
assigned to him extending bhack from the harbor to Spring street, bonnded north
on Mary street, and extending south to what is now Cotton’s Court,with tlie entire
neck ineluding the site of Fort Adams and the Roeky Farm, e owned 10,000
acres of Lund in New Hampshire, in whiat is now Litehfield, He built a house 150
fect square in Brenton’s neck, where the H. T. Battey house now stands, He
owned, dlso, an estate In Taunton., He died between the 200h of Aupust and 13th
of November, 1674, He wias Governor of the colony and held other important
offices. At his deecease he jeft three sons—Jahleel, Williiun and Ebenezer, and
several daughters,

Jahleel manned a schooner when he was but twentyv-one years of age, and
went 1o the rescue of the inhabitants of Providence at the time the town was
burned by the Indians in 1676, He was afterwands collector of the customs at
Boston, but eventually returned to Newport where he died without issue in 1732,
apred 77 vears.amd was buaried at what is now Fort Adams, Jahbleel Breuton
divised his estates in Newport to his nephew, Jahleel. William Brenton re-
moved to liristol, where he died, and wos buried in his farm at Paunpausquash,
He left two sons, Jalileel and RBenjmin, denjamin Brenton died at the age of
03 and was huricd on his farm in South Kingstown,  Admirat KirJahlcel Brenton
and Capt. Edward PPethat of the Dritish Navy. and 8ir Brenton Halliburton, all
natives of Newport, were the deseendants of Jahlcel Brenton. The Brenton
house on the cast side of Thianes street was built about 1720,
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DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

(21.) Dr. Benjamin Franklin had thiree brothers who resided in Newport, John,
James, with whom the Doctor learned the printer's trade, and Peter.

James Franklin was boru in Boston in 1699, and died In Newport in 1784, aged
36 years. In 1719 he published the Boston Gazefte. I 1721 he establishied the New
England Courant. ‘The enrllest essays of Dr. Benjamin Frankiln were published
in the Courant, The religions articles of the Doetor were regarded as beingof o
skeptical character, and James, the publisher, was arrested and imprisoned for
thelr publieation. James afterwards came to Newport, and i1 Es sajd started the
first newspaper publisthied in Rhwode Island in 1727, 1t is certain that he published
a newspaper here in 19732, in which year hie beeame printer to the colony and une.
dertook to print 20 copies of the publie acts of that yearfor£20. ‘there are books
extant that were publishicd by him, some that were pulilished by his widow, and
some by his son James, who establishied the Newport Mercury in 1758,

*  Wegather the following from Dr. Franklin's corresponidence in referenve to
the members of his family who resided at Newport

In 13924 Dr. Franklin on & return from his first visit to Boston, atter he had ro-
moved to Philndelphin, siivs ¢ The s oo putting in at Newport, Rhode Ishind, 1
visited my Lrothier John who had Leenmnreled sl settled thiere some yvears,
He recelived me very affectionately for hie always loved me”

Ten veurs later (1734 De. Frankiin having become easy in his cireumstances
niute a journey to Boston tovisit his relatives, In petarning e ealled at New-
port to sce his brother James, thien settled here with his printing house,  Their
formier Jdifferences were forgotten and their meeting was corlial and atfection-
ate, James was then fast deelining in his health, and reguested his brother in
the event of his (James’) death, whiech he apprehended not far distant, to take
home his Glanies), xon, James Franklin, then but ten vears of age, and bripng him
up to the printing business. With this request the Dr, complied, bt first sent the
boy toschool for i few yeirs. The hoy’s mother earried on the business until the
boy was grown up, when the Dr. gave him an assortiment of type, and therebhy
made amends to the boy's father tor leaving his employment before the Doctor
had served out his apprenticeship.

Peter Franklin, the last surviving brother of Dy, Franklin, died July 1st, 1966,
in the 74th year of his age. lle had formerly resided at Newport, but at the time
of his death he was deputy postmaster of Philadelphia.

January 9th, 1760, Dr. Franklin {n a letter to his sister, M, Mecome, says,
that of the 17 ehildren born to thelr father and mother, 13 lived to grow up, and
that but three then survived, Peter was then one of the survivors,

In a letter to Mrs, GGovernor Greene, dated August 1st, 1763, Dr. Franklin says
that “my brother has returned to Rhode Island.” OQOf course this reference is to
Peter, who had not then gone to Philadelphlia.

In a letter to his sister Mecome,Dr. Franklin writes : «“.Jemmy Franklin,when
with me, was always dissatisfled and grumbling.” This latter was probably
written between 1743 and 1748,

Dr. Franklin was probably the debtor of his brother John as late s 1952, for
May ist of that year he writes his sister Mecome, enclosing her six pistoles, and
tells her to hand to John the amount if she received the sum on a draft he had
previously sent her, and to have John credit the amount in the Doctor’s account.
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(21 a.) The followlng is thelist of prlvntnercommandurs:—ﬂebrge W.Babcock,
Oliver Read, John Grimes, Benjamin earee, Joseph L. Gardner, William Men-
nis, James Godfrey, Thomas Stacy, Christopher Bently, Samuel Jeflers, Juseph
Jaqies, Thomna Foster, Joseph Crandall, Ezekiel Burroughs, Isaince Freeborn,
PPeter Ginzee, Willinmn Ladd, John Murphy, John Coggeshall, William Finch,

Thomas Dring, Samuel Walker, James Phillips, Remembrome Siminons, Joseph
Sheflleld,

ARTHUR BROWN,

22) Arthur Brown was the son of the Rev. Marmaduke Brown, rector of
Trinity Chureh in Newport. The Rev. Marnnaduke Brown was the rector of that
church from sometimeo in the year 1760 until his decease in 1561, In 1795 his son,
Arthur Brown, caused to be erected a mural monument in Trinity church to the
memory of his father and mother, upon which is the following inscription
in reference to himself, viz: “This monument was ercefed by thelr son,
Arthur Brown, Esqg.,, now senlor fellow of Trinity College, bDublin, Ireland,
and Representative in I'arliament for the same. In token of his grati-
tude and affeetion to the best and tenderest of parents, amd liis respect and love
Sor a congregation among whont and for a place where he spent his earliest and
heppiest days. In the year 1793 Dr. irown stated to Captain David M. Cogge-
shall, in Dalblin, that “he was born in Newport in i house near the Redwood
Library,” probably *the old parsonage,” now owned by Mr. William Fludder.
Brown remalned hore until he was seventeen years of age. Writing in 1798, Dr.
Brown says: “The face of the country wias beautiful beyond description; it was
compased of woods of no very great magnitade, perhaps of half a mile or a mile
in diameter, interspersed with most ehiarming Iawns,  The effeet which is pro-
duced in a few demesnes of our nobjlity by so much arf, was there universally
wrotght by nature, with the little aid of man in clearing its too great exhuber-
anees. . o . Rhode Island throughout answercd this character,
but alas, I am told the former war did not leave a single timber {ree.”

Y [ P » » O - » . L ¥ &

Newport, In Rhode [sland, used to send out annually 400 sall of shipping,
small and large. . ’ . Every one knows what immense channels of
cominerce have opencd sinee, and how svon America Lnmched forth even to
China and Nootka Souwl,”

“The olimate of Rhode Ishiind, often called the garden and Montpelier of
Amerten, indaeed sttelt numbers of wealthy persons from the southward to reside
there in summer, that It was ludierously called the Carolina hospital.”

In reference to an important question which is now disturbing antiquarians
as to when the revotation eonunenced, he says: *The discontents of Ameriea are’
usually dated from the stianp act in 1965, but they really originated in 1763,
fimmediately after the peace, from the interdiction of their trade with the Span-
fshy matn, It was the only trade which brought speele into the country, and
henee no money was seeh except paper, saving half johannas, dollars, pistereens;
a guinei or English erown was seldom seen. The depressionof the value of paper
money was greater in Rhode Island than anywhere eise, & paper dollar bearing
the nominal value of cight pounds. I myself saw one American fort fire upon

the Squirrel, o kKing's ship, In 1764, in the harbor of Newport,”

Speaking of the shools in New England he says . “Of theirschools, self-love
naturally inclines theanthor to give a favorable account, he harving never received
any school educution elacwhere, yet their teachera were often from Europe, and it
was his own fate to be instructed by a German and o Secotchuinan.,™

He says of tho Redwood Library: “The Hbrary at Rhode sland, though built
of wood, was a structure of uncommon beauty; 1 remember it with admiration,
and I could onco appueil to the kKnown tiste of an old school fellow, Stuart, the

2
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paihter, who had the sume feeling towards it. It was sacked of its books by the
British army, as wns tho college of 'rinceton in the Jerseya. A colloge milita-
Iy corps oxisted at Cambridge before I left 18

Arthur Brown, in Dublin, soon arose to great emlinence, o became Senlor
Fellow and Sanior Proctor of Trinity College, a Doctor of Civil Law, and King's
Professor of Greek. For a time he held the Viear Goneralship of Kildar, and
practiced In the courts as an eminent barristor.”

“For many years no porson intheunivesity onjoyed greater populnrity. They
gave him their best and most honorable gifts. They appointed him thelr repre-
gsentative in the National Leglslature, and for years the Irlsh House of Come-
mons listened with surprise and admiration to his bold and powerful language.”

Dr. Brown was the authorof ¢4\ Compendious View of Ecclesiastienl Law.”
“Lectures as profossor of Clvil Law in the Unlversity of Dublin,” “Brown's
View of tho Clvil Law and Law of Admiralty.!” <Hussen 0'Dle,'” a poem trans-
lated from the ’ersian lanzuage, and two volumaes of misceellancous writings.

Heo died in Dublin in the sunmumoer of 1805,

AUTQUSTU3 JOHNSTON.

(23.) Augustus Johnston’s house was in Division street ; Dr. Thomas Moffatt's
in Broad streat, and Martin Howard's In Spring street.

CHARLEYS DUDLEY,

(24.) Charles Dudley, the King's Collector of Customns at Newport, who tled to
the British ship Rose, as & refugoe from the wrath of the populnee, came over
from England in 1765, He marrted a daughter of Robert Cook, of Newport. Mr,
Dudiey went to England with his family, where he died soon after. His famlly
afterwards returned to Aweriea,  His son, the late M, Charles Dudley, settled in.
Albany where he beeame o distinguished and wealthy eftlzen, and where his
name is perpetuated by “The Dudley Observatory.,”™

Mr, Charles Dudley, senior, when he was collector in Newport, occupied the
house in Middletown, built by Matthew Cozzens, merchant of Newport, who died
in Charleston, 8, C,, Decemboer 1780,

A jetter written by Mr. bDudley, and now in the British State Paper Office,
says: “The attack upon the Gaspee was not the effect of siudden passion and
resentment, but of cool deliberation amd forethought. It had long been deter-
mined that she should be destroyed.”

It October, 1776, Johin Smith was appointed by the General Assembly to sell
allof the effects of George Rome and Charles hudley in possession of the State,
excepting the serews and bars and the effeets in Nathan Mliller’s hands, and the
articles excepted were to be solld by Josiad Lyndon,

JOSEPH WiANTON,

25.) Joseph Wanton was the son of Willlam Wanton, who died in 1933, Gov-
ernor of thecolony. Governor William Wanton in early life commanded n pri-
vateer out of Newpaort, Joseph held many mportant oflices under the colony,
but it is sald that bhe had the misfortune to inhertt from his father a quiarel with
the Ward family, which tndueed hin to promote the interest of Stephen Hopkins
agalnst Samuel Ward, and when Wand and Hopkins bhecame united In support of
the colonies, it is not Empossible that Wanton, who had been an outspoken advo-
cate of the rights of the enlonies, was turned to the support of the crown by Lis
hostility to the Warnds, [n 1795 he was removed from oflice by the General Asseme-
bLly. He marrield adaughter of Governor Winthrop of Connectleut. Two of the
sons of GGovernor Joseph Wanton, Joseph and Willlam, were wealthy merchants
of Newport. The foriuner left with the British and dled in New York., William,
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after the peace, was appolinted collector of St. Johns, New Brunswlick, and re-
sided there, Thosons had large estates, which were conflseated. Goveranor Jo-
soph Wanton dled in A.D. 1780, aged 75 years, and was burled in the Clifton
burying ground.

NSOLOMON SBOUTHWICE.

(26.) Solomon Southwick was born in Newport about 1731. He was the son of
o flsherman,  Hig intelligent appearance attracted the attention of Henry Col
lins, the eminent merchant and philanthropist, who sent Southwick to school,
and wias the means of giving himagood edueation, Aftercompleting his studies,
Southwick taught n school 1n Newport for several years. lle then engaged in
mereantile aTaies in which ha was unsuccessful. About 1764 ho purchased
from the helrs of James Franklin, the Newport Mercury, and the printing estab-
Hshient then connected with that paper. The paper was outspoken in favor of
the rights of the colonies, He was among the carly book publishers of New
sngland, and had an extensive establishment for that time employed in that
business, and there are many books yet extant which bear his imprint. At the
breaking out of the war he wias engaged in o very prosperots busines« which he
was forced to abandon with the most of his property. He then removed to
Providence, anid was in the service of the state at the head of its commissariat.
He returncd to Newport after the peace, and was postmaster there for o
time, under theconfederation, and afterwards, for three orfour years was a part.
ner in the Mercury establishment, He died in Newport, Deceinber 23d, 1797, aged
66 yeurs, e left foursonsand onedanghter, His eldestson, Solomon Southwicek,
removed to Albany, where he was editor of the Albany Register, a leading Dem-
ocratic paper in the State of New York, He died in Albany in 1839.

REV, EZ2RlA STILES, IhD,

(27 Upon the death of the Rev, Mre Searing, the Rev, samuel Falrweather
wias made pastor of the Second Congregational Chureh in Newport in 17958, butin
consequence of an oecurreniee at adinner at Godfrey Malbone's, he left the church
in 1750, and soot after left the denomination, The Rev, Ezra Stiles wa  the sue-
cessorof Mr. Fualrweather, and was settled pastor of that chuvell in 1739, He
wits, perluips, the woest learned man of his time in Ameriea, and was one of the
firmext weldvoeates of the rights of the eolonies in their strugele with Great
Britain for national existence amd independence, e, with a considerable por-
tiun of his congregation, was driven away from Newport upon the breaking out
of the war.

In 1377 he was made 'resident of Yale College, but was not formerly dismissed
froin Lis pistoral oflice In Newport until 1536, He died May 12th, 1795, in the 68th
vear of Lis age, Nis diary, now in the custody of Yale College, is said to con-
tuln mineh interesting matter pertaining to the history of Newport. He had a
dauglite » who married Abiel Holmes, the author of <Holines’ Annals,” and she
was the motherof oliver Wendell Holntes.,

REV. SAMULEL ROPKINS, D. D,

(2%, Dir. Hopkins preached Bis firstsermon to the First Congregational Chureh
fn Newnort, July 28, 1i6n, After preaching to the congregation for a time, asa-
tivical paunphlet written, by the Rev. William Hart, on Dr. Hopkins and his religp-
fows dingins, was cireninted antonye the congregation, and induitced a constderable
opposition to, amd debayed the Doctor’s installation in the pastoral offiee of this
socicty to april tith, 13700 e died in Newport, December 20th, 18503, in the 33«
yearof his age.  He was pastor of the Newport churel for motre than thirty-three
years., D opkins wrote an autebiography of Limself, which was published
after his decease, with notes, by the Rev. Stephen West, Reminiscences of his
life by the Rev. Dr. William ’atten ; a niemoir of hislifo and character by the
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Rev. John Ferguson, with a memolr of his 1lifo and ocharacter by tho Rev.
Edward A. Park, have all been publishod and are accossable to those who
desire to investigate the character and teachings of thls great man. Doctor
Hopkins wrote and published many books, and was thoe means of many books
being published by othors., He was, perhiaps, the earlivest Ameorienn who publlely
denounced the African slavo trade, and who favored the entlre abolltion of
slavery, and was among tho first to denounce the uso of intoxicating llquors ns o
beverago, and to favor tho prohlbition of the liguor traflle. He was an ardent
whig before and during the revolutlon, and though he dlsliked ‘the slavery
clauses,” he favored the adoption of the Federal constitution. Though ho wnas
an unpoptlar preacher, and wrote upon unpopular subjects, fow men made o
deeper impression upon the public mind than did this eminent divine. Hlis din-
logue upon,the subject of slavery, his blography of Jonathan Edwards, his lives of
Susanna Anthony and Hannah Qsborne, though not among his most important
works, were much read and highly appreciated upon their publication both In
this country and in Great Britain ; and his dialogue upon the subject of slavery
was one of the first and one of the most able and Intivential papers ever pub-

lished upon that subject. Withul, he was an humble, self-denying and faithful
Christian.

Under the first charter, May 18th, 1652, Rhade Island pngsed an net agalnat the
importation of negroes into the colony. In 1675-6, a Iaw was passed to prohibit
Indinn hondage, and §n 1715 an act was passed to prombit the importa-
tion ¢f Indian slaves. Yet, afierwards, Rhode Island became deeply involved in
the slave trade, and Newport was the centre of this traic. When in 1770 Or,
Hopkins preached fiom his pulpit in dewport his first sermon against the siave
traffic. Whittier says: It well may ve doubted whether on that Sabbath day the
angels ot God, in their wide survey of the universe, looked upon a nobler spee-
tacle than that of the mitnister of Newport, rising up before his slaveholding con.
gregation and Jdemanding in the name of the Highest the deliverance of the cap-
tive and the opening of prison doors to those that were bound?!" The colony ot
inode Island in June, 1774, passed o law prohibiting the bringlng of glaves into
the colony, and in 1784 the Legislature enacted that all children born after March
1st, 1785, should be free, Of the passage of these acts Dr. Hopkins was an ardent
advocate. Dr. Hopking, after the revolution, was very poor, and sometimes was
scantily provided even with the necessaries of 1life, yet, upon his receiving nine
hundred dollars for the copyright of his “System of Divinity,” it s snld by one
writerthat he gave one hundred dollars, and by another that he gave one half of
the amount to an antl.slavery society in Rhode Island, nand notwithstanding his
great poverty he actually purchased upon his own credit the freedom of one plous
African, with the view of educating him as a missionary and sending him to
Africa, for Dr. Hopkins hoped to destroy the slave trade by evangelizing and
educating the natives of Africa in their own country.

THE LORD SANDWICH.

(290.) List of persons imprisoned by the British on board the Lord Sandwich,
viz: Capt. Ebenezer Vose, Job Easton, Thomnas Richairdson, Nathaniel Grafton
John Haven, Robert Taylor, Joseph Allen, Samuel Yates, Exin PPope, Ebeneze
Carr, Mr. Devens, Mr. Rider, Joseph Gurdon, John Townsend Joshua Rathbone,
S, Billings, Charles Cahioone, John Arnold, Johin Harrod, John Hubbard, Edward
Simmons, Wiiliam Carter, Paul Coffin, Capt. Church, Edward Churcehy, Benjamin
- Chureh, Jr., Major Fairchilds, Jonathan Yates, Isane Dayton, Willlim Dilling-
ham, Samuel Carr, Johu Bradley, John Gardner, Sherman Clarke, Gldeon
wWanton, Joseph Bissel, John Cahoone, Higgins Landers, Johin Lawton, Harry
Oman, Thomas Peckham, Richard Thomas, John Bull, Charles Vigneron, Henry
Irish, Thomas Howland, PDaniel Fullows, Hanson Hull, Nathan Luther, Willlam
Langley, John Greene, Danfel Smith, Edward Murphy, Benjamin Marshull,
Samuel Vinson, Joseph Tillinghast, Jonathan Hull, Ellsha Lawton, Lee Langley,
Peter Lanpley, William Downer.
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IMI'RESSED SEAMEN,

(30) In1794, during tho May sosslon of tho Assembly, His BritannicMajesty’s ship,
the Nuutilus, arrived in Newport, having on board six Amerlean seamen, some
of whom, it was allogoed, had been impressed into this service. The commanding
oflicar of this vessel was on shore, and was summoned before the General Assem-
bly, The subjoet was referred to the Judges ot the Superior Court, and to the
Judgoe of the U, & District Court, before whom, In the presence of Consul Moore,
Commander Boynton was examined. The General Assembly sent o commlittee
on bonrd of the Nautilus to examine ns to whether there were American seamen
dotatned there, and while thiz examination was being made, the judges protected
Boynton from the pupulnce, and upon the return of the committee who had re-
ported that six men were detained against their will, Boynton issued an order
for thelr discharge and for the payment of their wages,

THOMAS DE COURCY.

(31) The Might Honorable Thomas de Courey, Lord Kinsale, Baron de Courcy and
Regrone, late I'remier Baron of Ireland, was another distinguished person,
whose 1He was intimately connected with the commerce of Newport. His ances-
tor, n younger son of the family, emigrated to Newport about 1720, Here, Thomas
de Courey was horn and was afterwards bound an apprentice to a Captain Beard
of this place. He afterwards enlisted in the navy, and shared in the honor of
taking Porto Bello, and whille with Admiral Veracn, from that oftficer De Cottrey

received intelligence whileh enabled him to establish his title to the estates and
honors of his family.

DR. BENJAMIN WATERHOURE.

(@3) Vr. Benj. Waterhouse, physicinn, naturalist and anthor, was also a native
of Newport, born here in 1734, He was edueated at London, Edinburg and Leyden,

He was thirty years a professor in Harvard College, and died in Cambridge In
1846, at the advanced age of 92 years,

Dr. Waterhouse rememembered the time when Augustus Johnston was Attor-
ney General and stamp Master, and when Johnston, Martin Howard and Dr.
Moffut were hangedt in efligy, and when thelr efligies were afterwards burned on
the Newport Pariude, and when the contents of thelr houses and cellars were de-
stroved by o mob at night. Deo Waterhonse also remembered Judge Scott, Judge
Hazard, William Ettery, William Channing, the father of Willinm Ellery Chan-
Ing, and Mr. Simpson, the Iatter an Englishman who practiced law in Newport,
but “dicd in England among other refugees.”  He just remembered Henry Buall,
bt knew Judge Lightfoot, who tanght him to value and study Lord Bacon, Lok,
Newton amd Boerhaven, Lightfoot was the oraele of Newport in his time. He
was an able, learned and idle man,. Honeyman and Marchant, Dr. Waterhouse
regarded to be gentlemen of the old school; Varnitm he took to be a popular as-
pivant, and Ellery aml his three brothers to be flaming sons of liberty. In his
O age. Dr. Waterhonse prophesied that Newport would become the bath of the
United States, to which rich invalids would retire to improve theirimpaired health,
and wishied that he had some pleasant spot or farm on hisnative island, to which,

if not himself, his invalul posterity might resort to enjoy peace, health and
liberty.

Dr. Waterhouse was the author of “Lecetures on the Theory and Practice of
Medicine,” 8 vo. published in 1388 “Lectures on Natural History,” 1810;¢ The
Botanist,” 1511; “Oratorio Inaug. at Harvard University,” 1783; A Book on Vital-
ity,” 1590; “Prospect of Exterminating the Small I'ox,” 1800; “Ascribing Author-

ship of Juniusg to the Earl of Chatham,” 1831; “Journal of a Young Man of Mass.,""
1816, '

Dr. Waterhouse was the son of Timothy Waterhouse, and was born in o house

fronting on Llhu;ty Square, in Newport.
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THE CHANNING FAMILY.

(35) The founder of this family in Newport was John Channing, who cnino to
Nowport abo 't 1713, Hoe left a son, John Channlng, and several daughters. John
Channing, son of John, wus the father of Willlnin Channing, who wag born in
1751, graduated at P’rinceton in 1769, studied lnw with Oliver Arnold, was eleceted
Attorney General in 1777, and annually re-clected up to 1787, whon ho was turned
out of oflice by the paper money party. In 1791 he was again mnde Attorney
General, and the same year was appointed by General Washington, United States
District Attorney, and held both offices up to his death, which oceurred Septems-
ber 2t, 1793, aged 42 years. Ho married Lucy Ellery, the daughter of William
Ellery, the signer of the Declaration of Independence. They hadeleven children,
nine of whom survived thelr father. The eldest son was Franels Daua Chan-
ning, of Boston: the second son, William Ellery Channing, the eminent scholar
and divine. Two of the younger sons, Dr. Walter aud Edward, were professors in
Harvard College.

THE ELLERY FAMILY.

(36) Willilnm Ellery was ut Gloucester, Massachusetts, in 1663, He had n sou Ben-
jamin, his third child, born in 1669, He flrstremoved tobBristol, then a part of Mas-
sachuse.ts, but soon removed to Newport, He commanded letter of marque
ottt of Newport in1702. e marrled Abigatll, danghterofJohn Witkins.of Wiltshire,
England, July 30th, 1693. About this time lLie removed to Newport. They had
nine children. Willinm, tis eldest son, nnd thirvd child, wias Lorn October 31st,
1701, and graduated at Harvard College in 1722, He became n wealthy merchant
in Newport.a Judge, an Assistant and Deputy Governor of the colony of Rhode
Island. He married Elizabeth Almy, January 3, 1722, and died in Newport,
March 15th, 1764, leaving three sons and one danghiter.  Willinm, the second son,
was born December 22d, 1727, graduated at Harvard College o 1947, and married
Ann Remington, of Cambridge, October 1tth, 1750, He settled In Newport and
engaged in mercantile pursuits, In 1759 he was appointed naval ofllcer of the
colony of Rhode Island, and in 1750 he commenced the practiece of the law, In
which he continued to 1775, when, upon the decease of Samuel Ward, he was
elected to the Continental Conpress, and there beeame a signer of the Declaration
of Independence. Upon the organization of the federal government under the
constitution, he was appointed Collector of the Customs for Newport, aud held
that office up to his decease, February 1oth, 1820,

THE DECATUR FAMILY.

(37) Stephen Decatur, the ancestorof this family, issaid tohave been a native of
Genoa, and to have come to Rhode Island in 1746, He was naturalized by asn act

of thie General Assembly in 1755, During the war between England and Franee
he was an officer of a privateer, fitted out at Newport. He married, tn 1701, Pris-
eflln Hill, a widow, whose malden name was George. iy this marelage he had
two sons—Stephen, born in 192, and.John, born in 153, The son Stephen, the
father of the late Commuodore Stephen Decatur, wias bred to the sea,  The Decn-
turs lived in the old Brayton house, then standing at the head of the Mall, bhut
now ig next north of the residence of the late Edward W, Lawton, on the east side
of Charlesstreet. '

HENRY COLLINAN.

(38) Henry Collins was the son of Arnold and Amy Collins, amd was bornin New-
port, March 2ith, 1699. e was edieated in England, heeame amerchant upon hly
return to Newport, and for a time was very suceessful, but became bankrupt in
1765, a rcsult brought about by the application of the admirnlty rule of 1766, My,
Collins was n great benefactor of Newport, He was one of the founders of the
Redwood Library, and of the Literary Soclety, out of which it arose, and one of
the bullders of the Long Wharf and the Granary, He educeated several deserving,
but poor young men, at his own expense, iamong them was Solomon Southwick,
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and to his liberality posterity are indebted for the portraits of Callender, Berke-
ley, Clapp, Hitcheocek, and perhaps others. Dr. Waterhouse speaks of him as
the Lorenzo de Medlet of Rhode Island, He died at the house of o friend about
1770.  Mr, Colllns owned the house on Baston's Point, at what was known ag the
Gibbs’ Ship Yard, which during the revolution belonged to George Rome, and

whileh, In the Lard winter of 1730, was torn down and distributed among the poor
for fucel.

ARNOLD FAMILY,

(89 Benediet Arnold eame to Newport from 'rovidence in 1653, and was admitted
purchaserinNewport. 118 town lotextended from Mill to Pelham streets, and his
houso was on the lot belonging to the People's Library. His son Benedict inher-
ited his howestead. Oneof the daughters of the second Benediet married Edward
Pelham, whose two daughters inherited i, one of whom married John Bannister
and the otherdJolin Cowley, Bannlster built a wharf, and so did Cowley. Gover-
nor Arnold, the first Benedicet, probably erceted “the Old Stone Mill.," Heheld
many mportant oMlees, 1o was the first Governor under the eharter of Charles
L. and was often re-elected to that office.  He left four sons aned three daughters,

He divd Jane 3, 1678, at the ure of 63 vears, and was buried in alot adjoining, on
the ead, the extiate of Gaov, Van Zandt,

GOVERNOR GIBBS HOUSE,

The Governor Gibhs house,on the north side of Mill street, was built by John
Tillinghast, about 1765, It was afterwanrds the property of Col, Arcliibald Crary,
who wis anotlicer of the tevolution. At the close of the war, General Greene
cime o Newpart atid rented and oecopied the house.  Here he was visited by
the Marguis e Latayette. October 2ith, 1385 General Greene took possession of
thie hottse, November 25th, 1758, when he was walted npon Ly the principal inhab-
itants of the town, and presented with a congratulatory address, to which he

ade 4 suitable response,. While General Greene resided in this house, he was
visited by Roselusko il by Bavon Staben,
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