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Cration, &e.

THE inftiruiton of national ifeltivalsy s
among the number of thofe ufages, which
have been tranfmited to us by the mftory of
remoteft times. It took 1ts rife in the harba-
rous zges of anilqulty, and the progrefs of
civilized fociety, has ferved to give the Homp
to its utily, by perfevering m the cu.iom,
whilft other cultoms, and other habits, have
been rejected and forgotten.

GovernamEewTs, which have moft refpect -
ed, and moit attcndc( to the taftes and difpo-
fittons of the people, have been the firlt o
promotc the folemnization of public fcft.-
vals; and have, in many inftances, found, m
this cffufion of popular featiment. the means
of advancing both the welfure and the glory
of the nation.

Tre hiftory of our own day, more <peci-
aily {erves to exemphify the attomfhing wiaflua-
cnce which this practice cxaercries over the
minds of tnen, and o cvince to us that 1t s
a fourcey from which a nation may draw cou-
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not t’:":'g!n tCuawosthy of Bed power, tuea
cie the courage of her Criizcna. h‘; Cvlnt-
movating the actions *he v bad awchieved; wad
has owed, poriaps, pot afow of her vitto-
ries, to tiic wibute e has odied up to the
merts of her departed Lroes,

I+ then, the willom of accs has canenrred
A atving facction. to the endtom o which we
now conform, whero,  Amcicains, fhall we
find, 16 e auanais of l:z o1y, @any imgle event,
more worthy ¢f boiny tccaled to the Trecalloc
tion of a nauon, thaan e event woich we
have, this d\.,, alforabled to crlibrate ?
Where {hall we fied an epoch, fo memorable.
as the one, in wiich, by dic publication -f
a single acte a people has, at onee, aflerted
1ts Tizhit 10 ndepencence, and annonnced its
f-‘*’(‘rt‘i‘n'y to the wmli. The n‘rn';“m,
winen fevers froin the porent tock fo conli-
derable a branch of an calisuroacd empire,
15, {urely, one well calevlated o arntelt the
aitention of l'u:'a‘::umung naticr+;  and of
winch the rowemboence cuchr, o ’\’Cl)
neany, 1o e papeteuted il u: cus of
tict porton of the hupen race, who are &
tie cojuvrent of the benchin relntung from
fo rmporant anadte Buc i s nor to the con-
tep cion ol this grear acl of a contending
peerte, how much foever 10 mav eaceed all
others I luportence, that the mind of an
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American can, by any mcans, confinc itfclf,
At the recurrence of cvery anniverfary, the
events which F!‘O*}UC"(.. and thofe which gave
effeft to -the declarannn of lnf!'ic:d\,m
muft, neccfiarily, crm' thew!cives mto his
recolledtion, end prc nt onjocts, at once
calculated to ruile bis admiration, and to cx-
cite bis love fur fis counury.

He beholds, in the vetrolu i, a virtueus

and an hap\)) peopic. fuli n{' sHefton for the

“alw cinpire, fL “i:"‘, {reety 1 her dangers,
and par: ‘up"u.,,, Y z:"l‘ dery. But thcy are
a wife and cnlighicned Lwt,.g, vwe!l under-
flanding the fources of their plm serityy and
J'E'J.l(}”s “of the rizhts on which it is founded.
ile fees them, at thc momeni of being ap-
preﬂud by the parent couuiry, mcct m,my
with remonftrance, and oppofe outrage with
decifion:  Unul atthe cve of having Al h
hold deery, wreficd froas them atide noint (.f
the bayonet, hc beholds the bright fLane :f
liberey burfting forth, from every pait of the
Amcrican continenty and defcending, with
the rapidity of the forked lightni,g, upon
all her oppofers

Inv fact, what a delighvfl, e well as
attonifining ipecldcn* i3 prefented, when the
people ot “this coniiient, “had fors nlventererd
upon the work of their emancipation.  We
find all the encrgies of the naticn dilpiaving,
and all its refources - afolding themicives at
the requiiition of pauonal necellicy. Wit
virtue, what talents, vlul horois convage,
what pure love of country, oo Lumoat,

A2 oo
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called into public view, and exhibited to the
world on the great theatre of human a&ion.

Virtuces and talents, which had remain-
ed forever obfcured under the dark fhade of
a monarchical government, or at belt have
been devoted to 1gnoble purpofes, under the
paralizing influence of coionial dependance.

How different their lot ; ihe firong minds
advance, =20d take themr ftation in the frent,
Thofe, on whom hcivca, 1n its bounty had
beflowed wifdom, fortitude, and a dehiberative
mind, now, for the brfl time, feel the value
of the gift; they take thuir feats i the national
councils, and devotc the ftrength of their
faculties to the ufe of their country: coileéied
from dittant points of anextenfive continent,

with manners and opinions, in many inftances
at variance, they aitonifh, equally by their
moderation, and by the unanimity of theix
refolves.

EnTrUsTED, for the firft time, with the
great interclts of a nation, they betray no
marks of a fceble difidence in their own
powers; but, proceeding with the deep refiex-
ion, and the firm dccdxon, which, unul that
moment, had been the privilege of c\puu,nced
ftatcmen, they offer to their country the al-
furance of fuccels.

Ir ever a public body of modern days,
has prefented to us the image of that augult
aflembly of ancient times. on which fucceed-
ing ages have been accuftomd to look, with
enthufiaftic admiration, (the Roman Senate)

it
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',L is moft affuredly the American Conger's,
fiom the dawn of the x«’\ulum)n, to the pul()d
of 1ts termunzuon.  There o no proot of
thoir havinz been inferior 1o :Etut venerable
body, in the great articles of  puulic pu,
and devotedr.ofs to the caufe of  the covun
and ther -y ample ground for aficruns, it
they far {'ux'p(mui it in the pofleiion of thaic
fucred principles of it liberty,  which,
alone, can ftamp a value upon the Iii: of
man,

I will net entreat you- pardon for the ex-
travagance of this compariton, nor will I
confent to having 1t alcribed 10t ¢ parualuy
natura!l to the heart of an American, becaule
I fpeak the {entument of oney, well futed to
pals his judgment on things of high moment,
and who ferved (tronely, in his own perfon, to
remind the age in which he ived, of 1hole
great men of antiquity, whale charadters hu. e
become the admiration of latter umes. '} he
illuitrious Chatham, that molt cminent of
flatefinen, was pleafed to aflert betore the
peers of the Briuth Realm, ¢ that as hijtory
¢ had formed his tavorite fludy, and as 1 tisc
¢ celebrated writings of anuquity, ke had
often admired the pamou{m ot Greece and
““ of Rome,” fo ({aid he) ¢ Lnuft declarc and
¢ avow, that in thefe mafter ftates of the
“ world;, I know not the pcople, or the
1Lnatc, who, 1 {uch a complicauion of dilii-
¢ cult circumiiances, can ddnd in prefarence
“ to the delegates of Amecrica, aflcnbled
¢ in general congrefs at Phuladclphia.”

[,
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SUmv wera the words of one, whofe opi
nions it ’PON’, ihe teft of expoience, and
from the f ' udgment, there

3 :”'l’i :,.'( kY z‘x-f;;':J
has becn {‘ fdom an wpped!

]

History, 1nced, prefents o, with roin-
flance ol the fopieme withonny nf a nation,
under the nnluence of a rovol dony ‘_\' erdor,
charged with the defence of anLavaded conntry,
furroanded with dangers, ond encompafied
with d:fhcufues of every defl ription, having
cxerct{ed s power weh e finedlar modera-
tion, and having. v {o ni2h a dessee, refpecied
the rights ot the citizen-—oiforing, 1n its own
body, the belt thiaitraunon of  thofe principles
of humanity and cof jullice, tor which it was
coni=nding, it fet an cx‘a"nple to the inferior
authorities, witch ferved to produce the moit
beneficiul effcéds.

Ir it be true, that thofe who give the direc-
tien to public mesfures.  are L!ponhb]c for
their remote etfeets, it will require but little
reflexion to convince, how amply the Ameri-
can congrefs acquitted itfelf towards the
naiton, who confided their ntercits to 1ts
care.  Perfuaded 1n thewr wifdogy, that 1t
depeaded uvpen the fupreme legiliature, to
give a tone to thie proccedings of the inferior
bodics, and, in fhort, to regulate, 11 fome
degree, the feelings of the people at large,
they had the humamtv to keep out of  view,
the fatal objed, which has, unfortunately,
conftituted, but too prominent a figure, 1a
all conteﬁa for civil rights—the deadly {caf-

fold,—It 1s for this, that the thanks of man-
kind
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\.a;ak.; wi ,*:n.'m' cvacvaiions will B2 beliows
el forheace s i, ﬂ}::i th:choecier or the
roon hess et aoombdngis, Sodaadera-
tion, whici aie the fareil pledacs of a la'ting
happinels—Tlence, alio 1s 1i, taac the »ase of
our hftory s pot Hainca wih  atrociies,
cominited in tie vame of  the law;  that we
find no f{acnfices to the iatenprance of
party, under the plea of public necellity,
and no fcene 5 ol rarnage, butthofcin which
the Llood of our licrocs, 1s mingled with that
of their cucuniles,

Frou thisbody of enlizhtened r\atrmtc. Tu-
ed able n gociators,—me:n not - Hi ful ed, by
the boatted {kili of courtiers, hack: eycd 1
the {ophiitry of the diplomatic fchool; but
who, fivm in the wnterelts of their counry, car-
ricd 1nto the cabinets of princes, a convidion
of her rnelits, and forced from heir hearts

a conlefhion of the juflice of her caule,

Tuus by a combination of virtue and of
talents, charalterized by a moft remarkable
degree ol fidchiy o the public caule; having
been charged with no i ftances of incividusl
corraptien, they marched with a fready and
an cqual flep, towards the reat aengn of the
revolutton @ Atiording a rare mfisnce of ex-
emption from the vreat ersor ef human frail-
tv, when engiged in fcenes, which roufe the
pa“ions, Wt of factil cinz the obiot inihe
ardoref purliit, they buliilic fthemoit fan quive

[

hopes of their country, in e ellani 'E'.w;t

of an independent govermment, hited for
nation of {reemen, Ir

at
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Ir on the other hand, we turn our cyc!
from thofe who filled the civil adminilirarions
of our counirys to fuch as were engaged in
the more atiive fecenes of perfonal danou NG
b\ hold nothing which cin weaken the im.

reihon ot dic magnanimity, that mibied tic
founiers of the republic.

A1 the voice of d:nger, the vou'h of the
country raife the undaunted froat; {cattered
over an oxtenfive wildy at the mtnation, that
the contelt for their rlﬂ"ta, was to be a contell
of forcey and not of reafon ; feizing their arms
t'nr*y allombled from every dlrcmon. Thofe
in waole boloms, glow the generous fpar!\s of
miluary ardor, are at their i.cdd-- Alrcady is
the banner of liberty unfurled, and foon lt
waves over her {Hns, crowding from every
part around 1t: We fee their ranks clofe ; the
firm battalion 15 formed, and prefeats its me
nacing frout to the invading foe.

It is then that we rccognize the genuine
defcendants of a valiant anccltry, who had
preferred the perils and hardfhips of a favagze
land, to the protetling arm of a monarc hical
government. It was then that the world be-
held an exhioition, which had been alinoft loft
to its recollection; a {peftacle, which ferved
to revive the drooping hopes of tholc philofo .
phic min:ls, in cvery part of Furope, who
had nearily rclinquifhed the caufe of liberty
in defpair.

For near two centurics, the world had not
fcen a band of warriors arraved in the caulc

of frecdom.—For near two centuries, the
principle
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rrmcxp.c of equal rights appear to have b-en
finking o obhivion.—From the gl rnous
{trugglc of the united provinces, i» the ara
which we celebrate, among the nations of the
civilized world, the mmds of men appear o
have relaxed nto the fetlod calin ot paflive
obedicnce—The principle ditiufed idlel gene-
rally—The monarchics every where gained
ground —There exifled, indeed, C(:nkdefd(‘lt'b
under the name of republlc.», bm were they
repul)lics of freemen ? Alas! what faint co-
pies of the great models of antiquity.  How
hutde marked with thofe fine fearures, that cha-
racterized the republics ¢f old, and which
contralting the free citizen, with the degraded
fubjett of (urrounding empires, jultly alhxed
to the latter the cpithet of barbarian.

It was rcferved for the new world to pro-
duce a new people; the firlt fruits of its civi-
lization, who remaote from fcencs ot habitual
oppreffion, fhould grow up in fuch f{trong,
and {uch genume lcnfations of natural rights,
as to bid defiance to the encroachments of ar.
bitrary power, to which the inhabitants of the
clder hemifphere had been accuitomed to
fubmit. - A pcople, who fetting at nought all
the calculations of a mylterious policy, adapt.
ed to the fyltems of old govermmnents, fhould
dare to quelhon the motive ot 1ts rulers, and
den% its compliance with meafures in which
its reafon refufed to acquiefee,

Sucu was the American nation v hen it a-
rofe to the altonithed view of the old world,
and challenged 1ts admiration in the cabuiet,

and in the field.

B It
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Irwoudl ~exces! Iimits, which pmpr
cty ofi oo s feebicarin v fheutd U opre
trhd to open Yoo View the pace of s
tory, « d po.nt out tevour oblvivaion i or,
more propenive reced to the recolicéhion of w.a-
ny of the aucicnee, s owevai cnfory @ 1nan-
na the variets cwcrts wit b ccevrred i ihe
courfe of our tuurgle dor imcepoundonee,
After nan the SR RN b o oo, which
was promulaated on thiz culpeio o Gy, ownd
which, molt undeubicoiv, danss the pre-cint-
nence above all edier woi, 1t wvulw roGulre
more difcernmert than falls to my lot, to fhicw
which of the vy wife wcloive o that cmana
ted from that eftivable body . (hould wolt en-
gage your attention; wacibor we cadb our eves
on thiir meceratl n i the hour of victory,
or icgard thoir fortituae 1n the moment of
dcfeat.

Fouavriy unavailine woeuld be the endea-
vour 1o rencer the uibure of jult praife o
the brave defendars of the counnyy by @ por-
tial relation of the cigh teats of arms, winch
diﬂingm{hcdlh(ir cvicrous lurtem toe pubhic
caufe. Topafsan lﬂ")dl(lul&ht()il i uponihe
Arerican {uldur, it would be ifficuli to fay
whether he marits mofl your praife, when
after atts of heroie coevrage, he bs warching
in the full coreer of vicloiy ; or,  when,
overpowdied by vumbers, haraficd in reusat,
and cxpoled o the moft cruel privacons, his
undaunted {pirit 1efufes to fubmit.—AV4Eo has
not leeny at the clole of a canpaign, which
haa covered them with glory, buih the otheer
and the {oldier a prey to the keencelt futlere g—

cxpufzd
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expofed, in a miferalle encampment. to the
incicmency of a {evere feafon, without teuty,
without cloathinz. and, almoft. wichout fub-
Hifience, they bad hiude lefe o0 the military
decoration, but the mufk -t und the Iword—-
deprived, by the penury ol the public tund:,
of thofe ghittering charmis, which forin no -
coniiderable a part of the curaftions of mili-
tarvy  hifey, and which have been tormed the
- nomp and circuritance ot gloriovs war,”
the American army cxperience d hule clie of
war than Its dangers, ks difaphoe and s
fatigues.—It was no uncommon (.n’CllmHancc,
for a portton of the woor:, who compolc
the Southern army, to prefeat fucha pittere
of wretchednels, from a dcficiency of necel-
fary clothing, as to be un‘it to be immmu,
except on Lhc day of battlo. Yot ve donot
find m this diflreiling bruation, that the ardor
of the foldier abatcd, or that his wurmmurs
ezcrcaled—on the contrery, patience and
courage appear to form equally a part of
bis nawre—If, indced, there occuied afew
inftances of momentary defction from the
exifting government, they cannot be charged
upon them, asanabandonment of the facred
principles for which they wore cont ding,
for difcaining «ll olivrs of corrapuon.  thcy
never ceafrd to warn their anms asetnfl the
eszmics of their counury.,

Sucit 1s the American foldicr, however
much he may now have Decome tic object
of parual contempt; or whatever effort may
now be made to degradc hi: cha-eder in (e
public eflcen, When we behold an aitecia-

B2 Lon
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tion of unmeaning diffidence in the fidelity
of aregular force, compofed of our own
citizers, we have only to recollett, with what
an happy fect rity the nation has heretofore
rcpofed herfelf upon the virtue of her troops,
in times of far greater dificulty than can now
arife—we have only to recelleél, that at the
clofe of a war, in which the fufferings of the
foldiers had been pufhed to the extremec,
when in fhort, by their courage, and their
labors, they had ere€ted an empire, we beheld
them, at the nod of the civil authority, with
one accord, pile their arms before the altar
of liberty, and retirc with the thanks of the
country as their fole reward.—-Yes, the
officers and foldiers, who compofed the
American army, at the clofe of the revolu-
tion, retired, moft of them, with fhattered
fortunes, and to wafted fields ;—many of
them to wear out the remainder of their
days in indigence, and negle, and perhaps,
to calt a look of envy on the fate of their
companions in arms, who refted on the bed
of honor—How foon were they alfo forgot-
ten; can we mention a fingle aft, exprell:ve
of a delire in the nation, to refcue from a
melancholy oblivion, the names of thofe gal-
lant warriors, who fhed their lalt blood, i de-
fence of her liberties ? Not one. Ficlds of
the north, and of the fouth, from the frozen
regions of Quebec, to the burning plains of
Florida; fields, {o often dyed with the blood
of our {oldiers, fo often witnefs to their 1oil,
and to their valor; why are you not marked
with monuments, ere€ted to their glory? Why
has
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has not the national gratitude, by infcriptions
on military trophies, confecratea their valor,
as an example to the youth ot the country, and
configned their ~rtues to the admiration of
remote pofteric 2 But alas! of the victins
to the revolutionary war, how many have al-
rcady elcaped from recolicttion of their fur-
viving countrymen—*How fmall, in compari-
fon, is the number of thofe heroes, whofe
names are fated to be infcribed upon the roll
of fame? Pcrhaps, before many years, the
{cenes in which they exhibited the lafl proofs
of their devotion to the caufe of liberty, the
very {pots where combating in the foremolft
ranks, they performed their laft atchievements
in her name, fhall pals away from our re-
membrance, and be nolonger known: Even
now, may wc apply to them the words of the
poet. ¢ The lony grafs grows rank over their
¢« graves, the fons of the feeble pafs over
¢ them, and know not that the mighty reit
“ there.”

Tuere is little reafon, indeed, to expeét
that it thould be referved for America, to ref-
cue from the charatieriftic reproach cf ingra-
titude, the form ot government, which fhe
has cholen to adopt. It appears to be the ne-
ceffary refult of a free form of government,
where the opinions of oppofite parties in turn
bear {way, that no {cttled courfe of political
meafures fhould be fuffered to prevail, and
that we fhoula always find one portion of the
nation in difgrace with the other : Sull lefs is
1t to be expected, that the claims of individu-
al merit (hould be found to reft upon a more

certain
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certain footing, or irat amidit the fluctaations
of political epinions, their pretenfions thould
he urged wiin fuccels.  The citiz>n who ren-
ders important {ervices to a repablicy, hes
therefore little poofpect o a certam reward,
and can count upon little elfe, beiides the wri-
bute which his memory thall receive from ref-
pect of future generatons—iHoew noeeflary,
therefore, doesit become, thata peeple who
have choien this mode of government, thould
promote, with particular zeal, the culdvaton
of letters, which alone can relcue from obli-
vion wiaiever 11 the events ¢i the times is
worthy of being preferved.  Doubly fortu-
nate indeed, are thole who perform great ac-
tions, when they atchiave them awong a peo-
ple, famihar with the cuhivationof the {ciences,
they are at lealt fure ol recerving the tribute of
praife, which flows from the pen of the hif-
torian.

May fuch prove the fortune of thofe emi-
nent ciuizens, whofe virtuous deeds have al-
rcady graced the infancy of our republic :
Whilft wheir great qualities ftill live 1in the
memory of their countrymen, may there arife
among us, fome able hiftorian; fome modern
Plutarch, who fhall celcbrate theirmcritorious
actions, in terms worthy of tranfumtti: o them
to the rcmotelt gencrations of man,

AT their head—At the head of a bright lift,
he fhali place a namc, at the found of which
the heart of every American muft vibrate
with the keenclt fenfibility, at the repetition
of which, arife cmotions of f ide, and of

pleafure,
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pieafure, in thebreaft of every friendto virtue.
The moit fplendid paz. fhall be confeciated to
the illuftricus, and as he has already been
hailed by his country, the IMmmog Tt W ask-
ineton. Elcguent indeed, malt be the au-
thor. who ihell cclebrate his virrues and his
aciicas, 1 oadtrain which el be finited 1o the
gencr8us waniath of his enthufialtic country-
men—>Shall there ever anie an liftorany, who
fhall prefent to the world a juit preture of
that great ran, compurcd with the brightnefs
of whofe glory, the glory of «ll modern lic-
rocs appeais duninifhed and obfcured?

Wauen T peak of glory, I mean notto
1mply that deceptive glore, which fo froquent-
ly ufurps its place, and which, produced by
a {uccession of fortunate actions, {erves only
like a glittering oarb, to dittract the aticution
from the deformity it covers,

Far different is it from that high fame,
which conflitutes the jult tribute, that man.
kind confents to pay to thole great, thofc rare
minds, in which eminent virtues bear their
jult proporuon to emieot talents—who
fuperior to the incitements of a vain ambmon,

and vielding ouly to the diclates of a virtu-

ous principle, acvote their powers to the ad.
vancement of the happinets of man—who
unincumbered with the petty paflions, which
ferve to mark the variations ot human weak-
nefs, move on, in a regular and diltinguithed
courfe, exciting at once the :dmiration, ai ¢
the gratitude of mankird.

It
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It is to fuch rare, and exalted charafters
that is due the glory which the philolopher
may covet. Itisa bright wreath of fuch
tranfcendant glory, which has adorned the
brow of our American chicf—far, indeed, is it
beyond the fcope of my abilities, to do jultice

“to his worth, and it 1s only left 10 me 1o
repeat the with which I bave already expref-
{ed, that it may be the happine(s of America,
to poflefls fome able hftorian, who fhall give
to his charatter, that high rank among the
heroes of the eartli, that {hail leave few in
the parallel with him—but what we can never
expctt, is, that any command of language fhall
be adequate to 'convey to the conception of
future generations, a competent idea of the
warmth of affeGtion, with which the hearts of
his country men, have been univerfally mipir-
ed towards him.

You, to whom I adrefs myfclf— fome of
whom may have participated in {cenes of his
glory, and many of whom have witnefled the
tenor of his life, will afk your own hearts,
whether this 1s exaggeration.

Ir T appear to be too brief upon the fub-
je&t of this illuftrious charatter, itis becaufe
I am fully f{enfible, that any encomium,
which can fall trom my lips, muit apprar a
feeble offering, indeed, betore that thrine, at
which have alrcady been offered up the hearts
of a whole people. I am at the fame ume
aware, that it would feem like hule lefs than a
pofanation cf this facred day, to pals in

filence over that name, which, at the {lighteft
mention
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ve xk.\rinn of the pamiotce virtues, 1, the {irfl
o vuin iato the wilads ot the Amoricans,

It the vevolution reflects immorts! honor
on thaole who were m{trumental 1w etchieving
1, how incumoont isoie on thoie, who fie.
cecd them i the councils of the nation, and
who could not particapate i dhe glory, at
leaft to preferve the advaurages of 1t

T o do this, let them be careful to icceyp: the
national reputation, as nearly oy poliile, np
to the heighth to which 1t was ratfed by onr
fuccelsful firugale for independence. i wiil
be 1mpoliible to effect thie, unl.fs we con.
ccive a Juit 1dea of ogrown firength.—TE we
fuitir to prevail a feeble diffidonce of mee-
{uring our force with that nt other pations,
when the honor or the intereft of the country
thall demand it, we fthall behold ene benehs
alter another, funiched from us by thoic who
purfue a bolder policy.—The ouly mduce-
ment which can be conceived, for yiclding
to this crroncous {yftem, and which has fo
frequently given the ftab to the exiitence of
nattons, would be the vaia hene of enfuring
perpetual peace.—DBut, without being taxed
with indilcreton, we wmav, with propricty,
demand what right America has to expert a
much farther prolon:ation of that deiiral ie
conditien.—Reclized upon the bolom of
peace, we have glided down the fiream of
time for a fpace of more than twenty ycars,—
Twenty vears of uninterrupted peace, 15 an
cxtenhive period in the hiftory of nanons,.—
W hen contrafied with the wars and perurba-

¢ tions
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tions of furroundins countries. 1t wouls feem
doubly long.—Wiuthin that Ipace, cwmpires
have tappearcd, and others have anlen o
our view.—Can we claim for America, an
cxemptien from the ufual events whick: oc-
cur in the annals of all nations?— Removed,
mdeed, by local potitien, from parucipating
in many of the cavfes whch divide and em-
broal the powers of Europe, we are, never.
theiels, broughi o contact with them, by
the interefts which flow from a widely extend.
ed commerce.~—\Var, which s the enemv, is
not lefs the oifspring of trade. It inight,
alimoft, be prosounced to form an inberent
part in the natural f{tate of ail naticns.—It
feems to be, to the politival Lody, what o
tate of attivity, and of exertion, 1s to ani-
mal life; whilil, onr the other hand, poace
may be campared to that of reft and relaxa-
tom— The people of Amcrica ought nor,
therefore, to fhat their eyes to the uncertain
tcnure, by which that blelling 1s held—but,
whillt they know how to appreciate its value,
they ought, alfo, to prepare with firmnels (0
relinquith it, whenever the {acrifice, which is
due to the national characier, fhail denand it.

Tuey ought to determine to mect the
change, with a full confidence 1 thetr own
ftrength,  What have they to apprehend ? If
Ameiica, under the difadvantages of civil dif-
cord, maintalaed a fuccelsfui war for the ac-
quirement of her independence, againft a
power already eltap'ithed wi.hin her territo-
rv, and in the polleflion of her forts and her
harbors, how lide has fhe, in her prelent

fituation,
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scuation. o rread the efF & of any foree
which can be exericd agaioft hor?

To compare her actual fitnation with what
it then was—qurn her eves to cvery qiaricr
oi the globe, and fhe beholds her flap.—1:
therc a port, in the civihized world, (o which
e Las not found anentrance 2 Is there a
'b,l)', in the molt barbarous regions, to which
the enterprize of any nation ever contduclied
it, where her adtive maultry 1s not to be wir.
ncffed?  The Cupntal of h.or citizens, s
brought forward in a thoufand fhapes; ii 15
apptuplmt(d, by their fagacitv, to the ca'cu-
lations ot every chance, frowa the voll enter-
prize of an extenflive opcration, to the mi-
water objects of a petty trafinc.—Therr pro-
perty 15 every wheie to be found; it tloats
upon every wavc.

Wit the accellion of firength, which we
have already gained, what have we 1o fear from
the cnwity of foreign powers, if wce remain
but truc to ouifelves : provided we are carcful
to keep alive, thofe {parks which Llazed forth,
and which fhed fo bright a gleam over the
American character, during the war of the
revolution ?—1In <1l queltions, which mvolve
the national charafter, let the voice of panty
be huth: d—let us cvince a confiant unanimity
in maintaining the -<iignity and mdcpu:(‘encc
of the American pu,plc Theny indecd,
Inall we command the refpedt of i’urroun:iing
nanons—Then, indeed, may 1t with juftice be
pronounced, that we are thll worihy ot the
blood which has been fhed in the caule

of liberey.





