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DISCOURSE, &ec
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IN his fifth chapter of the Epiftle to the Gas

~latians, at the firft verfe, the Apoftle Paul,
thus addrefles thofe Chriltiang :

c‘c Sm.nd f‘f/?: t}jggc_ﬁ;*rc, n the liberfy whereswiti
Chrig bath made us free, and be not entang.
led again with the yoke of bondage.’”

THE words have 'ﬁirtjcular reference to
the Jewifh xitual, the Law given by Mofes. This
our Saviour had abolifhied as a difpenfation at-
tennded with difficulty, and inconvenience, by reafon

of its numerous, its complicated, its burdenfome
rites and ceremonies,

CerTAIn judaifing teachers, attached tc the
ancient, the lorg accuftomed fyftem of their fath.
ers, were defirous to reftore it to its former influ.
ence and iuthority, and accordingly enjoined it, as
a maiter of effential obligation and importance.
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 Jeavous for their trueft intereft, the Apofila
would have them feel, the fuperior worth, and ex.
cellence, of the ftate to which they were broughs
by the Coipel, and {ftand faft in the Liberty where.
with they were made free.

Tur obligation is by no means configed, to the
religibus liberty, which by the Gofpel, Chrift has
fecured to his Difciples ; it extends equally to the
civil rights, and advantages, which Jow from him,
as the conftituted governor among the nations.——-
In his exalted ftate, Jefus the Son of God, has ali
power, in heaven, and on earth—he is made head,
cver all things, for the Church—he conduéls, the
various events of providence, witha view to the fi-
nal eftablifhmeat, and glory of his kingdo:h;;by
him kings reign, and princes decree juftice, All
the kingdoms of the world are under his cammand,
tho many of them are, as yet, wholly unacquainted
- with, and others, proudly, refuie to own and fub.
mit to, him, yet the time is coming, when the king-
dom, and dominion, and the greatnefs of the king-
dom under the whole heaven, fhall be given, to the

people, of the faints of the moft high, and all na-
tions fhall ferve, anid cbey him. Then he fhall

reign over a willing, and obedient people. In the
mean time, for that univerfal prevalence of his
Kingdom, he is preparing the way, by many, and
furprifing revolutions, in human affairs ; and in
oppofition to all the defigns, and combinations of
his enemies, he will eftablith an univerfal dominion,



* ¢ 5 )

6? truth, righteanfnefs, and peacein theearth. He
will put down all rule, and authority ; break every
0ppreﬂfwe yoke ;—the world of mankind, will be
united;, as one family, inthe moft cordial affetion ;
nation, will not lift up {word, againft nation j—
wars and defolations will ceafe ;=—cach porticn of
the human race, independecntly free, from the do-
minion, and controul, of all others, in the tull
poﬂ'eﬁion, of the moft valuable rights, and liberties,
both avil, and religious, will fit under their own
vine, and fig tree, and none, fhall make them afraid.

To fuch a happy ftate of things, the prophetic
pages of divine revelation affure us, the world is

progrefﬁng, under the conitituted government, of

thePrmce of Peace. In fuch quictude, and hap-
p:,},,.fs.. the commotions, and tumults, the difor-
ders and confufion, which have hitherto, fo

generally prevailed on earth, will terminate, when
Chrift fhall take to himfelf his great power, and
reign king of nations, as he is king of faints,
'THE wife, obfesving Chriltian, cannot but dif-
cern, in the mighty events of providence, the ful-
filment of prophccies ; and from their confpicuous
accomplifhnent, in paft, and pafling fcencs, will de-
rive high confirmation to his faith, and hope, re-
fpedting thofe, which time, has not yet tHultrated.

Amoxc the great, and interciting events, which
have paffed under the moral government of God, the
American Revolution, holds a very conipicuous
place.
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Tuz Day we celebrate, has formed a pew, and
tmportant Epoch, in the hiftory of the world; an
Era, memorable, not only in the annals of our own;.
but, almoft equally, diftinguithed in the computa.
gions of other countries, |

THx yoke of bondage, fram which, by that hap.
Py event we were fet at liberty, together with the
{ubfequent bleflings, and advantages, of our inter.
elting fituation, have juft claini, on the prefent oc-
cafion, to our gratetul recolle@ion,——Nor will
it be unfuitable, to fuggel a few thoughts, on the
bzl adapted means, of fecuring and perpetuating,
the liberty, with which we were made free, #

TrE Yoke of Bondage, was a foreign Govem.f
ment, at the diftance of three thoufand mjles s—A
government in which our country was not repre-
fented ; in the councils, and deciflions of whi'c"h,‘
1t had 10 voice; over which it had no inﬂueﬁce.f
-~~~The claim of that foreign government was no.
thing lefs, than the abfolute and unlimited right, to
“ enaét laws, binding upon usin al] cafes whatfo-
ever.”’

ITwas not fornuch the rigor, withwhich that claim
had hitherto been exercifed, or the aftual burdens,
which its operation had then produced, as its prin.:
ciple, which excited alarm, and called forth a de.
tzrmined fpirit of oppofition, for the principle, once
admitted, and eftablithed, would preclude all com,
plaint of fubfequent evils. ’

S
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S0 long as we were dependent on Great Britain,
%e were, neceflarily, fubjeted to her feelings, and
views; and fubfefvient, to her intereft: all our
public meafures, muft be of fuch complexion, and
tendency, as to fuit her convenience, and accord
with her advantage: our laws, muft be fanétioned
by the royal affent, before they could operate ; our
navigation and commerce, were under reftrictions,
which regarded her own, father than our emolus
ment,—Through her hands alomne, were we 2llow.
ed, to receive the produétions, or manufaltures,
of any other nations: and the articles, in any in.
ftances, obtaincd from them mult be carried to
fome one of her ports, however difficult, and rir-
cuitous the voyage, before they could be brought
to ours. -

ManoracTures, of various, and important
kinds, were either totally prohibited, or carried on
under reftritions, by which their advantage was
greatly diminithed,

In addition to thefe evils, it was a peculiar un.
happinefs, that our connexion with Britain, render-

_ed ug, neceflanily, fharers, in all the wars, in which,
on any account, fhe was engaged, with different
nations of the earth. We were not at liberty to
judge of their neceflity, expedience, or juftice, but,
upon lier declaration of hoftilities, were immedi-
ately involved in all the calamitous effedts, and

fubjetted to the full weight of all the confequences.



So long as we were an acknowledged part-of the
empire, to difpute her authority, or dilobey flen
orders, was denominated treafon, and rebellioh,
and {ubjected us, to her indignation, . and refents
ment, If, indeed, fhe had a right to.command,
fhe muft have, an equitable claim, to punifh every
alt, of difobadience, to her authority. - . .

Tars was « yoke of bondage, from which noth-
ing but the independence of our country could:fet
us ftee: | |
. To diffolve the ties by which the two countries had
been held in connexion; was not the original de-
fign, of the patriotic leaders in our revolution. An
amicable adjuftinent, of all matters in difpute,
was attempted, by repeated petitions, and the moft
folemn affurances of cheerful fubjeion, to an
equitable, juft, and conftitutional . exercife of au.
thority. Hence, for more than a year, preceding
the declaration of Independence, a defenfive war,
was carried on by our country, in hope of accom-

modation.
But when all profpect failed ; when uncondix

tional fubmiffion became the evident, the only al-
ternative, with manly firmnefs, the galling voke
wa$ difdained, and the edit, of perpetual {eparas
tfon, pafled and figned.

- Ox that interefting occafion, it is faid, HAN-
COCK, then Prefident of Congrefs, appeared .1n
their hall, with his pen, in one hand, and a fword
in the other,
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- Heaven, by its fmiles, appeared to approve the
deed, and. by remarkable interpofitions, gave it fulk
cfel ¢ all tations-acceded to it ; and by a peace,
as honorable, as it was advantageous, all difputes
were terminated, and amity reftored, between the
now, difmembeted branches of the empire.

Manvy,and great, are the fubfequent advantages,
of dur independent rank: among the nations.
. To a& for ourfelves ; to fay how we will be

governcd 3 who fhell rule over ue; by what lawe

and regulations, we will be reftrited ; to regulate
cur own commerce; to eftablifh fuch manufaétures,
as we may judge the {tate of our country to
admit 3 to form fuch connexions with other na-
tions, as we think proper, and ufetul ; to delibera
ate freely, and without reftraint, on all important
national gqueltions ; to confult our national intereit,
and proiperity; and adopt all fuch meafures, as in
our eftimation, are conducive to the great end.

Ws arc at hiberty, if we pleafe, to extend our
commerce to every part of the globe ; and in all
feas, the flag which difplays the fovereignty, of our
confederated republick, has been waved :—among
the nations in the four quarters of the earth, it has
been generally refpeéted. To almolt every land
inhabited by human beings, favage or civilized,
bave been wafted the fruits of American induftry,
ar the prodv s of American art and ingenuity.

B
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- In the orginal compa& or ccnfedetation, tWas
foon ‘found, a want of energy and authority, fuffic
cient to carry into effe® the refolutions; which
wete conceived mmpottant to the national fecurity,

L]

anid happinefs. ' S
'WHiLE each ftate in the uniofi, by -refufing tor
comply with the views, and wifhbles, of ‘the general

government, could obftrull, or defeat the objelt in

v'i'éw_; nothing could be, certainly, effetted
for tharinefficient fyftem ; the federal conftitution,
became a happy fubftitute. No fooner was it
adopted, than it gave a mew complexion to the
union, producing 2 meafure of profperity unknown
to ourfelves, and, almoeft to any  other country.
Thofe who, at firft, had their doubts, refpefting
the expediency or utility, of fome of its branches;
by its operation, and effets, were foon convinced,
and heartily approved it.  An higher evidence can«
not be given, or defired, of the excellence of any
fyftem of government, than tne profperity of the
country, which is under its adminiftration.
SvsTeMS in theory, may make a pleafing, and
promifing appearance, but thofe {yftems, are cer<
tainly beft, which, in their operation, produce the
greateft fhare of national enjoyment, and happinefs,
In this refpet our nation has not as yet;'and we
have reafon to believe, will not in future, find oc-
cafion, to regret its adoption. One of its peculiar
excellencies, which may:jufltly fecure it the confi-




( v )
dence of every American, is, that it.carries with it
provifion, for fuch amendments, and alterations, as

the ftate of the union, or the wifhes and views of
the people, thall at any time requisa.

- From a government thus fubjetted to revifion,
and an adminiftration liable, by the fuffrages of a
- free and-enlightesed people, to be periodically, and

frequently changud, there is ‘nothing ta he feared,

While its praifes are refounded thro the nations of
the earth, juftly may it be expefted from the citi-
zens of our own country, to receive cheerful, and
zealous fupport. On this one bottom, Americans
are all embarked. However diverfified in opinion,
refpeting particular meafurés, the independence,
the liberties. and corflitution of our country, it i3
prefumed, all muit with to preferve. The means
moft conducive, under providence, to this great
and defirable end, let us now briefly {uggeit.

- Tge firfl, obvious, and interefting idea, which
prefents to our minds, is, a firm belief, and devout
acknowledgment, of GOD, and Providence, with

a confequent humble regard, to iae diftates, and
duties of religion.

MopzerN philofophifts, rerouncing the idea of a
God, and Providence, have [ubftituted the names
¢ Nature, Fate, and Fortune.”” They fuggeft,
that the idea of 2 monarch-above, as inconfiitent,
with the prelervation of a republick below, that

nature is the only {fupreme being ; and the
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only - providence, the.: affociation’ of  minkind,.
in - literty, . and equality ; :that man- when- free,-
wants ao other divinity: than himfelf ;- that reafon.
dethrones, both, the kings of:the earth; and the:
king'of heaven.; that every other republick, than
that of atheifls, is a chimera, It reje&s divine re~
velation ; -reprobates the inftitutions, and ordinans
ces of religion ; abolifhes. the: Chriftian {fabbath 3.
fets men‘at liberty, from all the obligations” of pis
€y, sad morality 3 cpene.wide the door to every
fpecies of licentioufnels, vice and folly ; a philolo.
phy ¢ falfly fo called,’? which teaches the gloamy
idea, that * death is an everlafting fleep.”

‘FHos3 licentions principles and opinions, Whu:b.
are * fubverfive of the foundations of ali religious,
moral.and focial obligations;which have a tendency,
to promote profanity, and irreligion ; degrade the
chara&er of man, and deprive him of his hopes of
felicity in a future, and better life’’~~thele are 2
fource of greateft danger to our country. - The art.
ful and .induftrious diffemination, of fuch. prin-
ciples, and opinions among -our citizens, is believe
ed to be, a political engine, in high operatign at
the prefent crifis,again{t our republican conftitution:

WourLp we ftand faft in our liberty, .civil and
religious, it.concerns us carefully to watch, and
firmly to withftand, thofe baneful principles : for
fhould we renounce the God of our fathers ;. fhould
we give up the {yltem of religion, the inflitutions,



fu&'erﬁd -Eyery hardﬂup, in the ougma,l fetdemen;
of our country, what could we reafonably. gxpeét,
byt that he will forfake us, and give 'up this . fair
inheritance to reproach ! R

. ATHEISN, infidelity, and vice, may, undcr the
11ghteaus government of Gad, be fuffered to . prol-
per for a-time ;) but it is the declarauon of eternal
truth, which the events pf ages have *c‘onﬁrme‘:_l:,
and illuftrated, that ¢ righteoulnefs-exalteth a na-
tion, but fin is the reproach of .any people.” - By.
prevailing jmpiety, and irreligion, a holy God may.
be provoked to withdraw his protection, and guid-
ance ; ‘he. may . give up eur _counc,iis, to blinduefs
and delufion, or our citizens to a fpirit of jealoufy
and difaffeCtion, until the infidious arts; of fecret
difguifed enemies, tnvolve us in. the ¢ tncalculable.
mifchicf, and mifery, they have brought on other
countries.”’———-Let the breaft, then, which is fired.
with a patriotic ardor; for the independence, and
liberty of our country, for the prefervation - of its
privileges, civil and religious, be impreffed with the.
great idea, of 2 God, and Providence, and be ac-
tively engaged, in the caufe of pure religion,————
The truly good man, is the beft friend of his coun-
try, the molt energetick fupporter of its indepen.
dence and happinefs. A wile, virtuous, and reli-
gious people, cannot be miferable, becaule God:
will never forfake them * he may vifit their ¢ tranfe
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greffions with firipes, and their iniquities with the
rod, but his loving kindnefs he will rot take from .
them, nor {uffer his faithfulnefs to fail.”’

;- lae fubordisiation to what. has been now rcmarku
cd, I addw—— R

“To_ the prefervation of our Indcpendence, and.
leerty, it is of high importance we thould poflefs,
. and cherlfh, a truly mde;)endent {pirit, and a&

with independent. vfews, ard Sesdngs. *

- Tz idea, that .a free, and mdependent peeple,
ﬁ:euld be fubjeted to the will, or devoted to the’
pcliucal views, and- interefts, of any other nation,
is prepofterous, and abfurd.

In the prefent ftate of our country, we hear it
often alledged that part of its citizens, are afting
nnder the influenice, and with a view to the interelt
of Bntam, and part as guided by affeltion to, and
mtereﬁed in, the mealures of France. The idea,
on the one fide, and on the other, is probably pro-
duced, rather by the prejudices, and fufpicions of
party, than by the real views of cither,w—But if
any. are aftuated by fuch foreign attachments, on
the one hand, or on the other, I {cruple not to dif-
fent from both : both are wrong. The interelt of.
our own country, sught to be the united objeét or
its citiz ens. We can be no otherwife interefted in
the politicks, or convulfions of Europe,than,asmen,
and Chriftians, to feel for the miferies, in which
mifguided. councils, and' ambitious views, involve
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chem: ' Plaved at the diftance of 2 thoufand leaguies,
why fhould we, be guided by their pohucks CF.
embroiled in their contefts ¢ 3
- It is; indeed, defirable; and impottant, to have
a friendly, commercial, intercourfe with all, but
political ties with none : to vindicate, 2nd maintain,
our conflitution, government, and liberties, again{t
the interfering claims of every power on ecarth 3
to admit no foreign influence into our <councils 3
to have no national attachmentss This, it is pre-
fumed, is charaQeriftick of the great body of the
people thro the United States : in principle, as well
as in name, they are Ameticans, attached to théir
country, and their country’s caufe ; engaged in des
fence of its government, its conftitution, and the
authorities; which are fanltioned by the public
voice; difpofed to render to all, the honour, refpe,
ahd fubjeCion, which their ftations juftly demand ;
and, under- the fteady adminiftration, of the gov-
ernment they Lave chofen, to ¢ lead 2 quiet and
peaceable life.” _ |
.“SucH an independent fpirit; and conduét, mufk
hidve a happy tendency to fecure our national dig-
nity and happinefs ; fer when the body of the peos
ple, are 2&tuated by fuch patriotick concern, for the
profperity of their country, it will have a falutary
tnfluence on their ele&ion of men to the high and
important ftations, in government; it will lead
them to fix their attention on the able and faithful
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o thé Eaﬁd—-non niens of knowd- and ﬂpptcm&
| imn ge~<on mven of -religion, and- mtegrﬂy——mt
fen ¢ who fear God,’ aid hate tovetonfhefs ;
“who will not facyifick; the caufe entrufted to thﬂ'ﬂ
to the intrigues, or menices of any foreign power. -

- UNDER the contrivanee and: managemem of
fiien, @ government perfedt in it fyﬂ:em, or ddmid
- Htration; is fiot to be axpe@ed:: ‘in poirit of prinicid
- ple, and exetution; ours has;- pmbably, the feﬁ'eﬂi

1mpetfe&whs of ady now exifting: |

* A vowstiveTion, formed utider alf thie ddvans
iéges of ool deliberation, adopted alter tie fudicls
‘difcufbion of its principles, its excellences and des
fols ; and fince its adoption; committed, by the
very united fufirages of a difcerning people, to-the
adminiftration of men, highly ddhngmﬂzcd for als
ents, and infegrity.’ g

From his chofen retitenent, aWASHINGTON,
‘who had fuccefsiully led its armies, was firft called
to prefide over the councils and interefls of hia
country. When Je withed, 2gain td relinquifh the
cates of publick life, ADAMS, was defignated to
the high, and important truft, The repeated fut-
frages of a well informed people, conflitute their
higheft eulogy. 'The world has,long fince, known
and proclaimed, their worth, Under their fteady
pilotage, the American bark, has been hitherto
condutted, - with fuch prudent caution, amidft
threatning tempefts, and dangers, as to have efcap-
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sd: it conmmifions of Europes. . Thelr. tried patris
otifm, their approved wifdom, and firmnefs, . enti-
tle" -them. to- the .torfidehce "of- their”brethren s
atd tay jultly idfpire the pleafing hope, that by
the: guidarice of the- mighty Councellory. they will
vet;be.erabled,. in the high places they fefpettives.
ly: fill, to lead- us in paths of peacé; and-fafety: '
. A good degtee of confidence in thofe; who by
the public voice ate placed in any diftinguithed ftas
tions; is of high importance, to the operation, and
continuanté, of free republican governments. A
Ipirit of diftruft and jealoufy, leads diretly to ans
grchy ; while the mifeties refilting fiom populaz
commotians, and temuits, tend nateraily; to arbi.
trary government.—~—=To the prefervation of our
wndependente, and- geace, it is then, peculiarly im-
poriant, that our civil ghides, fhould: poffefs the
confidente of the people.

- Uintox and harmorniy may be juftly cotifidered
is anothet eminently impbreant rieans, of prefervs
ifg our-independence, dnd libefty, A divided peo-
ple: muft be always' unhappy, always in danger.
It is 2 ‘maxim of etetnal truth—<< A" kingdom di-
vided againft itfelf, cannot ftand. P’s—eThete may
indeed be diverf; ty of opinions, and yet the com.
monwealtn receive no detriment ; but if oppo-
fitior. of opinion, be fuffered to produce alienation

of heart, to iffue in rancorous feelings, to break

forth in hard names, fevere inve&tives, in animofi-

C
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t7; ﬁnfe, and dﬁntmon, the beft caﬁfé wm Be lﬁ-r
jared. - y
. SrALL l be excuféd, if; on this occaﬁon, I ﬂk&
the liberty to fuggeft an apprehenfion, that on dbethe-
{ides of our. political difputes, a fpirit of pa.‘tyhas
been much to¢ warm, and carried toc far, - On
both fides, "probably, many things have been faid;.
and done; more from an oppofition of feehngs, |
than of opinion. B

.. Is it not high time that bitternefs, wraﬂl angery
clamour, and evit fpeaking, together with all mal.
ice be laid afide, and that as imperfe@ beings, -fens

fible we are alike {ubje&ted, to error, and miftake;
we be kindly affetiomate, snietowardsanother, cand-
id and forbearing ; that if we differ in opiniony we
may at lealt agree unitedly to refer the publiccauiey

in' which we are equally intereited, to the decifion
of Providence, under the management of thofe,

who are providentially entrufted with its guidance
"and direCtion.——=The right of government,. wa
muft all égtae, 1s veflted in the conflituted authori-
ties, in thofe who are felefted to that particular, bu-
ﬁnefs, by the voice of the people; nor can there
be reafon to fuppofe, other claffes of men ate more
competent to judge of our national mtereﬁs, or
more likely to guide them with wxfdpm,and ﬁdehty.
—The right to infpec the condu of rulers, and
with decent freedom, rcmgrk on public meafures,

will not be denied ; it is of high importance to 2
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free government. - -But if uader this idea, men in
office  are mifreprefented, defamed, and reproach.
ed, the principle of liberty is certainly loft, in an
odious, and criminal licentioufnefs. |
. -'THe liberty of the Prefs, every true American
will advocate : but no fober minded and intelligent
perfon can fuppofe, that liberty to confift in the
right of publithing, indifcriminately, tryth, and
falfehood ; of cafting abroad fire brands, arrows,
and death; or giving vent to turbulent and re.
fentful paffions. As well might we fuppofe true
liberty of adtion, to confift, in doing to thofe whom
we diflike, whatever our refentments may diftate ;
in dealing about our blows, to the woundmg, and
1njury of their perifons,

. THE diflin@ionbetween liberty,and hcenuoufncfs,
~ ig of the utmoft importance, and ought to be facred-
ly regarded.————1I add, for the prefervation of
our independence, 2nd liberty, it may become ne-

ceflary, to make occafional provifion, for natioral
defence.

SUCH 1s the moral ftate of the world—{uch the

corruption and depravity of the human charaéter,
that difputes will arife.  Mifunderftandings, mo-

tives of national m'ere&,bonor, ambaition, and pride,
will foment difputes, and contentions. The moft

pacifick, and inoffenfive people, will not always
have it in their power, to.give fatisfattion to fur.
rpunding nations; toaét a part, fo confeffedly im-
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partial, efpecially in feafons of prevailing contefis,
and jea.lauﬁes, as to fecure them from the ‘difplea.
fure, and r&fentment, of one; or other, of the cone
tending nations; !
In all fubjedts of difference, to have recourfe to
nmicable negociation, is wife, and virtuous,and emec
inently becoming Chriftian nations. But unhap.
pxly, this defirable mode, is not always fuccefsful; |
WitH regret, we have found, repeated over-
tures, from our Government, to fail. Such, how«
ever, is the ardor of the Supreme-Executive, for
peace, that Envoys are, z third time, appointed for
the important purpofe. - Joyful will it be to every

American, fhould it iffue in the termination of all
unpleamm_ eﬁ},ngg, and difoutes, in cordlal TECOMl~

iy 4

ciliation, and friendfhip. But what is fo likely to
produce fuccefsful negociation, as vigorous prepara-
tions to repel Loflile aggrefhions, and put our couns
try in 2 refpeftable ftate of defence ? |

Ox that divine Being, who has raifed us to the

rank of an independent nation, fhould be our fu-
preme, anrd ultimate reliance, for the prefervﬁtfon |
of our moft precious interefts. But we are not
called, like Ifrael of old, on an extraordinary occa-
fion, ta ¢ ftand ftill and fee the falvation of the
Lord.” Itis the duty of our civil rulers, to be at-
tentive to the ﬂa'ngers which may threaten us;:
to alt as faithful guardians of our liberties, civil
and religious. Much eafier isit, to put off the
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harnels,: today afide thermeans of idefence, -svhed it
fhall be manifelt -theym uanceefary, than <o pma
wde them i the eXigéncy of a momdente ™ .
‘. Tz - faithful -wawchwman, ftanding bn the fum<
mit of a towey, -may éfpy a cloud, nolarger than-a:
hand, colleing with - ftorm, and -tempeft, while’
thofe who are in the wallies, and plains below, en-
gaged in the common bufinefs, and occupations of
life. may be infenfible of the danger, until it 1s rea-
dy to burft upon them.———Watchman, what of
the night ?—is a queftion proper to be addrefled to
civil, as well as religious guides ; the warnings of
either, fhould not be difregarded.

LET us, efpecially, hear the voice of God,addref-
fing us by his word, and provide¢nce, as a people
who have been highly favoured, with penitent
hearts, let us return unto him from whom we have
revoited, Let the celebration of tais day, as 1t has
been begun with religious and devout acknowledg-
ment, of the God of our Fathers, be throughout,
obferved with decency, lobriety, and temperance ;
that while we advocate 2 Chrniftian obedtence, and
fubjeftion, to the laws, and inftitutions, of our
country, none may have occafion to reproach us
with any irregularity, or diforder, in violation of
the commands of God,~~—Let us venerate the
inftitutions, and ordinances, of Chrift ; be deeply
imprefled with a fenfe our cblizations to him for
our civil, and xeligious privileges. Thefe are
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clofely connelted ; they will ftand, or fall, to-
gether. As Chrifhians, therefore, we are decply
interefted, in the profperity of our country,
¥or our brethren, and companions’ {ake,we thould
fay, ¢ Peace be within thee,”” ¢ Becaufe of the
houfe of the Lord our Gad, we fhould feek her
good.”
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