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“ J€ to pleafe the People, we offer what we ourfelves dith
prove, how can we afterwards defend our work 2 Let wuy
ratfe 2 flandard to which the viise and the gouess can re-
pair: ‘Lhic event 1s in the hand of God.”
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AT a larye mesting z/‘ the Keprrar Rrrvnzicaws of Sal:m, bold-
en at Goncert-Hall on 142 A{”)Qf ?ﬂ;}, ]804, It ruas v AMIAMOUSTY
woted, That the thanks of this wmecting be prefented to Mr. FOHN
PICKERING, jun. for the exceiient orabion cvbich be hat this dzy
delivered at the foitcitation, of their Committee of Arrangements, com-
memorating the Independence of the United States of America, and
many highly interefling and important events which hawve fince taken
place ; andihat be be requefled o furniflh a copy for the prefs.

Votsp arse, That the Committce of Arrangements <wait on M,
Pickering for the purpofe of carrying the foregoing vote into effeé.

B. PICKMAN, jun. Wu. GRAY, jun.
Chairman of faid Committze. " Prefideat of faid Mecting.

W

IR, SArsu, Fuly 5, 1804,

The requefl commurjeated to me this day by the Committee of Ar-
eangements, is received wwith that fatisfaBion, cwhich the approbation of

E'{/,'&:ﬁab!: yellow-citizens ought to iufpire, I fubmit the ormance
qwith diffidence, to publication. 4 / s )

1 bave the honour to be,
very refpedfully,
Your obedient and bumble ﬁr'mnf,

JOHN PICKERING, jur.

Hen. B. PICKMAN, jun.
Chairman of the Federal Commitiee 5f
Arrangements, (.




HE celebration of this day, fellow-citizens,
which originated in the ardent feelings of our
fathers, has now obtained the fan&ion of eftablifh-
ed ufage. We fhall not, however, commemorate

the birth ot our nation from a mere ceremontous
compliance with cuftom : But it may be ufeful on
this anniverfary, while we notice its origin, to con-
fider the principles of our Independence, and the
confequences expected to refult from it. And,
would to God ! the recollection could juftly excite
in our bofoms, that honeft and lively enthufiafm,
which the dclightful profpect of a great, frec, and
permanently happy people, infpired in the founders
of our nation. They beheld nothing but the wel-
fare and liberty of their pofterity for ages ; while
{melancholy reverfe!) we, their immediate off-
| {pring,
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fpring, are doomead to anxions fears for the fafety
of ovr unicr, cur freedom, and our happinefs.

THE patriots of our Revolution, born under an
Englifh conftitution and Englith laws, duly appre-
tiatéd_ the rights which that conftitution and thofc
laws fecured to the people.  They faw the fubjects
of other {overeigns, bowing their necks under 3
opprellive wciglﬁ of abfolute power ; while they,
in a peculiar 'm:_a.nnclj, enjoyed lLiberty. With
liberty for their birth-right, with the great exam.
ples of illuftrious anceftors refdting and controlling
the inordinate ambition and tyracnic fway of their
rulers, it was to have bcen"c:cpe&ﬁd, t_'ha\t they
would guard with vigilant circumfpection and he-
10IC zgq!; a blefling almoft exclufively their own.
Their jealous fpirit manifefted itfelf on every ap.
pearance of an invafion of their rights : And that
{pirit, when by repeated irritations it was at length
inflamed, neither foothing palliatives could afluage,
not the feverelt operations fubdue ; it bore down
all oppofition, and produced that diftinguilicd
cpoch which we now commemorate.

THE independence of the United States, was an

event
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gvent of extraordinary brilliancy.  When we con-
fider the wealth and power of Great Britain, and
the poverty and weaknefs of the Colonics, we are
aftonithed, that a war conduéted on terms {fo un-
&:qu:d, {hould refult, not only in conceflions to the
feebler party, but in their abfolute independence:

It will not at this day be queftionied, that the
Colonies were warranted in refifting the claims of
the Mother-Country, as well by the principles of
the Enghik Conftitution (equally the inheritance of
aoth,) as by their own invariable ufages from the
carlieft pericds. It was a fundamental principle of
that conititution, that the fubjed could not be taxed
without his confent. The Colonifts believed . his
right, to be not only inherent in them as Englifh
fubjects, but to have been recognized by their
fovereigns in their charters and forms of govern-
ment ¢ And the violation of it by Great Britain,
with the folemn parliamentary declaration, of her
right to bind the colonies by her laws “in all cafes
whatfoever,” produced that determined refiftance,
which iffued in hoftilitics, and cventually, in our
{eparation from the parent ftate,
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.1 nEED not occupy your timein tracing the hifs
tory of the war : The cvents of it arc well known.
It will be recolleted by all, that it was conducted
with various fortune ; oftener with ’dcfeﬁts on our
part, thjq.n with vi€tories: So that at fome periods,
the moft fanguine of our leaders were doubtful of
a fuccefsful iffue. But the perfever‘ance of our
countrymen, the extenfion of the war to France
and Holland, and finally, the capture of a fecond
army, determined Great Britain to relinquifh the
hopelefs conflict, and to acknowledge that indepen.
dence, which the fpirit and firmnefs of our fages
had early proclaimed, and which the courage of
their co-patriots had maintained and eftablithed by

their arms.

Tae mifery of the country at the conclufion of
the #ar, can hardly be defcribed. The morals of
the people were tainted : Multitudes were reduced
to poferty ar.d diftrefs: Public credit was annihi-
lated ; and that, neceflarily affe€ted private engage-
ments : The army was difcharged without their.
ﬂibulated pay ; and thus, a large body of men, in.
cenfed at the want of faith in thofe, for whofe in.

dependence
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dependence they had fhed their blood and faced

every danger, was difperfed over the country.

THese caufes of difcontent emfhng, one prin-
aple alone was fufficient to bring them into a&ion.
That was of incalculable force: The right of the
people to refift their rulers. This principle (which
fhould be reforted to only in cafes of extreme
emergency,) was neceflarily eftablithed as a pra&i_r-
cal rule of conduét in our Revolution ; and having
become familiar, cecafed to be regarded with that
awe, which the cxercife of {o dangerous but deli-
cate a right fhould infpire.

'Tue united force of fuch caufes could not be
rcfifted. The people murmured, and in fome in-
ftances, their difcontents rofe to open rebellion
againft the government of their own choice. The
nation ftood on the verge of anarchy; and the
acquifitions of the revolution were put at hazard.

IT was now difcovered, that the moft difficuit
tafx remained to be performed ;—the rendering

permanent that liberty, the prefervation of which

had been the direét objcct of the revolution. This
C was
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was to be accomplifhed only by an cflicient unio
of the States. The collefted wifdom of our pa-
triots at length produced the bond of that union,
the chcral Con{htutmn It was then, that our
advance to profperlty became unexampled, and
cxated the moft fanguine expectations. It was
believed, that we had reached that ideal excellence
of government, which excludes all infirmity in the
rulers, and all vice in the fubjefis. We imagined
that our government, though newly inftituted, had
the folidity of an old eftablifhment ; or rather, we
hardly entertained the idea, that it was an expe.
riment in politicks, and that its pra&icability could
be afcertained by time and experience alone. We
felt confident, that a fyftem of government, which
manifefted fo {crupulous a regard for the rights of
the people, could never be expofed to the attempts
of a popular faction.

LET us now inquire, how far thefe pleafing ex-
pectations have been realized.

Frou the eftablifiment of the Federal govern.
ment, there cxifted a party hoftile to its principles.

‘That party (which had been gradually gathering
{itrength)
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;ﬁ;cpgth), profiting- of the general and honeft en-
thufiafm of our countrymen for the French Revo-
lutlon, now more boldly raifed its front in oppoﬁ-
tion to the n'overnmcnt Hitherto ‘its mﬂuencc
had been too infignificant to excite alarm. It now
orgamzcd Clubs in ' conformity with thofe of
France, and propagated opinions, deftruétive of
focial order- and directly tending to the overthrow
of our government. The fpecious names of Liber-
ty and the Rights of Man (numes, which in their
true acceptation muft be dear to every friend of
man,) were ufed as a mafk to conceal the real ob-
je&. The party arrogantly announced themfelves
as the exclufive friends of the people: All who did
not join their ftandard, were the friends of trrants,
and confpirators againft the rights of mankind.
The people of America, ftill warm with the ani-
mofity which the Revolution had excited againft
England, and mifled by delufive names, too eafily
liftened to thefe captivating, but mifchievous tales.
And f{o far did the artifice fuccced (under the pa-
tronage of the fecret and authorized agents of the
French Republick) in ftrengthening the party and
creating a diftruft of the Federal adminiftration,

o that
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«hat fotne of our ¢itizend, indefance of law, tok:
up arms in the caufe of France.

Tue peace and fafety of the nation, now impe.
rioufly demanded the firm interpofition of the
government, to counterat the infidious meafures
of Irance, and to reftrain our own citizens within
the juft bounds of neutrality.~Itis ever hazard-
ous to the rulers of a free people to refift the cur-
rent of popular opinion, and requires an intrepidity
rarcly to be met with, Such &rmnefs, however,
was then found 1n the Federal admintftration 3 anc
to their inflexible patriotifm we are perhaps at this
moment indebted, for our exiftence as an indepen.
dent nation. By their wifdom and energy, we
were preferved from a war in alliance with Revo.-
lutionary ¥rance; whole aflgciations, under the
ouife of friendfhip and fraternity, have uniformly
terminated, 1n the degrading dependence, bafe fer-

vitude, or political annihilation of the affociated na-
tions,

THe party however were not difconcerted by
the refolute meafures of the government : Difcom.
iture feemed only to animate their exertions. The

intemperate
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Etnticmpr:mt@: goal of many of vur cmmt‘ry‘!‘rién {a
zeal the more unwarrantable, as the feveral branch-
es of government had conturred in a public décla-
ration of Neutrativy,) afforded a pretext to Great
Britaiy, for committing apereffions on ¢ur Com.
merce. The extent of this injury demanded ripa-
ration. Thie Tederal adminiftration, with that cirs
circurnfpe&tion which onr neutral pofition required,
inftcad of precipitately nwolvmg the country in a
war, dctermined to opcn a ncgotiation with that
power.  On this, the clamours of fafhon Were re-
doubled. We were told, with an affected tender-
nefs for our honour and our liberty, that to nego-
tiate with 2 nation, whom once we had reduced to
our own terms, was difgrace; to treat with a me-
narchy, was treafon againit republicks ; that even if
2 treaty agrecable to our wifhes could be conclud-
ed, the perlidy of 2 court would be ready on every
fuggeftion of intereft or ambition to violateit. In
fine, the adminifiration was charged with partiali-

ty for monarchy, and enmity to republican princi-
ples.

By fuch inflammatory opinions, proclaimed the
more boldly, the oftener their abfurdity was cxpof-
cd,
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ed, the publick were prepared to condemn any
greaty that fhould be entered into with: Great Bri-
tain. The admimiflratior:, however, perfevered with
armness, in dehance of the general clamour; and
a friendly and comimercial treaty was the refult. Its
reccption in the United States had been anticipat.
ed : It was condemned in publick mectings in our
principal towns ; in fome, even without being read.

How ill-founded thefe clamours were, your cx-
perience, my fcilow citizens, can decide. I appeal
to the commercial intercft (whom this treaty chief-
ly concerned) to bear witnefs to its merits.  And
if we wifh to make a comparative cftimate of the
faith of France and Great Britain, (in anfwer to the
oppofers of the Federal adminiftration) let us take
for an example the refpedtive treatics of thofe na.
tions with the United States, and inquire how
they have been obferved. From Great Britain we
have received the ftipulated compenfations for her
aggreflions on cur commerce; but from France,
infult fuperadded to injury. ¥rom her we long
fought for redrefs, without obtaining even a pro-
mife of indemnity : And when at length {he conde-

icended
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fcended to negotiate, millions of our juft demands
were the facrifice,

Tue difcontents excitzd on the firk intclligence
of the treaty with Great Britain, did not fubfide
on its ratilication ; and the conduct of France in-
¢reaied the embarraflment of the government.  She
was pleafed to take oftence at the treaty, pretending
that thefec new engagements of the United States,
clafhed with their former ftipulations with her.
‘Chele pretenfions were fupported by all thefe means,
which that nation knows {o well how io employ.
In vengeance, her privatcers were let loofe upon
our defencelefs commerce ; the treaties between the
two countries were violated ; obfolete regulations
of trade were called into operation ; and our exten-
five commerce became a prey to the rapacity of her
crulfers, and the injuftice of her tribunals.

‘THE governtment, howzver, fteadily adhering to
its neutrality, patiently bore thefe injuries, and at-
“termpted to obtain redrefs by negotiation; and it
was not till repeated overtures for an amicable ad-
juliment were repelled with indignity, that other
mealures were taken for the fafery of the cov ntry.

The
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Thc views. of F:ancc being too plain to be mifuns
derftood, it became neceffary to pravide an Army
and 2 Navy for our deferce.  When thefe meafures,
and others of a fubordinate nature, were propofed,
the party, who for fo many years had difplayed theis
hoftility to the Federai government, founded the
alirm' that our libertics were in danger.. The cry
of ' fanding armies, fo odious to Americans, rung
through the Unior. Conftitutional and falutary
laws, were ftigmatized as aéts of tyranny. A law
authorizing the removal of dangerous aliens out of
our territory, was denounced asan act hoftile to tae
rights of citizens ; while another, which made a
new and liberal provifion for the indemnity of all
who fhould examine the conduét of public men,
and promulge hone®, though offenfive zruths, (and
proh'ib‘itb;& ‘the publithing of falfehooeds only,) was
branded as a reftraint upon the frcedom of the prefs.

By~ fuch unremitted attacks, the government
was at lenn'th undermined: The delufion fpread
in every part : The mifled people withdrew their
confidence from thofe patriots who had condudted
them through the Révolution, and the fall of the

Tederal adminifttation enfued. - e
.. . Oxn
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.- ON its tuins arofe the prefent order of things,
Let us take a fhort view of it: We fhall then fee

the height trom which we have fallen.

_To give fecurity and permanency to the advan.
tages acquired by the Revolution, the prefent Con-
ftitution was framed ; and many of you will re-
member the gyreral joy and enthufiafim with which
it was adopted. The fubfequent organization of
the general government—the eftablithent of an
independent judiciary~—the reftoration of public
credit by a juft ‘and productive {fyftem of finance
—the creation of a Navy, and the forming of mili.
tary arrangements as circumitances required—the
prudent guards provided againft an undue influ-
ence of forcign emigrants—and the general provifi-
ons for the good order, freedom and happinefs of
the people ;—feemed to have laid a fecure founda-
tiop for the permanent enjoyment of all the blefs
fings contemplated by the framers of the Conftitu.
tion : And this foundation was laid by Federal
hands.

Now, my refpetted fcllow-citizens, caft your
eves on  the {tate of things under the admi.
D niftration
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‘niftration which has fuccceded. See our union éna
dangered by the acquifition of a territory fo im-
menfe and remote, that the hand of government
can with dificulty reach it; and admitting of a
‘population, which, joined with that of the Weftern
portion of the Union, muft, in a fhort time, deftroy
that balance of power by which the federation of
the original ftates was adjufted: Sce the Conftitu.
tion violated by a ftipulation in{eparably connected
with this acquifition. ®* See its carlier violation in
the invafion of the rightsofthe Judges: Confider
the pernicious tendency of the precedent, to ren.
der thofe magiftrates fubfervient to the views of the
adminiftration . at whofe feet the next bold mea-
fure may lay them proftrate: Think, that with the

lofs of their independence, the judges will become
the

* By the third article of the Louifiana T'veaty it 1s fizpulated,
that ¢ the inhabitants of the ceded territory [ Louifiana] fhsll
be incorporated in the union of the United States, and admit-
ted, as foon as poflible, uccording to the principles of the ¥e.
deral Conftitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights, advan.
tagus and immunities of citizens of the United States.”’~-It was
uniformly afferted by the Federal members in Congrefs (and

without contradi&ion on the part of Adminiftration) that this
flipulation was not warranted by the ConRtitution.
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the Lnier‘c_ creatures ot the perfons in power, and the
inftruments of their vengeance, againit all whe fhall
have the hardihood to oppofe their march to defpo-
tifm ; and, that their firft victims will be the meft
enlightened, the moft virtuous and the moft inflexi.
bl'g patriots. iecollect other ecvents of three thort
years, and view thz rapid progrefs of corruption,
Behold the able and experienced men of tried in«
tegrity, on whom for their fervices and fuflerings
in the Revolution, or for their perfonal worth,
public offices had been beftowed—driven from their
ftations to make room for the devoted adherents of
the reigning power ! Are not publick places and
emoluments become the inftruments of feduction,
the oribes to corrupt the virtue of our citizens ¢
Is pot the freedom of eletions dangeroufly im-
paired? Have we not feen the terror of removal
from office, coniroiling the votes of fome; and the
rdifed espectations of acquiring office, directing the
votes of otuers? Add io thefe fources of corrup-
tion, the public avowal, that candidates for oflice
muft poffefs certair other qualifications, than honel-
ty, capacity, and fidclity to the Conftitution; and

the correfponding practice ;j—profligate men, fo-
- reign
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reign adventurers as well as natives, patronifed and
and rewarded. ' Call to mird the vifions of Econo-
my, which amufed the imaginations of our flum-
bering countrymen, not yet awakened to fee that
they are but dreams. Behold certain and well
eftablithed fources of revenue abandoned, and com-
merce loaded with additional burdens to fupply
the wants of our improvident rulers! See the Pub-
lic Debi, which, while only the price of our inde-
pendence, was a conftant theme of reproach with
popular declaimers, receiving at cne firoke (and
with the triumphant approbation of the fame men)
an increafe of fifteen millions! And for an object
too which we did not want, and which may ceafe
to be ours before we fthall have paid for it. Rcﬂe&
on the Liberty of the Prefs : Time was, when we
cculd freely fpeak and write our thoughts; need-
ing no other fhield than TrutH. Now, Trurh
is no defence, if it cxpofe the vices and mifdeeds
of men in power.—~When we had no means of
reftraining the outrages of the Barbary Powers,
capturing our fhips and enflaving our country-
mené and when we had not even an armed boat

to guard the commerce of our richeft ports; the
Federal
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F_é&éral adminiftration, cainft a conftant ftréam of
oppofition, built‘a Navy adapted to our circumftan-
r':cs,‘ and delivered it  over in an efficient ftate to
their fucceffors. * Yet this is the 'third year of a
war miferably protradted with the moft contempti-
ble of thofe Powers! while our own coafts are in-
fulted, and commerce at our very doors is aban-
doned to the depredatidps of armed veflels, licenfed
indeed, but equally piratical and contemptible with
thofe of the p'etty African defpot !

Acain advert to the Conftitution, framed as we

fondly hoped to endure for ages, and calculated to
fecure our union, and the bleflings of liberty to
pofterity : See it already changed in one eflential
feature ; under the pretence indeed of zmending
it; but in reality, for the purpofc of fecuring to
the dominant party a continuance of their ill-got-
é ten power. A fatal precedent ! an earneft, that
% further inroads will Le made, as the views znd in-
. terefts of the party-leaders fhall require; until the
i pﬂ}adium of our freedom, fhall become the mere
inftrument of a tyranny, the more conveniently
and the more fafely exercifed, beraufe it will be
difplayed in Conftitutional forms.

ARE |
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Are refleCtions like thefe, my refpectable fellowa
citizens, unfuitable to the occafion? Will they
damp the accuftomed joys of this anpiverfery ?
Would to God there were no caufe! But we can.
not efcape danger by fhutting our eyes againft it,
loremedy an evil, we muft know it.

~ THE example of France furnifhes ufeful Icflons
of inftru&tion. The Revolution in that country
doubtlefs originated with men of patriotic vicws.
The fovereign himfelf was not the leaft ready to
redrefs the grievances of his fubjects. A free {yl-
tem of government was formed and ratified by
the nation.  But that country contained ambi-
tious and unprincipled demagogues, who rejected
no means of promoting their own advancement,
On the firlt exercife of a conftitutional right by
the king, in refufing his fanttion to iniquitous
laws, thofe men fpread the alarm, that the nation
was 1n danger, and that the government had con.
{pired againft the people. They proclaimed them-
felves the only men worthy of the nation’s cenfi-
dence. Their outcries drowned the feeble voice
of Reafon : The infatuated people liftened to their
infidious fuggeftions ; they depofcd their king, in
| violation
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yiolation of a folemn compaét, and made his mur-
derers their rulers.  Thefe rulers were foon fup-
planted by the fame criminal means which had
placed them in power. Faction after faction amuf-
ed and deceived the people, and by turns deluged
the country with blood ; till at laft, the diftraéted
nation found folace for its miferies, in the arms of
Defpotifm.

Tnus perifthed the liberties of ¥rance! and thug
will our libertics be deftroyed, unlefs we make
more cffectual exertions for their prefervation. [t
15 time to avail ourfelves of all the means yet left
us under the Conftitution, to defend our remain-
ing rights, and to recover thofe we have loft. We
{hould repel with fcorn thofe fawning {ycophants
who have lulled us afleep, with the flattering tales
of our virtue and our enlightened underftandings.
We fhould remember that the moft wvirtuous, as
well as the moft corrupt nations, the moft enlighten-
ed, as well as the moft uninformed, have loft their
liberty. We fhould learn, not lefs in publick, than
in private life, to diftruft thofe who are continual.
ly proclaiming their friendhip for us. In a pecu-
liar manner it behoves us to guard with vigilance,

the
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the Right of Election ¢+ On the purity of clections
depend our lives, our fortunes and our freedom.
The corrupt exercife of this right in anether couns
try, has long been held up to our deteftation :
Will not a {crutiny into our own clcétions, expofe
us to fimilar reproach ¢ Neither muft we fhrink
from elections, becaufe in every cafe we cannot
cnfure a majority. QOur political cnemices, when a
very minor party, never abated their zcal in a bad
caufc ; and fhall we defpair of a good one? And
if we thould not eventually fuccced, it will be ho-
nourablc to have maintained a manly, virtuous

ftrucale, when all that is dear to man s at ftake.

SucH vigilance and {uch eflorts are required of
us, by all the ties of nature and of focial life. Our
parcnts demand it of us, to cnfurc to them a calm
rcpofc in their declining years; our wives and
fifters, the brighteft ornament of polifhed focicty,
demand it of us, as the fafcguard of their virtue ;
and our children, that we fhould tranfmit to them
unimpaired, the patrimony of our comsmon ancef-

tors.



