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AN ORATION

Delibeeed o Fort Mll, ostow, Fulp 4, 1534,

It becomes us, fellow citizens, to rejoice on the anniversary
of that day, when freedom and equality was promulgated, as the
natural birth-right of man. Itis the peoples’ day, and should
ever be devoted to their service, to the keeping alive in them the
knowledge of their rights, and it ought never to be appropriated
to any other purpose. It should always be regarded, as the
epoch of our political emancipation from a forcign power, and
the commencement of a new erain the social and political con-
dition of the people. But while we rejoice on this oceasion,
over the advantages acquired for the human race by the labors
and sacrifices of our fathers, let us not suppose, there is nothing
left for us to do but to glory in their achievements, and hoast of
being their descendants. It behooves us rather, on every annual
return of this day, to examine what progress we have made in
knowledge and virtue, n:ul enquire what steps we have taken in
the pramotion of human happiness; what we have doue for the
gcﬁéi*nl diflusion of truth, and the dissemination of a just know-
ledge of their own rights among the great mass of the people 3 in
what way we have improved oug social and political condition,
and to devise means for a more perfect enjoyment of that liberty
and cquality, whiéh our fathers purchased for us with their
blood.
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The condition of the people can never remain stationary.
When not improving they are sinking deeper and deeper into
slaverv.  Bternal vigilance alone can sustain them, and never
ceasing exertion is necessary for their social and politieal im-
provenient,  I'or the interests of the thousands are always con-
trary to the interests of the millions.  The prosperity of the one
always consists 1n the adversity of the other.®  As the millions
become intelhigent, mnited and independent, the thousands are
divested of their power, importance and wealth. The few have
always understood this, and seen the nccessity of the closest
wmon among themselves, in order to mamtain their ascendency,
while the many have not only been 1gnorant of this fact, but
have always regarded the few as their benefactors, proteetors,
and friends. Ience we are doomed to never ceasing exertion
for the enjoyment of our nghts,.and the improvement of our
condition, until we work out the reform of society, and by the
complete enjoyment of the blessings of equllit_}', the common
vood of all the people shall constitute the interest of all.

Onr destiny, fellow eitizens, 1s in onr own hands, and we must
rely upon ourselves alone for the improvement of our repubhcan
istitutions, the reform of our laws, and the hettering of our
social and political condition.  And if we sink into slavery, to
ourselves alone must the calamity be charged. TI'or the govern-
ments, the constitutions, the Iaws, and all the institutions of the
country are 1n our hands, and we have the power to mould them
to our will.  In this respect we have the advantage of all the rest
of the world. Before the industrious, democratic portion of
the people in other countries will he able to enjoy all the rights,
and exercise all the powers guaranteed to us hy our ee--
tions, many revolutions are to take ='--
peaceably in the lapse of time, or m

* In saying that the interests of any two |, uons of the commmunity are dis-
tinct, we speak of them in the same worldly and selfish view, in whirh they
are usually considered among men.  An enlarged and heneficent view of hu-
man happiness, wonld teach us that no permanent henefit could be gained to
any one, by an encroachiment upon the natural rights of a fellow creature,
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‘blood-shed, and eivil war, We cannot be judged therefore 1n

1Y

Feomparison with the people of other nations.  1f we are not 1n
qﬁnrﬂr_v respect, far hefore them 1n knowledre, and m virtue, no less
than in abundance, and all the blessings of social life, we show
Fonrselves vastly less deserving.,  Forevery institution, every law,
Jevery action of our government emanates from ourselves; we

§are respousible for all the evils arising from bad laws, defeetive

o
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'_ constitutions, evil administrations, or whatever 1n society tends
$to the injury of the people.  But our futhers have purchased for
us political rights and an equality of privileges, which we have
3not yvet had the intellizence to appreciate, nor the courage to
protect, nor the wizdom to enjoy. 1or although it cannot be
4 deuied, that in this country there can be no advantages, powers
€ or privileges, which every one has not an equal nglit to enjoy,

Bindeed do we not sce all the same machinery in operation among
§us, which has crowded the great mass of the people of other

¥slavery.  While we have been comparing our eondition with
l the miserable slavery of other nations, and hoasting of our ad-
§vantages, and glorying in the achievements of our fathers, 13-
: norantly supposing that we were already in the possession of the
Qhigliest degree of liberty, and in the enjoyment of the most per-
Wfect equality, the enemy have been silently encroaching upon
Four richts.  But this delusion has passed, — the enchantment is
khrulmn. The people are beginning to awake.,  BEvery day brings
dto our ears the pleasing intelligence, that the industrious classes,
é'\\‘]liﬂh alwe=g constitute the democracy of the country, are be-

stir themselves, and are enquiring what they shall
! \, not from the threatened evil of another world,

S« 1rom the evils which they begin to sce impending over them
a1 -
‘l-

and their children here.

<4 But how shall we avoid these evils, how improve our condi-
#tion, and scatter the blessings of equality over the land? We
must do it fellow-citizens by union among ourselves, and by act-
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ing 1 concert with the democracy of the country.  While the
few can contrive means to keep the people divided among them-
sclves, they fall an casy prey. "Fhere are bat two great politi-
cal divisions in the world 5 those who are in favor of a govern-
ment of the people, and those who are in favor of a government
over the people 5 of a government of the many, and a sovern-
ment of the few, — of liberty and slavery.  But it has often
been shown Dy reasons and areuments, not to be controverted,
that 2 government over the people has not a right to exist, be-
reanse there 1s not one man tn a hundred, whose interests, to say
nothing of his duty, would not lead him to oppose sueh a govern-
ment, and as it 1s1mpossible for one man {foureibly to govern o hun-
dred, a government over the people can only exist with igno-
rance, corruption and fraud.

"Uhe aristocracy of our country are well aware that their no-
tions of government are unsound, and in order to prevent the
true appellation of aristocracy {rom being attached to them,
they continually contrive to change their party name. Tt was
first Tory, then Tederalist, then no party, then amalgamations
then National Republican, now Whig, and the next name they
assume perhaps will be republican or democrat.  But by what-
ever name they re-organize themselves, the true demoeracy of
the conntry, the producing classes, ought to be able to distinguisly
tlie enemy. Ye may know them Dby their fruit. Ye may kuow
them by their deportment towards the people. Ye may Lkuow
them by their disposition to elub together, and constitute socie-
fics, and incorporations, for the enjoyment of exclusive privi-
leges, and for countenancing and protecting each other in their
manopolies.  They are composed in general of all those who
are, or who bebeve themselves to be favored hy some adventi-
tions circmstances of fortune.  They are those, with some hon-
orable exceptions, who have contrived to live without Iaber,
or who hope one day to do so, and must consequently live on
the Inbar of others.  But there is not one man in a hundred,
whoese interestz, if Iie knew his own true interests, would leap
Jum 1o join this party. “Their numbers would be very small and
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truly contemptible, were it not for the ignorance, the foolish
pride and vanity of many, who are continually iteling to get 1n-
to ¢ good society,’ always ready to cringe with spaniel-like sy-
~cophaney to the nich, following wherever they lead, and careless
of the liberty and happiness of others, provided they are favor-
ed slaves themselves, and recetve some little notice {rowm their
masters.  Iivery individual attached to this party from interest,
from vanity, or pride, should justly reeeive the epithet of parti-
s, But it 1s impossible {or a true demoerat to be a party man,
or for those favorable to democracy to constitute a party.  For
how can he be a partisan, who looks upon all men as equal,

1and contends, that there is no power, no advantage, no privi-
lege, which can be enjoyed by any one man, or class of men,

3 which does not cqually belong to all, and ought not equally to
e cujoyed by every other man in the nation.

ITow indeed can that be called a party, which embraces and
g equalizes all the citizens. But we have often been deceived by
§ those whom we have raised to power ; and it is therefore difii-
g cult to know on which side the people’s interests lie. Flisis a
% part of the policy of the aristocracy. They divide themeselves
& into all parties, and hy contriving to obtain the ascendency In
R all, endeavor to bring all into cqual contempt with the people.
How often have we in this way been deceived.  Some ambitious,
learned and talented demagogue, finding it the cheapest way to
gpower and wealth, courts the people, ¢ the rabble,” whom he at
3@ heart despises, and after making ercat hypoeritical pretensions to
A democracy, is raised to oftice by the people. Being now raised to
i distinction bv the many, he begins to court the favor of the
olitical authority, he now longs for riches, titles,
nees with the proud and the wealthy.,  He be-

3

nations, favors the chartering of all kinds of monepolies, and
i hinally beecomes dentified with the exelusive policy of the few.
X Pheir opposttton 1 the mean time gradually softens down.
".'h-"

Cheir papers become less virulent, then scem half way to ap-
'-J
|

A

1 i -
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prove 3 and inorder to deceive the people, pretend to be convert-
ed to their cause, and speak in iigh terms of their mntelhigence
in choosing so good a man. Ile is now the candidate of the
aristocracy, and the people being in this way deceived continue
also to support him. But experience ought to teach us, that
when opposition towards any one begins to abate, it 1s time to
watch him closely ;3 and when this opposition is changed into fa-
vor, 1t 1s time to desert him. T'or the aristocracy of our conn-
try, under all the diflerent names which they have assumed, have
never failed to receive with open arms all traitors to the cause
of the people, and have always put them forward in the warfare
which they have unremittingly waged against free principles.
They do tlus from the same policy, which induce armies to push
forward in battle the traitors and deserters from the opposite
camp. Because they know, that traitors and deserters have al-
ready passed the Rubicon, have put cvery thing at stake, and

(= r

must therefore fight with the most reekless and desperate fury, .

knowing that if the party to which they have deserted fail, they

must lose all, becoming contemptible in the eyes of those to .

whom they have deserted, while Lcld in abhorrence by the par-
ty they had betrayed. In all their schemes to deceive us, patri-
otism and love of country is forever npon their tongnes. 'Xhe
rich merchant, whose whole soul is absorbed in profits and los-
scs, and 1nstead of laboring to render the condition of his species
more equal, comfortable and happy, endeavors to impress his
dependants with a sense of the great diflerence between his situ-
ation and theirs, to make his superiority discernible, and their
infertority nsupportable — will, notwithstanding, boast much of
patriotism.  The sentimentalist, the poct, may deem the love of
country to be an attachment to the hills and valleys, the moun-
tains and catavacts, the bubbling springs and purling st:eams, the
rivers and oceans, the far extended prospect, the Inxunant ver-
dure ; aud while absorbed in these things, and regardless of
whatever aflects the human race, if' charged with want of patri-
otism would he offended; for his loeal atiachment, his love of
mountains, vales and streams, he mistakes for patrioism. And

the capitalist, if he loves the banks, the insurance companies,

e e it W el S F = =l W
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and all the 1ncorporate joint stock institutions of ¢ our country,
our whole country,’ thinks, perhaps, that this love is patriotism.
Buat real patriotism consists not in a love of the soil, the chmate,
the scenery, because these may be found in other countries, equal,
and 11 snme superior to our own. Neither does it consist in an
attachment to governments, constitutions, and laws 3 if it did, the
ihabitant of "Lurkey would be unpatriotiec i he loved not the
laws which enable the Grand Turk at any time to strike oft his
head.  DBat patriotisin consists in nothing but a brotherly aflec-
tion, an extensive love towards the whole hwman family, and a
constant desire, a never-ceasing exertion to subserve the inter-
ests and promote the happiuness of all.

The true lover of his country will consequently feel an attach-
ment to the constitutions and laws of his country, while he be-
lieves them to be subservient to the happiness, interests, rights
and liberties of the whole people; and he will have an utter ab-
horrence, a perfect hatred for all institutions, which have a con-
trary effect, which tend to raisc one man above another, or in
] any way to keep the great mass of the people in ignorance and
! slavery,  Tlor whatever exalts the few, humbles the many,
| and luxury and splendor grow from poverty and want. Some
& must be poor, that others may be rich, And wherever we {ind
3 the few possessed of excessive riches, we find, as a consequence,
the many reduced to excessive poverty. For riches canno more
B cxist without poverty, than mountains without valleys. 1f there
§ were not a single rich man in the world, there would be no less
? wealth in the world than there is now 3 but then it would be
{ spread equally over the whole surface of society, diflusing cqual

ahundance, comfort, and happiness among all.

: Neither can poverty exist without riches. In communitics,
where the whole people are in want of many counveniences, liv-
ing among rocks and mountains, like the Swiss, far removed from
commerce 1 where the soil is so hard and sterile, that all must
1 labor to procure the necessaries of life; yet, since equahty in
¥4 some degrec prevails, the people are contented and happy.
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¢ Though poor the peasant’s hut, his feasts the' small,
e sees his little lot the lot of all,

Sces no contiguous palace rear its head,
To shame the meanness of his humble shed,
No haunghty lord the costly banquet deal,

To make hin loath his vewetable meal.

All mankind are one great family, and the Almighty IFather of
as all, has made our ecommon mother carth to produce bhount:-
fully, and more than enough, to feed, and clothe, and shelter all.
IIc spreads his great table before ue, and loads it with abun-;
dance. He gives all an equal right to partake; and yet a few:
gormandizers devour the whole, and leave the rest {o want.
Equality comprises every thing that is good j inequality every
thing that is evil.  Bquality is liberty.  Liberty withont equahty!
1s dead. It is a word withont meaning, mere ¢ sounding hmss,g
and a tinkling eymbal.’ Xquality is democracy. Every one,{f:
who truly loves the human race, will favor such governments,;
constitutions, laws and administrations, as he helieves to be pro-|
ductive of equality, Fquality will be the test, the measure of;
every question, on which lic is to act.  In all his intercourse with}
his fellow men, in all his dealings, it will be his governing prin-i
ciple, to do unto others, as he would that others should do unto!
him. This is the rock on which democracy is founded. The:
man that indulges himself in ostentation,—that {ecls the pride of
wealth or of birth, that plumes himself on his talents, learning,,
or professional skill, and looks down with contempt, on what he'
calls the ignorant and the vulgar, that feels himself better than
the Iaborer, the mechanie, or the fisherman  and 1s not free to
take him by the hand, and treat hin
may call himsel, hie 15 not a democ
cracy, which is equality, teaches us, that the anorct, ..

.-
duccr, and not the talented, the rich and the learned, are the

henefactors of mankind. 1t 15 the Iaborer, that provides us with
food and clothing, that huilds our houses, ships and factories,
digs the canals, Ievels the ratl-roads, and procures for us all the
necessaries, conveniences and luxuries of life.  How foolish then
ss pride and haughtiness,”how childish, how thoughtless it is for
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nen {o presume, that because they can live at ease on hereditary
vealth, hecause they can issue a writ, plead a cause, make a

|

peech, administer a dose, or expound the mysteries of religion,
lat they are better than their neighbors.  For which is of the
Imost importance to society, to be able to make a gpeech, or a
hob nail, to issue a writ or manafacture a shoe, to provide food
and clothing aud shelter for the healthy, or drugs for the sick.
But the law of nature, in what is called civilized soeiety, is revers-
ed. This law deelares, that industry is honorable and idleness
disgraceful, that the laboring man shall have abundance, and
the idle shall be in want.  But experience shows us every where,
the 1die living m palaces, earessed, honored, snrronnded with all
the beanties and luxuries of life, and the laborer continually re-
fduced to wretchedness and starvation.  Nearly all the evils of
lite, treachery, fraud and crime, may bhe traced to the perversion
tof this law of nature.  For when honest labor is looked wpon as
1so disgracetul, that men often know and feel, that to bend them-

dselves to operative industry would injure their subsequent pros-
fpects in the world, is it strange that so many contrive to live
gwithout Iabor.  And when we see the wdle Tiving in Juxury, and
Jthe laborer in want and diserace, oushit we to wonder, that o
Ruiany prefer to live by fraud, thefty robbery, or by any means
rather than by honest industry ! But let every one know and
Biccl, that in exact proportion as he labors industriously in some
Ruscful employment, will he improve his eondition and increase

&+

Rhis respectability 5 and that no one ean ¢njoy the fruits of labor,
BAwhich are wealth and respectability, without industry 3 and most
Aof the fraud, hypoerisy, cunning, erime and viliany of the world
would come to an end 5 for misery, degradation and want, the
canse of all crime, would be removed.  But the thousands live

4lions sce the evil, and contrive 10 enjoy the fruit of thew own m-
dustry,

In the savage state each individual produces for lnmsell what-
' - . .
Jever he consumes, and of course no union with others s required

?m proteet his labor. But in a state of sociely where nwo one

!
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Iabors for his own consumption alone, hut cach receives the
labor of others in exchange for his own, the price of labor in
cach division of labor, to prevent fraud, ought to he fixed by
agreement among the laborers themselyes. The right of the
producer to fix the price of his own labor 1s unquestionable ;
for its denial admits the right of slavery. But cvery eftort
which the producing classes have ever made for the enjoyment
of this most obvious right, has always met with the most deter-
mined opposition of the aristocracy. Wherever they have held
all political power, laws have been enacted inflicting fines, 1m-
prisonment, and transportation, on those that attempt by N10NS
among themselves to fix the pf‘icc of their labor. Where they
have not all political power, they have recourse to every thing
within their reach, to every argument, to cevery quibble, every
sophistry, in order to flatter the people to relinquish, or drive
them to rcenounce this richt.  Those that have not the unblush-
ing confidence to deny this right altogether, contend that 1t 1s an
individual and not a social right. Xor although each individual
may fix the price of his own labor, yet no two or more individu-
als have a right to agree among themscelves to fix the price. But
when men enter into a state of society, all those rights which it
is impossible to enjoy without the aid of others, hecome social
rights, and must he enjoved if at all, by concert with others. It
is unreasonable to suppose, that we are possessed of rights, wlich
we have not the power to enjoy. But if we have not the social
right to fix the price of our own labor, it is perfectly uscless to
allow us the rvight at all. Tor how can an unaided individual
without wealth, withont education, isnorant of the world, and
even of the value of his own labor, who mus T el
dhate employment or starve, enjoy this righ

right. If he enjoy it at all, the interests of o

same or other employments must secure it to him.  No Iaw has
ever heea enacted in this country in relation to this subject.  But
the aristocracy have notwithstanding attempted to frighten the
people with the semblance of law. The judiciary in this State,
andd in every State where judges hold their oftice during life, is
the head-quarters of the aristocracy. And every plan to humble

T
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and subdue the people originates there. One of the most ¢nor-
nous usurpations of the judiciary, is the claim and possession of
onion law jurisdiction.  Common law, although contained 1n
en thousand different hoolks, is said to he unwritten law, depos-
ted only v the head of the Judge, so that whatever he says is
common law, must be common law, and 1t 15 impossible to know,
hefore the Judge decides, what the law i1s.  But still iy order to
justify the Judge in all imquitous decisions, they have recourse
to precedents, or previous decisions.  And however unjust and
wicked auny decision may be, if’ a previous decision of the same
ikind can be found, either 11 ancient or modern tumes, in Great
Britam or in any of the States in this Union, the Judee justifies
himself before the public, and escapes with impunity.

Now, common law is said to constst of all the precedents, or
| practices of the courts of Great Britain, and of all acts of parlia-
[ment up to the time of the formation of our government. Pre-
§viously to the revolution, acts of patltament had been passed to
| prevent unions of the people to tix the price of labor.  Although
these laws have since been repealed in Great Dritain, and since
gthe year 1824 there has heen no law in England in relation to
Btlis subject, the aristoeracy contend, that because these laws,
@which we have never enacted, have not been repealed by our
‘_:2__'.'- Legislature, although the power that made them, has since de-
@stroved them, are, notwithstanding, in full force among us,
R We ought not therefore to be surprised, if we soon hear of in-
”dn.tments on these old and repealed English laws, if juries can
nbﬁ found ignor-* and servile enough to follow the dictation of
1 s, Indeed attempts have already been made
e of the Judges n this eity, not long since,

v grand jury to indict the working men, who attempt

by miions to fix the price, or regulate the hours of 1abor 5 although
Athis Judge, and indeed all the Judges are members of a secret
1 Trades Union of lawyers, called the bar, that has always regu-
t"3lated the price of their own labor, and by the strictest concert

kS
r?u[,wtrrw:d to lumit competition by denying to every onc the right
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of working in their trade, who will not in every respeet comply
with the rales of the bar.

All prices fixed by bar rules are in the mininaon, allowing no
one to take less than a fixed sum for each serviec ; but every one
may take as much more as he can. What then ought we to
think of the man, wha, being a member of the secret Trades
Union of the bar, ealls upon the jury to indiet the members of
the open T'rades Union of the people, who join not for the pui-
posc of injuring others, but tor the enjoyment of their most ines-
timable right; to be deprived of which, must always keep them
m want, ignorance, and slavery.  Does it not become ug, fellow
citizens, when we sce thie enemies of the equal rights of man
every where combined to maintaim their aseendeney, to unite, and
employ our power of numbers against the power of their wealth
and learning, for the recovery and protection of our rights?

Who are they who complain of Trades Unions? Are they not
those whose combinations cover the land, and who have even
contrived to invest some of their combinations with the sanctity
of law ? Are they not those, who are the owners of all kinds of
monopolies, who pass their lives in perpetual caueunses, on
‘change, in halls eounceted with banks, composing insurance
companies, mannfacturing companies, turnpike, bridge, canal,
rail-road, and all other legalized combinations? Do not each of
the learned professions constitute unions among themselves to
control their own business? And have they not fortified their
unions, by alliance with cach other and with the neh, and thus
established a proud, haughty, overbearing, fourfold aristocracy in
our country ? Well may the capitalists, monopolists, judecs, law-
yers, doctors, and priests complam of Trades Unions. They
know that the seerct of their own power and wealth consists
the strictest concert of action,—and they know that when the
great mass of the people hecome equally wise with themnselves,
and unite their power of numbers for the possession and enjoy-
ment of equal rights, they wili he shorn of their consequence, he
humbled of their pride, and brought to personal labor for thewr
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own subsistence.  They know from experience that unions among
themselves, have always enabled the few to rule and ride the
people 5 and that, when the people shall discover the secret of
their power, and learn to use it for their own goad, the sceptre
will tall from thewr hands, and they themselves will become
merged 1n the great ¢ vulgar’ mass of the people.

. 'The Judge knows this. e knows that lic iz a member of a
combination of lawvers, better orsnnized, and more striet and
tyrannical in the enforcement of their rules, than even masonry
itzelf. He knows that when the dispositions in the community
to vestigate and destroy seeret societies turns itselt npon the
bar, abuges will he discovered so enormous as completely to
cclipse those of every other combination.  We shall then discov-

er that we have been * fishing for minnows and Tet slip the levi-
fathan.”  We shall discover that by means of this regularly or-
aamzed combination of lawyers throughout the land, the whole
jeovernment of the nation has always been in their hands, that
Bthe Jaws have always been moulded to suit their purposes, and
gwhat are called Courts of Justice, are only engines to promote
gtheir interests, and secure their ascendency in the community,
B1'lic Judyes know, that this eombination has enabled them to
Risurp one entire branch of our government, and to turn all the
Fest of the citizens out of doors. For who dares to go into our
mblic courts, and attend to his own eoancerns, or to perform the
usiness of his neighbor 7 We all know, that this preposterous
#tate of thmes cool” ave heen brought about by union
S@mane combination 10 mvolve the laws
' n inexpheable obseurity and {for-
savn of all the cumbrous learning of British

4 M is for the interest of this Trades Union of Jawvers to have
“fthe laws as unintelligible as possible, since no one would pay
'{%hem for sulvice concerning laws which he himself could under-
tand.  Can we believe that our laws would be the dark ehuos
hey now are, if our legislators had been disinterested men, of
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only common edueation and good understanding? Instead ofg

living under British laws after we had thrown off the governmen
which produced those laws, we should have adopted republicaifg
laws, cnacted in codes, written with the greatest simplicity ﬁ
conciseness, alphabetically arranged in a single book, so tha*ﬁ
every one could read and understand them for himself, ¢ In‘nnf
rance of the law,” 1t 1z said, ¢excuszeth no man.” Can we then

who call ourselves freemen, any longer live under Jaws, whicld
it 1s imposgible to understand ! Without a knowledge of tlu:-ﬁ
laws under which we live, are we not decciving ourselves, if weg
suppose oursclves to he freemen.  The people of Rome ﬂlﬁi"
most corrupt awes, justly considered it the most intolerable 3
tyranny, when onc of their despots had the laws written 1n a
small hand, and posted up so high, that the people conld noigg
convenicently read them. But shall we, who claim to be free andg
equal, voluntarily continue in a state of’ almost total 1gnorance’ :
with Jaws so multiplied, so obscure, and so contradictory, as tog
render the general knowledge of them impossible ? :

But we can easily conceive how this state of things is perpetuig

%,

ated, by means of the quarterly meetings of bar unions, in everye
county throughout the nation. Afier having consulted togethe E
on the hest way of fortifying themselves in their illegal and unfj
constitutional monopoly, they very naturally enter 1nto socinl]
conversations and agreements, as to what individnals among then ’::
would be most likely to sueeced 1 any election for the prlnmp'ﬂ 4
ofticers of the government; for president, members of congress,;:
governors, and state legislators.  Having agreed on what course

to be pursued, they dissolve, and distribute themselves i the)
different cities, towns, and villages, throughout the nation. - I ¢
performs his idiv uhml part ; and, by acting m concert, by secret
confidential communications, by speaking publicly and priv nteh
in favor of their candidates, they have generally succeeded in

clecting the men predestined to ofiice by the bar. Having in thi

-!

way suceccded inelecting the appointing officers, where will the aprg.
pointments he most likely to tall.  In what way bestdes this can?
we account for the fact, that almost every office of honor and pro*
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remains in the hands of members of the bhar.,  But the evil of
e seerct trades umon of the bar does not stop here. YWhen
e legislature assembles, every senator, and every representative
i the bar is prepared. They are all acquainted with each other;
giey feel, that it is for their interest to act in concert.  United
Yiorts are always made by this {raternity, to choose the president
if the Senate, and the speaker of the Iouse of Representatives
gom the bar.  This efiected, the whole business of legislation 15
fompletely i their hands. The president of the Senate, and the
fpeaker of the Houge, have the appointing of all commitees, and
Bcing lawyers, they are always careful to put a majority of their
Brethiven on every committee which has any thing to do with the
fovs; and in this way laws are drafted, introduced, and talked
Vrough the legislature by members of the bar, While the peo-
Blc submit to these abuses, it is easy to account for the continued
Buistence of the dark and mtricate labyrinth of our laws.

§ Of all the reforms, which we have pledged onrselves to accom-
glish, the reform of the judiciary, and of the laws, 1s the most
®iportant, Liet us then go about the work, with never ceasing
Wftorts, until the great mass of our fellow laborers, who always
Monstitute an overwhelming majority, shall see the necessity of
8 thorouch law reform. In the first place, judges should be
Bhade responsible to the people by periodical elections. The
Woast of an independent judiciary is always made to deceive you.
S e want no part of our government independent of the people.

[

.I"' .

! hmc, who are respousible to nebody, onught te be entrusted by
hud}. But to whom are the judges u:cpunn::ble The ans-
acracy always centre around power placed heyond the reach of

e neaple; and untit we can fill the beneh with men of learn-

;:i 7, eood sense, and sound judsment, who do not belong to the
Recret fraternity of the bar, all attempts to simplify the laws,
ul the practiee of the faw, will be in vain. Tor why need we

Riempt to legislate, while the judges hold legislative power, and
i._?' n nullify our laws at their pleasure.

.!_|
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Of all the contrivances of the aristocracy, next to the usurpa-
tion of the judiciary, and thus turning the most potent engine of
the people’s government against themseclves, their unions in the
shape of incorporate monopolies, arc the most subtile, and the best
calculated to promote the ends of the few, the ignorance, de-
gradation, and slavery of the many., This Hydra of the ad-
versary, has within a few years grown up around us, until the
monster covers the whole land, branching out annually into new
heads of different shape, cach devouring the substanee, and
destroying the rights of the people. But the most potent and
deadly is the bank. A monopoly which takes every thing {rom
the people, and gives them nothing in return. The whole value
of paper money consists in the consent of the people to give it
currency, and all the advantages of such a currency of right
should acerue to the people. A bauk monopoly consists in the
exclusive power of issuing notes of hand without interest and
receiving the notes of hand of others bearing interest witl
good security. And whatever notes of hand the bhanks may
tssue, more than the gold and silver which they have to redeem
them, is an absolute cheat upon society, as much so as it would
be to forge the saune notes.  But it has been shown of late by
bank returns, that there is not in thie possession of all the banks,
specie enongh to pay more than twelve and a half per cent on the
whole bank circulation, which shows that the banks taken together
are recovering an annual interest of six cents on cvery nine-
pence they possess.  How completely then by the means of bank
unions have the aristocracy nullified the peoples’ law asainst
usury ; and yet the judges, who arc ' - <worn and salaried
guards of the constitutional rights of SR
this subject! What is the difference w...
forty-cight cents, or split it in eight parts, and let eacu .
under the name of a dollar for six cents. Money was desigi.
as a measure of value, as a medium of exchange of labor, like
weights and measures ; and like the fair regulation of weights and
measures, the colning and regulating of the value of money is one
of the most important prerogatives of sovereignty. For whatever
tends to derange the currency cither by increasing or diminish-
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ing its quantity, has the same ecffect upon the community, as,
without the knowledge of the people, to enlarge, or to reduce
the common weights and measures. Some would find them-
celves growing rich they know not how, and some notwithstand-
ing every effort would sink deeper and deeper into poverty.
The people would, as they now do, regard every thing as under
the control of fortune, luck, chance; and a sense of the un-
certainty of the result of their efforts would paralyze their ex-
crtions, Such is the effect of bauking. It enlarges and con-
tracts the value of this medium of exchange of labor, as the
interests of the few require. It now issues large quantities of
paper money, and a kind of delusive prosperity sueceeds.  The
capitalist, the merchant, the lawyer, and all who live without

| labor, and all who are possessed of property, find their condition

improving from day to day. DBut what sensibly enriches the
thousands, although abstracted from the millions, scems at first so
small, and so indirect, as not immediatcly to excite alaym.
The producer complains not, the money market is casy, and all
allow that times are good. 'The husbandman finds lis farm
cradually increasing in value ; and what was formerly valued at a
thousand, is now worth two or three or four thousand dollars ac-
cording to the inerease of paper currency. The farmer wonders
te find Limself becoming rich. But pride and wants grow with
riches. IIe pulls down his old house and barn and builds anew,
and thus becomes in debt; his farm is now worth five thousand
dollars, and his debts amount to three. Ile soon goes to the
bank and mortgages 5 farm for three thousand dollars.  And
althonet * rth nominally twice as much as before,
v the currency to remain where it is, he

~,ur life s since the annunal interest will absorh the

- profit of his farm and labor, and when he has worn him-

‘self out in their serviee, his portion of our mother earth, by the

addition of lawyers’ fees, and court expenses, will pass into other
hands. But if the banks withdraw the paper trash, his farm will
fall immediately down to its original value, and he wiil be de-
prived of all, and find himself besides in debt, thrown out of
employment, his family broken up, and his children obliged to
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fly to the factories, ¢those principalitics of the destitute, and
palaces of the poor,’ for sustenance.

Thus banking, both by issuing, and withdrawing its paper,
disturhs the equality of society, and only serves to make the
rich richer, and the industrious portion of the people still more
dependant and wretched. 1t is a two-edged sword in the hands
of the enemy, whichever way it is wielded destroying the people.
But the great monopoly has of late received a shock, which it 1s
our interest, and our duty to make fatal. Now is the time to
destroy the evil ; and we should do it so unanimously, as complete-
Iy to obliterate every hope of raising another in its place. Il
the great monster, and the whole brood, which are hatched and
nourished over the land will fall an easy prey. DBut if we sufter
it to escape with life, however wounded, maimed, and mutilated,
it will soon recover its wonted strength, its whole power to -
jure us, and all hope of its destruction must be forever re-
nounced. The enemy are every where coming to the rescues
and rallying to sustain it, besceching and petitioning us to
spare its life. But let us turn a deaf car to their cntreaties,
and 1ts destruction is sure.

We Lave pledeed ourselves also to the world as opposed to all
legislation and all laws relating to religion. In this we recog-

nize the rights of the mind to be individual vights. We accord
to each mdividual the right of thinking, understanding, judging
and believing for humself, and the right of communicating his
notions, opinions, or helief, and enforcing them hy every argu-
ment, and with all the power and ingenuity of which he
is capable. And no man should be blamed, injured or mo-
lested on account of his opinions whether right or wrong, on
any subject. I'or we always supposc our own opimmions to be
right, or we shoull renonnee them. And with respect to belief
cvery one must be the judge for himselll A person may be
blameable, for so conceited, so bigoted an attachment to his
own opinions, as not to hear, and rationally weigh all the rea-
sons, proofs, and argnments against them. TFvery one 1s justly



lameable and answerable to himself, for crroncous opinions
oncerved or retained for want of such mpartial examination ng
lhis situation enables lum to use, or from an obstinate conviction
f thewr infallibility. And this is all the blame that can reasonably
gic attached to any one on account of his belief. DBecause the
fopinions of men are above their control. Every one comes to a
iconclusion on any given subject, when a certain weieht of evidencec
has heen received, enough to produce conviction on his mind, al-
hough perhaps to another individual, whese mind is differently
deonstituted, the same evidence is quite insufficient.  So that one
Eman may believe and another disbelieve the same thing, having
11:@ same evidence, and both be ecqually sineere and guiltless,
d0ur opinions arc not subject to our will. We cannot helieve
gand dishelieve as we please.  And consequently, it is as unjust
tn make men accountable for their belief, as for their personal
gappearance ; for the features of their opinions, as for the fea-
1111'{35 of the face; both the one and the other are formed by cir-
fcumstances not within their voluntary comtrol. And it is as
: guicked, as absurd, as tyranmieal, to hate, to punish, to oppose,
g persecute men for the one, as for the other. 'The only ef-
ect therefore, whteh Iaws, punishments, penalties, and disabili-
@ice can possibly have, is, to render it prudent for individuals, 1f
hey entertain unpopular, or unlawful helief, to canceal 1t, and
il self-defence, and against their own will, to cover themselves
B the aarb of hypocrisy. Tor if, as formerly, we had laws to
E-courge, imprison, torture, burn, behead, or hang every one,
& 1o would not agree to a certain belief, every one must certainly
gcrceive, that if he wanted to live, he must assume that helief.
Their is no subject too high, or too holy to be investigated. 1t
., fraud and falsehood alone, that ever desire to be shielded from
mhlic serutiny. Let truth and error meet each other 1in broad day.
MW e have nothing to fear, but mueh to hope from the contest,
*‘ Show them fair play, and truth will always come oft' victorious,
,., nd those, that would take the law, as a shield of their opinions,
3

,5n~mr= that they themselves, at least, are distrustful of their

-‘-’

sgsomdness and truth.

|."|1= -
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We have also pledged onrselves to the world, in favor of the
repeal of the militia laws, and the abolition of imprisonment {or
debt. And we have reason to believe, that the unequal and
odious militia service, which had been thrown from the aristocra-
cy upon the shoulders of the producers, has already been me-
liorated by our exertions. And the pledge which we gave the

world for the abolition of imprisonment for debt, we have the
satisfaction of knowing, 1s THIS DAY REDEEMED.*

Ouar suceess i these measures should encourage us {o persevere,
until all the reforms which we have proposed are accomplished.
United, continued efforts, will carry them all; forin all these great
reforms, the democracy of the country is with us. 'We have the
satistaction of knowing, that we are pioneers in the great eause ;
and we must be willing to expose ourselves to the shot of the

enemy, while clearing the way for the whole army to come up
and carry the works.

The cause of the people, T trust and believe, is now progress-
mg. And it only needs for us to earry the first, the great reform,
which we have proposed, the equal, mental and physical educa-
tron of all, at the expense of all, and our emancipation from the
power of artstocracy will be eftectual and eternal.

We are as yet but a half educated and half civilized people.
The few are educated in one half of their facultics, and the peo-
ple in the other half. The few have been educated mentally, at
an cxpense suthicient for the entire educati 7+ and the many
have been obliged to devote their whol e
while the powers of the mind have been ..
ed. But the human race can never arrive to that sa..

ledge, equality and happiness, of which they are capable, unu.
all are educated both mentally and physically alike, at the com-

mon cxpeuse of all. This great idea of cqual, universal educa-

[* The law for the abolition of imprisonment for debt, which was drafted by
Mr Robinson, and most ably sustzined by him in its passage through the
legislature, took effect this day, July 4, 1834, — PurLisHER.]
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tion has gone abroad. Its practicability has heen proved, and
the enemies of the equal rights of man cannot refute it. 1t has
been shown, that there 1s time enough between the ages of five
years and twenty years, for every child to acquire as much intel-
lectual knowledge, as can now be obtained in the colleges of the
rich 3 and at the same time to learn a mechameal trade, or skill
in some productive employment, by which to maintain lumself
independently in after life, and ncarly or quite support himself
during the time.  ¥When the great mass of the laboring people be-
come wise cnough to establish institutions for the equal educa--
tion and maintenance of their ehildren in every neirhborhood,
throughout our country, and furmsh them with instructors in
every branch of knowledge, with all the boolis, apparatus, land,
machinery, and labor-saving power, best caleulated for the de-
velopment of the mind, and their own support, the reign of
cquality will then commence. For when the intellectual faculties
of all shall be enlarged by education, and the productive powers
of all shall be brought 1nto action, a state of independency, com-
fort, wealth, happiness, and benevolent feeling will ensue, of which
we have not now the power to conceive.

But it 1s said we have not the right to tax the property of the
rich for such purposes. That we have the natural and moral right,
1s most certain. Do not all the people produce all the wealth,
and have they not a right consequently to tax that wealth pro-
portionately wherever found, for the equal benefit of all?  And
if the laws will not now permit us to do so, do we not know, that
the constitnt the laws are in our hands, and that we have

al

“em to our wiil ?

.+ mean to carry these reforms, we must he wise, united
and prudent ; for wise, united and prudent, are those whose in-
terests oppose them. We must see the folly of suftering the
rich, and those whose interest or education prompt them to act
with the rich, to be our legislators.  For all history and expeyi-
ence show, that man, always true to seif, will n legislation, as
well as 1n every thing else, prefer his own 1mntercst to that of his
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ncichbors. No people therefore can ever be safe in confiding
legislative power to those whose interests are different from their
own. For the motives of duty are inferior to those of interest.
There may be exceptions to this rule, hut they are ouly exeep-
tions. When duty and interest agree in our public servants, we
can rest assured of their fidelity 3 but when the performance of
their duty to us runs counter to their own interests, we ought not
to be astonished to find oursclves betrayed.

The millions are now just heginning to think. And the next
most important thing is, to think correctly. Yo this end are re-
quired honest and capable teachers. But in order to have such
teachers, we must learn to proteet them from the power of omr
enemies. There are thousands of men, who in their hearts love
the human race, and would delicht to do them service, did they
not clearly see the many evils to which they would expose them-
selves by taking up their cause ; for who has ever yet endeavor-
ed to instruct the great mass of the people in the knowledge of
their own best interests, without bringing down upon his head
the united hatred and persecution of the reigning, ruling and
coverning part of the community.

Fven Christ himself was hated, reviled and persecuted.
and at last doomed to the ignominious death of the cross, for
teaching thie doctrine of cquality to the poor; for attempting to
expose the hypocrisy of priests, the craft of lawyers, the haughti-
ness, pride and avarice of the rich, and the wickedness of all
those who ¢bind heavy burdens aud gricvous to be borne, and
lay them on men’s shoulders, while they themselves will not move
them with one of their fingers.” Indeed all the advantages whieh
the people have gained from the dark, superstitious, ‘corrupt and
barharous ages, have been acquired through exertions made at
the risk of self-devotion, by men, who loved the human spectes, who
loved man, becanse he 15 man, and not because he 1s king, lord.
or judege ; not hecause his head is filied with latin and logic 3 not
because lns pockets are stufted with paper and gold ;5 not beeansc
he is elothed in fine linen and fares sumptuously every day; but



hecause he has ¢the hwman tform and hwinan tace divine,’ he-
cause he has the feelings, wants, passions, and svmpathies of man.
And all the liberties we now enjoy have been gained for us by men,
who have Inbored and wrote for our good upon religious, moral,
and political subjects, as it were with the halter about their necks.
The only recompense, which they have ever received, has heen
the consciousness of laboring for the good of the human race ;
and for this purpoese, they were willing to live 1 poverty and
want, bearing the sncers, threats, persecutions and punishments
of the influential, the ricli, and the powerful partof the commumty;
often receiving at the same time, the curses aud reproaches of
the deluded and slavish beings for whom they were laboring,

But though there have been those, who were willing to try to
mstruet us, in contempt of all the motives which actuate the gen-
crality of inankind, vet the areat mass of the people can never he
aufhiciently enlightened by such disinterested eftortzs. The visits
of such men on this planet, are like angels’ visits, few and far
hetween.  Liet us learn to protect our friends from the power of
our enemies, and thousands will rise up n our cause,

It is certain, that the productive power of man even in his
rudest state is equal to Ins comfortable subsistence, by the devo-
tion of something less than his whole time and strength to per-
sonal labor.  To suppose, that he could only live by eonstant
exertion, and that no time could bhe afforded to relaxation, con-
tewplation and study, 18 to charge creative power with injustice.
From ¢ le analogy of natare we learn, that such active la-

s conducive to his happiness and heaith, has al-

cient to supply the wants of man.  Dut the pro-

power of man 1s conunually mereasing.  Iis ingenuity

has taught the hrute creation, and cven the elements to lahor
for him.  Yet every countrivance to mercase the amount of his
production, instead of easing the burthen of his labor, bettering
his condition, or affording him more leisure, for relaxation,
amusement, and the acquirement of knowledge, has ouly enabled
1 few more to live without [abor: and instead of henefiting

1
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the people at large, still farther disturbs the equality of socie-
ty. We have reason to helieve from late investigations, on tls
subject, that the productive power of man is now wmercased hy
steam, and other kinds of labour-saving machinery at least twenty
fold, so that what the unatded power of man could only accom-
plish in twelve hours, is now produced in thirty-cight minutes.

These startling facts ought to lead us to enquire, how it is,
that in the'midst of such wonderful improvements, the condition
of the producer continues the same; and to search out the
law, or the principle, that divides to the producer and the non-
producer, their respective shares of the fruit of labor.

TPor every thing in this world i1s governed by laws, or prin-
ciples, which no unions can alter, or even no legislation afiect.
Wherever any thing is prodaced in greater abundance than is
wanted for immediate consumption, its value will depreciate below
the costs of its production. The least surplus injures the pro-
duecer, and excessive abundance is his destruction.  But when the
market is but scantily supplied, the producer receives a more ade-
quate retarn for his labor, and the nonproducer is obliged to pait
with @ larger portion of lus funds to command the nccessaries,
conveniences and Juxuries of life.  In such times things tend to
equality.  But in times of great abundanee, the competition of
lahorers reduces their produce often below the meaus of sup-
porting life ; and the nonproducing part of society speculate upon
it, hioard the surplus in store houses, and thus control the mar-
ket and becowe rich at the expense of the laborer. While the
onc is rolling in wealth, and living in luxary and splendor, the
real producer of his wealth is reduced to the most deplorable
poverty, wretchedness and want. It becomes us then, to learn
the law that soverns our productions, and to live in such accord-
ance therewith, as to sccure our own happiness, and avoid the
cvils which the violation of tlus law has wflicted upon the great
majority ol the hnuman race, m all nauons, and in every age.
For, while the productive classes remain ignorant of this prin-
ciple, the law of individual competition will prevail; and every
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one supposing, that the more he produces, the more he will re-
ceive 1n return for his produce, is stimulated on until the market
15 full; prices now begin to fall§ he is obliged to labor harder
in order to supply his accustomed enjoyments ; and thus the market
is still farther overstoeked, and the prices still more reduced, un-
til his greatest exertions fail to supply him with the necessaries
of life. What misery now stares him in the face. lle sces his
wife and little ones {famishing for hread, whiel agan stimulates
him to still greater exertion. But like the man in the morass,
every effort to extricate himself, sinks him deeper and deeper
into the mire, unttl his continued and excessive productions have
entirely glatted the market, and he has completely worked him-
sell out of employment; hke Fantalus up to his chin in water,
perishing with thirst, —in the midst of excessive abundauee,
he is dying with hunger, He sces his children one after another,
sicken and die around him for want of nourishment, his body 1is
worn with labor and weakened by abstinence, and his mind
distracted with his numerous troubles, until at Jast Lie sinks under
the weight of his accumulated wmisery. In this way alone the
market relieves itself, by working the destruction of the producer.
In countries where ail the occupations of life are full, unless the
sovernment or the people have recourse to some countervailing
principle, these periods of famine from excessive production
would be periodical, and as regular in their return, as the return
of the seasons. In England the producer retreats to the alms-
house, and by living without producing, helps the sooner to re.
lieve the market of its repletion. In China, infanticide forever
regulates the number of the produeers to the produce required.
.. Aow important then are Trades Unions, not for the purpose of
controlling the price of labor, while the wmarket is glutted, for
this is impossible. The nonproducer laughs at your every ef-
fort. while his store houses are bursting with the fruit of your Ia-
hor.  But how important for the purpose of seeing that no
more is produced, than barely enongh to supply the demand. Tt
should be the first object of the members of every productive em-
ployment to ascertain the actual daily and yearly consumption of
the articles of their produce, and to regulate their hours of lahoy
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in such accordance therewith, as nearly as possible to supply the
demand, When the market iz not over-supplied, the producer
has the power ol sctting any reasonable price on his own la-
bor. DButit is impossible fur trades unions, or any other pow-
er to keep up prices, when the market is glutted 3 for, in such
casc, the producer loses his natural and rightful control over
the price of his own labor, and the nonproducer fixes the
price.

All legislative power, fellow citizens, is in our hands. And by
this power, if we are wise. we can meliorate our condition. Duf
in whatever way we labor for the protection and enjoyment of
our own rights and interests, let us not forget that we are the
natural guardians and protectors of the other, the weaker and
the better half of our own species; of those who have borne us
in the womb, have loved, protected, and nourished us i infaney,
and led us through the bright and tlowery, but dangerous path
of childhood ; who are the companions of our manhood, who re-
joice with us in our prosperity and desert us not in the hour of
our greatest adversity, who smooth for us the bed of sickuness,
and even comfort us in the hour of death. But they are the
weaker portion of our species, and weakness and ignorance have
always been the legitimate prey of the aristocracy. However
much ¢ have borne from them in every age, our mothers, our
wives, our sisters, our daughters have been still more abused.
Their sufterings call for our immediate interposition, and we
onght never to rest until we regulate the hours of their labor
in factories by direct legislation ; until we ma’ - ** = erime o
work our daughters or our children in the mill
tines more than six hours o day. Who can re
the sufterings of the most innocent, the most heautitul wu ..
less part of our speeies, in these great work shops of monopolists,
both in Europe and our own country, without bursting into tears.
What must be the feelings of full grown men, who can live n
1dleness and splendor, at the expense of the slavery of innocent
temales, and even boast of fat dividends obtained from fourtcen
hours daily labor of young women and children. England has

1
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already been legislating on this subject, and shall we see our
sisters and daughters oppressed, without making an eflort for
their relief?

[t becomes us aleo to make provision by law for the relief of
fatherless children and orphans, allowing to each a weekly sum
from the public purse, enough to supply them with the necessa-
ries of life, and afford them means of instruction until thev are
able to support themselves. The condition of the widows and
fatherless children of the producing classes i this country, 1
know from my own experience, is most deplorable. Left with-
out property, often with several infant children, the very care of
which scems too great a burden to many ; without even a house
or a room for shelter, what must the feelings of the imocent,
hereaved and helpless widow be. Thrown upon the world, she
must either submit to the ruin and degradation of an alms-house,
or her feeble hands must provide food aud clothing and shelter
and fuel {or herself and little ones. How can we cling to any of
the superfiuities of life, or even enjoy the homely meal, whije
we hear the widow and fatherless erying for food? By what
tenure do we liold the hreath of our lives? To-morrow our
wives may be widows, and our children orphans without bread.
We are all embarked upon the great ocean of life. Some of us
must sink in every stage of the voyage. We know not who, nor
wlhen, nor where. It becomes us then to make provision ere

we sink, for the rescue of our wives and children from the waves.

It - 77 ow-citizens, to suggest to you mmprove-
e wretched, the instruction of the 1gno-

_. w1 it vicions, the exaltation of the humble, and

e humiliation of the prond, until the shades of niglht envelope
the hemisphere. For what have we yet done 1n these respects,
since our fathers wrought out for us political ndependence, and
equality of privileges, and put into our hands the power of per-
fecting our government and securing our happiness?  The
millions have heen lulled into a fatal security, while the thousands
have heen active 1n promoting their own interests.  Yet we have
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still reason to rejoice, that while we have heen sleeping on our
post, the enemy have not yvet completelv subdued us ; that, al-
thoueh we have heen inactive, while they have been busy in di-
viding our ranks, bribing our officers, and filling their army
with the venal and proflizate; that, while we have been at ease
within the walls of the citadels erected tor our safety by the
toil of our fathers, they have Dbeen silently sapping the founda-
tions, preparine their engines, building thewr arsenals, rearing
thewr fortiications, digesting their plans, and providing their
oreat inancial institutions for the payment of their troops, and the
corrupting of our sentinels,—yet, we have reason to rejoice that our
weapons are still in our hands; that the hallot box, the wooden
sceptre of the sovereignty of the people, has not yet been
wrested from our possession; that our eitadels are yet in our
own keeping, although the enemy have found means to send in
their ass loads of gold*;—and, if we gird on our armor, heal
the divisions 1 our own ranks, expel the corrupt and the disaf-
fected, we can casily regain the vantage eround, — and on the
day of battle sally forth, destroying their engines, levelling
their fortifications, breaking up their strong holds, scattering
their forces, demolishing their monopolies, and triumphantly
restore the Iiberties of the peopie mte their own hands,

* Philip of Macedon, said he would take any city whose gates could admit
an ass loaded with goldl,
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SomE aceount of the formation of the GENErRaL Traprs Usion of
Bostoy and Vicixity may be mteresting to many of our friends,

The subjeet was first entered upon at a meeting o the working mnen of
Boston, held at the Old Common Council Room, Comrt S Square, School

street, .hnu-uv 21, 1831, and a commitice nppmmml to take such meas-
ures as they ﬁ:hunld deem expedient, to efteet the formation of a General
Trades Union of the mechanies of Boston and vieinity,  The Committee
thus appoeinted assembled at Bascom’s Hotel, School Street, on the even-
ing of January 28. The several trades w (:m aenerally 1{‘-[11L=-entml n the
Committee.

This Committee in pursnance of the duties devolving upon them, issued
a clrcutar to their fellow mechanies, in which they remark —¢ that the for-
mation of General Trades Unions has been attended with the most hene-
ficial and happy results, on the interests of employers and employed, in the
cities of New York, Philade Iphii, and Baltimore, where they have adopt-
ed this method of' concenfrafed aclion. Since e formation of Trades
Unions in those cities, we hear but littlie of difliculties and diszentions he-
tween employers and employed, which in all cases produce dissatisfaction,
discontent and histress; but muplnu rs and employed, seem to he harmo-
niously united for ithe nudual benefit of hoth, which should always be the
casc,

tThe mode of fornming a General Trades Union is as follows : — Let
cacli hranch of' Mechanies assemble together ; let each of these primary
assenihlies choose two or more de Ie".m 5 to e present them in a General
Convention of the Trades, tor the General Government of the Union; af-
ter which the difterent Societies will form a Constitution and By Laws, in
accordance with the Constitation that inay be adopted by the Convention,
The Convention to meet once in three months, and special intermediare
meetings to be ealled by the proper officers of the Union. It is contem-
vlated that ench member of the several societies helonging to the U nion,
will pay into the general fund, such sum as may be decred necessary hy
the Unton in Cnnwmu}n nr-:-mnhlﬂl, and at sueh times as the dplmr ates
shall determine. Tlie fimd thus raised, to be devoted to the relief” and
assistance, of those out of cmploy by ﬂcruh,ni',? stehness, or hy any other
CLED W vhich will justifv the Convention to re mder such relief?

In pursuance of’a eall made by this Committee, the Trades in the city
of Boston and vieinity, to the number of sixteen distinet hranches, hield
meetines wapurtn f-h, :uul appointed  delegates to a General ¢ unuunnn
Tlis Convention met on the first Tuesday of Mareh last at the Okl .Com-
on Couneil Room, Court Square, at 7 0 eloek i the evening, and imme-
diately proeecded to the formation and mlnpunn of’ a Constitution, which
was subsequently ratified by the different Trades.

< The Constitution of the General Convention ot the Trades Union s
yed upon a liberal foundation, and is intended to embrice cvery portion
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of operatives who choose to associate, and send their delegates, The far-
ming interest i3 particularly invited to co-operate in this grand association
for the general improvement and henefit of the lahoring portion of the
community. The constitution makes provision also for the reception of
male delegates from any regularly organised association. of female opera-
tives, to be admitted on conditions, preseribed by the Convention.

So far, the suceess of the undertaking has execeded the hiopes of its most
sanguine supporters, The plan of the organization s a perfect one.  The
gencral objeets of the unton meet the approbation of a larec proportion of
our respactable mechanies; and it hids fair to prove a bhenefit not only 10
those immediately interested, but to socicty at large.

We embrace this occasion to yemark, that the recent celchration of
the 4th of July hy our Trades Union, a gociety now scarcelv four months in
existence, was uncxpectedly grand and imposing.  The respeetive trades
appeared in procession with splendid and appropriate banners -and em-
blems, to a pumber exceeding two thousand, and & finer body of men we
can venture to say, never mnoved together through the streets of onr city.
A beautitul printing press in full operation, and a superh frigate, com-
pletely rigged and manned, drawn by twenty-four white horses, gave in-
ereased interest to the show, The whole escorted by the Mechanic Rifle-
men, a beantitul light corps under the command of Capt. Snelling.  The
procession moved through some of the principal streets to Fort Hill, where |
the Declaration of Independence, and Declaration of Rights of the Trades
‘Union of Boston and vicinity, were read by Cuarnks Doveras —and an
oration delivered by Freperick Rosiysox,®  Anappropriate hynm, writ-
ten for the occasion by a member of' the Trades Union, was sung by the
assembled thousands, to the tune of Old Hundred, accompanied by the
band. The procession then re-formed under a salate from the frigate, and
proceeded to Fanueil I{all, where a dinner was provided for the occasion.

- The T'rades Union have reason to be proud of this celchbration, It sur-
passed n splendor, in strength of munbers, in heauty, in good order, and
perfection of arrangeinent, any similar exhibition ever made in this city.
Aud it was got up, compleled, and enjoyed, by the Mechanics alone. We
say not this in the spirit of exclusion,— but our mechanics, and our most
useful men, have been o long shut out from public festivals, or admitted
only to he set down at the tail of the feast, that welo T m e aEge
worthy inotive of sclf-respect, which has induced the
this oceasion and celebrate the day of our national |
coming freemen.

{" That portion of this oration which relates to a reform in jurisprudence,
‘will be read wilh increased interest, when it is recollected that Mr Rebinson
18 now one of the Commitiee appointed by our Legislature to revise the laws
of the State.—PurLi1sHER.]




