. AN

O RAT 1T O N,

DELIVERED JULY 4, 1789,

AT THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, IN ARCH STREET,
PHILADELPHIA, )

BY THR

Rev. WILLIAM ROGERS, A. M.

FROFESSOR OF ENGLISH AND ORATORY, IN THE COLLEGE
AND ACADEMY OF PHILADELPHIA,

TO WNICH 18 ADDED,

A PR AY E R,

DELIVERED ON THE SAME OCCASION,

5y THE Rev. ASHBEL GREEN, A.M.

JUNIOR PASTOR OF THE SECOND TFRESBYTERIAN CHURCII,

PUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST OF THE PEXNN-
SYLVANIA SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATL

[—— T o T e

L

PRHRILADELPHIA:
PriNTeD vor T.DOBSON, AT TUY STONE 1LOUSE, SECOND STRELT,

MDCC LXXXIN,



TO HIS EXCELLENCY
THOMAS MIFFLIN, Esq. PresinixT;
THE HONOURABILE
THOMAS M‘KEAN, Esq. Vice-PRESIDENT;
AND THE
MEMBERS RESPECTIVELY,

OF 1HE

PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI:

TYE FOLLOWING

O R. A T 1 O N,

IS,
WITH AL DUE DEFERLENCE AND ESTY M,
HUMBLY INSCRIBED,
BY THFIR AFICTIONATE FRIEZND,

AND AOST OBEDIEN I SERVANT,

WILLIAM ROGERS,



AT an Annual Mceting of the Pennfyloania Sociely of the
Cincinnatiy, held at the State Houfe, in Philadelphia, July

On Motion, unanimoufly refoived,

THAT the Thanks of this Society be prefented to the Rev.
WiLrLiaM RoGERrs, for the oraTion delivered this day by
him ; and that he be requefted to furnifth a Copy thereof for Pu-
blication.—Al{v, to the Rev. ASHBEL GREEN, for thc PRAY-
Er delivered by him on the fame occafion; and that Mr, Greex
be fikewife requefied to favour the Society with a Copy thercof
for the Prefs,

Extrall from the Minutes.

RICHARD FULLERTON, Sec'ry.



AN

ORATION, &.

FritNDs, BRETHREN, aud
FeLrLow-CiTiZENS !

IT is cuftomary to preface every public addrefs
with fome apology, either to denote the dif.
fidence of the fpeuker, or to engage the candoy
of the audience. On the prefent occafion, it is
not a mere compliance with form, but a fincere
confcioufnefs of imperfetion, that induces me
to obtrude a fingle remark of a perfinal nature,

Indeed, I have more than common reafon to
{olicit your indulgence; for, though at aff times
uncquat to the taftk which has wnexpediedly de-
volved upon me, and in which I have reluctantly
engaged; the want of fufficient opportunity tor
the duearrangement of fuch a perforinance, adds
not a little to my embarrafsinent,

A change in the fituation of the ceNTrLEMAN®
who was originally appointed, and, T believe,
prepared to deliver the annual Oration, has ren-
dered it proper to excufe him :~—and, I lament,
that there was no alternative, but cither 1o dif-
appoint the expettations of this aundience, or to

Subflitute an exertion of my humble telents.
The

® His Excellency Tuosas Mivruas, Preldent o) tie Stae,



( 6 )

The motive will, I am perfuaded, atone, in
fome degree, for the defeltive cxecution of the
undertaking ; and, wheri 1 refle&t before wHom
I fpeak, I fecl confiderable relief in the aflurance,
that the susjecT 1T7seLF will naturally intereit
your favor and attention, independent of all the
energy of compofition, or the graces of elocu-
tion !

THE objedts of THis pDAY’S commemoration
naturally infpire the mind with /entiments of ad-
miration and delight '—Not fuch fentiments as
prevail where ancient ufage or capricious fathion
has prefcrib’d the feftival, in honour of fome
vifionary faint or pampered monarch:—But fuc/s
as invigorate the contemplative mind, and give
new fplendor to the human character :—

IT 15 THE SABBATH OF OUR FREEDOM !~—

Every friend of fcience, every lover of mankind,
is interefted in the event which 1T records ;
for, cven at this carly period, the amimating rays
of our new Conflellation have been felt on the ex-
haufted foil of Europe, and have penetrated the
barbarous fhades of Africa!

Governments have been overthrown by vio-
lence, or undermircd by treachery; the ftand-
ard of liberty has been violated by the hand of
defpotifm ; and the dominion of the world has
been fluGtuating and precarious :=—But in the
long catalogue of fublunary viciffitudes, no pa-
rallel can be found, fimilar to that which we ar¢

now called upon to cclcbrate.
The
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The caufes and effcéls of national revolutions
have generally been difproportionate.  The wan-
ton violence of one individual, was the ground
of changing the monarchy of Rome into a re-
public, and that republic was eventually fub.
verted by the polithed ambition of another.—
Caprice influenced the people, as ambition urg-
ed their leaders.—T1he motive and the means of
every enterprize were held to be equally juftified
~ by the end ; and thus, however magnificent the
Juperflruitures have appeared, the foundations of
ancient power were {eldom the work of reafon
and of juftice. |

To thefe illuftrations, the hiftory of medern
times has added the force of religions bigotrv up-
on the uncultivated mind :—and, perhaps, the
naticn, whole conduit has furnithed the occafion
of this addrefs, aflords, likewife, the ftronpeft
inftance, how far popular entbujiafm may he con-
verted into a political inftrument, by a fkilful
impoftor.

But let us turn to the more pleafing contem-
plation of a2 REVOLUTION not lefs extraordinary
In its confequences, than in the means by.which it
was produced.—1hofe who beit kinew the fitu-
ation of Anierica betore the late conteft, will be
the readicft to bear teftimony in honor of the
virtues of her inhabitants.

““ Difperfed througliout an immentfe continent;
free as the wilds of narure which furrounded
them; amidft rheir recks, their mountains, the
valt plains of their defarts ; on the confines of

thofe
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thofe forefts in which all is ftill in its favage
ftate, and where there are no traces of either the
flavery or the tyranny of man, they feemed to
receive from every natural object a leflon of
LIBERTY and INDEPENDENCE.” Devoted. to
agriculture and to commerce ; to ufeful labours
which elevate and fortify the foul, by infpiring
fimplicity of manners ; and hitherto, as far re-
moved from riches as from poverty, they were
not corrupted either by the excefls of luxury,
or the cxcefs of want; * Feed us with food
convenient for us, left we be full and deny thee
and fay, WHo 1s THE LorD? or left we be poor
and fteal, and take the name of our Gop invain,”
was thetr united prayer. It is in this ftate, above
all others, that the man, who enjoys liberty, is
moft capable to maintain it, and to evince his
jealoufy, in the defence of that right, which has
bzen tranfmitted to him, as the moft certain fe-
curity for every other—the rR1GHT, not to be
taxed without his own confent, exprefled by
himfelf or his reprefentative.

Such scas the fituation of America; and as
the principles of her oppofition to the Byitith go-
vernment did not originate 1n a factious or cor-
rupt ftate of fociety, neither did intrigue warp
her councils, nor accident direét her operations.
No Caxsar courted with infidious benevolence;
no Cromwel, fafcinated with diffembled fervor
—but, be it forever remembered, that REASON
fuzgefted oppolition to tyranny; and fortitude
led the way to glory.—~The love ot frecedom,
drawn into altion by a juit fenfc of injury, was
the great characteriitic of the revel, whigl:,

quic.:
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quick as the cleftric flame, fpréad at once
throughout our continent.

' Frecdom! fair Freedom! fprang from Heaven
By the SUPREME to Us 'twas given.'

To enumerate the various acts of the Britifh
parliament, which werc obnoxious to the /Ziber-
tics of America, would, at this time, be fuper-
fluous. That glorious inffrument, in which the
feparation of the two countries is announced,
has likewife declared the fources of animofity ;
with an honorable zeal of juftifying our refift-
ance to the world ;" and of perpetuating the re-
colletion of thofe calamities, from which we
have efcaped. Nor is it a vain and unprofita-
ble record; for, hence pofterity may learn to
Fuard the avenues to the temple of Frcedom,
rom the firflt approaches of tyranny, and to de-
te€t oppreflion 1n all her variety of fhapes.

. Imprefs it, thercfore, my fellow citizens, on
the hearts of your children; next to their reli-
gion, let them lifp it in their carly years and in-
graft it on their riper ftudics.—~You will thus
at once excite their gratitude, for the bleflings,
which your labours, by a kind {uperintending
providence, have procured—and inftruct them,
by what means thofe bleflines may, by an hum-
ble rehiance on the fame providence, be Dbeft
protected and preferved.

Neither is it ncceffary to engage in a re-
trofpet of the particulars which occurred, dur-
ing the arduous conihi&t, ¢ trom the gloom of
unfuccefsful fupplication, to the fplendor of vie-

B tory
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tory and acknowledged fovereignty.”” What
memory teems not with the recollection of the
wifdom, the eloguence, and perfeverance of our
confederated f{tatefinen? What hand with-
holds the LAaureL fo juftly due to the intrepi-
dity and virtue of our patriotic warriors #=—To
enlarge on this theme, would be to reproach
the integrity of our country, and might offend
the delicacy of an audience, compofed ‘of ma-
ny principal ators in thofe fcenes to which it
refers.  To hiftory, thercfore, let the tatk be-
configned! Hiftory, which from this illuftri-
ous epocha, fhall produce a richer page than all
that Greece and Rome have opened.

Ambition in other countries, and in every
age, has been the almoft infeparable concomi-
raint of merit; hence have fprung the honors
and diftin&ions, the titles and the trappings -
which decorate, with adventitious glare, the
anxious walks of public life.  Contemplate the
tumphs of e ancients 3 behold the elevation
of the moderns—and we muft lament over the
depraviry or weaknefs of human nature, in
tracing the incentive and the end of ation to
the gilded car, or ceremonial ribband.

‘The plunder of a province has purchafed
the venai fulirage of a depreciated Roman fe-
mate 5 and Kings have often placed their hono.
vary ftars, on brealts, fronr which not a fingle
ray of virtue could be reflected !

In America, a nobler criterion has arifen,—
Her {ons have felt no influence, but the glory
and
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and profperity of their country ; and have claim.-
ed no remuneration, but the honor and blifs,
which naturally accompany the .cr, that has
refcued her from oppreflion. THus, THE Ho-
NORS OF AN AMERICAN, ARE, TIIE CONFI-
'DENCE AND APPROBATION OF HI6 FELLOW
citTizeNs.—~Thefe depend not upon chance;
proceeding from the mind, they cannot be pur-.
chafed by the affluent, nor extorted by the pow.
erful ; operating upon rational principles, ca-
price cannot grant, nor prejudice withhold them.
Has any one proved his wifdom in council f—
the public voice pronounces his encomium, and
calls him to the SExaTE. Who has difplayed
his valour in the field, and meets not the cor-
dial pr.auptT of his country f—And when has
even the uniform pradtice of virtue in private
lite, efcaped the attention of a pcople, convinced
that piety isa juft evidence of wifdom, and that
induftry is the beft aflurance of focial zeal and
probity ? 'What is it but a political demonftra-
tion of gratitude; when the labours of the pa-
triot are rewarded by his being employed in
thofe flations, which enable him to continue
his fervices to his country ?

From what has been advanced, 1 am natu-
rally led to a confideration of the origin and
principles of the fociety of the CINCINNATI—
an inftitution founded upon 3 bafis the moft ho.
norable, with views the moft friendly, humane,
and patriotic! But it will be greatly advanta-
geous to the confideration of this fubjet, in the
firft inftance to advert to the origin and nature
of fome of the principal orders, which have been

eftablifhed
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¢Qablihed in Europe; for, while the fociety of
the Cincinnatiy, on the one band commands ap-
srobatton and refpect, we fhall hardly conceive
¢ the other, how men endowed with reafon
Hhould have introduced thofe orders at all, much
lefs, that they fhould ever become the ftamp of
pre-cmincece and the emblem of wobility.~Thus,
by the wild enthufiafm of the holy wars, many
ordcrs were generated—thefe were principally of
a1 complicated defign—to adminifter reliet to the
wants and maladies of the holy torces, as well
as to co-operate in their military exertions againil.
the common enemies of Chriftianity. Yo fuch
(of which the Tcutonic order and the order of St.
Lazarus were the moft diftinguifhed), and ro
other clafles of religious and humane aflocia-
tions, which have obrained the name, forms,
and diftin¢tions of orders, I wifh to avoid any
particular allufion ; for pious ardor, though ton
trequently mifguided, i1s neverthelels entitled to
reipeft,

The marriages of fovereigns have alfo been a
fertile fource trom which orders have procegded.
"Yhe gelden flecee of Spain—and the clephant of
Denmerk, are of this defcription j—~the former
wits probably gmblematical of the riches of the
bride (Habella of Portugal)—and the latter may
have been chofen, as tvpical of the qualities
which fhould adorn the matrimonial upion,—
intelligence and generofity of temper on the part
of the hufband, meeknels and complacency on
the part of the wife.

Viltories have likewife praduced many orders.
- Amoug
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Among thefe the Genet of France, which conti-
nued for a feafon in much repute, commemeo-
rated the conqueft of Martel over an Arabjan
army.—And the wing of St. Michacl was efta-
blithed by A/phonfo of Portugal, in gratitude for
the fuppofed aid afforded him by the angel Mi-
chael, to which Alphonfo afcribed his fuccefs
in an important battle.

The orders of military merit are common
throughout Europe.—The voice of power has
called them into e¢xiftence, as inftruments of its
own prefervation. But by far the moft nume-
rous lift of ¢rders, has arifen from the whim,
fuperflition or gallantry of their founders.—
The order of the HorLy Guiost, was inftituted,
becaufe mere chance produced on a Whitfunday
three great cevents in the life of Henry Ill. of
France, namely, his birth—his election as king
of Poland—and his accetlion to the Gallic throne,
The trifling incident of a lady dropping her gar-
ter was the origin of the moft celebrated srder
of England. At Venice an order once exifted,
called, the knights of the flocking, becaufe the
members wore a motley, coloured ftocking on
the nightleg, and a green Fue on the left. From
the act of bathing, the knights <f the batlh received
their name.  The thifile was inftituted in me-
mory of a crofs, which 1t is alledged appeared
in the heavens, like the ¢rofs of St. Andrew.
Indeed the very titles and badges of fome orders,
might fairly excite ridicule and contempt.—1
(hall not trefpafs on your patience in enumerat-
ing them, as the moft {triking one of this pe-
cics, may properly include the whole; 1 mean

? the
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the ORDER OF FooLs, founded by Adolphus,
count of Cleves, on the feaft of St. Rumbert.

. Y am perfuaded that the mind of every hear-
er, has already anticipated the contraff between
fuch inftitutions and that to which the indcpen-
dence of America has given birth.—The Socicty
of the Cincinnati, ftands on a bafis, equally new
and interefting ;—and, although fufpicion, or
prci'_udice, may, for a time, endeavour to mifre-
prelent, or pervert, its principles ; yet while for-
titude, patriotifm, and benevolence, are cherifh-
ed hy mankind; this aflociation muft flourifh,
as the great model of thofe virtues. To reca-
pitulate the fundamental objeéts of aur inftitu-
tion, is, indeed, to propounce its beft panegyric:
—For, though it derives no aid or influcnce
from a regal fiat (that vital fpark of Eurapean or-
ders) it neverthelefs fhines refplendent with the
native dignity of its own character. To com-
memorate the revolution of thefe United States,
is the prominent feature of aur fociety—and whe.
ther we regard the caufes which led to the re.
volution—the means by which 1t has been ac-
complithed ; or the effeéts thereby produced—
who, for 2 moment, can withhold a tribute of

reverence and of gratitude?

- To have ftruggled fuccefsfully againft oppref-
fion ;~to have purchafed liberty and INDEPEN-
DENCE, by ail the horrors of a Xreadful wir j—
are only local oencfits, which form but an incon-
fiderable part of the triumphs of America. On
the rights of mankind, which heretofore were a
theme of mere fpeculation, fhe has furnithed a

practical
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pradical leflon to the world. In every quarter,
with honeft pride, fthe may trace the improve-
ment of focial life, the advancement of ufeful
knowledge, and the general increafe of human
happinefs, as the refult of her aufpicious example.
'To France fhe has made a noble return of fervi-
ces, by infpiring thofe fentiments, which have
introduced a milder adminiftration of govern-
ment—and emancipated the great body of the
people fron: the thraldom of the nobles.

The fpirit which has excited fo univerfal a
deteftation of the flave frade, and of flavery,
originated in AMERICA~—and even that country
which refifted to the utinoft all our well found-
ed claims, feems, at length, inclined to make
fome atonement, by yielding to our exertions
in favour of the violated rights of others.—
It is thou, LiserTY! whom all in public or
in private, worfhip; whofe tafte is grateful, and
ever will be fo, tili nature herfelf thall change.—
No tint of words can {pot thy fnowy mantle,
or chymic power turn thy fceptre into iron.—
With thee to fmile upon him as he cats his
cruft, the {wain is happier than his monarch,
from whofe court thou art exiled.””—And
why fhould not Afric’s fons be happy too ?—

May cach onec of us adopt the poet’s language,
and with him fing—

¢ [ would not have a flave to till my ground,
To carry me, to fan me while [ fleey,

And tremble when I wake, for all the wealth
That finews bought and fold have ever eara'd,
No: dear as freedom is, and in my heart's

Juft eftimation priz'd above all price,

1 had much rather be myfelf the flave

And wear the bonds, than faiten them on him.*

The
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The experience of mankind has convinced ug,
that to acquire is never fo difficult as to retain-—
and that the warmth of purfuit often relaxes the
power of enjoyment.

. 'The freedom and fovereignty of the American
empire being fully acknowledged, a new danger
arofe—that our freedom might fink into anarchy,
or our fovereignty terminate in defpotifm. Hence
a greater political miracle, than had ever before
occurred, became neceflary to the perfection of
the American chara&ter. Thofe who obftinate-
ly reafoned from the paft, predifted feenes of
rapine and devaftation, as the inevitable confe-
quences of the woful fituation to which the
continent would be reduced, at the clofe of the
war with Great Britain. Others, who judged
from an inaccurate knowledge of the circum-
ftances’and temper of the American army, an-
ticipated a dreadful conflit between the civil
and military eftablifhments ;j—and, even among|t
the wifeft and beft men, there were but few,
who did not look forward with fear and anguith,
and accompany their withes and their prayers

with anxiety and doubt.

The dawn was overcaft :=—but, behold! the
American luminary, in her paflage to the meri-
dian, has difpelled the vapors which furround-
ed her, and fhines in full eftulgence. Without
tumult, without intrigue, under the 1mpreflion
of prudence and neccflity, the united wifdom
of our cREAT EMPIRE, has been employed in
deliberating upon the beft means of perpetuating

the fruits of frecdom and independence. The
attentive
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attentive kingdoms of Europe have fince feen,.
with wonder and applaufe, the voluntary and
peaceable adoption of a fyftem of government,
the traits of which are, power with refpenfibility,
and lberty without licentioufnefsi.  ‘That an event
fo extraordinary fhould have been thus accom-
plifhed, we may, under ProviDENCE, afcribeto
the influence of another leading principle in the
foundation of the Cincinnati. The members of
that aflogiation, obedient to the voice of their
country, relinquifhed all the habits, the {plen«
dor and importance of military life, and cheer-
fully fubmitted to domeftic penury and toil.—
They knew, that, although indcpendence was the
refult of force, goed government muft be the
child of reafon. 'T'hey have done more in the
conqueft of themfelves, than in vanquifhing the
Britth legions—they have taught their fo/lozoa
citizens, by a memorable example, that arms tak-
en up for the defence of their country, fhould be
peaceably laid down when that objeft is attain-
cd. Happy are the confequences of blending
the charadter of the citizen and the foldicr /—
Ot making thofe, in war, the affertors of free-
dom and defenders of property, who, in peace,
are entitled to poflefs the one and to enjoy the
other. Carthage, teeming with wealth, and en-
crvated with luxury, relied on the mercenary
aid of her barbarous neighbours for protection.
But Rome, cre yet emerged from virtuous poe
verty, refting on her nauve ftrength, made the
duties of the field and of the cabinet equally fa-
miliar to her citizens.  Ilence Scipio®s great
advantage over Hannibaly hencee, ancient Care-

C THAGLE
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THAGE Was overthrown, and RoMe became the:
miftrefs of the world. |

To perpetuate the bond of amity,~—to alleviate
the diftrefs of brethren impoverifhed .in their
country’s fervice,—to adminifter. relicf and fup-
port to the widows and orphans of thofe heroes
who fell in the conteft, appear likewife among
the favorite objeéts of our infitution.  Altuate
cd by the fame generous ardor, expofed to the
fame dangers, and partaking of the fame tri«
umphs, the American patriots fixed the ftand-
ard of the union in the hand of patriotifim, and
fupported it with the confidence of juftice, and
the emulation of friendfhip. Inafcene like this,
all the finer feelings of natute are fo fairly en-
gaged, that, to be infenfible to the complicated
cmotion of public care and private benevolence,
unplics the wantof virtue! But as we trace the
character of the American patriot, we find that
fortitude in adverfity, and moderation in fuc.
cefs, mark his career i alive lifes; while his
heart vibrates with the fenfc of every focial ob-
higation.

A momentary cLooM now obfcures the finifh-
ed temple of independence! 'The fecurity of na.
tional rights at length vields an opportunty for
refle@ion---A refleCtion on that price which the
acquifition of independence has coft us. The
dutics of the field being trivmphantly difcharg-
ed, the inevitable tafk of feparation painfully
prefles on the mind-.-The virtues of Warren,
Montgomery, MéPherfon, Mercer, Wonfter, Laus
rens, and the wHoLEe i1osT or Hirors, who

were



# + -
LT S o ST P WL RS

( 19 )

were devoted to the fervice of their country,
fill the fad retrofpect with veneration and regret
--while the heart fickens in anticipating the dif-
folution of its deareft tiess. What was there
then to minigate thefe forrows, to cheer the
gloomy meditation on the paft, or gild the heavy
profpcect that lowered upon her views !.--When
lo! afiliction ftruggling for her own relief, pro-
duced the inftitution of the CinciNNATI and,
on this genial foil, hope fprings again! iriend-
fhip is enabled to maintain its intercourfe.-.cha-
rity 1s invited to diftribute her bounties-.-and
gratitude is confirmed in the remembrance of
her obligations! A foundation is alfo lad for
confidence and harmony in the adminiftration
of public aftairs, and the great evidence of thefe
falutary eftefts, we may contemplate, perhaps,
even now, in the work produced by the Ivderal
Convention ; and in the conciliatory fpirit which
fuperintends the organization of that excellent
fyltem,

From the foregoing imperfed view of the ori-
gim and purpefes of the Socicty of the Cineinnati,
cnough furely appears to diftinguith it, with an
honorable fuperiority, from the inflitutions to
which I have previoufly alluded. Whatever is
meritorious in thefe, has been incorporated into
this.---Whatever is trifling or oftentatious, has
beenrejefted.  The bafis, here, is formed of pa-
triotifm, friendfhip, and charity---there, of pow-
er, caprice, and fuperftition. The refpedlive
fuperftruCures, with a charaerittic difcrimina-
tion, difplay in the American focicty, the grace
of fimplicity with the dignity of virtue; and in

the
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the European orders, the tinfel of fancy with the
pomp of pride. |

Thus, happily, are the principles of the revo-
lution and of this inftitution, connected: By
the former, the rulers of the earth are taught to
refpect the rights of mankind ; by the latter, the
duties of a good citizen are faithfuily delineated.
Yet, as I have already hintcd, jealoufy has caft
her jaundiced eye on our modelt fane, and en-
vy has endeavoured to undermine it with 2 fa-
bricated tale of treachery and ambition. But, in
the principles of the inftitution, what is there
to dread? In the character of its members,
what 1s there to fufpeét? 7To record a revolu-
tion accomplifhed by a difinterefted cxercife of
valeur and perfeverance, and to inculcate fub-
miffion to the civil authority of our country--.
are thefe the leflons which the enemies to free.
dom and equality- would enforce? No! Or, can
1t be fuggefted, that thofe very men who gene.
roufly refifted the encroachments of Britain, and
voluntarily refigned the advantages of arms,
without even exalting an adequate compenfa.
tion for their fervices; are themfelves infeCted
with a worthlefs ambition, fecking, by dark and
infidious means, to deftroy thofe very liberties,
which their own labours have eftablithed ?---
Such imputations might be well applied to the
faltious combinations of defperadoes; but rea-
fon, juftice, gratitude, avrl forbid it here!

For, if the experienced worth, the honor and
wifdom of- its mémbers can fanétify an inftitu-
tion, Whaut 1s there wanting to the reputation

* of
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of this {ociety 7—No form of aflocration was
ncceffary to blazon the meR1ITS of our 11LUS-
ous WasHINGTON=The name of our much
lamented GrEENE derives not, but communi-
cates, dignity to that lift of heroes, on which it
1s ENROLLED—ANd GaATEes, with LincoLn,
and MANY OTHERS, who might be mentioned,
muft cver live in the fond remembrance of their
country, without the adventitious aid of ro.
NORS and DISTINCTIONS !

Perfonal merit, indeed, neceffarily creates per-
{onal refpect ;~—there is 2 natural as well as ar-
tificial nobility j--.and, if ever the fociety of the
Cincinnati becomes eminently confpicuous among
their fellpw-citizens, it cannot arife from the
charm of pageantry, the force of authority, cr
the influence of wealth j---puT-.--hear it,.and
approve, ye LOVERS of MANKIND !-.--from the
praflical iitufiration of. this important truib, "Lhat
to be virTUOUS is to be TRULY NOBLE !
And, oh! may the generous ardor fpread thro’®
every clafs; foften the manners, improve the
morals, and extend the delights of fociety---till,
from the univerfal prevalence of private worth,
the NavioNaL cHArAcTER itfelf fhall be per.
manently ennobled, and the uniox of AMERICA
become the ftandard of ra1T11, FREEDOM, and
vood GovERNMENT to the lateft period of time!

¢ *Tis but the morning of the world with us,
And Science yet but fieds her orient ravs—

1 fee the age, the happy age, roll on

Biight with the fplendos of her mid-day beams,
t fce 2 Homer and a Milton rife

n all the pomp and majefty of fong,

Which gives immortal vigor to the deeds
Atchicv'd by lLicroes in the fields of fame,”

And,
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And, now, ranfy candid auditors and refpeted
Jellow-citizens, after returming you my cordial
thanks, for your very.polite attention, permit me
to flatter myfelf, that ¢ No one, this day, will
prove himfelf unworthy the freedom he enjoys,
by a conduct inconfiftent with the pureft plea-
fures,---by.any thing unbecoming him as a man,
as a Chriftian I”---..May temperance, {obric.
ty, and decorum prefide over all our joys, and
be our conftant attendants through the diflerent
walks of life.----Then may we look forward with
hope and fatisfaction, through all the variations
of government, and the {truggles of the con.
tending paflions of men, to a {tate of more per-
fe&t fociety,---to that grand community, where
¢ univerfal love fmiles on all around.” ‘There,
every difcordant note fhall ceale; and con%cnial
fouls, fired with pure affection’s celeftial tlame,
. ..fhall evermore unite, in the fwelling note of

_general praife, to GOD our Kinc.
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P R A Y E Ry

BY THE REev. Mr. GREEN,

O1.Y and righteous Lorp Gop ALMIcHe
ry! who liveft and reigneft forever; whofe
kingdom is an everlafting kingdom, and of whofe
dominion there fhall benoend. Thou art Gop
thyfelf alone, and befide thee there is none elfe.
Great art thou, and. greatly to be feared. Thou
cloatheft thylelf with-honour and majelty.. Thou
covereft thyfelf with light as with a garment,
The heaven, and the heaven of heavens, cannot
contain thee. Thou art our Gop, and we will
praife thee ; our fathers’ Gop, and we will ex«
alt thee.

We adore thee, as a being tranfcendently
great in all thy perfedlions.  'Thou art gloriousin
holinefs, feartul in praifes, doing wonders. Who
in the heavens ean be compared unto the Lorp?
Who amonr the fons of the mighty can be like
ned unto thee, O Lorp Gob of hofls ! All naa
tions before thee are as the drop of the bucket,
and the fmall duft of the balance ;----they are
counted unto thee for nothing and vanity.

.

We
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We adore thee, as the eternal, immertal, and
unchangeable Gop. From everlafting to ever.
lafting thou art the lame,----yeiterday, to-day,
and forever.

Weéadore thee as the omniprefentDetry. None
can hide themfelves in fecret places, that thou
canflt not fee then ;. for thou filleft heaven and
earth with thy prefence. In whatever part of
thy dominions we place ourfelves, we are {till
furrounded, and embraced, and pervaded, by

Gobp.

o adore thee as the omnifcicnt JEHOVATL.
Thou underitandeit our thoughts afar oft. All
things are naked and open unto the eyes of him
with whem we have to do. "Yhere 1s not a
thought of our heart, or a2 word ot our tongue,
but, lo, O Lorp ! thou knowelt it altogether.
Oh the depth, both of the wifdom and know-
ledge of Gopn! How unfearchable are thy judg-
ments ! and thy ways pait finding out !

We adore thee as the inconteftivle Sowereign of
the wniverfe. Thou doit according to thy will,
in the ammies:of licaven, and among the inha-
bitants of the earth ; and none can ftay thy hand,
or fay unto thee, What doft thou ? "Thy peceer
is irrefiftible.  "Thou Ipeakelt, and it is done ;
thou commandeit, and it ftandeth fat. Thou
killeft, and thou makeft alive; thou woundcft,
and thou healelt.  "thou haft thy way in the
whirlwind, and in the ftorm ; the clouds are the
duft of thy feet, and there is none that can des
liver out ot thy hand,
T \We
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We adore thee as a Gobp of unfpoited purity,
and perfect reclitude.  The heavens are not clean
before thee, and thine angels chargeable with
folly. Thouart holy, O THou! who inhabirteft
the praifes of lrael. Thou art of purer eyes than
to behold iniquity ; neither fhall evil dwell with
thee.

We adore thee as a being of inflexible jufice,
and of inviolable truth. Thy righteoufnefs reach-
eth unto the clouds, and i1s immoveable as the
great mountains. All thy ways are perfect ;---
a Gobp of truth and without iniquity, juft and
right art thou.

Imprefled, O our Gop! with thefe awful ap.
prchenfions of thy being and perfetions, and
confcious of our own littlenefs and finfulnefs,
we fhould fhrink back from thy throne with dii-
may and defpair, if thou hadit not given us the
clearelt evidence, and the fulleft aflurance, that,
with all thine other adorable attributes, thou
uniteft thole of infinite mercy, unbounded gosdnefs,
and unjpcakable condefeenfion. "Vhy goodne/s thines
confpicuoufly in every work of thy hand. Thou
opcneft thy hand, and fupplies the wants of
every living thing. 'Vhy tender mercies are over
all thy works. Thou haft revealed thylelf, Tur
LorD GoD, MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUs, SLOW
TO ANGER, AND PLENTEOUS IN MERCY. Lipe-
cially, O Lorn! would we call upon our hcarts,
and all that 1s within us, to magnity and praife
thy great and glerious name, for that unfpeakabie
mereys and wunequalled condcfcenfsn, which thou
hadt exhibited to our guilty workd, in the plan

{) of



of redémption. We adore thee, we blefs thee,
we thank and praife thee, for Jesus Curisr,
thy Son, our Saviour. Through his mediation
we approach thee. For his fake alone, O Gop,
we intreat the¢ to hear, and to forgive us. . We
eonfefs that our fins and tranfgreflions are nu.
merous and aggravated, beyond expreflion or
conccption. But our eyes are unto thee, and
our hope is in thee, through CHRrRisT JESsus,
our Regzemer. In him there is plenteous re-
demption. For his™ fake, we Jnfercede for thy
pardon and acceptance. ' Delivér us'from all our
offences ;---deliver us from their guilt, and from
their punifhment. Wath us thoroughly from
our iniquity, and cleanfe us from our fin. Juf-
tify us freely by thy grace, through the Redee-
mer. Crcatcin usa clean heart, O Gop ! and
renew a right fpirit withinus. Woerk in us the
work of faith with power. Difpofe us to a
godly forrow for our fins, and give us that re-
pentance which is unto life. Shed abroad thy
love in our hearts, by the Holy Gholft, given
unto us ; and put thy fear continually: in our
hearts, that we may never depart from thy law.

And we intreat thee, moft merciful FarHegr,
to accept of our thankfgiving and praife, for all
thy goodnefs and thy mercies, both fpiritual and
temporal. In a particular manner, O Gop! it
is, at this time, our errand at thy throne, to
offer thee our thanks for thy goodnefs to the
land in which we live. O fill each of our hearts
with the livelielt fentiments of  gratitude. and
praife to thee, the Gon of nations, for the great
things which thou haft done for this our coun-

try.
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try.. Now that we have come into thy houfe,
on this ayfpicious day on which we commemo-
rate our deliverance from tyranny and oppreffi-
on, let no heart be infenfible of thy mercy ;---let
no mind be unaffected with thy diftinguithing
favour ;---let.us not be formal in our acknow-
ledgments of thine interpofing providence in
our behalf.  But may we glow with the warm.
eft emotions of gratitude, to thee, our Gon, and
our deliverer.

We blefs thee that thou didft plant a vine in
this, which was once a heathen land ;---.that
thou didit defend it againft every foe; water it
with the dew of heaven:; and cherifh it in the
midft of every unfavourable circumftance. We
thank thee that thou didft give to our fore-
fathers the rich inheritance of civil and religi-
ous freedom; and that by thy guardian provi.
dence, .and paternal care, it has defcended un-
diminifhed, to us their pofterity. We thank
“thee, particularly, that when this invaluable
blefling was endangered-—-when our dearelt, and
moft facred rights, were threatened, and invad-
cd, by a nation to whom we had been accuf-
tomed to look up for proteétion, that then thou
didit infpire us, as a band of brethren, with a
firm and unanimous determination, to vindi-
cate our hiberty. We blefs thee that then our
rulers, appealing to thee, the Gop of hofts, the
common, righteous judge of nations, for the
juftice of our caufe, and the neceflity of the
meafure; and hanging their hopes on thine al-
mighty arm---did declare us to be a free and in-
dependent nation.  We blefs thee, that through

the
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the whaole of the fucceeding conteft, thou didft
appear on our fide; that thou didit lead forth
our armies to the field, and crown them with
viCtory and triumph. 'We blefs thee that thou
didit, in a remarkable manner, preferve the life,
and the health, of our commander in chief :---
that thou didft bring to light the fecret maci-
nations of our enemies, counteract their defigns,
and defeat their endeavours, in fuch a conipi-
cuous manner, as that, not to acknowledge thy
hand, is a folly, equalled by nothing, but the
impiety of denying it. 'We blefs thee that thou
didft raife up to our affiftance, a great and pow*
crful ally among the nations of the earth; that
thou didft preferve a fpirit of mutual confidence
and affettion, among the officers and foldiers of
the allied armics ;3 and that thou Jidft fmile on
their united operations, till the obje&t for which
they contended was obtained, in an honorable
and advantagcous peace. We blefs thee that in
our infant {tate as a nation, amidft many dan-
eers to which we were expofed, and many difor-
ders into which we fell, thou didft ftill preferve
us, and watch over us for good. We blefs thee
that thou didft give wifdom and unanimity toour
counfcllors, to frame and adopt a righteous and
energetic fvftem of government; and that thou
haft inclined the people of thefe United States
to ratify and cftablith it.  We blefs thee that
thou haft placed, at the head of this govern-
ment, a man who unites in himfelf the atlechi-
ons and confidence of all orders of the people,
and from whofe wifdom, virtue, and piety, anl-
¢d by the councils of Congrels, we have the
pleafing profpe@t of peace and profperity as

. natonn.
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nation. For all thefe bleflings, O Lorbd Gon

of hofts! we now praife thee, and give thee
thanks.

And we defire, moft merciful Gop and Fa-
ther! humbly to fipplicate the continuance of
thy care and protetion. We befeech thee to
blefs the Prefident of the United States j.--to
{fupport him in the arduous office to which thou,
in thy providence;:haft called him ;—to give him.
all that wifdom, which is neceflary to manage
aright the important concerns, which he 1s c3}-
led to tranfact ;—to blefs him in his perfon j—
to fpare him as a lafting ornament to his coum-
try j—and, finally, to receive him to a crown of.
glory, which fadeth not away.

We pray for the Congrefs, We intreat thee
to endue thofe whom thou haft called to at in
the fupreme council of the nation, with wif-
dom from on high ;- to lead them by thy fpirit,
and guide them by thy providence, ‘into fuch
meafures as thou wilt blefs, for the profperity
and happinefs of this great and growing empire,

We intreat thee to blefs the State in which our
lot is caft. DPrefide over its legiflative, its exc-
cutive, and its judiciary authoritics.  Give to
all whom thou haft placed in offices of power
and truft, whether fupreme or fubordinate, the
true fpirtt of their ftation.  Make them a terror
to evil daers, and a praife to them that do well.
And give, we beleech thee, to every rank and
denomination of the people, a fpirit of due fub-
miflion to lawful authority; elteeming it the

ordinance
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ordinance of Gob to us for good, that we may

lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all godlinels
and hone{ty.

We intreat thee to fmile on and profper the
hufbandry, the manufaltures, the commerce,
and the arts in America. Rcderve unto us the
appointed weeks of theharveft ; that there may
be food for man and beaft, that the poor of thy

people may eat bread, and praife thee. Pro-
mote the love of mduﬁry, of public fpirit, and
of lawful enterprife. Blefs all fchools and fe-
minaries of learming. Make them nurferies of
found literature, .of true patriotifm, and of un-
diffembled piety. Blefs the minifters of the gol-
pcl. Make them faithful to their truft, and
erown their labours with abundant and vifible
fuccefs. Promote among us, univerfally, the
love of pure and fimple manners, and of real
and undefiled religion ; and on thefe, as a
bafis, build thou, we befeech thee, the public
tranquillity for ages yet to come. Preferve, im-
prove, perfedt, and perpetuate our union. Bring
into it thofe States which at prefent exclude
themfelves 3 and nmake us a nation whom thou
wilt delight to blefs. Convince us that righte-
oufnefs exalteth a nation, but that fin is the re-
proach of any people. Make America the glo-
ry of all lands. Make her the afylum of virtue,,
and of diftrefs, to all the world. Make her an
example of public virtue, of true liberty, of
pure manners, and of undefiled religion.

Moit merciful Faruer, we intreat thee for
our brethren of mankind, throughout the earth.
Pity



{ 31

Pity and deliver the opprefled from the hand of
the oppreflor. Succeed every effort in favour of
virtue and libetty. Dilpel the dark clouds of
ignorance, both political, and religious. And
haften the time, we befeech thee, in the revoluti-
on of human things-—in the improvement of
the human mind, in the progrefs of knowledge,
in the perfeétion of fociety, and above all, in the
extenfion and obedience of the gofpel of Chrift,
---when liberty, civil and religious, fhail be
univerfally enjoyed, and rnightly improved ;-
when the reign of peace fhall commence upon
earth ;.-.when the Redeemer’s kingdom fhall
fully come ;---when Jew and Gentile fhall be
brought into the fame faith ;-—when there fhall
be one fheepfold and one fhepherd.

And now, O Gop! we humbly befeech thee
to blefs the fociety on whofe account we are af-
fembled. Enable them to carry into efle@ the
ufcful defigns, for which the fociety was infti-
tuted. Promote among all the members, a fpi-
rit of love, and brotherly attachment. May the
remembrance of mutual fuflerings endear them
to cach other. May they be enabled to relieve
the wants, and afluage the grief, of the diftref-
fed widows, and the deftitute orphans, of thofe
who have fallen, or fought, or fuffered in their
country’s caufe. May they cherifh the remem.
brance of what they themfelves have endured,
and hence be led to watch, carcfully, for the
prefervation of the ineftimable prize, for which
they contended and conquered.  Preferve themn
from doing any thing that may be jultly ofien-
five to their fellow-citizens ; and preferve their

tellow-.
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fcllow-citizens, from an unjuft jealonfy, and
{fupicion of them. May their country be ever
dear to them, and may they be cever dear to
their country, and be gratefully remembered

and rewarded by her.

Thefe, O Gobn! are the petittions and the
praifes which we now bring to thy throne. Hear
us, we pray thee, in hcaven thy dwelling place ;
and when thou heareft, anfwer and accept, and
forgive. Tor we offer all in the name, and
thro’ the mediation of Curisr Jesus, our Lord
~—Yo0 whom, with thee, O Farner ! and the
SririT of all grace, one eternal Gown, be glo-
ry and praife, majefty and dominion, forever.
HMEN.



