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At 120 uoanimss vequest of the FAST RIS chrrangeinenty, I
have pccnl.nr piczxm"e in informing yoo of theyrt 0k eeniso of c'fjlrﬂ"' .,:
to weu for the great degree of intercs! bz yoo mparted Ty the “Cele
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and reficedens which accompanied your rendin the Deglaration” of Jnde-
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+  IT ha§been so comton a practice among na- -
tiony, to ipdulge’in apniversary festivities, to celebrate
great natitnal events, that it-must de viewed as 2 natu-
ral impulse of the Burian heart. ~ By divine authority,
the féast of the Passover was instituted, to be observed
annually by the Israelites, eﬁmmemontmn of the
pmtecnon of then first-born, 1 111 the dreadful night when
all the, hrst-bom of; their Egypuan Oppressors were
‘slain, and whm -the_u' delwerance {rom Eg} ptian bon-
dage cammﬁnéré{?: ‘. Jw-ll.l& waa a: relwmu& festival, at
which the regollection of the .Divinc interpesition
would call {oith the feclings and the exgiession of gra-
titude and.praise to, their GresT DELvERER.  There
is, in like manner, 3n evid at propricty: 0 uniting the
solemniiies of religion with the festivities g_}? the present
anniversary. Reflectine minds have acknowledged, in
many occurcences in our revelutionary struggle, and in
its happy result, the favour of that DiviNe ProvibeNcE,
on whose protection the special actors in the Declara-
tion of Independence, expressly placed their firm - reii-
ance.
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Ifaring been unexpectedly requested to read to my
fellow-citizers who should assemble here this'day, that
Great Act of the Peopie of The Thirteen United Colo-
-ics, by which their Represoatives in Congress de-
clared thém to be Free and Ih;dpi['iﬂndenlt;.Smy_e&; J &
sented to the reqaest, on the ground of .im!pmnting 2
convenient oppoftunity to give: A eengi .?Mi'y of that
transactien, with a few remar#*oﬁﬁ HE ter of the
Declaration itself, and on thgpisic- amd temger which
should ever accompany. its p&%lic repbtitionit. < . -

- Gur ‘ancestors who raigrated from nd, and here
commenced thair settlements on 4‘barc  trehtion,” left
fot tiacit kest. inheritance-behind @ they “brosght with
thern the Rights of Linglishuien,-and the knowledge te
uaderstand them.  fa the maintenance and enjoyment
of those rights, they flourished, increased and multi-
plied-; until, as colonista, becoming a great people, they
excited the jealovsy and cupidity of the. parent state,
whose government obserred thewr -rapid ‘growth, vet
wished to keep them, for an imdefigite period, 20d -in a
degraded conlifion, as dependences ofher eiﬁlﬁé& For
this purpsse, it was attempted to subject them to laws,
especially. thoge imposing taxes, enaciedi}. her authori-
ty, without the consert of the coloaists, whom, by one
sweeping declaration, that government claimed a right
te bind, by laws of its enacting, in all cases whatsocver.
[n this ehormous claim, it was impossible for freemen,
enlichtened as‘were the colorists, quietly to acquiesce.
In various ways; the executiemgf the acts of parliament
for raiting a revenuc in the colonies, was resisted. Tho
people of thirteen colonies exhiliited their claims, foun-
ded on their buth-rights, for exemption from such taxa-
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tion, and the laws cnacted to enforce it. They petition-
ed and remonstrated : they repeated these peaceable

modes of obtaicingedress, while a.; hope of redress
remained. But all these modes of application, and the

collateral : means adopted to render them effectual,
though wilke and salutery in their influence on the minds

of the colnniﬁs‘mde-httlc or no impression on the
gévernment. Mﬁeﬁfoppmased them. ~

Drivenyat length to the gecessity of taking up arms
defence of their violated rights—yet scantily furnished
with the wegpons and muritions of war—without rev-
emues—and destitute of native citizens instructed in mil-
itary sciefice, orpractised in the art. of war,~ethe Lead-
ers in the conflict immediately resorted to the mcans of
obtaining -essential -suppiics, wherever there was a pros-
pect of procuring them. They also early perceived the
prudence, if not the absolute necessity, of seeking for-
eign assistance in support of the great enterprise in
which they were engaged. But such assistance was
not to be expected so long as we remained in a colonial
state. 4No foreign nation Would, by furnishing impor-
tant aids, hazard a war with Great Britain, but with
the view, and in the well founded hope, of essentially
diminishiag her power, by separating from her so large
a portion of her dominions as was comprized in the
Thirteen United Colonies. While, therefore, a recon-
cithiation and reunion with the narent state were practi-
cabie—as they would have been by a repcal of the ob-
noxious laws, and a renunciation of the claim on which
they were enacted,~~it was manifest ihai no foreign na-
tion would openly and efficiently assist us in the war.
Such, however, was the state of the public mind, in
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some large portions of the Union, that the boldest Icad-
érs in the revolution found it nccessary patiently to wait
the progtess of events, and for suclth changs - public
scntiment as would render ndmnsnblc the proposition
for declaring the Thirtecn United Colomcs to be Fres
and. Independent States. “The #ime gt ﬁ:nﬁ arrived
tvlien the messure appeared foasible. d!‘o}ﬂmgly, on
the sevefith of June, 1776, “Cmtai:q esolut:ons rew:
peeting Independency were moved aml gecpnded” in
Longress, by what membeis the Joumalﬂ& not meén-
tion. Dr. Ransay, howsver, in lns,%stm‘jv of the
Amezican Revolution, tells us, that “‘the tifotion for -
tl:mng thegolonies free and independent, was-‘ﬁ:*made
in Congress by Richard Henry Lee, of Virginia.” *Ibe
Doctor adds, that * He was warranted in making this
motion, Ly the paﬂicﬂﬁr instructions of his mmediate
constituents, and also by the general voice of the people
of all the Sgtes 7 'The pame of,the delegzte who scz-
omded the motion is not given : but thp magnitude of
the cology, and other circumstances, render,it probable
that it was a citizen of Massachusetts, then the sccond
of the colomesm population,-as Virginia was the first.
But, however thix may be, it was an emmcnt citizen of
the former, who, in the subsﬁucnt dlstasspn, stood
{orward as the prominent cﬁampwn for the great act
of declarmg the colonics md@endeq; I refer to the
still livimg an.glwvenerablc John Adaths. 4¥ithout minds
like his, dlsﬁcerﬁ‘mg, bold.and fcarl“ss, to take the. lead,
no revoluticvm however salﬂf@ry, and however.necessa-
Iy to preserveor recovet the liberties of a People, would
ever be accomplished.

On the 16th of June, Congress, in. a eﬁmmmee of
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tha whole, agreed to aresolution, that the United States
were, and of right ought to be, Free and independent
States but postpoicd the gpnsideration thereof to the
fifat day of Jaly. Inthe meanwhile, that 1o time might
be lost, they agpeed to apfoint a committec to prepare
a-dec n m e effct of that resolution.  And on
the next =thc chose a committee of five. LThe

Members chosen werd Mr. Jefierson, Mr. John Adams,
Dr. Franklitr, Mr. Sherman, and Mr. Robert R. Liv-
mgaton JOn the 28th of June, this committee brought

ma dradgm ofm declaration. On the first, second and
third of July, the draught was examincd, discussed and
amended.; and on the fourth, being further’considered,
was agreed to ; and on the same day publicly proclaim-

, €8 in Phl]adelphla, where Longrc*"s then held its ses-
an'!

@ At is about a year since @ occurred to me, that the
accuracy of common feport, 2nd even a miffate detail of
facts, respecting'the: Declaration of Independence, so far
as at this Iate pericd attainable, ouzht to be ascertained
aif given in the most authentic form. With this view.
on the second of August, in the last )ear, ¥ addressed a
ietter to President Adams, in which T remarked, that.
¢““as no am of‘ the Coné-resa of the Thirteen United Ccl-
oLiies Was 0 distinguished as that by which their inde-
perdence of Grcatf”Bmam was dcclared the most par-
ticular history of thit transaction would probably be
sought for, fiot inerely as an interesting curiosity, but
to do substantial justice to the abilities and encrgy of
the leaders in that great measure.” And after reciting
such information on the subject as had come to my

knowledge, I added—* | have thought it desirable that
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the facts in this case should be ascertained.  You alone
can give a full statement of them,—to be communica-
ted to whom you think proper.” -

On the 6th of August, Mr. Adams most obligingly
favoured me with an answer, giving varicus interesting
details.  And after alluding to the policy of thzt period,
which gave to 'the Ancient Dominion (the name by
which Virginia was often designated) the lead in great
public acts, (to which policy I had ascribed the placing
of Mr. Jeflerson—much the youngest person—at the
head of that distinguished committee) Jr. Adams says,
““ Mr. Jefferson came into Congress in June 1775, and
brought with him a reputation for literature, science,
and a happy talent at composition.  Writings ' of his
were handed about, remarkable for the peculiar felicity -
of expression. -~ Though a silent membér in Congress,
he was so prompt, frank, explicit and decisive, upon.
cominittees—not even Samuel Adams was ‘more S0—
that he seized on my heart; and upon this occasion I
cave him my vote, and did all in my power to procure
the votes of others. 1 think he had one vote more than
any other, and that placed him at the head of the com-
mittee. I had the next highest number, and that placed
me the second. The committee met, discussed the sub-
ject, and then appointed Mr. Jefferson and me to make
the draught.” Mr.- Adams then mentions the mnceting
of the sub-committee, and their amicable contention,
which of the two should draught the declaration—ecach
urging the task on the other : Mr. Adams insisting on
Mr. Jefferson’s doing it, and the latter yiclding his as-
scnt. | | |

The draught being made, the sub-committce met.
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“ and conned the paper over. I was delighted (con-
tinues Mr. Adams) with its high tone, and the flights of
oratory with which it abounded, especially that con-
cerning Negro Slavcry, which though I knew his South-
ern brethmn would never suffer to pass in Congress, I
cert'unly never would opposc. There were other ex-
pressions which 1 would not have inserted 1f ] had drawn
it up ; particularly that which called the King a Ty-
rant. | thought it too personal, for I never believed
George to be a Tyrant in disposition and in nature ; [
always believed him to be deceived by his courtiers on
both sides the Atlantic; and in his official capacity only
cruel. I thought the expression too passionate, and too
much like scolding, for so grave and solemn a document ;
but as Franklin and Sherman swere to inspect it aftet-
wards, I thought 1t would not become me to strike it
out. [ consented to report it, and do not now remem-
ber that I made or suggested a single alteration. We
reported it to the committee of five. It was read, and I
do not remember that Franklin or Sherman criticised
any thing. We were all in haste ; Congress was impa-
tient ; and the instrument was reported, as I believe, in
Jefferson’s hand-writing, as he first drew it. Congress
cut off about a quarter part of it, as | expected they
would ; but they obliterated some of the best of it, and
left all that was exceptionable, if any thing in it was.”
Then referring to a remark of minc on the declaration,
“that it did not contain many new ideas,” Mr. Adams
says—*‘ As you justly observe, there is not an idea in it,
but what had been hackneyed in Congress for two years
before.  The substance of it is contained 1n the decla-

ration of rights, and the violation of those rights, in the
)

At
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Jjournals of Congress in 1774.  Indeed the essence of it
15 contained in 2 pamphlet voted and printed by the
town of Bozton before the first Congress met, composed
by James Otis, as I suppose, in one of his lucid inter-
vals, and prunéd and polished by Samucl Adams.*’
Thus it appears that this celcbrated paper was (as in
its nature it must in substance have been) a compilation
of facts and sentiments stated and expressed in some
preceding years, by those who wrote and vindicated the
rights of the colonies. A compilation, however, may
have great merit bv its lucid and forcible arrangeraent
of the matter. But a great national act particularly de-
manded precision, which should exclude every minor
idea and comparatively feeble expression. Whether
this, among other considerations in Congress, caused a
reduction of the reported draught to three fourths of its
original size, cannot ow be known. in my humble
opinion, (having had an opportunity of examining and
comparing) by the parts expunged, and by the few pas-
sages introduced and others altered in Congress, the in-
strument was manifestly improved. The declaration,

in the form in which it was finally adopted and pro-
claimed, has ever been received, not only as a most im-
portant, but a dignified State Paper.

These details, my fellow-citizens, having occupied so
much more time than I had contemplated, I have room
to offer but very few additional remarks on the charac-
ter of the Declaration of Independence, and on the usc
to ke made of its pubiic repetition.

The “high tone” of the Declaration, then so pleasing
to Mir. Adams, was in unison with the warm feelings of
the time, when ardext patriots were engaged 1n resist-
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ing oppression. The inspiring language of Lizgrry
13 congenial to the heart of man. But on that greut
occasion, PUBLIC POLICY doubtless united with a strong
sense of real injuries, in describing these in the most
forcible and glowing style of excitement, to animate the
citizens to a zealous and invincible perseverance in the
cause. The effect was such as was desired and expec-
tcd. 'The Declaration of Independence was received in
all the States with demonstrations of joy ; and all good
citizens considered themsclves bound by the solemn
pledge which their representatives in Congress had mu-
tually given to maintain it.

Having succeeded in the great and arduous enter-
prise, every heart hounded with joy at the annunciation
of peace, after suffering the privations and calamities of
eight years of war. In the definitive treaty of peace
with Great Britain, the contending parties acknowledge
the hand of Divine Providence in disposing the hearts
of both “to forget all past misunderstandings and differ-
ences that have unhappily interrupted the good corres-
pondence and friendship which they mutually wish to
restore ; and to establish such a beneficial and satisfac-
tory mtercourse between the two countries, upon the
ground of reciprocal advantages and mutual conveni-
ence, as may promote and secure to both perpetual
peace and harmony.”  The solemn profession here re-
cited, rezards our best interests as well as our moral
obligations ; and is in exact correspondence with the
fine sentiment happily expressed by Mr. Jefferson in the
Declaration of Independence, concerning our then Bri-
tish Brethren—¢to hold them, as we hold the rest of

mankind, encmies in war, in peace friends.” This
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seitiment you wili hear near the close of the Declaras
tion, which, as an emment hstorical document, T am
now to read ; a sentiment which should aever be for-
sotten ; and the-duties it enjoins should  especially be
borne in mied on every celebration of this anniversary ;
duties of which our national uterests, our character as
an enlightened people, and our moral and religious ob-
ligations, alike require the observanee.



