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An ORATION, &ec.

FHE nife and fall of empires are events,
8 with which the happmefs or mifery of
mullions are conneted: T hey conlititute the
moft important objects which can empley the
cxertions of man, and furnith a aignified fubject
for his contf*mp“luon To trace the fteps by
which the celebrated nations of antiquity, from
their firft rude beginaings, rofe to s:ilgmtyﬂand
empire,—and mark the caufes which occaflioned
their O‘radual declenficn and fubverfion, 1s a
pleaﬁno, inftructive, and melancholy empioy-
ment.  But 1t 15 1n a {till nearer, and more 1n-
terefting pomt of view, that we are now i1nvited
o contem*)mtc the {ubject. OGur own 1 country
has lately affumed the rank of Empire;” and this
day, the moft 1mooltant, perhaps, 1n the an-
nalo of mankind, 1s confecrared to commemo-
rate the event.—No circumitance, which at-
tended this importaat tranfaction, 1s unintereft-
ing or trifling.  When the Refoiution, for the
Declaration of Independence, was firft moved
in Congrefs, the magnitude of the objelt filled
every mmd in that auguft affemoly, ‘91"}1 1Geas
too big for utterance. The fate of an extenfive
empire, and of unborn ages, was now to be de-
cided. In fixed contempiauon each appeared
a.f) torget his own exiftence, and ftood a living
{tatue : In which expreflive attitude, as drawn
by the matfterly hand of a TrumMBULL, they {hill
icem to remain. After this {olemn paule, the
motion was ablv, and deliberately {upported,
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againflt every objection which could be raifed,
and at length received their unanimous {ignature.

Hail, illuftrious Patriots! who dared, in de-
fiance of a hofl of foes, with all their vengeance
pointed . at your devoted heads,—app eahnd to
the SUPREME Jupge of the world for the rec-
titude of your intentions, to declare, ¢ That thefe
COLONIES were, and of right oz/o*bz‘ 1o be, FREE
cizd INDEPENDENT SLALQS ? and, for
the {upport of this declaration, did p pledge to
each other, ¢ your Lives, yeur Foriunes, and
yorr facred Ilonsur.”—-Nay your names oD@
tran{mnitted to future ages, as exampies of forti-

tude and heroifm, when the Alexanders and
Cefars of mankind fhall bz buried in oblivion.
—FHorever facred be this Anniverfary : Let this
day be devoted, throuch all fucceeding ages,
to commeinorate the imporiant cvents, with
whicn it Is connedted.  Tell the intereiting tale
o your Cl._l.drﬁn, and leave it in charge, that

h{,f tell 1t again to thelrs.

When th e bravery of ocur countrymen had
wquereﬂ cheir toes, and our Independence was
eftablifhed, a more 1mporta.m victory was {ull
ty be gained,—a VlCl,Ol'y OVEr OUriCives.—
'W' wen we confider the difcordant materials
W hlc h compafed our Empire, and the difor-
oanlzing Drinciples, which are the coniiant ar-
-t"*ﬁdmw of gl v Vo];_umons,-«-—-the eftablithment
%4 our INarional Geovernment is a matter of the
wwheit afoniihment.—This was the greateft
i‘.““i:li’i’".;}f}h of Reafon, over the paffions of felnmw
¥ ambition, that was ever exhibited by

L1 .
the husnan race.——10 behold an extenfive em-
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pire, like this, inatime of peace, coliclted by
their chreﬁ,matlvc and uninfluenced by the

ambition of 1naivid nals among themiclves,. or
the intrigues of foreign nations, caimly delibe-
rating upon, and at lcnw‘ N exhibiting to view,
a form of government, {o well 1da.}. ted to the
genius and circumitances of our COUIltI‘V,“—-*fb
well combining eneroy with Iiberty,—and after
this, to lee 1t adopted by the great body of the
pt?OplC, with icarce a fingle inftance of riot ot
conmuon, muft have Lf‘en a pleafing {pectacle
to fupericr Intelligencies,

EFvery circumftance, a*‘*er‘ld?nrr the revolution,
and the e[’cab iflament of our gove rﬂ’mm, de -
rves a new 1mr)ortanf‘e when contrafted witn
the tumult and horrid carnage which has at-
tended, and f{til attends, th...., French revoiw-
tion.—QO Liberty | how has thy facred name
been pervertea \—'The mind 1s difgutled a:t-t.;‘ze
found, and the grating terms of '} "“yraa v and
Delpotiim, are mufic to the ear, when Compq; '
red with French Liberty and Bquaiity. invain
has the prefent age boafted ot 1ts rcinement,

and of the progrefs of reafon;~—in vain have
we looked forward, with pleafing expettation,
for a {peedy termination of war, among the na
tions ot the earth : The delufive pmip ects are
vanifhed, and human nature {inks, degraded,

into its low elt itate of depravity.

It affords a peaﬁn@* {ource of reflection, that
this country has, in {o great a degree, efcaped“
the convulfive {“orm which has fhaken Furope
to "1ts centre; and 1113.,1%, in {pite of all the at-
tempts of foes from without , and traitors witlun,
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our Independence, and Government, have been
hitherto fupported; and we have en_]oyed a
high degree of national profperity.

A further confolation- will be afforded to the
mind, in contemplating the wretched ftate of
European nations, from the confideration of a
fuperintending Providence ; which often, in the
molt unexpected ways, brings about events, of
the higheft importance, to the happmefa of
mankind. But no circumitance of pait fuccefs,
or ot prefent profperity,—no tokens of Divine

interpofition in our favour, or ideas of a {uper-
mtendmg Providence, can excufe us from a

vigilant attention to our duty, as citizens and
as men; nor can any of thele confiderations,
prevent a deep anxiety at the ftorm which
threatens us, '

Think not, my countrymen, that you are
now at liberty to {it down in indolence, or that
the bleflings of Liberty, and good Government,
are to be preferved without your attention.—
Your Independence, your Rights and Liberties,,
vour Government, {o highly valued, are en-
dangered : An ambitious, unprincipled ration,
fired with the rage of univerfal dominion,—in-
toxicated with Lheu victories, and governed by
men puffed up with mfuﬁerable vanity, are ex-
ercifing the higheft infult towards our govern-
ment,—are committing the moft wanton {polia-
tions on our commbrce, and threatening us with
the vengeance of their arms.—An attempt to
prove to this audience, the injuftice of their
complaints, would be an infult to their under-
ftanding. To add to our danger, a powerful
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Fa&ion, of our own Citizens, are, by mifrepre-
fentaticn, and all the arts of intrigue, aiding the
wicked defigns of thefe domineering Delpots.
Their diforganizing principles have poiloned
the minds of many of our citizens, and corrupt-
ed our councils. Inftead of thofe venerable
Fathers, who condulted the Revolution, and
whofe wif{dom and ,integrity commanded the
admiration of the world,—too large a propor-
tion of inexperienced youth,—ot factious dema-
gogues, and dupes to toreign influence, com-
pole our prefent councils.—IZitherto a virtuous
majority have faved us from ruin; but, in re-
peated inftances, the conteft has been long and
dubious,—and the final fuccefs the {eeming ef-
fect of mere accident.— W hile our moit impor-
tant rights are thus threatened, and {ubjected to
the quibbles of faction, it behoves us to prepare
the means of defence.—~1The millenial ftate,
when {words fhall be beat to plough-fhares, and
{pears to pruning-hooks, 1s not yet arrived.
A long period of war and bloedihed,—of nation
rifing againi{t nation, and kingdom againit king-
dom, 1s probably to intervene, before any {et-
tled order of things, or reguiar {yftem, will be
eftablifhed, that will lay the foundation of a
permanent peace among the nations of Europe;
~—and, whatever may be the fuccels of our
prefent earneft endeavours to preferve the peace
of our country, yet, until that event fhall take
place, we are expofed to the danger of war,—
and expoled, in proportion as we neglett the
means of defence.—Let our youth be trained
to arms, to order and difcipline.—~War, when
confidered merely as a field for military achiev-
ments, without regard to the juftice of the caufle .
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for which it is-undertaken, is a difgraceful em-
ployment ;—Dbut when 1t 1s conlidered as the
means of defending our rights from an unjuft
invafion, and of tranfmitting them to polterity,
it becomes a noble art; and the {oldier who de-
fends thefe rights, 1s intitied to the highelt pof-
fible gratitude of his country. '

Ye Young Men, the eyes of your country
are fixed on you for its means of protection,
W hile you were engaged in your youthful {ports,
your fathers and tfriends have bled and conquer-
ed, to fecure the rights which you now enjoy,
and to eftablith the Independence, which you
this day celebrate. Should this country again
be called to defend 1ts Liberties and Independ-
ence, a worthy band of experienced veterans,
will once more unfheath the {word, and con-
duct you in your turn to the field. Prove your-
felves the worthy fons of the conauerors of Bri-
tain. Fear not to engage any nation which can
be emploved againft you. Confirm the lolemn
Refolution of this country, exprefied by ocur
Reprefentatives in Congrels, at the moilt gloomy
period of our former conteit,—that < We will
¢ pever be hewers of wood, or drawers of wa-
< ter, to any nation under heaven; and are re-
¢« {olved, with one mind, to die freemen, ra-
¢ ther than nve {laves.”

g e

The impeftion of cowardice is more to be
dreaded than death : Should you hefitate to de-
fend the Liberties and Independence of your
country, when unjuftly invaded;—the ghoits of
2 hundred thoufand Americans,~your fathers,

vour ‘brothers and friepds,~~whofe mangiled
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corfes have ftrewed the ground, from the phﬂ‘m
of Abraham to the Eutaw [ prings,~will nie to
haunt you :—FPofterity will execrate your mem-
ories, and the flings of your own ccniciences
will be your pe:petual tormentors —Should
you, on the other hand (which I have no reaien
to doubt) prove yourfelves, on all cccafions,

the able defenders of the rights and the Inde-
pendence of your country, ycur names, and
your deeds, will be recorded, for the praiic and

11‘1111.“11011 of {ucceeding ages,—and your own
reflections will be a perperu .,4,1 fource ci refined

Mlsfaﬂlon,
While cur country ftands firmly prepared,

for any event which may take place, let us not
neglelt the arts of peace. leFtlle ufeful know-

Bedm, among all claifes of citizens. Here, tho’
young in € nyre the United States ftand fore-
moil among the nations of the world.  This is
the firm plli ar which fupports our Republican
Government, and if neglected, 1t wili foon tum-
bie 1n ruins.

The Freach nation, furnithes a melancholy
example of the dangcrous coniequences of 1in-
troducing a Republican Government, where the

oreat mals of ..he people are in a ftate of | 1gno-
rance, and unacquainted with the ilp'hts and
Cuties of citizens, What will be the final event
of the experiment in France, I will not under-
taie to predict; but this may with fatety be
afferted, that under whatever name a govern-
ment is adminiftered, {o long as the great body
oi the peopie continue 11 1gnorance, they  are

in a ftate of oppreflion. They have no will of
B _
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thetr own to exercife, and are the mere tools of
the defigning part of community.

The idea, that a fne-{pun, theoretical form
of government may be made, which will {uic
any people, without regard: to their former
habits, and f{tate of improvement, 1s io abfurd,
that 1t ought to have been underiftood without
facrificing a million human lives to acquire that
knowledge : As well may a garment be fitted
to your bedy, by examining the - qualities of
yvour mind. The principles of Republican Go-
vernment, 1n this country, dil not proceed
from the learned heads of clofeted politicians :
They were eftablithed, in the firft {fettlement of
New-England, by men who had certainly no
extraordinary advantages (except plain common
fenfe) to learn the {cience of Legiflation. The
covernment arofe from the neceffities of the
people, and grew up with them ;—it was, of
courfe, exaltly fuited to their circumitances.—
No regulations were adopted, unleis their 1m-
mediate neceflities required them; and they
were continued, or rejected, as upon trial was
found moft expedient.

‘The rigid, puritannical principles of the firft;
fettlers of New-England, and their banifhment,
and perfecution of other feétaries, fo often ridi-
culed and condemned, had an eflential influence
1n uniting the people, and forming them into
towns and focieties, where the interefts of the
whole community were confulted by each indi-
vidual. Here began the moit pure Democracy
that ever exifted among men: A Reprefentative
Democracy neceflarily arofe, as they increafed
in number, and fuch a degree of power was

delegated as was f{ufficient for regulating the
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peneral concerns of the whole. By this means,
cach individual ac mured habits of thinking and
acting for himfielf. he ftriGeft regaid was
paid to the premetion Of knowledge, and every
imember was at once acquainted with ail che ne-
ceffary {citence of go’/ernment, and the pom-
pous ¢ Rights of “Man.”  Thefe plmuo’ﬁs
have been 1mprovmcr from -that time to the
prefent, according to the increafed interefts,
and necefiities of the peopie, but never have
{uffered any material change. And { would
here obi—lmx, that the experimient which Poli-
tictans and Philofophers have {o anxioufly de-
fired ‘to find exemplified,—Whether there i3
Virtue and Information enough among mankind
to lupport a qubh(‘an Govrrnlnent "—has
received the teft of a2 hundred and feventy years
experience, in the New-¥ngland States, thro’
ali the perils and dangers to which any govern-
ment could be expoled ;—and with habits and
mformation thus acquired, any other people
may {upport a Republic.

But it 1s thll a ferious queftion, Whether ocur
prefent form of government can be fupported,
in connection with the Southern part of the U-
mon. ‘I'he habits and principles which are there
acquired, by holding in flavery a large propor-
tion of their fellow-men, together with the un-
equal diftribution of property, which uré-its na-
tural attendants, are -hoftile to the gentus and
fpirit of a Republic.—"The hiftoiy of a Southern
Flelticn, 1s a buriefque upon a Reprefentative
Government : Bribery, whiikey, and clubs, are
the powerful arguments, which are employed to

fupport a C andidate for office : And yet thefe
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are the men, and thus are they appointed, whe
with fhamelels auda(‘:ity, are loudly ciam-
ouring, in favor of liberty and eq: um,r,--—-_m,
u.iimﬁ‘ rhemielves the Patrings m “Ainerica; anxd
with an ablurdity, equal to their audaciy, are
acculing the Worthern States, and the Hxecu-
tive OF the General Governtmenr, of being the
partizans and iriends of Monarchy and Arifto-
E.,fuCV,,

From this general defcription of Southern
politics, v;’i are hap ;"’ to find ex Ceptlons and
entertain  the piea lm}JL, et theé native
ipirit of 116 oreal body of tha p upie.. in that
part of the Umon, will foon be vouied to the
fupport of their julk rights; and that they wiil
no longer fufier themfelves to be the dupes of
taction and ingigee.~—Let the vile bufinefs of
Yletioneenng be abolithed tiirouon the Unit-
ed States.—-Place not YOur conrdence, My
Countrymen, on f’y (celeers for ofiice. —-
Confider the man, W h) {olicits your voie, as
unworthy your confidence; and every attemnpt
to mﬂuenm vour choice, as a bafe infuit to
f_your' unaerita dmgﬂ Sele to im portant offi-

. L 1Y of YOl C‘!L:..C'] ~and do
ﬁzoi, heﬁ‘c:ﬁt@, YOI 1it n..al‘,.cn principies of cecon-
ciny, to ailord them ch compeniation, as

!
Cultivate a foirit of Induftry.—-Idiencls and
diffi paticn go hand in hand, and are the parents
ci ignovance, pufliilammity, uft&ftij and every
vice which cdebafes human namre.  INo people
can long z*éfmai free, where 1(11 cfs, witly tis
aticndants, are imnat !Q(‘d Agriculture lands

- r P L K 1 -! ]
10:1 amGng Lt ieful arts o mudmv b
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Fver encourage this honorable employment, as
the iource oi 1......_,5.1& order, wealth, knowledge
and vivtue,  Let tie proud fimpleton; Wio con-
fiders it beneath his d1gmty to cuitivate the {oil,
be treated with delerved contempt.—Behoid a
WASHINGTOV, whofe charatter I {hall not pre~
{ume to delc: ibe, etiring from the moft dieni-
tiedd {vaticn, woich a mortal could fitl, to che
noble empioyment of CUL"'“IVATING THE SOfL,
No art or {cience can furnith {uch an unbourd-
ed freld tor 11ﬂ%*10*ﬂc1nf*11t,manf1 none, perhiaps
1S More rapiiy improving. ——nTea«“a it to
citldren as a neced ili‘f part of a finithed fie:i ICa
tion. I.er the various arts of ulefuinels amd
mc.;g_fﬂ £C, IECEIVE enceuragement 1N Piroporiion
to thewr reipective impertance,

With induftry, jomn trugals ity nd ecenomniy,
Be not the 1]71‘11&1*:1[1*‘* dupes of foreign frippery
and extravagance. Tet your falhions, your cul-
toms, and your amufﬁmen be American,——-
And here, ve fair Daughters of America, is an
ample fieid for the difplay of your putriotifm.
l.et the WNeedle, and the Difiaff be never coniid-
ered as dum‘aceful to your delicate hands,—-
nor the cares of houfe-witery beneath your con-
cern. Let your minds be {tered with ufeful
knowledge, and be the early, and attentive
infrructors of your own children. , Encourage
with yom {miles, the virtues of induftr v, tem--
perance, fortitude, and fidelity in our fex; and
kill, with your ﬁ*owns, the ignorant, idie,
puiilanimous Coxcomb.

Let Relicion and Morality be ever confider-
ed as the only fure fupport of our happy go-
emment See the dreadful confequences of

mpiing under foot, even the.corrupt Reii-

‘w‘-#
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gion of France.—~Murder, robbery, debauch-
ery, and every crime that difgraces human na-
ture, have increafed, in that devoted country,
beyond a parallel.—"The perpetrators of thefe
horrid crimes have even reduced their villainy
to fyftem ; and I had almoft faid, that this was
tne only {yltem that exited among them.—-
While I am happy to believe, that there are
very few Americans, n whom the moral prin-
ciple 1s fo far extinguithed, as not to look with
horror at this difmal {cene ; yet think not, my
countrymen, that youare fecure from the confe-
quences attending a {fubverficn of the Religion
of our country.—Alarming encroachments have
already been made, upon this palladium of our
covernment, and every exertion, which ma-
lice, villainy, and artful fophiftry can devife,
are employed for 1ts defltruction.—Let the name
of Payne be execrated on the earth; and f{o
long as mankind fhall want ftriking examples of
villainy and trealon, to which they can direct
their indignation, let them be pointed to Arueld
and Paywne. -
The connection between moral virtue, and
political happinefs, 1s evident, not only from
their -natural relation, but alfo from their pro-
vidential ; and the mere ftatefman, as well as the
divine, is'bound to enforce the principle.—To
point out all:the {triking interpofitions of an over-
ruling Providence, -in favour of this country,
from its firft fettlement, to the prefent time,
would be to write 1ts hiftory. That a Wasu-
iNcTON f{nould be ravled up, to lead our ar-
- mies to viltory 1n the field, -and te conduct our
councils in ume of peace, is an event, which
clearly evinces the overruling hand of Provi-
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dence. In repeated inftances, in the courfe of
the war, our deflruction was evidenty prevent-
ed, by an Almighty arm, which was {tretched
out for our deliverance.—-Since the eftablith-
ment of our governmeni, the hand of Provi-
dence has fruftrated the defigns of wicked and
ambitious men.  The deep laid plots of treafon
have been deteted, and the peace of cur coun-
try hitherto preferved. Here the anxious mind
finds a confolatory hope, that notwithitanding
the cloud which threatens us, we thall not be
forfaken by the God ot our fathers, but that
the government, the peace, the religion, and
the happinefs of our country, will be maintain-
ec againft all 1ts enemies.

Let us, then, my countrymen, while purfu-
ing the path of duty, indulge the plealing pro{=
pect, wiich 1s unfolded to the view, by con-
templating our prefent ftate, in connection with
tuturity.  Behold an extenfive, fertile country,
capable of producing all the neceffaries and con-
venlences of life,——-interfected, 1n a wonderful
manner, with navigable rivers, for the facility
of commerce,—inhabited by five million intel-
tlgent, enterprifing citizens; and capable of
fupporting twenty times its prefent number,—
ail united under one government, a govern-
ment of their own choice, whofe excellency isnot
to be determined by mere theoretical {pecula-
tion, but which has already received the teft of
cight years experience, and more than anfwered
the expectations of its framers.—See the afton-
tthing effects of thefe advantages, in the rapid
improvement of our country. ‘Towns and ci-
ties have rifen into view like magic. The den

ef the tyger, and the haunt of the favage, have




15 An orATION, &L

zlready become the pﬂaceful aaoue% of wealth
znd induftry, where eleg ance and taite are cul-
tivated, and bt,amy difplaysits irrefiitible h rms,
Clur population nas increafed bf’j().lh{ a paraliel,
and we are already, in cemmercial 1mporta.r1ce,

the fecond nation in the world.-—Wich a hope-
tul profpect, that this fltate of political unicn

3*’1{‘5 preinerity will be perpetuated, let us ook
crward a fingie century, and behceid a hundred
n_hiusn anatu.ants, united under one form of
government, with a vait inbabitable country
il bevond them, fucceistully puriuung the arts
ot peace, and blddm defiance to all the petty
nation® ot .!Lurnpe, That {uch an event will
final }y take place, and be rendered conducive to
the eltablifhment of a ogeheral fyltemn of peace,
thro’ the nations of the world, 15 not irnpro‘ sable.
Animated with this {fublime proipedt, let us,
my countrymen, confider no toils, or d@ngers,
too oreat to be encountered tor the {ecurity, arad
prefervation of the ineftimable priv leges wenow
pefiels, and for the attainment of thofe blef‘“nns
which are kindly prefented {or our acceptance.
And may the _Supreme Governor oi the world,
by vhole will empires rife and {(ill) {til con-
tinue his imiles to this happy counwry, avert
he ftorm which threatens us, anl maxe the
United States of Americaa perctual theatre, on
which fhall be exhibited to the admiring unt-
verfe, the delightful profpeft, of a numerous
pﬂople, coverning themfelves by wile and
wholefome laws, progreffig in knowiedge and
virtue, and by their mﬁuence, and e}.ample,,
ameliorating the condition of the ‘WhOlL human

race. "
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