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W»H ATEVER great and:splendid events may have taken:
¥ place in'the settlement, rise ahd progiess of this country,:
“there is nofie-more peculiarly interesting to us, than' the @ra of -our.
‘independence. : A recurrence:to its origin, and amexamination of its- -
principles,” will constitute the  basis of our delibevations. this day.:
We have not convened. to:adopt. the capricious fashion gf-oriental’ -
adoration, and pay our submissive homage to somedeified bigos, or
- bend in reverence before an:imperious: monarch; but-to solemnize:
our minds to commemaorate:the birth-and redemption of our nation,; -

i . oy . g ! ;

and offer a tribute of respect: to the departed heroes of the reyolus
tion, Recording time has:never registered a'more yaluable aghieve, .
ment inthe annals ‘of the world, than the one about to pass in reviewd" -
before us. Thirty-three years has the grand luminary of heaven vin
‘sited our soil, sinceliberated from the contraul of foreign:domina~.
tion: Sovereignty and pre-eminence-have risen from: colenial sub.:
jugation, and Ametica.assumes a-conspizugus.rapk among the nae’
tions of the earth, -« . " e il 2T
The Stmﬂle ‘between thipoeun .and GreatBriﬁin, & stmggls’i
between liberty and‘monarchy, religious tolération, and gfoss super-+
stition, terminated in the establishment of our governdent, and the;
enjoyment of our religion: -~ From the first settlement of our: Gounis,
try till the time: of the revolution, our gevernors and laws were im-: =
ported from the kingdom of Great Britain, Fromsuch rulers, horh:
tyrants and educated oppressors, we had nothing to-expect but:the .
iron scourge -of despotism. Instead of parental.benediction and
watchful guardianship, the infant colony received nothing but the-
studied adroitness of oppressive: taxation, and the plenary cup of
chastisement. Taxes were imposed without representation, the wa-
ges of our hands extorted without our consent, and lest justice should» .
cry aloud, and injury seck redress in rebellion, thegpointed bayonets;, “
of government were already charged to enforce submission. *- This.
outrageous conduct wzought the patriotism of America into aliving
flames ~ The latgnt spark of liberty, caught from the soil they tyode,




TR oy

free as the air they breathed, was too elastie, too subhmated too re-
fined to be terrified with menaces or bound with chains. The A-
mericans in the noble defence of their rights, did not hesitate to throw
the gauntlet at a power, whose armies gaverned Europe, whose na-
val thunder ruled the ocean, With the motto of liberty or death
inscribed in glaring capitals upon their helmets, they Opposed the
lawless aggressions of the invading foe, whose armigerous hosts
were tracing our shores to silence the voice of injured innocence,

and drown the cries fof @ redreas of grievances. Our youthful Isra-
elites conscious of the rectitude of their cause, and assured of the
aid of approving heaven, were not afraid to meet the huge Goliah
with his murdering myrmidons, and submit their cantroversy to the
nghtcw Gad of battles. Lexington opened the great drama. The
dic was castesthe blow was struck—a lengthy and Leated contest
ensued, which terminated in the emancipation. of our eountry. In
the commeneement of this scene of dificulties, the star of Bethle-
hem poinged to Mount Vernon. - Washington obeyad the eall, rose
from retirement and commcncedihe grand work of palitical rede mp-:
thon.. Hight. -years e led our armies in:the field’ without any pecu-
niary compensation. He, with his gallant compatriots, inured tofa-
agite, familiarized to. the camp, and skilled in the art of war, were
pulsiiect to. partial conquests: and defents, till the glorious tnumphs of
York town, dissipated the impending, gloom of hostilities, and seal-
ed with an eternal bond. of fate the acknowledgment of American
Judependence. The British Lion crouched ;. the American Eagle
mhmg, soared triumphant ; a pation was born ; and United Ame-
ma laid by her arms, and sat dows in:pedce..

The vanquxshed enemy retired from our shores, d::sgraaed hy d%-
feat, and scarificd with wounds, amd:left their conquerors to erect
the temple of liberty on the planm they had wantonly desolated with
ingocent blood.  Had Washington possessed the ravenous.ambition
of'a Casar, & Cromwell or 2 Bonaparte, he would never have depo-
sed hie arms, till he had paved his way to a throne and established
a military despotism ta perpetuate his security.  But the lust of do-
mination, the pageantry of prerogative possessed no charms for him.
'His magnanimous soul, now shone with conspicuous lustre. He
was no longer a generale—the ‘ﬁ‘nderms implements of war were
exchanged far the tranquil habilments.of the citizen.

The only meactthat now united the colonies, was nothing but
the old confederation, defective inform, a mere shadow without the
substance: itcommanded respectbut could not compel obedience. Re-
desmed from slavery and suddenly translated to liberty, the growing
pride of state jealousies and local pre-eminence, had already taken
fire and threatened the dreadful pestilence of civil commotion.—




The:tranquility -of. Ammta again hg.tpg by:a feeble, tenuous thread, |
Factiona were edging their weapons to rend it assund&r, ,when the
new constitution, the fairest monument of human wisdom,. rose like |
the Phanix from: she ashes, of the old;,confederation, and anee more |
restored peace o contengding communities. .., By the spirit. of mutuy
al congiliation, prejudices: were allayed,. contentions yielded to thy
empire af reason; and astonished Ewope beheld in this distant lapd
the sublimass spectacle ever exhibited.on.earth. . ;Washmgtm s ciy
vic virtues ere do-lesg conspicuous- than-his military: glory,- He
was unasimously called to ‘preside over the destinies of that: coun- |
try he had been instrumental in deliverivg fyom bondage. : Mutua{
exertions and labors, for the public good moved every breast in the
noble thaught-of amdmmtmg the; conditionrof our infant sountry, |
Cheerfiliness.sav smiling. on every: divelling, industry awoke, .com~
merce . whitened the ecean; exhausted: cmdaa»waw remowd* ,qnd. ;ﬂeag |
teoys niunificence: crowned ewdry- exertion, -\ Dt a iy
- Thus - went into .operation the. bmorgaﬁl'@d geverg‘ﬂ_[ % pvet
witnessed by .man. . < Our. rulers were-selected: by Vi oo
They werc:nat:hotm kiage, lotds,-dukes: and-- mqmmﬁm;w&
olcvatedbymha fmemﬂ!gcsaihhetﬂ als.ggcord mg;t;gg;bg,m,, iy
* merit and integrityn:: The exetugh e;sudietﬂr&ﬂd%’ slativeeivess
were distinetly sépavated, and:cach operated as a;maﬂd&hc@kﬂ”]
balance upom the ather. ;.- Wisdain, eloquence and patrictism;illumi,
ned every. department. - Conurrent sentiments'of duty prompied
to- mblefemrtmon, and. general. philanthropy guided the coyncils-of
the nation. :.dMay: asnobie ardor pervade the gommunity, sofken;the,
manners, and extendth-ee&enr dehgss ve&mw ms'émmang to: the ' msg
Bt e Ry eftadd AT
agga» Lo Tm me tke memtag of %bc Wﬁrld wzth WEyaar e ;
.4 1% And sctence yet but sheds her;orient FRyS~d N
;a“l sec the age, ‘the age,rollon = .. % -+
~.w % Bright with the s l;:;?gis of her nud-day beagﬁf v

L. I seea Hmnerand aMiltonrise - .o
-+« In-all the pomp and majesty of somg, oo
o % Which gives lmmeml vigor to-the deeds e T st
¢ Achieved by heroés in the field of fame.” = v - ¢
Eur government was settled; and tranquility spread her deve-hke
wings around us, while other nations. were groaning-under human-
engines of bppression. The rack, the torture, the inquisitorials
wheel, wielded by governmental vengeance, have been used as in--
struments to extort confession of crimes, and procure conv:cuon of g
innocence.
- While this dxsgraaful rcaltty ‘blackens the governments of
* the old world, our citizens are exulting in security and luﬁuﬂmes
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-54 wwﬁmn and mﬁoealed‘

enJﬁyxug their friends s ficesidess - 'We have no Calligula to com-
mit ‘our citizens to the ravages of wild beasts for monarchical
amusement-——no Russian despot to glut -his vengeance, by seeing
his unhappy sufferers suspended on thegbmks of Wolga, writhing and
bleeding on piercing 8PEArSmmmtiO ° ‘unféeling Turk to sentence un-
heardto mfamy and death, an unfortunate victim for personal dislike.
Qur laws ‘Goom ho person. to perpetual exile: and banishment, for

"hberahty of -sentiment, orrexpream of opinione—we sed no unhappy

¢onvict torn from' the aﬂ'ectmn -of his fnendq, 4and sentéiced to tra-
verse forever the naked wilds of: Srbena, or- greet the bleak; mé

‘ melancholy shores ‘of New-Holland., 1 v

What heart does not revolt at the accm-sed p:ctur-e ef European

"cnieltiés-wacmeltxes inflicted by their, gev-emments, and sanctioned
by the approving benignity iof their religion, It is with the highest
 exultabion thoughwe dannot but weep overdreir calamities and sym-
? ‘\'pathlse in their afflictions,’ ‘thst we call o bucly country ours. |

b \

eountry, wd ‘haye néthing. 1 feat:from the open’ exaréise
ieuous and: studied tyranny of official
he rising genius of 'awolunon cdn

crtion.

ekl e v oved withsthe el e of obliviom, Our’ govers,

Atws:ate. the ibufldings uf eur own hands-iour penal
ma. the. world for the purpose of
&ﬁtﬂﬁbmgthe inhocent-—oly’ pumshmcms are mild but certain—our’
gedusations are pabli¢-—our trials in the face of the world, and eve-

-’ .f‘1y mqn«vm judgeed by those of hisiaquals; agajrst whogiihe can' have

objection, or even a-perdegalidislike. .. From tl?ls pxct.ure of

 jhrispradence, we can rest iy hépes in saféty,
e halls of American justice are not used as the mercxless altats

lof human sacrifice; nor converted'into'the potent engites of wilful
 destruction. -, Should the Wild machinatiens of power or party, at-
| tempt to wield the thunderbolts of, cenraged indignity against the
- firm palladi&m of private safetymshould intemperate zeal, black and

infuriate as the resolves of devﬁ%, point out 2 victim for sacrifice,
the sheltering tribunals of® justice. would open a covert from the
storm. Peace would greet the frightened brows of the antitipated
wretch, His genius unbsoken, his fortitude unappalled would tri-
umph over iniquitous perfidy and policy, and find: salvation in the

redeemmg arm of an American j jury: This grand bulwark of our

liberties, stands like a rock firm and 1mméveabie, on: whlch the con-
tendmg billows of faction may rage in vain.

‘In vain-may legmlauve corruption and executive deprav:ty, scek
to satiate a cruel appetite ; in vain may governmental judges, the
pliant tools of power, pronounce c.orrupt and venal decrees in our
forums, while our juries, the constitutional arbiters of law and fact,
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can interpose inflexitle in. right, omnipotent in.justice, to protec
~innocence, and shield from persecution. . While these sources, o;
public security are kept pure and uncontaminated, our independence
will remain, but should they ever be torn down, our.all must, perish .
- The human heart bleeds with sensibility while recurring ta (othe;{
nations, and beholding the solemn mockery of their national jurisy
prudence.  We sée the vital principles of their cximinallaws extracts
ed from bai:arism,.,and",sanctiggpdﬁ: by a continuance in iNquity.=
Other countries, with their boasted civilization, have faul and dead]
stains upon their characters. Judges ipfluenced by corruption and
bribery, become the willing instruments of submissive servility,
handling the crowns~despised victims without mmﬁg; interdicting
exonerating testimony, warping rules of evidence for the suppression
of truth, browbeating and. disgracing the persecuted’s conncil, tears
ing from the jury the decision.of law, and in case of their nog-com-
pliance. with the dictatorial opinjon of  the “courtly 'judge, are
threatened with fines, attaints and perpetualinfamy. ..~ ¢

~ The monarch points out the vietim for sacrifice, the disgracefyl
fme is set in operation, and ignomipious executioniand death. folo
iows. S R PP SNUUIE S AU SORE AEA N
Against such dark laid- plots of wickedness and villany we mpust -
oppose a vigilant caution. Let the hallowed walls of our judicial =
institutions, never be polluted with such a sacreligious craft of gov»
ernmental sycophants and minions: - Incautions security mﬁf@hmﬁ o
to sleep, while the arch enemy is laying in ambush, Vigilance is-
the duty of freemen. Let us have our beacons:etrected, and our
pilots on the watch, lest we fall on those fatal rocks, on which the
vernments of Europe have been wrecked and torn to piecesims
Cheir liberties have gone down to the gtave, and numgyous millions
ave now weeping over their own accumulated wretchedbiess, -
- Morality is the grand pillow that  supports our national edifice, #
 Mar its base, and the superstructure perishes. As we approach an.
gels, in the same proporzion our laws must be mild—if we resemblg
devils the forged chiins of untempered despotism must bind our
ferocity. Our government furnishes the’ only solitary instance of
freemen governing themselves ; and like a luminary of superior bril-
liancy, she is passing to her meridian effulgence under the mild
radiance of her own laws. Relying upon her own virtues and ree
sources for national honor and public defence, she will ever remain
a lasting monument of the patriotism of our heroes in the field, and
our sages in the cabinet. The ambition of America scars not beyond
her tetritorial boundaties. Happy in her government, and the
choicest blessings of earth ; rich in “wea'th and commeree, no defusive
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threams of power, or thirst for conquest agftdte and digtract her de-
 liberate councils. No umfeeling tyrant to bid ‘our youth throng
thpusands 'on thousands to the field of battle': 'no Ceasar to convulse
khe' tommonwealth and plaiit the standard of her arms on the plains
of unoffending nations. ~ Our glory consists in supporting eur ‘owh
overfiment i the bosom of our country, and dhieiding it from the
tontaminating touch of tyranny: “Liberty has awoke, arid’her mors-
Ing sun giad lens our ‘dwellings and brightens the face of natureiw-
Siweer i is ‘the abode of peatcé and rest, after the toil ‘and clangor of
?rtﬁs. ‘Before the poterit charm of ratlonat liberty,' crownis ‘and
- sceptres crumble in the dust, man mum;phs n thé sublimay of his
mmre, and approximates his God. o
“Let us dismiss our nationat partxah‘ues fer‘ﬁm two- belhgerents of

‘E'urope, cbserve the priniciples of faith and justice-to each, and er-
dedvor to culttvate peace and’ harmony—eanfqvei' our hatred for-the
one, and our attachment for the other. Treat theih both as enemies
“n'wur, a8 friends in peace. ‘ It 'would be seivxlity to expect andt
~ absolute degradation to receive favors from'eithier. ~ Liet theth fight
‘dreir own hattles and conttude their own tréuties, but - let’ A.mmm
Be free from their treachérciis aMfianecs. - We sre: u world by our-
“gelves wallcd arqund by the ocean, and. shxelded from that Em-eptﬁ
"fra\"e ity’s6 pregnant with mdngters and p gifesa T

- *Eet'ug itarm to value our énviablé éltuatmn, our ‘government, our
~ Teligion, 4hd our social institutions by a rehearsal of the calamities
- of others. Fhe foundation of European ‘governments have beeh
" Taid in the dark ages of obscurity, or lanted by the omnipotent arms.
- of conguerors. _England the most polxshcd nation in Europe is con®
- timually trampeting the mildness and wisdom of her laws, aund the
~Equality of her privileges. Her rulers are the fortunate offspring
of nobility, the accidental friends of family connections, born to go-
ven, and learnt from their youth to nize, and fenst and fatten
theiravarice on the hard earnings of the day labourer. Hereditary
succession consututes ‘an indisputable title to the throne. Maturity
of age, brilliancy of talents or integrity of sentiment are immateria
fequisites, The moment, the news is ainounced:to the world that
2 regal son is born, the wholé nation with the most abject servility
3ssemble round the cradled throne, with uncovered heads and bend-
Ing knees, and vié with each other in obtaining the noble boon of
first kissing their puling monarch. Thelr religion, practiced with
ostencible reverence to the scriptures, is more the offspring of their
,%:)vcrnment, fettered and shackled with legxslatwe provisions, than
the result of conviction and sincerity. As a qualification for office,
every man must subscribe to the adopted articles of faith, that heing
the only road to national prefcrment. Acknowledged infidels for

L3
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the gratification of aspiring ambition submit to the awful solemnity
of baptismal sprmklmg, and with forged penitence sacreligously plun-
der the communion table of the Saviour, as a formal and preliminary
requisite to future honors and emoluments. Inexorable persecution
clouds the dictates of conscience, and the honest dissenter is of-
ten doomed to seal the sincerity of his profession at the fiery stake.
Tithes, mortuaries, heriots and ‘every species of exaction are
drawn from the poor to purchase the prayers of salvation. . Such a
-train of impositions are studiously fastened upon the commonality,
and acquiescence but makes the burthen more easy. The sweer
sounds of liberty dwell on the lips of the wretched but like an zgms-
- fatuus continully elude their grasp.
"The tyrant of France, proud, aspiring aad amﬁmm‘st is dehagmg .
all Europe in human blood. His carnivarous appetite has feasted
its gluttony on the spoils and tvophied wracks of sub;tgmd prince-
doms. . The sanctxty of age, the charms of the fair, the tenderness |
.uf oith oppose no barrier to his mad ambition, no resistiice to his
wild enthusasm. Egypt, Italy, Switzerland, Germany and. others
’ have beheld this scourge of the world entering teir territnm;s, buteh-
ering . their inhabitants,’ dilapidating t rdments, and des-
troying the luxuriance jof sheir fields. Jvery nation that has. been
~ hugged with Freach: fratesjiity, or.c
“have been taught the polga: texpencnee bﬁﬁyorfet embraces, and
the slaughtering fnendshxp of the swords .; Fhey have made unsuc-
%_cessful attempts to maintain their govermngents and: preserve their |
liberty, but torn by divisions and distractec by factions their unit- |
ed strength coulé not be called into action-to resist the omnipotent
conqueror. Subdued by continual conquests, they flew from the
face of the enemy, crimsoning their éencampmentt with the blood of
their wounds, and rushed to the coverts and wilds for safety, But,
alas! they found uo shelter from inexorable revenge. The mgged 4
heights of their mountains, the happy fertility of their vales afforded |
no protection. The thunder of arms awoke the siience of night,
and houses rolled in flames, fighted the murderers to plunder and
polution. All ranks, ages and sexes swelled the slaughtered heaps,
Infants were pierced by the unrelenting sword, while clinging to
their mothers bosoms for protection—fathers were impaled on the
halbert, for rescuing their children from the raging soldiery, |
These ferocious demoralizers, instigated by the demon of dark-
ness, and placing. their faith in infidel philosophy, have torn down
the sanctuaries ot public worship, swept from the records of time the
€Christian calender, and built ‘up the accursed altars of infidelit; and-
eternal annihilation on the ruins of the religion of Jesus. The: bend
in adoration before a God, who fhev helieve, aids the armies and
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exu ts in the victories of exasperated cruelty over persecuted virtuc
~and innocence ; and who is filled with pleasure to hear the triumph.-
ing songs and praises of murderers, rise amid the expiring groans of
the slaughtered. ~ :
 Would to God, we could here stop the black list of Gallic depre-
dations. But progessive time opens a new volume stained with the
miseries of man, - Spain and Austria have been recently folded in
- the dreadful embrace, and the din of their battles rise in awful re-
 membrance and picture to the mind the frantic horrors of war.—
"Their soil is yet reddened with the blood of their own citizens—
the shrieks of the dying still sigh on the night breeze. ‘The unfor-
tunate survivors chained in servitude, groan beneath the ponderous
weight of their calamities. Napoleon’s arm is:stretched over Eu-
rope, and thovsands of his followers, subjected to the rigors of mili-
tary discipline, are doomed to follow his triumphal car, and scatter de-
golation at his imperious rod. His palsying stroke has desolated
~ they mﬁﬁ+ luxuriance of their plains, conquered their unsuccessful
~“armies by the superior genius of his discipline, overthrown their go-
_ vernments, dethroned thieir kings, and destroyed their nations,  But
- these hieroig patriots, whose love of emantipation triumphs over eve-
" ry sentiment of infamy, willnot always'dieam beneath the weight of
._t{éir;;sh!ins, and hug}'favcry as g delicious morsel. The potent e-
loquance of French bayonets will never enforce conviction, A tem-
- poraty cloud may darken the radiance of their political glory, and
invite to lethargy for a moment, but like a giant refreshed from
sleep, they will ere long rise, mighty in strength, and terrible in arms,
~ to rejnstate their deposed sovereigns, and rebuild their demolished
- governments. May the God of armies inspire them with valor, and
. crown their exertions with victory—¢ for one day or one hour of
virtuous liberty, is worth a whole eternity of bondage.””
~ While this mighty concussion of armigerous hosts has resounded
- through the ‘¢ontinent of Europe, and drenched their soil in stream-
- ing gore, three thousand miles of exulting waves have intesposed as
~ an.impenetrable barrier, and shielded America fron. the storm.—
‘Lheir citizens have been altermately doomed to traverse burning
sands and tread perpetual snows, while we have inhabited our dwel-
lings and cultivated our farms in peace. From this briefreview of
- the desolation of nations, and the ravages of insatiate man, let our
discriminating powers this day sit in judgment upon the national
world, and designate the abode of human liberty. \Where shall we
point to a continent or country, that we would exchange for our own?
Under the protection of what government would we seck repose?
Do we wish to follow the heels of Napoleon, or be immured in the
dungeon damps of Dritish shins of war?  Shall we wanderwith the

[
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Arab, or bleed with the Turk? No! my fellow-citizeng—the an; |
swer of your hearts is engraven on your countenances. It is enough,
that you can say you are Americags, the proudest exclamation ofi|
man! EE .
. Although an attempt has been made by the warring belligergnts
to involve our country ia i'ie unprofitable contest of lLiuropean hos- |
tilities, yet by the wisdom of her councils, she nas evaded theirtoils..
‘T'heir ambition, boundless as extent, insatiate as death, struggling
for conquest and pre-eminence, have burst asunder-the obligations
of national faith and public law, trampled upaon our neutral rights,
and aimed adeadly blow to our extensive and flourishing commerce.
Qur canvass spread to every bieesz—our vessels crouded every port..
'T'he surplus produce of our farms found a ready market—the harvest
of every clime was cu.s own. In this prosperous situation, in the.
full tide of successful enterprize, the Berlin and Milan decrees,.like
the thunder of Papal bulls, made their deformed appearances, sub-’
~ jecting to capture and condemnation all vessels that should trade
with Ingland or her dependencies. ‘England in the spirit of unjust,. |
retaliation, passed her orders in council, declaring France .and her |
allies in a state of rigorous blockade, thereby interdicting: all inter- |
course between them and neutrals, . By the gdoption and enforce-
ment of thesé measures, our commerce was cut off fromt more than |
one half of the world, and the remainder would have been jéapordi- |
zed by a forced construction of their decrees, which with an'inge:. |
nuity and a disposition to oppress, would easily have embraced the.
whol: system. To preserve our property from cap*ure, and cur ci- |
tizens from imprisonment, our government resortec to an Embargo—
a measure though painful to be borne, yet it was adopted as a cholce
of alternatives, in-a critical crisis of public affairs. Thelate overtures
of pacification on the part of the British govérnment, furnish abun-
dant proof of the utility of the measure. In dangerous and critical
times, our zeal and patriotism should rise in proportion to meet their . |
cxigencies. The opposition manifested by some. of our state sove-,
reignties to the operation of this law, portended fearful disaster.—
Could one portion of the Union over-awe the national councils, and
gain complete ascendency, then would aminori; rule, and your go-
vernment be conquered! A state of things more to be dreaded
than tyranny with all her haggard forms. Are we prepared by o-
pen rebellion to the constituted laws of our country, to tear down
the spleadid edifice of government, erected by the wisdom and va-
lor of our fathers, and bury the whole natioa under its ruins 2 Conld
sectional opposition prevail, and a part coerce the whole, our rights
and our strength would be scattered to the winds; as a nation we' |
should perish, as members of a community be lost. 'The disastrous

S —
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ttiumph of faction would barst the ligaments of union, and aspiring
‘predominancy trample in dust ihie last reserve oi national security.
X ho can contemplate such a stawe of things but with horror! Our
‘government is the palladium of our safcty, and a due submission to
its lgws the only sure guarantee of its future perpetuity. Our rulers
must participate in all the calamities, burthens and sufferings impo-
st¢d upon their constituents-~they must yield to all their distresses
‘and privations ; and will they incautiously precipitate a blow at your
liberties? =~ | o - 3 |
' Equally alarming and pregnant with destruction, have we De-
' held a collission between the legislature of Pennsylvania, ‘and the
courts of the Union:  State pride is alieady too predominant. OQur
'national allegiance is a paramount and sovereign obligation, and ac-
 quiescence becomes a duty. If the time has arrived, when the re-
- gular disinterested and deliberate décisions of the tribunals of jus-
tice are to be opposed by military force, let us this day uncover the
urn, and march in solemn procession to the deposit of our liber-
ties, SR IR IR =
 No period since the origin of our divisions more loudly-calls for
a forgetfulness of party dissentions, than the presént.  Joint efforts,
and united exertions for the common interest, are subjects of pri-
-mary importance. Let the public will be concentrated, and no per-
sonal gratification impede any arrangement to produce accord and
~devetion to the exigency of the times.. Let us assume a conquest
~over our passions—the greatest conquest of which human nature is
“capable : view the acts of our government with unbiassed judgment
and deliberation, and not through the jaundiced medium of party—
Let us substitute impartial investigation for indiscriminate invective,
and believe othef actuated by the same purity of motive, that we
“would claim for ourselves. Difference of opinion must necessarily
prevail ; and itis only a wanton spirit of trivmph and persecution,
that makes that difference criminal. 'We might as well expect a con-
cordant assimilation of all the elements in nature, as a perfect coin-
cidence in sentiment. Variety and change are the grand laws of cre-
“ation. But there are points ‘in legislation and debate, where oppo-
sition must end, and a constitutional decision be respected by its
~ prompt and faithful execution, or government ceases and faction
- prevails.’ - o |
Licentious party-spirit is the hane of government. It was her ac-
cursed magic that raised Absalom to rebel against Israel’s king, and
meditate ruin to the chosen of heaven. Party spirit, moisoning the
bosom of the Chinese, and edging their weapons for mutual slaugh-
ter, opened the way for the Tartar monarch to burst the almost im-
. preguable wall of separation, and ascene the throne on the degrada-
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tion of the people. Ancient Greece, the proud seat of philosophy

and eloquence, by the traitorous machinations of bribed demagogues, |

aiding the insiduous designs of Phylip, saw one:stroke of convulsion
paralize her patriot pride, and entomb her liberties forever. . Car-

thage unconvulsaaiignce rose the pride of Adfrica, Hanibal led her
Sty shook the firm decisions of her courtils ;

armies to glomff
when her tremBMM Tival mmglmg in the tempest overthrew her
government, and saw with calm composure: her broken gates, and

smoaking dwel lings sink in jrrecoverable ruins beneath the, mmten-c
ing tears of Mariys. The incrimsoned Tyber has often spoke insilent |
undulation the miseries of divided Rome. Ier jangling senatesand |

deluded populace, seconding the schemes of. aspiring demagogues,

often ended their debates at the point of ihe sword or the bayonet.
Brother opposing brother—neighhor engaging in fieite  encountre)
with neighbor-—impatient warriors, iike gather ing clouds, fﬂk»wmg,

their flaming chiefs, ‘mingle in civil cowbat;” and slaughtered: thou-

“sands swell the crimson deluge. The rival claims of Casar’s and.
Pompey’s opposmg armxes, wxll furmsh an awful lussoa, reverio be .

| forgotten. R | T e

The voice of aatwéu#ty, my 'fellow-cgmem, speaks tt:\ & Igudﬁr
and more terrible: than the thunder of heaven, to.beware. of our
divisions. ‘Tet us then this day, hefore we léave thesenvails, f;mpaﬁs
‘the threshold of this house,.entér into anew i:ovenant, aml solemnly .
pledge ourselves to support.our envidble government; the only soli-

tary monument of ¢ u«..epnon now remammg, along the gem:rﬁ quck
of renublics, - -

In'a government hkc ours, orgumxzcd of disconstant maﬁmais,
and eomposed of persons of different political opinions, quahﬁmnons

of the candidates for office, are subjects of serious attentiom: The '

boisterous declaimer, the unfuriate partizan, the sycophantic wor-

shippers of leaders, are to be dreaded:as enemies, and avoided as
madmen. - Like dustin a raging tornado, they rise higherdndhigh- -

er, while the more solid and substantial bodics remain unmoved be-
low. Their zeal is without knowledge ; their. patriotism without
sincerity. Equally injurious and destructive to our liberties arc
those time-serving, temporizing non-descripts, who are veered by
cvery gale, and float with succumbing pliability on the bosom of the
prevailing current. Accommodation and submission to the will of
the majority triumph over sentiment and principle ; reason is depo-
sed, judgment dethroned, and affirmative comp?acency yiclds assent
to every proposition. But the man, elevated on the throne of ration-
al fortitude, that looks down on the scenes of party acrimony chang-
ing before him, and points his firm and luminous course among their
atrugglmg hillows, regardless of their operation upon himself, will
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watch your interests in the most dangerous perils, and will €ither
save or perish with your liberties, ... -~ -~ - . . |

_The. Americanempire, raised to freedom and sovereignty, has
established . a political character unparalleled in the anmals of the
world: * Here liberty,: exiled from Europe, ha" cted her stand.-:

ard, ‘and under its banners, the oppressed and. Le
lief.' Persecuted humanity, groaning under th&W9M¥res of despo-
tism in the old world, can here find an assylum from persecution.—
While a. Washington, an Adams, a Jeflerson and Madison guide
the helm of state, and direct the councils of the nation, we may expect
to see our prosperity increase, our happiness mature, and alambent
flame:of glory play.round the altars of ouricountry.  The achiev-
méent of bur liberties, the formation of our government, and its un-
rivan‘edzg,grosﬁeritya, will furnish fertile themes of eulogy for future
ages. 'Posterity ‘will.survey, through the obscyring retrospect of
time, the:luminous corstellation of-warthies that have adorned the
revolution. .~ The faitl] page of history will be loaded with the
richness.oftheir virtues.. © = ... . o o
- The grand work is dene, the temple of libérty is built, and. we
- are'now basking in;its:shadés. .. We are thé legal heirs of the fair
itheritance of ggedf@m;zand if the souls of our ancestoxs; still;live in
our:bosams, rathey than suffer.it.to. be.demolished by gan invading
‘cnemy, -eight. millions of :people.shall thicken:the ranks.of oyr.ar-
mies; aid either shield it from destruction, or expire in the attempt.
- Not one shall survive to relate tha disgrace -of his country. Our
depopulated towns and uncultivated fields, shall again re-vegetate
with ‘the garb of nature, and the howling forest cover the ruins of
-our ¢itiess: ‘The savage shall descend from the mountain, and bar-
“barlsm re-assume her original empire. = ‘

s

" My fellow citizens, from a reflection of the past and the anticipa-
tion’of the.future, we have abundant occasion this day.to. rejoice.
The elouds and blackness, thit have recently darkened our political
- horizonm, have ‘been happily  dissippated, and the mild radiance of -
- peace follows: their: retreat.  Once more we welcome.the auspi-
- cious restoration of political harmouy. The waves of faction, which
- haveso long foamed, rolled and broken against the pillars of our gov-
- ernment, have returned to theix original silence. The firm, patriotic
- and dignified Madison, cool and self-collected, has out rode the storm,
~and now participates in the calm that swrrounds him. 'The historic
traveller inhis political peregrynation, will view this eplendid epoch
in our country with astonishment and delight,  Discordant animosi-
ty subsides, political fraternity prevails. We are no longer stran-
gers in our own land, but freinds and brothers. Americans by
birth or adoption, we have but one common interest, Connected by’
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cengemahty of sentiment, and sympathv of feeling, our exertxbns in

' revolutionary field of -conquest, laden with the garlands of Iiberty.

* the fairest portion of this audience to per form !
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¢ public cause must be mutual, our festival rejoicings in unison.

" 'Shall .not the American Fair: alqo, on this auspicious . occasion,
mingle their rejgicings with ours?——=—your softer bosoms and

ore susceptiilaliits, capable of hlgher refinement and'purer ex-
tacy, will add races to patriotism, and heighten the general
joy. ' Your mothers have once prepared. the festal board: and 'laurel
wreath to crown the reception of your fathers, returning’ftom

Twice, the silent eloquence of - female charins. saved Rome ifrom
conﬂagratxon, after the enemy had entered the Walls, and the defen-
sive armies were conquered, And is there no X;Jaxt: remaining for

es—a conspicuous
part that of smoothing the ruggedness of time, and diffusing happi-
ness by the brilliancy of your virtues, without which, our anniver-
sary celebrations would become insipid, our 1ndepend¢nce of no
value, and life and liberty be but dreary names.

If we retire within ourselves we have an exuberant field of exulta-
tion. But a few years have elapsed since the first settlément of this
country. Its rapid progress in arts, improvement -angd civilization
presage its future greatness. Here we see the fulfilment of prophet-

and blossom as the rose”  Instead of the murderous savage, chant-
ing hzsmrcms orgies and mid-night orisons, we licar the salvation
of the emer Pro; qw{ygﬂfrom 1hg desk, zmd he prayers of the
righteous ascending as incense before the throne. The mild
voice of friendship succec:ds i0 the war-whoop of the Indian and
the cries of the scalped. The smoak of the calumet as the recen,
conclusion of cruel hostilities, no longer streams on the desert air,s
Your sons are not doomed to bleed on your cornfields. 'The fond mat-
ron no more is surprized by the tomahawk while watching the
balmy slumbers of the cradle. You weep no bosom friend, torn
from your affections to wander in ruthless captivity, ov dwell ; m
- Indian camps. The retr ospect is gloomy, and the heart sickens in
the reflection——but the scene is past, the toils of former days are
ended, and those of you who were witnesses and sufferers, best knov»
how weak and feeble is this description.
A closing period has arrived to all ovr difliculties. Our naticnal
f'\me already extends from pole to pole,  and from the orient tc
the drooping west.,” 1If virtue and patriotism constitute the basis
of ous deliberations and actions, and unanimity cements the various
portions of our country-——our gove.mment vill remain, as firm a-
(1e'mon, as durable as ume. Its colossal col HOAS planted in the

blood of heroes, will ever «pnoit its Covinthian canital amidst the
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or of heaven shits sand the A nmﬁae rock; or lighe
fherce to the core the rwed and quaking earth;” thanione. paﬂi&é oi‘
liberty be’ destroyed. - When once .an ingresgion: is: maée wpon
- s megummal mldmg of our fathers, it rofffiles

c mll rapidly'
[‘h Bt if we prove ourselves worthy of the inestimable bless-
ings ‘we enjoy, the combined forces of the whole world can never
“wiest them fromus.  And when time, the morning of our existence
- shall close on the sight, thewoice of trumpet-tongued angels shall
- welcome our reception to the'high chancery of hea"en, there to min-
gle w:th the martyrs of the mvolutmn. -

DANIEL H. BUELL,




