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FRIENDS anp FELLOW.CITIZENS,

]I T was the'remark of a celebrated Roman
hiftorian,* made perhaps too much in the fpirit.
of detration, that the exploits of the Athenians;
{fufficiently grand and noble in themfelves; were’
much exaggerated by fame’; and that inafmuch
as. Athens produced writers of extraordinary:
genius; the achievements of her citizens: were:
renowned throughout the world, as the moft
glorious-and exemplary; and the valor of thofe
who perfcrmed them, were exalted proportion’
ately to the talents and addrefs of thofe -who res<
counted them. |
Although it isvery prefumable, that otir coun
try, 'the United States,. will not be deftitute of
writers and' orators, capable of ranking: with
thofe of Athens, at-the moft: brilliant pertods of
its:-literary emineﬁnce, . yetiwe: need:not beé appres
- B - henfive
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4
henfive, that any fuch remark as “has been pre-
mifed, will ever derogate from the wife counfels.
and heroic aétions, which contributed to the ac-
quifition and eftablifhment of the independence ’
and {overeignty of the United States, of which
we now celebrate the twenty-fourth anniverfary.
In the early ages, when Athens, wi.h the other
Grecian ftates, infpirited by the fervid love of
Lberty, and adtuated by the generous impulfes
of patriotifm, performed thofe aions, which
have been borne along the tide of time, down
to us, with fuch effulgent and unfading glory ;
the means of committing them to co-eval records
were {low and uncommon ; they could not be
made to pafs as-it were under the immediate re-
view of co-temporary nations, with whom, if’

but a little remote, there was liitle or no com-
munication.

Much mult, therefore, have been neceflarily
left to uncertain tradition. Hence fi&tion had
greater temptation and latitude to magnify and
embellith, with lefs poflibility of detettion. At
the acvanced @ra of the American revolution,
the improvements in the arts of printing and na-
vigation,had,1na manner,approximated and uni-
ted the mofit aiftant parts of the globe; and in-.
telligence of national tranfattions, was wafted
from one to the other hemifphere on the wings
of the wind. France, Spain, and Holland, three
of the moft confpicuous powers of Europe, ta-
king an attive part in the war, which terminated.
'in the mdependence of the United States, con-
tributed to the extenfive and accurate publicity of

the
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the counfels and a€tions, which led to and atten-
ded that important event. Thefe have been
committed to hiftoric records, with unalterable
fidelity. So known, fo attefted, and fo record-
ed, they mufl enfure the admiration and applaufe
of future ages, in as high a degree as of the
prefent age.  The two very refpetiable {ocieties,
who concurred in celebrating, by an annual ap-
propriate oration, this glorious event, many of
whole members contributed materially to 1¢, In
the tented field, and in the public counfels, did
not aim, by f{uch an oration, to blazon it by
brilliant flourifhes of rhetoric, or captivating
firokes of eloquence ; its intriniic merits render
this an unnecefiary, a fuperfluous undertaking.
‘They were induced to it by more laudable views,
They muft have conceived, that fucha di‘courle,
on fuch a theme, on fucha day, and to fuch an
audience, as the prefent, might tend to fan the
flame of patriotiim, which had glowed 1n the
breafts, and prompted the  meritorious attions
of thofe diftinguifhed champions of the revolu-
tion; who were yet living, and claim of them a
confiftent continuance of {ervices, as often- as .
occalions might require—that it might tend to
excite a grateful zeal for the public welfare in
thole of our fellow citizens, whom immature
age, or fubfequent adoption, had precluded
from co-operating to the happy event, of ‘which
they'enjoy, and their pofterity will .enjoy the
benefits—that it might tend to render the rifing
generation emulous of that fair fame, and truly
ennobling diftin€tion, which refult from impor-
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tant fervices rendered to one’s country——that it
might tend to prevent national degeneracy, by
foltering a generous national pride, -

- * It wasa cuftom of oneof the moft magna.-
nimous nations in the world, to place in the vef.
tibules of their houfes, the ftatues of the moft
illuftrious of their anceftors, that in beholding,
as oft as they pafled them, their minds might be
fet on fire to excel them; and that the excited re-
minifcence of their great fervices, might kindle
in their own generous hearts, a flame that no-
thing could extinguifh, but the equalling them
in merit and glory. If mute marble, inanimate
effigies, could produce {uch effefts, what might
not be expeted from great events, expreflively
delineated by the pen of the hiftorian, or con-
veyed to the heart, in the glowing language of
the orator? The praduftions of their native
poets, hiftorjans, and orators, rehearfed and pro.-
nounced to the Grecians, 1n their periodical ancl
folemn aflemblies, vivified and invigorated that
ardent patriotifm, which was the energetic {pring
of fo many difinterefted and heroic enterprifes.
" In taking but a curfory and rapid view of the
prominent and diftinguifhing features of the A.
merican revolution, it may be allowed, in every
fair and juft regard, to challenge the pre-emi,
‘nence over that of every other recorded in the
annals of nations. No revglution ever origina-
ted in caufes and motives more pure, juil, and
honorable—ever, 1n the fame {pace of time,
produced a greater number of excellent patriots;
| more

’

* Vid. Sall, in Bell. Jugurth.
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~ more perfons diftinguithed for military and po-
~Jitical genius.and talents—ever exhibited a. great-
er difplay of wife counlels and heroic ations—
more acttive valor, and pallive fortitude—a
more general co-operation of people of every
clafs for the public good—ever eflelted more
benefits with fewer evils—more extenfive and
improvable national and individual felicity.
.- It may not be improper to oblerve, that the
- theatre on which thefe bright icenes have been
unfolded, the territories of the United States,
are favored regions, where the fell monfter, det-
potifim, has never yet been known to inhabit—
where the tutelar goddels of the country, the
guardian genius of the place, {eems ever to have
been {acred liberty—here fthe {eems to have fix-
ed -her peculiar, her beloved abode. Every
region of the old, every other part of the new
hemifphere, at {ome period or other, has groan-
ed, or does groan, under the fcorpion {courge
of tyranny. At the earlieit difcovery of this
continent, and it is reafonably to be prefumed
ever belore, the variousaboriginal tribes, or na-
tions, who were ipread over 1t, irom the S,
Lawrence to the Mifliflippi, lived in a flate of
{ociety which abridged but few of their natural-
rights. In their councils, the moft wife and ex-
perienced were chofen to prefide ; the warrior: of
the moft fignal valor and condutt was their.lead-
er in the field. The {entiments of freedom were
{o congenial with their {ouls, that no blandifh-
ments, or terrors, could ever bring them. to 'a
ftate of f{ervitude.

To
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To thefe happy regions, where no 'veftiges
were ever difcernable of the tyranny, or of the
{llavery of man, the firft colonifts emigratéd
from a iree, although a monarchical flate of
Iurope, and emigrated about the time, when
regal attempts at arbitary power, and the reiif-
tance of the parliament and people to them,
had educed the moft rational and tervent {enti-
ments of the rnights of man, and 1inveterate
abhorrence of difpotiim. The {pirit of fredom,
which they brought with them; could not tail to
oe tran'mitted to their progeny, in a land where
2t not only ever exilted, but where every
furrounding  cbj: &, animate and inanimate,
was calculated to nurture and increafs 1t.  No
coventitious circunnftances arole, to prevent it
Iiom prevailing, with the {ame intluence, in the
hearts of thole refolute adventurers from other
parts ot furope,who reforted hither from timeto
time, in the {pirit of the Grecian emigrant chief,*
wnere fortune kinder than their parent {tate, cons
dutted them, and where they could enjoy that li-
berty and happinels which fhe deénied to them.
North America, thuspeopled, and blefled with in-
finite natural advantages of {oil, chimate and fitua-
tion, under the aufpices of freedom and induftry,
and the protefting wings of the mother country,
in the {pace of lefs than two centuries, attained
to a pitch of affluence and population which af-
toniihed the reft of the world. Among {uch
a people, equally exempt from the infolence of
riches, and the abjetinels of poverty, no fuch

inequality

* Horat. Carm. 7. Lib. 1.
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inequality of condition or flation exifted, as
could promote’ a dependant, or f{ervile {pirit.—
In no country, did ever more general happinels,
and general liberty prevail ; when the parent
ftate difclofed a dilpofition to {fubvert thele, and
fubftitute a {yftem of unmerited and intolerable
oppreflion., The king and parliament of Great-
Bfitain endeavoured to levy taxesin the colonies
without their confent, and zflerted the right of
binding them in all cafes what{oever, contrary
to the rights to which they were entitled by nature,
the Britifh conftitution, by charter and ufage.
Fortunately at this period, the people of the
colonies were too enlightened as to their rights,
and too jealous and tenacious of them, patively
to {fubmit to the invafion of them. The
enervating luxury and vices of old and opulent
{ocieties, had not yet infe€ted this hardy and
induftrious people. They cherifthed the manly
{pirit of defending their rights and privileges, at
every hazard of life and fortune. From New-
Hampthire to Georgia, they rofe in oppofition,
to the arbitrary attempts of Great-Britain. No-
bly difcarding all local jealoufies and particu-
lar views of intereft, they made it a common
caufe; and concurred in the generous refolu-
tion, to {acrifice their prefent eafe for honorable
perils, and to bury themfelves beneath the
ruins of their country; .rather than to {urvive
the deftruttion of their freedom. Happy was
1t, that liberty attacked, could thus readily rally
under its banners the people of fo many diftin&
provinces ; -happy that it was-at a time, when

noe
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no caufes of rivalry and difference had prevailed.
{ufficiently among them, to enable Britfh def-
potiim to obtain footmo', and to rule by divid-
ing them. Did ever any people, fimultaneouily
"r.f.{md_m refiftance,againit the oppreilive meafures
of government, difcover more moderation,
union, order, and {yitem, than the people of
America? Their refentments did not burit:
forth like the long pent up, firuggling fires of a
volcano, which in “their exploiion caft on every
ige a blafting lava. Their juft and glorious
caufe was never {ullied by any rabble-like,
barbarous, brutal excefles, which make revo-

lutions toco often deplorable, and: to be depre-
cated 5

¢¢ And make us, rather bear the ills we have

¢ Than fly to others that we know not of.”
SHARESPEAR,

It was referved to the fober minded, refle&ting
people of America, to exhibit to' the world,, the
novel, extraordinary, & interefting fpe&acle,of an
order]y, regular, and governmental refiftance of
one part, to another part of a great nation.
- With a noble and implicit confidénce, which
was never retratted, and never abufed, they
committed the vindication of their 1neﬁ1mable
rights to the delegates, whom: they ele&ed to
meetin: the general Congrefs. Was there ever
a public body, in the beft eftablifhed, and the
moft experienced government, who furpaﬁed;
them in forefight, widom, difintereftednefs,
and firmne{s? There was fcarcely an individual:

among
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among them, who as to all, or moft of thefe
gualities, did not juftify the choice of his con-
ftituents.

¢« Through what variety of untry’d matter, |
¢ Through what new {cenes and changes muft they pafs.”

In this novel, trying, perplexing, and perilous
fituation, lawyers, phyficians, merchants, and
planters, prove themlelves to be politicians of
great reach and found judgment, ftatefmen of
grand conceptions and. elevated views, as well as
patriots of uncorruptible integrity.  Their
minds deeply affetted by the important {fubjetts
of their deliberations ; exalted to enthufiafm by
the magnitude of the objetls committed to them,
develop abilities and talents, which in ordinary
times, and without {uch excitements, might
‘have continued dormant. When the native fa-
culties and energies of the {foul are powerfully
ftimulated, and impelled by great and extraor-
dinary occafions, men are very apt. to difplay
altonifhing valor, firmnefs, and eloquence.

Were the rights of any people ever traced
to their {fource in nature and reafon,; and
defended. upon principles of pofitive confli-
tution and law, with more acute and profound
reajoning, expounded with more perfpicuity;
and enforcéed with more pathos and energy; than
thofe of the people of America by Congrefs ?
Under the difficult, dangerous, and embaraffing
circumftances, which occupied their attention,
were there ever meafures planned with “more
wi{dom, and fupported with more firmnefs, than

C all
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all their meafures ? * Let the public declaration,
and impartial judgment, of one of the ableft
ftatefmen and greateft orators the world ever
produced atteft their merits. ¢ When, faid
he, your lordfhips have perufed the papers
tran{initted to us from America—when youcon-
lider the dignity, firmnefs, and wildom with
which the Americans have atted, you cannot
but refpe& their caufe. Hiftory has been my
favourite ftudy, and in the celebrated writings
-of antiquity, 1 have often admired the patriotiim
of Greeceand Rome ; but I muft declare, and
"avow, that in the malfter ftates of the world, I
know not the people, or fenate, who, under
fuch a complication of difficult circumitances,
can {tand 1in preference to the general Congrefs
at Philadelphia. I trufi, that it 1s obvious, that
-all attempts to impofte {ervitude upon {uch men,
to eftablith delpotifm over {uch a mighty con-
tinental nation, muit be vain, mufit be fatal.”

The fucceeding Congrefs compofed moftly
of the fame members, did not fall fhort of the
charatter of the preceding ; or in any manner
falter in the noble career they traced. Provoked,
yet placable, they reiterate the moft reafonable

petitions,and juit remonitrances, to their inflex-
1ble oppreflors, who, inftead of granting a re-
drefs of grievances, prepare the way for military
coercion, and military refiftance, by a f{eries of
- a&ts of parhament, as unjuit in their principle,
as cruel 1n their operation.

It

* Lord Chatham 1in his {peech in the Houfe of Lords;
2oth january, 1775.
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- "It was not until after the battles of Lexington
and Bunker’s Hill, in both oif which the Britifh
were the aggreflors; & untl America was inevita-
bly reduced to the alternative of abfolate and un.
conditional {ubmiffion, that Coneorels recurred
to arms and refliftance by open force. Mani-
fefting to the world the juftice of their caufe,
and rectitude of their views, ¢ we fight,” they
declared, ¢ not for glory or conqueft ; we ex-
hibit to mankind, the remarkable {pcétacle of
a pcople attacked by unprovoked enemies. In
our native land, in defence of freedom, for the
proteftion of our property, acquired by the
honeft induftry of our foretathers, and our own,
againit violence attually offered, we have taken.
up arms, aud fhall lay them down, when hottili-
ties have ceafed on the part of the aggreflors,
and the danger fhall be removed,and not betore.”
It 1s under circumitances like thele, that noble,
generous minds, and free {pirits, expanding
with a fublimating enthufialm, rile {fuperior to
all confiderations of intereft, danger, or eafe;
with {uch minds there can be no hefitation,
when the choice 1s between death and {lavery,
ruin or difhonor. Aftonithed Europe beheld
a new people, emerging nto national confe.-
quence, poilefling a lively fenfe of the value of
freedom, with vaft energy to defend it at every
hazard, againft one of the moft brave, opulent,
and powerful monarchies of the world. All the
virtuous and gencrous part of mankind ap-
proved their caufe, admired their {pirit, and
wifhed fuccefs to their ftruggles. When they

C ¢ ‘entercd
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entered upon the conteft, how dubious was
the iflue ? Yet they entered upon it with minds
erett and undaunted.

‘The intereft and pride of Great-Britain, deeply
affefted, and vehemently roufed, prompt her to
rack every refource, and employ her whole
ftrength for their fubjugation. Numerous troops,
mcludmg German mercenaries, and large fleets,
are {fent out,commanded by the moft able and ex-
perienced admirals and generals, {upplied with
all the inftruments and munitions requifite for
war, to carry into exccution, plans fraught with
blood and defolation, and every way calculated
to infpire and {pread difmay and terror. Who
were to be oppofed to thefe formidable bands,
and to thefe redoubtable commanders, arrayed
in all the pomp of war, embBoldened by confi-
dence in military difcipline, and completely
verfed in taftics ? They were to be oppofed by
men, drawn haftily from all the peaceful occu-
pations of life, unaccuftomed to the dangers of
the field, and to the reftraints of military duty,
badly fupphed with arms and warlike equipage,
but commanded in chief, by thee, O WASH-
INGTON, paragon of heroes ! and animated
by thy enthufiaftic {pirit, O holy LiserTY !
by that fame {pirit, under whofe invigorating
impulfes, in ancient times, {mall bands of
Grecians difcomfited the numerous hofts of the
mmhty Perfian monarch at Salamls, Marathon,
and Plateze—in more modern times, the Swifs
peafantry defeated the Auftrians-at Sampach
and Lauten, and Charles the Bold of Burgundy

at
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at Morat ; and the Dutch burghers gained their
independence in defpite of the’ molt powerful
monarch of Europe. To the awiul and 1m-
preflive leflons which ‘th_efe vittories held out,
the independence of America has added another,
to rulers, to beware how they trample on the
facred rights of the people, and to the people,
to rife up againft oppreilion, {ince *¢ they can
never want the means, if they do not want
the fpirit to be free,” elpecially in thele enlight-
ened times, when the prevalence of lound phi-
lofophy, and the generzl diffufion of {cience,
has fo confiderably difpelled thatignorance and
fuperftition, which were the molt eflicacious
aids of defpoufm. ~
It was nearly about the time, when General
and Admiral Howe arrived 1n the {tate of New-
York, with a powerful fleet and army, that Con-
grels gave that moft fignal proof of their enlar-
ged views, wonderful decilien, and impregnable
firmnefs, by {olemnly ordaining and declaringy
¢¢ that thele colonies were, and of right ought
to be INDEPENDENT sTATES, and that they -
were ablolved from all allegiance to the Britifh
crown, and that they had full power to do all
things which independent ftates ought to do.”
To this mealure, as tranfcendent in wifdom,
forelight, and policy, as in boldnefs, decilion,
and dignity, the emphatic words of the Roman
orator appear juitly applicable ; what has there
been ever performed, O Holy Supreme, upon
the whole face of the earth, greater, what more
glorious, and what more worthy to be confe-

crated
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crated to the eternal remembrance of mankind ?
To what immortal honor art thou not entitled,
O Apawms, who brought forward, and ably {up-
ported in Congre{s that noble a 1 ? And thou,
alifo, O Jerrerson, in whole peripicuous and
energetic language 1s exprefied  that {fublime me-

morial of the rights, and of the {pirit of free-
born Americans ?

- To this declaration of independence, the
Congrefs and people of America adhered, with
unremitting ﬁrmnefs,ln the moft gloomy perlods,
and advcrfe viciifitudes of the conteft. Imme-
diately after the difafirous defeat at Long-ifland,
when diimay and defpondence might ndtural;y

be {fuppoied to afiail even refolute mmds, Con-
grels rejeted with difdain the infidious propo-

fals made by Lord and General Howe. Inthis
inftance their magnanimity may be matched with
that which the i{enate of Rome {hewed, when
the conquering Annibal appeared at the gates of
that city. To Lord Carlifle, and the other com-
miliiioners, who afterwards profiered every free-
dom and prnivilege, {hort of a total {eparation
of intereits from Great-Britain; and in cafe of
thelr beilng unaccepted, menaced the extremes
of war and defolation, Congrefs declared, that
they would make no trcaty inconfiftent with
thofe which they had, as independent f{tates,
made with other nations; and would enter upon
none, which was not accompained with an expil-
cit acknowledgement of their independence, and
withdrawal of the fleets and armies of Great
Britain. Herein they did not fall thort of ano-

3 ther
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ther much vaunted example of the magnanimi-
ty‘ of the Roman {fenate, when they l‘efufegi {o
liften to any overtures of peace from the victo-
Tious Pyrrhus, t1}]l he withdrew his arms and for-
ces out of Italy. Atlength Great-Britain, after
"an obftinate and ineffeftual conteft of eight
years, during which fthe laviihed.an "in‘lmehfe
profufion of blood and treafure, exphcitly re-
cognized the independence of the United States,
yielding all claims to any part of their territories.
It will not be confiftent with the limits, and
other topics of this difcourfe, to indulge my in.
clinations to make a particular and adequate dil-
play of the great bravery, perfeverance, and at-
tachment to the liberties and weltare of. their
country, manifefted by the ofhcers and foldiers
‘of the Continental army, upon many memo-
rable occafions, under all the difhculues, dan-
gers, and difcouragements that men could en-
counter; and which never divelted them of that
clemency, which 1s alwaysaflociated with real
courage. It may be truly f{aid of them, that
they never fthed the blood of their adverfaries
but in the field of battle, or when oppofed to
them with arms. Hiftory, in thefc ref{pelts,
has not failed to do them juftice. It may not,
however, be amifs here to notice the unexam-
pled moderation and regularity, with which at
‘the end of the war, {cantily requited for their
ervices, they retired to the rank and occupa
tions of citizens, uncorrupted by the vices and
diforderly habits ufually contratted in camps, .
1n a long courfe of war; and have given exam.
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ples of induftry, regard of focial order, and
{ubmiffion to the laws : and many of the ofh-
“cers have fince rendered their country eminent
lervices 1n the civil flations, to which they have
been appointed by the fuffrages of their fcllow-
citizens.

~ The revolution of the United States has been
frequently paralleled with the revolutions of
two celebrated nations of Europe, the Swifs and
Dutch. Both of them, by their exemplary va-
lor and perfeverance, had recovered their free-
dom, and expelled their opprellfors; but it may
be remarked, that they had for {ome time fub-
mitted to the yoke of oppreflion, and grievouli-
ly felt its preflure before they determined to
fhake it off—they were feverely galled by the
chains of defpotiim, before they broke from
them.

The people of the United States being free,
and magnanimoulfly refolute to continue fo, and
tremblingly alive to any defign of arbitrary
power, quickly defcried, and broke in pieces, the
fetters prepared for them As 1t 1s more meri-
torious never to fufler the lofs of liberty, than
to regain it when loft; in this view will the
American revolution excel the other two revolu--
tions.

At no crifis, and under no viciflitude, howe-
ver difficult and gloomy, did the people of the
United States, manifelt any {ymptoms of def-
pair, or abjeétly court, or by humihiating con-
ceflions obtain, the aid of foreign powers. In
this further regard, it claims a marked and ho-

norable
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norable fuperiority over that of the Dutch. Af.
ter the capture of an important town of Zea-
land, by the Spanifh invaders, it is a fa&t well
afcertained, that fuch was the defpair of Hol-
land and Zealand, that they formed the defign,
which was approved in the {tates of Holland,
to confer the fovereignty of thofe provinces on
fome proteftant prince, who lhould be able to
protett them againit the tyranny of Philip, and
the offer was.made to, but declined by Queecn
Elizabeth of England; and the .other United
Provinces did, {fometime after actually acknow-
ledge the duke of Anjou, as their {overeign.
The United States of America, when they were
at the loweft ebb, and foliciting foreign aiflift-

ance, never propofed any terms, or conceflions,

incompatible with the dignity of free, fovereign,
and independent f{tates. It was after the con-

. vention of Saratoga, when the tide of fuccefs

- had {et {trongly in their favor, that they made

1
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i the treaty with France, which was fair, equal,
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and dignified. The treaty which was made be-
tween Queen Elizabeth and the Dutch, was

{uch as might be expe&ed of a people, who

frequently defpaired of being able to refcue

| themlelves, by their own refources and exerti-
} ons, from the vengeance of their provoked ty-
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When the feven Dutch provinces met at U-

_', trecht, and figned the articles of alliance, known

by the name of the Union of Utrecht, and which
were the balfis of that commonwealth, known
by the name of the United Provinces, the firit
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eoin they ftruck after this union, is typical of
their defponding {ituation. Itreprefented a vef«
{el laboring amidft the waves, unaffifted by fails
or oars, with the motto, * ¢ Uncertain where
the fates may carry.” The articles of confede-
ration and perpetual union, between the thirteen
United States of America, were agreed to by
Congrefls within a few months after the declarati-
on of independence, and at a {till more danger-
ous crifis, alter the American armies had been
repeatedly defeated, and were retreating before
the enemy. 'Thele exprefsly evince the noble
confidence they had, of maintaining their inde-

pendence in {pite of all the horrors of war, and
exertions of the enemy.

The American is meritorioufly diftinguifha-
ble from every other revolution, as being of
nobler birth, and as originating upon principle,
and not 1n confequence of grievances attually
fuftered. The people of America ¢ augured
miigovernment- at a diftance, and {nudfed the
approach oi tyranny in every tainted breeze.”
The duty impofed on tea was trivial, and attend-
ed with prefent profit; but it might have involv-
ed an acquieicence in the parliamentary right of
taxation, which although a queftion of appa.
rently abitra&t difcufiion, wasbig with import-
ant and mi{chievous confequences. The out-
‘rageous and fanguinary exeefles, and pralices,
fuch as arbitrary imprionment, perfecution for
religious opinions, lawlefs executions, which
have generally been the caufe of revolutions
1n
* ¢ lncertum quo fata ferant.”’ '
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in other countries, had not exifted among the
Americans. They {urprifed the monfter in 1its
infancy, and ftrangled itin the cradle; mindful
of that important maxim, that although nations
may acquire liberty, yet 1f this ineitimable ac-
quifition is loft, it is rarely or never recoverable.
Men who {uffer themfelves to remain long mna
flate of fervitude, if they fhould retain, or re-
cover the fenfe of freedom, they lofe the capa-
city of enjoying or retaining it. ¢ Liberty,”
fays the profound, as well as eloquent Roufleau,
¢ is a wholefome aliment, but hard of digefiti-
on, and a found {tomach can only bear it. I
laugh -at thofe debaled minds, who, fuffering
themielves to be linked together 1n a confedera-
cy, dare talk of liberty without having an idea of
it; and who, with hearts filled with all the vices
of flavery, imagine that to be free, they need
only be mutinous.” At the revelution, Ame-
ricans poflefled not only the ideas, but habits
of freemen. The tranfition effe&ed by this re-
volution, was from a ftate of fieedom, to a
ftate of lill greater freedom, which tranfition
theretore, did not require thofe extenfive and
radical changes, and convulfive reforms, which
- are reforted to in ftates, where inveterate abufes,
habitual errors, and deep rooted inftitutions,
inimical to freedom, have long prevailed; and
which reforms_and remedies, exhauft the blood,
rend the nerves, and ftrike at the vitals of the
body politic. Little more was requiiite to re-
ftore tranquillity, order, and ftability, in the
United States, than to expel the invading enemy.

D 2 As
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. As foon as the fleets and armies of Great
Britain difappeared, the happy confequences of
American independence began to expand.: It
dawned indeed beneath clouds, and was :for
fometime dimmed by mifts; -but 1t had {carce
rofe above the horizon, when it unveiled itlelf
with fplendid majefty. No.{ooner had grim-vi-
{aged war made way for lovely ~peace, than
thole fields which had been irrigated with the
blood of their proprietors and cultivators, and
had beheld death and defolation ftalking through
them,. in fo many hideous forms, were crowned
with golden harvefls ; the meadows and paftures
were covered with fheep and herds, towns and
cities arofe from the ruins of conflagration, with
increafed elegance ; the ports were thronged with
vellels, and refounded with the buly hum of men;
induftry, commerce, and plenty, In the train of:
liberty, progrefled throughout the United -States,

After the ceflation of the toils and perils of
war, and the return of the bleflings of peace,
the difcreet and intelligent citizens of Ammeric¢a,
did not run headlong into tumults and anarchy,
n:1{led and beguiled by Utopian {chemes, and
untried theories; nor did they laple into liftlels
repofe, or torpid indifference for the public
welfare.  Prelerving that attention and.vigi-
lance, which all free nations ought centinually
to exercife towards the interefts of the .commu-
nity, they {foon became {enfible of the imbecil-
lity and incompetency of the exifting confedera-
tion, to preferve the union of the ftates, and
its eflenuial objetts. They concurred in form-

ing
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ing- a convention, compofed of men, many of
whom had given conipicuous proofs | of their
patriotiim, 1n the moft arduous and_ trying times
of the revolution. With minds divelted of all
national prejudices and national bigotry, pro-
fiting from the experience of palit ages, availing
themfelves of the improvements 1n policy, which
the refults of {cience, and refearches of philo-
fophy had revealed to modern times; reviewing
other inftitutions of government, theoretic and
pratical, culling their excellencies and exclud-
ing their defetts, they framed one for the citi-
zens of the United States, perHaps, upon the
whole, the moft calculated to eniure and perpe-
tuate the happinefs of a peopie, of any hereto-
fore devifed. No {ocial compatt, or plan of
policy, ever {o explicitly recognized the majel-
ty of the people, as the true {ource of legiti-
mate power, by whom iti1s exprelsly declared
to be ordained and eftablifhed. We may truly
lay, that it 1s the work of reaion, the refult of
deliberation, aregular digefted plan, which was
calt at once, like a beautiful ftatue, coming
from the hands of the artificer, finilhed and {ym-
metrical. - Moft, if not all oher governments,
have been impofed by force, or gradually formed
by calual emergencies, and: have been improv-
ed or impaired by them, from time to time, in-
corporating 1n their progrefs and operation,
many or the barbarifms; prejudices, and errors
of the times through which they palled, and
which it would be difficult to extirpate’ or reme-

dy, without endangering the whole ftruéiure.
This
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This government may boaft the peculiar excel-
lency of containing within itfelf, the correttive
principle or power of making fuch confiitutional
amendments, as experiment may evince to be
falutary, and in a manner, which protectis againit
the evils of rafh and violent innovations.

It has not proved to be merely {pecious in
theory, but has prattically fucceeded, beyond
what 1ts warmeft favorers predifted, or expect-
ed. But governments, however excellent, re-
quire to be well adminiitered.

It is very remarkable, that the good fortune
of America, as well as its wifldom and valor,
has prevailed in every critical and important
juntture. One fignal inftance of this was its
pofielling {o great a patriot and hero, as W ASH.-
INGTON., at the dawn of the revolutiong
and another inftance of equal good fortune, was
the {till poflefling him, after carrying his coun-
try, by his bravery and condud&t, triumphantly
through the war, to preflide at the formation of
the new federal conftitution, of which he was
afterwards called to be the prefident and guardi-
an, by the eager and unanimous fuffrages of his
fellow citizens. His primary dilcharge of the
funttions and duties of that high {tation, was
neceflary to diffipate the clouds of prejudice,
which might, for fometime, have obicured the ge-
nuine and intrinfic worth of the conftitution;
his weight of charatier, wildom, and firmnefs,
were requifite to launch 1t fairly and fteadily in-
to agency, and to develop 1ts admirable princi-
ples by a {uitable admniitration. Important

and
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and critical events before long occurred, to put te
the teft, the efficiency of the government, and
his capacity to prefide. An alarming refiftance
to fome of the laws of the United States, took
place in one of our f{ifter ftates; it was quickly
reprefled by the energy of the government, and
able condu&t of the prefident, without blood-
{hed, or capital punifhment. -
A war, unufually ferocious, extenfive, and
deftru&ive, arofe between moft of the powers
of Europe, with feveral of whom we had
treaties of amity and commerce, and were in
habits of conftant intercour{e ; towards one of
whom antipathies and refentments had not entire-
ly {ubfided; and towards another a. grateful
prediletion exifted. In this dificult and per-
plexing crifis, our illuftrious Prefident taking an
unimpaflioned andclear view of ourreal and per-
manent interefts, and the rights of the belliger-
ent powers, marked out and adopted that {yf-
tem, which was promulgated in his proclamation,
and rules, and regulations; and which while it
manifefts his corrett ideas of true policy, and his
faithful adherence to treaties and the law of na-
tions, hath exalted the national juftice, and
national character of the Unitted States, and hath
prevented hitherto their being implicated in the
war. One of the belligerent powers finding its
efforts either to feduce, or intimidate the United
States to take a part favorable to its views,
equally abortive, recurred to indications of

hoftile intentions, and to lawlefs depredations on
QUr commerce,. |

The



20

-‘\!3#

The animated and prudent meafurés of ouf
prefent Prefident, and of the government, to
afiert our national dignity, and to protect our
commerce, and to prépare for our general des
tence—the reprifals made by our rifing navy
are likely to be attended with the defirable ef-
fets'; and France, however alpiring and dread-
fully refentful, it may have appeared to other
nations, hath lately invited that amity, which
ihe had before haughtily and unreafonably re-
jefted ; and we have now the pleafing profpet
of {ecuring the re-eftablifhment of peace and
commerce with her, confiftently with the honox
and interefts of the Unitea States,

The general {pirit and accord, -whtech thofe
apprehended hoftilities excited in the cttizens of
the United States—the facility with which ade-
quate military. arrangements have been made, and
the requifite refources {fupplied the rapid pro-
grefs of our growing navy-—the {kilfull and
gallant conduét of the officers and crews of dif-
ferent frigates, afford aufpicious prefages of
future {pirit and ability, to affert and defend oui:
national dignity and interefts, again{t all who
may violate, or prepare to violate them.

- The exigencies which occurred, have encreaf-
ed our public debt, but in how trivial a degree
comparatively with the greatnefs of the objetts,
and with our atiual and increaling refources? .
We cannot but be reconciled to the requifitions
of government, when we find from the general
ftatement of expenditures, lately fubmitted to
the public, with what judgment and ceconomy

they
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they have been applied to the public wants and,
occafions, and how {mall a portion of them are
fubtratted for the moderate falaries of our
public officers, fome of whom, efpecially in the
hicher departments, by their {ervices, rather
injure, than benefit their private fortunes.—
How much the reverfe 1s the cafe in other go-
vernments ? In too many of them, a great part
of the 1mmenf{e {fums of money, which are
wrung from the hard hands of induftry, by
enormous taxes, and heavy mmpofts, is prodi-
gally lavithed in maintaining the gaudy pagecan-
try, and f{upplying the corrupting luxuries of
royalty, in rewarding the venal abettors of ar-
bitrary power, and penfioning the i{ycophantic
minions of a court. o
Among the peculiar felicities, which attend
the people of the United States, 1t may be ob-
ferved, that no nation, which ever éxifted, had
fo fair a profpetl of exemption from the evils of
foreign war and invafion. They border on no
nations from whom they can apprehend any
great danger. The immen{e ocean, which nature
has interpof{ed between them and the ftates of FEu-
rope, lerves as an eflettual rampart to difcou-
rage and to baflle any attempts of the moft pow-
erful of thofe flates to invade and fubdue any
part of the United States; it {erves alfo to pre-
vent the latter from intermeddling in any of their
feuds; and feems to point out . the Impropriety
of having any other concern with them, but in the
way of friendly and advantageous commerce.
To the moft potent nation of Europe, any

E. attempt
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attempt to effe€t any conqueft in the United:
States, as long as they remain in clofe and firmy
union, would prove a rafh and defperate enter-
prile, a Syracufan expedition. Alter the total
failure of Great-Britain, who, with every pofli-
ble advantage, invaded America ; taken at every
diladvantage, it is very improbable, that any
other nation will have the temerity to make ano-
ther invafion, while the general union fubfifts.
Few adequate and rational caufes, and
grounds, can the United States ever have to
tempt them to offenfive war, and aggreflive
mealures—not the acquifition of territory, for
they poflefs within their own acknowledged and
indifputable limits, more than fufficient to fati-
ate the moft extravagant defires—not to encreafe
the number of their people by conqueft, for
under the favorable circumftances that attend
them, their natural encreafe, and emigrations
from other ¢ountries, will ftock them with fur-
prifing rapidity. Nothing exilts to create and
nourifh thofe prejudices and antipathies againit
other nations, which occafion irritability and
propenfity to open enmity. All fufficient with-
in themielves, they may become happy, great,
and powerful by their own legitimate rejources,
and need not aim at profperity or aggrandize-
ment, from the milery or depreflion of any
other people. They may indulge to the amia-
" ble fpirit of philanthropy, and benevolent pre-
cepts’of chriftianity ; and inftead of envying, or
difturbing, they may rejoice at, and promots
the welfare of the reft of mankind.

How



- ~How different is the fituation of moft of the
countries of Europe? When we take a retrof-
peét of the bloody, devaftating, and expenfive
contefts which have prevailled among them for
many centuries paft ; when we confider their fre-
quency and fhort intermiflions, we may be war-
ranted in pronouncing, thatthe relative and ha.-
bitual ftate of the nations of Europe, 1s a {tate
-of warfare. Their complication of interelts,
and their real or imaginary equilibrium of pow-
er, keep them in continual negotiation, agitati-
on and difquiet. Treaties of peace between
them are little more than truces, and are com-
monly impregnated with the germs of future
wars; which generally recommence, as {oon as
the exhaufted parties are, or think themielves
fufficiently recruited, to refume hoftilities with
any profpett of advantage. A few of the moil
powerful ftates, leave not to the weaker, the
choice of peace or war, but drag them {ooner,
or later, into their vortex.

T'he {irength, opulence, and proiperity of them
all, 1s comparative with, and dependant on the
weaknels, poverty, and infelicity of their neigh-
bours and competitors. They tranfmit, and
efteem 1t politic to tran{mit, their enmities from
generation to generation, inhumanly and un-
chriftianly ftyling each other ¢¢ natural enemies,”
elpecially

* ¢ Thole contending powers

“ Of France and England, whofe very fhores look pale,
““ With envy of each others happinefs.”

E 2 . Qur
® Shakefpear, Henry V. A& v. Scene z. |
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Our national happinefs is as little liable to be
overthrown, or endangered by internal com-
motions: or {editions, as by external’ attacks.
We are exempt from all, or moft of thole cau-
{es, which ufually foment, inflame, and carry
political diffentions to defperate extrcmities.
There are no privileged orders among us—no
diftin& ranks—patricians or plebeians—nobles
or commons—all have equal rights and privile-
ges, the fame common interelt—thofe who are
elevated to office and power, are {fo by the {ree
will and choice of the people, -or their reprelen-
tatives, and but for a limited time, during which
they are refponfible, and in cafe of delinquen-
cy, removable. It is not to be expected, nor
is it defirable, that we f{hould be entirely free
from warm divifions of opinion, and animated
difcullions, upon points of common intereit
and {afcty.  Thefe may be produ&tive of lefs
evil, than cold indifference to public concerns—
than that dead and dangerous calm, which may
be owing to the fupinefs, remiflnefs, and relax-

ation of national . {pirit, which may follow from
much ealc and overflowing wealth. The river

which. lometimes {welling, and ruihing on with
the rapidity ol a torrent, breaks its mounds, and
deluges the country rounc, does partial mi{chief;
while the {1}l cxhalations of {tagnant waters,
difiuiively {pread dangerous difeafes and deadly
peltilence. Butitisneverthelefsthe duty of every
true lover of his country, to endeavour to re-
{irain diflentions and divifions from ripening in-
to factions, when they become extremely dan-

gerous—
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gerous—the public good will then be facrificed
to the particular views and intereits of each fac-
tion—men will not be cholen for their merits and
capacity to ferve the public, butfrom their par-
ty attachment and party violence—meafures wiil
be obfirutied, merely that the party propoiing
them may not derive credit and popularity from
their {fuccefs—the good and the moderate will
be negletted, or obliged to retire from {uch
turbulent {cenes ; and foreign influence, and fo-
reign interefts will begin to intermingle and pre-
dominate. |

The different {tates formed into their prefent
confederation, have combined the interior po-
lice and liberty of {mall ftates, with the power
and vigor of a great empire, uniting all the ad-
vantages, and excluding the difadavantages of de-
mocracy and monarchy. Their experience has
already evinced, how well calculated republican
governments may be to produce the greateft
happinefs 'of mankind. 'The government of
cach {tate, as well as the government of the U-
nited States, may be truly {tyled ¢ governments
of all by all,” and not governments ¢¢ of all by
one,” or ‘ the combinations of the few againit
the many ;” they are governments reared, as all
governments ought to be, on the balis of natu-
ral right, and general happinels, wherein thofe
who are elevated to eminent {iations, irom the
malfs of the people, and revertible to 1t, are on-
ly {o elevated with a view to the public benefit,
and become not the malters, but the agents of
the people. Offices and power, thus only at-

tainable
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tainable by the free fuffrages of the people, are
acceflible to, and conferrable on all, who have
the talents, virtue, and. patrioti{m to merit them.
This equality of political and perfonal rights, is
the true and only equality, practicable and con-
Hiftent with the peace, order, and fafety of civil
factety. The law, which is the expreflion of the
will of the peogle, ought nccellarily to meet
with revetence. All that they require of any
man, 1s to do, or forbear towards others, what
he would wifh others to do, or forbear towards
him. No man is here {o high, as to be beyond
their reach, or {o low as to be without their pro-
tec¢tion. Can 1t then be matter of {urprile, that
the United States thould, in a few years fince
their fovereignty and independence, attain te
fuch a pitch of opulence, power, and profperity,
as nations do not arrive at in the courfe of many
ages, 1n the ordinary rife and progreflion of em
pires. It has been ufually remarked, with re-
{peft to the productts of nature, and the works
of art, that nothing of {peedy growth, or hafty
conftruttion, 1s of long duration. The tree
which thoots up quickly, and {preads its bran- -
ches widely, 1s not apt to {trike its roots deeply,
and 1shable to be eafily overturned by ftorms. But
this rule cannot be applicable to the growth and
duration of the United States. Their fudden
sreatnefs, and profperity, have not arifen from .-
extrinfic, accidental, and tranfient, but from 1n-
trinfic, regular, and permanent caufes and means,
‘which, from their nature, muit long operate with
:augmenting vigorand effett. The commerce,

which
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which is daily pouring riclies 1nte them, is not
like the precarious cornimerce-of Tyie and ‘Care
thage of old, and of the Hanfetowns, Venice,
and Holland in Tatter times ; which ﬂu&uatmcr

circumftances, and the compentlon of rival
ftates, may deftroy ; but is fupported upon the
folid bafis of a wvaried, encrealing, inexhaufti:
ble agriculture, which can only be limited by
the numbeér and 1ndufltry of their inhabitants:~=
1'herr extent of territory, and populdtion, aré
not the fruits and efle&t of conqireff over a
diverfity of people, of different and -difcor-
dant tempers, manners, and -cuftoms, held tos
gether by the conftant compreffion of overs
ruhncr force.

The arts and {ciences, and at length manufac:
tures, in ftates like thefe, poflefling moft, or all
the materials, muft flourifh amidft fuch favora--
ble circumftances, fuch extenfive liberty and
“civil toleration ; every art, {cience, and manu-
tacture, will be tranilated to them, in their
mofit improved and matured ﬂ:atc, from other
countries. Happy, not only in the atual frui-
tion ‘of fo many comforts and blé{ﬁlws, the
Unitéd States have ftill greater in the bl‘lﬂ‘ht
per{pettive which opens to ‘their view.

They have reafon to expett, before the lapfe
of many years, to have every thing within thein=

#elves, that cdn contribute to- the real comforts,
and to the embellifhments of life, and to their
genéral profperity -and folid grandeur. - The
American Fagle, upborne on vigorous pinions,
will- takc as lofty and extenfive a ﬂlcrht, as ever

did
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~ did the Roman Eagle, and in that flight may
{arvey as great and powertul an empire; but an
empire not formed for war and bloodfhed, ag-
grandized by conqueft, and fupported by rapine
and oppreffion, held together by force, and
difiolving with the remiffion of that force ; but
an empire become magnificent and powerful
by the voluntary aflociation ofa clufter of free
itates, equal in their rights and immunities,
obeying no laws, and fubmitting to no govern-,
ments, but what emanate from their free will and
choice, and flourithing and {upported by their
own innate refources, and by reciprocation of
commercial benefits with other nations.

Theitr happinefls and example may tend to the
amelioration of the condition of other - nations,
may 1nipire the {pirit of rational reformation
in perverted governments, will at leaft hold out
to their miferable and opprefled inhabitants, a
happy afylum, and may tend to make peace
more {ought, and wars more fhunned by other
nations.

It will not be poffible, while we contem-
plate on this glorious day, the happinefs and
grandeur, actual and progreflive of thefe our
rifing {tates, to be unmindtul of thofe virtuous
and valorous patriots, by whole eminent prowefs,
and good condutt, they became {o free, {o great
and flourifhing; many of whom f{ealed their:
patriotiim, and cemented the fabrick of our
freeedom, with their blood. In particular let
us take this occafion of pouring forth effufions

of the moft lively gratitude, to WASHING-
TON,

8



TON, whofe recent lofs we have {fo much de-
plored—to that firft and beft of men and herdes,

to whofe fame, panegyrick cannot now add, or

fromit,obloquy detratt—alfoletus callto ourpar-

" ticularand grateful remembrance, the virtuous, en-

terprifing,unaffuming,and circum{pe&t GREENE,
of whomit would be fufficient to fay, that W ASH -
INGTON, whowas {fo keen and accurate an
obfegver and difcriminator of the talents and
qualities of men, defignated him as worthy to
{ucceed him in command, fhould deftiny {natch
him from the fervice of hlS country, before the
work of its freedom and 1ndependence was ac-
complithed—GRrREENE, tO whofe heroic and fuc-
celstul exertions, all America, and this ftate 1n
particular, is fo greatly indebted.

Let us cherifh with the moﬁ hvely ra_tltude,
the remembrance of the great and meritorious
fervices of all our decéafed patriots ; let their
bright examples dire€t and animate us to thofe
purfults, which will be beneficial to our com-
mon country, and honorable to ourfelves—Iet
us fuppofe their immortal fpirits to be.continu-
ally hovering over us, and w1tneﬂin0' our con-
dutt—applauding {uch of our aEhons as are ad-
vantageous, . and reproving {uch as are injurious
to the commonweal. Let not our lips merely
~ fhew forth their praife, but let our hearts be in-
dellbly impreflfed with earneft defires, to imitate
as far as we.can, their good qualities and patrlo-
tic deeds. -

Fcllow-cztzzcns, if beneﬁts enjoyed ouoht to
excite gratitude and love, Americans ouoht to be

F
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fufceptible of as ardent a love of their country,
their common, impartial, and bountiful mother,
as ever inflamed Grecian and Roman breafls,
and in them produced fo many difinterefted and
glorious” attions. - Above all things, maintain
with the moft unfhaken attachment, the intimate
and general union of the ftates, without which
it will be impof{lible for their proiperity and
oreatnels to continue—be aflured, that this on-
ly can {ave the different {tates from inteftine dif-
cords and civil wars, or defend them from fo-
reign' Invafion and conqueft. Culuvate good
morals as highly eflential to free governments;
and religion, without which morals can have no
folid {upport. Be ever mindful, that civil fo-
cieties, elpecially thofe under repubhcan g0-
vernment, cannot {ubfift without due obedience
to the laws. Never confound licentiouinef{s
with liberty, and guard againft anarchy, as
much as againft tyranny. Difleminate, as much
as poflible, education and knowledge, which wiil
countervail that natural ariftocracy, which waill
exift more or lefs in the freeft ftates. Let not
ambition, or the {pirit of conqueft, but only
{elf defence, and the vindication of your rights,
prompt to wars. Obferve with facred hdelity
all national engagements, and never regard any
thing as founded 1n good pohcy, whlch is In-
confiftent with Ju{hce |

It does indeed {eem vain to expe& that the
beft conftituted governments, more than any
other human _1nﬂ1tut1_ons, can laft for ever. Like

the
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the human body, thelr natural - tendency is tb
diffolution.

¢¢ Proud cities vanifh, flates and realms decay,
“ The world’s unftable glories fade away.**

But there have been inftances of ftates endur-
“ing and flourifhing for many ages, by tracing
watchin g, guarding againft, and corr e&ting the
caufes of decadence and ruin; and by attending to
and renovating thole pr1nc1ples, which are cal-
culated to promote and {upport-their happlnefs
and duration. The United States promife a du-
ration as unexampled, as their greatnefls 1s {ud-
den; may the great Arbiter of human deftinies,
grant that their duration and profperity, may be
co-equal with the duratien of the world!

¥ H;ot;,le’s Taflo,
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