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An ORATION, &c.

Friends and Fellow Citizsens,

W MPRESSED with the deepeft fenfe of my infufficiency, I
rife to addrefs you with peculiar diffidence. 'When I con-
~A. fider the knowledge and ¢loquence neceffary to difplay the
| ?!orious profpects which Independence opens to this continent,
am ftung with a degree of fzlf-reproach for undertaking the
important tafk. But your known attachment to the caufe of
America encouiages me to hope, that you will receive with
indulgence, a well intended exertion to promote her welfare ;
and emboldens me to caft myfelf on that candour, which looks
with kindnefs on the feebleft efforts of an honeft mind.

We are now celebrating the anniverfary of our emancipation
from Dritifh tyranny ; an event that will conflitute an illu-
ftrious zera in the hiflory of the world, and which promifes an
extenfion of all thofe bleflings to our country, for which we
would choefe to live, or dare to die,

Our prefent form of government is every way preferable to
the royal one we have lately renounced. It is much more fa-
vourable to purity of morals, and better ciculated to pro-
mote all our important interefts,  Honelty, plain-dealinfg, a':d
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fimple manners,” were never made the patterns of courtly be-
haviour. Artificial manners always prevail in kingly goverh-
ments ; and royal courts are refervoirs, from whence infinceti-
ty, hypocrify, diffimulation, pride, luxury, and extravagance,
deluge and overwhelm the body of the people, On the other
hand, republicks are favourable to truth, fincerity, frugality,
induftry, and fimplicity of manners. Equality, the life_and
foul of Commonwealth, cuts off all pretenfions to preferment,
but thofe which arife from cxtraordinary merit: Whereas in
royal governments, he that can beft pleafe his fuperiors, by
the low arts of fawning and adulation, is moft likely to ob-
tain {avour. :

It was the iatereft of Great-Britain ta encourage our diffipa-
tion and extravagance, for the two-fold purpofe of increafing
the fale o ber manufaflures, and of perpetuating cur fubordination.
In vain we {ought to check the growth of luxury, by fumptuary
laws; every wholefome reftraint of this kind was fure to meet
with the royal ncgative : While the whole force of-example was
cmployed to induce us to copy the diffipated manners of ths
country from which we fprung. !f therefore, we had conti-
nued dependent, our frugality, induftry, and fimplicity-of man-
ners, would have been loft in an imitation of Britith extrava-
gance, idlenefs, and falle refinements.

How much more happy is our prefent fituation, when necef-
{ity co-operating with the love of our country, compels us to
zdopt both publick and private ceconomy ? Many are now in-
cuftrioufly clothing themfelves and their families in fober
Lomefpun, who, had we remained dependent, would have been
{pending their time in idlencfs, and ftrutting in the coftly robes
of Britifh gaiety.

THE arts and fciences, which languifl:ed under the low prof-
puéts of fubjeélion, will now raife their drooping heads, and
ipread far and wide, till they have reached the remotett parts
of this untutered continent. It is the happinefs of our prefent
conftitution, that all ofires liz op2n to men of merit, of what-

ever
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ever rank or condition ; and that even the reins of {tate may be
held by the fon of the pooreft man, if potiefled of abilities equal
ro the important ftation. -We are no more to lock up for the
bleflings of government to hungry courtiers, or the needy de-
pendents of Britith nobility ; but muit educate our own children
for thefe exalted purpofes. When fubjeéts, we had fcarce any
other thare in government, but to obey the arbitrary mandates
of a Britith Parliament : But Honour with her ¢ .zzling pomp,
Interelt with her golden lure, and Patriotifm with her heart-fele

fatistaltion, jointly call upon us row to qualify ourfelves and

pofterity for the bench, the army, the navy, the learned pro-

feflions, and all the departments of civil government. The

independence of our country holds forth fuch generous encou-

ragemeant to youth, as cannot fail of making many of them

defpife the fyren calls of luxury and mirth, and purfue hea-

venborn wifdom with unwearied application. A few years

will now produce a much greater number of men of learn-

ing and abilities, than we could have expefled for ages in

our boyith ftate of minority, guided by the leading ftrings of a

parent country.

How trifling the objetts of deliberation that came before our
former legiflative aflemblies, compared with the great and im-
portant matters, on which they muft now decide ! 1 hey mighe
then, with the leave of the King, his governours and councils,
make laws about ycking hogs, Oranding cattle, or marking rice,
but they are now called upon to determine on peace and war,
treaties and negociations with foreign ftates, and other fubjeéts
interefting to the peace, liberty, fovereignty, and independence
of a wide extended empire. No wonder, that fo little atten--
tion has been paid to learning ; for ignorance was better than
knowledge, while our abject and humiliating conditinn fo effec-
tually tended to cruth the exertions of the human mind, and to
extinguith a generous arcor for literary pre-eminence.

The times in which we live, and the governments we have
lately adopted, ail confpire to fan the fparks of genius in every
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Treaft, and kindle (hemy into Rarse. Wlhen like children, we
vweie under the guarsianthin of a furaign power, our Lmite |
ctiention was raturaily engrofled Ly agriculture, or diredi~d
tn the low purfuit ot wealth.  In tius ftate, the powers of the
o', benumbed wit®. eaf: and indolence, furk usinto floth and
e!leminacy. Hardfhips, dangers, and proper opportunitie s, give
fcope to altive virtues, and rouie the mind to fweh vigorous
exeriions, as cemmand the admuraticn of an applauding worid.
I-ome, when the filled s.e earth with the terror of ker arms,
fometimes called her genesals from the plough : In like man-
ner, the great want of proper perfons to fill high ftations, has
drawn from oblcuiity many illutliiovs chara@ers, which will
dazzle the v orld with the f lendor et their names.  The ne-
ceflities of ':r ccuntry require ti:e utm-ft exertions of all our
powers; frin vwhkichh vigorous united efforts, much more im-
provement of the humsa mird is to be expe&ted, than if we had
recained in a torpid ftate of dependence.

Eloquence is the child of a tree ftate. In this form of go-
vernment, as pubiick mealures are determined by a majority
of votes, arguments cnforced by the arts of perfuafion, muft
evermore oe crowned with fuccefs : 1he rifing patriot, there-
forz, who withes the happinefs of his country, will cultivate
the art of publick ipeaking. In royal governments, where the
will of one or a few has the diretion of pu!lick meafures, tihe
orator may harangue, but moft probabiy will reap profecution
and imprifonment, as the fruit of his labour: Whereas, in our
prefent happy fyite'n, the poorelt fchool-boy may profecute his
ftudies with increafing ardeur, from the profpe&t, that in a few
years he may, by his improved abilities, diret the determina-
tions of publick bgdies, on fubjefts ¢f the moft ftupendous
confequence.

Thus might I go through the whole citcle of the arts and
fciences, and fhew, that while we remained Britith fubjeéls,
cramped and reftrzined by the limited views of dependence,
cach oneof them would dwindle and decay, compared with the

perfcction
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perzfiion &l oty in which they will Licamard foundh, un.
der tae enliveneg run une of Freedom aad Ind peadence.

I appead to theexperience of ail, whether they do not feel an
elevaiion of foul growing wut of the emancipation of their coun.
trv, while they recollect that they are no longer fubject to law-
lels will, but poifels the powers ot lelf-goverament, and are call.-
ed upon to bear an altive pait in fupporting and perpetuating
thefovereignty of tae United States ; and in organiling them in
fuch a manner, as will produce the greateit portion of pelitical
happinefs to the prefent and future generations, In this eleva-
tion of foul, confifts true genius; which is cramped by kingly
goveroment, and can only flourifh in fiee ftates.

The attention of thoufands is now called forth from their or-
dinary employments to {ub eéts connected with the fovereignty
and happinefs of a great continent. As no on¢ can tell to what
extent, the human mind may ve cultivated ; {o no ene can forc-
fec what great cvents may be broughtinto exiftence, by the ex-
eitions ot fo many minds expanded by clofe attentiun to {ub-
jects of {uch vaft importas.ce.

‘[ he Royal Socierty was founded immediately after the termi-
nation of the civil wars in ¥ngland. Inlike manner, may we not
hope, as foon as this conteft 1s ended, that the exalted fpirits of
our politicians and warriors will engage in the enlargement of
publick happinefs, by cultivating the aris of peace, and pro-
moting ufeful knowledge, with an ardcr equal ¢o that which firft
roufed them to bleed in the caufe of liberty and their country ?
Their genius fharoened by their prefent glorious exertions, will
natarally feek for a continuance of fuitable employment. Ha-
ving, with well tried fwords and prudent countels, fecared li-
berty and independence tor themfelves and pofterity, their great
fou’s will fteop to nothing lefs than concerting wife fchemes ot
civil polity and happinefs—inftru&ting the world in ufefu!
arts—and extending the empire of fcience. I forefee focicties
formed of our heroes and ftatefmen, releafed from their prefent
cares; fome of which will teach mankind to plough, fow, plant,
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build, and improve the rough face of Nature ; while others cri.
tically examine the various productions of the animal, vege-
table and mineral kingdoms, and teach their countrymen to
* look through Nature up to Nature’s God.” Little has been
hitherto done towards compleating the natural hiftory of Ame-
r.ca, or for the improvement of agriculture, and the pe: ~=ful
arts of civil lite; but who wiil be furprifed at this, who confi-
ders, that during the long paft night of 10 years, cur minds
were deprefled, and our aciivity benumbed by the low prof-
peéts of fubjection ? Future diligence will convince the candid
world, that pat inattention was the effect of our dependent form

of governmenr,
kvery circumftance concurs to make it probable, that the
arts and fcien~es wiil be gultivated, extended, and improved,
in Independent sAimerica. They require a frefh foil, and al-
ways flourifh moft in new countries. A large volume of the
Bouk of INature, yer unread, is open Fefore us, and invites our
attentive perufal.  Many ufeful pi.ats, unknown to the moit
induftrivus botani?, wafte their virtues in our defert air. Va-
rious parts of our country, hitherto untrod by the foot of any
chymift, abound with different minerals. We ftand on the
fhoulders of our predeceflos, with refpect to the arts that de-
rend on experiment and obfervaiion.  The face of our coun-
try, interfected by rivers, or covered by woods and {wamps,
gives ample fcope for the improvement of mechanicks, mathe-
mazicis, and natural philofophy.  Our free governments are
the proper nurferies of rhetorick, criticifin, and the arts which
are founded on the philofophy of the human mind. In monar-
chies, an extreme dewree of politenefs difguiies the fimplicity of
nature, and  fets the looks at variance wirh the thoughts ;"
in republicks, mankind appear as they really are, without any
falfe colouring : In thefe governments, tlieretore, attentive ob-
fervers have an opportunity of knowing all the avenues to the
heart, and of thoroughly undetftanding human nature, The
great inferiority of the moderns to the ancients in fine writing,
13
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is to be referred to this veil caft over mankind, by che artificial
refinements of modern monarchies. From the operation of
fimilar caufes it is hoped, that the free governments of Ameri-
ca will produce poets, orators, criticks, and hiftorians, equal
to the moft celebrated of the ancient commonwealths of Greece
and Italy,

Large empires are lefs favourable to true philofophy, than
fmall, independent ftates. The authority of a great author is
apt, in the former cafe, to extinguith a fiee enquiry, and to
give currency to falfhond unexamined. 1 he doétrines of Con-
fucius were believed all over China, and the philofophy of
Defcartes, in France : But neighbouring nations examining
them without partiality or prepoffeflion, exploded them both.
For the fame reafon, our feparate ftates, jealous of the literary
reputation of each other, and uninflueaced by any partial bias,
willcritically pry into the merit of every new opinion and fy{tem;
and nought but truth will ftand the teft, and finally prevail.

In monarchies, favour is the fource of preferinent; but,
in our new forms of government, no one can command the
fuffrages of the people, unlefs by his fupeior merit and
capacity.

The weight of each ftate in the continental fcale, will ever
be proportioned so the abilities of its reprefentatives in Congrefs
Flence, an emulati n will take place, each contending with the
other, which fhall produce the mioft accomphfhed ftatefmen.
I'rom the joint influence of all thefe combined caufes, it may
flrongly be prefuned, that literature wiil fourith in Amecrica ;
and, that our Independence will be an illuftrious epocha, re-
markable for the fpreading and improvement ot {cience.

A zeal for promoting learning, unknown in the days of
our fubjetion, has aireaay begun to overfpread thefe United
Statcs.  In the laft fellion of our Affembly, three focitties were
incorporated for the laudable purpofe of erefling fenunaries of
cducation.  Nor is the noble Ipint confined to us alone : Lven

new,
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now, amidit the tumults of war, literary inftitutions are form-
ing all over the continent, which muft light up fuch a blaze of
koowledge, as cannot fail to burn, and catch, and fpread, un-
t:} it has finally illuminated, with the rays of fcience, the moft
diftast retreats of ignorance and barbarity. |
OL'K change of fovernment fmiles upon our commerce with
an afpet peculiarly bepign and favourable. In a few years,
we may expect to fee the colours of France, Spain, Holland,
Pruflia, Portugal, and thofe of every other maritime power,
waving on our coafts ; whillt Americans unfurl the Thirteen
Stripes in the remoteft harbours of the werld. Qur different
climates and foils produce a great variety of ufeful commodi-
ties. The fea wathes our coaft along an extenfive traét of two
rhoufand miles ; and no countty abounds in a greater plenty of
the materials for fhip-building, or has a better profpect of a re--
fpectable navy., Our ftately oaks, the greater part of which
would probably have withercd in their native fpots, had we re-
mained fubjects, will now be converted into thips of war, to
ride triomphant on the ocean, and ¢y carry American thunder
around the world. Whale forefts will be transformed inte ve/-
fels of commerce, enriching this independent continent with the
produce of every clime and every foil. The wealth of Lurope,
Afia, and Africa, will low in upon America: Qur trade willne
longer be confined by the felfith regulations of an avaritious ftep-
dame, but follow wherever Intereft leads the way. Our great
objet, as atrading people, thould be to procure the belt prices
for our commodities, and foreign articles ar the moft reafunable
rates : But all this was cruelly reverfed by Acts of the Britifh
Parliament regulating our trade in a fubferviency to their own
emolument ; our intereft being entirely out of the queftion. It
requires but a moment’s recollection to convince us, that as we
mow havea free trade with all the world, we fhall obtain a more
generous price for our produce, and foreign goods on caficr
terms, than we ever could, while we were fubjeét to a Britifh
monopoly
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monopoly®,  The beafted A& of Navigation was not intend -
ed for our advantage, nor for the advantage of the whole Em-
pire ; bat was a glaring monument of the all-grafping nature
of uniimited power.  To enumerate all the ungenerous reftric-

B tions

_* That Britifh merchants gave us a low price for our commoditiss, appears
irom this fingle confideration—they made money by exporting them from
England.. .If they found it profitable to export tobaceo, rice, indigo, &c.
fropn Britain, it muft be in confequence of their allowiag the American co-
lonifts lefs for thofe articles, than they would have brought in European mar-
kets. Inthis manner, much of our produce was fold to the confumers, loaded
with double freight, infurance, and commiflions, over and above the additional
expence of ualoading and reloading in Great:Britain, ‘Thz indiftrious Ame-
rican planter received no more for his produce than the pittance the Britifl
raerchant, after referving his own profit, was pleafsd to allow on the fale
thereof, brought to market charged with tlris unneceffary expence. The
ciftanc from America to thofe places of Europe which confumed our ftaples,
is generally lefs than to the Britith ports. From all which premifes, it ap-
p:ars undeniably evident, that American commadities, carried direétly to the
countries where they are confumed, will produce mach more clear profit to
the planter, than when they arrived thare by the circuitous way of Great-
Britain,

The fame reafoning holds good with refpect to many articles imported from
England, which were not of its own growth or manufacture; for they would
comz much clieaper from the countrics where they were made, than they ever
could, while we were obliged to reccive them through the hands of Britifh
merehants, loaded with double freight, infurance, commiffions, and fome-
times with dutiss. If incereft had not filenced the voice of jultice, Great-
Britain, while fhe obliged us to buy at her market, would have confidered her-
f<If a5 bound to fupply our wants as cheap, a3 they could be fupplied elfewhere :
But iaftead of this, fhe net only fixed exorbitant prices on articles of her own
produétion, but refufed us the literty of buying from foreigners thofe articles
\thich her own markets did not afford, and had alfo begun the fatal policy of
fuper-adding additional duties. What a fcene of opprefon does this open to
us ? A great part of the price for which our commodities fold in Europe,
was lodged in Britifh coffers ; and we were obliged to buy mauufactures of her
producicn, at prices of her own fixing, and were reltrained trom buying even
thof: articles which fhe ceuld not raife, where they could be got cheapeft :
Befides, as we durft not buy from any others, they had it in their power to fxx
any advance ou the firft colt that their avarice prefcribed, and our neceflitics

would Permit.
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tions impofed by the Britith Government on American tom.
merce, would be an outrage on patience. ‘Time only will un-
fold the whole of this myltery of iniquity. A few years expes
rience will thew fuch an amazing difference -between the fetter-
ed trade of the Britifh Colonies, and the exten five commerce
of the Free, Independent States of America, as will caufe us to
ftand amazed, that we fo long and fo patiently fubmitted to fo
many and fuch cruel reftritions. Inone word, fo long as we
remained dependent, the commerce of this great continent
would have been facrificed to the intereft of a ielfilh European
ifland.

Carolina had particular reafon to with for the free trade of
Independence +. The whole ifland of Great-Britain did not
annually conlume more than 5000 barrels of her ftaple com-
modity, rice ; and yet, it was an enumerated article. ‘The
charge on unloading, reloading, and fhifting every cafk, ow-
ing to this enumeration, was immenfe ; though it ferved no
other purpofe, but to procure jobs for Britith coopers and wharf-
ingers. So little regard was had to our intereft, while depend-
ent, that this cnumeration was obtained by the inftigation of a
Captain Cole : Several veflels coming from England before
him, and purchaling rice for Portugal, prevenied the aforefaid
captain of a loading ; hereturned, and ir. refentment faid, car-
rying rice to Portugal was a prejudice to the trade of England :
And on this fingle inftanee, fo ill founded and fupported, rice
became an enumerated article §, How could our irade flouri I,
or our produge bring its full value, while reftricted by a Legif-

¥ The Tobacco Colonies were alfo great lofers by the Britith monopoly of
trad=. The duties on their ftaple, amounted to more than half the firft coft.
"Tabacco exported from Britain, fold in European markets for more than dou-
ble the fum the Ametican planter received for it.—If it fhould become a cu-
flom in the United States, to celebrate the snniverfary of Independence with
an annual oration, itis hoped that fome citizen of Virginia or Maryland, wiill
place the felfith reftrictions on the exportation of this valuable eommodity, in
& proper light. ‘ ,
§ Gee on Trade, page 21.
lature
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lature fo regardlefs of ouriatereft, that a petty captain, to fe~
cure himfelt a cargs, could prevent our flaple from being fent-
direétly to a foreign market ? ' |

Unisn with“Great-Britain confined us tothe confumpticn of
her manufaltures, and reftrained us from fupplying our wants
by the improvement of thofe articles, which the bounty of Hea-
ven had beftowed on our country.. So.numerous were the in-
habitants of fome provinces, that they could not all find em-
ployment in cultivating the earth; and yet a fingle hat,
manufaétured in one colony, and exported for fale to another,
torfeitsd both veflel and cargo. The fame penalties.were inflict-
ed for tranfporting wool from one to another. # ts.of Parlia-
ment have heen made to prohibit the erection. of flitting mills
in-America. ‘3 hus did Britith tyranny exert her power, to make
us 2 needy and dependent people, obliged tp go to her market,
andto buy at her prices ; and all this-at a4 time when, by her
exclufive trade, the fixed her own prices.on our commodities.

How widely different is our prefent fituation ? The glorious.
Fourth of July, MDCCLXXVI. repealed all thefe cruel re-
ftrictions, and holds forth generous prices, and publick premi-
ums, for our encouragement in the erettion of all kinds ¢f
manufactures.

We are the firft people in the world, who have had it in
their . power to choofe their own form.of government. Contti-
tutions were forced on all other nations, b the will of: theit
conquerors ; or, they were formed by accident, caprice, or the
over-bearing influence ot prevailing parties or particular per-
fons: But, happily for vs, the bands of Britith government were
diffolved at a time when norank above that of Freemen exifted
among us, and when we were in a capacity to choofe for our-.
felves amang the various forms of goverament, and to adops
that which beft fuited vur country and people. Qur delibera-
tions or. this occafion, were not directed by the over-grown au-
thority of a conquering General, or the ambition of an aipiring
Nobility, but by the Pole-Star of Publick Goad, inducing us

B 2 ' to
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to prefer thofe forms that would moft effetually fecure the
greateft portion of political happinefs to the greateft number of
people. We bad the example of all ages for our inftru@ion,
and many among us were well acquainted with the caules of
1 rofperi'y and mifery in other governments.

In times of publick tranquillity, the mighty have been too
apt to encroach on the rights of the many : But it is the great
happinels of America, tnat her independent conftitutions were
agreed upon by common confent, at a time when her leading
men needed the utn-oft fupport of the multitude, and therefore
could have no other obje& in view, but the formation of fuch
conftitutions as would beft {uit the people at large, and unite
thein mofl heartily in repelling commeon dangers.

As the ftrength of a people confifts in their numbers, our fe-
parate ! tates, {cnfible of their weaknefs, were actually excited
by felf-intercft to form fuch free governments, as would encou-
1age the greateft influx of inhabitants. Jn this tnamner, an
emulation has virtually taken place in all the ‘1 hirteen States,
each contending with the others, who thould form the freeft con-
ftitution. Thus Independence has been the fruitful parent of
governments formed on equal principles, more favoursble to
the liberty and happinefs of the soverned, then any that have
yet been recorded in the annals ot hiftory.

While we were dependent on Britain, our freedom was out
of the queftion; for vhat is a free ftate, but one that is go-
verned by its own will 7 What fhadow of liberty then could
we poflefs, when the fingle NO of a King, 3000 miles diftant,
was {ufficient to repeal any of our laws, however ufefuland fa-
lutary ; and when we were to be bound in all cafes whatfcever
Ly men, in whofe eleion we had no vote, who had an intereft
vppofed to ours, and cver whom we had no controul? ‘i he
" wit of man could not poffibly devife any mcde, that would
unite the freedom of Anmerica with Britain’s claim of unlimited
fupremacy. We were theretore reduced to the alternative of
Liberty and Independer.ce, or $lavery and Unicn, We wigcly

‘ chole
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chofe to cut the Gordian knot, which tied old Britain to the
new, and to affume our independent ftation among the empires
of the world. Briain, had fhe honeftly intended it, wasinca-
pable of gouverning us for the great purpo’es of government.
Uur g .at iftance, and other local circumiftances, made it im-
poflible for her to be fufficiently acquainted with our fitvation
and warts : But, admitting it was in her powcr, we had no re1-
fon to expett that fhe would hold the reins of government t.,

any other end but her own advantage. Human Nature is too
felfith, too ambitious, for us to expect, that one country will
govern another, for any but interetted purpefess To obrain
the falutary ends of government, we mofl blend the interells
of the peopie and their rulers; or elfe, the former will infai-
libly be facrificed to the latter. Hence, the abfurdity of our ex-
pecting fecurit’y, liberty. and fafety, while we'were fubjeéts of
a State a thoufand leaguss Jiftant. L

Connection with Britain involved us in all her quarrels ; and
fuch is the fluctuating ftate of her politicks, that we could nct
long expeét a politicai calm. !n vain did the Atlantick ocean
interpofe ; for, by our wnpatural union, we were necellarily
dragged into every war, which her pride or ambition might
occafion. Befides, as fhe confidered the Colonies as her proper-
ty, what was to hinder her from ceding any or all ot them
to the different European States. ‘I hus, while we had no in.
dependent government of our own, we might have been the
fport of various contending, powers, and tolled abour, like a
foot-ball, from one to the other. '

Our Independence will naturally tend to fill our country with
inhabitants. Where life, liberty, and property, are well fe-
cured, and where land is eafily and cheaply obtained, the na-
tural increafe of people will much exceed zll kuropean calcu-
lations. Add to this, the inhabitants of the Cld World
becoming acquainted with our excellent forms of government,
will emigrate by thoufands. In their native lands, the hard-
earned fruits of uninterrupted labour, are fcarcely equal to a

- B3 fcanty




[ 14 ]

fcanty fupply cf their natural wants; and this pittance is held
on a very precarious tenure: While our foil may be cheaply
purchafed, and will abundantly repay the toil of the hufband-
man, whofe property no rapacious landlord dare invade. Hap-
py America! whofe extent of territory weftward, is {vfficient
to accommodate with land, thoufands and millions of the vir-
tuous peafants, who now groan beneath tyranny and oppreffion.
in three quarters of the globe. Who would remain in Europe,
2 dependent on the will of an imperious landlord, when a few
‘years induftry can make him an independent American free-
holder ? |

Such will be the fruits of our glorious revolution, that in
a little time, gay fields adorned with the yellow robes o: ripen-
ing harveft, will fmile in the remoteft depths of our weitern
frontiers, where impaffable toreffs now frown over the unculti-
vated earth. The face of our interior country will be changed
from a barren wildernefs, into the hofpitable abodes of peace
and plenty. Cities too will rife majeftick to the view, on thofe
very fpots which are now hcwled over by favage beafts and more
favage men. . '

The population.of this country has been herctofore very rae
pid ; but it is worthy of obfervation, that this has varied more
or lefs, in proportion to the degrees of liberty that were granted
to the different provinces, by their refpetive charters. Pennt) -
vania and New-Eagland, though inferior in foil, being bleft or-
gina!ly with the moft free forms of government, have outfhipped
others in the relative increafe of their inhabitants. Hence I in-
fer, that as we are all now completely free and independent, we
fhall populate much fafter than we ever have done, or ever
would, while we were controuled by the jealous policy of an in-
fignificant ifland.

We poflefs thoufands and millions of acres, which we may
fell out to new fettlers, on terms very eafy to them, and yet
fufficient to defray the whole expence of the prefent war,
When the quit-rente, formerly paid to the King, fhall be ap-

' | propriated
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propriated to the benefit of the Independent States, they will
fill our treafuties to fo great a degree, that foreign nations,
knowing that we abound in the finews of .war, will be atraid to
provoke us. In a few years, when our finances are properly
arranged, the ftoppage ot thofe fums which were formerly
drained from us, to fupport the pride and extravagance of the
Britith King, will be an ample jrovifion, without taxes, for de-
fraying the expence of our independent governments,

It is difficult to compute the number of advantages arifing
from our prefent glorious ftruggle ; harder {till, perhaps im-
pofiible, precifely to afcertain their extent. It has attracted the
attention of all Europe tc the nature of civil liberty, and the
rights of the people. Our conftitutions, pregnant with the
feeds of liberty and happinefs, have been tranflated into a va-
riety of languages, and fpread far and wide. Who can tell
what great events, now concealed in the womb of time, may
be brought into exiftence by the nations of the Old World
emulating our fuccefsful effores in the caufe of liberty ? The
thrones of tyranny and defpotifm will totter, when the'r fub-
je&ts fhall learn and know, by ovrexample, that the happine(s
of the people is the end and objeét of all government. The
woudering World has beheld the fmiles of Hecaven on the nu-
merous fons of America refolving to die or be free: Perhaps
this noble example, like a wide-fpreading coaflagration, may
catch from breaft to breaft, and extend from nation to nation,
till tyranny and oppreffion are utterly extirpated from the face
of the carth}. The

1 Britain will eventually lofe lefs by our Independence, than is commenly
fuppofed. 'The King and Miniftry may be cured of their luft of domination,
and will be deprived of influence and the meaas of corruption. While fhe had
a monopoly of our trade, it encouraged idlenefs and extravagance in her ma-
nufa&arers ; becaufle they were fure of a market for their goods, though dear
andill made : But, a3 Independence will beftow our commerce on thofe who
moft deferve it, this will be the mears of introducing feugality and indultry
among her labouring poor, Our population will be fo muci the more rapid for

our free governments, that, in my humble opinion, that part of oar t;;g;.
oW
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- The tyraits and landlords of the Cld Werld, who hold 3
great pare of their fellow men in bondage becaufe of their de-
-pendence for land, will be obliged to relax of their arbitrary
treatmenr, when they find that America is an afylum for free-
mén frem all quarters of the glebe, ‘They will be cautious of
adding to the oppreilions of their poor fubje@s and tenan:s, lcil
they {hould force them to abandon their country for the enjoy -
ment of the fweets of American Liberty. In this view of the
matter, I am co..fideat that rhe caufe of America is the caufe of
‘Huaman Nature, and that it will extend its influence to thoy-
fands who will never fee it, and procure them a mitigation of
the cruckies and oppreflions impofed by their arbiirary
tafk-mafters.

If fuch be the glorious confequences ¢f Independence, who
can be {o loft to every generous fentiment, as to with to return
uader royal domination ! Who would not rather count it an
honour t» ftand among the foremoft, in doing and fuffering i
a cauie o intimately conneéted with the happinefs of Human
Nature ? Away with all the pecvifh complaints of the hardnels
of che times, and the weight of the taxes. The prize for which
we contend, would be cheaply purchafed with double the ex-
pence of blood, treafure, and difficulty, it will ever coft us.

Our independent conftitutions, formed on the jufteft p:in-
ciples, promile fair to give the moft perfect protection to lite,
liberty, and property, equally to the poor and therich.  Asat
the conflagration of Corinth, the various meltea metals running
together, tormed a new one, called Corinthian Brafs, which was
{uperior to anv of its component paits ; in like manner, perh ps
it is the will of Heaven, that a new empire fhould be here
formed, of the different nations of the Gld World, which will
rife fuperior to all that have gone before it, and extend human
happinefs to its utmoft poffible limits, None can tell to what

which will fall to the fhare of CGreat-Britain, if fhe has the wifdom to conclude
a fpeedy peace, will be more to ker advantrge than a monopoly of the whole

of it, if we had remained fubjedls, '
perfetion
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perfetion the arts of government may be brought. Mayv we
not therefore expedt grmf things from the patiiots of this {n .
nexatlon,Jomtly co-operating to muake the new-born reput licks
of America as com.iere s po’ﬁble? Is it not to be boped, tuar
Human Nature w.li Lere veceive her moft fini Led touches?
That the ns and ciences will be extended and improved ?
That ne’ig on, Learning, and beu*y will be diffufed over
this continent ? -nd :n thor , that the - (merican editions of
the human nind will ve moe perfc& than any that have yet
appezred’ Grveat things have heen atchueved in the mf'ancy of
Stat-s; and the ardor of a new people rifing to e::pire ana re-
nown, with p olpeés that tend o clevate the human fou!, en-
coui ges thele flivering expedtatons.

Lhouid any puny | )ullt cian oljeét, that ail thefe propeds
are vifionary, till we are cc':an of Independence ; 1 1(1_1},
that we Lave been In pofT‘c‘lion of it for iwo yed s, and
are dailly more able to fuppore ity and our cavmies lels able to

cveifet 1o When we firlt cared to conterd with Biitiin, we

were 4 1001 -, disjointed people, under no other governa ent but
that o: a Wf.zl resulated mob. 1" in thele (rrcumftances we
were aois - defend ourfelves, what m- y we nit now cxpeft,
when we can Jliaw forth our whole ftrengeh in a ngul..r con-
ftitutional muanuer? 1f the maiden courag: of our now
raifed levies, hasa ccelsfully withftocd the we'l traired bands
of our eneinies, can we difttruft, vhea thiez campaions hava
made them fqual " dilcipiine, to thole with whem ey are
to contend ? Such is the fitvation of DPrituin, thar were we
on'y able to keep up the appearance of an army, | fhe could
not afford to protra@ the war: Butinftead of this, our trocps
are more numercus, better difciplined, cloached and armed,
than they ever were.  The molt timid may difniis «ll their
doubts, fince Lewis the XVi. of Erance, that illotl.icus Vro-
te€tor of the Rights of Human Nature, with a ma; m.mnmtv
worthy of himfelt, has guarantied to u> cur Inde p(r. ncy. Jf
Britain could not fubdue America vhen iz {tood fingle and
C alonc,
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alone, how abortive muft all her attempts prove, when we
are aided by th: power of the greateft ruropean Monarch ?
| he fpecial interpofition of Providerce in our behalf, makes
it impious to diibelieve the final eftablithment of «ur Heaven-
protecled Indeprndence  Can any one ferioufly review the
beginning, p ogr.fs, and piele it ftate-of the war, and not fte
indi{putabie cvidence of an over-ruling influence on the minds
of men, preparing the way for the accomplithment of this
great eviat? |
As all the tops of corn in'a waving ficld are inclined in one
direction by a gult of wind; in like manner, the Governour
of the World has given one, and the fame univerfal bent of
incl:nation to the whele body of our people. Is it a work of
man, that Thireeen *taces, trequently quarrelling about boun-
daries, clathing in interefts, differing in policy, manners, cu-
ftoms, fo.ms of government, and ieligion, {cattered over an
extenfive continent, under the influence of a variety of lucal
prejudices, jealoufies, and averfions, thould all harmonioufly a-
gree, as if one mighty mind infpired the whole ?
- Gur encmies feemed confident ¢f the impuflibility of our
union ; cur fiiends doubted it and all indifferent perfons, who
judged of tiings prefent, by what has heretofore happened,
confidered the expet-tion therect as romantick: But He
wie fitteth at the helm of the univerfe, and wbo boweth the
nearts of @ whole n.ton as the heart of one man, for the ac-
cormplihment of lis own purpof s, has effeCted that, which to
bhuman wildom and forcfi ht, feemed impoffible. A review of
the I ftory of simcrica, from its firft dilcovery to the prefent
day, forces upoi us 2 belief that greater Lleflings @ ¢ referved
for this ¢ winenr, than fhe ever covli have pofietied whilft
Iying low ai the foes of an b uropean idand. ,
it has never yer been fairly tried how far the equal princi-
ples of republican povernment would fecure the happinets of
the poverned. T he ancients, unacquainted with the prefent
mods of takirg ohe fenfe of the people by reprefentatives,
were
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were t00 apt, in their publick meetings, to run into diforder
and confulion. The diftinGion of Patricians and Plebeians,
laid the foundation of perpetual difcord, in the Roman Com-
monwealth. If the free States of Greece had been under the
controul of a common fuperintending power, fimilarto our "on-
tinental Congrefs*, they could have peiceably decided their
difputes, and probably would have preferved their freedom and
importance to the prefent day. Happily for us, warned by ex-
perience, we have guarded againft all thefe evils. No artificial
diftinCtion of ranks has been fuffered to take place among us.
We can peaceably convene a State in one fmall aiien.bly of
deputies, reprefeniing the whole in an equal proportion.  All
difpares beteen th= different Ctares, and all Continental con-
cerns, arc to be managed by a Congrefs of reprefentatives from
each.  What a fecurity for liberty, for uni:n, for every fpeq
cies of political happineis ! Small States are weak and incapa-
ble of deferce; large ones are unwicldy, greatly abridge
natural liberty, and their general laws, from a varicty of

# Their Council of Amphy&ions, in fome things, refembled our Congerfs g
but their powers weretoo limited. This fuggefts a hint, that a confederation
of the United States, on principles that veft the Congrefs with ample powers,
is moft likely to perpetuate our republican governments and 'nternal tranquil-
lity., "T'he union of independent commonwealths, under one common head,
is an application of the focial compa@ to States, and requires powers propor-
tionably enlarged. Treafon in our governments, putson a new afpec, and
may be committed by a State as well as an individual ; and therefore ought to
be clearly defined, and carefully guarded againt.

T'o give permanency to our confederation on republican principles, the fol-
Jowing regulations feem expedient : That Congrefs fthould have a power to
limit or divide large “tates, aud to ere& new ones: T'o difpofe of the money
arifing from quit-rents and vacant lands, at leaft till all the experces of the war
are funk: To eitablith a general intercou: fe between the States, by affigning
Qv cach, one or more manufaétories, with which it fhould furnith the veft 5 fo
as to create a reci rocal dependence of each upon the whole: To eret 2
great Continental Univerfity, where Gentlemen from all the ! tates may torm
scquaintance receive the finithing touches of education, and be infpired with
o Coatinental liberality of miad, fuperior to local prcjudicss, and favourable
toa confederated union.

ahine
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cl-fhing iuterefts, muft ff(qﬂ“”l" beir hard cn many incivi-
duals: Eut our con’ederation will give us the ftrength und
protection < f a power equal to that of the greateft ; at the fime
time that, 1n o1l cur internal concerns, we have t' e fieedem of
finall independent Cemmeonwealths. Weasc in p ficflicn of
confticuricns that cortain 1n them the excellencies of all torms
of government, free from the inconveniencies ot cach; and
in cne word, we bid fair to te the kaprielt snd froeft pacple
1 the world for ages yet to come.

When I anticipate in imagination the [v-ure g.ory of my
country, and the illuftrious figure it wili ¢ make on the
theat:e of the world, ny heart diflends witn gon=rous pride
for being an American. What a fubfratvin for empire !
comrared v.ith which, t'e f undztion ot the iiacedorian, the
Reman, and the Britifh, fink into infizrificance. Some of our
larve St s have territory fu_ erior to theifland of Great-Britain ;
whillt the wh le ' gether, are lirtle inferior to Lurcpe itelf,
Cur 'n 'eperdence will peeple this extent of country with
ficen-en. and wil' flinmulate the innumereble inhabitints thereof,
Ly cve v motive, to perfelt the alts of gsvernment, and to
extend huaran happinets.

I corgracidate yeu cn our glrrious prefpe@ls.  I-aving for
three long years weath<red tte ftorms of adverfity, we a e at
length arrived in view of the calm haven «t pt ce nd f:curity,
We have lid the foundations of a new «mpi ¢, which ; romifes
to enlarge itlelf 10 vaft dimenficns, and to gie happncis to
a great ccnunent. It 's now our rurn to figure on the face of
tl.e earth, and in the acnals «f the world. 71 l‘c arts ana {ciences
are planted amcng us, and, folt. red by the auipicious infuence
of equal covernmen's, are growing up to natuiity 3 wlhile
truth and freedom flouiith by tleir fides 1 1erty, boeth civil
and rcligious, 1n her roon. txdc blaze, fhires furth with une
clouded luftie on all ranks and denemintions of men.

Ever fince the flood, true Religion, Literature, Aits, Empire
and i.iches, kave tzkea a flcw and gradual courfe frem eaft

{3



‘[. 2,{ . ]

to weit, ancd are now about fixing their long and fuvourite
abede in this new weftern wo..J. Cur fun of political hap-
pinefs is already rifen, and hath lifted his head over tie
mountains, illuminating our hemifphere with hberty, ligli,
and polithed life. Cur Independence will redeem one quarter
of the globe from tyranny and oppreflicn, and confecrate it
the chofen feat of Truth, juftice, Freedom, 1 earning ang
tcligion. We are laying the foundation of happinefs for
countlefs millions. Generations yet unborn will blefs us for
the blood-bought inheritance, we are about to bequeath them.
Oh happy times! Oh glorious days! Oh kind, indulgent,
bountitul Providence, that we live in this highly favoured
period, and have the honour of helping forward thefe great

*
v
.

cvents, and of 1'uffcaﬁn a caufe of {uch infinite importance !
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