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VOTED UNANIMQUSLY, |
T HAT the Hon. Forr Lrnsir, Esq.
Narvanrer Brancuarp, Esq. and Mr. Rz~ -
vERIUS NEwELL, be a Commitice to return the

thanks of this Assembly, to Mr. Marrzn Post,
Jor bis Oration, this day delivered, and request

a copy for the press.
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ORATION, &e

Iriends, Fathers, and Fellow.Citizens,

S
E\\f a Y YOUTH and inexperience might render it

necessary for me to offer some apology for my present appear-

ance ir public; especially as 1 propose to deviate from the course
which has been usually pursued by public speakers on this im-
portant cccasion.  But from my acquaintance with this audi-
ence, and from their knowledge of my inadequacy to the task al-
“lotted me, I presume they will expect nothing beyond a very im.
perfect production ; and trust, that the errors of the head will
not be too severely censured, where your candor will persuade

“you they do not proceed {rom the heart.

Tue anniversary of that auspicious crawhich gave birth to
our empire, has oice more arrived. Onthisday, the memorable
events which paved the way for the establishment of American

Independence, naturally pass in review before us, and demand =
share of our attention. Of those events Ishall not, at this time,

. attempt a relation.  Those Jnteresting ecenee, I huvw unly by

h'{atory s while you, venerable fathers, have been personally ac.
- quainted with them. To your recollection they must be ever
precent.  And those days of toil, and nights of paln, WhICh}ﬁu
endured ; those sacrifices of blood and treasure, which you ¢x-
pended ; those valhable lives-which you hazarded, and which
many laid down in support of the cause of Liberty, shall be al-
ways remembered with pratitude by us your offspring, and shall

be faith” aly te a.nsnn*ted down to the latest posterity.
" ‘ !
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Fro»t the contemplation of these objects, et us turn our
nﬁcntion to an emplﬁymcnt equally patﬁatic , and highl y intere:
csting. You have effected your emancipation from the yoke of
a forcign power ! ¥ou have amicably united in adopting a Na.
tional Constitution of Government, which is the wonder and ad-
miration of the Kastern World ; and which, with proper sup-
port, 1s sufficient to secure and preserve all the blessings of In
dependence, and rational Liberty. And, through the favour of
Providence, the Nation has been hitherto conducted with safety
through tempests which have shaken European States to theix
foundation. Much has been done in establishing Independence,

and a free Constitution ; but there remains an imporiant task
still to be performed, wud wnicn will never cease to be a duty ob-

ligatory on every individual of the American Enipire : viz. the
_. preservation of that free government which we have established,
in its pristine purity : Or, in other words, the performance of
those dug_ies, which, as 3 nation, we owe toourselves and others.

Tue rights of nationsand of individuals, are more commonly
the subjects of consideration, than those duties-which arc due
from them ; the latter, will therefore, compose the theme foyr-
our present contemplation. ¥ hope Ishall not be accused of flat-
tery, if I say, that the peoPI'c of these United States are possessed,
of the sovercignty of the empire.  All legitimate powér being
derived from the people, must consequently, be vested originally
inthem. The power cf legislation is the supreme power in the
State ; 1t 1s the highest authority which one man can exercise
over another ; yet the people create even egislators themselves,
'.l"'hcrefore, it follows, that the people are the only true source of
lawful o wtharity :“qu that the support of a fiee Constitution de-
frends entirely on their knowledge and wirtur. - Hence we perceive
the obious necessity, that in a frce State, every 1ndmdu1],
should possess a competent knowledge of those duties s, which
aye obligatory on the nation in its public capamty, and which are
binding on him 33 a constituent part of the community,

A prryary and fundamental duty of a good government
15, to provide for the necessities of the State, by promoting and

encouraging agriculture, commeice, and manufagtures, * Agris

'y
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culture 1samost ancient and honorable profession.~—It is an in-
stitution of the law of Nature.—1It i3 the ¢ nursing father of the
State ;"7 the solid fund of riches and commerce ; and the sure
resource of nationgl independence.  Husbandmen ought always
to reccive every possible encouragement {rom government, which
will not be inconsistent with the general welfare of the cormnu-
nity. If partiality in respect of taxation can ever be exer cised
with propriety, in favor of any p'v.rtmular class of citizens, hus-
bandmen compose that class.—Justice requires that they be
estcemed, honored, and revered, as the Fathers of the nation,
and the pillars which support the whole fabric of civil society.

IMaxnvrAcTures and Commerce are important, as they
dispose of the surplus stock produced by agrn:ulture, and employ

2 multitude of hands which can b2 spared from the cultivation
of the soil. They promote the mutual happiness of different na-
tions, by gappl}fing the various necessities of each, from the su.
perfluities of the others.  They diffuse, through every partof
the nation, the means of procuring “vhatever is necessary, useful,
or agrceable 5 they cause a circulation of money, create indus.
try, animate labor, increase wealth, and render the country more

populous and flourishing.

CoBINED with these objects, anothier duty of a good gov.
ermment is, to fm:tif}r the nation against attacks from without.
This, in a free State, is best effected by a well regulated militia.
The valor and patriotism of the citizeﬂs, with proper discipline,
will form a barrier sufliciently formidable, against other nations ;
and supcrcede the necessity of a standing army, which isthe der-
nier resort of tyranny, and the greatest curse that can befal 2
free people, except the ‘lq-:rsskuf thelr virtus -and patriotdsm; with
which it is inseparably connected.  For proof of the eflicacy of
the militia, let u. view the renowned scenes in the past Revolu.
tion.—~Let your imaginations transport you to Bunker’s hill, to
Bennington, and the plains of Saratoga.—Therz behold promis-
cuous assemblages of half armed husbandmen, fired with the'
love of Liberty, resolutely defending their rights against troops
who were considered to le the bravestin the world, and till then
were thought invincible. . The minions of despotism are unable
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to stand in array against the sons of freedom ; they fall in ranks
before them, or resign their arms submissive at their feet : until
at length, those ferocious invaders, who, with bombastic ingo-
lence, and unparalleled effrontry, threatened American Liberty
with instant destruction, are in their turn, anmhilated and ssen

no maore.

Ax attention to agriculture, commerce, and manufactures,
the regulation of the mthtary power, and the pwtectlﬂn of the
State from external injuries, are measures of necessity. But
these alone, are not sufficient to procure the happiness of the na-.
tion. That whatever may contribute to the true and solid en-

JO}’mcﬂt of falicity, _demands the most serious attention of gov-
ernment, is & principle so obvmusly demons“'rable, that to at-

tempt a logical proof of it would be equally futile, and unneces- -
sary. Happhess is the great end of the laws of Nature. Itis
the centre, to which all the duties of men and nations ultimate-
ly tend. The desire of felicity is the powerful spring of all hu.
man actions; the attainment of it, the end of all they have in
view ; and ought to be the grand object of the public inclination.
Lct us then seek for felicity where it may be found : and direct
" our attention to the pursuits of knowledge and virtﬁﬂ': The art-
tainment of knowledge, is, in this country, generally easy ; and
at the same tinie, is an object of such magnitude, as will amply
compensate the greatest pains that can be taken to accquire it.
Let us leave a hatred of the sciences to Eastern Despots, whose
dominion is supported by ignorance. To them, the diffusion of
knowledge is fatal, as the opening day to the thief and assassin,
or the cheering rays of the morning sun to beasts of prey. But
men of scienoc ero cnnarinns that liherty, properly restrained, is
the natural inheritance of ma nklnd They are capable of per-
ceiving its advantages ; they know how to appreciate its sweets,
and estimate its worth. And it would be as much impossible to
bind a truly enlightened people, in the chaing of despotism, as to

prevent the return of spring, and the bloom of nature, or tobind
waters in ice benea.th a ‘vertical sun.

TuEe proper season for laying the foundation of knowledge,
Is inthe tender years of youth, when the mind is free angd unbi-.

b
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nssed, and like wax, it may be moalded int6 any form we please,
It is a truth which cannot be too often inculcated, nor too stren-
m::rus]y'l enforced, that, witha proper cultivation of morals, tbe
preservation of liberty depends on the dijffusion of useful Enowledge
among youth. " To delincate the blessings which will flow from
a wise attention +o the subject of education, wonld be an attempt
too far exceeding the limits of my feeble powers. Itis educa-
tion v/hich must form the minds of youth for the dischargeﬂ of
those important public and private duties, which are soon to be
allotted to them. %%is will be a chief source of national felici-
ty: it w:ll smooth the path of the aged in the1r declmmg years ;

rrrrr

who will ¢ rise up and call you biessed.” = If wc ook back to
the ancient Republics, we shall find that their admirable systems

of education, (though not perfect) were a principal source of
their national greatness. Without an attention to education,
Sparta, an inconsiderable city, would never have given law to
half Asia ; and without this, Rome would never have become

mistress of the world. Y might cite instances tco numerouns to

mention, which would abundantly show, that nations who have
distingnished themselves by their "attachment to literature, and

care of education, have always obtained the glorious rewards of

their labor. Let the memorable examples of antiquity stimulate
us to exert ourselves for the improvement of the arts and sci-

ences. I will not impose.on the undersandings of my audience
by attempting to prove that nation happiest, where the liberal
arts and sciences flourish with vigor. Let the advocates of bar.

barism, irrnor'lnce, and Superstition declaim against them; with-

arm o Sy g

ence. If, ir thls respect, we but compare the most civilized
countrics of Europe, with Turkey, Arabia, and Algiers, we may
easily discover where the balance lies in'favor of national great-

ness and fclicit}-..

~ Wirrualove ofliterature; let us. combme 2 Spix itof Phﬂaﬁa-‘
phy.—Not that speculative philosophy, whlch consjsts.in vain
and impracticable theories, and which has'of late, become so pre-
valent as to cast a.stigma on the¢ yery name ;. but that true:phi-
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Iosuphy, which teaches u’s'the knowledge ‘of the Iiuni:;.n mind §
exposes to our view, the motives which actuate mankind ;
teaches us to know ourselves; and n;akes us rational beings,—
That phﬂ.oaophy which inspires us with 2 spirit of benevolence, a
fove for our country, and the extension of universal philanthro-
py to all mankind.—~The lové of our country, liow glorious, and
how animating the theme ! With it the breast of every individu-
al ought to be fired, as with an unquenchable flame. The love
- of our country is dictated by nature ; it flows from those princi-
ples of order and self-preservation which were originaliy implant-
ed in man. Inthe most savage nations, it has always been cul-

tivated with peculiar attention, and rewarded with the highest
praise. Butundera free government oil yrennitexist in full force.

A tyrant may be feared and obeyed, but he cannot be estcemed ;
his subjects, conscious that their labors are for the benefit of the
prince alone, can neverkbe actuated by the virtuous passion.~
The greatest"honors and rewards, fame and renown, have cver
been attendant on the exertion of this generous principle. * On
the contrary, hew base and infamous it is to injure our country ¢
IIe who is hardened enuugh to be 'guilty of it, violates his most
sacred obligations, dishonors himself by the blackest perfidy, and
-plungcs‘into the lowest abyss of detestation : he becomes the
scorn and conternpt of mankind, and is hated and despised as a
monster on earth, The illustrious Washington acquired immor..
tal fame by his exertions for the good of his country ; but Ar-
nold, and Dumourier, acting from a contrary principle, have in.
~ herited that infamy, which:the 'sw'ecping hand of time will ney-
Ef obliterate, R

~WNo less necessary than the love of our country, 1§ the love
of Justice. Without _]ustlce 2 nation would be but an assemblagc ~
of pirates ;- a curse to others;:and miserable among themselves -
but withit, few nations would be unhappy. 1Itis. then, our duty-
to make.this virtue reign unrivalled in the State. Every indi-
vxdual has ) clatm t0 recewc Justu:e, therefore let all be assidu-
ous ‘to pronwfe it." - &nless this spirit actuates the nation, in vain
may Legislators enact wise lawa, and institute beneficial regula-
tions <. the most perféct-Jawa are nugatory withous the exercise
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of the love of justice in the exegution of them. Where the
fountain of justice is corrupted by bribery and venality, the lib-
erties of the nation must soon expire. Freedom and justice are
coeval ; they were born togetrher; they will dwell together:
they cannot be separated ! If onebe destroyed, the other will fall
likewise. We have a2 memorable example of national disinter=
estedness, and the love of justice, int' the history of the Athenian
* Republic.  Aristides, who for his strict integrity, rightly merit-
cd the epithet of the ﬁst, wag appointed by the people, td hear
2. pror osal made by Themistocles, which the latter had told them,
would be of great advantage to the commonwealth. The pro-
ject proved to be no other than to burn the fleet of the allies,
which then lay secure in the harbor of Athens, and by that
.means secure to her the sovereignty of Greece. - fristides ina
formed the people that nothing could be more advantagzeous to
them than the execution of this project, but at the same time no-
thing could be more z:njuﬁ. The people, on he*aring this, instante
ly decreed that Themistocles should abandon his scheme.—An

example worthy to be written in letters of gold, and engraved
on the hearts of all Americans!

But above all, the fclicity of the nation depends on 2le
wirtue of the people.. This alone, is capable of insuring public ox
private happiness.  Virtue is the palladium of liberty, and the
bulwark of the rights of man. It is the grand hinge on which
the existence of freedom hangs suspended, and the support of
all other public duties. Impressed with its importance, all na-
tions, in all ages, have cherished some notions of virtue and re-
ligion ; which, though they differed infinitely from the truth,
were productive of numberless beneficial consequences.  Xtis un-
deniably true, that the nythelogy 6£ _;hig:dancigr}tﬂh_qgthendi oyc;
rated more powerfully for the preirentinﬂ of crimes, Rhan all
their laws and statutes. I would notbe understood to be an ad-
vocate for the establishment of religion by law ; that is, at best,
but an establishment of hypucrisy ; and hypocrisf is biit 2 cov-
ering for treachery. knavery falsehood, ambltzon, avarice, and
whatever else can be imagined <hat is horrible, and destructwc
to national peace. itis exceeded only by that open and a.vnw-
ed infide lity, which destroys, at once, all the rocial’ v:rtues cuts
up by the roots, all the principles wlnch suppnrt civil society, and
sets both God and man at defiance. But I ami an advocate for

that true cpirit of virtue and piety, which enables us to imitate

B
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our All-Bmmt’%ful Creator and Preserver, by promoting the-hap-
piness of all arcund ws. Those principles of religion and sound
morality, which exist, not merely in professicn, but are seated i
the heart, and flow forth in acts of justice, benevolence, faith,
and charity. That virtue whose fruits arc hionor, honesty, integ-
vity, patriotism; the love of our country, and good will to all man-
kind. Conquerers may riot.in ficlds of plunder! ambition may
triumph in the sack of cities ! whole nations may glory in liccn-
. tiousness, and by force of arms, may soar, through rapine and
murder, to extended empire ! but to truc felicity they are utter
strangers, ‘Their ill gotten wealth and power f{lies from them
like the fleeting smoke ; and their {all is commonly greater in
proportion te the Hﬂight to which they had been exalted. But

true wirtues-teaches us to seek for lnppmess in the arts of peace,
where alone it canbe found.

History, both sacred and profane, furnishes as with
abundant proof of this eternal truth, that virtne is the true

l,‘,

source of national felicity. The ancient Iﬂmehtes, so long as
they continued in the paths of virtue, were pro« perous and hap-
py. What nation ever enjoyed a greater share of prosperity
than this, during the reigns of David and Solomon ?  Though
attacked by enemies on éverylsic_le, whiie under the former, they
were mvariably successful, until, at length, they vaﬁquished all
their foes, and laid the foundation of that greatness and felicity
which existed under the latter; and which equals any conceji-
tion wecan form of public happiness. ‘The nation was peaceful
and united ; literature was encouraged ; the arts and sciences
flourished ; riches flowed in upon them- f‘rom every. quarter ;
while justice ruled with an impartial hand, ‘und rzised them to
the summit of glory. But see the reverse, when they 'no longer
made wvirtue their gmde as in the reigns: of ‘Ahaz, Manasseh,

and Josiah’s sons ; and more pamcular] y in the last stage of
their national existence, dunng their w ars with the Romans.
Here we may beheld a true picture of a people without v1rtue.
The natzon was dWlded into three parties, who were continual-
ly cuttmg each other's throats. Here might be. seen, broth-
er contcndmg with brother; mothers putting their children

to dea.th ‘hushands slaymg their wives, and wives their hus-_

bands; whzle ottiers, not havmg the courage to enduye cxist.
'ence, ended their lives by their own hands. Justice was banish-
ed from among them honor and mtegnt;f fled;; humamty could
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no more be found ; but anarchy, murder, und suicide reigned
triumphant, till the Romans completed their destruction ; and
put a period to.their national misery and cxiatence 2t the

L]

same tine, , I

GREAT-BRITAIN m:l.}'r afford us another lusefulgxaﬁq;:le.
The natien, in former ages, enjoyed a liberaljls‘hglre of freedom :
Parliaments were not afraid to oppose the will of the king, and
vindicate the rights of the people.  But in the reign of Charles
I1. a flood of immorality broke into the kingdom ; which has '
ever since been increasing, and sweepiﬁg libeyrty and virtue be-
fore it ; until the king has at lengtﬁ completely subjugated the
parlianment, aid rendered it obsequious to his will.  Dignities
are now purchased with money ; offices of trust and honor are
disposed of by sale; their liberties a.. a mockery ; and their
elections but 2 Icgu.lizeﬂ svstem of bribery and corruption.

THE Frenc;l1 nation, previous to the Revolution, besides be-
iy chained in cﬁmplete despotism, were enthralled with the fet-
ters of the Roman Catholic religion established by law.  Z'&és
bound their words and actions, butcould not bind their minds.
They easily discerned the folly of superstition ; and knowing
no other system of religion, concluded that all virtue was a
cheat, and secretly embraced the grossest infidelity. The nation
was in this situation at the commencement of the Revelution.
They burst the bonds of mon:irchy, annihilated thcir then
cxisting tyrants, and declared themselves free. But, being des-
titute of oirtue to guide them, they cast off all moral restraints ;
plunged into the most unbounded licentiousness : and after a
nine year’'s struggle through scenes cf blood and slavghter, their
excrtions, instead of confirming their liberties, have ended in_thé
establisment of a military despotism. '

" AND can we expect to share a bettor fate than ether na«
tions, unless we avoid the rock on which they have shipwrecke
ed? 1f wedo we shall mostcertainly be disappointed. Itisin
vain to look for public virtue where private virtue does notexist.
The same licentious disposition whichinduced Arnold, at Mont.
real, to plunder a merchaut for his private emolument, contrary
to' the laws of hensr and good fuith, induced him, at West.
Point, to betray hir country, and at New-London, to rob and
murder his fellow-citizens. Men who combine talents w.l.thv:r-
tue, may be compared to suns which enlighten nations to.proge
. perity and peace. but men of talents withous virtue, arc like
’cometa, Which Llumme but to destray. Fgepl_c are all the ties

-
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'f.vh'ichﬁ(:“arinbind"them to seck the interest of their covntry, withs
| wout this principle implanted in theheart. » Shall we, my coun-
frymen , entruet the government of the State in the hands ofinen
who cannet govern themselves ! Ave those the proper chayacters
for legislators, who are the first to break thro’ the laws of their
own making ; and by their example set them at defiance 2 Shall
we entrust our invaluable rightsand privileges, our lives and for-
tunes, swith those, in whose hands we would not trust one doilar
of cur private property ! Shall we delegate those to speakthe
voice of the nation, on whose private v racity we cannot de-
pend ! Shall we entrust the execution of the laws with those
characters, with whom we would not risque the chastity of our
wives and daughters a ﬁnﬂle hour ? If we are wise in small ron-

cerns, for Heaven's sake, let us act wisely in those things on
which our national existence depends.

VirTvUE has a tendency to premote wnion and harmony,
and to banish party spirit.  Party spirit is the Lbane of peace, and
the destruction of cmpire;;. 1f we cxamine into the cauges of
the decline of States and Kingdoms, we shall ever find this to
have veen a most {ruitful source of their.disselution: ¢ Adnation
divided against itself cannot siand.”, Party spirit is an evil which
16 almost inseparably connected with a Republican Government.
it 15 the black cloud which is now spreading over this country,
and pertenaing tempest and ruin !

1

A CERTAIN degree of difference in opinion'on political sub-
J...cts may be very beneficial. It will tend to'produce a thorough
Jflyest1gat1on of our rights ; and preserve alive that watchfulness
x?hich 1$ necessary for their preservation ; but whenever it de-
fenerates to party spirit, or fagtion, it becomes a most deplor-
able evil. Faction is peculiar] y dmgeroﬁs to free governments,
b"'(..'l.u“c 19 ﬂ"')‘ﬂ:’ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ :m: ""ener:tlly cwercd under the specmub
pretence of seeé!ng the good of ibe people. Though hﬂnest men
may be invcived in the vortex of parties ; yet where thc'}f rage
to any considerable degree of violence, we shall ever find them
to be conducted bix certain ambitious characters, who, whatever
may be their pretensions to public- integrity; will invariably e
found:to pursue their own interest, ot the expense of that of the
community ; and when they have obtained their obj ect, thej throw

off. the mask, and show the pgop!c that they have improved them,

merely as a hobby horse, on which to ride into office. Konrah and
his companions flattered the people, and made preat pretensions to

the public good, ¢ Yc take too much upon you,” said they to Mo-

il
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ees and Aaron, ““seeing all thecongregation axe ho!y, ey cfrr nnc of
them ; and the Lord is among them.” BI‘ISSﬂt Dantop, Ro-
bespierre, and Marat were all ses kmﬂ' the good of the people, till
they obtained possession of the reins of government, and then
they evinced the sincerity of their professions, by putting theu-
sands of the best French citizens td‘the. Guillotine. The leaders
of the Whig and Tory parties in-Great-Brifain, have, alternate-
ly, as they have fallen into the minority, made the good of the
people their pretended object; and stood forth the undaunted
champions of linerty. Butas they have, each in their turn,
gained the ascendency, and arrived at the Paradise of Office,
they have invariably shifted their politics, deserted the people,
and become strenuous advocates for the prerog ratives of royalty.
Virtue is the true criterion on which we are to form our opin-

lons of men, and not on their professions. And thoughitisa
fact too lamentably true, that he who wishes to steer a middle

course, and avoid the extreme of cither party, runs 2 risque of
being despised by both, and raay, prebably, receive a kick on both
sides ; yet it is the duty of every honest man, and friend of hig
country, to endeavor to mitigate the rage of party to the extent
of his power Numerous examples might be cited from history,

which would abundantly show the destructive effects of party
spirit 1n free governments; I will name but two, drawn from
nations which I have before had cause to mention.

Tue Grecian Republic was composed of a number of small
Btates and Cities. among which Athens and Sparta were the
chief.  These, taken individually, were inconsiderable in pow-
er; but when they united, they became irresistible ; and during
the continuance of their union, no power on earth was able to
overconie them.—They were the scourge and terror of all the
neighboring tyrants ; and even the mighty host of Xerxes could
Take no impression upon them, The greit Kingdom of Persia
was frequently shaken by their efforts ; and the monarch him.
self, though at an immense. distance, made to tremble on hig
throne. = But jealousy and party spirit, at length, found means

to undermine their power and happiness. - Faction, by degrees,
gained the ascendency, and governed in place of the laws. In-
stead of tltrning their arms against their common enemies, they
coverted them to their own destruction.  Athens and Sparta yu-
incd cach other ; and both conspired to ruin Thebes ;-’-—'w'ho mis.
erably destroyed the Phocians.” By these fatal disseﬁtions they
accomplished what the msst powerful kings had attempted in



"'|' " -

- . .‘ L. r‘[' 14’ - ]
vain ; their power waszreduced ; ¢their finances were exhausted 2
the degeneracy of their manrers, and corruption of their morals
« kept pece with that spivit of faction by which they weze ruled,
until at last, they fell an easy prey to the arabition and inty! 7ues

of Philip of Macedon.  After this period they never rose

» . " - M B
to apy nationar importance, . When liberty was rooted out

from the soil, the arts and sciences ceased to fourish ; and
even those illustrions heroes and sages, who were the wonder

and admiration of the wvorld, are now known no more.

Tur Romans were, for a long time, a free people.  They
enjoyed o share of prosperity, which, in magnitude and dura-
tion, exceeded any thing cof the kind recorded in history. 1Vhile
they preserved an union among themselves, no cucmy was “able to
withstand them; and they carried their arms with success
wherever they plerced  Rut their ambition transported them
beyond all rational bounds ; they gave themselves up to an in-
satiable desire for dominion and universal empire over the rest
of the world. 'Their enonquests introduced luxury into the
State, and with 1t, all its concomitant evils ; among which, the
“most prominent was party spirtt.  From secret intrigue, they
soon progressed to open faction, and civil war.  Marius aad 5y 1.

12 began the fatal contest, which finally led to the destruction of

floman liberty. This contest was carried on with the most une

heard of cruclty. As either party proved victorious, they
wreaked their vengeance on the people, whether friends or foes
Arnd thousands of the most worthy Roman citizens were inhu-
in.anly slaughtered in cold bloed, with such brutal ferocity, as
would cause even savages to shudder with horror.  Syila, ot
last, obtained the ascendency, and was created perpetual dicta-
tor; which was the leading step towards the cstablishment of
tyranny. Cataling, and a number of others, then contrived to
keep alive the spirit of faction, till César, Pompey, and Crassus

divided the empire between them.  Hcre again new tempests
Yos¢ ; comimotions on commotmn* racLed the distracted State to

its very center; till the battle of Pharsalia put and end to Ro.
man liberty, and gave the empire to Cesar. 'The succeeding

struggles for freedom, under Brutus and Cassius, proved inefect.
‘ F ) L
uval, and only served to rivet the chains of despotism more strong-

Iy under-Augustus.

PARTY SPIRIT proved the ruin of ancient Cartliage, Sy-
racuae, and many other once free and flourishing States, wiich



.

have now gcarce a name.  In short; we can hardly find an in.
stance of the destruction of liberty, orthe downiall of a nation,
hut, in 2 greater or less degree, must be attributed: to this source.
And ‘ﬁre; my countrymen, evenin this happy land, begin, in some
degrée, to see and feel its direful effects.  God grant we may
never know the extent of them ! Had I the eloquence of Cicero,
7 would attempt to expose some of the leading features of this
demon of destruction ! But language is too feeble to paint the
half of its horrors! I shrink with dismdy from. the ma gmtude

of the task ! And shall we, with all the striking examples of an-

tiquity before us, rashly precipitate ourselves into ruin? No.
Let it never be said that America once possessed liberty, but
suffered it to be wrested from her by faction, because she wanted

virtue to preserve it.

Wz are all Americans ; our interests are the same ; let
our objects also be the same. Let usbanish all local animosities,

and State prejudices! Let not Virginia proscribe Connecticut;

“nor Comuecticut traduce Virginia ! Let usdiscard all ideas of a
separation of the States ; and cement ‘the bands of union, on
which our safety depends. May we suffer no distinciions to
1'5!11:1111, but those which are created by talents and integrity !
And may the epithets of party discrimination be swept away,
and no longer disgrace the annals of vur country! In all our
transactions, let us keep in view those duties which are bindin g
on us as a nation. Especially in our élections, let us be careful
to delegate our power to men who are possessed of Zrowledge to
discern the true interests of the nation; and wirtze to pursue
them. Men who will promote agriculture, commerce, and
manufactpres ; are friendly to o well regulated militia ; lovers
of justice, and lovers of their country ; who willprefer the pub-
lic to their private interest ; and ‘w:ho are patrons of the artsand
sciences. Let us cultivate humanity and harmony among our-
selves, and under the benign mﬂuence of the God of peacc; we
.-shall he ensured cfyespect abroad. Then may we with rapture
look forward to the future glory of Amerlca.

Tma HSPORTED with the pleasmg theme, let us anticipate the
greatners and felicity, which await our union and. virtue. The
vast extended forests, which this country still contains'shall be-
come fruitful fields ! Z'he wilderness shall bud and blossom lite
the rose ! Those uncultivated wilds, which are fiow the hauntof
beasts of prey, or men more savage, shall be converted to pleass
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ant 107N, =ud Dlooming gerdens.  Where once the wigwam
¢roud, the stately domenhall rise! and where the Indian wasg
wront to hght his Lz, to hold the war-gance, or to Yozst an un-
fortunate prisoner, ehall sacred temples be erected, tor the wor-
¢hip of Almighty God. Qur cities and sea-poves shall se to
the highest commercial irnportance, Weshinglon shall eqﬁal the
fame of that immortal hero fram wbom it récclved s name !
Philadﬁah"a, the mart of tiie world, and Nesw-York, the cluld
of the ocean, shall transpert the products of our soil, to the rz-
notest regions ! India’s distant ports shall whilen wita theis
sails, and with its sitks and spices, make a génercus return-—
Ealtimere and Charleston, shall surpass the lustrz of Rome or
Alexandria, and enrich our country with the preduce of every
quarter of the globe.  Beston, the nursery of seame.t, and first
cradle nf American liberty, shall protect cur shores, guard us
frem mavitime invasion, and unfurl the American ag with tri-
umph, to the view or admiring nations !

Erom the bold surges of Superior’s northern waves,

To the most southern floods off Misctcippi’s length’ning ctrearis

shall peavéful cultivation spread, and lofty cities rise,

Outshining ancient Tyre and Eg;pt !
T he Connecticut, the Delaware, the Potemack, the Ohio, anad
the Tennessee, while they water vales, which, in fertility, faay
cempare with the vallies of Canaan, or the plains of ftaly, may
become equally renowrned vrith those rivers which wateved the

garden of Eden !

VERMONT, by agriculture and manufactures, may rise to
qual graudeur with any of her sister states ! Our verdaar hills
shall vie with those of Bashan and Carmel! and our manufac-
mang towins siall 1ival the most eminent among civilized na.
tions ! Gur seats of literature shail shine with transparent splen’-
dor . Greece shall lose its superiority It the wits and sciencas !
Newton, Descartes, and Franklin, shall no maore s:and alone ia
phosophy ! Qur pocis and wrirers shall claim the palm wih
Milton, Pope, Addison, and Hume! As hecoes, statesines,
and patriats, Epaniinondas and Sceipio, Demesthenes and Cice-
r7, and even Washingrton himself shall not stand umivalled
"I:‘hen shali America become the lund of harmeny, the asvlum of
Hkerty, honer, justice, and virtue ! Diserrd sitall c2ase, sl uni.
voreal peage prevail, ol time ghall ba N3 nove ot sung dorept
‘helrsystoms, 2nd planeis cease to roll.



