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AN

ORATION,

DELIVERED

THE FOURTH OF JULY, 1808,

IN THE
NORTI MEETING-HOTU SE,

™
PORTSMOUTH, N.H.

R ety

BY GEORGE WASHINGTON PRESCOTT,

« Hail the mild morning, waexe the dawn began,
« The fall fruitica of the hopes of man :

«« Where sage cxperience seals the sacred cause

# And that rarc union, liberty and laws,

“ Speaks to the reas’ning racc ; tG rrzenpoM rize

¢ Like them Be £Quaz, and like them be wise.”

POVPIC T OOPRIVIPISVIIVLOORROH

PRIRCE & GARDNER, PRINTERS.
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THE republican citizens of Portsmouth prescut
their thanks to GEORGE W. PRESCOTT, Esq. fo.
the excellent and patriotic Oration dclivered by him
on the 4th instant, and request a copy thereof for the

press,

WILLIAM RICE,
_ TT.
Jr%ﬂgmispﬁkgg A“; p Cemmitter of Arvanpemerl,

] JOSHUA BRACKETT,]
Portsmouth, July 6, 18+8. N

GEXTLEMER o

I am induced to comply with ~yoitr request threugh the
sathe considerations which prevailed with me 1o aceept the
honor of the appeintmient—-the ardent desire itk ~which I
am ever actuated 1o promote the best feelings of the Republican
Citizens of Portsmeuth---and to advance with my fieble aid,
the catse of honest political principles.——1ou are aware of the
very short time which was allowed me for preparation ; I -
am confident you <will afford that indulgence on accoant of its
litzrary defects, which it so obvicusly solicits.

- I am, Gentlenieny with due respeet,

L J

2 sur wery obedient servant. | -
G. W. PRESCOTT:

Messrs. Rics, Parrorr, Suaw, and BrackerT.
July 7, 1808,

G o O W OIRDER IR AN A MBS n T I gl L



"SRATION.

WE are assembled, Ferrow-CiTizENs,
to commemorate an event—which for two and thirty
years has afforded a theme of joyous gratulation, to
every AMERICAN throughout our wide extended
Country.

-{’kis ts the anniversary of a day, which witnessed
the creation of an era, in the history of the world—
which philanthropy proclaims, with all the fervor, and
the pride of sublimated vittue, shall be hailed through
all succceding time as the genuine epoch of real greatness,
the birth day of srERDOU-~0Of the pgolitical regeneraticn
of the worLD.

< Tt has ever béen the cnlichtened policy of civilized
hationis, to celebrate the return of those days which
have dfforded any memorable lesson to mankind, or
given birth to any “emarkabie event.—By calling our
attention to those zras,-by teviewing the causcs
which originated tiiem, the events of which they
teere productive ; and thie cliaracters who bore an
illustrious share in them ; their memory is rencwed
and perpetuated, and the impressions made on our
feclings, enlivened and strengthened. It 15 a recur-
Tence, as it were, “ 1o first principics,”’---and aftords us
a standard, by which our cendret may be measured
and appretiated ; a criterion by which 183 devinrior

L
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may be detected, and its resfifude restored.--By re-
viewing the sentiments and conduct of the fatbers of
the American Rewvelution--our love of wirtue is animated---

our feelings of gratitude enlivened, and our principles of
pairistism confirmed.

The consequences which have resulted to man.
kind from the declaration and achievment of our
nation’s independence, afford a subject of speculative
meditation, rich and exuberant to the friends of hu-
manity. The successes of our arms, did not cventu-
ate in the mere subversion of a fechler power——the
boasted slaughter of thousands of fellow-men—-whom
our own insatiable ambition, intolerance and oppres-
sion had made our enemiecs. INot, in 3 more accession
of dessolated territory, and of svealth puricined-~but in the
procureinent to oursclves of rational liberty—in the

cstablishment, on an imperishable basts, of the
iaherent rizhts of man.

Subjected to the arbitrary wills of a few despots—
subservient to the controul of their capricious pas-
stons—-the mass of our fellow beings had been made—
like the ox of the field—to toil the round of time—
to labour—vegitate, and die. The faculties of the
human mind had become almost totally obliterated ;
and proud man, who by the hand of Omnipotence
was ranked at the head of the wast gradation of
created beings—in a perfect state of universal equality
with his fellows—had become almost degraded, and
debased to an inferior order. Whence had this pro-
ceeded ?—it 13 to us an invaluable truth, ¢ That
«veéry inatvidua! upon whom the God of nature has
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imgressed the stamp of humanity, is. ertitied to all
the rights and prerogatives of man. - All being natur-
ally i a stare of perfect freedom and independence,
ought to regard cach other as brethren-—as fellow-
sovercigns of the world. Yet such has been the pre-
valence of the vile passions—the lust for power-——
that man, time immemorial, has invaded the rizhts
of man, asspmed prerogatives in defiance of the laws
of nature, and arrogated a sovereignty aver his fellows—
2 soversignly, my countrymen, which belongs only to
the supreme Governor of the Universe.  Hence originat.
ed imaginary gradations among men—hcnce the dis-
tinctions, Lords, and wassals—maflers and flaves—
hence the doctrine of servile submiission of the many
to the few!

. If werevert beyond the splendid cra of the Phani.
cians, the reputed inveators of the inky-record, to the
earlicst authenticated oral traditions—we shall note
the jarring influence of the turbulent passions on the
happiness and peace of the civil, and moral systems——
like the marring effects of the boisterous elemients on
the harmony and beauty of the natural,—'lis the
alliance of these tempestuous elements with power,
and fortune, that have cver produced the greatest
evils throughout the world. They have caused the
destruction, and total annihilation of nations and
empires—have trodden down and profaned the most
sacred orders, both civil and religious—have deluged
mankind in blood !—Inordinate and uncontrouled
ambiticn, has continually disturbed the peace of man-
kind with her dlexanders’, her Cefars' and her Charles’ ;
societics have been shocked with the horrid perpetra-
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tions of pygmalion avarics ; and unprincipled /u? for
domination has too frequcntly stained the pages of

history with the crimes of 3 Cataline, a Cram'wel! and
a Robertspiere,

*Tis from the corruption of the morals and virtue
of a people, that thesc passions shoot forth in produc-
tion of such characters. The basis of ambitious tyran-
ny,is the ignoranceof the people-—the extinction of vir-
iue and knowlédge in the human breast, and the incul-
cation of slavish fear, constitute the support, and policy
of the #yrant.—An acquaintance with the sciences, ais.
closes to man the dignity of his nature ; a total ignorance
thereof, makes him a fit instrument for every unwor-
thy purpose. These are the maxims of cvery despot ;
and invariably where these passions have had their
greatest sway--we shall there find the energies of the
people sunken in ignerance, effeminacy, and luxury.—
In support of these positions the pages of history
afford abundant proof, A Targuin could not succeed,
whilst the yeomanry of Rome could boast their Bratus’
Athens could not be subdued, till luxary and vice had
Ostracised her Aristides, her Cymons, her Thucidides.
But the disgrace of human nature, the reign of igno-
rance, and the baser passions is more fully exhibited,
in those shocking days of fendal distortions; when po-
pish ariifice and intrigue had made mankind mere
‘““ beasts of burthen,”~—literature and the arts had
ceased to flourish ; yeaalmost toexist. Thespirit of
man wasdepressed to that degrading state that the ver-
‘ncst knave could wear the title of Heaven’s vicegerant ;

and whilst receiving Joly adsoration from thousands
around hur, weuld be perpetrating, under the shield
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of the sacred appellation, the mest shotking and ig-
mminious Crimes.

But happxly abont the bcgmning of the ﬁftccnth
eentury, when the daring hand of Luzber had rent the
veil of the temple of superstition ; which for ages had
concealed the deformity and wickedness of the church
of Rome; the * sun of science,” burst throutrh the
misty clouds which had long, imperviously bemghtcd
the native energies of the human soul ; and man was
enabled to perceive the degradation he was suffering
from the rank of man ; to discera those civil rights
which by nature appertained to him ; and to distin-
guish the true religion of his Gop, from the farcical,
ridiculous and blasphemous systems ot papal inven-
tion. The famous Swalkaldzic confederacy was form-
ed, which successfully opposed the mighty engines of
papal power and oppression, and which bounded the
extensive, subjugating and ambitious views of the
German Emperor.

It was at this period, that the discovery of this
Western world became a matter of general intercst :
Jt was then a mcre wilderness ; the savage and the
wild beasts of the forest, were then, alinost, the oniy
lords of its soil ; hut as it were from an auspicious
¢ pre-arrangement and redisposition of things, it
seemed peculiarly ma~ked out by heaven, as the
destined abode of civil and religious freedom. And
lest persecution should destroy those illustrious r.-
formers—was seen offering itself, as an asylum to thc
oppressed of all naticns ; as a sanctuary for liberty.
wlien driven from the Eastern climes, and haunted
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from every other quarter of the globe. This spfrit of
Jiberty, brought hither by our forefathers, has ever-
found a soil congenial to its nature ; has ever flour-
ished in its native luxuriance; has ever grown with
our growth, and stremgibened with our strength’ ; and
though Great-Britaln, often strove tc subdue, and
crush this spirit ; still did Liberty, Anteus-like, grow
stronger by the ‘struggle ; and that proud and
haughry nation was at last compelled, with hessitat-
ing voice, and reluctant hand, to acknowledge us
free, sovereign, and independent,

It 1s not my intention, had I time, and ability, to
mnterest you in the course; to narrate, particularly,
the great, and interesting events which produced,
and which flowed from the American "revolution ;
They have been too often minutely descanted on ;
too repeatedly discusscd, to require at this moment, a
partrcular recital ; they are ably delincated 1in the
history of our country ; and there are too many pre-
sent who bore a conspicuous part, in the impressive
drama of these days; to render necgssary such an
address to your sensibilities.

The successful exertions of the illustrious little
band of heroes, who braved all dangers to preserve.
inviolate thuir civil and religious rights—to secure
them from the iryn grasp of the despots of the old

warld—the success of our fathers in the revolution-
ary contest—-their display of heroism, of patriotism,
and of virtue,—affords a lesson to ourselves too force-
ful and impressive ever to be obliterated by the hand

of time.——As colonists te the mather country, their love



1%

of ‘order and of peace, rendered them ‘obedient and
submissive to her authority, when rightfully exerted,~
but when thosc sacred privileges became menaced,
when she extended towards them the deadly hand of
despotism and oppression, 2bey aroe in their might,~
and though without the aid of military succour, des
void of arms, and destitute of 2l the ordinary means
to carry on successful warfare, they dared to oppose a
disciplined host of powerful foes ; they fought, and

conquered-——Nor should the event surprise us—they
were UNITED—They reflected

—* Th3t v17s, like ev’ry other blessing,
% Derives ity oalye from its sue alone;
242t~ * Not for itself~bnt for a noblcr end
s Th' Eternal gave it——aad that ¢od s virtus,
* When incooustent with a greater good,
% Reaton commands to cast the less away ;
“ Thas life with loss of weqlis 12 well preservd,
“ And riatve cheaply sav'd with Loss or cirs.

Stimulated by these noble, and ennobling sentiments,
why should we wonder at the i1ssue—for

«— They have great odds,
¢ Against th’ astorish’d soas of violeace,
“ Who fight with awsue yustice on their side:

The fruits which we have since realized—the benefits
which we at the present pertod enjoy-—is the result,
my fellow-citizens, of the encountered perils of our
fathers in the revolutionary struggle. It was the
struggle of wirfue, opposed to wsurpation---it was a con-
test between right and prerogative--and right pre-
vailed.---Hence did America present to the world, the
nrzw and august spectaele, of a people not compelled
by forcign invasion, nor convulsed by civil war, con-
vening ¢ voluntarily, deliberating fully, and deciding
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dalmily on & fornd of constitution which was t¢ bind
themeeives and- their pokﬁrify’é’-i‘-“-lt would be superfluous
3 e’ 10: repeat the encomiunis so justly and almost
universilly acéorded to thé administration of govern.
ment formed underit. It salutary 2nd invigorating
effects speak its wirmest eulogium, 2id give an cxe

perimental answez 16 the sophistry and declamation
of its enemids and dﬂtractors.”

But, my Fdlow-szens, a¥e we secure in these
enjoyments ? are we certain that -we shall be enabled
to preserve them to ourselves s and to hand them
down inviolate'to’ generatichs yet to follow us ?
This is our confident. trust ;- our boasted hope ; but
yet, to this end,  with what impartial care aught
we to watch o’er prefudice and passion-—nor trust toc
much the jaundicéd cye of party——We sirould hence-
forth renounce its hot determinations, that confines
@il merit and all virtue to 1tself.” -

At this momentous crisis, when dll the strength
aud energies of our country should be concentratéd
and exerted to protect our rights, our hberties and
‘national sovereignty, against infringement frori the
powerful and overbearing bellige’rcnt nations of
Europe—this fell demon party, more destructive to
our national vigour than the death-preducing Upas to
animal life—is seen rearing its baleful front, and me.
nacing with hagpard visage the destruction of the
sacred charter of our hiberties,—Ta serve its selfish
purposes, it shifts its #itle, as oft as Proteus did bis
shape~But whether marshalled by a Hamilton, or guidcd
by a Pickering—whether attempting to cover its views
by the virtues of 2 WasHINGTON, or the influgnce of
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aii ADAMS~—fzdzralism cannot conceal its native defof-
mity=—it will be ﬁa'em!i:m still.

However versed may be the leaders of this party,
in the history of ancient Republics—however tho-
roughly they may be read, in their progress, decling
and fall—however sanguine may be their expectations
and calculations that such will be the fate of ours—
yet, I trust the people of America will ever retain
discernment enough to perceive, and virtue cnough
successfully to oppsse their wily and insidisus wviewws.
Whence 15 this abuse of the able, virtuous characters
who administer our Naticnal Government—-—what
1s it ? but the rankerous ebullitions, which have their
origin in the blasted hopes of disappointed partizans—
And what is to be expected from a change, from a
triumph of federalism ? What but an clevation to
power of men wis will, as past occurrences shew,
disregard your rights, and trample on your dear
bought indcpendence.

‘The leaders of this faction boast of supcricr patrict-
ism—\Ve look in vain for evidence to support this
pretension.  Have they ever sacrificed ought of per-
sonal interest to advance the public good ¢ Secarch
their whole history, and we shall scarch in vain for
one solitary act of disintcrested patriotism.  Se/fish
ambitisn, ard cver-weaning lust for power, constitutes
the stimulating motives which actuate their conduct.

Proceeding upon the principles which governed
the aspiring demagogues of ancient Greece :md Rome,
they bhave ever assailed the <irtwe of our Repubiic—

C
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have ever endeavored to blast the merited ﬁme of every
active, bonest patrict. Like them thev would make
you blind to your true interests—1bey would make you
ingrates. ‘They perceive too well the barrier to their
wishes—they would have you forget the faithful,

long tried services of those distinguished characters,
whom you have so deservedly elevared to the guar-

‘dian-ship of your liberties——They know too well that
could they effect this—-~could they cause you to sstra-
cise your present illustrious politica’ futher, your watchful,
patriotic JEFFERSON, that very Aristides of your
country——could they induce you to proscribe your
Mapisows, your CLinToNs, and your LANGDONS—
‘those centinels of liberty, they would be enabled to
prostrate your sovercignty, and would friumph o’er

your folly.

They have stiled themsefves the rrur political dis.
ciples of that pre-eminently illustrious hero and states-
man, the founder of our empire, the immortal

WASHINGTON !—but it is as true in politics asin

morals, that ¢ it is disgraceful to erect a sanctuary for
our wicez, upon the wirtues of others.”

A simple recurrence to Washington’s address to
Lis tellow countrymen, at the close of his Presidency,
- could any thing have the eftect, would make them
blush at the artful and preposterous assumption.—-
Imagination cannot conceive of a more scvere stric-
ture on the conduct of federalists than is comprised
in the pages of this invaluable writing.—To divide,
distract, and disunite our country has been the im-
mediate tendency of all their cfforts.  They have en-
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5
deavoured to ¢ disturb our Unisn by furnishing greund,
for characterising partics, by geographical discriminations.”’

WaseHINGTON Inculcates union, as the sole and life
of our Republic. He warns us to be guarded against
the influence and spirit of party——And yet I am
almost led to believe that they consider it as the for-
lerin bope, as the only mean of attaining the accom-
plishment of their views—they appear to have their
hopes encouraged, in contemplating the sentiment
thus expressed by that departed sage. ¢ Party spirit
is to governments of a popular form, their worst
enemy. The disorders and miscries, which thence
result, gradually inclinc the minds of men to seck
security and repose in the absolute power of an ind:-
vidual ; and sooner or later the chict of some prevail-
ing faction, more able or more fortunate than his
competitors, turns this disposition to the purposes of
of his own elevation, on the ruins of public liberty.”
If this 1s not the case, to what shall we ascribe the
violence of their conduct—'1 heir perpetual hostility to
the present administration. Have they ever appre-
bated a smngle measure which has flowed from this ad-
ministration, during the seven years of its cferatici——
Yave they not, on the contrary, ewithout discriminaticn,
virulently opposed them ?—Nay, even the acts of
British tyranny, which have recently assailed our
nation’s sovercignty ; have from this source found-0 ;
disgrace to our country! apologists, yea advocates in cur land.

Hence it was that Lovssrina, previcus to its barg
purchased, was deserving a contest of arms, the lives cof
thousands of our fellow creatures——affericards, wiien
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peacefully obtained, it 52 1ts palue, and was not werih
retaining !

In perfect consistency with this systematized op-
position, is found the present attempts of this party
to elevate themselves to office, by a perverted and dis-
terted use of a late measure of the National Govern.
ment, the act laying an embargo on our commerce.—
This was a measure dictated in prudencs, and which
grew out of the pacific policy of our country,

The political commotions of Europe, which have
Jong agitated the EFastern werld, have at length reached
us, and menzce the peace and prosperity of our nation.
The restrictions iraposced upon neutral cominerce by
the two great and powerful, belligerent nations of
Furope, rendered this measure the only remaining
alternative of war. Yet conscious of this truth,
knowing it to be beyond comparison the lesser cvil,
they are, when every principle of virtue, of honesty
and religion, should induce them to UNITE, torally
round the insulted sovereignty of their country—
endeavouring to unnerve the arm of Government,
by fallaciously attributing the /s we thence do
necessarily cxperience, to this measure of precaution,
rather than to their proper sourse—the agitations and
collisions of cantending Lurope.

| They have insulted your integrity, your principles
of patriotistm, by attempting to excite your prejudices,
through the mcdium of your serdid siterests——Ycet
vou will not heed it—but to avenge the indignity---
¥or if, my countirymen, ¢ wg can prevent the woces,
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the cruel horrors of a bloody war—Yet hold un.
touch’d our liberties, and laws ;

O let us, rair’d above the terdid gbere
OF little selfish passions~=NoBLY DO 37T 7

But for this bane~—this gorgon monster party,
America, the real Canaan of the world, would appcar
to convulsed and oppressed Europe, as a paradise ¢n
earth--Yct restless and ambitious men, sickening at

the “ dull pursuits of civil life,”” would feign marr this
beavenly aspect.

It has been asserted by some, that 2 government
which places the supreme power in the bands of an
individual, is founded in nature, and 1s best adapted
to the genius and disposttions of man—or, in other
words, that the sovercignty ought not to be vested
in the people, who are incapable of governing,  The fal-
lacy of thiz position, the erroncousness of its princisie,
1s sufhcaently attested in the happy cxistence of our
own polity=—and what has before been eobserved of
the daagerous tendency of power in conacction “with
the passions, show at lcast the fatal consequences,
which would be likely to cnsue frorm such an cstab-
lishment. Where the privilege of governing 1s made
the permanent preregative of birth,~——a suppression of the
mcans of cducation, rather than a promotion, would
too pfobably be sought, And as cvery system,
which discourages the cultivation of science, tends to
the degradation of the human character, who will be
so absurd as to call this the onily rational govera-
ment.—Is there an advaocate in our land for such a
system {—I will pronounce Liim an exsiic in cur cime,
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or if indiginous, the eorruption of a court has poisoned his
principles.

It has justly, and with enthusiasm been advanced,
that a free government has a natural, and inseparable
connection, with ecvery .rpem.r of possible excellence—
and hence as knowledpe is the fundamental pillar in the
temple of Liberty, it is, consequently the peculiar ob-
ject of our laws, to extend the means of information
to cvery grade and order of its citizens ; and so com-
pletcly is it effected, that a total ignorance of the rudi-
ments of learning, is considered a crime almost, in her
poorest individuals. ¢ Curiosity, speculation, inves-
tigation, and every specics of mental excrtion, 1s here
emansipated, from despotic restrictions, from the
enslaving chains of Monkish superstitian.

Here even the peasant lizhts his flambeau at the
hallowed shrinc of philosophy, and the humblest re-
ligionist burns incense on his cwas altar to the God of
nalure.

And, shall we sport with thesc invaluable blessings ?
—Shall it be ewer said we omCE were independent=—
WC o7ice \WCTC Tirtusis, We onee Were fre

Forbid o Heaven ! ja"bzd -0 ! my
Countrymen /
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