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Cextre Connncr, Junvy 4, 1881,
Dear Siri—

Permit us in our own name, and that of the Society which we
represent, to express the high satisfaction that we have enjoyed this
day, in listening to your excellent Address, and earnestly to request
that you will comply with the solicitation of the Society, contained in
the foillowing resolution: viz.

Resolved, 'T'hat the thanks of this Society be presented to the Hon,
Gicorge Robertson for his able and interesting address, delivered this
day; and that he be solicited to grant us a copy for publication.

Yery respectfully your friends,

ROBERT MKEOWN, ? Conmuniltee of the
WAL M., RIDDLIE, Deinologian So-
WILLIAM W, HILL, S ciety of C. C.

~ Daxvinee, Jury 4, 1834.

Crondlomcn:—

Although, as you must know, the address, 2 copy of which you
have requested for publication, was prepared in very great haste, and,
as 1 assure you, without any expectation that it-would ever have any
other publicity than 1ts delivery this day gave 1t; yet 1 cannot refuse
a checerful compliance with your request, With all its imperfections
it is now yours—do as you please with it, |

Reepoctiudy your friend,

GLORGE ROBERTSON,



ADDRESS.

ANOTHER vear is gone—and with it have gone forever many of our
countrymen, ncighbors and fricnds. A memorable and eventtul yecar
has it heen—a portentous era in the afluirs of men, and o scason of pe-
culiar trial to us and to our civil institutions, Butin the allotments of an
wll-wise Provideace, our beloved country is yet permitted to stand forth
united and free, and we too have been preserved to hail the light of this
hallowed day, and in health and in peace, once more upon -carth, to
make the accustomed offering of our thunksgiving.

"T'his is no common day; it-brings with it remembrances, and obli-
cationg, and prospects-peculiarly teresting and 1 1mprc=='=wc. 'T'he 4th
of July, 1776, opencd a bright and glorious scene in the great drama of
human affairs,  The declaration of North American Independence
was the oflspring of the purest patriotism and of the most enlightened
reason; and already it has been the parent of events which must, in
all time to come, have a great influence on the destiny of man.  The
time will never come “hcu the baliny noon whose 5Sth anniversary
we now commnemorate, will not he remembered as onc of the purcst
and brightest that ever becamed upon the moral world. Thentit was
that Franklin and Adams and Jeflerson, and their compatriot repre- -
sentatives of the will and intelligence of the people of these states,
then colonies, proclaimed to the world these fundamental truths—that
all men are by nature entitled to be free, and to enjoy cqual rights to
life and liberty—to the acquisition and sccurity ot property, and to
the pursuit after happiness, now and forever; that the frec and delibe-
rate will of the people is the only legitimate source of all human au-
thority; that all just government is administered for the greatest good
of the whole body politic; that man is not accountable to man for his
conscience or his'opiniong, and should not be disturbed by any human
means, 1n the free exercisc of either the une or the other; and of
course, that no freeman should forfeit any civil llght or privilege in
consequence of his actual enjoyment of perfect freedom of judgment,
or of consciecnce. 'This was the first formal and authoritative an-
nouncement cver made by any people of the truc, clementary princi-

ples of frec government or of social -organization. It was the united
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voice of sound philosophy and pure religion, asserting, for the first tine,
the natural rights of an intelligent, moral and christian people.  But
the simple ereed thus announced, God-like and ennobling us all must
feel it to bey when considered ag a gpeculation of philanthropy, would
nevertheless be deenicd but the illusion of o golden uge unless ity
principles, so just and so heautiful in the abstract, can be satisfacforily
cexemplified in the actual condition of socicty und the practical opera-
tions of government. The value and application of those principles
o any people must depend altogether on the moral character and con-
duct of the majority. 'Their truth and value have been so far, happily
illustrated in this land of promise; and the successful progress of the
arcat.American experiment is ascribable to the pervading intelhgence
and the predominant habits and virtues which- have hitherto signalised
the great body of the people of these states,  Qur Declaration of In-
dependence was but the refleeted image of the principles and senti-
ments of those by whom it was proclaimed, and by whom it was tri-
umphantly maintained. The moral light which then dawned in the
hearts of our countrymen, guided them successfully through the perils
and sacrifices of a protracted and bloody struggle for -independence,
and having led them to still nobler :ichiovmncnt-—-—tho cstablishinent
of wiscly constructed institutions for preserving liberty and cquality—
has alrcady cast its cheering rays over distant lands, and unless ex-
tinguished, or cclipsed in this new world, will shine brighter and brighter,

until, with the cflulgence of perfect and untversal day, it will enlighten

and bless all mankind, ot ¢very color and every clime.

Lt us then rejoice that our lots have been cast in this land of liber-
ty and this age of light.  And lct usall endcavor to feel and to act as
a moral pcople should feel and act on this our great day of national
jubllcc—a day cver to be remembered with pious gratitude, and worthy
to be conscerated through all time, to the cnjoyments and the dutics
of a reflecting patriotism and a comprehensive benevolence.

Generation after gencration will pass away and be forgotten, but
when, in the lapse of ages yet to come, the monumental columns and
Pyramids of nations shall have mouldercd to dust, and the names of
tyrants and of demagogues shall havc sunk 1nto oblivion or contempt,
the immortal principles of our Declaration of Independence and the
virtucs of the patriots who, to maintain them, pledged their lives, their
fortunes and their sacred konor, will still shed a mild and mellow light
which will never fade away as long as liberty has an altar, or God has
atemple upon carth.  But whether in after times, here or clsewhere,
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those prineiples and those virtues chall prevatl among mon, or <hiall he
remembered only as the historie glories of u meteor agey mmay depend
much, very muchy, on the conduct of those of this generation, who,
under Providence, have been made the reeipients for themselves und
the deposttories for wll wankind of one of the best hoons ever vouch-
sifed by God to man,

This then s an oceasion peculinely proper for o dedication of our
Lhearts to our country, and ol our minds to sober contemplations on our
dutics 1o ourselves, to those who have gone hefore, und those who shall
conmcafter us, and o that Being who stood by our futhers in the gread
day of their fiery triady and by whom we will be lield accountable for the
manner in which we shall discharge the sacred trust committed to our
keeping,

Standing as we do, on an isthius conneeting the dead and the un-
born—the fathers of our liberty who have gone belore ug, and the
sons who are to come afler us injov or in sorrow, it is our duty this dayv
—lke the ancient Greeks during their Isthmian and other national
commemorations=—to observe an universal, amnesty and glancing
at the past, the presentand the future, to banish all passion and preju-
dice, personal, partizan or national, and, as one family, unite in the
noble resolution, that we will hencelorth as long as we live,do all thut
we can to cherigh the victues, and to preserve, improve and hand down
the moral and civil institutions, without which liberty is but licentious-
ness, and {ree government but an empty and delusive name.

In the history of the old world the philosophie observer can find but
few incidents gratifying to the philanthropic mind, and no satisfactory
cvidence of the capacity of the mass of mankind for the maintainance
of a just and stable democracy. Greeee, the cradle of letters, and
the nursery of the arts—the Iand of Homer, of Solon, of Herodotus——
the theatre of Thermopvlwe, of Leuctra, and of Marathon—classic
Greecee, in the heyday of her glory, beguiles the scholar with her
minstrelsey, hier eloquence and lier arms, and fires his genius with il-
lustrious examples of devoted patriotism; but a calm survey of her
history cxposes lamentable scenesof disorder and injustice, the natural
cifcets of the ignorance of the'multitude.  Under the spell of & mo-
mentary ingpiration, the superficial inquirer may be deceived with the
semblance of popular {rcedom, but the illusion will vanish when he
beholds the army of demagogues and their triumphs: when he sces
Pisistrates putting down Solon—a deluded moby subjecting Aristides to
ostracism because he was called #the just®—and the sume potent, but
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incongtant engine, taking the Iife of Soerates because hie ventured to
intimate the inmmortulity of” the gonly and the existence of one, nnd
only on¢ God—when he beholds the insecurity of virtue, and the in-
stability of justice, und the finud degeneracy and desolation of the once
fuir fumed Greeee, he will feel that the populace, like its own fubled
Polyphemus, was w blind giant, incapuble of sell direction, and as apt
to destroy as to preserve, . |

Rome, once mistress of the world, was, in her best days, the great
arenw of contending factions,  She too had her demagogues, and the
“ Majesty of the Boman Pcople,” was thewr watchword,  And though
she had hier Ifabriciug, her Regulugy her Catoy, her Cicero—she had
ulso her Clodiug, and her Svlla, and hier Ciesurs, honored in their day
as the friends of’ the people; and whether Marius or Syl Cwsar or
Pompey prevailed, the victory was in the name of liberty, the Kepub-
lic was honored with w trinmph, und a cliumor of approbution echoed
from the Iforum to the Capitol.  But even Augustus Ciesur, ubsolute
as he wag, preserved the forms of o Republie, whilsty by the perver-
ston of his vast putronage to his own aggrandiscment, he made an
obscquious and prostituted Senate the Registers of hig willyand, inthe
name of liberty, fastened a heavy yoke forever on an applauding
populace,
. T'he fust anchored Isle—the natal lund or our fathers and the moth-
or of our conuon law, has done much for mankind.,  But she too has
had her scencs of civil strife and of blood.  1ler Wakeficld, her Smith-

ficld_and -her_Bosworthfieid;_she has had her T'udors, and her Stuarts,
her Jeffreys, her Bonner and her Cromwell, as well as hier Sidney, her
Cranmer, and her Hampden; and after ages of reformation in Church
and State, her aristocracy still governs, her llicrarchy still prevails,
and the harp of Lrin hangs tuneless and sud on the leafless bow of her
blasted ouk.

The French Revolution had its Dantons and its “Robespiers—and
after the bloody idol of licentious liberty had, like the carof Jugernaut,
crushed its thousands and overturned the Temples of the true. God, a
Pretorian band of Grenadiers delivered over the ¢ Republic® to the
safckeeping of a Bonaparte.

After contemplating such scenes, well might the philanthropist
doubt the capacity of man for sclf-government, and exclaim in the
language of Madam Roland under the guillotine—¢ Oh liberty! what
crimes have not been perpetrated in thy abused name!*™—DBut when,
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Crom the waste around himy he casts his eye on this green spoty he {eely
that there is yvet hope for mun upon carth.

'I'he discournging futlure of the experiments which hud been made
of popular government among the most enlightencd nations of ancient
wid modern Idurope must be attributed, not to any invincible incapucity
fur such a government, but to the predominance of ignorance und its
consequentinl viees,  Universal liberty and universal lm]lt are insepas
able,  All maukind have capacities for the one as well as for the
other, and were created for the enjoyment of both; and as sure as
there isa wise and iminutable Providence, man will ultimately be cle-
vated to the full and-undisturbed fruition on carth of’ those great endy
of his moral being.  Will that God, who preserved Christianity through
the gloom und desolation of the middle ages, sutler liberty, its oftspring,
to perish?  Doth, we trust, have taken deep root in American soil.
‘They were planted by our forcfathers, under circumstances peculiarly
propitious.

I'he mariner’s compass, the printing press, the discovery of Ameri-
a, ¢ the Reformation,” and other subsidiary agencies having opened
Light on the black cloud of ignorance and superstition which hung over
liurope for ages succceding the overthrow of civilization by the bar-
barians of’ the north, man, long subjugated and degraded, began to un-
derstand and to asscrt his imprescriptable rights,  But still borne down
and oppressed, many of the most intelligent and most resolute sought
an asvlum in the solitude of this virgin land, and brought with them
all that was most excellent of the improved habits and institutions—
moral, social and civil—of the Transatlantic world which, with all its
charities of home and of country, they exchanged forever for the hope
of happinessin the new world. IHere was thcn, for the ﬁﬁh@e, ex-
hibited an infant community in the maturity of social organization~—a.
people at once, intclligent and virtuous—nascent colonics of equals
who, though still dependenton the King, Lords, and Commons of Eng-
land, enjoyed the protection of the common law, worshipped their own
God in their own way, and far surpassed the mother country-in the ac-
tual enjoyment and prevalance of civil and religious liberty.

+ When, after the lapse of necarly two centuries, such a people, won-
derfully improved by their intermediate-trial and expericnce, deter-
nined to set up for themselves, they were able, in full manhood, to stand
alone, and did stand up as one man, in the dignity and strength of their

nnted moral energics: and they were not alone--God stood by them;
because, as they were qualificd for freedom. ThEIR cause was His,
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Ihus panoplivdy suceess was suve; and o comnon strnggle ended e a
common blessing,

'I'he American Revolutiony unlike any that preceded ity was altogeth-
or w work of intolligence und virtue, It was o sober and solemn
appeul by a moral and christian people i hehalf of the rights of all.
'I'he people begun it—the people carried it on~—und the people ended
it, fur themselves and posterity; and it was-hegun and carried on, and
cuded as became rational and just men, strugieling, ag equals, tor all that
wits most dear to each, |

Nuational independence was not the only object, and wag L {ron
bheing the only ofleet of that great appeal ; and, had nothing clse or better
heen achieved, the revolution would have been unprofitable—perhaps
pernicious,  But the ends of the nomentous contest were announced
in the Declaratiogrol’ Independence; and these ends were accomplish-
e Loqual rights, sceurity—justice=—crowned the final triumph; and
tor these we are mdebted less to the valor than to the virtue of our
.anceestors.,

'T'he close of the war of independence opened new dangers. A
coverninent was to be established, and history, with all its lights, did
not furnish a safe model.  Thirteen independent states were cither to
ve confederated or consolidated; and m the one formor the other, 1t was
yet to be tried whether the many or the few-—one man or ally should
" rule.  But the same moral power which presided over the Revolution,
still presided,y and out of the chaos which ensued, brought forth a new

creationy-orderlyybeautifulyand harmonious,  All desired the greatest
vood of all.  "Uhere was no Caesar to scck a crown—no Cromwell to
clatm o protectoratc—no Plebian envy—no Agrarian law—no rehi-
cious fanatictsm produced the Revolution, or armed with power an
ambitious leader—WASHINGTON had led our armices to victory, and
his highest ambitton was to be a free and uscful American citizen.
The American people, now liberated from forcign dominion, were
prepared for freedom.  Feeling this, they were determined (o enjoy
the great boon themselves, and to establish 1t for us or a new and
hroad toundation of equal rights, populur intclliyence, and pudblic virtue.
And have they not done so?  The work of their hands, 1s it not good?
Itis as perfeet as the capacities of the age could make it. It was the
fruit of compromise, a compromisc of diversified interests and opin-
jons; and presents an illustrious example of that liberal and enhght-
cned spirt of moderation and concession, without which the Federal
Consutution could never have been established, and cannot be pre-
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rorved, ‘That constitution was the firstorgunized forin of government
(excepting some of our State (onstitutions, and the articles of con-
federation) which any people in tAeir primary assemblies ever origina-
ted and estubljshed,  Doubiless it has dofects; being the workmanship
of mun’s hands, it could not be igultiess,  Buty with such cecasional
ulterations and repairs as expericpce shptl recommend, and patriotism
may adopt, it may do all that a form of government can do, and will
last ng lonir as public virtue :slmllg;;cvni!. It cstublishes the union of
the S:utes as he anchor of salety—it defines and disiributes political
power in such @ manner, as o give o ueliberate public opinion its just

‘operaiien, and to sceurc justice azainst the passions of funclionaries
er facions; and it Tguaranices Yo cvery cilizen the liberty of cons. .

science, of opinion, and of specei. For nearly half a*century it has

been tried, and, so fury has been cequal to the purposes for which it was

"

{ramed, and to the expectations of those by wiem it was adopted.  Uns
der 1's benign protection, not a drop of blood has been shed in civil war,
Justice has been admimistered “without sale, dental or deiay* Our
population has increased from four (o thirteen miilions, andour country
has not only acquirced great wealth and strength, but.has established
for itsell among the nations of the carthy a bright and distinguished
name. INo title is more honorable, or, among sensible men, more hon-
ored, thun that of *Citizen of the United Stutes.”

And the Valey of the Mississippi—this Hesperian land of ours——is
it not, with all its: cnohanting wonders, one of. the ftuits of that liberty
and“scecurjty which have been assured to us by our mnstitutions? A
wild wilderness when Independerice was declared—it already blooms
n alltne beauty and maturity of the most civilized nation.  Its popu-
lation exceeding three millions, aad increasing beyond example, in
numbers, in wealth, and 1n meral, power—1ts dwellings, its farms and
its churcnes—its cities, 1ts cﬁollogcé, 1ts Stcam Boats and its Rail Roads
—altogether exhibiting a landscape, now and in perspective, never
surpassed, if ever equaled inphysical beauty, and moral grandeur.

But this should be a day of candor and of truth. Our country’s
escutcheon, surpassing though it 1s, cannot appear altogether spotless.
We havgowed, and yetowe, with augmented, and contmually increas-
ing obligations, a sacred debt of justice and magnanimity, to the abo-
riginal Red Men, whose homes we occupy, and whose council fires we
have extinguished. . Helpless, hopeless, and forlorn, a miserable rem-
nant only remaine of the once powerful lords of this continent. And
hall the last melancholy relics of those vast tribes also perish?. The

B
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honor of" our country forbids 1t, ’l;hr. cffurts hithertu, to meliorate theyr
‘f'.

condition, tlmngh well mluudu] him, not been always the most ‘con
geniid, or Appriy dintesnor sufliciently earnest andypersevering. T Qw
can be yel civiliged=—they cun yet e reelimed, and madoruseful fnd
happy,  Letiche done, ..eamcllr'! shodld-do it—Ameriei cari do jl—

and Aerien. we teast and

T . N ;
Fiwe phiianthropist has st aiso 'm Imm nt, that o curse neposdd on
Onr neestors wiaen f'ulunml stibijee ony sl gers mnong us, Do- |

’ ‘ 1 ] LI ]
clieve, will do ity and, if «he shall accom-
- ' . ‘'
]‘Jll:--h . thonsh oo ling deferred, the tablet on which the :l{th](:\‘(_!l]')(_:l'lg__.
' ' ¥ ¢ L P ] 2 ¢
hadi Lie recurdeds will be one of ®he Taivestin all her hright annals, S

mestie slavery cannot he nlg\nhnlf abolished | lu all the States, mn*--ls- *

H"

ton'l-i_}' with the weltire of either 1} ac black mah or (e white, A -pre-
matnre  ciisel of meoapsiderie lnnn ml.\ llll“]lt be disastrous, and
wourdd certminly tend (o defent or et el (lw [Illlllhll(‘ objeet ol evedy
aood wd wise nan—=nive Al egancipation, " Put e feed that puhll(..
seRiINen’, b lmilr* , am inedividuad 11\11 resty are all conspiring to
extirpate the areat hourehold pat 1 and w l“ m convenlent tine, and e

sae et and engible wodey stisaciory to ally nash o Dreves e

cut e, 5 - '
. . L e ' 'l

[Cnne s raennied [0, .,h [, I *-.._11{1 AN ﬁf‘ onr aflirs, the el
veseence ol pavtv hins somedioes deagne l c*Ln (ranauility, and l'h.-.lt
HLcliolt hm, more than once, daretd to raize s, ( t"[;('l( an’ head. uBuL

these evils will aecoinpany Bberty itz best (m._w NO) llnml\od
. " ® -
eood belongs to carth. Populay iu: 01 lnm cannot ewxf \fitheul 1he oLca-

\ A
sional awriations newdent to 1]1% coliision ul dlhmmlt i'llf(’l‘C“‘-t"a and

OPINIVILE, ‘
v Eactinn will freedom, hl - its shade, rarsue,
“Yet, hike the shadow, prpves the subs tunce tluL

In ev CTV free o wie, there st b(, umlmluur 0 JllllCl!l"- and llml m--
l 3

terests, which w it hroduce p.u('ms- firdd with ctulation, and, 1ot Un-

[requently, armed wiih passion and pre )u.(iu.,c.. And where there are

such particg, there will be demadoruc s—dight and protean newspaper.,

|I||'-.-l" t-ﬁ"

politicians, hollow-hearted and dgeeittul—who, floting on the bubbling
tide themseives have raised, excite every Ul‘(‘*iudicc. persuadet every
sngpleton, and adaress every pa-'-wn of l]l(. credulous, the isnorant,
and the unprincipied.  Lhese *“uw* {,dh(lldux cannot be prevented
without destroying the vitabty, w lw:l ) protiwces them, Bm: as long as
the heart of the bodv polmc, 1§ gound, they will be but as ]Hllllil(‘b on
the skin. and with the antmaleule w hwh live in them and feed on them,
will be carried off” by the healtiy circulatien of the pure blood of life.
Hitherto we have been saved by the ultimate rectitude and energy

’
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ol publie opinion——-a resvurce thut will never fail whilst soundness
nbides with the hody' ol our pr=0plc' Populur virtue and intellizence,
are the only firm foundations of prjpullu liberty s and until these founda-
tions have been sapped, the superstracture will never tall. Porhaps
the most radicul defect o our politicad orennization, is the dispropor-
tionale power and patronage wih which the national  Faecative is
armed,  And whenever our hioerties shall fally they will sink ander
the combined activn of o perveried Iixecutive amd o lieentions press.
But should 1c ever be owr ot to belolld one ol the most alarmine trials
to whigh onr rigits can be doomed-——an unworthy Chiel” Majestrate,
clevated and sustwined by selfich and ambitious party, perverting his
creat patronage, and-abuzing his power by rewardiae his - sycophants,

proseribiny all uhn dure to think honesthy for themselves, and  prosti-
tuting the pablie press—and wmercenary band ol placemen and expec-
tants, like the degenerate Romans n the davs ob ihe Ciesurs, only
because the supremaey of their masier’s will s indizpensable to the
attaimnent of their personal ends, vindieating those ubuses and acting
out the detestable doctrine of | Hobbes, that the king cannot be guilty
of perjurv,as long as the people cun be prevailed on to sanction or
can be compelled to endure his usurpations—then, cven then, if vire
tuc and intellivence sult abide with the grear mass, thoueh we shall
fament.the loathsume scenes, we need not tremble or despair; the
rightlul .-‘-srj‘.'m'ci“‘n, will at las:, azzerl thelr supremacy, and #come to

thC I'C‘:('U(« Ul [h(.,“. V ’U!ul(«(l IRSUtitions s —tNey 1y COe s 'U\\ ]\ —-but
- - w
— - "“'M

come they mH, and wilit ™ pon er.
Bat these slight bicmi=hes at wiien we have just glanced—what are
they in the sublime I}I‘US}H‘.‘(:!‘: vl as dav opens oourview?  "They
oo hut the spots on the sane and thoueli the mnerosonl wiaon of
misanthrepy may magnily them, they arce lost in the creat panoruna
|

which our cocniry presents to the eve o an mstructed and compre-

Pt
hensive patriotism, - Could Boon and Harrod and Logen—when, in
this once & land of blood,” they fivst trod in the tracks of the Indian
und the Luﬁuloc-——-hme dreamed that what we now beneld 1 this
smiling West, would s0 soon have succeeded thelr adventurous foot-
steps, how would such a vision have cheered them amidst the solitude
and perils which they encountered, in aiding to plant civiiization in
the wilderness! But.oh! the pilgrim band of Plvmouth Rock—the
offcast germ of the once leafless, sapless, tree of light—what holy joy

would theirs have been, had their last lingering glimpse of the green
ficlds of their childhood hcen gilded with a hope, that the then house-
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less golitude of their refuge would, so soon, or ever be transformed
into a vast cultivated garden, the ubode of that liberty, religion and
law, for which they had abundoned forever the comforts and endear-
nments of the homes'of their birth? |

Here let us pruse, and contemplate our actual condition—its peculiar:
and pre-cminent blessedness, its hopes;its fears, its dutics, and its respon-
sibilitics. Al that our-noble sires hoped for, and ull that rational man
could expeet. is now ours.  This feir country is oursy and that liber-
tys thut religion, and that just and equal faw, for which the hardy hun-
ter and the pious prigrim longed and suflered. are all ours—ours to
“enjoy—ours to unhohl——-om'.,. o improve, wid exalt and transmit.
We are indeed the heirs of rich blessings—the price too of virtues,
of blood, and of tears that greatly enhance their sucrednoss and their
value. 'To pmm oirsclves wort by of these blessings, is a sacred
duty we owe tothose who secured them for us—to r::urac,hcs who hope,
to enjoy therm, and to our children, who will have a right to claimthomy
as-we received them, unimpaired, unjeoparded, and improved.  Shall
- this threelold obligation Le fulfiled?  Let thiz solemn question never
“be forgotton; and may cach of us be faithfully answering.it by cur
cenduct, as we should, as longaswelive. =

"To enjry and preserve—ize must possess the p? inciples and prac-
tice the virtues, which achieved and cstubleshed our constitutional
liberties; awe must maintain, by just and proper means, the union and

the larmony of ~the—States;we-must-guard-with—all-our- vigilance,
and defend with all our energics the Federal Constitution, and should
-crer permit, or connive at any infraction 5_}" its protisions, or evasion
of its principles under any pretence, or for any purpose whatsoercr
we must never permit ¢ Manlius 10 es eape the sentence of public jus-
tice by potinting to the Capitol whick Le once saved—nor exen a Scipio
Africanus, when properly arraigned, whether guilty or innocent, to
elude a fair and full trial by appealing to the battles he had won for

his country; thc pullic law must be wiflexibly supported by all, be.
cause it 1s the only support or security of all; ive should always give.
our suffrages to those who are most worthy and capable; we should
ncrer trust or sustain any fmzr:tmnm Yy hagh or low, who adopts any.
other rule of official conduct than T'HE PUBLIC GOOD; uc.
shoull approve and encourage all efforts and institutions which tend
to moral improvement, or to the establishment of useful principles, or
habits; we should ever remember, and strwe to imitate the mrtuee of
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otr civil duty, it world be well for us to conzider what, under the same
circumstances, Washington or IFranklin wonld have done; and 1t
should cver be a leading mazim of our lives, that, * ABOVIE OUK-
SELVIZS QUR COUN VIRY SIHOULD BE DEAR.

When c\perlencc shall expose any radical defeet in the Lonsututmn,
let the proper remedy be upplied, but with a pradent circunispection
and foresight, Inconsiderate or hasiy -inuavation should never be
permitted, nor would it ulways be prudent to atempt to remedy shight
defeetz. There is a sacredness in age.  The Constitation as it was
in the davs of our futhers, will be endeared (0 us by many tender and
interesting associntions; and it is the veneraiion we feel for it, which
gives to it its chiel efficacy.  Just as it 1g, 1€ will preserve us 1f WO
prescrve it; and 1 we transmit it pure and unchanged, we leave it
Improv cd—-— rreatly improved by il and by age. |

Dut, unless. the: coming generation shall he properly prepared for
constitutional liberty, ifs transmission to them will be a curse insicad |
of a blessing; and the best hope for freedom the world ever had, will
be blasted, and perhaps for ases. One’of the greatest obligations, |
therefore, thit rests upon us, is+to our children—io qualify them for
enjoving 2nd preserving all the blessings of our [ree Institutions, when
we shall have gone “to the Jland where our fathers have n'onc."

The -proposition that man is camblc of self-gov emmcnt presupposces,
necessarily, that he 1s virtuous and mlclhﬁ'cnt 'This truth, so sélf-evi-
dent, 1s- c\c,mnhhcd by the history of cvery age. o

'\Iu(‘h has boen wriiten about the most cﬂ’ccm c socml org: mlaauon,
and the best conservative principle of States. Buat all the wisdom of"
the most learned Philosophers, and all the artifices of the most ex-
perienced politicians, never did nor cver can project any expedient
which can supply thewant of a general diffusicn of moral light. As

a free moral agent, man in the social and eivil state, must be 1eo'ulated
. by moral principles: Itis the dictate of rezson as well as a law-of
" nature that, among cquals, the majority chould govern; and, among
equals, the majority will govern.  Buf, unless the majority understand
their rights, and their duties too, and possess the virtues cssential to
the maintainance of those rights; and the proper dmharfre of those
duties, they will notlong govern, and, whatever may be the form of
govcrm‘ﬁem,’ they will, in_fact, be governed. Thisis cqually the dictate
of reason and the law of nature. When the numerical plurality are in- -
capable of Juctself-control those whoare virtute majoris, and not those
who are numero pluris, constitute the actual and efﬁf‘lent majorltv,, ang
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the only onc thut can govern wisely or safely.  As “ Knowledge s
‘poreer,” those who do not possess an equal degree of intelligence and
virtue, should not, and cannot oxercise an equal degree of moral in-
fluence. It is worse than mockery to declnim about % liberry and
cqm:h'ky,"’ when the great lever of moral power is held by & compara-
tively few members’of society, who must govern as long as reason
predominates; and when that dees not prevail, pussion, like a voleanic
cruption, overruns every opposing burrier,  And cither dilemmu—the
onc béinz olizarchiv, und the other unarcliy or mobocracy —is inconsis-
tent with liberty und safety.  ‘The best oreanized government must
be practically the once or'the other, unless the erout body of the pcople
possess . a pervading und preponderating moral power,  The genius
of the government should be adapted to that of the people; and the
praciict 11 covernment will be the image of those by whom it is admin.
istered and controled,  1tis political qu.,wlu,r)- to attempt to preserve
republican institutions among a corrupt ot ignorant people.

“What 1ga free State?

“Men, high ninded men,

“ Men who (hetr duties Anotw,

* But.(wlso) know therr vights,
And, knowing, ilare maintain--
THESE constitute a State.''

The stability of a constitiumn depends not so much -on its structure,
as on public opinion.  “i'he principles of the people, however bad, will
prcvallovcrlhosc of ‘their_constitiition, howey: er good. . The constitu-
_tion can afford no sccurity, unless it be rev cred as inviolabie, by lhose,

T T e oo - e R - ———~ S
whore will st roventn U biess T s o e peopiete TRt T ——om—

ed, vigilani, and trues these wao may be entrusted with power, may
not Le such ax are ‘.\'Hl'lil} of e s g IR (0 ax llll_‘_'\ piu‘;.:l‘: and
stll Le sustatned by o misica ety even i trampling down their
constitutional bulwurkscomd B thar onn chuins. No vassalago
15 80 complete as that of the vin—rnn servitude 2o hopcloss. oo
ding, as that of the wind. That nund which = under the dominion
of any other nundy 1~ notfreey 10 o slaved thongh it may wear gild-
ed chams.  And winind under the domaion of passicn, tonorance,
or vice, is not, whil-t thus cnslaved, a free asent, or it w be free. A
community ol such minds cannot enjov civil hlwrl}'.

When the people arc truly enlichtenced, tunults and encroachments
can do no permancnt mischiel—and, without such guardian intelli-
gence, the best coustuution, and the wiscst laws cannot, in a popular
government, secure either tranquility, or justice.

A stable demacracy 15 the natural ofispring of the maturity of
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soctety, when the, people are good and wiser  lu guch a cotnmunity,
neither aristocracy nor monurchy —the necessary fruits of the immae
turity ol society—can be maintained, A striking illustration of thiy
self-evident truthy may be seen in the Lilliputian Republic of Sun Ma-
rtno; where all'the citizens, being by w common diseipline, as nearly
equal s possible in moral power, nuintain, in practice, us well as in
speeulation, equal and just nstitutions, and laws which have u moral
toree fur more cfiicacious than physical and merely political power
cotabined.  There the law supports all, hecause it is supported by all;
cevery mfraction of any law is deemed an atterk on the sceurity of
every citizen, beeause itig, by the integrity and inviolability of their
laws, that their rights are sceared, or felt to be sceure.  And thus they’
happily exemplily the maxim of' Solon—# Iorec is the lot of some,
LAW 1sthe SUp O ol all,” |

Though the perfectability of muan in his probationary state, is but
the vision of a vain and benevolent funcy, yet the infinite improva-
hility of the human mind, and of the moral character, is as certain as
it is canobling.  Dominion over the civih, was granted to man in the

~great charter of his being, which endowed him. with, a rational and

immortal mind.  This clemental spurk is the purctum salicns of hu-
man power; nourished and expanded by proper culiure, it can be
made as resistless in its influence as it will be wonderful in its devel-
opementis. Behold the disparity between the civilized 'md the savago
man—Dbetwcen the Christian and the Pagan  world. Remember-*
Athens. IW‘%‘%!—}}MOH "‘F‘—f‘fmer--?{ -ﬁﬁ-—%--ﬁ-%if.‘f}-l)}—'--Gﬁ%?,—?--—?—-%

and of the kinxdom of the Sang by Przaero, Lok at the mariner’s
(Compiss, the Telescope, the l’nmm Press, the Cotton Loom, the
Steam Boat—observe the magie u’ h of nuprovement 1n tiius won-
derful age—:'he arts, the mstitutons, the laws of these  our days; and
behold @ Newton measuring the sun—a Herschel scanning the stars,
and viewing the mountains of the Moon—a Frankim drawing Light-
ening from Heaven—and then, even then, we have but a glimpse of
the cupacities of the human minly orof the power of human knowl:
The power ol knowledue 1s not only sure and comprehensive,

el
[t 1= the power of beinz good, and of

but attractive and happitvine.
doinr good—it is the power of being happy, and of making happy—-it
1s the power of beine alt that man should be, and of doing all that
man should do for his own happiness and the welfare of his country.
[t is the chief source of true hoppiness. It purifies the heart, whilst 1t
exalts the mind.  Itis mmeampatible with dissolute habits, sordid appe-
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titos, and vulgarambition,  As it elevates und expands the intellectu-
al and moval fuculties, itafiveds resources [or enjoyments, both rational
and ugelul, and aids in provc,ntmrr licontious habits, and in destroying
the contazion ol idleness und vice.  An enlightened mind alone can
enjoy “Lhe feast of reason and the fiow of soul;""—it communes with
itsclfy and draws aliment {rom every thing it sces or hears—it finds

' rnn"‘um in treek, and books in lawing brooks;
o Sernans o stoned, and God in every |_h|“lr '

The true patriot will stvive to enlighten the popular mind, and will
endeavor, by proper means, 1o pro; agate truth, dispel. error, and
eradicase vice, * By such eflurts he will hc!p to meliorate the condition,
exalt the character, and sceure tire righis of his fellow men. Tho
citizen who will not thus act, is not the people’s friend, or his country’s
friend; nor, whatcver he may say or think, can he be, at keart, in
favor of universal liberty and cquality,

Daes the philantheopist wish to promole the wellure of his race?
Lot him aid in the diffusion of knowledge.  Does the Amecrican patri-
ot hope that the liberty which he enjoys may become universal and
indistructable? or do we, who are futhers, hope that our children may
be free and happy, and be able to transmit those blessings, unmarred,
‘to their children? T hose hopes are vain and delusive, unless the light

of truc l{nowledﬂc be properly-and cﬁ'ectua]ly diffused. We must in-
struct onc qnother—-\»e must educate .our chlldlen—-—educate them in

“the-habits and principles in which, as. {recmen, they should live, and
in whlch, to be frecmen, thcy must. live. -

T Yy = = TP O v~ YRR T mwrmﬁmm
Onc of the most Comlm]u nw'x'v”("'t"hln{nux: ul QO mmtmn 1S that given

by Agesilaus—* Children shoald be tanght that whieh it will be |)roper
for them to practice wihien thev reach mature ace.”™

[e, whose habits,
principles, and taste, are not estubished when he reaches manhood, is in
arcatdanger of never having good or fixed habit=.or prineiples, or taste.
The stamina of intellectualand moral character, are iormed in the plastic
scason of youth. Nothing i1s more ductile than the infant mind; 1t
may be moulded mto almost any <hape. The hves of Herodotus, of
Demosthenes, of Alexander, of Haunibal, of Franklin, and of many
other illustrious men, exemphfyv this trath. It has been said by a wise
man, that the reason why an old man. while he remembers scarcely
any thing recent, retains a vivid recollection of the incidents of his
boyhood, is, because the interesting scenes of his youth became identi-
fied with hiz soul. Hence the evident importance of early and propot

instruction; and espacialiy that which mav be given an the mother’s
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lapy nndd under the parernal rosf. Lessons and examples then Lmprint-
od, antl prineiest s s lanted, will grow with the mind, and fbrever
in[]uunr'{r i'&: LON Illlll ('h'l"'l(.‘!..:i'. ”‘M' AR T T AN N T TR f“'r"' [J'l.l‘("nl:ll
ahove et und bow nmoartant is 4, i pnr*n s «honld lw wize and prus
deat and vigdant? Ao e 0D re==how saered, nud how event-
ful  ne iy whey mere thoi oy other amos Loiiees iy ereato
oy destroy the germ o '.'ir'm- Remenmer the S mother of the Grac-
f."/u',t mr] Ihf“ P1i0) li :*i‘ () \hl l!“!” v}, oo S :*f':nmm‘.Jr:rtlh:_:su im-

mortal mothersy ana ey o nataie ihes iteraal eoanides, 7

That which s l:llii.j‘i’t B ;wim TS SO THRIE NI cotjeres, s called scl-
CHee, whiel 1s nulhiu"f it }illf:‘,t'it*:l;{t" !‘1,'1:!“,'_1”:1' L) SVELOL, S0 A8 Lo ho
casiy acquired, well ool an b oromniy apiied to s proper usoe
in fhe business ol Toe A v —ienec oy he com n‘(.'lwndul N ®

oo ihe seienee of number

threelold coneralizuion—isi. Mcheanoen
and quaniityy 2ode Povsiealy or the seiensce of external nature; and
2L Moral, or tiie serenee waith tovhes the movad natare, andd obliga-
tons of man i the naturad, <ozl el vl state. T eneh of these
clugsiiations, many *'xl)m"iin--lr*:I:r'm'alm‘xis: af knowledge are inclus
ded.  We will repent some ol thenee clemen siry and eszential only,
Pure mathematics, comnrehends ariitinetic or tne scienee of nunera-
tion, and geomeiry, or the =cience of mensuraiion.  Physical science
embraces mechanical philosophv. or the sensible moaiion and uction of
bodies—Cheriztry, or the mhberent qualtites and laws of matter~—
Anatomy, or lhc annmnal ﬂil'uf-}‘ur(z---["h\'-'-:iulon'i‘ or the functional econo-
my of animal lilc—-Znology, or the nature of irrational animals—
Botany, or the propertics of the vegetable kingdom~-Mineralogy, or
the nature of the mineral kingdom, and Geology, or the structure and
composition of the carth.  Morad science includes Ethics, or the duties
‘of man, as a rational and accountable being~—VMental Philosophy, or
‘the phenomena ol mind--and Jurisprudence, or the principles of le-
aislation. - This 1s a very impericet outline; but general and incom-
plete as it is, it may scrve to show the vastness and beauty, and value
of that intellectual domain, which itis the destiny of mind to achieve
and enjoy. 'The higher branches of scholastic education are taught
in colleges and universities. And it is the duty of all who feel an
interest in the propagation of knowledge, to give their countenance to
such institutions. Itis the intercst of the poor as well as the rich, of -
the weak as well as the strong, that his own country should provide
suitable nurseries for invigorating and cxpanding the faculties of 'its
own citizens, 80 as to acquire_for itself, character and power, and, for
(
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the humble und tie obscurey protection and wstruction,  Such ot os
Socrates and Demosthenes und Cicero und Newton and Bucon and
Burke and Adums and Jellerson und  Huwmilton and Madison—-are, to
the noral, what the huninaries of lleuven are to the natural world.
The higher institutions of learning are almost indispensable to tho
production of such moral lights.  And it should not be forgotten, that
most of the putrineehs of the Revolwtion, men full of scientiic, as
well ag practical wisdom, had been students in colleges or universitics.
(Colleges not only prepare the more active minds for uselulness and
distinetion, hut they arce efficient agents for the diflusion of correct
clementary cducation.  Weong education is worse thun no education.
Primary schools have been woefully delicient in qualificd teachers,
and, not unfrequentlys have bheen injuriously perverted by ignorant
pedagogues,  The colleges, i well patrosized, nught turnish tor com-
mon schools, teachers of the proper qualitications; who, in the usctul
employment of moulding the human mind, might acquire, for them-
selves, honory, and for their country, glory.  And thus too, might so-
cicty be relieved of Iiterary dronces, who, by idleness and activity,
too often propagate a pestilent contagion in the sphere in which they
move. No vocation is more honerable or useful, than that of the cle-
mentary teacher; and no mind can be too exalted for such employ-
ment.  When such men as Pythagoras and Adams and Crawford, were
tcachers of youth, who should be ashamed to be a good school-master?
But elementary tecaching will never be as general, or as useful as it
should be, until well educated tcachers can be cusily obtained.
Common schools, properly conducted, arc also uscful auxihiaries to
colleges, 1n aflording convemient opportunities for cheap preparatory
cducation. DBut were they adaptcd to no other purpose than that of
"educating those classes of society whose sphere will be that of the
common mass, their utility could not be overrated. The value of ele-
mentary cducation has but seldom been rightly estimated by the en-
lichtened and benevolent; and never has been justly appreciated by
that portion of mankind, whose destiny forbids higher scholastic attain-
ments. ILvery citizen should be acquainted with the rudiments of
scticnce—the clementary principles of the arts of civilized man—the
organic laws of the amimal, vegetable, and mineral kinedoms of na-
turc—the fundamental principles of moral and political law, and his
own dutics and nghts as a man and a citizen. 1t is the duty as well
as the interest of cvery citizen to understand the principles of the
ederal and State Constitutions; und, though the American statesmais
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cannot hope to see the municipal laws of las country tanght, like those
of Minos once were; as a part of' common education, still he hould
desive to sce every ertizen instrueted i the principles of his govern-
ment.  These, like the twelve tables of Roman law, should be tanght
as (L carmen Recessarium in overy common school.

'The great object of clementary education, 1, to employ the youth-
ful mind i such o manner as to estublish proper bhabits of thought and
of action—to prepare the puptl for the active business ot lile, and to
c¢nable him to understand his true destiny.  And the body as well as
the mind, requires attention.  “ 4 sound mind in a sound body”
15 essential to happiness, and to the utmost uscfulness. - Gymnastic,
and other more scientific exercises of the bedy, are conducive to grace
as well as to vigor und health; and are therefore useful, if not indis-
pensuble.  We feel that we ave in danger of degenerating ;—active, in-
dustrious, ard moral habits are too much neglected. ,

But the best interests of the commonwealth, no less than our own
racred duties, requuire that our daughters as well as our sons, shall he
well edacated—instructed practically in all the domestic duties, and
instructed also in the elements of science.  Woman’s influence on the
destiny of man is unsurpassed. She will ever be his good or his evil -
oenius.  The object of his most tender relations—the first and most
impressive instructress ot his children—his confidant—his counscllor
the companion of his joys—the sharer of hts woes—WITFE—MOTIIER
—surely she should, by proper culture, be well qualified, in cvery re-
«pect, to dignify and adorn the important station to which Providence
has c¢xalted her sex.

A well organized system of common schools, sustained by the pub-
lic sentiment, 1s indispensable to the greatest happiness and the high-
cst glory of the Republic. 'The poor as well as the rich, must be
protected. All should be carefully instructed. Fvery child in the
commonwealth 1s a child of the commonwealth, and should be equal-
Iy the cherished object of her guardian care. Here lics her strength—
here her libcrty—here her truc glory. Let her rally all her moral ener-
rics, and blend all her scattered rays; let not her neglect cause one
intellectual flower to ¢ blush unseen, or waste its swectness on the desert

air”—and then, and not till then, she will have cquality—then power
—and then an wnwritten law in the hearts of her pcople, tar more salu-
tary and effectual than all the sanctions of all her writien codes.

In our own blessed America, the importance of diffusing truth can-

not be exaggerated. Is man capable of self-government? This
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problem of agey 15 now, and perhapy tor the first tine, subjected to o
fair test.  Americans inay solve it tor themselves, and for the ulmlez\_
human race.  All has been done fur us that the mere structure of
covernment could have done—ull that the wisdom and example ol our
patriarchs could do.  But our mstitutiens are yetin a state of event-
ful trinl.  "They are but the anatomy of’ hhe 1tx—-—1mbhc sentiment 1y
the SOUL. "Fhe vitality as well as the longevity «of the vet living
idoly depends on the purity and intelligence "ol those who w orship at
her =-hr1nc. The vivie of onr fuwthers nnn.nlul the Promethean spatk,
and the breath of there ehildren must preserve, or extinzisl the ves-
tal flune which they kindled on their eonntey’s aline, "The vital ar
of liberty is pure inteligence, as pervading as the sun.  Without this
vlvmlurr clement, the w hole organie structure, beautiful us it is, must
soon l;ccome 11110.0 S isg, and persh,

But mere philosophy, however sublimated or prevatling, is not the
only, or the surest safeguard of hutwan fiberty. [Leason, the most un-
erring, 1s still frail and fhttine, and, anaided, is but tim Lutﬂpm of
Mmo, or the Platonopolis of Plotinus,  Ihis important truth s de-
monstrated by the history of the Paghn world,  docial man needs o
law immutable—some muiive beyond the grave—a pure and Sfreed
religious principle. "I'his 1x lis ANCHOR==sure and steadfust.

In its purity and simplicity——the Chriztian Religion s the friend and
companion of civil libertv—-its constant companion—its best friend.
It taught man his true dignity, and his truc and equal rights. It cleva-
ted woman to her just rank in the scaic of being; and, even anud tho
perversions and prostitutions of a wild superstution, #¢ rescued litera-
ture and civilization {rom the ruins cf a dark and LIC‘:OIJ[IW" age, [t
1s not the metaphysical, or polemic theology of the schools, nor the in-
tallible ¢ orthodoxy™ of scetarian bl;__ffJil}, nor the faise religicn of
persecution, nor the bloody retigion of Smithfield, and of the lnquisi-
tion—of which we speale; but 1t 1s that miid and-pure, and holy retli-
gion, which rebukes intolerance, and dispels 1gnerance, and subducs
vice—that heavenly re hnmn which Leams in the plous mother’s eye,
and hallows the accen’= of the pioug mother’s lips—that religion which .
vroclaims peacc on muti:, and good wili to men, and 1mspires that love
to God and love to man which puriiies (he heart and overcomes the
world.

It is the prevalence of this last and brightest hope of man that will
establish his liberty on the rock of ages.  And this 1t was, pure and
unconstrained, as it came from Hcaven, that the father of his country,
recommended to the people of these Unifed Siates,when, in his vale-
dictory address, he conjured them, by all they held dear, not only to
regard recligion as the firmest prop of their liberty and happiness, but
to treat as a public enemyv, him who should ever attempt to undcn‘mne,
or to shake it.

Had not Washingion, like Fabiug, led our armics, and saved our
country, and then, like. Cincinnatus, retired to his farm—had not his

influence--more thati that of any o‘her man, induced the adoption of
the Federal Constitution—-had nnt his rare virtues, and the weight of
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his character preserved thur Constitution 1 its mfuney, and paralyzued
the Briarian monster that tireatened its destraction=~the ¢losing act of
his public life==his [arewelladdress, o his countrymen, would wlone havo
entitled him to un inperishable menument, Let those countrymen
always revere his principles, and tollow his advice, and their lilerties
will last as long as their country shall he known as “the country of
Washington.” '

Young Gentlemen of Clentre Colleoe,-at whure request tins address
1s attempted=—inay | now be permted, respectfullyv,e to invite yonr
nt(()u[iml to) _\‘Olll'mvll |mr'u|in I’ {lllli(’:&i atd ])1'1“1:-|1(;‘r.215? Hit‘.'il‘i;_: (;:n;__{";lﬁj(:ll
in the pursuit of knowledge i its higher branches, mueh will devolve
on vou, and mneh will be expected of veu, as conspleuous aciors in
the opening scenes ol active hiles Your ctlortg, and your examples,
may have a peenlin influence. Lhatl it be saluiary, or shall 1t be
pernicious?  Will vou, by honoting =cience,biing honor on yourselves,
upon this excellent institution, and upon Your country ?

[Ic who desires to be practically wice, should be a close observer of
men; and should be, not enly industrious and persevering, but svstem-
atic and patient. It waz chiefly by a judicious method,y that Bacon
achicved wonders.  Although eneaged actively in the Jurisprudenco
of his dav, he wooed the muses with a suceess almost miraculous; and,
whilst he was deciding two thouzand chancery causes in a year, he
found time, not only to display his BDotanic taste in beautitying hisg
carden, but to write his Novum arganun. Had he, like Leibnitz,
wasted his time in desultory, or miscellancous studies, and vainly at-
tempted universal conquest, he wonld, hke that Iiterary epicure, have
achicved but camparativeiy lititle. e was also patient. e lived
for nankind, and lovked to posicrity for his reward; so did Solen, and
Newton, and Miton, and Frankiim——whose names posscess more moral
influcnce than those of all the sciohists and chieltains the world ever
5AW. '

Many a signal abortion has been the consequence of impatience,
and prematuic ambiiton. et the voung student and the nestling
politician, remember Tiberius and Caius Gracchus, and let himnever
forget the Dialogue between Socrates and Glanco.  Let im remem-
ber that it is in the maturity of right knowledge, practical as well as
speculative, that useful service is to be rendered, or unfading laurels
to be plucked—that, il" he wish to be distinguished as a Jurist, he must
do as Coke, and Mansficld, and Marshall did-—that, if he desire po-
litical fame, he must follow the example of’ Cicero, of Burke, of Chat-
ham, and of Madizon; and that, if’ he wish to adorn the sacred desk,
he should louk to Saurin, to Whiificld, and to Alexander.

Learn as Bacon, and Newton, and I'ranklin learned—by patient
and rational induction. Banish all falsc idols which lure but to decoy;
and especially aljure Bacon’s idole Tribus aud idola Theatr:. A
servile imitation of distinguished men—a proneness to theorise, and
an eagerness for generalizaiion, bhave ever been common stumbling-
blocks in the wav of science,  Aristotelian absatractions, and Academ-

f

i
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je Jargon reigied with oo mystie und fiatal gpell over the intelleetual
world for two thousund yearse  Cartesian reveries then had their day
of" pernicious nuthority ; and even Bacon the founder ot the true sys-
tem ol philosophising by induction from fuets well uscertained, did
uot live to bhehold the complete trivmplh of” his great mnovation, and
was not himselly in all vespects, an exumplar ol his own rattonal prin-
ciples. |

In the succeeding age, the human mind, rendered  presumptuous
Ly its achievements, and stll ignorant of the true prineiple of’ knowl-
edee, or inattentive to ity hecame seeptical, ad not untrequently, Athe-
istical.  And though the Atomie phtlosophy of Leucippus and Demno-
critug, had heen exploded, and Platomism and Stoieismy had been ve-
nounced, & new system ol Epteurionism was creeted on their ruins.

T'he physiological hypothesis of Locke betng perverted, or misun-
derstood, encouraged Materialism, And the developments of the in-
ductive process having inspired adelusive confidence in human reason,
the Humes and Berklevs of the 17th century, dethroned common sense,
unhinged the minds of men, and left nothing certain but the uncer-
tainty of knowledee. |

Atheism and Theophilanthropy were the {ruits of these metaphysi-
cal sophisins of presumptuous reason and perverted ratiocmation.
And anarchy, vice and confusion tollowed.

But knowledge is certain; and true knowledge inspires humility, as
well as confidence. It teaches the mind to move 1n its appropriate
sphere——to forbear cnterprises béyond its power—to trust to its own
licht as a safc guide @0 its own domain, and to follow that light where-
ver it leads, and, when 4¢ goes out, to stand still.  Newton is the most
perfect model of the true philosophy, and most happily illustrated its
proper gphereand its great eflicacy.

Knowledge—thorough and right knowledge, 1s opposed to bigotry,
sclfishness, and cynicism—it wages an incessant war with idleness
and vice—it 1s henevolent, and its benevolence 1s active—it aspires
to positive usctuluess, and is afraid to do nothing but that which is
wrong—it will not follow n multitude to do cvil—it knows that “the
fear of man bringeth a snare”-—it knows that popularity 1s not an in-
fallible cvidence of merit, and is as evancscent and uncertain as the
wind—it knows that to do good, and not to scem good, 1s the duty of man
—and well it knows,-that honorable tame is the reward only of honor-
able conduct; that to despise such fame, 1g but to despise the virtues
which alonc can carn it, and that the Amaranthynec wreath can adorn
none but the goed and the wise, who climb the lofty cliff, on whosc
brow it blooms.

The enlightencd mind has resources for adversity, which no vicis-
situde of fortune can destroy, and the want of which no wealth or
power can supply. VWhen harrassed by care, assailed with obloquy,
or bercaved of fricnds, the man of truc philosophy has still a fund on
which he can draw with confidence, and of which no earthly power
can ever deprive him, as long as his reason is left unimpaired. The
sanctuary of a purc and cultivated mind will afford him peace and com-
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fort when darkness and desolution are around hinti  Remembor Chess
ro,  Llo had scen his country’s glory blasted by upstart denmngoguod
~—lio had been exiled, and his house had heen demolished by the mocls
patriot Clodiug~deuth had borne fromy his urms his lovely Dwllieg the
only romamning prop of his declining ycars—Dbut theny oven then,
when,y to the wmere animal man, nothing romained but gloom and de-
spairy he enjoyed in his retivement, the socicty ol the illustrions dead
and the cousolutions of philosophy, and thus soared above destiny and
robbed fate of its victim,  'l'o his friend Sulpiciug; he write thuge:
“My daughter remiuned to me—that was @ constant support—-one to
which | always had recourse—the charm of’ her socicty made me al-
most forget my troubles; but the frichtful wound I have received in
losing her, uncloses again all those | had thought healed,  Tamdriven
from my house and the orum.”  But, to Varro he wrote, thus—s¢ 1
have reconciled myself with my hooks—they invite me to a renewal

“of our ancient intercourse—they tell me that you have been wiser

than L in never having forsaken them—I seck my repose with true
satisfaction 1 my beloved studies.” |

Do you desire that fame which shines like the twinkiing star, and
whose temple stands nnmovable on the mountain’s summit?  Knowl-
edge—true knowledge, is the heaten and totlsome wayv, and all other

puths bewilder and nuslead.  Who would not prefer the fame of So-
crates tothat of Cleon—that of' Cicero to that of Clodius, or Anthony,
or Lepidus, or Ciwesar?—the fame of virtue to the blazonry of titles or
of arms?—MKnowledge 1s the only passportto a virtuous immortality ;
and 1ts persoual exemplifications shed a happy moral influence.  Sap-
pho, you know, was canonized as the 10th inusc; and old Cato was call-
cd the 13tk table of the Romanlaw.  And the classical reader reiem-
bers that, when almost all the Greeks captured with Nicias at Syracuse,
had dicd in dungcons, a rcmnant of the survivors saved themselves
by the recitation of heautiful extracts from Luripides. Ilow potent
was the shadowed genius of the immortal Athenian when #¢ alone
mclted the icy hearts that nothing clse could touch, and broke the cap-
tive’s chains which justice, and prayers, and tcars, had in vain tried
to unloosc? And hence “the glory of Euripides had all Greece for

a monument.” Ile too was clevated by the hight of other minds.
It is said that hc acquired a sublime inspiration whencver he read .

Homer—whosc lliad and whogse Odyssey—the one exhibiting the fa-

tality of strife among leading men—the other portraying the efhicacy
of perseverance —have stamped his name on the roll of fame in let-
ters of sunshine, that will nevertaude away. No memorial tells where
'Troy once stood—Delphi 1s now mutc—the thunder of Olympus i1s
hushed, and Apollo’s.lyre no longer cchoes along the banks of the Pe-
neus—but the fame of Homer still travels with the stars.

But my voung friends, knowledge to be useful must be active. If
vou wish to be most useful, do not, like Atticus, shrink from the re-
sponsibilities of public lifc, nor always agree—right or wrong—with
the dominant pafy;—but, rather like Cicero, actively and honestly
deyotc all your talents to the scrvice of your country, and in vindica-
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