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YOCTOR SPENCER PRATT,
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| HAVING been requzfled by a number of rejpodul fomen
i, we take the liberiy ¢2 requefl a copy of your patristic (ration, = Ht-
2] yeflerdag, for tize prefs 5 e confidently hope fat the Jeme fpirit G

4 PRA

griotifm whick peroaded jiur Oratica, il incline you o comfey il%
x

With confideraticn of ¢fleem,
Tour Fumble fervanis,

JOHN HARLOW,
BRYCE M<LELLAN,
ITHAMAR SPAULDIN.

-—4¢=m—-—-

XORRIDGWOCK, JULY 5, 1805.

SINTLEMENS

.: UNDER: cn imprefficn that my Oration 15 far infericr to
§oufands, which Loz been publifbed on the occaficn, the impulfe cf =
fment wonid deny mz a compliance ; but avken I confider shet it is by
w5 moff pecuiiar friends, that a copy is requefleds and tkat the perufal is
&omirted is an indulgent pubiic whofe circumfped charaler has herets-
Qre been rather 1 pardon i¥an 10 reproachy, I am induced to cemply
with their folicitation ; af ibe fame time i crming them, that [ome few
41:‘)‘01.;071: are thought meccjjary io be made, not kewovcr in the leaft to
ghange or vary the fenfe froim the original.  Furtier £ qould stferee,
tha: nothing polnted to cny ps:’iiiml clafs cf men, the ememies of cur cour-

&; excepted, was intended.

«
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From their fincere friend,
Mo cbedient aad very humble fervant,

SPENCER PRATT.
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~ Joux Harrow,
. Bavce M<L.ELLAN,
»  ITHAMAR SPAULTIN, €5qQrS.



AN

ORATION.

THE auguft appearance and noble deportment of this
Jarge affembly—the beautiful uniformity and dignified eclat of
the cavalry—the enlivening hilarity and fparkling mien, whick
¢ gliftens refulgent in all counienances prefent, are firiking proofs
~ that the fame permanent, afbeftotic fire for lberty, which in-
flamed the minds of the noble patriots of *73, is not extinguifhed
for want of fuel, nor by the torrent of liquid fa&ion which 1s
continually pouring upon it from the engine of flander ; but fiill
burning in our minds, and has ftimulated us this day to aflem-
ble, for the purpofe of celebrating the anniverfary of the ever
memorable event, which wreled Columbia from the thraldom
of Britifh tyranny, and gave her a ftanding among the indepen-
dent nations of the globe. The anniverfary of that giorious
day, which burft afunder the ties that bound us to a cruel pa-
rent. The birth day of an empire, the day of 'iberty, the day
of freedom,and a day of jubilce to all true Americans. The
fpeaker is fenfible that thoufands of abler pens have been em-
ployed on the occafion ; and that it would rcquire the pureft
mind, and the moft enlivened imagination, to depi& any ideas
but what have been penned on this joyous event. A diffidence
of his abilities, would have forbidden his appearing as a fpeaker
on this occafion, had he not been confident of enjoying the exer-
cife of all your candor,
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The #th july, 1776, is a giorious epach in the annals
of time, a day ever dear and facred to Am:ricuns ; the anniver-
fary of which will be celebrated uill time is no more, for on that
day, Britifh tyranny rec2ived ientence ot banifhment from ihe
land of CorLuMeus.

We are aflembled not to boaft, but to realize and teflify
our fenfe of gratitude and tharks to that Cmnicient Being, by
whofe power we have cbtained this ineftimable blefing. Per-
haps hiftory cannot furnith us with a mind fo replete with the
principles of liberty, (all circumftances tock under confidera-
tion ) as that of CarisTo?HER Corumsus ; who, in fearch of a
northweit paffage to Irdia, in 1492, difcovered this continent.
Every parent ought to read the difappointments, fufferings, and
thameful abufes, which this moft worthy man received from the
cruei hand of tyranny and cpprefiion, to their liltening children,
“ 11l tears of pity”’ leave their chryftal homa. '

Let us next come to the year 1620, only cne hundred
and eighty five years age, and view our venerable and werthy
anceitors making their firft attempt to land on this then barren
and howling wildernefs, which was inhabited with ncthing but
~1ld beafts and favage foes; parting with their parents, their
vrothers, their fifters, their country, their friends, their proper-
ty, and in fa&, with every other thing which human nature
holds dear, for the fake of liberty, for the fake of efcaping {rom
the defpotic Jand cf tyranny and oppreflion, to fome uninhabitable
wild, where they might peaceably enjoy thofe precious rights im-
planted by nature. View the perils and dangers that lay in am.
bufh for them, the facrifices which they made, and ycu will eafi-
iy imagine the worth of liberty.—But, alas 1 how foon, all too
foon, did the evil tyranny which they fled from, purfue them.—
Defpotifm foon tock to herf=lf wings, and with an uncontrolable
beldnefs, ventured to crcfs the wide and boifterous atlantic ; the
contemptuocus und arbitrary demands of Great Britain, griev-
cufly opprefled us again.  The famous Stamp A¢t of ’65, by
which we were obliged to make ufe of flamped paper for all
cur uotes, bonls, &¢. &c. und on which paper there was a heuvy



duty iaid . the villanous Tea Aét of 67, by which a large du.

ty was impofad on all teas fhipped to the American colonies, and
ghe impious Fifhery Bill of ’75, are no doubt deeply impreffed

en all our minds, but more particularly on the minds of fome

Berces prefent in this houfe, who were a&ors in obtaining the

éay we celebrate. We were then, after repeated petitions, foli-

citations, entreaties, and prayers to Great Britain, ¢ for a re-

drefs of grievances,” obliged in the infant ftate of our country,
(only one hundred and {fty-five years from the firft fettlement

of Plymouth) to regain our liberty by force of arms. The fame
geal for the ¢ Rights of Man,” which glowed in the breafts of
oar anceftors and rouzed them to leave their native country,
again warmed the hearts of our worthy heroes in 75 ; weary
of Britith oppreflion, our hearts beat “to arms”—we engaged
in the confli®t—we declared ourfelves an independent and free
nation-—we finally conquered, and liberated America from
thofe tyrannic chains that clogged her, after a long and tedious
contention, in which much blood was fhed, many of our adtive,
valiant, and valuable fellow-citizens, fell victims to the invaders
of our rights ; the expences of the war were enormoufly great,
and the hazard extremely imminent.

Is it poflible for us, fellow-citizens, to take a retrofpec-
tive view of the dangers, the perils, the facrifices of life, proper-
ty, friends, and every other enjoyment which our anceftors
made ; the feas of blood through which we waded ; our dan-
gers, our trials, our enormous expence, the flaughter of many
of our braveft citizens—Can we refle@ on thofc fcenes and fay,
that the obje¢t which we acquired thereby, ought to be trifled
with, or that we can be too cautious that it be not wrefted
from us ?

It is not poffible, my ycung friends, for us, who confti-
tute the greater part in this affembly, and who were at the time
of the American revolution, fcarcely ufhered into exiftence, to
imagine to what a pitch the furious rancour which pervaded the
minds of the people at that time, buoyed them. But being
nurfed from early infancy in the lap of political liberty, thofe im-
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prcflions which were deeply made cn our young minds by onr
parents, in favor of our country, and in deteitation of Britifh def-
potifm and iis advocates, have ¢ grown with growth and
ftrengthened with ftrength.”—The flames of Charleftown, the
lamentations of Be{ton, and the thunder of Britith cannon on
Bunker’s Hill, are now reverberating in the ear, and caufe the
very blood to chill ; and the auditory nerve is feized with a tre-
pidation at the recollection of the groans of the wounded and
v:ics of the defponding.

‘The biood of Lexington, {pilt by the lawlefs violence
cf ihe Britith banditti, has fcarce loft its crimfon die, while the
“ clittering arms” of the mercenary * dogs of war,” ftill clatter
in imagination ; and white-.robed chalftity, calling for prote&ion
from the brutal ferocity of Britifh barbarians, leaves a frigid
horror in the mind, and thofe feelings which hiltory will excite
in the breaft of every American, whe in future times looks into
tte records of 275. Thefe are not high wrought {cenes, foftered
Ly a fertile imagination to melt the heart, and call the tear
trom the eye of fenfibility ; but allufions to hiftoric fa&s, which
will intru& pofterity, and warn them of the miferies of thofe of
their fellow men, who are the fubje@s of military oppreflion,
and teach them how to value a government, which can reft fafe
ca the virtues and intelligence of the people, while it relies on .
militia in time of peace, as the only fufe defence of a free

naftoli,

Ve are affembled, not to pride our national vanity by
r5lendid rehearfal of paft achievements in the cabinet or in the
'd 5 but by taking a retrofpecive view of the honorable part
al:eady performed by our illultrious countrymen, froman accu-
rate examination of our-prefent critical fituation, and from an
anticipation of the intricate fcenes that remain in future, to be
dcveloped.  To learn and familiarize the duties that are depen-

dart on us as citizens, as foldiers, and as true Americans.
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Cafualty has fr eque atly been the focus by which reve-
Iut'ens have been effeied in other countries.
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The faculties of human invention and the prerogativas
of human nature, have often become the fport of chance and
the plunder of ambition—and when the people, warmed with
innate principles of liberty, rofe with indignation and burft the
iron bands of flavery, to the deftru&ion of one tyrant, it was
only to make way for another ; of which, a more firiking exam-
ple than France, cannot be produced. They have guillotined
their king, they have waded through oceans of blood, endured
every horrid fecene and difmal cataftrophe which the miud of
man could invent or tongue {peak, to obtain freedom : but after
they had gained it, ignorance, the worft of foes to man, would
not fuffer them to keep it, and they have wallowed back into a
worfe mire than they were before, if poflible—they have crown-
ed an Emperor inftead of their King.

~ This was the effe® of the ignorant, imperfe&, and un-
cultivated underltanding of the rabble, which induced a total in-
ability of forefeeing the improvement of civilization, or of adapt.
ing the government of the ftate of focial refinement.—Not fo
with the Americans at the time of our revolution, they were an
- enlightened, knowing, and an afpiring people ; too wife to be
duped by the Britons, and too crafty to be caught in their trap.
The tatk of fuperintendency which devolved on the fathers of
America, was quite unexampled and unknown to the legiflators
of other nations.—This country being immen’ly large, and al-
moft without bounds, the people of courfe were extremely diver-
gent and thinly {cattered over a valt territory, owners of the
land on which they lived ; a people nurtured in liberty, profefs.
ing 2 mild and benevolent religion, and, as 1 have before obferv.
ed, not ignorant in {cience and civilization.—To conduéi fuch 2
people through all the winding labyrinths of a revolution, the
addrefs ought to be made to reafon in preference to the paflioss :
and to reafon; to the clear anderftanding of the enlightened Co-
lumbians, the folemn addref{s was made.

The Americans, who, from infarncy, had beea careiix«

in the bofom of liberty and taught in the {chool of wifdem, 224

who were capable of comparing caufes with their meft remote
B
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exiscts, waited not to have the Britith yoke of bondage rivited
ks 3 which they knew would be a certain barrier to

regular cppofition.—But at a time when
:neir minds had verged to the pinnacle of the greateft happinefs

= <
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znd profperity, when all hearts were nearly replete with the in-
creafing oppulence c¢f their fertile countrv, and all tongues as
e, ejuculating praifes to their parent ftute and her patrictic
- - Y‘ - - ‘ - - .

vz, When varnous incidents, as multiform as the luminarics
c: the etherial fky, combined, which would have rendered an ig-
r.ovant people carelefs and fecure to their future happinefs ;—at
tuis moment the Columbian Argus, with his numerous eves

cpen, was fet to watch the mvalion of the American rights.

It had no effe&—it was to no purpole—we forefaw their
nefaticus machinations, notwithlanding we were often told that
tne money to e rzifed by taxition, was to be expended in this
country, and for the fole ufe cf Americans :—Equally frivolous
wus the plan of the Britith narliament, in beginning their pro-
je&t by a very fmall duty, and that only on a few articles.

Tt was not the fum of money, it was not the mode of
difpenfation, but it was tiac juftacfs of the demand which was al-
tercated ; this fubje&, ihe people in a cool, circumfped, fiow,
deliberate and difpaii:onate manner, conned over and over : and
wich the firmnefs of Sccrates and courage of Hannibal, ihey op-
poied it in every fhape which the Britons could devife, for more
than ten years before thev brightened their mufkets or unfheath.
ed their fwords. So fingular a circumftance as this, afide from
the greatnefs of the objec or iffne of the conteft, will give an un-
fading luftre to the American revolution, and note it as an
achievement not to be equalled in the records of mankind—
that fober reafon and candid confideration “ have done the
work of enthufiafim, and performed the miracles of Gods.”

If we fhould furvey far into the records of antiquity, and
fuifer our yninds to pafs through all the various rifes and fallsof
ftates and empires, it is not probable that we thould find, like the
£ mericans, another nation of laborious and agricultural farm.
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ers and mechanics, at cafe under their own viae and fruit treee,
fecure and far remote from the encroachments of flects and ar-
mics ; who will reafon before they feel, and from the mandates
of duty und knowledge, {uffer dangers, poverty and diitrefs, for
the fake of obtaining a government of independerce and peuce
for their progeny, who, perhaps, as foon as their fathers were
gorne hence, would, by the fafcinating charms of office-hunting
tyrants, be induced to barter their inherited liberty for credulity.

and allured into the vortex cf tyranny.

The toils of agcs, and the fate of millions, were to be
borne by a few hands. Tle unborn fons of CoLuMeus, called
aloud for prote&ion— but it was a {till fruall voice, the voice
of national refle&ion.”” Here was no RcBEsPizrkE, to inflame
the people with bigorry und zeal—no BoxaraxTE, to <oy his
followers with falie promifes of liberty, equality, riches and ho-
nor—neither was an enlargement of territery any motive to the
conteft.

Pride, avarice, ambition, fuperftition and power, the
univerfal firebrands of war, never fhone in an American field of
battle. But the folid principles of fober prudence eleéirified the
minds of the people, and galvanized them to affume their rights,
and fteered the helm of the revolution—and left us in pofledion
of a goodly land, whofe every fanning zephyr wafted falubrious
purticles from the ferene hills—and every wind that blew, fcat.
tered to their original nihility, the poifonous vapeurs which
were exhaling from the bewels of the earth ; and whoie fertile
foil was tuming with every requifite for our fupport, health,
cafe and comfort. A country, diverfified with every romantic
fcenc and beaatitul objeét which would delight the mind or
oleafe the fancy.

It was on the 30th Novemkbter, 1782, that we ended cur
long and bloody conteft with our Britifh foes, and on that day

the preliminaries of peace were figred, in which Great Britain
acknowleded us to be a frec and indgpendent nation.
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At this time the American Eden began to flourifh, and
the hihes of its vallies 1o fend forth their odoriferous flavours.
Here were culuvated and uncultivated lands in abundance,
wiicn {feemed to invite the farmers to be induftrious, and that
they would be happy. Here materials for all kinds of mechan-
1c3 afked their malters in the voice of nature, to work and be
rich ; and the meandering fireams folicited manufacturies ; and
all nature feemed to whifper her American fons to become ftu-
dicus and learned. It muft be extremely pleafing to us, that no
people have outvied us in learning and improvements, nor 1s
there any country in the known world that can boaft of having
fo indultrious and happy farmers, rich and flourifhin, » « hana-
ics, as the land of CorLumBus.

It s not the part of the fpeaker this day, to ente: into 2
political difquifition, but it may not perhaps be confidereu wmifs,
juit to hint on the prefent unhappy domeftic divifion which ex-
ifts among our fellow-citizens.

Soon after we became an independent nation, the germs
of Toryifm began to ftart up and thow their hideous heads, and
being joined with the infernal monfter Slander, and all her ac-
curfed train, they ftalked about our country with gigantic
{trides, vomiting fire and defamation on the happy people.

It was this fadtion who urged, at the time of our form.-
g our conftitution, that we muft have an hereditary Prince, or
at leaft a2 Prefident and Senate ele@ed for life. They pretend
that America cannct long remain a free government, becaufe
all republics have fell into the whirlpool of deftruction and ty-
ranny.—And it truly behooves us to take every precauticn in
our power, and as far as in us lies, abilities, to prevent thefe mif-
creants from pouring down our throats the intoxicating
draughts, which will caufe us to run on to the quick-fands of
credulity and fink into the gaping gulf of domeftic war. We
ought to fliun the evil road which led our fifter republics into
the quagmire of defpotifim, and avoid the bewitching charms of



thefe {yrens of America, who, with their melodious voices, are
uting their utmoft fkill to allure us into the bottomlefs pit of ty<
ranny.

We ought by all means to put out the eye of prejudice,

and affume to ourfelves the candid eye of reafon and judgment ;
or rather all that is wanted, is to retain the cye of fenfibility

and reflection legacied to us by cur fathers.

Why all this jargen and difputing about names ? as if
the name was all the curfe. For if I am called a federalift, 2
jacobin, a republican, a democrat, an ariftocrat, or what not,
and have not the true genuine principles of >75, I am a traitor
to my country and ought to be banifhed ffom it.

It 1s this fame flanderous banditti, who with to divide
the northern from the fouthern ftates.

An union of fentiments, is effentially neceflary either to
produce any great or good effe& in fociety. A divifion of our
ftates will ever deftroy any thing we wifh to fupport. Itis told
us in holy writ, that a divided houfe cannot ftand. ¢ Divide
and conquer,’’ was a favorite maxim of the Father of confufion,
and it has been too fuccefsfully adopted and pradifed in modern
times, by fome of his legitimate offspring. It is the duty of ev-
ery American, who prides himfelf upon the happinefs of his
ceuntry, to do all in his power to keep the ftates of America
united.. Tor as {oon as there is a divifion, {o foon will this coun-
try be curfed with a civil war—that of all wars to be the moft
detefted ; for often in fuch contefts do we fee futher, fon, and
brother, taking up arms againft each other. Thus will the
fhafts of war be unbound, and inftead of cultivating our farms
and improving in arts and fciences, we fhall lcarn the manccu.
vres of war, and enure ourfelves to human {laughter.

A time like this is much to be feared and hideoufly to
be dreaded-—when we fhall all be blended in one confufed het-
erogenius collection, dealing death and deftru&ion on our proxi-
mate, whether friend or foe ; when blood and carrage is all the
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theme, and not a ruftling leaf that moves, tut what makes us
ftand amazed, our hair ftiffen with fear, and our voice cling to
our jaws. When the alabafter bofoms of our dear comforts and
beautiful friends, are relutantly pouring out their lives through
the narrow fiffure of a wour.d, infli¢ted by the hand of an unfeel-
ing foe ; or, O horrid to tell ! perhaps by the hand who moit
would dreadit. The air refounding with their piteous cries and
difmal groans, and the tender affetionate moanings of our dear
imnfants, will make drops of fweat diftili from the very hair.

“ Forefend us heaver and forbid it man.”

What would be the frowns and indignant exclamations
of the illuftrious Wafhington, could he look from the manfions
of the blefled in heaven, upon the wilds, intrigues, and deadly
hypocricy of thefe enemies of liberty and human profperity,
thefe ufurpers of America? What a horrid fenfation would feize
the patriot’s mind, upon a contemplation of the parricidal enor-
mities of thefe wifb to be kings. Who would have conjectured
that the moft impreflive injun&ions of the Father of his country,
to hold the Federal Conflitution inviolate, could have fo foon
been forgotten—fo foon defpifed ? This immortal warricr has
been depofited in the fepulchre but a few fhort years, beforc
thefe royal monfters have attempted to undermine and over-
throw all thofe popular privileges for which he had fought and
conquered in a field of honor !'—To bury merits and fervices of
the wife and exemplary, in the roaring eddies of detraétion, that
the baneful arts of the curfid foov might be effectual ; while ta-
lents, ufefulnefs and integrity, are fwept away by the befom of
tyranny, in one rude and undiftinguithed ftorm of calumny.
The match of the imperial traitor is to be placed at the maga-
zines of public virtue, and that fair edifice of freedom, which
a WasningTox raifed, and a nation eftablithed, be blown to
chaotic ruin, '

It muit be preeminently pleafing to all in this affembly,
that thefe demagogues of monarchy, have not had it in their
power, to deprive us of this day’s liberty and freedom. Free-
dom ! all hollowed pame! Thou fricnd of man ! At theught of



‘...2e,our hearts are warmed with thy celeftial fire! Already do
1 behold a hoft of thy heaven-defcended offspring :—

When Bacox, “ from the gloom of cloiftered monks,
and jargon-teaching {chools,

Led forth the true Philofophy, .tbzre long

feld in the chains of words and forms,

And definitions void,”
thy vittorior.s benignant hand guided his illumined : When he
marked out tne limits of human knowledge, thou didft infpire
him.

When NewTtoy, greateft fage! calculated, thou waft
with him.

When Baivg, became the advocate-general of philofo-
phers, thou d.d& give a fubtlety, and infpire a confidence un-
known to man before.

When Locke, made all the mental world his own, thy
liberal genius conduéed him through the winding labyrinths,
and pointed cut the way to truth.

In MirToN, immortal name! thou didft teach man-
kind, that difobedience to the divine will of heaven, is the only
and tru= caufe of all the tyranny and mifery in this world.

When CLark and BuTiERr, by moral demonftration,
proved to bewildered men the truth of that religion firft taught
in Judea, by Jesus of Nazareth, which carries in its divine bo-
fom, peace on earth and good will to men! Thou didft difpel
the darknefs of fuperftition.,

When Hampex, RipLEy, SipNey, RaLEics and Rus-
seLyL, expired in fealing the truth with their precious blood,
thou, O Freedom ! didft confecrate their names in the facred
temples of virtue, honor, and fame. ‘
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Frirstoy, illuftrious fage, who, like our anceftors, was
obliged to quit his native country and con = > America : The
fruitlefs efforts to fave a finking realm, was his crime: The
zreetnefs of his virtues and kis fufferings, prove the defpotiim

_and misfortunes of that nation, whofe hiftory his furure fame
will adorn. He, O Freedom ! hath fought, fuccefsfully fought,
under thy holy banners, and broken the fetters of reafon ; by
him haft thou confounded the blind partizans of antiguity, and
dmolilhed the antique piilars ¢f the tempie of fuperftition.

When WassiNgTON, FrANKRLIN, HANCOCK, WARREN,
and all that bright phalanx of patriots and heroes, arrayed in
the divine panoply of reafon, waged fuccefsful war againft the
mony-keaded monfler, Britifh tyranny—theu, O Freedom ! didft
nerve their mighty arm with more than Herculean ftrength.
"Thefe are the men whofe fame will never die : Thefe are the
benefadtors of mankind : Their glory will embrace all the future
s-enerations of men. Who car ftop the progrefs of their works ?
"‘What can check the progrefs of truth ? As foon might man
firetch forth his feeble arm, and fay to yon bright orb of day,
retire and ceafe to fhine. 'Thefe heroes, all uttered their voices
ftrong as reafon and fublime as heaven, faying : Let America
be free, and America was free. Under the aufpices and for the
celehration of that freedom, in this houie, are we now aflem-

hled.
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