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. ROCHESTER, at6 Fuiy, 1209.

AT a mzeii; of the Fepzaar Rerusticans of Reclzster, July 4ih,
1829, for ihe purpese of celebraiszgz the Anniversary of Amierican Indepen-
dence:  Fer-d, That Mr. Josees Mreics, Aiajcr NMoan Dexter, Col
Caaries StoavevanT, Mr. Fareman flornzw, aad Mr. Na:smanies
Crare, be 2 Commuttee, to wait on Nir ELvaTuan Pore, and thank him
for the clegant and spirzed Oration, by him this day dclivered ; and to re-

qusst 2 copy for the press.
CORLV TABER, Clré.

Gexrprenex,
NOTWITHSTANDSING the pleasurc that the author may fccl in hav-

ing mct the approbation of so respeciable a beiiy of his feilow citizens, had ke
consulted his own feclings, h: would kave con<igned these ehcets to oblivion.
But after having Leard your pressing soucitStions, laying all personal motives
aude, ke submits them to your _disposal; convinced, howcvcr, that from the
paucity of facis, a:d ori;’qkal ideas coutained in then:, they merit 2 very

dificrent fate. -
. ELNATHAN POPE,

Tae GaxvreMex or 1ue CoMMITTEER.
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AN

ORATION.

‘m

THE causes that lcd to the event of this day’s
celebration, are neither few nor unimportant. But their
r<ceucy and freshness in the memories of those who com-
pose this assembly, preclude the necessity of a minutc re-
capituiaiton : We have all read them as they are record-
cd in history, or they have been detailed to us by those
whose fortune it was to exist in that awful period of our
nation's trial. Some of whom we now have the pleasure
of behplding ; whose venerable grey hairs declare to all who
surround them, that they were witnesses of the 4th of July,
1776. They, no doubt, are able to realize the impres-
sions made on their minds by martial music, the rattle of
musketry, and the thunder of cannon, ¢ in those event-
ful days,” when each report portended the destruction
of themseives and their country. And they can realize
the far different impressions which are made by similar
Teports, in days of peace and tranquility ; when millions
of their countrymen are echoing to the roar of cannon—
LONG LIFE TO AMERICAN FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE !
But while we are happy in the prescnce of a few of the
men of ’76, we must reflect that the graves of many of
them are there* ; that the bones of others are indebted to

the ocean for a covering, or whiten upon her banks ;

that some were lost in the wilderness while achieving -

our
® Alluding to the Church-Yard,

-




6

our independence, whose obsequies were performed by
the birds of the air ; and that the blood of others s now
fertilizing the fields of their children.—Yet we trust, that
_though the ocean and the earth ingulf their bones and con-
tain their bodies, their spirits are not confinatle there ;
but led by their WasrincTons, their- GREENES, their
HaMmiLToNs, and their KnoxEs, they will, on this day,
leave their starry mancions and revisit the earth; th:
they will hover over their country—over this place, inu
inspire us with that enthusiasm to preserve, which ani-
mated and guided them to achieve aud establish cur
independence. O! may the =oered flame again revive ;
catch from breast to breast, until it has run through thesc
United States ; blaze to the hcavens ; scatter light and
Joy over all the friends of Freedom,and fiash with terrific
fury in the faces of all her foes ! Then will it be evi-
dent to all, that the blocd .of the slain was not unprofit-
ably shed ; that our treasure was not spent in vain ; that
‘the toils and sufferings of the revolution are amply com-
pensated by the blcssings. of independence i@ For our
liberty will be safe, and pur union secure.

We are all sensible of the many advantages resulting
from our independence ; yet there is one that I cannot
permit myself to pass over in silence, because it has been
so little regarded by the half-fledged politicians of the
day, who would subject their country to the control of
another power, because she is hostile to that which once
oppressed her. Wretched politicians ; and most destruc-
tive their policy ! For, may we not consider our separa-
tion from Europe’s politicks, as onc of the most important
. advantages obtained by the revolution; a rc-union to
which must “send vs down the stream again,” and re-

consign us to the condition of a proviace,
. o We




7

9€o 000090

We are now no longer subjcct to the wayward folly of
others—We are at liberty to declare war and make peace
for ourselves ; and to trade with any nation that we can
persuade to receive our producc.— Nar may rage in
Europe, and we sit as peaceful spectators and gather the
spoils. But look at our situz:ion when colonies of Great-
Britain—Our trade restricted by a nation that was care-
ful to secure its profits to herself—our people poor, and
continualiy involved in wars ; and not merely their com-
mon calamities, but their country made the principal
theatre of them. We were invariably made the subjects
of attack and defence, which kept us in continual alarms
from home and abroad. From without, we were assailed
by a powerful foe, who was seeking to subject us to his
dominion.——And by his intrigues, he kept the less power-
ful, but far more subtle and cruel savage our enemy :
Beings., to whom the groans of injured innocence arc
musick, and the writhings of the tormented luxury. But
why should we pursuec this loathsome subject further ?
‘We are now free from the calamities of which it treats ;
and another of more 1mportance arrests our attention :—
How shall we preserve this Freedom ? This is a question
jndeed, of too great magnitude to be effectually answered
in the time allowed us upon this occasion ; but it must
not be passed without notice.

Every body politick, like the corporeal body, contains
within itself the principles of /ife and death ; of preserva-
tion and decay. In proportion to the prevalence of these
constitutional principles in a government, inay be deter-

mined its strength or weekness.  In a republick, the only

principles of preservation, are the virtue and wisdom of
| ‘ | ' the
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the people who take an active part in publick afiaiis ; s
these predominate over vice-and ignorance, the govern-
ment will be strong and healthy.

In the republican virtue of the American peoplc, much,
much confidence was placed by the framers of our Consti-
tution ; and perhaps their confidence was not ill-founded.
But in order that our free constitutions may be prescrv-
ed, the people must continue virtuous ; their minds musg
be enlightened, and their judgments assisted by mich
~ reading and reflection. For these important objecis,
the constitutions contain as many provisions as ticir
natures will admit. Their framers, at the timc, raust
have been sensible of the dangers to which the morals of
the peopie would be exposedy, They knew that every
state contained its jacobins ; and that every free state,
would contain a_formidable host of them. But they would
hardly have foreseen the measures that have been adopt-
ed by them, to effect their purposes ;—that the peoplc
would be assembled in conclave, and taught in all the
mysteries of the morality of pslitics ;—that every means

is to be justified by its end ;—that no crime is too atrocious

to be committed for what they may be pleased to term the

-public good ; of which, themsclves are the only adequate

judzes ;—that the real friends of the people, those who

fought the battles of the revolution, who never fled fiom

dangers into which their country’s services czlled them ;

who organized the government, and brought us from

poverty to plenty, would be stigmatized as ¢ old toricsy
incendiaries, and legalizers of corruption " —that it wouid

be said, that the hair of GEorGe W ASHINGTON Was
“shorn off by the whore of England* ;”—that he had

found a Delilak in the lap of George 111, at whom he had
4 .

o ; SO
9 8¢e Jefferson’s lettér to Mazsci,
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g0 lately hurled a stern defiance that shook the monarci’s
throne ; and to complete their impudence, that they
would accuse thesc men of a design to dissolve the Uniony
and destroy the works of their own hands. Against the
effects of these calumnies, the provisions of law and con-
stitution are vain. Experience has taught us, that their
only remedy is the unceasing exertions of tie well dispos-
ed. These exertions, every patriot should consider as due
to his country.  Political virtue does not consist in well-
wishes to the government. It can hardly be thought, that
the commonwealth will be saved for ten righteous slug-
gards. '

Inactive virtue in politicks is like faith without works
in religion: It is dead. « The condition upon which
God has given liberty to man, is eternal vigilance ; which
‘condition, if he break, servitude is at once the consequence

of his crime and the punishment of his guilt.”

Every one ought to consider, that there is an implicd
article in the constitution, that requires his utmost exer-
tions in preserving the: whole.—The least violation of
which may inflict a mortal wound. Should a miscradle
zown or parish officer be permitted quictly to enjoy his
petty clevation contrary to the constitution and laws of
the country, rely on it, the time is not far distant, when
similar violations will be resorted to for the purposc of
plating a President in the chair, and continuing him therc
in defiance of the people. Such miserable wretches are
indeed, not much to be feared. But their acts are experi-
ments upon the political virtue of the people. - They are
- generally, the servants of scrvants of some more consider-

able villain, who, should the cxperiment succeed accord-
B | ing
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_jng to his wishes, will Ieap from his hiding-place, iike tiie
tyger upon his prey. Opposed to him, then, the weapons
of iaw and constitution will be vain and impotent : down
they will drop as idle and ineffectual as a discourse upon
= divine subject addressed to the fallen angels; or the
bleating of a lamb under the jaws of a lion. One alterna-
tive only can then remain; slavery or resistance, by op-
posing talon to talon, until the vitals of the political mon-

ster shall be fairly torn from his body.

Of such importance did Solon, an ancient Grecian legis-

lator, consider the activity of the well disposed, that when
he revised and established the constitution and laws of
Athens, he caused it to be enacted, that in publick dis-
sensions, every person should take one sid: or the other,
on the penalty of being declared infamous ; of having bis
cstate confiscated and himseif banished the republick.—
By this means, he designed to ciieck faction in the bud,
by arrayirg all the virtue and wisdom of the state against
her. He foresaw, that many of the best citizens would

be too much occupied with their private concerns, to lend
* that timely assistance to the state, wnich is necessary to
counteract the influence of those factious and turbulent

individuals, who are always more active in accomphshmm
its destruction, than its best friends in its support. It
was evidently the opinion of this celebrated legislator,
that in order to preserve to the people their rights, the

first invasion of them, however smal!, must be promptly

resisted ; and that the surest inducement to this, was a
pcrpetual exercise of them.

At this time, will any American say, How skl we act ?
What measures shall we take for the preservation of our
rights 2
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rights ? Let every onc determine to act—Iet them act
according to the best information they can obtain.—ILect
the several offices be filled with men of the greatest talents,

soundest integrity, and most matured understandings ;
Men who will do busmcss with opcn doors, while the
Sun is on his meridian ; who, like an Apaxs, will tread
ie the footsteps of WAsHINGTON, because W ASHINGTON
was ,rlght. If you wish your government to be rcspectcd,
let it be composed of respectabic men—from them it wiil
take its character. Weak governments arc like weak in-
dividuals.—They will mcet wita insults, because they
cannot command respect. Their littleness wiil appear in
their acts.—All their productions will be pigmies of their
kind. Why was the administration of WASRINGTON s0
much respected? Because it was feared. It was knowa
that insults to 11 would be repeiled.—His maxim was,
““ militons for defencc, and not a cent for tribute.”—iis
navy was not fitted for creecks and mill-ponds.—I1s
thougnts were scldom cccupicd in projecting dry-docts,
or the purchase of wi/d lands and mountains of salt.—
Theoretick speculations are not necessary to evince the
necessity of exertion; the blessed fruits of which are
just now rising to our view.  We have ridded ourselves
of a destructive embargo ; and gained for our country a
second Independence. We have escaped a foreign war,
and a consequential alliance with a foreion Despot, whose
touch is death to Liberty. The clouds of despotism are
dissipating, and the rays of liberty begm-to reach us again.
Chcered by them, industry revives ia the ports and har-
bours of the United Stgies.;The ice, which for fiftecn
months, bourd our shores, has been thawed ; and, as we
trust, ‘“has passed away” with the chilling influence of
its author.
A The
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The spring of the prescat Administeaiion .0 .0
much.—Its seed has been sovan n Cue scanon.  Soviie

. no chilling wind blast its fruit, we may anticipate o bous

tiful harvcest,

But itis too young for much culogy; as tiat is aiways
best timed, when it is out of the power of the cuiotined
to ccase to deserveit. DBut shoul & oaLutive
Dlagistrates, both of State and Nation, continue to con-
duct our aflzirs with fidelity and abilitv, they will, zo
doubt, receive the united supoort of all tieir miost \%"Orl:‘.}'

fellow citizens. And from what we have seen, may w

-
~

not indulge a hope, that, iz who guides and divects ai

events, will guide and direct, prosper @ud succeed (ag

administration of a Mapison, and a Gorz, as he uas
gmded and directed, prospered and succeeded the adiaia-
astration of a WasrinGgToN, an Apaxs, a Haxcocx, «

SUMNER, and a STRONG.
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