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ADVERTISEMENT.

WO WPNGN OGN WIN L hESHCH

‘THE merit of this ORATION bas already carried 12 throsgh
two Editions. This Zarwr, rarely conferred on awarks temporary in thetr
nature, and lical in their defigny furnifbes s, pﬂﬁm;mm of s excellencey

avhich a pemfal will fully fanBion.~The Publither has been frequently
| amportuned, by mamy refpeitable fnma’:, to print a thigd Edition. He
takes great pleafure, in tbu efirt to diffeminate a produllren, finyfoed
an its file, correlt 1m 1ts pglma, and fublime in its fentimgnti—a produétion,
which awill .l'g read awith admirationy when party divifion foall be forgos-
ten, when the obfiinacy of o}pnﬁﬁw Srall yield to the cogency of reafon, and

when Psxupn.-Feoeravism Ball be known anly by tradition,

YWORECESTRR, Auguﬂ' 8th, 1803.
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AN

ORATION

IT is 2 magnificent ipe&tacle,to behold a great peo-
ple annnally crowding their tenples, to confecrate theanni-
verfary of their fovereignty. On this occafion, ihe heart
of every true American beats high with a jult and noble
pride. Heftill hears the illuftrious Fathers of his Country,
appealingtothe Supreme Judge of the World, for the re&i-
tude of their condufl, declare that the United States ¢ are,
and of right-ought to be, Free and InpDerENDENT.” The
black catalogueof injury,abufe,~ontempt and erime,which
exhaulted forbearance and drove us torefiftance, ruthes
on his mind. He pafles in review thofe great men who
then burft upon the world, and who, endowed with every
virtueand every talent,which could fitthemfor thearduous
talk inwhich they engaged,appeared to be exprefsly com-
mifioned by Heaven to rule the florm of revolution. It
was.then, indeed, that human nature, which for eighteen
Centuries had appeared n:zarly to have loft thofe qualitics
which-alone ennable. it, smerged at once from its degra.
dation,and recovered the luftre with which it fhone in the
happieit days of antiquity.

On the. iflands of the Adriatic, the mountains of Bif
¢ay.and the rocks of Ur:, the Spirit of Liberty had in-
leed fuccefsfully fought a refuge ; but driven at laft
from al} that could dchght her-on earth, fhe had already
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flapped her wings on the glaciers of Switzerland, and
v4s taking her flight towgrds Heaven-yThe American peo-
~ple rofe——they burft their fetters—they hurked them at
their oppreffors—they fhouted they were free.—The
{ound broke acrofs the Atlantic—it thook the fog-wrapt
illand of Britain, and re-echoed along the 4/ps. The al-
t'm{ding fpirit heard it—fhe recognized in it the voice of
Lier elect, and holding her courfe weftward, the rejoicing
f4w her incenfe rife from a thoufand altars. Her pref-
cnce aflured our triumph. Painful, however, was the
{trus agsle, and terrible the confli, which obtained that tri-
umph-—our harbors filled with hoftile fleets——our
helds ravaged—our cities wrapt in flames—a numerous,
~veteran, and unprincipled cuemy let loofe upon us—ous
armny thinned by battles—walted by ficknefs—difgufted
by treachery and defertion—a prey to every {pecies of
privation, and reduccd to the lait mifery next defpair.—
Even then, however, this little army fhowed themfelves
worthy the holy caufe, for which they contended. Driv-
¢u from Long-Iland—irom the heights of Harlem—
from White Plains— purfued from po(t to poﬁ, even to
beyond the Delawarc—they would often turn upon their
infylting foe, and mingliag their blood with the melting
lava of the cannon’s mouth, foretel them of TrenTON,
GirmManTtOowN and Moxmours !

Bur it was not in the ardent conflifts of the field on-
ly, that our countrymen fell ; it was not the ordmary
chances of war alone, which they had to encounter.
Happy, indeed, thrice happy were WarREN, MONTGOME-
av and M:ercer ! Happy thofe other gallant fpirits, wha
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fell with glory in the heat of battle; diftinguithed by their
tountry, and covered with her applaufe. Every foul
fenfible to honor envies, rather than compaffionates ther
fate. It was in the dungeonsof our inhuman invaders ; it
was in their loathfoine and peftiferous prifon-fhips,thatthe
wretchednefs of ovr countrymen fRtill makes the heart .
‘Bleed. It was therc that hunger, and thirit, and difeale,
and all the contumely cold-hearted cruclty could bellow,
lharpened every pang of death. Mifery there wrung cv-
ery fibre that could feel, before fhe gave the blow of
grace, which fent the fufferer to eternity. It is {aid
that poifon was employed: No! There was no fuch mee-
cy there—there nothing was employed, which could blunt
.the fufceptibility to anguifh, or which, by Haflening
death, could rob its agonies of a finglé pang. On board
one only of thefe prifon-fhips, above rrevew rftousand
of our brave countrymen are faid to have perithed.  She
was called the Ferfey. Her wreck ftill remains, and a
low ebb prefents to the world, its accurfed and blightex
fragmcnts. Twice in twcmy-four hours, the winds of
Heaven figh through it, and repeat the groans of cur
€Xpiring countrymen and twice the ocean hides in her
bofom, thofe deadly and poiluted ruins, which all her
waters cannot purify. Every rain that defcends wathe:
from the unconftcrated bank the bones of thole intrepid
{ufferers. They lie naked on the !hore, accufing the n~ -
le& of their countrymen. How long fhall gr.xmuuc an i
¢ven piety deny them burial ? They ought to L colletied
in one vafl o/fory, which fhall ftand a monurrent to futur:
1ges, of the two extreme=s of the human charifter ;—cf
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that depravity which, trampling on the rights of misfor~
tune, perpetrated cold and <cdlculating murder on a
wretched and defenceiefs prifoner, and that virtue, which
animated this prifoner to die a willing martyr for his coun-
try. Or rather, wecre it poffible, thére ought to be
raifed a Coloffal Column,whofe bafefinking to Hell thould
Jet the murderers read their infamy infcribed on it, and
whofe rapital of Corinthian laurel afcending to Heaven,
fhould fhow the fainted Patriots,that they have triumphed

Dezr and dreadful as the coloring of this pi@ure may
appear, it is but a faint and imperfe&t fketch of the origi-
nal. You muft remember a thoufand unutterable ¢ajam-
ities, a thoufand inftances of domefic, as well as nation-
al anxiety and diftrefs; which mock defcription.. You
ought to remember them ! You ought to hand them down
in tradition to your pofterity, that they may know the
awful price thexr’fathers vaid for freedom !

It would be well, however, amidft thefe bifter recol-
le&ions, to reprefs, if poflible, the muttered curfe of in-
dignation ; to pafs in fil=nce over the name of th’at nation
which was our enemy ; and,if the effort is not above hu-
man magnanimity, to hold her,without annpathy, “as we
noid the reft of mankind—enemies in war, in peace friends.”
Of all the paffions which vex the human breait, there is
none, perhaps, which dupes ftupidity or excites malevo-
lence, like national antipathy. It hangs with a dark ma-
lignity about the heart, and gives a tone to all its emo-
tions. It violates not 6nly the evangelical precept,
wiich enjoins the forgivenefs of injuries,but difregarding
the maxims of juftice, and even of commeoen tenfe, it de-
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gaes to virtue its excellence, it tales from crime its gmlt,
and difturbs fociety by a furious denunciation of ven.
geance, ‘without beuﬁ able to affign its provocatlon. To
a man under the influence of this unhappy inalady, the
manrier of the unconfcious Foreigner, his geftures, hig
language, his.food; and cven the fathion of his coat, iré
fources of unedfinefs: But this is notall : He, who Ris
oncé juflifiéd himfelf in his hatred to a part of the human
sace; has furmounted the firft great barrier to crine, beé.
nevolence. When Amircar took Hanwigar at only
nine yéars 6ld to the dltar, and made him {wear etegnal
éntiiity to the Roians, he violated the moft facred dutiés
of the Father and the Man. He cught t6 have filled the
htart of his for with benevolence for the promotion 4f
biy felicity, and thdt 6f Mis fellow-men. Was there'nbt -
malignity enough in the human breaft, without éxa&tinga
guararitee foi its hatred P Or wasitto be féared that Hane
N1saL would too eafily have forgiven his enemies, unlels
forbid by thie awful religion of an oath # National antipa-
thy has been the low and ignoble policy employed by
fome governments, to fecure fupport in the wild wars of
their amb:.tion, but it is a policy which deeply affronts
the people with whom it is employed ; a policy, which 1
truft the juft and noble fpirit of every American will
fpurn. What | Muit we be Jed to believe that the reft
of mankind are foois and villains, before we can bave a
good ofiinion of our own wifdom and virtte ; or muft
we be worked into an idea, that they are all cowards, be-
fore we dare to place/a confidence in our own courage.
No! Let us have ghe generofity, the magnanimity, the
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JUﬁlCC, to give to all nations their due; let us dwell ol
thofe qualities which exalt, rather than thofe which dlf
grace them ; and let us found our glory én our own

worth, an'i not on their defefls.

Tue two great obje@s which divide the induﬁry of
the world are Agriculture and Commerce, Statefmen and

moralifts have calculated the eﬂ'e&s which each of thefe
has on the manners and and opinions of mankind. They
have been generally inclined to believe that commerce cori

- rupts,and makes mankind venal. Among the adverfaries,

however, of extenfive commercial mtercourfe, will often
be found men too deeply impreffed with the charms of a

‘country life; or thofe who have received difguft from the
anxieties and difappointments of trade. = They refleél;

that Carthage was the moft commercial nation of antiqui-

- ty, and there {o little regard was paid to the principles of

integrity, that Punic Faith becamie proverbial throughout
the world. From among the nations of modern times,
they choofe out Hamburgh. This city, which in a high -

" and pompous ftyle calls herfelf ¢Free and Imperial,” is

purely commercial. Confined within her ramparts, the

- holds no intéfcourfe with naturg, and it is fcarcely known
by fome of her inhabitants, whether the vegetables they
 eat are not manfalured, like the clothes they wear.
. They have no fafhions, no manners, and fcarce a lan-
- guage of their own: They never think of their God, un-
- lefs it be to effe&t an infurance againft his difpenfa-
' tions. People of all nations and tongues refort there ;

and when the Citizens of this mighty Republic affemble
on their Exchange, which to them is a Camp of Mars,
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they form a motley groupe, of dxﬂ"erent form and coma
plexxon, of different manners and religions, of different
accents and drefs, from all the different quarters of tie
world, united and alike alone in their objett—that of ma-
king money. There many a battle is fought, kings de-
throned and nations conquered for—half per cent. Mon-
ey is their great good ; every thing is bought and fold ;

hofpitality herfelf is fet upon the tariff ; and they will al-
moft give you the price current of an oath. Talk to 2 Ham-
burgher,whowas probably firlt a Dutchman,aRagufan ,a Ge-
noefe, or an Engl i/kman, about the loveof country, and he
‘will think you mad—he has no country, Talk to him a-
bout Liberty, and he will prax[é it ; becaafc he thipks
you mean a free trade. He troubles himfelf no further
with the political changes in the world, than they affett
the markets ; and if he has a preference for one country
above another, it is that where the beft {pegulation is to
be made.~~—Such is the fombre pencil, with which
Commerce is pourtrayed Agrzculturc is touched with
brighter colors. It is remembered, that in the carly days
of Rame, every thing virtuous or honorable was found a-
~mong the rural tribes. The cultwatxon of the foil gives
health and vigor to the body, and pumy and tranquillity
to the mind. The Luman form attains, in the labors of
the field, its utmoft developement. The full ¢heft, the
mufcular and brawny arm and the toil-ftrung finew, are
the reward of the hufbandman. He preferves with na-
ture all his relations, He every where converfes with his
God. He every where ccntemplates order, economy
and peace, and his fapl is filled with a delightful harmo-
ny. The feafons return with unerring regulant)r ; noth-
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ing is in vain ; every thmg proo‘reﬂEs towards fome end
for which it has been deﬁgned by the eternal mfdom, and
every thing attains this end, wubout 1'nter;f‘erence and
‘without confufion, amidf the low but tranfportmg muﬁ |

- of the fpheres. The cultlvator of th¢ foil i is mdeed 3.

Patriot. The habits formed in his youth neve; defcrt
hig age. ' The very trees and rocli: among whlch he has,
grown up, are objetts of' hls aﬁ'cﬂlon. Hr. lovcs xhe foﬂ
thth has’ rewarded hls labors, and he ﬁnds gnuﬁc m t};p
ccho of hlS natlve hllns. ~ Even the ﬁdchty of she homﬁ
Swifs was hot proof to that foyching air, (1) which
~ brolight to his remembrance the chayms of }us rurg) home,
Strongly, howevcr, as Agrzcultu.ré @ué Gommer;e may aﬂgf
pear to be hcre contrafted the:y are not na,&ural enSmIcs) .
nor cven nva;s ; they are fnends, and ought 1o unjte fo"
the attainment of a great and common obje& Ip th}sz
country, above all Others, do they requne th¢ mutual au{,
of each other. .45rzcultur¢; fupphes Cummercc th.h thg
artic! ea ot her exports, and wnth 2 rg:ady market fo{ her
returns. Commerce i her tum mcxtce the hu{ban man to
Tlabor 'bcyond his wants, _by admxmﬁcrmg to his epjoys
ments. Makc Cammérce the onlgbonora,ble purfmg the Fars
mer woulq dei"grt hlS plough and leave the moft dchghtful
country in the world to becpme, aé?,l.r! a k;owhng wilder- .
nefs.-——Deﬁroy Commcrce, the F armer wquld transform
hxmfelf into a wmder of ﬁlk or l;mttcr lacc ; or what,
alas ! is ‘more Rrobable, he would be aﬂuqted by no ng-
bler i mcentxve than h;s co_arfe appeutes hg would f,ed

,,V.

the laﬁ ray of c1v1lxzauon explre w1th1n hlm, and he

Y ﬂ *')“"':

{1) The Ram des Val.het.
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yaqld revert to all the- harrors of favage life. Is it noN
‘@ﬁomﬁung, that any man ﬂlould vwifh for the delrp@jon
cither of 4gricultyre ox Commerce, fince the firft ig ne“GT*
fax:y'm life, and the fecand ta uake life amiable. 1t s
thu, {pm; qupﬁr;y alone whu:h can be guilty of fuch mad-
nefs. But gf what is nat the fpirit ¢ of party guilty ? Ltaly
fails the faireft virtue—it overturnsthe Ratues of heroes
~=it ranfacks natusg. for apoifon, and by the midmight
taper cnfults with {cignce how to apply it. A tharongh
Barly-man forg;ts geven himfelf<-he is deaf to the fugged-
tions qf felf-love~+hg s gbfo;hed in the fole defire of op-
prg,ﬂ'}pg his ‘qpponents ; and if ever 3 ray «of pleafum
crofles his dark and. fullen foul, it is when he has futs
cccdgd in 1nﬂu;tmg fome mifery fupon them. In bin,
bhgd ex'g:efs, he nejther laves himfelf, his party, ox his
country ; but hc bates teligioufly every ope who dxﬁ"cri
from his opinions, when, perhaps, thefe opiniong werg a8
hghtly embraced as thev are mah guantly defendcd He.
the man he would famfnce for not adoptmg them Hre
can decrce to ARrisTipes the oﬂ'ramfm, and to SDCBATEB
the deadly hemlock-~and the next day advocate the juft
politics of the one, and the pure Yaorals of the other.
The party-man has indeed no principle to reft upon ; he
1s hung up like a pendulum, and in eternal ofcﬁauor}, 4]
flupidity or defign may. fet him in motion. The rapidity’
of his vibrations ate inverfely as his longth. Beware how
you indulge this terrible {pirit of party. There isno e
curity in the triumph it may obtain for yau.to-day ; to-
morraw the very inftyuments of thay trivmph may. be
turned upon you with affnghtfu] execution, The famie.
irregularity,which at one moment brougbt the Joyaland vir.
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. fuousStarroroptathe feaffold,was found afitinftruinent the
pext for the execution of the popular and i Juftrious
Smusv The {ame 'rmllottn( {evered the neck of Dawn.
' !ON, which has fallen on that of Louis: And Magprus
returned from the ruins of Carthage, to glut‘“’hlmfelf with
chgeance an thofe who had drwen hxm thuhqr.

szomuc, however, as thts barbarous {pirit may ap.
pear, it generally choofes its dwellmg in the faireft por.
sions of the world; and although in its excefs it appears

the implacable and mortal enemy to Liberty, yetit is
aearly allied to that genius of fallion, which lus afth'

raved her ftrong but untratable friend. This laﬁ, in,
M appears to be the thunder, whtch whxh: it {hakes,

refrefhes and purifies the political atmofphere.  Wherev-
er it has been completely filenced,  every foul and nox-

jous vapor has arifen, which could extmgmﬂx life, or ful-

ly its char'as You r y have the filence of death—you
may " have the patient defpaxr of ﬂavery ; but violence
will ncver obtain for you a free and animated t,ranquxlh-
ty. I’reland w:ll indged be quiet when every tree is turn,
ed § intp a gallows ; and France, had the energy of Ros-
LRsPIERRE continued 2 little longer, would have loft the
lgﬂ virtue that could rebel,  All hiftory is indeed full of
the faulons of freq States. Thefe, however, like the
mountain oak, appeared to gather vigor from the ftorms
that fkack them. Athens in one year, under the death-
like tranquillity of a tyrant, loft more ﬁrcngth more richs
es, more elegance, more glory, than amidft the boiflerous

agitations-of all her parties, or even the conflifts of civil

gﬂ
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Wari But thefe were not the beggarly and fervile cons
flias between a red rofe and a white one ; not whether &
- weak and inglorious blgot, or a wanton and abandoned
debauchee {hould be a kmg they were not thofe tem.
porary burfts of mlfery, which now and then agitate the
‘wretched inhabitants of Conflantinople, and which an ex-
ecution will allay, witheut exhibiting any evidence of its
juftice, .They fprung from that unbroken fpirit, that
wild and unfettered boldnefs, that refticfs, that uncontrol.
able, that fublime love of Liberty, which fometimes in-
deed miftakes it means, but never lofes fight of it objelt
~—which, while it feems to endanger, often fecures that
- ©bjeft, and whith burns with undiminithed foree; white
one generous fentimeént lingérs in the human brealt 't
fupport it ! I would rather, (e¢xclaimed a noble Palatin ( z)
in the Polifh Diet) I would rather have danger with lib.
érty, than fafety with fervitude. It is indeed bcttegm
bé toffed by the rudeft ftorm that ever vexed the po-
litical ocean, than to be motionlefs in port, and llke a Ce.
notfe galley-flave have Liberty ,only on your chains:
But is the human race then doomed to the melancholy al-
t\‘:rnanve of fervitude or eternal infurreQion ? Muft they
be forever buffeted from defpotifm to anarchy, and froth
“anarchy to defpotifm P If from thefe evils there is a ref-
uge, it is not in the energy of government only, nor in
the tame and worn-down fpirit of the people. Itisin
the diffufion of knowledge, the indulgence of political 0.

‘ ’ N ——— ’ —— . | .
(2) The Palatin of Pofania, His words are, Malo Libertatem pertcns
8am guam quictum fermitium.




(16)
pision, aiid thé cultivation of the focial virtués. Youi
thiy give to goverhment fuﬁicxent power to quell an in.
furteQidn—you ought to give it—but thete aré but two
caifes of infiirre@tion ;—<oppréffton and delufion. WI“
thie enieigy of governmént redrefs the frff ¥ It is but 2
aikksn ¢6 it.  Will it cure the laft ? Thete is no dvenué
By whick violence can arrive at the underftanding. It
miy be doubred, if afiong fifty thoufand Moors; the
fierce zealot (3)- who conquercd Gréndda <auféd to be
baptized at the point of the bayonet; thieré was a fingle
convert thie Gatholiv faith., It is the light of kdowledgé
alone that can diffipate érror ; it is that alone which. can
give a people worth and refpe&ablhty in the eyes of their.
tulers, and at the fame time teach them the neceffity. of
fuPportlng a righteoys government. Ignorance, by eters
nally broodmg over imaginary griefs; often prodyces re.
al ones. That acquaintance, which every one has th&
léifure (o acquire, with the {prings of human a&wns and
the leuding évents which have taken place in the world,
maht how the moft timid how terrible thatfccumvxfs,wméh’
abfohite power affords, and coinvincé the moft adventur-
ous and hardy, of the tremendous attributes of that free-
doth’ which exifts in tempefts and convulfions. Ceaa-,
ROXDAs, of all the Legiflators of antiquity, has alone the"
gtory of having known the true fource of republitan hap”
pinefs. He eftablifed FREE SCHOOLS.

MvuTuaL moderation between thofe of different polit-
ical fentiments, is effential to focial harmony. It was

.:,‘v-(‘ ey oy gt S -

(3) Ferdinand of Arragon,
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f2id with truth, fome thoufand years ago, that it isnot
the opinions of men, but their quarrels about thefe opin-
ions, which difturb the world. We have feen among re.
ligious {efts, the aftonifhing effeéts of toleration. From
the conquelt of Britain by the Romans, to the fettlement
of this State by its illuftrious founder, that balm to relig-
ious_d'iﬂemio‘n appeared, like tht lazerpitium of Egypr,
to have left the world, or to lave been confidered as a
worthlels weed. It was then that the fierceft paffions of
the human brealt, clad themfelves in celeftial armor; and
retiring into the impenetrable recefles of confclence, har-
raffed the world with inexorable and eruel warfare. It
was then that mankind, in contending for the altar, for-
got the God, and deftroyed, in the name of religion; eve-
ty thing that was dearto humanity. But when toleration
~ returned, all fe&s and perfuafions, happy in the fecurity
obtained for themfelves, ceafed to molef others ; and
piety confiding verigeance to him who has faid, 3¢t is
mine,” once moreknecled to the divinity.

Ir fuchis the power of toleration over bigotry and fu-

perflitiom, which arc uncontrolable by any earthly wif:
dom, whofe flights are above the fublimcft reafony and

leave the urderftanding wearied and confounded whenev-
et it attempts to purfue them—what have we nota right
to expe& from political moderation 2 Politics have no
forbidding myfteries ; they do not ftrain themfelves to
be co-extenfive with faith, which, expanded by the ardors
of zcal, often ftretches beyond the utmoft confines of

poffibility ; they never leave the earth, unlefs when hoift-

ed for a moment from their fphere, by the gas of vifiona-
C
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ries. Here every thing may fafely be brought to the teft
of reafon ; and here truth, when pur(ued with fincerity
and maderation, will not be purfued in vain. Evety ab:
furdity and extravagance neceflarily contain the feeds of
their own mortality, and unlefs they receive a forced and’
artificial exiftence from perfecutnon, théy will bid a fpees
~dy and tranquil death. . It is a powerful truth, that ne
do&rine hoftile to focial order, can long prevail among @
calm and enlightened people. Government has the fafé
‘keeping of the public repofe, but it has no tight to intera
fere with the confciences or reafonirigs of the governed,
An interference of this kind is indeed as fruitlefs as itis
injuft, How weak was I, exclaimed the Imperial (4)
Bigot, in his convent in Efire Madurd, td have endeavor-
ed by violence to reduce Europe to one faith, when I amy’
unable to make even two watches move alike,

T next political herefy after intolerence, which mer-
its the reprobation of every good citizen, is deception:
Every government, which derives its fupport immediate-
ly from the peopie, ought to waik in the light. It ought
to be able to meet everyinveftigation with a ferene front,
and with that confidence which confcious integrity in-
{pirés, A people the leaft enlightened cannot long be de-
ceived ; their good fenfe will utimately deteft every in-
trigue, and they will be terrible to thofe who may have
abufed their credulity. Darkly barbarous indeed muft
be that nation, which it is neceflary to cheat into happi-
pinefs ; and unrighteous and unprincipled muft be that

SR g | I P

o ]

(4) Chatles V, | C
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gavernment, whichwill defcend to fraud for any purpofe,
The falfe notions of the people are fometimes, however,
called honeft prejudices, and the deceptions of govern-
ment are hallowed with the name of pious frauds. Butg
every man of independence and feeling muft weep over
_that honefty which is the mere refult of delufion, and’
every man of virtue muft execrate that piety which
couples itlelf with a fraud. (5) In America, however,
*¢where the right of fovercignty veiides indifputablyin the
hody of the people, and where all are equal by lawand
by birth," if you expe& purity in the ftream, you ‘muf}
keep the fource free from pollution. If there is not vir.
tue in the people, it cannot reafonable be prefumed to
exnﬁ in thofe who are chofen by and from the pesple,
There is no magi¢ in an ¢leftion, which will make a fage
of an idiot, or transform a rogue into an honeft man,
Neither is candor and confidence to be expeQed in return
for violence and jealoufy. Every paffion conftantly
tends to reproduce itfelf in its obje®. Even the divine
ctommand to return goad for evil, having had to encoun-
ter the firongef propenfities of the human heart, has ob-
tained but a partial abedience. If you defire then mod.
eration and confidence from your rulers, you muft treat
them with moderation and confidence. Do “you atk,

what duty impofes on you the obligation of lcadmg‘hc
leading the way ? It may be anfwered, that if ever the
delightful competition of being and doing good takes
place, it muft begin fomewhere, and you muft have a bet-
) ¥

45) Apaxs’s Defence of the American Conftitutions,
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~ter opinion of the virtue of others than you have of yaux
own, if you expett they will begin it, .

Tuz politician may amuf: you with a favorite fy ftem,
he may tull you of the e acellence of thls or that form of
gov ernment ; he may paint to you the magic thcre isin &
Balance of three Powers ; but every nauon will be free or
enflaved, happy or mzferable, not by t thc parchments or
plefcnotmns of the maglﬁrate, but by the manners and,
charafter of thc pcople. - Should thc Grand Smnzor, by
his Firman, cftahlifh throughout h;s dormmons a Confti-
ﬁltuuon exaétly fumilar to that of the U’mted Szatcs,would
Syrw, Palgﬂme and Egygt rife fram their rujns, or de-
generated Greece rekindle the holy fires of her freLdom? |
No ! Slavery would there ftil] hug her chains ; the Arab
would fill watch for plunder behind tbe fallen towers of
_Palmym, and the barbarqus mhabxtant of Romelm would
ﬁep heedlefsly over the fragments of the Areopagus, and
the proftrate columns of the Partlzenzon. The Balance of
three Powers has been exalted above the influence of re-
ligion. But where fhall we find its excellence ? Shall
we look to the governments of ancient times ? They
have perifhed. Shall we fearch for it in England 2 Did
it exift there in 1he ablolute defpotifm of the Tudors 2
D’d it lourifh in the murder and exile of the Stuarts 2 1s
it to be fognd in the venality of the houfe of Hanover 2
Prerogative indeed has dropt the {ceptre ; but corrup.
tion peurs invifibly her aeria] acid on the heart, and fHi-
. fles there every noble paffion. Patriotifm herfelf has be-

come a ercenary, and the hongft Englifhman of the prﬁfv
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gntday, like Isaac, the tyrant:.of Cyprus, is well content.
¢d with his chains, if they are but of filver, Itisa lind of
quackery in politics, to prefcribe ane and the {aume con.
ftitution as a fovereign remedy to the evils of all nations.
The excellence of a gavernmen: does not confift in either
concentrating or dividing its powers, nor in an hereditary
or eleftive executive ; but in being adapted to the pecu-
liar manners and citcumflances of the nation where it is
inftituted, Superlatively bappy, hawever, is that nation,
where the pqqplc are {ufficiently temperate and cnhght-
ened to fubmig ta 2 gavgrnment of their own choice ; for
although Mﬁ'ﬁarchy may be Beft for fome counmes, yet
thofe couﬂ{ﬁes are, for that very reafon, more miferable’
maﬁwl‘ﬁfk a Republic ¥ beft. Every man in the Unit-
;:d éta&ﬁs who withes fa¥ Monarchy, muft have ejther the
¢anity ta'think him{¢lf more virtuous than his fellow-cit-
izens, or the confcioufnefs that he is not fufficiently vire

tuous to difchafgé his duties voluntarily. That man is
o lefs a revolutionift, who would rear a throne on the
ruins of a Republic, than he who would eftablifh populas
dcmxmon on thc deftryftion of royal POWEY.

It was a maxim of the great De Wirr, that no na.
tion hawever weak ought ever to relinquith a fingle pointy
the jufticz of which is obvious. That nation, indeed,
which dares not to be juft to herfelf, will never be juft to
others. Such a nation has nobufine(ls with fovereignty. It
Is extravagant and ridiculousfor apeople toboaft ofinde-
pendence,when they are afraid to make peace withone pow-
cr left they thould provoke another., It muft be humil-
_iating to every man of {pirit, and diftrefling to every man




( 22')

of principle, tamely to fubmit to the abufes of a haughey
nation, and even to court her favar by wantonly defymg |
herrival. Bafe and puﬁ}lan:x‘mogs isit to play the hero,
where theve is no danger, and the cor vard where there is.
This is a mode of conduét which may anfwer the narrow
and ielﬁﬂx vnews of a few little headfirong g, political bar-
gam-makcrs, but it can never graufy the juft pride of a
- great people, |

Peruars the expettations of many would be hére dif-
appointed, was the war which now rages in ‘Europe to be-
- pafled ever in filence. In that war we behald .{omething
to admxre, but much to (;ondemn It makes the war«
riors’ pulfe beat quick and high. Military {kill has there:
attained its perfofion—Haxnisar and Fanivs—TuREn-
NE and Conpe—M ARLBOROUGH and ViLrars, with all
their dwerﬁty of excellencies, every where find equa]s.
Yet th¢ {kill of the General does not furpafs thc courage
of the Soldier. Acrofs the rage of battles, in the deadly
breach, over the {moking athes of cities, and the convuls
five members of the flain, he {eeks for glory. In the on-
fet prompt—impectuous—terrible as the glowing thunder-
bplt—indefence, firm and calm, andi immovable a5 a rock
of adamant-—A magnanimity—a fortitade—~an intrepidi-
ty.every where prevail—Vi€tory has loft her infolence—
defcat her difgrace, and death his terrors. But we muft
return from the (plcndor of this {cene, wherc visrtue ap-
pears at onceto weep and rejoice, where Déftruftion her-
fe!f rifes on her pedeftal with a highand impofing majefty,
aad where Human Nature indemnifies herfelf for the cala~
mitics fhe fuffers, by ennobling the hand which infli&ts
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them—we muft turn from this fcene to the cold crimes
bf pohtxcs.

| Ox either fide, we behold the atrocxt) of the end &g~
gravated by the atrocity of the menns ; and the charms of

profeffion harfhly contrafted with affrightful realities.

Unnerfal domlnauon has entered the Lifts againft unis
verfal monopoly—while Libesty and the Rights of Man
have found themfelves among the auxiliaries of tyrantiy,
and religion and the Jove of order have been prefled into
the fervice of facrileg‘c and ¢onfufion. Liberty ! Has
the démolifh=d the Baftile merely to tike her fullen feat
among the fuins, and to hurl them ar affrighted hurrani-
ty ! And the Rights of Man ? Do they confift in the ex.
pedition of a trial, or the difpatch ¢f an execution ? do
they hang apon the lamp-poft or fiream beneath the guil-

lotine ? Are they to be found in provxmc:al Holland—in
diftrefled Liguria~~in divided chce, or on the dé folat-
ed mountams of Helvetia ?

ON the other fidc, docs Rel.gxom leave her holy placec
‘to trample upon every thing venerable in years, amiable
innocenee, or refpettable in vittie ? Does fhe execute
‘military law on the Catholics of Jreland 2 Does fhe hang
the” Fews at Milan # Does fhe mangle, and teur, and de-
vour the wretched Proteftants at Nuples 2 Do=s the love
of order fill the world with ruin, difcord aud muarder ?
Does it open the fluices upon the peafants of Bririum_?
Does it fire the kelp-thatched hovéls of the fitherinen on
the coafts of Normandy 2 Does it excite treachery, {edi-
tion and mutiny on board thz fleets of Hulland 2 Dozs it
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~ wake the furies of civil war on the confines of Almoricd;
and pay the Vendean or Chouan Brigand for the extinc-
tion of the human race ? Does religion, does the love of
order Bring fingle and double knouted devotion from the
wilds of Mufcovp, to fix her polluted altars on the plaing

of-Jtaly ? Do they —=thut here the full heart muft have.
vent—Do6 they double the fouthetn promontory of Afri-
¢a,to go and overthrow the throne of an indepetident mon-
arch of Affa? The bldoddf Sain wasas puress that of the
Bourbons—nas noble s that of the Brunfwicks. . Unhappy

monarch ! Whs it hot endugh for him to beHold his ters
ritories difmembered and devaftated—<=<his fubjefts
flaughtered ahd enflaveds-but were his throne, his fam:
ily; and his life devoted to deftruftion ? He defended
his power with a fpmt which fhewed he defzrvedit. His
death was worthy of a king: He fell gored in front by
many a wound ; and the mangled bodics of his faithful
fubjc&a raifed over him a gloricus maufoleum. Let the

pretendéd champions of religion, of order, and of ancient
inftitutions tell of the plunder each affaffin fhared from
the profancd regalia of this murdered monarch ! Let thé
firlt and moft celebrated Minifter in Europe infult his fal-
len fortunes, in cold and contemptuous irony, with the
tltle of Citizen Tieroo! Yet the wtongs of Citizen Tir-
roo {hall be remembered, when the {ubvertets of his pow -
ety the deftroyers of his life, and the calumniators of his
fame, thall be crufhed with execration, or forgotten in
oblivion ! Let us take care how we beftow applaufe
from the prevailing paffion of tie moment'.- (6) GEDZAR

pron.

(6) Gedzar, {ays Baron de Tetr, ﬁgmﬁes in the Turkifh langu"ge, butch-

er, and that this very Pacha affurned it as exprtﬂ'wc of his lcve of human
biood. See Vol 5y Mem, B. de Ta:t.




(25)

Paeni afid Suwakrow were the hetoes of the laft year,
but the firft has already become again the butcher of 4-
¢rey and the laft the facker of Ifmael and the blbodfuck-
er of Wm:/'aw R |

| Sx».goux.n we be mvolved in the prefent European con-
teft, if we are juft, we fhall have nothing to repent—if we
are united, we fhall have nothing to feat, Union is the
heart, throtigh which muft circulate thofe ftreams of lifc,
of - health, of joy, which fhall animate tvery member,

which fial-heal eVPry difeafe,and which fhall give a zeft .-

to everybleﬂing "United you may fet fecurely, like 4
mighty giant on your mountains, and bending a ftern

regard upén the ocean, dare the coming of the proude{t
foe. The little topical eruptions of a County or a State
ﬁ}a;lt yield :to the hale' vigor of the whole ; and every
part; reciprocating thofe good offites, which a dlvex'ﬁt}
of foil and climate give them the high privilege of ten-
dering acceptable—you fhall exhibit a fpeftacle, which
fhall awe and dehght the univerfe.  Policy, Genius, Na-
ture herfelf invités to Union. Bhe hasbound us together
by a chain of mountains which no “human f’cvength can
break—fhe has fnterlaced us by an hundred majeftic
ﬁreams, which pafs and repafs the boundaries of States 3
which, parting nearly from the fame fources, flow in a
hundred different dire&ions, difreoardmcr the little preju-
dices of the diftri@s they fertilize ; and now appreach.
ing, nov reced.ng from each other, wind ina ‘thouf-
and mazes, and weave a knot which no intrigue can loof-
en,which no fword can fever. Who will not rife fuperior

1o local prepoffefions P Who will not feel himfelf the
D




< { 26 )

citizen of a common country, the child of a common pa.
}ént ? And who is he, wherever may be his abode, whe-
 ther on this or the “other fide of the Chefapeak, whether
on the banks of the sz/[pm, orthe borders of the At-

lantzc who,while he exults in the name of AMLRICAN
wﬂl not régard as his brother, cvery onc w'ho has a txtle
to that proud dlﬁln&lon ? | | |

BE UNI TED !—was the laﬁ mjun&lon whichtrem-
bled from thc lips of our departed WASHINGTON., At
. the name of WASHINGTON does not a melancholy .
Pleafure fadden and delight your fouls ? The Fourth cf.
Fuly fhall never pafs, but he on it fhall be remembered
- He has ﬁlled the world with his and our glory. The
Tartar and the Arab converfe abaut kim in their tents.
~His form already ftands in bronze and marble among the
worthles of ancient and madern times, The fideli:v of
hiftory has already taken care of the immortality of :is
fame. His example fhall apimate pofterity, and fhou:«d
B fa&tion tear, or invafion approach our ¢ountry, his {pi.:-
ﬂxall defcend from the Divinjty, and infpire tranquility
and courage. Death has not terminated his ufefulne{s—
he has not yet eafed to do good, and even now he
‘holds from his tomb a torch which cheers and enlightens
the world.  He loved TruTit ! Let us love 1t--|et us feek
it with a fincere and fingle heart. It will. reward the

fearch It is great, lmmutable and eternal The fugx- :
tive falfehoods of the moment thall pcrxlh party and

paﬁion may write thelr names upon the plalﬁer but this
fhall one day monlder, and TruTH remain forever 1n,

fcnbed uponthe marble. But m:ﬁake not for TRyTH that
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confitency which conflitutes the mock virtue of the pref-
ent day. In the purfult of this prepolterous virtue, the
commiffion of one fault often makes a thoufand othcrs
neceffary. The unfortunate man who has committed u,
muft not allow that he has erred ; he muft not take coun--
fel of confcience ; he muft not claim {an&uary in the
charlty of his kindred men : But he muft have the fpmt
to adopt a fyftem which thall vindicate the infallibility of
his head, though at the facrifice of every amiable quality
of his heart ; and 1mpelled by the power of conﬁ&ency,
he muft prefa onward, though like the Leming, he mark
his courfe through life bya right line of deftru@ion. But
*TRUTH, though it never changes, never errs—it fhin=s

with aﬂlld and equal luftre—it breaks through the
clouds of ignorance and barbarity—it dnfpele the emana-
nons of vice and folly—and like the fun diffufing llgh;

and Joy, it goes on forever rejoicing in its courfc |
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