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And thou fhalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and
{nalt talk of them when thou fitteft in thine houfe, and when
theu walkeft by the way, and when thou lieft down, and when
thou rifeft up. DeuT. vi. 7.
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Taerrorp, JuLy 4, 1Si.

iz,

THE committee of arrangements for this day beg
leave to exprefs their thanks for your fervices, and their entire
approbation of the patrictic fentiments contained in your oration.
They requeit that you would favor them with a copy for the prefs.

Refpecitully, Yours,
Wwm. THAYER, Chairman of fard commiite:.

Mr. Grant Powars.

TueTFoRD, JULY 4, 1812
GENTLEMEN,

YOUR tokens of unmerited refpec are received, and
gratefully acknowledged. Itis from a deep fenfc of my obliga-
tions to the gentlemen committee, rather than from motives of
public notice, that I am induced to fubmit a copy to your dif-
pofal.

I am in fincerity, Yours,

_ GRANT POWARS.
Mr. Ww. Tuaver, Chairman of the commitiee.




ORATION.

Fariiers AND FerLr.ow CITIZENS,

THE voice of reafon and revelation pro-
claim the exiftence of an infinite God.

They afcribe to him the neceflity of exiftence
and infinite attributes, which fecure his eternity
and immutabulity.

Thiey proclaim him the efficient caufe of all de-
pendant material and {piritual exiftences.

They proclaim him the moral Governor of the
univerfe, which implies omnifcience, omnipotence,
omniprefence and omnibenevolence.

A being thus conftituted, forms in the moft un-
qualified ienie, a perfect character.

A being cf fuch attributes is worthy of perfect
lIove, praife and adoration.

We at once perceive, that a perfect difplay ot
the eflential attributes of God, is the graateft good,
attainable in the univerfe.

Hence we learn the motive which influenced thie
Eternal Mind in creation.

It was the higheft good which moved God in
prior eternity, to {peak ir.to exiftence innumerable
orders of fpiritual exiitences ; and while the fame
good rearired that iome of theim fhould be confirim-
ed in endlefs f2licity, and become the winged n:-t.
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fengers, the active and happy vigiis of Almighty
God ; it alfo required, that others thould be left to
precipitate themfelves into remedilefs woe.

It was this fame higheft good, which moved
God in a later period of duration, to commence
and perfect this harmonious and ftupendous fabric
of the material univerfe.

It was this fame higheft good which permitted
fin to enter our world, and dcath by fin.

The fame higheft good brought down the Son of
God from the roft refulgent feat of glory to the
manger at Bethlehem ; from the manger it carried
him to the crofs at Calvary, from the crofs to the
tomb, from the tomb to the mercy feat, within the
veil, into the holy of holies, where he ever liveth
to intercede for perifhing finners. And need we
ftill add, this fame higheft good will ever fo influ-
ence a benevolent God, that he will caufe all things
to eventuate in the advancement of this one defira-
ble and glorious object. For this all things are in
progreflive motion.

For this, {fyftems with fyftems roll. For this, the
fun, the moon, and the ftars move on in willing
obedience and tuneful alacrity. For this, feedtime
and harveft, cold and heat, fummer and winter,
day and night, vifit the earth. Tor this, cmpires
rife and fall.  For this, forefts bloom, waters run,
rocks decay, oceans reil, mountains and vallies teem
with life and verdure ; yea, no infect too inferior,
no particle of matter too minute, to move and aid
i this grand defign.,
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What a theme for rational inteiligences ! THow
extenfive and fublime the plan ! IHow infinite the

Author!

Such is the Being, fellow citizens, whem we are
this day called to worthip in the beauties of holinefs.
And O, may he, who turneth the hearts of the
children of men as the rivers of water are turned,
be gracioufly pleafed to hear, tc own, and bleis!

It 15 comely for rational beings, individually and
collectively, ever to feel and exprefs the obligations
they are under to him, who giveth to all nien iiber-
ally, ard upbraideth not.

With fuch fentiments, we might recount the
mighty acts and wonderful kindnefles of God te
our ancient fathers, the patriarchs. We might re-
count all the fucceeding diftinguithing cvents, in
which the goodnefs and abounding grace of God
have appeared with tranicendent luﬁ"e in redeems-
ing fallen man, and proffering final and univerfal
emancipation from the ’mraldom of fatan, the prime
ufurper and defpot of tie world.

But as fuch a retrofpect could not comport with
the defign of the prefent occafion, we fhall palstoa
commemoration of that day, in which Ainerica, un-
der the guidance and patronage of jcliovah, was de-
clared emancipate from the galling yoke ot a toreign
and tyrannic power, and her nauoml Indepe ndcnw
regiftered in the archieves of heaven.

The fpealzer does nat prefurmne toimpart informa-
tion to thofc of his audirnee who have experienced
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the reality he is attempting to defcribe. No; to
them every thing he may fay will bc comparatively
col and linguid.

But while we bow in refpecful deference to the
hoary lock, whitened by exceflive fatigues, depni-
vations, alarms, night-watchings, hungerings and
thirftings, cold and beat, ficknefs, lofs of iriends,
and contufions in the field of battle, to gain our
country’s freedom, we humbly claim that indul-
gence, which we believe will be moit readily zrant-
ed, while in the feeble firains of inexpericnced
youth, we rehearife the American ftory to the iifien-
ing world. But as moft of us here afiembled have
entered the threfhold of life fince the eventful peri-
od which tried American fouls, it may not be deem-
ed inexpedient briefly to fketch the origin, progrefs
and fituation of the United Colonies, at the meo-
ment of their final feparation from Great Britain.

Opprefled humanity, under the reigns of James
and Charles I. of England, led our pious anceftors
to {eek an afylum from ecclefiaftical perfecution and
tyrannic power. With unparalleled magnanimity
and chriftian fortitude, they refolve to quit their na-
tive fhore. encounter the dangers of almoft an un-
Known ocean, ard Jere, in this weftern hemifphere,
to plant the tree of Lberty.

Lct poets and orators found the trumpet of fame
for warriors and ftatefmen, while in iiluftration of
rcal courage and fortitude, we call this audience to
that important crifis, when our anceftors embarked
tor thefe weftern fhores.
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Here we fee at the water’s fide the indulgent ta-
ther embracing for the laft time his lovely daughter
with all the emotions of parental affection. Here
the mother’s bofom {wells with unutterable anguith,
while fhe bids a final, a lafting adieu to ker only fon.
Here the dauzhter in return with a trembling lip
and melting heart, doubles all the tokens of endear-
ment to her doting parents, and adds whatever may
condole the afllicting {cene, or mitigate the feveri-
ties of declining life, while fhe turns and paints to
the altar of freedom, and with devotional ardor,
commits her perion to the fports of the deep. ‘The
fails are unfurled, the crazy thip afcends the boifter-
ous ocean, and while they backward caft an anxious
look upen their dear friends and country, they kear,
reiterated from the fhore, ard dying away in the
murmurs of the wave, that intercepts them forev-
er, the parting found—* ferewell.

The angel, who orce led Jofeph like a flock, now
guides their bark to the American fhores. Hither
they are wafted, not to the bofoms of anxious and
hoipitable friends, but to a howling wildernefs,
where for an unknown feries of years, the mer.
cilefs favage has roved indignant at reftraint, ard
altars of human victims {mcked ¢ to an unkrown

God.)

Hcre they difembark, and here they confecrate
the firft foot of foil to facred hiberty. Here their
lungs receive the vital air of freedom, which warms
and 1nvigorates their breafts, while the wet and cold
furface of the earth make their couch, and the
wide expanfe of heaven their covering.  Here they
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raife their cves i humble adoration to heaver,
while around then ftalk, in wild amazement, the
bear, the tyger and blood thirfting cannibal !

But the American Iirael is fafe, and here the re-
cognizes, in the difpenfations of heaven, a renewal
of that gracious covenant which fecured to the pa-
triarch, and his {eed after him, the whole land of
Canaan. ¢ Lift up thine eyes, and look from the
place where thou art, nothward, and fouthward,
and eaftward, and weftward ; for all the land which
thou feeft, to thee wili I give it, and to thy feed for-
ever. And I will make thy feed as the duft of the
earth ; fo that if a man can number the duit of the
earth, then fhall thy feed alfo be numbered. And
I will {fend hornets before thee, which fhall drive
out the Hivite, the Canaanite and thc Hittite before
thee.” All this, and more than this, was in referve
for the infant colony. How rich the gift ! How
fure the legacy ! But fhe had yet to learn the value
of freedom from her own experience. Numerous
were the evils to which the was fubjected, during
her infancy and minority. Exceflive fatigue, cold
and nakedne{s, hunger and {icknets, were not her
greateft evils,  No, the vile and ferocious favage
lurked by every path to enfnare the aged and the
vouny without diftinction or remorfe. And O,
how often has the tender babe been torn from the
bofom of its fond mother, and fhe been compelled
to hear, as a precurfor of her own deftiny, its laft
fhricks in expirirg agony !

But America, acquiring frefh firength againit
frefi oppofition, at the clofe of one century and an
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half, found herfeif in pofleflion of an extenfive and
beautiful domain, the Canaanite expelled from her
dominions, and the number of her fubjects amount-
ing to three millions of fouls. Thus circumftanced,
fhe fondly anticipated an exemption from evils,
which had fo long embarrafled her rifing greatnefs,
and rejoiced in the profpe of permanent tranquil-
lity. Butalas, at this juncture, arrives an unexpect-
ed enemy, and lays the axe at the tree of liberty.

England, the cradle of Americans, avaricious in
the extreme, jealous of power, and actuated by a
iove of domination, purfues her offspring acrofs the
wide Atlantic, and commences an attack, with the
voracity of the crockodile, upon the rights and lib-
erties of her moft loyal fons. Deaf to cvery call of
pity, filial importunity, or manly remonitrance, fhe
repeats the lathes of her fovereignty in a duplicate
ratio, until forbearance becomes a crime, and acqui-
efcence a furrender of unalienable rights.

By confequence of fuch oppreflions, the repre-
{entatives i general congrefs, aflembled at Philadel-
phia, July 4th, 1776, declare, in behalf of thefe
United Colonies, their utter abhorrence of tyran-
ny, their uniform difavowal of the pretenfions of
Great Britain to the exclufive right of legiflation for
thefe colonies, and every fpecies of ufurpation, beth
in the judiciary and executive departments, under
which they had fo long, and too patiently groaned.

They then declare, that thefe United Colonies
are, and of right ought to be. FRFE AND INDEPEN-

PENT STATES.
B
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Already taught by dear bought experience not
to expect redrefs of grievances from a foreign and
unrelenting enemy, they mutuaily pledge their for-
turnes and their lives in fupport of common right
and intereft, and having thus refolved, they appeal
to arms and the God of battles.

Never was an hour more portentous to Ameri-
ca than this. Yes, fellow citizens, thirty-fix vears
have this day completed their revolutions, fiace the
American {hepherd took his flinz, and ran to defy
the gigantic powers of the Britith monarch ! And
even in the hour of trepidation for unaflifted rea-
fon, we hear him exciaim, “ Thy fervant flew both
the lion and the bear, and this uncircumcifed philif-
tine {hall be as one of them, feeing he hath defied
the armies of the living God.”

Happy would it be, could we by filence, ex-
punge from the page of hiftory and the kalends of
time, the atrocities, which marked the progrefs of
the Britith arms, during the fubfequent period of
fix painful years. But they fiill live. They are en-
graven on every American heart, and in the records
of offended majelty.

You who heard the war whoop, and faw the cru-
eltics of the Indian fcalping knife and tomahawk ;
vou who have had your fons pining away, and ex-
piring in prifon fhips, and noxious dungeons for
lack of food ; you who faw the flames of Falmouth,
Charleftown, New-London, Fairfield, Norwalk, Dan-
bury, Kingfton and Norfolk ; you who heard the
dying groans of the immortal Warren, Montgome-
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ry, Woofter, Nafth, Mercer and Ledyard, cannct
withhold the tear of pity, nor fail to depracate the
direful ills of lawlefs power.

But WASHINGTON ! that dear and venerable
vaxe! A xaMmE we love to tepeat ! A NasE unmi-
valled in the pages of hiftory ! A NaMmE ferrible to
tyrants, but pzsz to Americans, and every friend
of virtue, Lumarity or wvalor, is the manN, whom
heaven defignates to lead America to independence
and happinefs !

Let the ever memoratle actions at Princeton,
Monmouth, and Yorktown, befpeak the intrepidi-
ty of this HERO, and every adtion of his life, his
wifdom, prudence and magnanimity !

WASHINGTON, with a brave, generous, and
ardent foldiery, a foldiery whofe patriotifm yet
{peaks from the heights of Charleftown, Benning-
ton, Saratoga, Guilford, and every foot of Ameri-
can {oil, where prudence and confummate valor
might infure fuccefs, at length taught our invaders
the ufeful leflen, that freedom is the birthright and
jewel ¢f Americans,

England now, from motives of policy, as well
as ncceflity, extended the olive branch, and Ameri-
ca, with every emotion of joy, was fummoned to
take her feat among the fifter nations of the carth.

Irom this moment, America became happy at
home, and refpected abroad. With her beloved
WASHINGTON at the helm of government, fhe
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rode with even keel, her fails expanded to the gen-
tle breeze of profperity.

Here the tree of liberty hath flourithed, and ex-
tended its branches from Britith America to Mex-

1CO.

Under 1ts banners, the induftrious farmer, mne-
chanic and tradefmar, have rapidly increafed in
wealth and refpedtability.

Here the wildernefs has become a fruitful field,
and our fails have whitened the fhores of every

clime.

Our colleges and {chools have been as broad 11v-
ers and {ireams.

Our {fons have become as the apple-tree among
the trees of tlie wood, and our daughters as the lily
among the thorns.

Our profeflionalifts have evinced to the world,
that the germ of {cience is not an exotic in Amer-
ican foil, while Idwards, Stiles, Hopkins, Rufh,
Smith and Ames, remain the unrivalled models for
Furopean emulation.

Our divines, with few exceptions, have been the
meflengers of truth and peace to guilty men.

Qur rulers have beer. thofe of our own choofing,
whofc voice we have pledged ourfelves to obey, fo
long as dictated by the genius of the conftitution.

Our numbers have increafed from three to feven
millions of {ouls.
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In 2 word, we have realized cvery good, ever
conferred on any nation, with almoft an exemption
from evils.

For fuch a profufion of bleflings, what have been
the returns which we, as a people, have made to a
beneficerit God ? Alas! like Jefhurun, we have wax-
ed fat, and kicked ; we have waxed rich throuzh
the abundance of delicacies, and in the fpirit of {zlt
complacency, impliatly faid, Is not this crear
AMERICA, which we have builded ? With fuch ar-
rogance and ingratitude, God 15 not well pleafed.
Already hath he fuffered a great eagle, with great
wings, to mount up in fearch for the twigs of thc
cedar in America.

For many years have the old and depra:-ed na-
tions of Eurcope viewed our rifing greatnefs with a
jealous eye.

America, pacific in her nature, has ever been
difpofed to attribute the violarion of her rights to
contingences, rather than to motives of determin-

ed hoftility.

But from the year 1506, to the prefent moment,
we have witnefled 2 more wanton abufe of power,
and a greater difregard to law and equity, than are
rccorucd in the annab of hiitory.

The great beliigerenis of Furope, hurled into
confunon and vmlcncc by conilicting animofities,
have not ccafed to violate every principle of right.
ever recognized by the laws of God or mian.
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Not content with {preading deftruction and car-
nage throughout their own dominions and depen-
dences, they have aiternately endeavored to draw
all nations into the general vortex. To this end,
thc moft fulfome flattery, bafe threats, and author-
ized outrage, have been practifed upon the people
of thefe United States.

Ve have had our commerce, by fire or confifca-
tion, {wept from the ocean.

We have had our citizens imprefled and mur-
dered in our own juri{didion.

We have had our foreign minifters infulted a-
broad, and our cabinet at home,

We have had miercenaries {fent to {py out our
liberties.

We have had the cruel barbarian excited againft
us, and already have the poniard and tomahawk
reeked with the pureft blood that thrills and warms
the American bofom.

Amidft fuch a complication of infults and cruel-
tiecs, America has fought redrefs in vain. I fay, i»
wain, becaufe, as yet, we are fubject to the fame
{poliations and infractions of our rights and liberties.

France, with her accuftomed duplicity, which
cvery true American abbors, 1s granting us redrefs
no further, than fpecious but viclated promifes may
requite us ; and England declares her intention to
perfevere in thofe meafures which fhe acknowledg-
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es untenable upon any principles of equity or hLu-
manity.

For confiderations like thefe, the congrefs of
thefe United States have avowed their right and in-
tention again to feek redrefs for paft, and fecurity
from future, injuries, by an appeal to arms and the
God of juitice.

Fellow citizers, the prefent is a momentcus pe-
riod. It requires candor. It requires unanimity.
It requires perfeverance. It requires valor.

But never can it be neceflary to fimulate Amer-
ican fons to defend thofe rights which their fathers
bequeathed them. No, they have too long erjoyed
the fweets of freedom, to {fuffer the laurels of Charlef-
town to wither on the plains of independent A-
nerica.

Then, when the fighs of your brethren zre waft-
ed to your ears in the eaftern breeze, or the dying
groans of the matron from the weft, your breafis
will throb with ardor, until you teach licentious
monarchs to refpect your rights, and painted {a-
chems to efteemn your friendfhip.

Sons of Columbia, your fathers have this day
affembled to recognize your heirfhip. Here are
your mothers, here are your wives, here are your
fons, your daughters, and your lovers ; will you fe-
cure to them, and tranfinit to pofterity, your rights
and liberties inviolate ?
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Lvery heart reiponfive—cries—zz wiil. Ther
this day prepare to acquit yourfelves like m:z, like
chriftiars, by deep repertance, and a humble reli-
ance on the arm of Jehovah to redreis your wrongs.
March forth in the name of Hracl’s God, and your
bow fhall abide in ftrength ; for he will make you:
faces as the faces of lions, and vour feet as {wift as
the roes upon the mountains.

But fzllow citizens, while we look to heaven for
protection, and deiiverance from our eremies, may
our hearts be united in fervent fupplication, that the
God of peace would fhortly bruife fatan under our
feet ; that wars, and the occafions of wars may
ceafe from under heaven ; that the filver trumpet
of the gofpel may fpeedily found an univerial jubi-
lee ; ¢ and all the ranfomed of the Lord return, and
come to Zion with fongs, and everlafting joy upon
their heads.”




