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ORATION.

GENTLEMER OF THE GLOUCESTER MECHANIC a90CIATION,

In appearing before you on this occasion, allow me to express
my sincere regret at 1 have been able to devote but so few
hours to preparation for the duty to which you so lately invited
me. It might savour of presumption to stand up and speak,
almost extemporaneously, of topies which the ablest in the land
have for these many years selected as the theme of anmimated
and interesting discussion, and Hlustrated with some of the most
brilliant cfiorts of their genius.  Their thrilling words have sunk
deep inall our memorices, the press has seconded the living voice,
and the associations ordinarily conmected with the contemplation
of American Independence have become established and famil-
1ar,

But, gentlemen, the day itscll is cloquent.  The “occasion
which calls us here brings with it its own juspiration.  The mind
cannot dwell upon it and not be quickened to pour out the spon-
taneous language of a genuine enthusiasm, and the tongue can-
not utter it, no not n feeble accents, without awakening
responsive echoes in every true heart.  We cherish it because
all sections, all interests, and all parties have a common proper-
ty in it~—we cherish it because it is the preeminent glory of thic
American people—we challenge for it adnnration, as the bright-
est page in modern history, and we exult n it as our proudest
title to the respect and wonder, and our noblest claim upon the
gratitude and esteens of our fellow nations of the carth.

We have not estunated too highly the importance of the event
we have met together to commemorate. It is not only a mark-
ed epoch i the course of time, but it 15 deed the era froin
which the ncw order of things is 10 be reckoned. Tt isthe divid-
mg point in the history of mankind, it 1s the moment of the po-
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htical regeneration of the world. Before it, came the govern-
menis of force ; after it, come, and shall come in long succession,
the governments of opinion.  They who wielded the sword had
hitherto directed the fate of nations : the Fourth of July, seven-
teen hundred and seventy six, announced the principle of self
government, and hereafter nations shall follow ne guidance but
the mastery of mind. 1t is not cnough then to say that on that
day & new empire was born ; let us extend our views over the
earth, and through futurity, let us characterize that day by a
more comprchensive expression of its consequences, and say
that then a principle was ushered for the first time into avowed,
and, as the event has shown, effectual action, whose opcration
shall change the destiny of man in ail empires and forever.
Fifty seven years have rolled away since that auspicious hour
when our fathers first resolved, and sumimoned the majesty of
Heaven to witness the resolution, tiat they would live and dic
citizens of Free and Independent States, and on this cast they
staked their lives, their liberty, and their sacred honor—pledges
how nobly redeemcd! 'The scatiered population of the narrow
belt along the Atlantic coast has filled and overrun itg limits, and
poured a broad current of emigration over the Western wilds.
The hunter’s fire and the woodman’s axe, pionecers of civiliza-
tion, are busy at their work in the foriile valley of the hlississip-
pi; the primeval forests through which the untutored Indian
chased his game, bow their tall heads and are fast disappearing
from the zoil which they have sheltered for scores of centuries.
"The thirteen stripling colonies have grown to twenty four impos-
ing sovereignties—the descendants of the three millions of the
Revolution now number fourteen and a half millions, & quintuple
population--over all the land, industry and enterprise have wrought
magic transformations—hardship and poverty have given place
to comfort aud opulence—the sca board is covered with the ac-
curnzlations of well rewarded zoil, while, as at the waving of an en-
chanter’s wand, cities have risen in the wilderness, and we scarce-
Iy hear of their exictence before we find them rvalling i activity
and In splendour our mantime marts of forcign commerce.
Meanwhile the feeble remnant of the aborigines, once undisputed



lords of this fair hemisphere, having dwindled alecady into harm-
less insignificance, are meclting uway fike frost before the sun-
heams.  “L'heir final catastrophe may strike the imagination with
meluncholy, but sober reason will not regret that one fone  wan-
derer of the trackloss wouds shall make room for a hundred fam-
ilics of a refined and social race, or that the untainable savage,
with his few and simple wirtues, falling a victim to instinets
which cannot change to suit the change of circtunsta: ces, should
be supplanted by wnumerable suceessors trained in a more en-
larped morality aud endowed by naturc with higher capacities for
enpoyment,  [tis the lw of their being and owms.  Assurely as
the oriziaal rovwih of the rail must recede as cultivation wdvan-
ces, 50 surely muzt the red man give way hefore the white, It is
the result of the constitution whiclt their Maker gave to cach of
these two races when he ereated them.  "Uheir decay is the con-
[1!1]011 of our progress, their extinetion s the condition of our ex-
istence on the vast regions they  have oceupied, and 1o mourn
because they vanish where we annroach too near them, were as
futifo o waste of our seusibility as to mourn that torrents flow
downwards, or that 1 confiazration oansumes its fael, - They for
the most part hawve <one, 'm:l i thair stead Providence bas
steotehod ceross this immenze coniiient oue michty empire.
ify-seven years have pac.ed, oud not only hies o zmell peo-
ple bccomr:: n rreet nation, not only ho the caergy ol free-
dom hursied ws onwerd 12 2 ¢oreor of I'.-I‘!!Hl“:"!"‘!.':‘{l rapidity,
s the Loanericon prinaivle ol solt =averamnit hel remed eon-
verts and ceouirad 1ol tonae iy coumivizg whers vowns cearen
hoord of Lefore, or i hueavd of, treaied only vx the cpeculation of
some viciowy theonst. T bouin e deven “hvown into the
s, ased lagtioe, wide, acd eer pasine hias been the formentation.
et ts cxsto brind aloaze over <he soanls of the world sinee we
have hed an videpoudeny eienee, o b fees the provress of
chance n thf;'”uu JUIRIVA
[ht‘: ezt peechonty whirh v oo aleas v the aags

neuds aod cppshee chayseter o the cnts wineh ive Deen

crowded mnto th comprea of tha ol voviod, Blvery Tine of

the chyonicle v e dverory ond yer oove o B ffpred 4
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the work of centuries.  Irance, the centre and the heart of the
European body politic, whose throes are felt to the farthest ex-
tremities of that system, was the first to feel the influence of the
new ideas, and was agitated with strange convulsions. Some of
her most distinguished sons had taken part in our contest with
the parent empire, and returncd rome with their bosoms glowing
with the fire of liberty. They found their countrymen ripe for
the reception of democratic principles, and thew sitnation made
them apostles of the new fuith. I'enelon had declared to the
corrupt court of the fourteenth Louis, while the great monarch
was at the height of his absolute power, the uncourtly truth that
kings were created to be servants ‘of their people, and not
the people for their kings. Rome was once pronounced to be a
nation of kings by a barbarian visitor whom the august presence
of its Senate overawed. Lafayette had just witnessed on this
stide the Atlantic the sublime spectacle of a nation of whom the
people were sovercigns, and he was resolved, if it might not be
so on his side of the river ocean, at least to make the cxperi-
ment of a sovereign ruling in the interest of the people, and
under their control through the medium of responsible ministers.
In the castle of If, and in ithe dungeon of Vincennes, Mirabeau
had had leisure to meditate on the nature of arbitrary power,
and was disposed to lend his aid to remodel the government
whose injustice he had felt, so as to protect his {ellow citizens
from the danger of sumilar oppression.  With such leaders from
the Ingher nobility, 1t 1s not strange that the commons rushed on
eazerly to sccure that share in the adnunistration of affairs whicl)
was necessary to their well being and their safety, and which
seemed so suddenly brought within their grasp.  They anticipat-
ed, and plausibly too, an easy task, and a speedy deliverance.
Under the mild reign of Louis the Sixteenth, with an imbeeile
and fickle ministry, embarrassed by an empty treasury, without
means to fill it, resting for support on an aristoericy worthless
and powerless as a body, while the few splendid exceptions to
this general character, of which it might with justice muke its
boast, the possessors of almost all the virtue and almost all the
talent, rare qualities in that degenerate caste, were to he found
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in open opposition to its pretensions and fighting i the ranks of
its enemies the people—in such a state of things we can casily
pardon those who believed that the abolition of obsolete abuses
was a work of casy and speedy accomplishment, that they had
but to speak and it was done, and that establishing the regencr-
ated government with the power of sell’ preservation, with vital
force cnough to enable it to perform its proper functions, and
well adjusted checks suflicient to prevent it from over stepping
its proper limits was an achicvement of cqual facility, was in-
deed almost a consequence of course, that they had but to com-
mand and it would stand fust. "P'errible was the disappointment
of all these hopes. The privileged orders had lost the sub-
stance of power before the revolution, so called, commenced :
the substanice gone, the cnsigns were soon wrested {rom their
hauds, and power both real and nominal fell into the possession
of the people.  But in the struggle to divide the glittering prize,
the conquerors became animated with an epidemic fury and
turned their weapons against each other’s breasts.  The French
Monarchy which dated from its origin thirteen hundred years,
the kingdom of [France, properly speakine, which could claim an
antiquity of nine centuries and a half, the voyal house of Capet
which for eight hundred years had rcigned over that kingdom,
crumbled into ruins—tlie throne and the altar weve overturned
and trampled in the dust ; and king, noble, and priesi, expiated
with their biood the errors of their ancestors, and balanced the
long arrears of popular vengeance.  Discord stalked undisputed
master of the ficld, anarchy let loose all her Titans to destroy,
and law and order, religion and justice were the sport of their
rage. Day by day, in the light of the blessed sun, grim murder,
insatiate as Moloch and relentless as the grave, bared his red
arm and laughed at punishment.  Systematized carnage delug-
ed the cities with the purple blood of humau sacrifice, while
confusion and desolation swept over the land in one broad cata-
ract of blood and five, "L'he period is not misnamed ** the reign
of Lerror.”” 1t is too horrible for particularity on so cheerful an
occaston as the present.  We look back 1pon 1t as on some short
revolting and unnatufal drama, and can hardly heip regarding
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the actors in the diflerent parts as unreal monsters created by a
disturbed imagmation.  They pass before us like the figures of
a moving panorama exhibited by torch light. T'he terrible en-
ergies of Danton, the fiend like ferocity of Marat, emerge from
obscurity, glarc fearfully for a moment, and sink into the sur-
rounding gloom ; while Robespicrre, Couthon and St. Just make
but two strides across the bloody scene, the one from insigniii-
cance to the supreme power, and the next from the supreme
power to the scaftold.

Though weary of her nine month’s madness, though exhaust-
ed by paroxysins cach more convulsive than those that had pre-
ceded 1t, there was no repose for France. 1n the lowest depth of
her despaiy she beheld a lower deep wide opening threaten to
devour her.  She rushed on in her agony till she had sounded
the last abyss of her woe, and then, when rest should have a-
waited her, she found hersell thrust back by a continent n
arms, and thrown again into the boiling whirlpool. Her {rontier
was bristing with the bayonets of confederate nations who had
marched to war aganst the principles of the revolution.

The long and arduous struggle which ensued, with its vari-
ous vicissitudes and absorbing nterest, was [itted to form, as far
as any circumstances could form, a character of controlling pow-
er. If nature had deposited anywhere the spark of a sublime
genius, in such a crisis as this it must blaze out. Now, if ever,
mankind might expect to arisc one of those master spirits, who
“ yide on the whirlwind and direct the storm’ of revolutions ;
who sitting above, like Jupiter, scatter the thunderbolts of
war, or wield the sword of destiny, and who smile upon the
crash as the political world that 1s to pass away is shivered a-
round them; who touch with unerring hand the secret springs of
change, and order all things after the counsel of their own will,
while the ordinary herd of mortals stand aghast, gaze and admire
beiow. One of this class appeared in the person of the man to
whom the nine hundred millions of his contemporaries furnish no
compeer—the child of destiny—the throne creator—the modern
Mars—Napoleon. He lifted the curtain with his own red
blade, and strode the stage like a Deity. He came like the
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tenth Avatar, to destroy and reercate.  'The clements of com-
motion were still at his bidding, order was welcomed again after
her long absence, and law resumed the reins.

"T'he cnergy which the revolution had developed, his mind di-
rectcd and concentrated against the enemies of France, and their
daring was converted into dismay, the torrent of invasion was
turned back upon them ; opposition was but another name for
defeat.  "The lagles of conquest, issuing from the towers of
Notre Dame, soaved over the ancient capitals, successively, of
nations who were astonished to recognize a foreign master ; till
the Emperor, 1 the plenitude of his greatness, wielded a more
extensive sway than Rome could boast under the most powerful
of the Casars.  Ifratice was at that time mistress of the civiliz-
ed world.  Spamn was her province, Italy a part of the sane
body politic, and Germany trembling crouched at her feet.
When the fire broke out i Spain, Austria again ventured into
the field—in vain—she was completely humbled, and the
daughter of lier monarch hecame the bride of Napoleon. To
complete the climax of his happiness, a son was born to inherit
these vast possessions, and his throne seemed to be established
upon a solid foundation.  But in an evil hour the South erusad-
ed agast the North, lor the first time in the history of Europe,
in defiance of the laws of nature, yet with an irresistible impulse.
[n two months and a hall the Grand army arrived at Moscow, a
distance of two hundred and sixty leagues. The Russian Auto-
crat abandoned his caprtal, but an ocean of fire rolled iis devounr-
ing billows over temple and palace, the dwelling place of com-
fort and the store house of merchandize, and Napoleon’s con-
quest was but a heap of ashes.  T'he sanguinary battle of Boro-
dino had shattered his strength, and now want of shelter and
supplics left him no alternative hut instant retreat ; cold and fa-
tigue, want and famine, hung upon his rcar. The stars in their
courses fought against him.  The northern blast breathed over
the fugitives like the angel of destraction.  Horse and rider felt
its benumbing influence, and strewed the ground with the dying
and the dead.  The passage of the Berezina represented but
too faithfully the hosts of Pharaoh overwhelmed in the Red

Sea.  Of the countless multitude that had sallied from beautifil
'y

e
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France, full of hope and exulting in the conflidence of success,
only a few straggling detachments set foot upon their native soil
again.  The Irench territory did not remain inviolate. The
recoit of vengeance paused at the frontier only till the pursuers
could take breath. ‘L'he.war rolled back from the Kremlin, a-
cross the battle field of Leipsic, to the heights*of Montmartre,
and on the thirty-first of March, cighteen hundred and fourteen,
the allies, who had leagued against him, entered Paris.  The
Emperor abdicated, and retired to Elba. Now was the tune
to satisfy the (irst wish of France, free institutions and a repre-
sentative government.  But no! The loathed and hated
Bourbons were thrust upon the nation. That illstarred family
had forgotten nothing, and had learned nothing—while the rev-
olution had passed over France with its heavy levellmg wheel
and had crushed into the dust hereditary privileges, and distine-
tions not founded in merit or services-—while the nations had
been, for twenty-five years, in their great school of mutual m-
struction, imbibing and imparting the true fundamental political
theory of government for the beneflit of the governed.  The pre-
judices to which they clung were of course more obsolete than
at the era of their exile, and less in unison with the spirit of the
age than before political ideas were diffused among all classes of
the people. Their obstinacy in disregarding the lessons of
twenty-six years, and the pertinacity with which they adhered
to plans of conduct unsuited to the existing state of things, and
adopted 1n contempt of public feeling, alarmed the lovers »f
Constitutional Liberty, irritated the army, alienated theiv friends
and exasperated their encmics ; so that when the exile of Elba
returned to claim the Empire, the nation received hun with open
arms. He came like thunder falling from a clear sky. He
Janded at Cannes, March first, cighteen hundred and fifteen,
with a bandful of men, and proclaimed that he would bring back
Victory chained at his chariot wheels.  His old companions in
arms heard the well known voice, and flew to surround him.
His progress resembled the welcome of some mighty conqueror
revisiting his delighted subjects, his brows bound with fresh
laurels gathered in the glorious campaign which 1s to terminate
his wars. The gallant and unfortunate Labedoyere, the lion
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hearted Prince oi Moskwa, bravest of the brave, with tens of
thousands of their veteran followers, the soul of the French sol-
diery, rushed with rapture to swell the train ; and in twenty days
from his disembarkation the triumphal procession entered the
city of Paris. The degenerate Bourbons, the obsolete noblesse,
and the imbecile emigrants, who had pressed upon France like
a deadly incubus, were hurled from their seats, They fled to
the Low Countries, and their hesotted partizans followed then.
"I'he professors of the doctrines of legitimacy, divine right, and
absolutisi, hid their diminished heads, and were silent as the ob-
sscene birds of night before the noon day sun.  Buonaparte was a
second time imperor by the will of the French people. Here
was again a golden epportunity, when IFrance might well hope
{or a liberal Constitution, to limit the Imperial prerogative, and
to guarantee individual liberty.  The Emperor was not dazzled
by the briliancy of his {irst reception : he saw clearly all the
peril of his situationn.  He felt the necessity of resting his power
ou that popular will [rom which it was derived ; and he promul-
gated a Coustitution which imposed reasonable restrictions on the
exccutive will, and sccured a tolerable share of liberty to the
subject, while it provided the means of consulting the nation on
the measures to be pursued, and allowed it a direct influence
in the management of affuirs. By this Constitution, and in the
liberal spirit which directed it, he solemnly promised that his ad-
ministration should be regulated, and the conscientious Benjamin
Constant, with other leaders of that patriotic band who had op-
posed the misgovernmeni of the restoration, lent lum their cord:al
support. But the legitimate monarchs beheld in a popular sove-
reign their natural foe. He was outlawed by the Congress of
Vienna, stigmatized as a wild beast to be hunted down, and
Europe again took up arms again the principles and the man of the
Revolution. e dashed across hisnorthern frontier, trusting to
the celerity of his movements, and attempted to annihilate by sep-
arate attacks the armies of Blucher and of Wellington.  Fortune
was faithless to him.  The battles of Quatre Bras and of Ligny
and the disastrous route at Waterloo closed the eventful drama,
and swelled the grand total of the two millions of victuus whao
had fallen in this protracted struggle. ‘The second march on
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Paris, the second abdication, ensued without an interval, and the
hundred days were ended. France was transformed into a vast
encampment, which the allied invaders filled: with a million of
heterogeneous troops of all nations and languages. Wild Cos.
sacks fromn the Don and the Volga devoured and laid waste the
harvests, and the hoofs of the Prussian dragoon horses profaned
the Elysian fields. The barbarians of the north glutted their
vengeance upon their downcast cnemy ; desolation stalked
through her Provinces, and Plunder rioted in her Cities. The
monuments of her victories were overthrown, her treasures of
art torn from her capital, and that queen of cities drained to its
dregs the bitter cup of hwumiliation. The greatest Captain of the
age, when he found it impossible to reach the common asylum
of the unfortunate in this home of liberty, threw himself upon
the magnanimity of England, and was cousigned to a barren vol-
canic rock in the midst of the Atlantic, swept by the perpetual
trade winds, and alternately drenched by torrents of ram, or
scorched by the fierce rays of the tropical sun. On this inhos-
pitable isle he lingered out the sad remnant of his days, and that
he preserved to the last his characteristic traits is witnessed by
the fact that in the hour of his dissolution the dress of his battles
covered him, the field bed of Austerhitz supported his sinking
frame, and the sword which he had girded on at Marengo lay
beneath his pillow. He is now resting in the bosom of that
rock of the Ocean ; the stone of his prison-palace is laid over his
ashes ; the Roman cement covers him who tamed the Roman
Eagle. His fame will Aourish in perennial youth, and like the
Pheenix, rise fresbly from his tomb as often as successive revolu-
tions shall convulse the world. Peace to his parted spirit !
After the final clfort of the great agitator had been baftied, and
he secluded in his water-girt rock of banishment, the continent
was quiet for a while ; no more was to be heard of wars and
commotions, and the potentates of Europe vegetated in undis-
turbed security on their paternal thrones.  And now that IFrance
has been sufficiently humbled at the feet of her cnemies, now
that the confederate nations have shorn her locks of power, and
have no longer cause to jear her restless ambition, 1s her ardent
'longing for hiberty to be gratified—is she now, after these repeat-
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ed disasters, after this calamitous issuc of her desperate enter-
prize, to be blessed with free institutions, and a government of
her own choice ?  Alas! Very far from all this——she is doomed
once more to bow under the odious yoke of the Bourbon dynas-
ty—rendered still more gulling to her proud spirit from the cir-
cumstance that foreign arms have impored it on her. These
much loathed masters rule, asin a conquered country, a people
which despises and abhors them. IForce therefore compels obe-
dience ; and France is farther from the object of the revolution,
an object she will never cease to keep in view, than she was dur-
ing the period of the first restoration.

T'he disbanding of that army which had shed ecternal glory
over the annals of France ; the execution, as traitors, of Labedo-
yere and Ney, who had only acted as circumstances compelled
them to act 3 the base submission of the French Government to
refund to the allied sovereigns the expenses of their war against
the Independence of France; the agreement that the troops of
the allies should be quartered for years in the heart of France,
and that she should hold herself bound to support the army of
occupation, filled full the measure of universal detestation. To
stifle the expresston of this feeling, the censorship was institut-
ed, the law of election was altered ; prosecutions for political of-
{ences became frequent, and the more zealous wliras, in a trea-
sonable correspondence, begeed the allies to allow thew troops
to remain m France, when they were about to withdraw them.
At the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle IFrance was Jeagued with
the Northern powers in their policy of legitimacy, armed 1nter-
vention and stability—a policy more fully developed at Verona
in 1822, and which 1t devolved on FFrance to illustrate in 1823,

L...v."'-"',

by the march on Spain of one hundred thousand French troops
for the suppression of democratic principles in the pemnsula ; so
that it was not cnough for this high-minded and chivalrous nation
to be forced to relinquish with bitter regret the fruits of so many
years of suflering, but she must be made the miserable and un-
willing instrument 1 the hands of her masters to crush the rising
hopes of liberty mnong a neighboring gallant and much abused

people.
Louis X VI, well-meaning but weak, died. and the crown
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passed to Charles the X, bigoted and obstinate. The victory of
Navarino lighted up for a moment the sombre gloom of his short
and luckless reign, and the conquest of Algiers threw a gleam of
transient splendor over the last days of the house of Bourbon ;
but the general aspect of his affairs was lowering and ominous.
The last three mimistries it the service of legitimacy, those of
Villele, of Pcrtalis and Martignac, and finally of Polignac, con-
ducted the government to the precipice over which it threw it-
self on the day of the issuing of the three fatal ordonnances.
The inconsiderate outrage that day oflered to the genius of De-
mocracy by an administration smitten with judicial blindness,
“* Unweetingly importuned
Their own destruction to come speedy on them,
So fond are mortal men,

Fallen into wrath divine, :
Ag their own ruin on themsclvos to 1avitu”?

L

‘The intolerable provacation with which they dared to msult
the enthralled Sampson, ¢ despised and thought extinguished
qulte,

“ J1is fiery vistuoe roused

From under ashes into sudden flame,

And as an evening dragon cosiiu

Assatlant on the perched roosts

Of tame villetic fow! ; but 0san eagly

11is cloudless thunder bolted on their heads :
8o virtue given tor Jost,

Vepressed and overthrown as seemed,
Revives, reflourishes, then vigorous most
When most fnactive deemned.??

The Revolution of July, cighteen hundred and thirty, must
not be judged by itselfy or by its immediate eflects ; but as the
first of a new series of Revolutions. It is the beginning of the
-débacle—the grand breaking up of the general congelation. It
has sanctioned the doctrine of the sovereignty of the people, and
dealt a fatal blow to the absurd notion of passive obedience.
For the first time, too, the foreign powers have forborne to mter-
fere, for which quiescence they had doubtless two good reasons;
first, the consciousnese that their own armies and people sympa-
thised with the insurgent nation and not with the overthrown dy-
nasty ; and that therefors it might be apprehended, if they should
be marched nto the infccted region, that a sudden development
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of their predisposition to liberalism would produce an incurable
derangement of their steady habits of ohedience : second, the re-
collection that the career of Napoleon had demonstrated that the
South West of Eusope holds the good military position against
the Northern despotisins, and that in case of a rupture, Irance
can make a foray upon either of the capitals of the holy allies, at
her clection.  “This isa great point gaiaed ; the abolition of hered-
itary peerage is another, though it must be confessed that in most
respects the change of mastors has vl Been & change of system.
The significant coldness with whicli Rlussia received the annun-
ciation of the new dyuasty left the Frencl no reom to doubs that
if it was not prudant and conventent to resent their late exercise
of the rigi:t to be pullers down and setters up of their own kings,
still they were considered as on their good behavior for the future.
The government looked for support and even for toleration from
foreign despotisins only in proportion as it should disappomt the
expectations of those who achieved the revolution, and it scems
to have been anxious to deserve the lorbearance of the self con-
stituted regulators of the continent.  'The venerable Lalayette
was shuflied from lus post of commander in chiel of the Natinal
Guaids ; the oflice utself was abolished : unpovular nomimations
were made aad persisted in; the men and the principles of July
were discountenanced ; Poland was left to struggle and perish
unaided ; the projects of the movement party were disconcert-
ed, zad their policy scouted, and the rule of action scemed to
be never to advance while 1t was possicie to remain station-
ary.  On the whole, it may be pronounced, that this e¢x-
periment is conclusive of the fact, that either branch of the
house of Bourbon is equally incapable of ruling an enlight-
ened nation in a liberal spirit: and though we cannot expect
such au cvent immediately, still, we are waiting for the occur-
rence of anothier, more eftectual revolution, to be accomplished
hy moral means, and io finish the work ol the lust.

The Spanish peninsula, whose position recommends to it so
strongly a perpetual neutrality, and whose colonial dominions
contributed so much to estrange it from the internal order of
Europe, has unwiscly entangled itself’ in quarrels with wineh 1t
had no concern, and has consummated its own ruin by unneces-
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sary conbexions and unnatural antipathies.- ¥ith an ntellectual,
brave, ardent, passionate, heroic population,—souls formed of
fire and children of the sun,—a licentious and bhigoted court has
neglected the advantages and wasted the resources which the
national character afforded, and drageed her along the brink of
frightful precip s to a melancholy but sure perdition.  Hurried,
against her interest, into the war of conspiring monarchs agatust
the French republic, a war in which the lavish expenditure of
her treasure, her commerce, her possessions, and her fame, led
only to most discreditable results, she was left to conclude
by an ignominious peace, ihase hostilities which she should have
avoided before they were ventured on.  Scarce was the treaty
signed, when she foolishly entered into a contest with Great
Britain, an enemy with whom she could never cope, and out of
the series of losses and disasters which she experienced on this
occasion she was brought by the peace of Amiens, chastised
but not made wiscr by her sufferings.  When this short truce
was broxen, Spamn purchased of Napolcon permission to remain
neutral by the paymient of a monthly tribute, and by secret rein-
forcements of seamen for his navy; an arrangement which
England :esented by the capture of her bullion flect and the
destruction of its convoy. Not content with this Hagrant viola-
tion of the laws of civilized warfare, she procceded to demand
that the equipment of ships of war in Spanish ports should be
forthwith suspended. "Fhe requisition was not complied with
His Catholic Majesty felt compelled to declare war against
England. In less than a year Nelson anmlulated her marine at
Trafalgar, the crowning victory of his hright carcer: while
shortly after Miranda excited the insurrectionary spirit in her
American provinces, which four years later he instigated to
break out agamn under more favorable auspices, and which slum-
blered not until hier vast colonial possessions were severed from
all dependence on the parent state.  Under the guidance of Go-
doy, the infamous Prince of Peace, lured by the promised spoil
of Portugal, Spain was but too deeply mvolved m the mnbitious
enterprises of Napoleon, while her royal family embroiled in do-
mestic discords offered a tempsting and an easy prey to the iron
erasp of the conqueror. Whether at were his passion for aggran-
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dizement, or a philanthropic wish to deliver a gallant nation from
the miseries which a msgovernment the most preposterous was
inflicting on her, or the undeniable necessity of making her re-
sources subservient to lis general systera under @ more energet-
ic and eflicient admnstration, or all these motives combined, the
opportunity was too flattering to be resisted : he converted Spain
into an appanage of his imperial family and delegated his brother
Joseph to occupy the vacant throne.  The throne was filled, the
military posts were seized, the passes guarded, and the country
scemed 1o be parmanently subjugated before a blow was struck.
To alleviate the bitter feelings which subjection to a foreign mas-
ter never fatls to excite, the new dynasty proposed to confer on
Spain blessings of mcalculuable value. It tendered political re-
generation to a people exhiausted and degraded by the vile mis-
rule of a despicable tyranny. It conlerred and guaranteed a
new constitution cmimently calculated to draw forth her ne-
elected resources : it abolished that antiquated restrictive sys-
temy, which had there, as is its tendeney every where, depressed
agriculture and destroyed commerce @ it provided more eficctual-
ly for the protection of persons and property, a more equal and
vigorous auhmmistration of justice, means for the education of the
connion people, cqual toleration to all seets of rehgion, equal
protection to all classes of mndustry. 1t swept away the tribunals
of the infernal mquisition ; it cut oft the exorbitant privileges of
the aristocracy ; m a word, 1t ciancipated the industry, persons,
property and consciences of the people.  In these intentions it
was sincere, {for Buonaparte’s mterests were identical with those of
Spain. By raising her people from the permanent inferiority in-
to which vicious mstitutions and the debasing influence of a cor-
rupt, profhgate, venal and perverse government had degraded it ;
by exalting her i the standard of inprovement to a level with the
most civilized nations ol modern times, he hoped to develop rap-
idly those immense resources which he was desirous to employ.
But the haughty, headstrong Spaniard 100k little note of this,
obvious though it might be to the obtusest mtellect 5 an nfatua-
tion posscssed hinn, over which he has sinee lamented with many
crumson tears.  Lhe blind fanaticism of the monks, natural en-
emies of an eculightened government, the brutal ferocity of e

3
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crafty, cruel and vindictive pcople broke into open rebelliors
everywhere, and extraordinary, wild and anomalous' was the
manifestation of popular wrath which burst in an overwhelming
hurricane upon the heads of the devoted French.

War te the knife and the knife to the hilt, was not only pro-
claimed by Palafox, but carried on by innumerable chicefs of bands
of guerrillas.  The uncontrolable fierceness of anger, and the
long cherished tenacity of vengeance, which are characteristic of
the Spanmard when provoked, exbibited themselves in deeds of
ruthless cruelty. Officers and even civilians travelling in secu-
rity were waylaid and shot; every strageling soldier that could
be cut oft from his detachment was butchered by the mob ; the
sick, the wounded, and the medical attendants were murdered
without shame or remorse, and French troops who had surren-
dered themselves prisoners under a solemn capitulation were
massacred in cold blood in the face of day. 'I'reachery was em-
ployed to inveigle victims into the toils, and assassination wreaked
itself on innocent and meritorious citizens as well as enemics.
Yet these cbullitions must have subsided, this outbreaking of
passionate enthusiam would have died away from the excess of
its undefined lfury, had it not been fostered by British gold and
British arms.  Napoleon pushed forwavd several columns, each
resting on the main army from which it vadiated, and spread them
over the peninsula, overpowering opposition as they went.  But
the directing head could not be everywhere at once, while he
was settling affairs with Austria, the irresolution and incapacity of
Savary and Dupont led to disasters which neither the daring in-
trepidity of Junot, the cver watchful activity of Soult, the fiery
impetuosity and long tried skill and valor of Ney, nor all the sa-
gacity and genius of Massena, the favorite child of victory, were
sufticient {ully to retriecve.  During six bloody campaicus the
tide of war ehbed and flowed, tll I'ortune and the elements drove
back the cluld and champion of the revolution discomfited from
the smoking ruins of Moscow, and then 1t was that the victori-
ous Wellington, defeating them in one pitched battle alter anoth-
er, chased the survivors of that hard fought strugele across the
Bidassoa.

Spain 1s now freed from a foreign yoke and her national inde-
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pendence is sccured ; is she to be freed from the yoke of that
legitimate despotism which had dilapidated the resources, pervert-
cd the moral sease and debased the lofty character of the nation:
15 the individual independence of man to be recognized ;5 will a
erateful king, not unmmdful that the best blood of his people has
been poured out without stint, like water, in  his cause, respect
their iights, accede to their reasonable requests, and ratify the
constitution they have established in his absence?  Alas! No.
That constitution he annuls, the Regency and the Cortes, whose
mustaking patriotism had prescrved for him the throne of his an-
cestors, he arrests and punishes for the crime of having heen faith-
{ul to him. MHe restores the Convents, recalls and reinstates the
Jesuits and revives the Inquisition.  The friends of the Cortes
and Joseph arc condemned alike, with their wives and clildren
to perpetual exile.  Officers who had aided m his restoration
are exceuted as conspirators if they incur the dislhike of the dom-
incering monks, and his few honest counscilors, are banished or
unprisoned hecause they dare to utter unpalatable truths.  Mean-
while the privateers of the South Aunerican patriots cruised be-
fore Cadiz, cut up the commerce, aud captured prizes within
sight of the coast.  Vast preparations exhausted the national re-
sources, to attempt the chimerical project of reconyuering the
American insurgents, and the people were exasperated with ex-
traordimary taxes, while the industry and property of the country
were encumbered by heavy loans to supply the deficiencies which
extortion could not satisty.  When this genume Bourbon return-
ed, and his people received L with open arms, he had pledged
himsell’ to grant them a hberal coustitution, sccurity of property
~and person, and liberty of the press: the perfidious wonster {ul-
filled none of these fair promises, but commitied instead ail the
cnormities that have been described.  Muman nature could not
long endure it.  The very army, proverhially the passive instrus
ment ol despots, revolted against such an atrocious dereliction
ol good faith, and so exeerable an abandonment of every princi-
ple of duty, gratitude, or hovor,  Riego raised the cry of liberty
on the first of January 1820, and Quiroga, delivered from con-
linement, superintended the rising ofan wmsurgent navuon.  IFFer-
dinand abandoned by his troops swore to support the constitution
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and summoned the Cortes. Now was the time to redecm his
honor, and to repossess himself of the affections and confidence
he had so justly forfeited. Lct bim be true to the oath he has
sworn, true to the nation, true to the spirit of the age, and obliv-
ron will close over his glaring and multiplied offences. A mag-
nanimous people would forget their wrongs and remember only
the redressor. ‘The glory of the nation would illuminate his name
with some portion of its ustre ; impartial history, looking only to
final results, would deliver it to the remotest posterity with bless-
ings and with eulogies, instead of handing it down forever to In-
cur, what 1t now deserves and receives, the scorn, derision and
contempt, malediction and anathema of the whole civilized
world.

The spectacle of a free nation was not to be tolerated on the
continent. Irance and her allied masters determined in rheir
infernal conclaves the ruin and the misery of unfortunate, noble
Spain. A hundred thousand soldiers crossed the frontiers, under
the Duke of Angouleine, to tread out the last spark of liberty in
Spain.  Step by steyr, overcoming a brave resistanca, he advane-
ed itrvough the country, the patriots unaided, were sufiered to
fall a sacrifice to their integrity ; for though Dritish allies, arms
and subsidies were furnished Spain for the defence of Spanish In-
dependence against a benefactor who effeccted melioravion  forci-
bly, Britain could not spare a soldicr, a musket, or a shilling to
defend Spanish Liberty against forcign invacion when it came
in the name of a legitimate tyrant to inflict on kis miserable sub-
jects absolutism and all its concomitant woes.  On the thirtieth
of September 1823, the absolute king left Cadiz and joylully
threw himsclf into the camp of his deliverers.  From that fatal
day when Ferdinand the ingrate again found in lis grasp that
iron sceptre with which from May 1814 to March 1820 he had
oppressed a generous people, down to the present date, one con-
tinued svstem of persecnution has Leen constantly pursued which
surpasses in its iniquity and perfidy the vilest and the meanest
acts of Nero and Caligula. From that day Spain has been
blasted with the paralysis of this abhorred legitimacy.  Her
choicest sons, unrighteously condemned to sufler a irightful deatl
as the recompense of their civic virtues, have sought, from the
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free staies of North Amcrica to the Despotic Empire of Morocco,
~a refuge from the atrocious injusiice and fell pursuit of the mod-
ern Heliogabalus, who, ingrate and despot as he is, has succeed-
ed by the aid of the legitimates of Lurope in establishing a gov-
erment as opposed to what the Hlumination of this age requires,
as it is in harmony with the patricidal ideas of his brothers the
late Autocrat of Russia, the Ismperor of Austria und the rest of
the cohort of the sovercigns of degraded Kurope. But though
freedom’s saered fire be scattered and trodden down, some -
gering sparks must yet survive hidden and smouldering beneath
the recent ashes. "L'he misnamed holy alliance reposes in false
security upon the bayonets of its mercenaries—but let it be ever
present to their recollection, that not the least portentous of the
wonderful phenomena, which our age, fruitful in wonders, has
exhibited, was the spectacle of a nation whose niercenaries in a
moment became freemen, and raised that ery of Iiberty which
made them tremble on their thrones.  “Lhat if Spain displayed
this then unparalleled spectacle in the year 1820, a neigh-
boring nation has repeated it in 1830, and it is inpossible to
say how far such an example may extend its influence be-
fore another decade of years has run its course.  Tyrants
have taught the people to be free, and to value the blessing {or
the price it costs, and the bliss it brings.  Without Tarquin
would Rome have been free ?  1tas with great justice that Rous-
seaun has styled Tue rrisce of Machiavel the text book of Re-
publicans.  "The invasion of Spain by Napoleon, whether justifi-
able or unjustifiable, occasioned the wonderful impulse which Eu-
ropean liberty finally reccived.  The tyranny of Ferdimand pre-
pared the public mind for the revolution of 1820, and the liberty
then proclaimed, though overthrown, has left a germ i the
Spanish sotl which sooner or later must produce souls of a tem-
per lirm enough to undertake the destruction of that hydra of
despotism which now proudly boasts that it has secured forever
its reign ol abomination and nfamy:.

Of the remaining portion of the Penmsula, it 15 necessary to
say but a few words in the present connection.  Fear and jeal-
ousy of her stranger neighbor, Spain, had naturally led Portugal
1o throw herself into the arms of Great Britain, of which latter
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power she had been a were dependency for more than a century.
'The Spanish Revolution of 1820 was imitated n Portugalin the
course of the same year.  Encouraged by France and Spain, the
apostolicals and absolutists, after incessant intrigues and rchel-
lions with varying success, bave at last subverted the constitution
then adopted, though sustained by England under Canning’s
ministry.  Since the counter revolution triumphed, Don Migucl,
proclaimed absolute king, hias run a mad carcer of usurpation and
tyranny. DPoison and the poignard, secrel assassination, and pub-
lic rnassacre in open day, the execution of the flower of Portu-
guese nobility, confiscations of the most tempting estates, the nn-
prisonment of forty thousand of his subjects on suspicion of dis-
like to the despotism which had wrested from them their liberties
and threatened their fortunes and their lives, the expulsion from
their native soil of tens of thousands of its worthiest citizens—
thesc are the means hitherto employed to perpetuate the wither-
ing curse of his domination over a prostrate, groaning, desolated
kingdom—these arve the proofs he has exhibited to an observing
world, that a lawlul sovereign, for as such the legitimates of Eu-
rope have recognized him, can overact the direst excesses ol the
foulest Jacobinism, and perpetrate deeds of unequalled enormity
and baseness, without provocation or palliation, for the mere en-
joyment of the spectacle of universal misery of his own creation.
Ior five years helpless Portugal has been given up to him for a
prey : this ogre has feasted his diabolical appetites in cvery
modification of torture exercised upon her, which the ingenuity
of malice could suggest to him, and has not yet supped full of
horrors.  We can only hope that a day of retribution sooner or
later must come. |

If we turn to the Italian peninsula, the prospeet there is
scarcely more exhtlarating.  Northern Italy, the richer half, per-
tiins to Austria, a power mmpregnably strong, who holds it with
a grasp not casily loosened.  Southern Italy must remain sub-
servient to England as long as she commands the Mediterrancan.
Italy, the garden of KEurope, the home of ancient power and the
cradle of modern civilization, if incorporated into one free nation,
might again be independent, powerful and happy : but ferocions
hands have torn her into fragments, and with all the clements of
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ereatness and of happiness, cxeepling Union, she 1s doomed tu
insignificance and misery. The Republics which started into be-
ing, full of hope, at the stormy termination of the last century,
have passed away like a shadow and are forgotten : when Na-
ples undertook to repeat the Spanish melodrama, the Holy Alli-
ance precipitated Austria upon her ; and a hundred thousand bay-
onets enforced the practical application of the homily read to her
by the Congress ol Laybach.

Notwithstanding these untoward circumstances, and in spite
of their ominous aspect, the maintainers of the rightcous cause
by no means despair.  Good principles have i thew nature a
recuperative vigor.  They may be hidden in silence and lic
buried in obloquy, but though you pile on them mountains, they
will rise clastic from beneath the pressure. You cannot wash
away the fond devotion to therr natural rights from the memory
of a people whose hearts have once throbbed with the holy
love of liberty, though you shed such rivers of their best blood
as would the multitudinous scas incarnadine. It becomes an
instinct and a passton whichh many waters of afiliction cannot
quench, nor all the billows of adversity overwhelm.  The bhlood
of the martyrs is the seed of the church, and the dying exhorta-
tions of mnumerable patriots, victims in the great stugele be-
tween right and power, fulling like good seed into good ground,
have brought forth an hundred fold in the hearts of the survi-
vors, unchangeable resolves to achieve their purpose, and stead-
fast hate agamst all who oppose its consummation.  No longer
a few solitary enthusiasts, of whom the world is not worthy,
wander through the wilderness of jcoples who acknowledge
not their apostleship,~—missionaries of liberty, yet despised and
rejected of men,—moving among them, but not of them,—
hopimg agnst hope and clinging to their reliance on the immu-
table law ol human progress when the advance seems least
pereeptible ; but the Iviends ol their kind spring from every soil
like the warriors of Cadius fromn the scattered  dragon’s teeth ;
they stand shoulder to shoulder, they close their ranks, and
move i solid plulanx to the decisive onset.  The cyele of
cvents holds its course onward and right on @ wo, therefore, to
him who sets his shoulder against the wheel: it will assuredly
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crush his idiot hardihood. Ilurope is full of firm, determined
spirits burning for freedom, and no more fixed decree is written
i the book of fate than that she shall be free.  As sure as the
God of heaven 15 a God of justice so sure sne SHALL BE FREE.

And frec she shall be by virtue of the popular volition, not
by wading to the kuees in blood. Paris need not fear another
three days of sorrow and of joy, of shame and glory : her grand
historical week has furnished a precedent decisive enough to
settle similar cases hercalter without the cost of a trial.  Slaugh-
ter shall never agam hold in her streets ber purple carnival.
'The moral revolution has anticipated the work of the physical.
Wicked kings tremble w the transitory tenure of their thrones,
and oppressed subjects wait in confident expectation for the
carliest favorable opportunity to act together, to redress all thetr
erievances and remedy all theirabuses at once and with a word.
The narrow caleulations of purblind selfishness have given place
to enlarged, ennobling views of the common interest, so that the
watchwords of parties and sccts are fast losing thewr magcal
mfluence ; the good of mankind 1s becoming the general end and
aun, and a handful of spoilers can no longer control nillions of
abler and better men by the skilful application of their ancient
maxim, “ divide and rule.”  “L'he division walls set up by lords
and priests are thrown down : we are no longer parcelled out
into hostile clans, according to shibboleths ol their invention,
perpetuating causeless feuds for thewr benefit, though to our ruin.
Ol,no! The race is uniting into one cordial brotherliood, and
will no longer suffer itsell to be delrauded or despoited, not even
under the specious pretences of relizion, or social order, or

national glory.
Oh nn ! ———=Ulivine Philosophy,
Her left on eanh, her right feot on the soa,
Hath sworn there shall bo tima 2o more for bigotry.

Philanthiropy at longth hath wen the day,
For Desolation’s demons now are thought

But bitehera as they are,  Those erst the prey,
The anrezisting prey of whoo'er songht

O'er prostrate right to holil despotic sway,
Claim and will take the sovereignty they ought.

Philanthropy hath won tho victory,

Antwerp’s hombardment spoke Wur's valedictary.

Apnart fromn social interconrse, alone,
His body ona great wouad, his gashoes streaming,
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Muttering his thuadors in nn undertone,
Soen by tho conflagration’s fitful gleaming,
Ho scems to list thoe nations’ funeral moan,
And gring with diabolic glee as deeming
"Tho strugglo not yet a’er : ’tis he—1 know him well.
Foul fiend,avaunt! and ecck thy nuative heil.

And dove like Peaceo begin her smiling treign,—
Lot Plenty crown with happiness the land,—
Fair Commcrce whiten with her sails the main,—

Thetr equal rights let aill men understand,—
Nor I'reedoin’s progress e'er be checked again—
May riendship animate each heart and hand—
The God of Verfiet Pence Jet all adore,
Aud Discorid’s throat be silent evermore.»

But although such are our hopes and such our confidence in
human Perfectibility in general, and in the future fortunes of
Europe in particular, still it 1s not to be disguised that many ob-
stacles intervene between her present situation and the ultimate
fulfilment of that vision of felicity which these stanzas present to
our view. ‘T'hese obstacles are the same which have hitherto pre-
vented the suggestions of sages and the exhortations of patriots,
though received with hearty acquiescence by innumerable multi-
tudes of the wise and good in every country, from eflecting any
cousiderable portion of those desirable meliorations in the condition
of the political world at which they have aimed. Let us review
the picture we have sketched and see what are these obstacles,
that knowing them we may know how ts avoid them § that be-
ing preeminently (ortunate in our exemption from their baneful op-
eration, we may know how to guard and preserve to the latest
posterity the mvaluable prerogative.  Let us look back and ask
why such repeated deleats, such melancholy disasters?  Why
have the very experiments which scemed richest with promiso
proved blackest with disappointment, and the golden fruit, fair
to the eye, only mocked the taste with dust and bitter ashes ?
Why have so many well meant, generous eftorts of so many splen-
did capactties, ol so many magnanimous heavts, undertaken under
the most favorable circumstances, ended in grievous Joss—worse
rout—more miserable rain? - The answer to these questions, in
which philanthropy 15 so deepy interested, may be comprehend-
im a single word—a word which speaks volumes of consolation

* Eximaeted {rxeept tho atlovien to the xiege of Antwerp.) from tha vatedictory posm to my
clnsemates, delivered ot Harennd Universite, Jaly t6th, A, 1), 189,
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and encouragement to oursclves. "Lhie great sceret of all rieix
wisfortunes, the fatal clog, the weight that hangs like a millstone
about the neek of Kuropean Liberalisim, is the absence of a real,
substantial, national Inprrenpencr.  For this lundamental de-
feet in their system they have as yet found no remedy, and prob-
ably none can be found till the doctrine of the riglt of interfer-
ence is abandoned n practice by all, as most have alrcady re-
nounced it in theory.

INvEpENDENCE 15 (he talisman which sccures all oun
other blessings, among which Peace, Prosperity and Liberty are
uot the least, and it is to the Federal Untoxn that we owe both i1
and them.  Let us examine the evidence of this proposition andd
then we shall be prepared to appreciate the value of Indepen-
dence, and recognize that the Declaration of the 1Wourth of July
seventeen hundred and seventy-six, sanctioned by the treaty of
seventeen hundred and eighty-three, gave us not the cmpty name
of Independence merely, but a rean Inneresvesce, the sub-
stance of the things that were hoped for—then we shall be pre-
pared to feel the foree of the sentiment, e Feoeran Union,
[T MUST B PRESERVED, a sentiment worthy the lips of the iltus-
trious chicl who utteved ity and whose talents, energy and influ-
¢nce are all concentrated to the one grand purpose ol preserving
the Union,

When on the twenty-fist of Ifchruary seventeen hundred
cighty-seven, a grand conmmittee of which the Honorable Narian
DaNE was chammnan, reported to Congress their entire conviction
of the neflicieney of the Federal Government under the old con-
federation, and of the necessity of devising such further provisions
as should render the same adequiate to the exigencies of the Union,
and strongly recommended to the dilferent legislatures o send
delegates to the convention at Philadelphia which formed the
present Constitution, they not only felt the evils to which the
want of a Supreme Federal head exposed the Country, while
the bands of Union were so loose that we could not be entitled
to the character ol a nation—they not only perceived that the
country stood upon the verge of ruin; divided agamst ssell’; all
ties dissolved 5 all parties claiming authority and refusing  obedi-
ence ; sedition, though mtimidated, not disarmed ; ourselves in
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debt to forcigners, and large sums due internaily ; the taxes m
arrears and stll accumulating ; manulactures destitute of materi-
als, cupil:il, and skill ; agriculture despondent ; commerce hank-
rupt¥~——they not only saw and fele all this, § say, but they felt the
imminent danger of still greater cvils which as yet they knew
not of ; they saw the combustibles collected 5 the mme prepar-
ad ; the smallest spark capable of producing an explosion.—
"Their sagacity showed them in no distant future the fearful vis-
ion of the abyss of anarchy mto which they must plunge when
that explosion had scattered the erazy fabrie ol their govern-
ment.  Hanging over the precipiee they gazed into the dark re-
cesses beyond, and there beheld the roken and dishonored frag-
ments of a once glortous wion ;5 states dissevered,  diseordant,
helligerent 5 o kand rent with civil feads, or drenched, it miglht
he, tn fraternad blood.d 'Fhe Congress who aceepted that re-
port knew well that o way ol escape wmust be found from the
perts that envivoned them, awd they knew, too, that no othel
refuge remained than the possibility of erecting an eflicient sub
stantial and pernent govermnent. Fhey koew that o miore
imtimate Union ol the states must be established or the country
must perish : every ray of hope that could light them on i any
course but this was already extinguished.  When Washington,
i the same year, consented to serve in the convention called for
that purpose, to issist i avertng the contemptible figure which
the American connnunities were about to make e the annals of
mankind, with their separate, independent, jealous, State Sover-
cigitivs,” hie was fully aware ol the momentous import ol the
crisis and of the appalling weight of responsibility whieh devoly-
ed upon the members of that body. e looked forward to sue-
cess i ths fina) undertaking as to & weleome salvation from the
vortex of vaing and he looked upon the filure of (his attempt,
i Dl assued i Lalarve, as upon the wireek off Anerican hber-
ties and the catastrophe ol Republican Govermuents forever.
L needed not the study of the Amphycnonic Counclly ur of
the Achain league, or ol any of those ephemeral alliances
which were continually forming and disolving amony the ancient
*Pisher Aaes. BLandl 1557,

FDaniel Wehstes  lunmny 1530
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petty states of Greece, to impress upon his mind the solemn con-
viction of the reality of the view he then took of the posture of
our affairs. It was not necessary to explore the annals of the
German lmpire, to peruse the chronicles of the unceasing and
inurderous struggles of the ltalian Republies, to search the history
of the restless cantons of Switzerland, or examine the records of
the United Provinces of the Liow Cotmtries, no, nor to recur to
any other unsuccessful experiment, ancient or modern, to be
abundantly satisfied that the relation ol free stawes, bordering on
cach othor and not restrained by a conumon government, is a re-
latton of fieree, relentless and almost unintermitted warfare.
The circumstances of the times exhibited but too distinetly the
prevailing tendencies ; collisions wero becoming every day more
frequent and more violent ; the fury of hosule passions was Kind-
ling fast, and, with a little more fanning would have burst into
one unjversal, all-devouring conflagration.

Thanks be to God, America was saved.  Under the
guidance of Washington, and his illustrious compeers, she trod
the path of salety, and her progress in it has been a carcer of
unparalleled prosperity and glory.  Her wise men erected the
well proportioned edifice of a national government, upon which
foveign nations could not look hut with respect, under whose
protection the several states enjoy sccurely all thew reserved
rights without encroaching upon cach other’s privileges or cou-
flicting with cach other’s interests ; beneath whose fnendly shel-
ter Agriculture, Commerce, and the Arts thrive and fructify.
May its blessings be magnificent as its objects, coextensive
with its influence, and its duration Iasting as tune; and when
after a complete century shall have rolled over the continent,
and two hundred millions of freemen calling our language their
mother tongue, shall have peopled, but not crowded, our vast
territory, may they as onc united nation of brethren, look for-
ward, through the distant and dim perspective of countless fu-
ture ages, to the bright viston of coming generations, more nu-
merous, wiser, happier, and better than themselves, successively,
to the end of time, with the same confidence in the perfectibility
of our race, and the same reliance on the overruling favor of
Providenco with which we now leok forward to their destiny.
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lu these delightful anticipations we may indulge without fear
of sell deluston ; but had the relaxation of the Federal Govern-
ment proceeded to its anmilulation, had the Union been dissoly-
ed instead of strengthened, there are a thousand ways in which
1 might illustrate tho miseries which must of necessity follow.
Of these, the extent to which I have already taxed your patience
will allow me to select but one—that to which I have already
alluded, the calamitous course and disastrous issues of all the
Revolutions m Furope since ourown,  Let us begin our inves-
tigations with the history of France, since i Ifrance the revolu-
tionary voleano first broke out, and all the other revoletonary
phenomena of the old waorld are but secondiry explosions con-
sequential apon that grand primary eruption.

Wlience originated all those abuses i France which rendered
the revolution unavoidable 2 From war and from the liability to
war to which the nation had always been exposed.  “The ongin
of privileged classes was i war and conquest.  The Franks
had conquered the Gauls, and the nation was for a long time
composed of two classes @ the invaders, the Franks, formed the
nobility ; the subdued Gauls were the commons, the peasantry,
roturiers, base-born,  "I'he aristocracy not only derived its ori-
ein from conquest @ it supported itself by war.  An immense
military establishment was kept up, and to them helonged ex-
clusively all the titles, honors, emolmments and fluence of
nulitary command.  "T'he government was despotic, because
constant recurrence of wirs made a very strong government
necessary to develop the energies essential to the defence of the
nation, and because the consequent superiority of the military
class over the civily and the coneentration of the military power
i the hands of the sovercign, had enabled the government,
particularly during the reign of Louis the IPourteenth, to make
itself’ even much stronger than was necessary, and indeed to
monopolize all power m itsell.  The Court squandered away
the treasures of the nation, because it s the natural tendeney of a
military life to beget a passion for splendor, pomp and profusion,
The army,—1 mecan those who held military honors as well
as those who served,—absorbed wost of the resources of the

nation, beecause it s the nature of that branch wherever it is suf-
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fered to grow, to determine to its own supply the best part of
the sap of the whole tree.  The church was rich, burthensome
and overbearing, because it was the natural ally of the aristocra-
cy, and propped up their usurpations to be by them maintained
in 1tsown. The nation was in debt because while the dishurse-
ments of the government were excessive, the military aristocracy
and their religious allies had exempted their own property. no
small part ol the wealth of the country, from all taxation, and
the revenue that could be wrung from the commons by taxing
them to the utmost Inmt of sufferance, would not mect the cur-
rent expenditures of the year.  The taxes were exorbitant, be-
causc the people had to pay the expenses of the government,
the profligacy of the higher orders pensioned by the government,
and the interest of the odious debt whereby the industry of the
country was mortgaged beforc it became avatlable and made
tributary for years to come to the support of these abuses—wvhile
the privileged exempts made it their business to spend all and
contribute nothing.  And so wherever the military principle
decides the fundamental character of the government we may
expect to find not merely an overgrown standing army of sol-
diers, placemen and pensioners, devouring the substance of the
people, but its concomtants, an oppressed and overburdened
people, a church rioting n luxury, a merciless aristocracy feed-
ing upon the fat of the land, a court all-grasping and insatiable,
yet with an always empty treasury, a debt hanging over its
head which it would beggar the nation to discharge, and presid-
ding over this whole prodigious system, a military exccutive, in
other words a despotic ruler, no matter by what name, consul,
director, dictator, protector, king, emperor, czar or sultan, |
do not say that cvery article of this description applies to
every government i whichh the military power makes
component part: that would be lar from correct.  But
in proportion as the government is more or less military the
description will be found more or less applicable.  We
car. now see how our Union cuts up by the roots the main
causcs of misgovernment and despotism.  The abuses that
have been cnumerated, grow up where u state of soldicry
profest predominates ; and this can only take place where war, o
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the apprebension of waris perpetual.  Where prudence requires
ereat armies to be kept on foot and frontiers of neighboring rivals
to be jealously watched and hned with garrisoned fevtresses, pop-
ular institutions have never yet been able to maintain themsely es.
We have no rival nations on our frontiers, and as long as the
Union lasts we can have none; we need no standing army that
can excitc a moment’s apprchension; and our future wars, if
we shall ever be so unfortunate as to have any, must be carried
on principatly through the instrumentality of navies, a species of
forces less liable than any other to the objections that have been
made against standing armies.  Our Union then preserves us
from the opcration of those influences which have deprived
most other nations of their liberty. |

When IFrance undertool in good carnest the reformation of all
political abuses, what gave the controversy that ensued so
malignant a character?  The opposition of the privileged
classes, using the power they derived from their situation, which
had France heen an island a thousand miles from an cneiny
they would never have possessed, to defend their pretensions,
Their resistance stemming the torreut for a wlile, caused 1t to
zather head and burst with greater foree when it had accumula-
ted strength to sweep before.it all obstacles.  When the
National Assembly had extorted every thing it could ask from
prostrate royalty, when a just revenge had stormed the Dastile,
laid open its horrid confines to the light of day, and levelled its
dismal walls ; when the National Guard had been organized
under the true hearted Lafayette, to prevent any disastrous
surprise or retrogade movement, and to hold within the power
of the people the advantages they had won ; when the assembly
had unanimously abolished all feudal rights, and the confiscated
cstates of the chureh had furmshed the means of freeing the
treasury from its embarrassments and at the same time allevia-
ung the burthens ol the people ; when the declaration ol the
vights of man had been adopted, when a free constitution had
been prepared, and the King of the French, proclaimed the re-
storer of I'rench liberty, had sivorn to maintain that constitution,
pechaps in good tuith, certainly without the means of breaking his
oath ; what paint of support remained in France upon which the
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aristocracy could fix any species of political enginery to shake tho
new order of things, or to make any even \he most desperate at-
tempt to recover their lost ascendancy ? The acutest vision could
discover none. But wo to nations situated in the midst of rivals
and enemies.

A resource presented itsell in foreign intervention, and the fall-
en noblesse eagerly embraced the opportunity of an alliance with
the foes of the I'rench people. Had there been no hope of for-
eign intervention, the nobility and clergy would not have emi-
erated, of course no emigrants would have returned in the van
of invading armies.  The revolution would have been accom-
plished, and after the tempest of so wild a commotion had had time
to subside, France would have settled down quietly into the
permanent enjoyment of a rational Iiberty. But the arming of
the emigrants followed by the declaration of Pilnitz, by Austria
and Prussia, drove the Legislative assembly to a declaration of
war. Russia and the German Empire joined the coalition a-
gainst democratic principles. The terror of the allied arms
brought violent measures into favor with the people and gave the
Jacobins the predominance in the assembly and still more in the
convention which followed, and which was elected during the
highest pitch of excitement. The infuriated passions of the pop-
ulace, wrought up to phrenzy by the invasion of the Prussians, and
emboldened by the victory of the republican forces at Jemappe,
gave birth to the decree of the abolition of royalty ; and alter-
wards compelled the Convention, but by a bare majority, to the
condemnation of the unfortunate Louis. The allied invaders
approached the seat of that ancient monarchy, only to hear the
crash of its fall as it tumbled into ruins, and were driven back
with utter discomfiture. 'The Republic offered fraternity-to all
people, and proclaimed war against all kings. The coalition
against it became universal ; while, fomented by foreign intrigues,
a civil war arose in La Vendee toavenge upon the regicides the
death of their sovereign. The cause of the revolution seemed
to be lost: the people stung to madness vented their rage in
savage and brutal excesses ; reckless of all subordinate conside-
rations they cared not by whom, or how, the government was
administered, if it possessed, and exerted energy sufficient to
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maintain the integrity and Independence of France. It was the
vital struggle of the nation ; and the people, in their despair,
were indeed criminally indifferent what, or how many individ-
uals were sacnificed, if the nation could he saved. The Re-
public armed itself with the weapons of terror. The ferocious
and sanguinary Mountain seized the reins of Government, dircct-
ed the fury with which they inspired all ranks successfully a-
gainst the Invaders, and ruled the nation with the guillotine.
Who dces not see that had France been situated geographically
as we are, the atrocities of this periad would have been impossi-
ble?  Who can believe that the reign of terror could have con-
tmued for one week in Pavis, bad the Ocean rolled between
F'rance and her foreign cnemies ?

Limight proceed with this review, aiter the fall of Rohespierre,
and through the whole period of the Directory, and show, step
by step, the inherent impracticability of all the plans of liberty
that were tried, or proposed, so long as it was necessary that the
nation should clothe itself in panoply, and rush en masse to the
frontiers, to delend the integrity of its territory, and its indepen-
dent existence.  While such questions were pending in the field,
there was no time for deliberation at home, for cool reflection
on theoretic principles, or nice adjustinents of checks and bal-
ances: and even if there had been, few limitations could profit-
ably be imposed upon an executive whose first function it was
to wicld at once, and with the tenfold energy of the new system of
tactics, the thirteen anntes of the Republie, and to Taunch them
with an all subduing impetus, upon Savoy, Nice, Belgium, Ger-
manv and the Netherlands.  Such a government, n such times,
st he too weak to execute its ofiice, too weak tostand the first
shock ol u revolutionary carthqualke, or else far too strong for the
popular liberties, too strong to suffer any theoretic checks to
have much practical operation in coutrolling its movements.  In
running the eve over the succession ol events, and recalling the
rapid transitions that oceurred at this tine, m all the facts which
present themselves to our observation, we read the same lesson,
our awn peculir {elicity in possessing the best part of a con-
tinent to ourselves, without hostile or intrigeing netghbors, to  at-
tack us by force from without, or to excite internal troubles a-

0
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mong us by fraud—too happy, if we but understood our happi-
ness. Particularity however, would be superfluons here, since
the rise and overthrow of the Empire, teach the same great les-
son in @ much more emphatical manner.

While Bonaparte was absent in Egypt, it became apparent
that the tottering Directory was too weak to sustain itself against
combined Europe, undermined as it was, by the Bourbonists on
one side, by anarchists on the other. All that the Revolution
had gained must be givenup for lost, and the blood that has del-
uged France was spilled in vain, if a stable government cannot
be formed, and clothed with powers adequate to the crisis.  Mo-
reau, who declined, Joubert, who accepted the offer, were invit-
ed by their friends to assume the helm ; but the latter fell at the
battle of Novi. The case became more critical, and the need
more urgent of a chief magistrate of commanding character, who
could unite contending factions, and form a nucleus for the friends
of order, and of the revolution, tc rally around. He must be a
statesman of the highest grade, to overcome tue intrinsic diffi-
culties of the foreign relations, and to adjust the fluctuaiing ele-
ments of society at home. Ie must possess unrivalled military
talents, to cut whatever Gordian kuot his policy cannot unravel ;
and as genius cannct operate without instruments, his infiuence
must be based on public confidence, and that this may be per-
manently secure, the principal directors of public opinion must
feel and acknowledge the supremacy of his intelleet~—he must
be the favorite of the people and the idol of the army. Bona-
parte returned, the man whom fate provided for the occasinn.
All eyes were fixed upon him; all hearts implored hLim to res-
cue his humbled country from the thick dangers that beset her;
to become the redeemer of despairing France. It is no new
discovery that amid the din of arms, the voice of law is hushed.
A revolution, in which a column of grenadiers supplied the im-
mediate impulse, concluded the Directorial rule, and installed
the new Consulate. Its power was military in its occasion, the
pressure of foreign foes ; military in its origiu, the favor of the
army ; mtlitary in its mode of creation, by an assembly of offi-
cers, through the instrumentality of bayonets; and depending on
the prestige of military glory forits endurance. Thai hright illusion
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outdazzled the splendid victories of the great monarch, Louis
X1V. and produced the full effect expected from it. The milita -
ry spirit predominant in the state, its military position with refer-
ence to the continent, as they had first called into being the Con-
sulate, strengthened its hands.  Surrounded by irreconcilable en-
emies, distracted, impoverished, disorganized, France willingly
entrusted to the First Consul the powers without which he could
not repel the foes, quell the factions, and restore credit and or-
der. Every branch of the government required reform ; he
undertook to remodel and direct all its operations, and thereby
concentrated in lumself all its functions. The title of Emperor
followed the assumption of all-controlling power ; the renewed war
stimulated the military spirit to still greater excess ; the military
establishment acquired a gigantic disproportion to other classes in
the state, and the government became, and for some years remain-
cd essentially absolute. Could France have enjoyed repose af-
ter the treaty of Amiens, she would have demanded and gradu-
ally obtained guarantces of civil liberty : but while her victorious
legions embodied the vigor and youth of the people, the head of
the army was the autocrat of the nation, wielding an arbitrary,
unchecked, irresponsible power, exercising the full force of his
dictatorship to develop the tremendous energy necessary in his
novel and peculiar strategy, monopolizing all free action to him-
self, and carrying counstraint through’ all the ramifications of the
social system. To consolidate the fabric of his empire he sur-
rounded his throne with subsidiary institutions, and provided for
the aggrandizement of his fannly, and his followers : his brothers
became kings, and Lis generals constituted a new nobility.  His
senius planned a colossal fabric and reared it in jts full propor-
tions, but its vastness was the very cause of its dewnfall. 1t oc-
castoned umbrage, jealousy, fear and hatred everywhere. France
was exhausted by over-cxertion to maintain it ; a universal re-
action rosc againstit, and it was overthrown. When Napoleon
appeared a sccond time on the scene, a panic spread thai he
would recounstruct his former power and overshadow the sover-
eigns once more. It was an 1dle fear, but it sufliced to rally
t hem again, to his final overthrow. 'L'hat the subsequent efforts
ro establish freedom i France have fLuled, for want of that per-
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feet and absolute Inperespencs of foreign influence, which we
alone enjoy, has already been sufliciently shown.

That Spain cannot unloose her fetters because IPrance has
rivotted them on her ; that Spain still endures those degrading
wistitutions which have obliterated her national virtues, because
she has been too much exhausied, impoverished, and  depressed
by long wars in which she has been involved by her neighbors,
te have the power of resistance left j—that Portugal, having re-
lapsed into helplessness, through the habit of loveign depend-
ance, is now writhing under excruciating tortures wflicted by
an usurper with the countenance of the legitimates, because her
military caste at home leaus for support on the wilitary anstoc-
racy of Europe, and her unarmed citizens have no means of de-
fence, 1s equally obvious alter what has becen saud.

That Northern lwaly caunot be {fice because of the nnmediate

pressure of Austria; that Naples cannot be free becuuse the

Holy Alliance commissions Austria to exunguish hey freedons ;
that ltaly, as ove great nation, with historical recollections to an-
imate her, such as belong to no other people, cannot be Inpes
rENDENT of these influcnces, and free in spite of these enensies,
with her eighteen millious of mhabitants of a magnificent coun-
try, speaking a conunon lauguagze, holding a conunon faith, their
true interests common, having the sea on three sides, and the Alps
for a northern barrier, because her separate states have no bond
of Union, aud from thetw mutual hatred can hardly liope to have,
while two deadly fuctions strugele for wastery i cach of those
states, is too evident to require further elucidation.

The German Fapire has tong been the mere shadow of a po-
litical body, possessed of no real strength either in poace or war.
Before it was dissolved n 1806 it contamed a congregation of
nomival princes without states, whose suppression has coustder-
ably meliorated the condition of Germany.  The confederation
now contains only thirty-eight members instead of several hun-
dred as beforc,  'L'his shows that some progress has been
made towards the great objeet for which Germany hes sighed
for centuries, unity and independence,” < It may be asserted,
tays @ German, that Usioy 15 at present more necessary for
Germany than Liberty ; at least, give her the former and the lat-
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ter will soon follow.””  With Union she ray “ rest from the
bloody conthicts m which for cemturies, Germans Lave slain
Germans, and which have wasted thewr wealth, checked their in-
dustry, impeded the development of publie Taw, and extinguish-
cd m thew lierature that inanliness, which is so strikiog a feat-
ture in that of a neighborimy nation  partly descended  from
them.”  Lymgm the centre of Furope, bordering on three seas,
with numerous large vivers, it should have been one ot the first
Commercral States ol the world ; hut its disorganization produc-
ed meessant imtestine wars, and what s no Jess to be lamemed,
a restrictive system, witl s ruioas cffects, which reduced it to
a subordinate runk wmong Connuercial nations : in short her -
bacile conlederation has made one of the most extensive couns-
tries i Suvope, one of the most impotent. Her thirty yeurs
war, to go back no turther, with the anechy aud chaos she las
presented ever stnce that awful tragedy, form the wost instrue-
tive study lor alf who would coolly  caleulate the value ol our
Uion.” Lo recapitulate all that would asist i the ealenfation
would occupy volmmes,  Lhe fact that Disunion paralvzes her
enercies, as it does those of Ttalv, and keeps buek thirty-four
millions of the noblest race ol mankimd infinitely behind then breth-
ren ol Fugland and of America, making their “anhappy (:ULﬁlll‘y
the theatre of foreign aggression, domestic cenvulaon, nud pohiti-
cal oppression,” is abundantly sufiicient, without pursuing the
subject into detals, for the parpeses of the present wrgtincnt.

The fate of Poland, and its causes, eivil discord and foreign -
terference, are too well known to be more than mentioned here,
The suflerings of Prussia during the general wary a small state
in the madst of great ones, torn by thewr contests, and  ¢rushed
by thelr collisions, would furmsh an umpressive warning, i vwe
had not already more striking mstances in lavger states. Austrii
19 Lize hammer with wiich Russta rivets the fetters ol Furope.
That these two powers could not exert a deadening influence on
the Tiberal spirit of the continent, nor exclude it from thehr own
dotimions, il the mihawy element did not enter fureely mto the
constitution ol their governnents, is too obvious for proof.

The situation of Great Britaim demands a more particular ex-
armination : but 1 have not ume to enter on it now., 1 will only



allude to the point that Lears direetly on the topic of this ad-
dress.  What makes reform dangerous though inevitable ? The
artificial system i which her entanglement in continental aftairs
has involved her.  Her debt carried to that amount that 1t can
hardly be mcereased, or endured, or reduced, for vast military
and naval establishments, for subsidizing the nations of the con-
tinent, for Pit’s system of eternal war azainst revolutionary
France. It was necessary that British anns and British gold
should win victories abroad to keep the power in the hands of
English tories at home.  The power has departed but the debt
remains.

The view we have just taken of the condition and recent his-
tory of the principal nations of the Old World, abundanuly con-
(irms the position we have advanced, that the Federal Union s
esscittial to our Independence, and that more than one substan-
tially independent nation could not exist within our present linits.
It establishes further that a real national b .ependence is essential
to liberty, and a comparative {reedom from such wars as are
carricd on by standing armies essential to any high degree of
fiberty. In the words of Washington, taken from that farewcll
address which cannot too often be quoted, the unity of govern-
ment which constitutes you one people i1s a main pillar in the
edifice of your real Independence, the support of your tranquillity
at home, your peace abroad ; of your safety ; of your prosperi-
ty ; of that very hberty which you so highly prize.

Should this unity of government from any cause be abandoned,
it is not o be inferred from these remarks that we should at once
be placed precisely in the sitaation of the nations of Kurope,
whose misfortunes we have been considering. 1 some respects,
our condition would be more cligible than theirs ; m others, quite
the reverse.  [roin many of the grievous plagues that infest
their social state we should be at the first outset exempted 5 hut
it would require the gift of prophecy to say how long we should
continue so. e have no anstoeracy, and should have none
all war had built up a military order of nobility.  We have no
debt, but all the sources of revenue that would be left available are
so exceedingly nupopular among us, that to mecet the heavy ex-
penditures that would be indispensable, debts would grow up like
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mushrooms, at enormous rates of iuterﬂsl, and to an amount not to
be foresecn ; if indeed the credit of the precarious governments
formed under such circumstances did not prove too weak to ob-
tain {unds on any terms, in which case the property of the coun-
try would he subjected to an operation more deplorable in ats
cffects than any debt; a system of confiscation and plunder,
such as has frequently followed violent revolutions in all
ages, and such as has olten been resorted to in the South Amer-
ican States.  But our people are animated with the love of hiber-
ty, 1t will be said, it is mterwoven with every ligament of their
hearts,” and thercfore they will never wear the yoke of a mili-
tary despotism.  "The Greeks loved liberty better than they lov-
ced hife, yet some Greek states were held in the most galling
bondage by others—there never was 2 tune when the principal
Greeian States did not lord it over the lesser. T'he Romans
loved hberty to such excess that they esteemed the assassination
of a personal friend a glorous action, when that erime was per-
petrated for the sake of liberty, yet Rome bowed beneath the
sway of the Cwesars,  An mextiguishable love of liberty burns
in the bosoms of the I'rench, yer the hiberty they so ardently
desire and seck, they canpnot obtain.  What warrant have we
that we shall love liberty with @ stronger, 2 more enduring, a
better omened passion, than the French, the Romans, or the
Greeks—what warrant, save our oue, sole, conservative prinei-
ple, our IPederal Unton - Agam, it may be said, we have no
such hordes of unprincipled and abanddned wretches as are 10
be met with  the corrupt cities ot the Old Warld ;3 we have
not the materiads ol which a mob 15 made, in the European ac-
ceptation of that term.  True, but war makes more rOLIICS
than peace can hang, and the incessant wars which must
rage between separate counmunities in our own territories would
multiply the class ma ratio beyond the power of calenla-
tion. The pressure of extreme poverty is vuknown among us,
the debasement ol extreme ignorance is comparatively rare, so
that there 15 not a populace, maddened by want and blind to
cousequences, rewdy to rush wherever o momientary impulse may
lead them : but let property become insccure by frequent con-
fiscations, and more lrequent bankrupteies, from political revolu-
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tions, so that the inducements to the accumulation of capital
shall be suddenly diminished, and tens of thousands who are
now living by honest industry will be thrown out of employment ;
those who continue to labor, from the great reduction of wages,
will fecl the hand of poverty hieavy upon them ; high raxes to
which we have hitherto been unaccustomed, will grind the mid-
dling interest into the dust, and a horizontal divisicn, here as
clsewhere, will distinguish society into pampered lords and pau-
perized peasantry.  Those who fecl no concern in the manage-
ment of the government, except the desire to throw off the
burthen that hears upon them, will cultivate but a small circle of
political ideas: those who are so hedged in in a state of misera-
ble destitution as to have no hope in life and no refuge but death
will waste but little time in acquiring a general education, which
to their view would serve no other purpose than to fit them to
(cel more keenly the depth of their degradation : extreme indi-
ccnce therefore would heget extreme ignorance.  The eircum-
stances in which we should be placed would therefore generate
a large and constantly increasing class fit to become siaves them-
selves, and to help to make slaves of others, quite as certainly as
they would produce ambitious and enterprizing spirits disposed
to make themsclves masters, and would furnish opportunities,
from ture to time, to plot and cxccule conspiracies against
hberty.

While therefore these peculiaritics of our social condition
would not confer upon us so decided a superiority as nnght at
first he supposed, there are some other particalars in which we
should be circumstinced much more unfavorably than most other
nations.  Our newly forrned conmunities would have no natural
bounduaries.,  Rivers are the worst possible lines of demarcation
between jealous neighbors, because each party will continually
interfere with the trade of the opposite bank.  Our ridges of
mountains do not pass where in all human probability the out-
lines of Independent Empires would first be drawn ; on the con-
trary they run through states, as at present constituted 5 and be-
sides, n the present state of internal commerce, with the rail
road and the locomotive engine, such mountains as ours are no
longer impassable barriers.  Without wnatural boundaries, the
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conventional hmits will he continually fluctuating. The most
fruitful source of warfare, an undefined territory and c:mﬂlét'ihg
claims to a debateable tract between rivals, will entail :mplaca-
ble hostility on the contiguous nations. Whoever has observed
how often the waters that surround her, have sheltered Great
Britain from invasion, how often the leennet,s and the Ocean
have protected Spain, how often the Mediterrancan and the
Alps bave shielded ltaly, how cffectually her mountains have
guarded Switzerland, how illfated PPoland has fallen a prey tothe
spoilers because her territory was one vast plain, how futile has
been the attempt to restrain France for any length of time,
where nature has not drawn the line, how impossible it has been
to fence in the Netherlands, even with a double barrier of strorig-
ly fortified towns, how Flanders, because it lay open on both
sides to the opposing powers, has been made again and again the
battle field of ISurope, till all its soil was fattened with the slain ;
in short, not to multiply instances, whoever has cast the most
casual glance over the history of Europe cannot underrate the
importance of this consideration, pregnant with momentous con-
‘sequences. Iiven the petty states of Greece had for the most
part natural fortifications stretched around them, an advantage of
which we should be almost entirely destitute. |
Another circumstance, most fortunate for the nation if we con-
tinue one people, most unfortunate if we should ever be consti-
tuted into many, is that we bave all one language, and with
slight shades of difterence, the same religion, manners, halms
and political principles. Nations having difterent languages, and
different trains of thought and modes of feeling on most great
subjecls of human interest, have little mutual action : they move
in different spheres, and there are but few points on which they
have occasion to interfere with each other. Discussing the same
topics in the same language, imagination can form no estlmate
of the fury with which political controversies would be carried on
in the disunited States of this Union. The inflammatory ha-
rangues of leading demagogues in one State would be circulated
and read through alt the rest; engendering antipathies and awak-
ening animosity and wrath not easily to be allayed. Crlmma-
tion and recrimination would proceed to intemperate Vttupemuon
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and corroding calumny, and these would be retorted back with
mingled scorn and defiance.  The appeal to arms in which such
collisions must incvitably end, from the simlarity of character be-
tween the partics, must partake of the nature of a civil war—[ell,
relentless, truculent, fiendlike ; which casts into shadow the un-
speakable calamities of ordinary warfare, by the direr horrors in
which Moloch revels when {raternal affection is converted into
fierce abborrence.

Not only have we no natural boundaries to divide our
physical force, and no difference of language, religion or general
character to supply moral distinctions which would favor separa-

—tiom; But we have no distinet interests which each scction . zht
cultivate without need of assistance or fear of interference from
the othiers.  The Agricultural products of the South {urnish the
medium through which our foreign commerce is carvied on.  If
no cotton, rice, or tobacco, were shipped from Southern ports,
our merchants could not draw billson England, nor could they
find any other adequate means to pay for their purchases.  To
declare war against the South and blockade her ports, would
therefore be an act of suicide on our part.  She, on the other
hand, is unfitted by the nature of her population and her pursuits
to carry on navigation advantageously : for the transportation of
her merchandize it is her interest to be indebted to us, and were
the Union dissolved, the Iimpire of the Ocean would remain with
us, so that she could not transport her surplus products but must
leave them to rot upon the soil.  To withdraw from the Union
would be, therefore, equally on her part an act of suicide.  The
harvests of the West, where soil which has lain untilled since the
creation returns a hundred fold to the cultivator, finds its way
to the markets of the world only through the Atiantic coasts, or
through the rivers that flow into the Gulf of Mexico.  Let the
West secede from the Union, and the Atlantic States forbid a
passage through their borders, while Louisiana, or a New Eng-
land fleet, sealed up the mouth of the Mississippi, and all the
crops of the noblest valley inhabited by civilized man must
perish where they grow.  "T'o renounce the beuncfit of the Fed-
eral Union would be destruction therefore to the West. I for-
bear to enlarge upon the necessity which New England feels of

-.i'f
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a wider market than her own for her manufactured articles; the
Middle States for their flour and grain ; the security against a
servile insurrection which the moral influence of the Federal
Union, with its preponderance of free white population, affords
to the slave holding states ; or the entive freedom from taxation,
the mumbicent bounties to education, the extensive and costly
works ol internal improvement, which the West owes to the
fostermg care of the genceral government; because 1 have not
tine to exhaust this fruitful subject. [ have enwmerated mu-
tual dependencies enough to show how deep and lasting injuries
we should have it in our power to inflict on cach other, and this
will enable us (o forin some idea of the intensity of that mutual
hate which the exacerbation of such mutual wrongs must needs
originate.

No balance of power could be established 10 preserve peace
between the several conlederations.  In Juurope, where changes
m the number and pursuits of the population of the different
countries take place gradually, and where they have passed
thirough the fiery furnace of those affiictions which we must an-
ticipate, and have learned that wisdom through suflering which
we could only hope to acquire in the same school—there, they
adjust the political equilibrium, so that it remains undisturbed for
a short period ; and when alterations i the state of any member
of the hody derange the system, diplomacy endeavors to accom-
modate a new apportiviment of power to the new state of things
which requives it.  IBut with us, where some communities would
he rapidly devcloping their resources, wiile others were-gtation-
ary, ov perbaps dechining, wiile the character and pursuits of the
people were changing cvery day, as the wilderness was convert-
ed into fertile ficlds, and the sparse into a dense population, no
such arrangement conld be any thing more than a temporary ex-
pedient.  Our states, watching cach other with a jealousy that

would never slumber, thewr interasts clashing with cach other
perpetually, and often in new particulars, our passions acted on
by the most prolilic press that ever existed, scattering envenomed
missiles of discord on the wings of ggge wind, and kindling the
flame of popular fury, now here, now there,—not a year would
pass away that did not change their relations to each other.
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Peace would seldom be more than a transient truce, and the
sword would be the only acknowledged arbiter in their innumer-
able collisions.

Nor must it be omitted that party spirit, the bane of com-
monwealths, would have freer scope and wider sway among us
than in the older countries, and would infest our narrower com-
munities with a more virulent contagion than bas ever infected
the united Republic. In most of the old countries it is but a
very small class that interests itself in the operations of govern-
ment. ‘'The mass are too ignorant and too degraded to concern
themselves with affairs so totally beyond their comprehension.
They know and feel the government only by the dead weight
with which it rests on them : under this they were born and have
lived all their days, and of course have become habituated and in
some measure reconciled to the pressure. They take no part in
pi}liticﬁl transactions, but remain an inert and passive substratum
over which the battles of the higher classes are fought out while
they themselves are as seldom moved as the deep sea. It
is not so with us.  Qur common schools qualify all our chil-
dren in the art of reading, while ten thousand newspapers carry
pohtncnl information to every man’s door. In our party agitations
therelore, it is the whole frame of society to its very basis that
heaves and tosses.  And if the fabric of the zovernment some-
times rocks, now, when party spirit 1s comparatively mild and
diffused over a continent, what ruinous convulsions must we not
exPect whenever parties are brought face to face, and pent up in
small states, to spend their unmitigated fury upon ecach other:
especnlly when we reflect that direct taxation, the species of
oppression to which: the people at large are ever most sensitive,
will fall with a crushing weight upon each fragment of the brok-
en Union the moment it is d:s:evexed Daties on imports could
no longer be collected on the sea board, because each scction
would underbid the others in its tariff, to entice away their com-
merce, and because smuggling over the frontiers could not be
prevented so that the vast revenue required to set on foot the
'necesqary armaments, to build, equip, and support the separate
navies, and to maintain, wnh proportionably higher salaries,
stronger governments, must all be raised by the hard, ungrateful
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process of direct taxation.  Discontent would excite rebellion
against the sectional governments ; cach party asit predominated
would decimate the front ranks of the other ; the minority would
league with the majority in the neigboring state, and invite an
mvasion to their assistance, and thus revolutions, civil wars, and
foreign wars would alternate and mingle their horrors.

Subserviency to foreign nattons i1s not the least of the evils
that would follow the rupture of the ties that bind us together.
A section which found itself endangered by the superiority of
another at home, would eagerly seek ¢ an apostate and unnatu-
ral connecction” abroad.  However humiliating the terms on
which their aid might be obtained, we should he driven to accept
whatever terts the nations of the Old World might offer us.
When our allies became belligerents, we must enlist in all their
quarrels. It would be their policy to foment by their intrigues
all our dissenstons m order to make us more dependent on them,
to prevent us from regaining any weight in the political balance,
and to take from us, and share among themselves, that large
portion of the Commerce of the World, which, while united un-
der a wise govermment, we shall always be able to retain.

As the bands of the National Government are strengthened
in proportion as the number of the States increases, cach State of
twenty-four having less power to resist the delegated authority
of the whole, than each state of the thirtcen had originally, and
as combinations among two or three states of filty, if that num-
ber shall ever be reached, will be much less dangerous to the
mtegrity of the Union than a combination of two or three of
the original thurteen would have been, we may infer that the
power of any new confederacy formed out of a part of our sister
states, would be less competent to hold together its members
than the present IFederal Union. The causes of disunion which
had operated in the whole system, would continue to act with a
centrifugal impulse in each of the parts ; and with increased vi-
olence, for who can doubt that the majority would tyrannize
over the muority with less restraint from generosity or consci-
entious scruples in cach of the states, if' they were cut asunder,
than it ever can under the government of the Union.  The history
of the Greek and of the Italian Republics shows that it would
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be so, for such is the nature of little communities with popular
governments. Common sense, applied to the case, shows that
it would be so. {or the struggles of parties would degenerate from
honorable contests involving general principles, into the base al-
tercations of personal raucor. Besides, the weight of taxation,
augmenting as it must, would be a fruitful source of discontent,
and they would have before them ihe example of a union, older
and more hallowed than theirs, successfully resisted and broken
up. The tendency to subdivision therefore would grow stronger
and stronger. Revolutions would spill the best blood in the land,
and sunder confederations as soon as they were formed : ephe-
meral governments would rise and disappear, till anarchy held
undisputed possession, and society was resolved into its original
constituents, unless some influence of an opposite nature arrests
this obvious tendency before the dowuward progress reaches this
ultimate hmit.

But there i1s another clement which must enter into the cal-
culation, whose mfluence is to counteract the tendency to per-
petual subdivision, and that clement is military force. 'The
great will devour the small.  The larger states will annihilate the
separate political existence of their lesser neighbors, and if these
lasi do not acquiesce in their unavoidable condition of inferiority,
the right of conquest will put into the hands of the ruling states
a rod of iron ; the inhabitants of the conquered territory must be
made sub-jacti—subjects—tinalls ; and the force their masters
must keep on foot to secure their servitude will enable the suc-
cessful soldiers who head their troops to make slaves of the citi-
zens of the invading states, and mvolve victors and vanquished
In one common doom.

This imperfect investization of the probable consequences of
disunion, brief as it has necessarily been, discloses sufficient cause
of alarm il indeed the Union has been put in jeopardy. The
Union lost, all 1s lost: the Union safe, all our prospects are
bright and cheering.  We are happy to perceive symptoms of
a growing conviction of this great truth in every quarter of the
country,

Though from the present sound and healthy state of public
opinion on this subject we cannot believe the Union to be in any
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immediate danger, yet we cannot but deeply regret the deplora-
ble fanaticism which has seized upon an unlortunate and mis-
guided sister state ;- South Carolina, distinguishied for the number
of ber clear headed and warm hearted statesmen and patrints, till
in an evil hour, the baneful theory of nullification took root in
her soil. It flourished rank, and grew up & moral Bohon Upas,
to blast and wither all within its atmosphere.  Its pestlential
boughs have overshadowed with their blighting influence the
prospeets of her noblest sons.  We mourn their aberrations from
the straightforward path of political duty, we pity thic hallucination
which has bewildered their strong but metaphysical intellects, yet
we must not the less condemn the heresy whicl threatens our
existence as a bation, our liberties as a people, and all the
blessings which we hold most dear.  Happily for us the voice
of condenmmation will preclude the necessity of raising the ery of
war.  Pablic opinicn will strangle in 1ts infancy the monster nul-
Lification, and thus, without the cruel alternauve of intestine hos-
tilities, we shall be delivered from the mmpending peril.  But
while we hesitate not to condemn their extravacance, let us com-
passionate and do all in our power to alieviate their distresses.  Let
us remember that partial and sectional legislation, while it is not
warranted by the letter of our Constitution, is inconsistent also
with the gentus of our institutions.  There can be no lasting
peace which 1s not based on justice ; but if any part of our reve-
nue system is calculated to produce an advamage for one set of
Interests or one section of country at the expense of another,

its operation is unjust towards those whom it injures ; and it must
not be wondered at if they are loud mn their complaints, and

sometines even push their opposition beyond the exact limits
which sober recason would preseribe.  Let us be first just, then
generous,  Liet us remove all their grievances, and then the
work of conciliation will be ecasy. Iiven if their wrongs have

been altogether 1maginary, which it requires no small share of
modest assurance to assert, even if we have the most perfect
right to protect certain interests, supposed to be peculiar to this

section of the country, at the cost of another scction, even then,

concession and compromise would be vastly, inexpressibly, pre-

ferable to obstinacy and consequent disunion and civil war. But
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we have no right, and can have none, {o legislate partially under
whatever pretext. Washington in that immortal legacy of the
political wisdom which his active life had been spent in accumu-
lating, the farewell address, every line of which ought to be in-
delibly engraved on the hearts of his fellow citizens, tells us that
it occurs to him as matter of serious concern that any ground
should be furmshed for characterizing partics by geographical
discruninations—Northern and Southern—Atiantic and West-
ern—and he bids us indignantly frown upon the first dawning of
every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the rest,
or to enfzeble the sacred ties which now link together the various
parts. If; rejecting this advice, we pressa course of policy which
tends strongly to alienate an Important portion of our country
from the rest, we not only jeopardize our own Union, ¢ the pal-
ladium of our political safety aud prosperity,’” but we put in
hazard all the blessings we enjoy under its shelter, and more
than-all we throw doubt and uncertainty over all the hopes of
future improvement which mankind in every quarter of the globe
may reasonably entertain.

The example of our free institutions in the full tide of success-
ful experiment does more to promote the progress of a rational
political system on the other side of the Atlantic than all the
speculations of philosophers who have reasoned, all the eloquence
of orators who have declaimed, all the exhortations of all the
authors who have written for the. people, since mind first began
to act on mind. Let them look at our firmly cemented Union,
whose value is beyond calculation, and see how the economny
and flexibility of local governments may be happily blended with
energy and strength of a general, central, controlling power.
Here is illustration! Hereis demonstration!  With this brilliant
spectacle before them, they need not doubt the possibility, nor
dispute about the manner, of accomplishing the great ends of

~ government, without the invading any desirable liberty of the
citizen. Let us not then suffer this hope of the world to sink
in despair—this beacon light of the tempest tost nations to be
quenched in blood—this guiding star, on which the pilgrims of
‘transatlantic liberty gaze with fond devotion, to go down in dark-

_ness.and eternal gloom.



| 4 st R '
, 9 § “

“Already intestine dissensions, to whosc relentless power all
the republics whose names are written in history bave fallen a
prey, has reared her horrid head among us.  Shall we lister to
the dictates of prejudice and passion? Shall we enter that ca-
reer of civil strife, wherein, like the broad road that leads to the
pit of woe, there are no steps backward 2 Has Mammon such
undisputed Empire in our souls, that, for a miserable percentage
on our corporation stacks, we would roll the torrent of t desola-
ting warfare over a ‘arge scction of our native land, and cling to
our dividends with the grasp of a dying wmiser though they must
be coined out of the blood of our Southern brethren? 1 so—then

Discords spirit rankling Gr hes prey,

With Ate at her side, come hot from hell,
Shall in our conlines, with a demon’s voice,
Cry havoe, and let slip the dogs of war.

But it cannot be.  Our guarantee is in the intelligence of the
American people.  The intelligence of the people is the origin-
al cause—the operating instrument—the suwre palladiom of
American union and liberty.  We have read the annals of those
who have gone before us.  We know how they tempted their
destiny till it overwhelmed them. listory has given us a faith-
ful chart, and we know where are the rocks and quicksands and
where we must shun destruction.  With our eyes open we shall
not follow the downward path in which all the clder Republics
have preceded us to ruin.  If the common welfare demands any
sacrifices from New England, certain 1t is New England will
never be backward to make thens,  Ier ready acquiescence in
the fate arrangement of difficulties, because it was better than
none, although not altogether satisfuctory to any party, i1s a
pledge of her future good conduct.  In fidelity to the Union, she
1s true to the core, and for no subordinate interest will she suffer
it to be endangered.  Tur Freneran UsNioNy must Bi PRE-
SERVED, AND witl, BE.  Under jts protection may we realize
the dying wisa of the patriotic patriarch of liberty—INDEPEN-
DENCE FOREVER.

These speculations 1 have addrrssed to you, gentlemen, not
because I suppose them to be of tiai popular and spirit stirring
character, belonging to certamn othier topics which nnght have

7
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been selected for this-occasion, but because it is-necessary, at
the ‘present time, that every ‘good citizen should understand the
true interests .of his country, and realize their value: more es-
pecially the working men of the Republic, who are in truth the
bone, muscle, and sinew ‘of the nation. With them is deposited
the physical foree in every country: in our highly favored land a
superior education endows them with a corresponding moral-
force. You do well then, gentlemen, to cultivate intelligence—to
make it a prominent object of your association. Knowledge is
not only power—knowledge is also safety. It is the stability of
our times—our trust and stay amid the dangers that thicken
around us. Foster then your intellectual faculties ; treasure up
useful information.  So doing, you will qualify yourselves to dis-
charge the duties of good citizens : you will enable yourselves to
judge fairly of public men, and public measures : you will in-
crease-~vastly increase-—your share of influence in the body
politic, and you will {cel more and more sure that you are ex-
erting that mfluence m the right dircction.
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"The following hymn, cumposed for the occasion, was sung as
a part of the services, to “the tune of Old Hundred :

1.et grateful nations. join to raise

T'o ¥reedom's God. a song of praise ;
His red right arm our fathers led,
Before his frown appression fled.

Rouse all your prawers, the strain prolong,
Land untoland r epeat the song ;

And Ocean’s ve jce, with solemn roar,
Swell the loud «:horus to the shore.

‘When foreign foes our rights invade,
This God vou.chsafes his mighty aid ;
And till the victory is won,
Inspires the loreast of Washington.

When hideous anarchy of late,
Destruction. threatened to our state,
Ilis favor for our quick relief,
Raised up another matchless chief.

The chief his Providence elects,

His wisd.om guides his care protects,
Internal, discord’s cry is hushed,

And faction’s hydra heads are crush’d.

Our States to their remotest bound,
With peace and happiness are crowned :
No civil strife unsheathes the sword,
But Union reigns and love’s restored.

Then frecemen lift your anthems high,
¥From every clime bencath the sky :
In tones as thunder loud proclaim,
Glory to his Almighty name.



