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¢ It is of infinite momen%, that you should properly estimate the immense
value of vour national unirny, to your collective and individual happinesss

-
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that you should clherish a cordial. habitual, and immoveable attachment toit 3

accustoming your$elyes to think apd speak of it as of, th& palladium of your
political satety and prosperity ; watching for its preservation with iealous

anxiety ; discountenancing whatever Way suggest even a suspicion thatit can

i any event be.abandoned p-and indignantly frowning upon tlie first dawning
of every attempt to Rienate any portion\ot our country from the rest, or to
~nfecble the sacred tiks which now lhink toxether the vanous paks. ”

Wushkington’s farewell address.
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’ | .Fﬁﬁﬂw-pitimm, ,

- WHAT American who does not
feel his bosom swell with hLonorable pride. and: the
most{ lively emotions of joy. on this auspicicus day!
What friend of liberty who does not mingle. his
gratulations with the veteran heroes of our revoli-.
tion! ' P . o

- ,

We come not here to ce}ebra:te the dawn of in-
fant tyranny—no despot’s birth-day now claims  the
reluctant offerings of joy, the cold-homage of respeet,
the unwilling tribute of applause. Our heds are
filled with nebler views—they offer purer, more exalt-
ed oblations. - We are the faithful votaries.éf'FBEE-
poMi—At her altar we pour out the grateful ‘effusions -
of our soulsethe tribute of a sincere and theartfelt joy.
OL! thither let us constantly repah-., and “gather in-.
spiration at her shrine, to animate and strengthen
our pairiotism ; to arm our minds with colu"agc and
constaney, that we may be ever ready to defend our

rights, and maintain our liberties. -
4 |

And yc Sainted Spirits whom death Tias removed .
from this earthly abode! y&" who sealed with' your .
biood the sacred Cligrter of ?ur Indepenjdcnce l—ve *
whese- wisdom and valer shone conspicuous in the
cabinet, and the field '—whose noble example and he-
roic achievements bove us triumphantly through the
doubtful conflict! We invoke your hallowed manes !—
be present with us—inspire-us with that ardent love

W
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of country, that exulded sentiment of liberty, that
resolution and urshaken firmness, which crst dwelt
- ypur breasts '—ihat wo may be enabled to oreserva
with unsulliedl gurity, the precious boon 7 Indepw:-
dencp, whick you have bequeathed to us! |

Y S5 Felliow-Citizens, it is to the pessevering zcal

and bravery of the fathcrs #F our revolution, that we
owe all the blessings we erjoy. 'They boldly dared to
assert ithe rights of freemen, and regewe firors 2 tyrant’s
SWRy 1‘?1‘1'% goodly tand. . Surély this vast and fertile
covniry, wheie nature with 7 lavish hand Qdispenses
her ehoicest . gifts; where abundande erowne the la-
’Pwer’s'toih aid the earth teems Witly the various pro-
ductions of-thie remiotest regiohs, was %ever destined
)by the God of natiire, to bé ruled- by the pettjf SOVE-
reign of a distant isle—to be tributary to. Eurovean
despotism. *Twas Heaven’s high behest that i should.
be free=—the favoritz abode of liberty—the asylum of
3} the ‘oppressed’ and persecuted of every clime.

|
L —

Fived with' this toble- theught, the heroes and sa-
ges of our revolution resolved o sacrifice their lives
and fortunes in the great émtn‘i‘sc-":’ihey devoted them-
selves to their eountry's freedom—theiy whole souls
~ were embarked in the sacred cause. Evegyy arm was
nerved with valors——every heart glowed with patriot-
ism.  Uhdismhyed by threats, unsubdued by meisfor.
tune, they pressed forward to the hiappy gonl of their
deliverance, with undbated-zeal and energy. Not alk
the Pwreennry-hosts* of England, arrayed in arms un:”
der {lice ‘most expericnced  commanders—not all her
savage allics——her still more “savage cruelties—her in-
“solfnee and rapihe---t—hc prison’s dank and ncisome celis
e burning of our towns—~the madsacre and plundew
of dur citizens 3 and all- the horrors of reientless war, .
eould shake the steady purpose of the patriot band,
Under the guidance of the illustriaus Chief, whem Hea-
ven and the united suffrages of his countryzaen had cheox

|
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senty £0 condust ih/*m to fmeﬂom and to rlory, {hey en-
countercd cvery” hardship-~braved every diwger--bid -

defianceto miqﬂ)rtune and disaster, till viotory erowned
thesr noble efforts, and Independence was seeured.

Need I/ dwell on the events of that interesting pe-
riod ?mfhey must ever be held in unfading remem-
brancé,  The: v:«mou;i vicissitudes of war—the brilliant

Hélts of our troops-—~the undaunted courage and de-

ion of their leaders—the noble sacrifices, the virtu-
ons sufférings of the people. - It was one cOMMON CAUSS

” united the fr l,ends of liberty-~there was an union of sen-
timent, of matmn, of mealr 'Tho Sceuth ruppor tul the

North—-the Fast aided the West. They disdained a
separation of interests or ef danger-—they spurned” at
every -attempt /to seduce them from the cause of {ree-
dom, of virtue, of independence. There was then np
lukewarm, doqbtful pairiots-~those whe were not for
us, were against us,’ No individual states then presum-
ed to stand on -neutral ground and eclaim exefhption .
from the ealamltms; ‘the .‘contributions, er the fortune
of war. "All bore a part in. the glorious struggle—all
shared in the misfortunés, as in the honors of the ean-
test. Then was Massachusetts foremogt irr the conilict,
- the zealeus champion of hbcrtyu-the Id assertgr of

- the rights of man. There first the gauntlet was thrown. .

On the plains of Lexmgton the first Ameriogn hlocrd
was shed—then was each patriot soldier roused to arms;
and soon the base slaves of Britain were made to fcel
‘the unerrmb stroke of ‘a Fl'eem s swer(l.

Such was Massaehusetts in Ter days of virtue j—but -
now, alas! ¢ what a falling off ”” is there! “’here néw
is that proud sense of duty dand of *_honor——that sacred
love of country—that hely enthusiasm of - freedom,
which distinguished her ecarly days ?—Sunk in the tombs
of Warren, Hancock, and Adams., Oh!ecould the spir-

its ‘of thoae esalted chiefs, from the realms of blias
above, revisit. this earth,~-and behold the degenerate
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yace who nmow govern that once noblé and patriotic
state, with what indignation would they frown upon
their conduct! With what marks <t infamy would
they Lrand their proceedings! 'They are become the
sordid minions of Englagd—that England whose insa-
lence and iyranny their brave and virtuous sires so
manfully resisted—The vile flatterers of Prinees, whose
victories they celebrate, and whose depredations they
~ justify—Quibblers upon the vights and honor of their

country, and the constitutional duties they owe to. its

government :~~they are so lost to every noble and vir-

tuous sentiment, that they would barter their liberties

for a bale of goods, and betray their country for a

British license. But there is a r@lceming spirit in
the honest yeomanry, and mechanices of Massachusetts,
which will erc¢long rise up in vengeanee ox the heads
of their guilty and unprincipled rulers—confound their
ti*easonable piots—drive them from the couteils of the
state, and restore it to an- honorable rank in the Tnion.

But Iet us, my countrymen, return to the period of
our revolution. The glovious ohjeet was accomplish-
ed—our Independence acknowledged—DBritain’s merce-
naries witlidrawn, and peace l‘csunu‘d her haleyon

reigné A work lltmewl' of grmt importance remain-
ed to be pcrlarmed. "Twas not enovgh that h‘mghty
‘Britain had becn compelled to recognise our rightss
and our country faised to the rank and dignity of an
fndepenilent nation.  Vain had Geen all ovr efforts—
vain the privations we had endured—vain the s*wrfﬁ,ee's
we hiad made—if, after sheathing the sword, our In-
"dependence had been left the sport ¢i faction, and of
. future wavs. It was aecessary to establish a govern-
ment which should protect that Indepenlence so valiant-
Iy achieved--a governtent founded on the solid Nusis

‘of equal rights, of personal liberty, and the séeurity of

property :-—which shoauld call forth the great resources
ot the country, the best energits of the people; and
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, igive‘ to inglus.try,rto éalents, and to enterppise,' ampleo
scope. for the display of all their. powers.

The old confederation was but a temporary league, °
held together by the mild cement of mutual good-will,
and patriotic attachment—too locse for internal secu-
rity—too feeble to resist foreign encroachment.—
Hence the aiopﬁon of our present Constitution, the
work of the wisest and best patriots -of our country;

"in which seeurity is' combined with freedom, energy:
with mildness; and where the voice. of the people, the
only legitimate sonrvee of m}ﬂlml'ity, aamsﬁfuteg hoth ﬂlﬂ
legislative and executive branches of the government.
it is a solemn compact entered into by the people of
the United States themselves,. one with the other.—
Every citizen is thercfore, individually “bound, mest
sacredly on lkiis honor .and conscicnee, to support this
Constitution and the laws made under it. He has no
right to join thej standard of opposition, set up by the
rulers of disaffected states, to thwart the measures of
_ the general government, revile and resist the laws’
and form plots against the integrity of the Union. If
he engage' in such nefarious .-attempts, he is a_perjured
traitor -to-'hii country, and  deserves the exeeration
of every honest man, the contempt of'every good and
virtuous éiirtlizén. s -~ | -

'The Conjstitution secures to each eitizen the full en-

Joyment of -all his rights. He has a voiee, through
®Whis representative, fn the enacting of every law, in the
adoption .o‘f every ‘measure of the government—Dbut

the decision of the majority<inust prevail. . Thisis

- a fundamental principle of an elective governnient, and -
the only security for the rights of the whole.. What. .
ever may, therefore, be the private opinion of any
individual eitizen, he is conscientiously hound to sup-
port the laws made by the majority, by all tlie force

of his”example; his influence, and his activity.
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Fellow-Citizens, How ereat has been sue public pms-
perity—how extensive our domestic onjoyinents, undey -
this free and happy form of govermment ! 'The genius .
of the nation has been developed in every braunch of
human industry and enterprise. Our Com':cree has
visited every country and clime—our ships have spread
their sails on every sea; at onee the rivals, the models, -
and the admiration of Europe. .Even the distant and

*inhospitable shores of the ‘{%stern Pacific have been

.‘l

benefitted by our trade, and have learned from us'the

arts and the comforts of civilized life. Qur hardy
and advemturous citizens Yiave praversed the western

“ﬂds, from the Atlantic to the Puacifie, and thus, both
by sea and land, have opened an iatcreourse with re-

~ gions before unkiown to commerce and to eivilizac
tion. .

. Nor hias Agmeulture, that parent of Wea]th, and
source of public happiness, been neglectcd We have
beheld the thick forests of ourlcountry yield to the
sturdy arm: of the enterprising: Settter—his ‘cheeriul -
habitation has been raised -Where naught before was -
seen but the gloomy hut of the Indian. The lowering
woods have given place to meadows and cultivated
fields. The trackless desert is now adorned with smiling
villages—the sweets of social life Pave dispelled the
‘'solitude of the wilderness—the charms of pelished so-
ciety, invaded the haunts of the savage. 'T'lie crops
of tho husbandman bhave richly rewarded - his toijge
Philosophy and Secience have aided the labors of the

cultivator ; and improvements in agrieulture have be-
come no less the pursuit of the inquisitive and the learn-

ed, than the sccupation of the rustic and the farmer.
Our flocks have been enviched and improved by addi-
tions from the heirds of Spain and Portugal. dispersed
- on the Spanish p&ninsula by .the ravages of war, they
liave found in our country, a weleome reception and a
genial clime. Their valuavle fleece is an increasing
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source of wealth—it affords us the means of pimiﬁ"g
our woollen ‘manufaetures in successful competition
. with the pmdwetwns of fm‘eign looms.

" Gur manbfactures have lately taken & bold and con- -
* fident start. The fosteririg  harid of the gmernm@nf
has aided the geuius and. em»a:rpmse of individualsiy
and the time, perhaps, is not, far dlstant, when our
citizens will cease to be tributary\to Europe, not enly
for the necessaries, but the luxuries, tlie folhes, and
" the fashions of life. '

\

- Our cmes and towns have risen hLe magw, amidst
| marshes? mountains and ferests. Wherevcr natum‘
had offered ellglble situations,” whatever may have been .
the obstacles she Opf)osed they have been overcome by
the power of industry, persevercnce .and. art. . The
rude and inconvenient habitations of the colonists, jave
sunk beneath the elegant and commiodious dwclhﬂvs -
of their fl'eﬂ and cnhghteneu descendants.

- Our scientlﬁc and hterary ins tuuons, ﬂmugh stilk
in their infaney,| have shown symptoms of *viger and
i improvement—even the fine arts, have* found some
timid—and some fashionable votames..-—But the domes-
~ tie arts—the solid comforts and conveniencies of hfc,
more congenial with the nature of our government, more
conducive - to general happiness, still maintain their-
superior cldims to our fttention, and never, I trust,
will be - supplanted by the _studied refinements of )
luxury, or the splendid foihés of wealth, |

Rehgmn here ﬁnd= he’r cafmest, safest re*trea‘t---no
invidious distinetions -dishonor her cause—no victims
of persecution stain her altar—no spirit of intolerance
pursues her. humble votaries—no_test acts exclude
' them from ﬂu, honors and offces of their country—m
no tithes, wrung from the hard-carned “pittance. of
tahor aul mﬂ:gﬂme. disgrace ber ministry. Undey

» ‘

it
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the protecting banner of {recdom, the faithful follow.
ers of Christ find consolation and security.

Our national ehara ter begins to assume a form and
eolouring distinet from that of Kurope. Separated
from that portion of the globe, not less by meoral -and
politieal, than by physical causes, why “should we not
be impressed with some marks of originality? What
though seme of our ancestors drew their first breath
within ‘the narrow precincts” of Britain’s Isle; Why
should we their deseendanta, who inhale a purer air,
enjoy a wiler range’ of naturc, and ATo blessed with
a freeer government ; so :far d;sregard the dignity :of
our na;ture, and our national rank, as to-become the
 servile copyists of fashions, manners, and cnstoms,

condemned by virtue, reasen, and hum ity 2 :

But, my countiymen, the eévents of T amope, for the
last twenty years, have at. length exter 2d their nox-
ious influence to this blissful lam;. The restless jeal.
ousy, and the domineering pretentions of England have

‘5ot suffered us' to remain at peace, Ever busy, and
meddling in the affairs of otflers, ever encroaching -
upon their rjghts, -she has for centuries,” been the
unceasing disturber of the world and the scourge of
huntanity. With liberty in her ipouth, and tyranny
in hier heart, she had alternately cheated and bullicd
the most innocent and unoffending nations inte sub-
mission or slavery ;—till finally, cutraged hqqlamtv
- has risen trom. her stimbers, and “indignation and

resentment have armed the whole woild agdinst’that -
I‘UthlLSS violator of its bappiness and reposc.

Thc gleam of liberty which brol-.c' upon mankind,
"tl the peried of the French Revolution, bas passed
“away, without eonveying one cheering ray ‘of conso-
Iation t6 enslaved Kurope. Against that noble and

“sirtuous struggle of a whole nation, to assert and
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cstablish thew Aihd*tief England was foremost in

oppusition. By coatin lmg the war against France,
she has contributed to raise upen the throne of the Bour-
bons, an abler ‘head, and a more vigorous arm, than

¢ver, before swayed the Galliec Soeptre. . England
must thercfore expect to pay the forfeit of her crimes—

she was the first enemy of hherty«,-aha may be the
last vietim * of despotism. *

With these ch-:endmg naticns our rights and intérests
have repeatedly come in eollision—Dboth have com-
~ mitted numerous; acts of violencq and injustice upon
our citizens,” and property.  Against the government
. of. Franee, we have claims te a large.amount,: for

illegal confiscatiops;—but the administration of the
- general govcmment are (0o sensible .of their duty,‘
and the’ just etpectatmnq of . the people, to abandon
those claims, or relinquish one particle of our rights.
God forbid that there. should be a treaty with France,
any.more than with England without full ‘indemnity
for every cent of American preperty, captured or.
seized contrary to the acknowledged laws of nations.

KEngland bégah her present system™of outrage and
injury, at the commegeement of her war with Franee;
and it was but partially suspended by Mr. Jay’s
treaty. Our rising importance——our extcnsive com-
meree, excited her jealousy, and alarmed her cupidity.
Her dlsgraee and dmcoﬁlﬂture, in the war of our In-
dependence, :till ‘rankled in her; breast. Disapfpoint-

ed in her expectations of subJugatlng us, she;resolved
to obstruet our trade sand retard our advancemeni.
She found us her rivals in almost every sea. Her own

commerce diminishing in eonsequence of her mad and
impolitic war against France, and her ambitious ia.-
trigues yith the continental powers; she resorted to the
~ plunder and pillage of peutrals, te replenish her ex:
haysted coffers. Mer merekantmen, repulsed from the
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ports of the continent, brought disappointment and
distiess mito the very heart of her capital.  To repair

&

this misfortune, the fruit of her own folly and ambi- -

tion, she adopfed a sehicino of fraud and iniquity,
which would have disgraced Carthage atseif.  To
Justify  her econtinued spolintions on our commefee,
she set up a system of maritime jurisprudcnce,‘f ui-
founded in reuson and truih. and alike subversive of
the invaranle principles of justice, and the rights and

. ;o :
independence of other nations, In pursunance of this

system, the ob'spring  of pm?ep and violenee, thousandx
off our hrave scatien have been dragged {rom onr
vessels, and compelled to serve in her ships of war—.
to _fHizht in the vause of despptism, and to shed the
blowd of tlicir bLrothers and countrymen. Property,
amouniing to millions, ‘has been plundered from s on
the bigh seasy and condemued n her courts of admi-

valty, without the shadow of law or justice. .
‘ S

" In vain did our povernment remeonstrate—in vaiu
enter upon negociations with the British ministry.
. Uniferm frankness and good Faith on our part, met with
nothing but insult, prevavication, and perfidy on their-.
Finding a party in this eduniry closely wedded 1o
their pringiples, and warmly espousing their cause, they
confidently relied on this faction, to further thieir a-
trocious schémes against the integrity of our Union,
and the 'vights and Independence of our country.
Thus encourgzed (o persist in their unjust pretensiens,
by their “friends in Congress” and <their equally de-
vated adherents without, every rational hope, of ac-
commodation was frustrated, and” war hecAme the
only aiternative to maintamn the rights, and vindicate
the honor of our country.

Fhe immense maritime foree of the enemy, threat-
encd our hittle navy  with immediate destruetion, hut
it has perfarged prodigics of valpr and enterprise:

and the pride  of Britain has been humibled,  In
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stead_of victories and glory, she has met with morg-
fication and defeat; snd the trident of Neptune has
trembled in her, lmnd This single ﬁwheumnth of
war is worth an age of renown.—1t will place us on
the page of history ns the first avengers of the vio-
lated liberty of thic seas. 'The exploits of our gallant
commanders have g’lqu them immorial honor.—The
names of HULL, and DECATUR, JONES, Bﬂﬂl\uﬂ
BRIDGE and LAWRENCE, will adorn the annals of

our country as lopg as its shores shall be washed by
the waves of the ocean. <

But Oh! thou brave and muchmlémented Lawrence!
thus carly to fall in thy country’s cause'—in the flower
of age, and the full carcer of’ glory'—Thou wert val-
~ or’g favorite son—of an ardent and geicrous spirit—
a frank and manly port—a courageous soul, tempered
with kindness and humanity——valued by thy friends—
dear to thy afflicted family. Already had a splendid
victery decked thy sword—already had fame engolled
theb among her neoblest heroes—already wert thou
cherished in the hearts of the brave and the free—
Jong <halt thou live in their grateful Nmtmbramc—-
cocml with th) counlrj, shall be thv'rcno“n'

-

What _tlmugh- England's numerous fleets have nearly
swept our commeree from the ocean—our vital strength,
the great resources of our country ace unimpaired.
We have within ourselves, a ereative power—a fer-
tite and extensive #wil—mechianical genius and enter-
prise—~the "arms and souls of freemen, which hid

defiance to all the power of Britain. .

&

. Her doughty adniirals will surely boast of valorous
feats in America’—they have made some predatory
Imeursions on our coasts—committed the most brutal
acts of vielence—sent marauding parties to plunder
the inhabitants, and fire their dwellings.,  Such is the
warfare that becomes ghe Britsh pame i<<but let het
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myrmidons heware'—the indignant spirit of the pea-
ple cries out for vengeanco on their rufhan heads.

In Canada, the savage and the Briton, most worthy
allies! fight side by side, and stratagem and scalping
mark their course. Although surprise has somctimes
brought disaster to our.camp, yet the-intrepid valor of
our troeps has ever been ovineed ; and victory has given
us several important posts.” Butin theattack on York,
we have o mourn the loss of a most valuable and

accomplished officer—the her®ic and much-loved

PIKE. He led his valfant soldiers' to the ramparts
of the .enemy, andin the arms ol vietory feil. Bui

cre his noble soul to Heaven had soared, the coiours
of the vanquished foc were brought—aud placed

hencath his r}) ing headﬁhow sweet a billow for the
brave! -

Fellow-Citizens, The present situation of owg country
calls for the active patriotisin, the united efforts, and
the persevering zeal of every true friend to its welfare
and Independence,  Engaged ina war with a nation
that acknowledges no other law than its own power—
no other rights than such as pmeceed from its own.
will—no Justlce but such as is obtained by submission
—no interest but sich as 1s subservient te its own
views ;—that boasts of its civilization, while it forms
alliances with the barbarians of k Algiers, and the sava.
ges of the woods—of its morality, while the foulest
corruption, pervades cvery department of the govern-
ment, and bribery and tréaghery mark .its intercoufse
with foreign natiops—aof its humanity, while it ofersa
rcward for American scalps, murders wounded prisoners
in cold blood, and eneourages the Indians an our borders
in-the perpetration of every species of cruelty and ra-
pine--of its religion, while intolerance and persecution
form an integra! purt of its constitution—of its free-
dom-—while it forcibdy drags its own subjects inte the
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. most galling slavery ‘on board of its ships, and one
hialf of its fanished popalatien at home, are- employed
. to keep the other half in subjeotion, at the point of the
bayenet.—OF its happiness and presperity, while every -
- gixth man in the country is a public pauper, sod thousands
die anpually of hunger and want—Of its respeét for
the Iaws of mations, while it openly violates the undoult.
ed rights of others,$tiamplcs omkthe most satred prisci
ples of justice, and sets at defiancethe scknewledged laws
of civilized socicty.—Butlet ine not bewmisunderstood.
i mean not to eonfound the brave and generous pait
{ the nation, with that corrupt and unprincipled por-
Yion, who hold the helm of gevernment, or are devoted
to its views; and who+ have brought misery and dis
grace upon theit country., I know there are honeg
and honorable mep in the nation, whese neble and vir-
tuous feelings revolt at the bascness and despotism pf
the government—perhaps ihdeed there may be foumd,
souls breathisg ‘r lofty spirit of a HAMBDEN, -

‘who will one day tise upon their guilty oppressors-—
assert the people’ l'ightw_ﬁ.]hion yet be free.

Such being thenature of the governmeng with whicls
we are at war—insolent, eruel and despotic !-—and
though it has -heaped ountless injuries on our coun-
try; yet there are foupd among us men, so lost to
every scose of decency and of patrietism, as openly
to uphold and encourage that government in cvery in-
sult, which for years has Been offered to us—in every
violation of our rights—in every .outrage upon our
honor. Yes, there are men in our country, whe call
themselves Americans<~tht friends of peace—the dis-
ciples of Washington-——who say. we have ne cause of
war;:that Great Britain has done tis no wrong; that
her numerous spoliations,” her unccasing aggressions,
were merely the exercise of her own rights; and tha¢
her piratical maritime system is the acknowledged
faw of bations' - | *
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Gracions Heaven! whoere sleeps the shade of Washe
ington, while these men thus dare prostitute his name!’
Disciples of Washington!-—they have not a single spark
~ of the ctherial fire, the patriotie zeal, that warmed his
breast.—He loved his' country above all others—he
cherished her liherties and Independence—-he never

fookod with indifferenice upon the violation of her rights
- —-palliated, or exousbd the attackgupon -her honor.—
Nisciples of Washington !—he promoted a spirit of con-
aoridy enjoined obedience 1o the lpws, confidence in the-
general government ; and, with his dying breath, ad-
jured his countrymen to preserve indissoluble the union
of the States. They seduously foment jealousies, weak-
en the obligation of the laws, und by every means in -
their power, excite disaffection, disunion, and re-
sistance te the general government. = Yes, Fellow-Ci-
tizens, these men whe vauntingly style themselves the
peace party—the friends of commerce—the disciples
of Washington, are at war with every sentiment that
reigned in the bosem of that great and good inan-with ev-
ery principle of ocur Inde ce—wichevery measure
in defence of .our rights andhonor. 'They would reduce
us again to the condifion of colepies—to a state of vas-
salage to England. . For this purposec they seek to form
what they cail a Northern Confederacy, which shall
overawe and control the ¥ederal government; and
eompel supmission to the domineering and insolent
demands of Britain—but let us rise in all our strength .
—-let union be our watchword, and convinee the traitors
of New-England that New-York is not- yet sold to the
enemy. | | '

The friends of our Endependence—the friends pf our
national government—the vindicators of our’ honor,
are the real Triends of peace and commerce—but not
that peace which must be purchased by the sacrifice
of our dearest rights and interests—which will con-

dewn our gallant tars to the slavery of British ships
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- vights—=the seeurity ol our persons. and pr

4y *

weWhich will dis o1Op tho saered prmmplos of cur Rev,
olution~Not that comtherce which will depend upon
British heensess—simulated papers—-taxed with tribute
‘{0 l*.:nghnd-—-.md which must, pass ander the veview
of British commanders.-~But an  honor: abie ard sab-
stuntial peace~—a peaee founded on 1tim cquality ;ii, our

ertys

from future insult and depredation—a peace which
shall procure indemmity for the multiplied acts of vio-

lence and plunder, committéd upon, éur cnllz(hns--a-n

peace which shall l'{'ongmk the w’rhiq of" neuimls. -
ipon the solid basis of the ' laws of. natmns, andl the
liberty of the seas. A eommceree, llllSh'ICl\lCd hy tn-' |

butary - duhm, uricontrolled by orders _in. ecouneil or

‘paper block kades—a commerce free as the ‘element on

which *tis borne.—And may that hand, whosoever it
may be, which shall attempt to sign any other peaces

. be, by the avenging God who protccis our hbu'tw

5>,
‘instantly withered

‘¢

My Cmmtrvmen—u As lon » as we consider ourselves
an Independent nation we must insist upon our Inarmime

| <rights. On the gi'(‘.ll ]uglm ay of nations, we have n-

v
r

undoubted mght fo pass, unrestrained and unmolested.

By the natiral [aw of naiions the Ocean is free to all--

all meet there upon an equal foofing; agd no na-
tion has a mght to set up an exclusixe jurikdietion,
The rights of neutm]s*'u'c as.sacredl as those of bellig-
" crants: and there ean Dbe no restriction on the free-
dom of their trade, but what results from custom, foun-

ded en the uniform authority of trcatwn constituting
tlic conventional law of pations.* .
Blockades can never apply to the lug,h S1s,  NOI
to plaees not actually invested-<fhc very term shows
the absurdity of such a construction ; and it néver w AL
attempted by any nation, at any period of time, . Dheloro
Sier W zlllam Seott, that officiul tool of the British minis-
ty, publlﬁhcd his judicinl deeisions to the \wrld to set

. *See NoleamPatr- 23,

- . i

\ . o



-,

15

up the h‘-g.xhty of 2 bloekade, without Hm constant ahd
nmnturruptcd investment o the plaec.

Oupr ships arc a pm't ¢f ouv tervitor y--they are un-
der osur ;umadmlmn on the high scas, ond no nation,
with - which we are at peace, has a right to search. or
molest them.  "This is a pmmﬁple mgrafted in the fivst
clements of Independence, and the equality  of rights.
It ‘was never dreamt, before the present war between
Engiand and Franeg, that a belligerent had a right to

search a neutral vessel for men, and forcibly to carry
them off; whatever may lmve been the pla.ec of their

birth, unless *u,iudlh in thc ]Illht‘ll‘} service of the
CHENLY. |

%

Great Britain would never suffor ‘her vessels to be
stqppmh.rmnunged and mnmchc(l, on the lugh SEAS——
“the crews mustercd. and such part of them taken out,
03 might comport with the wants o views of a petty
bmrdmm officcr—"Then  why should we suffer sueh
msnie; :md violations ~—are not our mg‘hts as qacred Qs

Lier’s? do =we not stand upor the honor an dlgmty of

an independent nation? or must we truckle to inso-

*lence and power—forbid it, spirit of our fathers'—

Thisis a pretension on the part ®of the British govern-
ment towards us, so contfary to the laws and usages of
nations—sso-hostile to every principle of justice---so

revolting to humanity---so mLultmg to our feelings,

_our rights and our honor; that te yield toit, \wuld

be to stanip our national chavacter with-eternal infamy.
What bave we to do with their munieipal laws agaiust
expatriation ! can - their laws extend over our dominions?
ave they in foree on board of our ships 2---It is A strange
doctrine ifdeed. that beeause Great Britain claims a
right te the services of her subjects, her commanders may
vielate (our territory to enforce this rvight---may tram.
pic upon our-rights, o come at their own.,  Our ships
are as much under cur protection on Hhe high scas-

/
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a3 our houses ont the land ; and thay bave na '‘mone i'ighi

. toenter the one than the other, to take even, theéir own
subjects.  Xfjthey really have a right to impress theip
subjeets into their naval service, let them seize upon
their prey “ﬁwvwcr they can find it, within their own
deminions 's---but they shall not come, cloathed with
3y rannic auwthority, to violale our sanctmm)--uto out-
Ao humamtj under our eyes.

Eh Countrymen---the practlcc of improssment on
‘board of our ships, is-the grossest: indignily that can
be offered to us--the most flagrant violation of our
vights; and it must be resisted, 48 long as we have
hearts to feel, or arms to avenge and protect.

| The doctrine of non-expatriation, set up by Great
‘Britain, ¢cannot be admitted by us---it is repugn.mt to
the vital principles of our gmernmcnt---lt is hostile
to that spirit of iiberty, which achieved our Indepen-
dcnce, and whioch must' bo fostered and encouraged,
in order to strengthen and preserve it—it is, moggover,
« opposed to the first.elements of reasen and natural
justice. Man in ontering into a stdte of society gives
up no suck right to any gov ermment. It might as well
be pt'etended that he ‘gives up the right of helrdefen(*p,
implanted in his very: paturc. and ph-}smally connected
with his being. HMe may witlidraw from the society
in wluqh he was borna, whencxer he pleases, and seek
a kinder sun, a more genial clime; a free-er govern-
ment—he may say to that society, if, as you pretends
_there was a compact hetween us, whieh binds me to-
you—you were alse bound to me, agd you have broken
the compact. You promiscd“the protection, freedom,’
‘comfert, hiappiress~-d find them hot among you:r— *
I bave an undoubted right to seck them elsewhere—
Fhe pursuit of happiness is . a primeval right of na.
ture, interwovgn with the existence of every humas
being---nor was it choice, but neccessity made mes-
memhc;' of your political hody. I was ‘not o PUv

»

b
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up the legﬁality' of 4 blockade, without the epnstant and
unmtc&*n*upted imvestiaent of the place.

Qur ships are a part. of our teriitory~--thcy are un-
der our jurvisdiction on' the high seas, and no nation,
with whieh we are at peace, has a right to secarch or
molest them.  This 1s a principle ingrafted in the fivst
clements of Independence, and the equality of rights.
It was never dreamt, before the présent war between

“ngland and France, that a belligerent had a-right to

scareh a ncutral vessel for men, mld forcibly to carry
them off, whatever may have been the placu of their

birth, unless actu.tll} in the military serviee ot the
Cll(‘m}

i

Gre lt Britain wouldniever suffer her vessels to be
stt}'}ped rummaged and ransacked, on the high seys~—
the "erews mustered, and such part of them taken out, -
AR :m"-h‘t comport with thé wants or views of a petty
Jwardmg officer—Fhen why should we suffer such
insults and violations >~—are not our riglits as sacred as
her's? do we not stand upon . the honor and dlgmty of
an e pondcnt nation? or must we truckle to inso-
lence and power?—forbid it, Spirit of our fathers'—
Thisis a pre¢ensionon thepart of the British govern-
ment towards us, so contrary to the la¥h and usages of
nations—so0 hostile to every principle of Justice---so
revolting to - humanity---so insulting. to our feelings, -
ouy rn'ﬂlts and oup honor; that to yield toit, wguld
he to stamp our national- ghavacter With eternal infi ny.
What have we to do with their municipal laws agdinst
. exvatriation ? ¢(an their faws extend over our dominipas?
are they i foree on board of our ships 2---It is a stegnge
dswtruw indeed, that beeagse Great Dritain ¢l ainjs . a
right to the services of her sithieets, her commanders Ynx
Molate our terr 1!01'1, to enforee this lwhi---m‘nj tram.
ple: npon aur ll“‘}l‘lw, to come at their own.  Our ~haps
ave as mich under our protection on the hich SCs.
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£3 our huuqes on the land ; ; and they have no more right
to cater-the one than the other, to take even their own
subjects. If they really have a l'i;.,ht_to umpress theie
subjeets into their naval service, let them seize upon
theie prey wherever they can find it, within their own
domirions :=---but they shall not come, cloathed with
tyrannie authority, to violate our samtu.nj--nta out-
rage humanity under our cyes.

z ' \

My Countrymen---the practice of im_press'ment'{ on
Board of our ships, is the grossest indignity that jcan
be . offered to us---the most flagrant vielation of] our
rigits; and it .must be resisied, as. long »s we have
hearts to feel, or arms to avenge and protect.’

N

Thc doctrme of~ non- e‘qntu-mon, set up. bv Great
Britain, cannot be admitted by us---it_is l'cpugn.mt to
“the vital principles of our government---it is hostile
to that spirit of Liberty which achieved our Indepgn-
d¢nce, and which must bo [‘ostercd and’ _encouraged,
in order to strcugthen and preserve it—it is, moreover,

. <opposed to the first elements of reason and natural
justice. Man in cntering into a sldlc of socicty gives
up no such. right to any government. It might as we
be pretended that he giyes_up the right of ael[‘-delcnu(lc
‘implanted in his very nature. and physically connceted
with his Dbeing. He may withdraw from the society
tn which he was born, whencver hc plc'tscs,! and seek
a kinder sun, a more genial. clime, a free-er govern-
ment--he may say to that society, ; if, as yeu -pl‘ctend,
there was a eompact between us, “which binds me to
s ou—you were also bound,to me, and you have hroken
the compact. You premised me protection, freedom,
comfort, happiness~--I' find them not among you.—
I have an undoubted right to seck them clsewhere—
The pursuit of happmeas is a primeval right of na.
ture, interwoven with the existence of every Huma
heing---nor was it choice, hut neeessity made - me
wmember of your political hody. I Was not’ a !

b



20

:‘ag‘cnt--:'[ could not choose the place of my birth.—
And hard indeed, and uinatuwal would it bey when the
dawn of resson beams upon his mind---when maturer
vears have pipeneéd his undevstanding---when the wule
range of ercation is before his eyes, that he should
not have a right o say «» W here levll\ dwells there 1s
By Country.”

Cur natun: ﬂm.ltum law is"founded in the very nature
of a free government—it is expressly sanctioacd by our
Constitution 5 and every loveignee wiro is admitted to
the benelits ol 1t is as much catitled to the protection
of the govermiment, as avy native born citizen in the
cmkm'y. 'T'o withold this prowcliun. I any manne
~whateser, \wuld be to violate a most HO""HII contract
mide with” ouwt adopted citizens, T lu; are become
children of our common family, and ought te be alike
cherished and protected, with. paternal affeetion and ve-
sard.  Nor are they unworthy of our confidence and
‘cmg;--Surel; he wlo flies trom oppression, persceution,
oy want. in his native country : and seeks: an asyvlum
in thig free and Ivrlllo laml---“lm brings with him his ¢

.l‘(“lf\, his.virtues, or his industry--whe freely espouses
ouy couatry's cause, mid is. ready to skied his blood in
.h(':( defence ; hasgevery elaim to our Kindness, our es-

teem, and our protection. -But it is said, that we are

not bound to protect our naturalized eitizens. on hoard

of our #haps, 1 answer, our Ships are our territory--- _\
th v are under the saicewad of the government. It
acver wasquestioned, but, that we had & right to pro-
beetAhe properly of opr naturaiized citizens, on hoard of
our Ships---then I 2K, why not, theiy persons 2 s the

peraon ess saered and inviolable than the propeay? s
-tiie amd hibeety des- dear to man than a few bales of

wmerchandis —Wepe it possibie tor us to he so lost to
all ;t-n;v of justices good Fatth, and national honoy, as to

L 4

Ve i oS Hnim to Great Britdn, the conseguences
cgld De fatad not ondy™w the liberty and lives of owm

$
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Prave sailors, (2 class of men indeed, whom' the self-
shlml (ricnds of - peace and commereey consider of ne
account,) but to the property of thousands of wealthy
mercliants, British born, who have been natur |hzcd

inoour country. - Qur  natuvalization  Jaw \would "be

declaved a nullity, and their vessels and  poods on
the lllg.\ll seas, W ould be at'the merey of every nation
at war with I ngl u;.tl-—-lhﬂ W ounld be considered as
British, and their ehpture and coundemnation justilied
by our own adiission. In vain woule the owners
appeal to their eevtificates of naturalization—The eapt-
ors wouid point to our treaty witlP Lngluml—-.-tlww
they would find their warrant for the  scrzure.—
"There ean, therefore. be no compromise i this mat-
ter., All who hade been n.aluml‘%m d are citizens, or
- DROAC are mluwa-—-“ o cannot allow this amphibious
Cllnl‘.ll'ltl" OI citizen on our siiores, and ‘im'vwm‘l' 1n

“our ships—We cannot sureender the  poaor hllt gal-

Tt seamane and proteet the idle and. opulent Ignds-

o Miiid, they lll[\b[ stand or tall together, by the same

pnnmph-—-—ﬂus principke is the very soul oft political
llhcrt)”md 1.-,’ mnbmlw(l i tlw (,unamuuxn and laws

i

of our .country

."
Ay, ’ ' » 1

'Fvlio'\i;("liz’vm-—\\'v are  at war with Englana for
the security and protgetion of our most precious mghts
i

and. interests:  Violation after. violation—insult - upon
insult, had we borne, for nearly twéenty yeavs; *till theve

was an aceumulation  of ‘wrongs and injuries, which

could no longer bhe endureds without the saerfice of
eYeTy virtuols and hiono able septiment,  1f<the hlm%-
ings of llhm'u bhe dear to us;—-il' we value the nhlc
heritage of Independense, won by the valor and blood
of the fathers of our Revolution, and transmitted to us
wall its perfection and glory 1 we  must support  our
government in a vigorous prosecuteon - of the war,
till wenbtain complete redress of all our \\'l‘Oil"Lﬁ. 1'ax-
titution of our plundered property, liberation of ouy

E I
1
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nshived eountrymen, and respeet for ouv wmaritimo
ights and  Independence. Among Americans there
ught to Le bat one voice on this subject, whytever
+ﬁnay be our difference of opinien on local concerns,
When we are injured and _insulted from abroad in oeur
Jpersons, wronged and  plundered of our property,
stigmatized in our national character and honor, the
united spirit of the nation should be up in arms,
witha firm and determined -resolution to  erush do- -

mestie treason, and avenge our country’s causc.
-3 .
et us then rally round our govérnment-a-support
thie friends of the Constitution, and of Independence’
—indignantly frown upen every attempt to dismember
the Union, or to truckle to the enemy. We fight un-
der the Danfer of the UNION OF THE STATES,
Th¢ FREEDOM OF TIIE SEAS, The INDE.
PENDENCE OF OUR COUNTRY. Iere let
us take our stand- £ }rm on this rock erect the citadel
of our libertics—and. though the storms of faction beat
against its front——though treason attempt to sap its
foundation—though the enemy assail . its portals, we
shall gloriously” triumph—avenge our wrongs—secure

our rights—and save Qur CQUNTRY.

* -

\

FINIS, | | ,
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;ﬁ Nofe at Page 17. |
THE law of nations, in regard to the Gecen, s either
f1aticcady oF cogz@cn:iunaz, that 1s, cither derived from natpral
right, or positive luw, founded on the general ussent of na-
tions, us pxXpressed in treatics. ‘Lhereis no such ‘thing us a
customary law of nations upplied to the Ocean, which is not
.recopnised by treaties. | We have no other criterion by
which to ascurtsin .the custom, than 2 reference to the
general tenor ol treatics. ', The meore practice ot onc or two
natiogs in time of war, which has never been sanctioned by
general consent, cannotbe considered as sufhicient wuthority
on avhich to ground a rule of law. All nations in regard to
their rights are equal—the assent to any rule or principle of
maritime jurisprudence, sct up Ly any-one nation, must
therefore be general, or at least, by a majority of those n-
tercsted in maritime commerce. Now,Qy -the natural law
of nations the écean is free, and no nation has a right to in-
terrupt the commerce of another, with which it 1s at peace,
in duy manner- whatever—but 1n time of “wap, lest ncutrels
should supplythe cnemy with articles of danger, that 1s,
articles serving directly for the use of war, it hus been
cenerally ugreed; that these articles, called contraband,
should form an exception to the general rule of a perfectly
frce trade: and  this exception is re¢cognised in treaties—
shut with respect te the goods of the engmy, not\contraband,
which may be on board the neutral, there is no such general
siledfor their scizure—on the contrary, there are buta very. .
few treatics which admiit the right--so few, that if the
question is made to depend even on the authority of treaties,
without recuring to reason or natural right, theye can be no
nretension whatgver for” the exerciiﬁ of such a right.
From the vear 1642 to 1780, thirty:five commercial
reaties are found, all admitting the principle\tﬁat,-ltiw Sflag
covers the merchandi®, while only two -exist, during that |
period, stipulating a-contrary rule. They are those. con-
cluded by Great Britain with Denmark, in 1661, and with
Sweeden, in 1670. From the year 1780 to the period of
Mr. Jay’s treaty, 1794, twenty-five treaties are found sanc-
tioning the rule thuat ¢ Free ships make frec-goods ;™ and
we know of none, except the ong last mentiontd, between
the United States and Great Britaify, wherein, the contrary
doctrine is allowed—till wye come dowiy o the treaty between
Greut Brituin und Russia, in 1801 Agthe treaty of Utrecht
in 1715, to which Great Biitain und France were parties,
AIT the principles and rules of the positive law of nations,
in regard tp the Ocean, were ascertained and settied—even
the manner of visiting netural vessels by belligerunts, to -
“verify the flag, was explicitly luid down. Prom that time to
the present, with the few_cxceptions before noticeds ail

[ ] LE vl
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commercial treaties have containesd tne substance, if not
the vary waords, ot the 17th Article of thut el Lrated treaty,
~pulating the pericet freedom of enemy-goods on board of
doneutrel vessell Liven o8 carly as the middic of the || 4th
century, England herself was thic advogate for the priciple
that «that the fag covers the merchandize,” as may be
scen by the treaties of Tidwyrd 111d with the comimerciul
cties of Bpain 1w 15515 and afterwores with Portugar in
1642, renewed in 2654, Tu 1596, Quecn Eiizabeth cluimed
the ripzht of a neuwral flag 1o cover the encmy’s property,
apainst Holiund, then at war  with: Spain, and obtained
reparation from the Dutch for. the detention of her ships
laden with Spanish property—this detention was then cailed

by the English an insuit, . How then can it be suidy that
the laws of natious authorize th® scizurc of cneny’s goods
on board of a ncutral vessel, when the very few wreatices,
wherein this right 1s conceded, bear no proportion to the
mmensc cataloguey for the space of upwards of an _hundred
and cighty years, rccognising the pyinciple that the Afag
covers the merchandize ! Thus, whether we resort to the
principles of the natural law of nutions, or to thosc sancton-

cd by the gencraly nay, almost uniform authority of treatices,
constituting the conventional or customary law of nations,
the rule that ¢ {ree ships shall make {ree goods™ must be
considercd-as the general rule, and the comra?y slipulatlon, .
whenever it occurs inany treaty, us the exception.

With respect to the writers on public kiw, there 1s-a-
very lurge majority in favor of the principle that the. ¢ flag
covers the merchandize.”  (rofive, indecd, ruaintains . the
contrary doctrine ; but he wrote before®the year 1642, when
the maritime  Juw of Lurope wWus altogether vaguce and
arbitrury. being little else than the crude and barbarous
rules tad down i the” Rhodwun laws, the .Consoluto del
mure, the lows of Oleron, Wishuy, &c.  Fatrel, the favor-
e of the Lnylishy, may ulso be considered as on that side
¢f the question—but against these publicists, and a few
sthers of Loss notey, may be opposcd the works of HExxiwes,
Huszen, Do Stk Gavrviant, Lavensor, Busen, Man-
TENS, Azunn Ruainvevatyadl wuthors of great reputuuon,
whost writings on the Laws of nations sbound 1n the ragdt tu-
cid und forcible resomng. They are, bowever, %{‘&':-r aucted
by the Lnghish, becouse thar doctnine 1sin flirect 6ppo-
sition to the svstem of manume jurisprudence, sctap by
the Britich governnmert j—and they are but httle knowiv 1
Americg, beceuse we borrow eve.y thing from the English,
Wowhon we arooan geaerad, such staves, iy Itor tgeeo m Law,
v moral and pohitical science, that we can hadly persuaide
croeccives tho ottty resson, of common seiise caln he
feund cut of the htde icvad of Gre U Hritaie—unless -
deed 1t bas previously nassed the ordesl of Bnush crir-

]

wwisr, wird recaived she royal stamp of thar approbation.



