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Oration, &e.

HOW mafterly the hand that formed the
declaration you have heard.* Remembrance tri-
umphs at the impreflive and commanding clo-
quence, which fireamed from the patriotic lips of
its manly advocates: how comprehenfive their
realoning, how juft their conclufion. As our pil-
lar of fire, they fhed a radiant light upon the
glooms of the revolution. Jefferfon, Adams, and
fix more of the great framers of the declaration,
you fo juftly prize, ftill live, and their pervading
wifdom and example, as our theltering cloud, will
ftill thield us from a foreign nation, which {eeks,
even now, with baleful influence, to blight the
harveft of our dearly acquired heritage. How no-
bly firm was the fpirit of our fathers—matchlefs
their decifion! Hurling defiance in the teeth of
fuccels, with courage growing from oppofition,
and with Roman fortitude, they would have fold
the encampment of the enemy. As in ancient
Sparta, our only walls were courage and unanim-
ity. America had no ramparts but union,nowatch-
towers, but the vigilance of her leaders; and her
only baftions were the arms of freemen. We may
fearch, but fearch in vain, for an inftance of de-
cifion, {pirit, and motive like theirs: the annals
of Greece and Rome, afford no parallel. Invain

* According to the rules of the Association, the declaration of Inde-
pendence had been read, before the Oration was delivered.
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we lcok for it in the martial Swede, indignant
at his flavifh {ubjugation ; and emerging, with the
great Guftavus, from the mines of the Dalecarlia,
to repel the fell Dane. In vain, in the mortal
conflicts of the Swifs, all firenuous, and laboring,
with the {pirit of the immortal Tell, to protect
their native vales, and their bleak hills. No where
can be found fuch noble firmnefs, animated by a
cencert {o wife, exercifing {uch preventive fore-
caft; and crowning fuccefs, at once, with national
liberty, felf-government, and the principles of e-
qual law.

Prompted by the love of liberty, their defign
was fecurity ; {ecurity through union; their ob-
ject, end, and aim, our country, her emancipaiion,
and man. To live, under growing oppreffion,
with all the experience of :ges before our eyes,
were wilful flavery : and yet, you have feen, that the
language of argument had been exhaufted; and
the force of reafon ufed in vain; for it was not
before the {cales had been wrefted from the hands
of juftice, and the bandage torn from her eyes,
that the vengeful fpirit of freedom rofe. Then
was the magna charta of the United States ratifi-
ed; ratified amid the din of invafion, and the
fhrill clangor of hofiile arms, followed by an aw-
ful {cene of unprovoked devaftation. Americans,
it was the {pirit of *76; the {pirit to live in free-
dom, or die with honor, which rofe equal, ever
equal, to the importance of the hour; fuperior,
ercatly fuperior, to the preffure of misfortune.—
Placed within the rules of warfare allowed be-
tween independent nations, America was erected
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into a feparate commor-realth, {elf-moving, un-
controlled, and free : Unfettered, the felt the ex-
panfive power of independence : The {crupulous
were reconciled ; fortified by f[elf-approbation,

every bofom breathed his country’s caufe: The
fword was fanctiened, and every wrift was nerved.

The gates of war were before unlocked, now,

¢ open fly
¢« With impetuous recoil, and jarring sound,

«¢ The infernal doors, and on their hinges grate
*¢ Harsh thunder!”

But after man had been the victim of defpotifm,
oppreflion was overcome. After a long night of
terrors, the ftorm of war was difperfed; and a fe-
rene horizon followed; freedom was {ecured, in-
dependence breathed, agriculture raifed its droop-
ing head, and commerce began to diffufe her blef-
fings. Juftice and benificence, forbearance and
charity, fucceeded to injuftice and perfecution,
tyranny and blcodfhed.. The veitiges of defpot-
ilm were effaced, and mildnefs reigned. Your
brows, fathers, were crowned with unfading
wreaths. You, mothers, you, who faw and felt
the heart deprefling fcene, beheld the blifsful
change: * * % % % % % ® % % % * % * a5 we
all received a rich inheritance, the {ocial zeft of
property ; and all that adorns and renders life de-
Lightful. .

¢« Heaven opened wide
¢ Her ever-during gates, harmonious sound,

¢ On golden hinges turning.——
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-Americans, whence the great {fuccels of our
fathers? It {prung from thelr unanimity, and their
unyielding iplrn, “which, when once roufed, dif-
dained the terms of peace, offered at the price
of fubmiffion. It was this {pirit which bore them
triumphant, through an unequalled revolution;
and which gave birth and vigor to independence--
our treafure, our birthright, and our pride—the
brilliant gift of heaven to the republic. How are
we to perpetuate the bleffings, for which ther
fought? Let us turn to another great {ubject of
this ftated commemoration, Wthh though not
the prime caufe of our emancipation, is yet the
‘bond of our union, the confummation of our in-
~ dependence, and the hallowed ark of our liber-
ties.

America was difcovered at an eventful epoch.
The art of printing had {pread the revival of {ci-
ence, with inconceivable rapidity. The invention
of gunpowder had changed the art of war; break-
ing the Roman legion, and fhattering the coat of
mail, it opened to the {oldier untrodden fields of
renown, and {pread, before the ftatelman, new
{cenes of glory, The mariner’s compafs had fiil-
led the dangers of the deep, and extended the
emplre of commerce ; levelling ¢ the mountain
wave,” aftonithed Europe beheld the way open-
ed to a new world. While the facility of navi-
gation brought diftant nations home to each other,
and fcience was diffufed through printing, the fum
of human knowledge was enlarged and philofophy
received a founder improvement than in all the
preceding ages of the world. While the mind
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Tay “entrthened by the eafy interchange of im-
p;ox-cn cnt “and the ntroduction of new views;
prejudice, too, became foftened by the attrition
of various communication; and the reformation
in religion, inftilled into the human heart, pecu-
liar boldnefs, felf-poffeffion, and vigor: In an age
{o improved, America has been peopled.

We had been taught by the annals ¢f the cld
world, that nations arofe from the gradual increafe
of population, the-acceffion of neighbouring
ftates, or acquifitions by conqueft: that principles
of ftate were unfolded, and ftat: conflitutions
formed, as emergencies {uggefted fucceffive ex-
pedients. It was ref>rved foran era of the world,
abounding in great events, and left to an age of
nnprovement Tor a people, widely {pread, o e-
rect themfelves, at once, into a fovereign and in-
dependent nation; and to form and adopt a con-
{titution, wife, comprehenﬁve, energetic, and free.
Yes, equal and impartial as the dew of heaven;
for while it tolerates no inequality among men,
it affords to talents, to conduct, and addrefs, the
ampleft fcope; and to difintereftednefs, induftry,
and virtue, the richeft rewards; and, drawing no
diftinction in women, it leaves their {fuperiority to
that fpotlefs purity which heaven acknowledges
and extols. It peculiarly becomes a people, who
owe fo much to wildom, to conduct, and to
courage, to recur with gratitude to the paft; to
buoy up virtue, and incite to laudable cxertion,
Ly a grateful recurrence to heroic achievements,
It is this grateful {enfe which affembles thefe Uni-
ted States, at this moment, to pay the homage due

B
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to departed worth—to raife the triumphal arch
to the firenuous, the unfubmitting MorcaN—to
fee, in lively thought, the laurel wreathed grace-
ful about the brows of the generous Steusex, the
good De Kais, the accomplithed Mercer—the
avenging {word lightning in the nervous grafp of
the invincible Lavrens—Laurens, “fitted to thine
in Courts,” or ftem the tide of war—the dread
Puraskl, ruthing on his fate—the hardy Purnaw,
daring hofts of foes—the wondrous MoNTGOMERY,
with more than human fortitude, opening his way -
through tracklefs deferts, known but to the blood-
flained favage, and the beafts of prey—in ftrong
conception the auguft thade of Greex, in grace-
ful majefty bound into the car of fame—and the
foul of the fclf-devoted Regulus, in voluntary
bordage revived in the elder Laurens. But
where, O matchiels WASHINGTON ! where, amid
the croud of patriots, fhonld we place, and how
exalt, thy facred fhade! Language is impotent.
And yet, to exalt the heart of pofterity—to roufe
the genius of his country, and to firike the breaft
of man, with all the force of glowing example,
we dilcern him at every ftep—he accomplithed
all; and leaving Columbia to repofe on the work
of his hands, our ftatefman, our patriot, our father,

took his flight to heaven., Where was his triumph ?
Above :—

The shades of war-worn veterans around him throng,
And bear, enrapt, their honored chief along,

While Angels, trumpet-tongued, proclaim thro’ air,
Due honors for the first of men prepare,
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Where his requiem? Within—He was lulled to
eternal reft by conicious rectitude. Where is his
monument ? No f{tone tells where the father of
his country refits; but his deeds are infcribed in
the rolls of time, and will {peak in the voice of
ages: embalmed in the love and gratitude of the
good and virtuous, he lives in the veneration and
refpect of his mourning people. Thefe are his
monuments—they {corn the {culptured ftone ; the
fincft parian marble prefents its flaws; thy fame,
tranfcendent chief, knows none. The awful fa-
thers of ancient Greece rofe from the chair of
fiate to invoke the manes of Thermopyla—of
Marathon, and Platea. Let us, too, liften to the
thouts of Saratoga; and, while we enthrone in our
hearts liberty and our country, give to Gates the
meed he fairly won. Let us afcend the heights
of Trenton, and prefs to our beating hearts the
banner of independence, which trembled on the
frozen Delaware. Let us traver{e the Eutaw field,
and, while we hail the returning beams of Liberty,
which, from that great day, difperfed the lurid
cafts which had overfhadowed the fortunes of the
South, “invoke the nymph, fweet Liberty,” to
deck the grave of CampezLL with all the laurels
of King’s mountain.

Sacred fhades! we cannot forget you. Per-
verfe muft be the judgment of him who could
pals lightly over plains, tinged with your blood;
hollow and falfe his heart who could lurch your
manly honors; weak and unnatural the tafte which
could turn from the contemplation of our own
liberties.

B 2
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Americans, your will forbids all foreign themes;
and though the tragic {fpectacle upon the bloody
arena of Europe, has drawn the deep regard of
man, and it has not been unufual to pay that
people a brief tribute of refpect on this day, yet
I have for them but the words you have heard,

‘our enemies In war, in peace our friends.” In
frlendﬂnp or in enmity among themf{elves, let us
have no entangling alliances, and in both be this
our individual and national feeling, as we are
ready to look up to their virtues and improve-
ments, let us be careful to hold an elevation, ever
ready to look down upon their errors, their vices,
and their crimes. To illufirate our true hiftory
requires no foreign aid; its intrinfic truth pene-
trates every bofom, and holds a {ecret correfpon-
dence with the fineft feelings of the human heart.
Its fubject is the fuccefsful labors of the virtuous
and the emulous for emancipation, forliberty, and
the equal rights of man. Let us then indulge the
recollection of {cenes equally dear, and mutually
interefiing. 'While Rhode-Ifland dros the heart-
felt tear upon the defcriptive monument of the
immortal Wagrren, the firft great martyr to his
country’s caufe, and erects the temple of Ameri-
can glory upon the firm bafis of Bunker’s-Hill ;
Maﬂachufetts, difpenfing the meed of high re-
nown, affigns to Greex, the great compeer of
WASIIINGTOV a diftinguifhed niche in the{plen-
did dome. Carolina, emulous, but Juﬁlooks thro’
the lengthened vifta of her country’s laurels, and
diftinguiﬂxes the ennobling palm of Virginia, wa-
ving its triumphant foliage upon the ramparts of
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York-Town; while the Orator of Virgimia, turn-
ing to the South, fixes upon the Palmetto Fort,
and yields to Movvrrie the axgis of his country:
uphfted with the preud recollecnon, he exclaims,
another Themifiocles triumphed over oppofition,
and repelied the invading force before they touch-
ed the fhore;* and again has a confederate re-
public been ﬂnelded from foreign domination by
the wooden walls of another Athens

While, on this day, marked out as facred to our
independcnce, we confpire to lift up virtue by ex-
citement, drawn from thofe great examples which
have given name and dwmty te our common
country, in breathing the {pirit of a confiitution
which, like a kind parent unfolds 1ts gathered
fiores with equal hand, and upon whofe prefer-
vation depends that individual liberty we prize {o
highly—we bow to heaven in gratitude,and pledge
ourfelves to tranfmit to poflerity, pure and invi-
olate, the ineftimable boon now confided to our
hands. This is, indecd, the {acred duty of each
fucceflive age. And-already are we defiined to
meet the trymo conflict for our rights; for again
has reiterated injuftice forced us into a war with
the {fame ftrong power, who would invade, anew,
the choice pr exooatwe won with {o much blood
and treafure. In the faithful diicharge of our du-
ty, in every fituation, confifis the dignity of human
nature; in its neglect, the fouleft difgrace. Thisis

* When ’\Ioulmc propofed to defend (,harleﬂon by means of the Pal-
metto Fort, it was warmly oppofed, upo: rhe fuppcﬁuou that fuchade.
fence \sould be inefl-coal,
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at once the precept of reafon, and the leflon of
found morality. By a compact, freely adopted,
thefe ftates ftand mutually pledged to each other.
If to lurch a confidenceraifed, be the fouleft treach-
ery, to break our faith, thus interchanged, how
foul! Expreffion would be vain.

Americans, we have taken up arms for our en-
flaved feamen and our ravaged commerce, for vi-
olence actually offered, and infult beyond the for-
bearance of the moft peaceful nation on "earth.
The < gentleft children of the Sun” faw not their
blamelefs coaft invaded, their towers in flames,
their Inca fetteied, and their gold extorted, with
half the forbearing patience that we have {een
our wide-{fpread commerce {wept from the face
of the ocean, by two ruthlefs powers, who, “pale
with envy at each others greatnefs,” trample upon
all law to put down a rival, and regard no fanc-
tica when the object is their own exzltation—the
bleod of car countrymen wantonly fthed upon
their own decks, within aur own territoriai fanc-
tuary, and our feamen forced tobondage; and thefe
unparalleled aggreflions were continued till for-
bearance cealed to be a virtue.

When war was declared by the conflituted au-
thorities; declared by our friends, our brothers,
our fathers, men who would for no trivial caufe,
expoie their own children to all the dangers of
the embattled plains, to be neutral were infa-
mous ; to oppole, and thereby to “ aid and com-
fort” the enemy—for fuch our mother tongue has
no fit name.
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Americans, as I regard mvielf, refpect you, and
love my country—as I revere the exquifite mo-
rality of revealed religion and truth, I had no
gall nor rancorous fpmt againft that people; on
the contrary, as our fathers made them atone, 1
had forgiven their cruelties. As an American, I
have a juﬁ feeling for our anceftors, and Europe
is dearer to me than Afia or Africa. As a citizen,
I acknowledge the abundant conveniencies that
Britain interchanged for the productions of our
{o1l, which gave leifure to our wide {preading ag-
riculture—and I cherifh an unenvying admlratlon
of her national pre-eminence. But, my country-
men, upon the principles and energy, the union
and {uccefs, with which this war is conducted, de-
pend our happinefs and profperity at home, and
our character abroad. 1 hold, too, with moralifis,
that war is allowed to man, only when the object
is peace and fafety; and fuch alone, in my con-
{ciencious belief, is the object of the war America
has declared. Yet, 1t has been faid, that {ince
the revocation of the Orders in Council, though
withdrawn with a refervation, needlefs, if not in-
fulting, < that we prelent the novel fpectacle of a
nation at war without an object.” Laying afide
juft retribution for paft infult, prllaIlOHS and
blood-thed, the incentives applied to the favages,
and the degencrate miffion of Henry, which
though difavowed by their government, I am
,ﬁrongl} perfuaded to believe, from their cvident
“attempt, even fince the war, to licenfe the veflels
of one port of the United States. in preference
to the other; a bafe di‘linction, which muft make
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every honeft Yankee's blood boil in his veins; and
which, though unavailing and fallacious, thews the
fecret hopes and expectatxnns of the enemy.
Laying 2iide thefe, and the unnatural extenfion,
in practice, of the privilege of blockade, beyond
all allowed principles, let us confider the ultimate
object and the great caufe for war. Who does
not know the progrefs of the iniquitous principle
by which our {feamen are imprefled, under the
character of Englith failors? It was, at firft, exer-
cifed under the | pretence of fearching for defer-
ters; next for their feamen generally; then they
aflumed, 1n practice, the right oi dragging any
fubject from an American veffel; and their peo-
ple, flying from poverty and opprefiicn at home,
met worfe than death upon the ocean; and what
the Minifter, the King, and the Parliament dared
not attempt upon the Thames or Shannon, was
executed, without law or mercy, in an American
bottom; and, with their own f{ubjects, the natives
of the United States were yoked in bondage.
Since the declaration of war, the Britith minif-
tor acknowledged to the Houfe of Commens,
that the Admiralty had afcertained, in January,
1811, “that 3,500 failors, actually employed 1n
their navy, claimed their difcharge, on the ground
of their being American feamen > of which num-
ber he admits, “ that 16 or 1700 may have fome
rational ground for demanding their liberation,
on proof of their being fubjects of the United
States.” This his lordfhip deems of little mo-
ment; and, on their part, a © paltry and miferable
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object,”* as if the enflavement of 16 or 1700 citi-
zens, avowed by the organ of their government,
were no caufe for war; fo eafy it is for the heart
of man to become unfeeling, corrupt, and debafed.
Suppofe that minifter, and the Prince Regent,
who is no more than a fubject, were impreffed
and avowedly detained in our navy, or any por-
tion of their people openly reduced to flavery,
would the Britith government remain in peace?
That alone is a free government, where a deli-
berate injury, offered to a fingle citizen, becomes
the caufe of all; and they alone deferve to be
free, who are as ready to refent the infult, and to
refcue the opprefled, as the immediate fufferer
himfelf. And unlefs {fuch fentiments are prac-
tifed, as well as cherifhed, protection becomes an
empty-idle name; and our confederacy, our u-
nion for {afety and individual liberty, are but the
footftoo! and the ladder, by which the ambitious
may rife upon the necks of a fuffering, unprotected
people. But, in the place of hundreds, thoufands
have been imprefied; and that too, to fight her
battles, without our own will, without reafon,
without law, and againft their own country.+ The
Britith Minifter, in his candor, ought to have ad-
ded, that fince the declaration of war, thefe im-
prefled Americans have been literally forced to
fight, and have thed their blood, and loft their

* Lord Castlereagh, in the House of Commons, 18th February, 1813,

t Among other instances, see the account given by Richard Tomp-

kins, at Poughkeep<ie, 17th Apnl, 13 13—that of . Thomas, of th»

Vixen—the letters of Puinbridge and Lawrence, pubiished in the Intelii.
gencer of the ead Aprii, 1813, O
-~
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lives, fighting for Great-Britain, again{t America.
Some few have been difcharged from fervice,
upron their open refufal to fight; but, when dif-

charged, what was their fate ? To be immured in
pri on fhips.* Such are the rights and privileges
acquired by two years {ervice in the Britith navy.

y—«-

-

n. Tvery {ailor muft hold his liberty and life
the difcretion of a Britifh officer. Can we view
the progrefs without horror and indignation?
“Who does not perceive that the attack on the
Chefapeake, in 1807, was deliberate and precon-
cqted further to extend the galling encroach-
ment; and though the univerfal refentment of
the umtea States reprefled the audacious defign,
vet like the Indian tomahawk, 1t was buried, but to
wait a fit opportunity to rife in favage terror. Is
there a man, of moderate forecaft, who does not
perceive, had this been borne, that 1t was but an
ealy {tep to imprefs her pretended failors, in our
towns; and you would then have feen your {ons
wrefied from before their parents eyes; and {oon
vour daughters with mem ““I would fooner be
a dog and b cay the moon.”

The value of every right, isin pl'Opoxtxon to
t’m fecurity with which it may be enjoyed: and

‘hen the elfential rights of a people become in-

ccure, through fmcwn injuftice and violence, it
is not the hand of man alone, but the finger of
heaven that points to war. ** War,” fays an in-
dependentand judiclous flatefman of Carolina, ““is

) O
"t
€ &

o ——

* City Gazette of the goth Aprils

Thefe are facts, my countrymen, that cry to hea-

gy
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jufl and neceffary, when waged to protect and de

fend the violated pecunm y “interefis of a rountry ;
or, to defend and {ecure the fovereign rights ofa
nation; or, laftly and principally, to iuppoxt'md
maintain the national honor.” .

Now, if the citizen be-{ubject to foreign im-
prefsment, he cannot be fafe in the enjoyment of
any pecuniary right; unlefs fecure in his perfon-
al hberty, the foveremnty‘and independence of
the nation, would be termsinvented by the crafty,
to impofe upon the credulous. Every individual
cafe is an invafion of our fovereign rights; and
the nation would be loft to all fenfe of henor,
who would not wage war, to refciie her citizens
from imprifonment and firipes. Every infance
is national degradation.

The monfirous affertion then,  that the war is
without an object,” is asirreconcilabie with truth,
as 1t 1s abhorrent to the example, and unworthyv
the {pirit of our anceftors. They fought, not more
to fiop the current of opplefﬁon, than to dry up
the polluted fource, whence fo much evil was to
flow. It was the principle afflumed, not tae duty
of three pence upon tea, which rou [~d the held
and reflective. They forelaw that the loweit point
of human degradation muft enfue, frem the ivfiem
of injuftice and oppreffion, adopted by the Britith
parliament.

State{men may differ upon the nolicy of a war,
or upon the time when it is to be declared; but,
when once proclaimed, and for fuch a mn{o how
they can difler upon the neceflity of a vigerons

walecution, or the grand principles upon “which

c ?
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it muft terminate, I have yet to learn. The {pirit
which could profecute the war with vigor, while
hoftilities exift, is peculiarly compatible with the
fincere defire of peace. Is there an American,
. who does not with it to end {peedily, with advan-
tage, and to our honor; but is there one who
fighs for peace, without independence and fafety?
None—then let us purfue i¢t, with one heart, and
fupport it with united hands. To waver in the
firm vindication of our rights, is to acknowledge
the monftrous pretenfion of the enemy; a preten-
fion. of indefinite extent, and of alarming confe-
quences. To yield, s to receive the yoke Can
we— dare we recede ?

Americans, while heaven allows us to be a na-
tion, we have great duties to fulfil. While we
1egard juftice, or character; while we exact obe-
dience from the citizen, we cannot, we dare not
refufe him piotection; for obedience and protec-
tion are reciprocal, and dependent upon each
other. No—while we bave virtue, we will refift
this outrage upon morality, religion, and human
nature.

The Britifh orators labour to perfuade us, that
fuch imprefilments are allowable; and at the fame
time, artfully magnify the importance of the prac-
tice to their nation; to terrify, with the belief,
that being eilential to her fafety, fhe can never
relinquifh it. But, believe me, my countrymen,
whenever we profecute the war with fuch energy,
as to make her feel the burthen; and Britain fhail
perceive that our determination is firm, undaunt.
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ed, refolute, and fixt, todefend our failors from all
thraldom, the will yield the principle and the
practice, with all its pretended importance, to the
{ull extent of our juft demands. One united, man-
ly, and perlevering efiort, {ecures us victory, juf-
ticeand peace. As the fruit of virtue is happinefs:
activity is her flower and glory. But upon whom
does 1t fall, to breaft themfelves to the immediate
thock of war? Upon us, the fecond generation of
independent Americans, whofe mothers bore us, in
andfince the great epoch, when the pulfe of ourfa-
thers beat high with Iiberty and {fuccels. To us they
have left the honors, and the labors of defence ;
with us, they have depofited the {plendid boon, for
which they fought: and fhall we not tranfrmt it
to their grand-children ? "Tis an act of gratitude,

and a debt we owe to our fires ; ’tis an inviolable
duty to our country; the voice of pofterity calls
aloud; and the eyes of nations are fixed upon
the fole remaining republic. We will d¢fend the
rights, for which our fathers bled, and the {oil
where they repofe. It belongs to us to refift all at-
tacks from without, and to put down all tumalts
within. It is our peculiar province to quiet the
fears of mothers; and to give fecurity to the aged,
to the innocent, and to the infant.

Americans, could I catch the flame which fhot
frem Chatham’s eye, when to a parliament, afton-
ifhed and amazed, he exclaimed, “America muft
and will be free;” invited by your confidence, it
fthould animate and make your heroifm blaze

before your country’s call.
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Formed by the fovereign hand of nature, for a
mighty empire; it is not the jealoufy of the old
world, which can arreft our high career: Our liie
and death are in our own hands: “united we con-
quer,” divided ——1JI will not fuppofe the un-
hallowed libel. No, my countrymen, Amcrica
fhall be free, independent, and great. 1n fucha
caule heaven will fpread its broad fhield over the
banner of jufiice :

““The God of batties will flimulate your arm,”
*¢ And fire the foul, wi:h ardor not 1ts own.”

To the great defimies-of the nation, the pre-
cepts of our fathers thall perfuade, their example
lead, and their experience direct us with vnerring
aim. '

We have feen an infant nation, by unanimity,
rife with gigantic firength, and achieve 1ts inde-
pendence, in defpite of the proudeft kingdom of
the old world, whofe force was deemed i1rrefifii-
ble, and whofe refources were unlimited. Appre-
ciate then your union; czll not upon reafon alone,
but array feeling on its fide. It muft not depend
upon the conflitution alone ; though refting upon
that great compact, 1t muft be nourifhed by this
annual celebration ; and cherithed by our thoughts
and habits: Truths the moft palpable, require to
be 1invigorated by falutary practice. Without
practical devotion, vain is the influence of our
benign religion. Without the ready interchange
of kind offices, friendthip, the funthine of life, is
darkened with fufpicious lowering: ncglect his
claims, or mcet them with cold averting 1nditler-
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ence, and that brow which feems ihe arch of hea-
ven, contracts 10 frowns; that eye which ihed be-
nignant light on every gloom, will loofe its luftre ;
and that bofom, the refuge in adverfitv, its cheer-
ing warmth. Let our union be the tie of brothers
who were nourifhed at the famec maternal breafi,
fed at the fame board, and tutored by the fame pa-
ternal hand, though, in riper years, they yield to

eftiny ; the one plougis the hazardous main, and
builds in diftant climes his fame and {ortune; the
other prefides at home, and directs the councils of
his country : thouzh apatt, a reciprocal correi-
pondence unites their {acred friendfhip, and pre-
{erves the earlieft impreflions of their hearts ; fiill
familiar with each other’s thoughts, each acts upon
the other’s plans, and friendfhip forms the relith
of their fouls.

Americans, in the great hour of our firuggle,
when every movement in the new, filled the old
world with expectation, the public good was thé
fole great object; and every private motive, a
mean confideration. Thofe, who fince were ri-
vals, knew no divifion. Th= approach of danger
was the fignal for union; and each, according to
his peculiar fkill, became the leader, the Miltiades
of the day; and all, juft as Ariftides, yiclded, not
to his fuperiority, but from true virtue, which is
always forbearing in her claims.

And you, my countrymen, who pant for fame,
believe me, fuch arc the men whom pofterity will
know; fuch names alone will live with time.—
They overlooked a littlc temporary popularity, to
make future ages =il their ¢,
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We are at war; and tho’ no difciple of the phi-
lofopher, who fuppofed it the natural fizte of man;
vet 1 cannot perceive the neceflity for an inglo-
rious peace, at the expence of a fingle effential
right. Nor does it require profound fa(racxty to
forefee great national advantages arifing from
our prefent fituation. Befides an incalculable
improvément in the manufactory of every article
of domeftic convenience and prune neceflity,

~ which is daily growing out of the exclufion o
Britith manufactures; befides this acquifition fo
effential to true independence; to be happy at
home, we muft make ourfelves refpzcted abroad.
Nor will a2 great object of national incitement
injure our union.

Such, in man, 1s the reftlefs love of admiration,
that if you deny him food for this .paffion here,
he will look for it elfewhere, and having fixed
his affections abroad, the character of his own
country becomes infenfibly leflened in his eftima-
tion. Still, unwilling to avow national degrada-
tion, or uncor{cious why, he cafis the gall of con-
tempt, not upon the nation, but upon {ome portion
which he undervalues, and deeply reproaches
them as v.iworthy and degenerate. Hence partv
feelings have been embittered, and have rifen to
a pltch which not only ferioufly invades our
peace, but encourages our enemy.

Americans, we wanted a bond of national glo-
ry; and that glory opens to the fight, it dawns
aufpicious on the deep. Future ages will turn,
with kindling eves, to the exploits of Hurz, JoNEs,
DEcATUR, Bu\'nnmcz, and LAwgrxNcE, as giving a
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new character to the Republic. The name of
the Constitution will give vigor to the {ailor’s arm,
and the Uhited States will f:2d a radiance before
his eyes. Can there be a flronger infiance cf
what has been faid? Lately, our navy was the
fub_]ect of more thaa a mere difference of opii-
1on; now, that fhe has nobly done her duty, ‘and
revenged her country’s wrongs, prejudice and op-
poﬁtlon have been laid upon the aliar of patriot-
¥ Jxa&bee&xz*‘f,_iawhma_poxxg
for the affections of the nation; and when men
regard, efteem, and iove the fame great and mer:-
torious object, from that moment they begia to
vegard, to efteem and to love one another. Is
there aught in which America, from New-Yamp-
fhire to Orleans, is more united, than 1n the love
and admiration of our infznt navv? Is there a
heart which does not feel with exultation that
- fhe 15 the common property : ? Americans, I eflay
in vain to do juftice to a theme fo important, of
fuch feeling—characterifing my country: Upoa
this there is an impotency in langvage, and
thought mocks the alpiring with—I cannot reach
the elevation due to our naval victors. Is there
an American who does not catch fer himfelf a
beam of their glory? Is it diffipated ujpon the o-
cean, where it has covered cvery Gru-Boat, and
inftilled itfelf into every Letter of Marque? Is it
bounded by the joyful coafts? Isit limited to the
triumphant cities? No, it is fpread over the in-
terior, it pervades the heart of the country, it
firikes the mountains tops, and unduiates upon
the extended waters of the Weft. But paxmul
| D
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now becomes the taflk—exquifite every emotion.
The funeral pall of Lawrexce obfcures Columbia’s
ficht. Type of thy nation’s fame! Thy noblc,
daring, ardent heart, has loft thee to thy weeping
country. Short has been the career of Lawzrexck,
but brilliant and energetic—dear to America. He
was caft in the very mould of heroifm:

<« His form was of the manliest beauty,
¢ But death”—this, this was thy unkindest cut.

He fell with the fpirit of Charles XII, who,
when a bullet pierced his brain, inftinctively the
hero clinched his fword: In the fever of his mor-
tal wounds, when delirium feized his brain, the
unconquerable heart of Lawgence fiill beat with
unabated ardor: “ Fight on, my fellows—{ave the
fhip,” he cried. The foe has honored him, and
yet that foe has meanly ftolen a wreath he can-
not wear. Yes, when the lieutenant of the Shan-
non raifed the Biitith colors above our own, which
none had dared to firike, 1t was an American,
whofe noble foul, indignant at the fight, and
flung with his country’s wrongs, could not brook
the degrading {pectacle, and levelling his winged
vengeance at the offender’s heart, laid the Britith
officer lifelefs on the deck.*

Lawgexcr, Luprow, and their Spartan band,
yielding but with the laft pulfe of life, fhall form

* The British accounts of the action state, that their officer was sliot’
by one of their own crew, becaufe he inadvertentlv was p]acmg the Br:-
tish colers under, instead of gver the American, which is ircredible; and
the conclusion, that he was shot by an Ameiigan, is irresistibles
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our naval ftar. Their brilliant example, llke the
~ {weet watch-light of the pole, fhall guide -and di-
rect the emulous navy of their country.

Wherever our foldiers have had an opportum—
ty, they too, have done their duty. The knell of
Pike pervades the ear: “ Asif an Angel {poke, I
feel the folemn found.” But can he ‘e unfortu-
nate who died, like Epaminondas, and like Wolfe,
in the arms of victory? The Roman fathers dwelt,
with grateful praife, upon that Cocles, who, to
lmpede a purfumor enemy for a fingle moment,
while his retreating fellows razed the Sublicean
bridge, devoted his generous life, a voluntary
facnﬁce to {ave his native city from dithonor.—
And the mufe of hiftory pours out the very foul
of rapture upon the Grecian {oldier, who, purfu-
ing a flying hoft from the plains of Marathon to
their fhips, feized a Perfian galley, and having his
hands f{evered, in fucceffion, from his body, ftill
firove, with defperate efforts, to impede the foc,
and feized the veflel with his teeth.

Dauntlefs Pixe! Avenging bolt of war! Give
me the glittering compafs of thy {word : how elfe,
defcribe the halo of thy glory; how exalt that
{pirit, whichwhile thehand of fate prefled hard upon
his ebbing life; ftill difdaining felf, and yiclding
all his foul to valor, even in the convulfive throes
of death, ]l urged his foldiers on, and bade them
{ave their country’s honor. When the fiandard
of the enemy was brought to affure the wounded
hero of their flight, 2 facred t: Tumph lighted up
his dying eyes: “He laid his hand upon his brave
heart, to atteft the fcelings of his ioul “I dic

D ’)
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contented,” faid the magnanimous warrior, and
expired without a groan. A dread example to
the foe: He was the plume of war: The Marcel-
lus of his country, crowned with early laurels:
Like Marcellus, the fame of Pixe had rifen with a
rapid and vigorcus alceaicion: Likehim, too, he
cpened the way to wictory, and his renown 1in-
creafed in magritade to his fate, like the declin-
ing {un which broadens upon the horizon. He
1s gone-—but {weet is his death, who dies for his
country: With his Llocd he feals the doom of
tyrants. The pravers, the tcars, the thanks of
weeping beauty walt his foul to heaven, and his
athes form the il where freedom germinates.—
The merit of {uccefs is in propor tion to the dif-
ficulty, the danger, and the means of achievement.
Ot all the fources of virizg, that of an elevated,
unconquerable mind, which can contemplate,
without di{may, the extinction of life; and, with
Cato, fec unmoved “ the wreck of matter and the
cruth of worlds,” is the moft attractive and glori-
ous 1n its courfe. This inftant hour calls upon
the hidden patriot: The mind of the hero fees
new glory in every obflacle, and. difplays his
grcatness in adverfity. Upon what would the
fame of our anceftors depend, but for the difap-
pointments, perils, and difafters of the Revolu-
tion,
~ In the fifth year of the war the Britifh forces
were directed to the South. Charlefion was re-
duced, and Lincoln captured. The defeat of the
unfortunate Gates left no bounds to Britith tri-
umph. The country was given up to {yftematic
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plunder, and we felt the {courge of unprincipled
warfare: Our churches were wrapped in flames,
and every unbridied paflfion fet at large, and every
enormity committed, that could firike with terror,
break the {pirits, or bend the mind to fubmiffion.

The Britifh armv was a collection of aliens and
natives, whofe audacity was unbridled; the very
fons of havock, “theilr wafte was wealth, their
birthright plunder; and this, their holiday, torn
out from peace and facred to diforder.” Ancient
barbarity was revived; and, woe to the conquered,
became the order of the day. Private ruin mark-
ed their footfteps; “fo enormous indeed,” fays
the pithy hiftorian of the revolution, “ that thofe
who lived at a diftance, will {carcely Lelieve what
was attefted by thoufands of eye-witnefles.” The
enemy met no effectual oppofition till the war
approached the Wefiern frontier, and roufed thofe
hardy fons of America, whofe limbs the moun-
tain air had knit. Animated by the facred duty,
“ whom allin public, or in private, worfhip,” and
led on, in the firfi warmth and fervor ot their
fouls, by the gallant Camprriy, thev hafien to the
foe: Steep 1s our mount, the manly warriors faid
— upon its rugged heights Fergufon {eeks his fate.

But notwithftanding this brilliant exertion of
untutored valor, and the {plendid victory at Cow-
pens, over a greatly {fuperior force, Morcan, whofe
indignant courage had led him to an adventurous
length, was compelled to retreat through infinite
hardfhips, and Cornwallis affumed the conqueft of
the three Southern fiates. In Roman arrogance,
Cornwallis Carolinienfis alrcady founded in his
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“ear. At this gloomy period Carolmas patriots
fhone with unrivalled lufire.

Sumter and -Marion, by a fucceflion of deci-
five actions, upheld the arm of oppofition. Where-
ever they moved, their followers were infpired with -
unconquerable courage Gabpspen counfelled his
countrymen with mofound fagacity: the Pinck-
Nxys iet a noble example of dxﬁntcreﬁednefs and
patrictifm; and the Rurrepces, in the true {pirit
of heroifin, diminifhed every peril, exalted all
hopes; and by the noble eloquence of undaunted
truth and magnanimity, fanned the declining flame
of Liberty. Buoyed up, by the Godlike principles
which had fed them on, their courage rofe in the
front of danger; -unfhaken, and uny 1eldmg, they
fiemmed the torrent of national calamity ; defpi-
fing all danger they ftood forth the bulwark of in-
dependence, and by their firmnefs left fortune
alone in fault. What, but the impulfe of correct
principles, actuated by a bold yet reflective {pirit,
could have {uftained cur fathers, againft fuch dil-
aftrous events, and fuch fell deeds; and though
we thould draw a veill over a monfier, fo hidevus
and defcrmed, as the depravity of man, and the
generous heart would exclaim, humanity was
fufpended, not loft; yet weak indeced were the
nations, which would not learn wifdom from dear-
bought experience.

Thn facts related are written in the blood of
our anceftors; and the {fmoking ruins of Havre-
de-Grace, French-town, and Hampton, again
declarc, in agonizing tcrms, the principles of
our inhuman foe. To what end havc thele
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harmlefs villages been burnt? Have we, in a fingle
inftance, provoked the outrage ? Tae deed i1s un-
exampled 1n modern warfare, and can e attribu-
ted but to the dccenerate councils of a pation,
who to the fcalping kuife, red with human gore,
adds, without remorle and without czule, the re-
lentlefs firebrand.

But there is one other deed perpetrated at
Hampton, by this unprinciplea foe, at which
every generous and manly feeling of the human
breaft recoils with horror; a deed which even
barbarous nations abhor, and conipire to pro-
fcribe. Britons, if you weep not blood for thisg
then degenerate indeed i1s the man of the new
world. Then did the wanton hoft, who cover-ran
the country, when the fathers of America fled for
fafety to the mountains,enfcrce our chafte mothers
and begeta degenerate race, who boalt the name,
but are not warmed by the blood of heroes. No,
my countrymen, the genuine blood of vour fires,
the crim{on which leaps into your manly cheek,
the indignant flath from every eye forbid a gailing
thought. Think of Dampton and her wviclated
daughters. Courage of my country, reft thoutipon
this atrocious deed. Im:ge net the ferm of one
exciting caufe but this, till thou canft meet this
daftard foe.

At the darkeft hour of the Revolution, when
the bolom of Carolina had well-nizh {unk be-
neath the fettled gloom which overfiadowed her
political expanfe, and defpondency lowered on
every brow, the veice of fcraphs; whiipered Lope
wittin.  Nothing, indend, can fiow more fironzly
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the latent fparks, which, even under the heavieft
damps of misfortune, infpired Carol:na’s fons,
than_the conduct of their fair partners, whofe
bearts throbbed In unifon with the chord of
events. They fthunned the feftive board of the
conquerors, and the attractive mazes of the ball,
and retired to weep over their countrv, or heal
the wounds of the fligmatized rebel. The 0'loﬂ'y
filk was exchanged for the mantle of grief; yet

their fibres were nerved by the neceflities of the _
day; and their eves, beaming withkindred courage,
diffufed a fecret fortitude, and buoyed up the fall-
ing confidence of man. In the midft of ruins
this gem appeared: In a night of Gothic darknefs,
this crefcent fhone. * Their fortitude (fays the
veracious Moultrie) gave firmnefs to man: They
defpifed thofe who were not enthufiafts in their
country’s caufe, and fubmitted to hardfhips and
difficulties, with a heroifm, which has never been
excelled:” “and { continues the patriot foldier) I
can with fafety fay, that their conduct, during the
war, contributed much to the mdeppndence of
America.” And is there now no ftrong arm to
defend their couch from lufi, and their daughters
from pollution? At the thought the genius of A-
merica reddens with uncommon wrath; the arm
of thefe fifter ftates will now conjoin all their
force, and the f{word of Wafhington will leap
from its fleeping fcabbard, keen, fierce, and ter-
rible. What caufe has failed in which you were
united ? But let me not urge that gentlenels,
which is the centinel of woman; and which fur-
prifed, leaves virtuc much expofed; nor invade
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that delicacy, which is her buckler, and which, laid
afide, leaves virtue half fubdued. And yet if cre
the fons of freedom wooed, with honeft vows, the
maid of eloquence, come as when the fervid Gre-
cian won thee for his country; or as when thy
prefence graced the forum, and fhed the Roman
eloquence, {weet as thy fifter’s fong, O! come
infpirit this fhort appeal: teach us to trace the
gentleft mazes of the foul, and to enlift for my
country the chafteft virtues of the heart. Would
you who take the “imprifoned foul” of youth,
and “lap it in Elyfium,” emulate the heroic worth
and valor of your mothers; and, unfurling the
ftandard of independence to the lover, bid him
haften, with her eagle’s flight, and win you, be-
neath her bands of union and her ftars of fame;
or tell him, dauntlefs at the clath of {words, to
earn his country’s thanks, and woo vou, kneeling
at the thrine of patrioti{m.

Matrons of the revolution, as you invited by
your example, fiill te~ch them by your pre-
cepts, not to love your fons lefs, but their
country more. Chafte partners! Need we per-
fuade you? You, whofe happinefs is our pre-
cious object, whofe virtue the bright reward
of toil? No, for it is enrolled by the merits
of your mothers: It is infcribed in our hearts by
the fanctity of your own virtues; you will be the
fair exemplars in our caufe, and yielding to your
country’s dearer claims, own no {enfe beyond the
common wellare, the public union, and the na-
tion’s glory.

Let me not offer tc American eyes, the Roman
arm, rifing, ftill victorious, from the fatal fields of
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Cannz ; where the flain were not numbered, but
the mﬁoma of fallen knights meafured in the
bufhel ; but {fuffer me to remlnd vou of the un-
yleldmg fortitule and perfeverance of our fathers:
I would exhort you by their great example, and
inf{pire you with that radiant patriotifm which, at
their country’s call, was aiming fingly at their
country’s good.

While battles fhail be renowned, not {fo much
for the numbers engaged, as for keen and com-
poled courage, and perfevering fortitude, that
of Bunker's Hill will continue to attract the
notice of hiftory. It was to characterize a peo-
ple unufed to arms; and our fathers weighed
their own example. They moved to battle, fe-
rene and cheering as the morn; defcending on
their covatry’s foes, they were terrible as when
the collected thunder of the evening breaks. It
was vour Thermopyle and your Leomdas and a
chofen band were the price we paild. Warren
fell, as the {pear of Hector from the fhield of A-
chilles; though fallen, fiill glittering in the duft;
the fon of Pelcus mwht tremble at the gleaming
fragment.

In 76 the Britifh parliament redoubled eve-
ry effort, and ordered a triple attack. Bur-
goyne, aided by the blood-polluted favage, emer-
ged from the forefts of the North; but Gates,
poifing on his own arm the fate of war, appalled all
force, by able oppofition, and made the yelling
favage and the boafted lion crouch. Clinton
and Parker hurled the Britith thunder in the South:
Here the {word of Carolina, raifed by the gallant
Moultrie, received their irutum fulmen, to point
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it harmlcfs to the decp. The Howes directed a
hireling koft to the centre of the union; and
Wafhington, fkilled ““in all the calls of war’s vafi
art,” retired Lefore fuperior force, but recoiling
on the haughty foe, firuck the coup-de-main of
Trenton; and by his brilliant {uccefs at Prince-
ton, dlfpelled the evil fortunes of his country.
Americans, it was no common conﬂxct—-on one ‘
fide a kingdom was the prize, on tl:e other, the
mdependence of a nation. Heavens! had vou
feen him and his liitle band, when the infuriate
Cornwaliis prefled upon 3000 ragged troops, the
hope of independerce. How liitle were they
known by the coftume of war; but fearlefs at the
poit of danger—how well, by their manly fronts,
and their fixt brows. Recoiling with an energy that
no preflure counld. fubdue, Wwafhington recrofled.
the Delaware. Silent our warriors walked—the -
{ullen march wasdumb;” ne trumpet’s found was
heard—the {pirit-ftirring drum was huthed ; no
banner waved, and al] the pomp of war was fiil-
led. The hardy {ons of ’76 were traced through
frozen roads by the blood which iffued from theu
naked, laccrated feet. Vengeance, fedate and
ftern, was brooding on the flaughter of their
country: and the 0'loom of mldmght encreafed the
maddening horrors of the fcene, But brothers
and tried companions filled the fieady bands.—
The wrongs of martyred Jerfey waked alion in the
foldier’s breaft; hunted in his own forefs, he felt
all his native cnergy uproufed; hisftature towered;
his creft grew lofty, and his piercing eye gleamed
E 2
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upon the foe. A band of lucklefs Heflians met
his fury ; rout was inftant, wide, and wild.

Could I, my countrymen, pronounce thofe thril-
ling accents of the magic {pell, which ope the grave
and ftart the dead, the {pirit of our fathers thould
hover over us at this eventful era, and animate
the country. Their courage fhould exalt, their
patriotifm infpire, and their example {well the
hearts of our admiring pofterity.




