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At a Meeting g’ the FreeRoldevs and other Inhabstanis of
4 Che Town of BOSTON, duly qualified and legally warned,

" an public Town-Meeting, affembled a Faneuil-Hull, o5
. Friday the 445 of JuLy, 4.°D. 1794, Sy
. ZOTED,

- 'THAT the SELEcTMEN he and hereby are
appointed 2 Comtuittee to wait on JOHN PHILLIPS; Efq,
and in the Name of the Town to thank him for the {pirited
and ﬂ!ii%mt ORATION this I)ay delivered by him, at the
Requeft of the Town, upon the’ ANNIVERSARY OF THE
INDEPENDENCE OF Tk UNITED STATES OF AMER.
ICA-~in which, according to the Inflitution of the Town,
he confidered the Feelings, Manners, and Principles which
led to that great National Event—and o requeft of hima
Copy thereof for the Prefs.

- Atefi.
WILLIAM COOPER, Town.Clerk.

GENTLEMEN,

. TH F Requeft of m 'Fef}aw-fitfzenJ, snduces me ¢
Jubmit the ORAT fON éﬁréaz delsvered, to their peruful.
| | rom
- . Gentleme.,
#Tfﬁ the greateft Refped,

Your okediens Servant,

JOHN PHILLIPS.
HOSTON, Jury 518, 3794
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THE affemblage of fice and enlightencd
minds is ever interefting and auguft.  Ufefulnefs
marks*even their recreations; and the obje&t of
their feflivals is the perpetuity of their country’s
honor. |

Trre anniverfary of that great day when our na-
tion was born, when our independence of all earth-
ly foreign power was proclaimed, is the moft <x-
alted occafion for ferious, deep refle@ion, for cor-

dial, grateful acknowledgment. '

Thuis day we confecrate to the fame of our fa-
thers® virtues, the principles of our revolution, and
the rifing glory of our country.

WhaTever circumftances more immediately
favoured the revolution, its diftant caules we re-

cognize in the condut, and trace its remnote fource
S from
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from the charaller of our anceftors. Their let-
tlement in America is'2 phcenomenon in hiif¥ory.
If we revert to ancient. nations we find their
origin difguifed by filtion, or inveloped in obfcu-
rity., . If we defcend to. more modern - times iind
contemplate the birth of European empires, we
behold fierce and .unlettered  barbarians pouring
forth in fucceflive fwarms from the unexplored re-
gions of the North, {preading havoc and defolation
in their progrefs, fhrouding the light of {cieace in
thick clouds of fuperftition, ancd entailing thofe
{etters of flavery, which the convuliiive cfforis of
their pofterity to unrivet, now crimfon their. foil
with blood. Similar hoirors marked the entrance
of the Spaniards on the fouthern continent. To
fatiate the demands of unboundcd avarice, two
opulent and peaceful empires, confifting of mil-
hons of polithed and intelligent people, abounding
with monuments of art and induftry, with luxuri-
ant fields and magnificent cities, the chofen feats
of cultivatior and plenty, wers ravaged, depopu-
lated, and deftroyed. Tk< iaws of hofpitality,
hberally obferved by a beneficent people, were

hafely violated, and the crofs uplified to fanétion
the mofl atrocious crimes.

ContrasTEDp with the eondu&@ of fuch adven-
turers, .
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tugers, .what examples of moderation, juﬁ’fce and
smagnanmimity did our anceftors exhibit. Among
them are {een 4o vagrant mifcreants roaming in
foreign climes in purfuit -of that wealth which ig-
norance -or vice prevented chem from acquiring in
their own ;. but illumined and difcerning minds,
prompted by tne nobieft of motives, the attain-
ment of civil and religious J:berty, relinqaifhing
eftates, kindred and country, traverfing a widely
extenaed ocean, encountering unaccuftomed in.
clemencics of {eafon, inhofpitable wilds, and all
the uncertainties of an infant fcttlement. Regard-
leis of royal grants or nugatory charters, the fport
of philofophy, and the ridicuic of reafon, they oc-
" cupied no portion of the foil until they had ex-
changed with its pofleffors an ample equivaient.

Inftcad of fpreading mifery and defolation in the
abpder of happinefs and peace, they inftrutted the
favage matives in the arts, and fupplied their wants
with the conveniences of civilized life. They tem-
pered thcir ferocious manners by difleminating
among them the truths of that religion, whole pre-
cepts are peace, and whofe foundation is hutnanity.

SensiaLE of the value of that liberty which they
had made fo many facrifices to attain, their firft at-

tention was pointed to the means of {ecuring it for
thetr
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their children. . Hence originated thofe literaty in<
fitutions, which have diffufed a degree of infor-

mation anknown in thofe enflaved countries where

learning, like other natural rights, has been mou

nopolized by the few, only to multiply, to fubtil-

ize, and refine the miferies of the many. Hence

alfo thofe diftributive Jaws, which render the pof-

{effion of property comparatively equali With us

no elder born exclufively nots on the fpoils of pa-

trimonial induftry, no nervelefs arm crvacant head
buriefques a title conferred by public admiration
on a wife or valiant anceftor. Intelligence, 1ndui«
trious habits and focial equality were the legacies
which our fathers tranf{mitted to their pofterity, and
experience has proved them more powerful pre-
{ervatives from oppreffion and tyranny than un-
bounded opulence or veteran armues.

Avrrnoucu perfecution caufed the migration to
this country, its inhabitants flill cherithed the
warmth of filial affe€ion to the parent ftate. This
was cvinced by a patient acquicfcence in a mo-
nopoly of trade, and many arbitrary reftriCtions on
manufaltures. Even when the defpotic edift was
iflued, which declarcd her nght to bind her colo-
nies in all cafes whatfoever, their firft recourfe was.
to {upplication and entreaty. In vain, however,

did they addrefs the juftice and magnanimity ot
Britain,



aNn O RATION. 9

‘Britain, and conjure her by the ties of kindred
only to lighten the accumulated load of oppref-
fion. In vain did they approach her with humble
_petition and refpetful remonftrance : to petition,
fhe replied by injury ; to remonftrance, fhe an-
fwered by arms.  That flame, which aifeflion and
prudence had {o long reprefled, now burft forth
with irrehftible fury. Reiterated injuries and mul-
tiplied oppreflion, had enkindled an enthufiafm
uncontroled by the idea of impraflicability or dan-
ger, and at a moment when veteran arintes were
ravaging our coafts, and triumphant fleets mena-
cing our fhores, the birth of our nation was an-
nounced. America {ent up an approving, exulting
fhout, Licr moring ftars fang for joy, while the
refponfive earth echoed their melodious notes with

clowing emulation.

Tue illuftrious patriot, whofe name firft func-
tioned the auguft decree, which gave cxiflence to
an empire, cannot be recolletted without mmgled
emotions of grief and admiration. That voice now
" {lceps in eternal filence, whofe animated flrans, in
yonder hall of liberty, once roufed vour tardy re-
{entments, and impelled your fouls to heroic refo-
lution. ‘That heart, whole expanded afiethions em-

braced all your concerns with the ardor of patriot-
B 1{m,
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ifm, now lies comprefled by the clod of the valley.
His illuftrious deeds ave engraven on thé hearts
of his countrymen, and fhall be called to grateful
recolle@ion, oft as the annual acclamations of
emancipated myriads thall hail the returnof this
aufpiciods day, which confecrated a new era in the

annals of freedom. '

Tuart reliance on the Supreme Ruler of the uni-
verfe exprefled in the firft national aft, and which
marked the condu@ of our rulers during the wholc
ftruggle for freedom, will account for their confif-
tent fteady attention to the publicweifare, at the ex-
penfe of all party views, or private confiderations.
Enthufiafm, excited by the fervid heat of tranfient
patriotifm, may ferve as a temporary {ubflitute for
religion, but .can never permanently fupply its
place. Men of fuperior talents, uncontroled by
any principle flronger than the impulle of paffion,
rufh with cqual ardor into oppofite extremes, ex-
hibit the mofl fublime and moft atrocious ations,
and infpire alternate love and deteftation. But the
uniform inflexible patriot, cqually qualified to dif..’
play the magnanimous energies requifite in the
tempeftuous feafon of public calamity, or the mild-
er virtues which fecure happinels in the calm of

peace, regardlefs of airy fame, or the gratification
of
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of momecntary popular humours, fliil makes the
unerring rule of reCtitude his guide, and appealsfor
approbation to his Gov. Charatters like this adorn-
cd the American revolution, and preferved unanim-
ity, unparalleled in the hiftory of any other coun-
try. Among the firft of thefe we rank the venera-
ble fage, who, after a long un{ullied lifc of patriotic
labours, now dignifies the firft oflice 1in this State,
by the unabated cxertion of extraordinary talents

and virtucs.

A coxTtesT, ougmating in tae purelt motives,
was crowned with the moft diftinguithed {uccels,
and the ninth revolving feafon beheld our country
in the complete pofleffion of peace, liberty, and in-

dependence.

It could not be expelted of men that in the
tumultuous years of refiftance, they fhould have
becn able to ordain and ereft thofe perfeft modes
of government, that fhould remain the permanent
pillars of civil liberty. Nor can it {urprile us, that
‘the firft moments of quiet after recent convulfion,
thould not fuddenly furnifh the means of ample
reward to the meritorious. But relaxation, debil-
ity, and difunion too ftrongly marked the {ucceed-
ing period. Qur country beheld with too greatin-
diffcrence men who, to fecurethe freedom and peace

of
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of its citizcns, had encountered the hardfhips of the
field, the perils and viciffiiides of war, finking un-
rewarded into indigence and wretchednefs. This '
negle€t compelled them to facrifice the evidence of
their demands againf} the public, and to this fource-
may be- traced that - injuftice, the odium of which
difcontented minds have, with fedulous afliduity,
attempted to throw on the prefent government. A
government which, like moft human blefhings, ts.
undervalued only by thofe who enjoy its bemg-
nant influence. Its bafis, a conftitution fabricated
by the cdlleﬂed wifdom of the continent, by thofe
fages and hcroes, whofe ynited prudence and va-
lour had emancipated their countiy from the yoke.
of foreign oppreflion. ~ A conftitution not {fudden-
ly reforted to, as a refuge from internal convul-
fion, or a fafgguard from foreign violence, but
calmly difcufléd and deliberately adopted by an
illumined pcép}e:’ when the voice of faftion had.

long béen hufhed, and the mild whifpers of peaco:
were heard throughout the land. -

Tue united voice of the pcople has repeatedly
{urmmoned to prefide in the national government,

that illufirious patriot, whofe fuccefsful efforts in
the ficld had fo often conduéted their armies to-

viftory. The exalted head, which had been en-
circied by a more verdant laurcl than that which

adomed
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adomed the brow of Fabius, now wears a wreath
‘more glorious than that which dignified the tem-
ples of Solon. The unequalled General ftands
the unrivalled ftatefinan.  To draw a juft portrait
- of a charaler fo exalted is equally beyond the itm-
- 1ts of the occafion and ihe abilities of the {peaker.
"Before an affembly of Americans the attempt is
unneceflary. Tothem the name of WasHiNGTON,
the {piendor of his altions, and the glory of his
virtue, are infcribed onevery public {cene which s
interefting either in recollettion or in profpect.
And the eulogium, which their mingled gratitude,
efteem and admiration demand, 1s as much above
the power of language to exprefs, as the rewards
due to his piety, magnanimity and patriotifm ex-
ceed the recompenfe of all terreftrial crowns and
honors.

Tue cffefls of the event we this day commemo-
ratc were not confined to our own country, but
foon cxtended acrofs the atlantic.  The prafpett
of humbling a poweiful rival induced an arbitrary
prince to aid the American caufe with numerous
armics and powerful fleets, exhibiting the paradox-
ical appearance of f{lavery highting the battles of
frecdom. The fubjc€ls of defpotifm foon imbibed
the principles they wore employed to defend, and
caught the ardor which flamed 1n the Amencan

bofom.
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bofom. Surroumding circumftances led-to reflgc-
tions highly unfavorable to their ‘own fituation,
They perceived. the tree of hberty profufely water-.
ed with their blopd, its foliage tpreading, yet yields.
ing them no fhelter, its fruit blooming and mels,
lﬂ_wiqg in luxuriance, yet denied the deliCiOUQ_ tafte,.
it excited no pafhon but defpair., When the man-
date of their fovereign fusnmoned them to their.
- native fhores a deeper horror feemed to thade the.
darknels of delpotilm. They. beheld with min-.
sled grict and indignation a people.in the moft:
tertile country of Europe, amid the profufion. of.
the bounties of nature, obliged to live on the glean..
ings of tneir own induftry. The fcanty pittance,.
faved from the exallions of arbitrary power, yield-.
ed by ignorance and fuperflition, to. fatisfy the.
- boundlels demands of a rapacious clergy. A king-
dom converted to a baftile, in which the mind was
imprifoned by a triple impenctrablc wall of ignor-
ance,.fuperftition and defpotifm. The fervid fpirit
which glowed within them, foon pervaded their
country, and threatened deflruttion to their gov-
crnment.  On the firft favorable contingency, the
enthufialtic encrgies of reviving freedom burft the
cearments which had confined it for two thoufand
years, and the gothic fabric of feudal abfurdity,

with all its pompous pageants, coloflal pillars and
profcriptive
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'p:rof;:ri"‘ptive bulwarks, the wonder and veneration
of ages, was inftantly levelied with the duft.

AN aftonifhed world viewed with awful admira-
tion the ftupendous wreck. They beheld with
pleafing exultation the fair fabric of freedom rifing
in'fimple proportion and majeftic grace upon the
mighty ruin. The gloomy horrors of defpotiim
fled beforc the fplendid effulgence of the fun of
liherty. The, potent rays of {cience pierced the
mift of ignorance and error, “ republican vilions
were realized, and the reign of rcafon appeared to
commence its {plendid progrels.” But the whirl-
wind of difcord threatened to raze the fabric from
its foundatioh. The lowering clouds of contention
hung around and darkened the horizon. TIayette,
.the apofile of liberty, was abandoned by the peo-
ple whom he faved, and became a victim to defpo-
tic cruelty and cowardice. The damp poifonous
exhalations of a gloomy dungeon now encircle and

chill that bofom, whole philanthropy was coexten-
{ive with the univerfe, whofe patriotifm no power
could extinguifh, no dangers appal. But 1illu-
‘minated by the re@itude of thy heart and the mag-
1animity of thy virtue the trickling dews of thy prifon
walls, fhall {parkle with more enviable luftre than
the moft luminous diadem that glitters on the

brow of the haughtieft emperor. Caxnor
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Cantor will make every allowance for the irs

regularities of an immenfe people who were pre.
cipitated into infurre€tion by the extreme of na-

tional calamity. Who had not . been previoufly
prepared for a revolution by the flow progreflive
improvements of education. They poflefled no
happy conftitution, including within itfelf the fafe
and regular means of redreflirz fuch abufes as
experience muft difcover, or fuch inconvenien-
ces as an alteration of circumftances muft pro-
produce in the beft {yftem of government. Their
political inftitutions, the accumulated abufes of
ages were fo entirely corrupt, that they would ad-
mit of no reform, nor could any remedy be appli-
ed lefs powerful than regeneration. In attempting
this work they were oppofed by thofe numerous or-
ders of clergy and nobility, who had fo long mo-
nopolized the wealth and power of the nation, and
by the felfith defigns of thofe artful, fattious men,
who are continually raifing popular commotions,
that théy may by them accomplifh their deteftable
purpofes. While perplexed with thefe internal
difficulties, they were attacked from without by nu-
merous armies of combined kings, whofe avowed
objet was the reftoration of that tyranny {0 recent-
ly banithed. Will the hiftory of palt ages pro-

duce an example of fo great convulhion unattended
by
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by the commiffion of crimies ? Great as thele have
been, are not the annals of fuccefsful defpotifm .
blackened with Rill deeper horror ? Remotely fitu-
ated as we are from the fcene of aflion, our {ources
of information few, and thofe difcoloured by party
and corrupted by faQion, we cannot determine
where to cenfure or how far to applaud. This
uncertainty muft remain until the tumult of paflion
has fubfided and fafls fhall be fairly afcertained
from the pen of an impartial hiftorian.

A QursTioN of the higheft magnmitude remains
to be determined by the event of the prefent Eu-
ropean conteft. A queftion, which affefls not
France, not the prefent age only, but which em-
braces the intereft of the whole European world
and its remoteft pofterity. Should that nation be
fubdued by external forcz or internal treachery,
the tyrants who now totter on their thrones, will
exule in perfe@ fecurity, and the thackles of flave-
2y be more firmly nvetted on the fubjeéts of their
- arbitrary governments. But fhould fuccefs crown
their efforts, and republicanifm, unfullied by an-
archy, be eftablifhed among them, defpotifm will
be deftroyed, and the principles of enlightened

liberty pcrvz:ic the univerfe.
| C

SEPATRATAD
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" SEPARATED by an immenfe ocean ﬁefoﬁdly -
- hoped to remsin unfhaken by the convulfions of
“#urope, But the deprcdatmns made on our late
flourithing commerce, has defeated the illufory'ex-"
peQation. - Piratizal fpoliations' have been com-
~ mitted under colour of a Britiffy edict unfounded
in the fzws of nature or nations. The favages of
the ocean have crept from their lurking place and
feized with relentlefs hands our unwary mariners.
With fearful apprehenfion we beheld a dark cloud:
¢ fpmadl iticlf over our hemifphere and threaten to
pourgforth a deluge of mifery on our' devoted
fhores. But the cloud is broken and fcattering.
The Mediterranean again imprifons the barbarians
. of Afric, and we truft that pacific negociation will
procure retributive® juftice from Britain, and pre-
vent the necefity of a refort to arms. The fources
of wealth will again open and the prolific fireams
pour from both Indias in plentiful abundance. The
bu{'y hum of men already- pervades our cheerful
- fireety, our crowded ports echo the fhouts of hur-
ried feamen, commerce whitens our {eas, and re-
joicing Ceres fpreads the gifts of harveft waving
luxuriant o’cr our fertije plams

Americans! you have 2 country vaft in cxtent

and embracing all the varieties of the moft falubri-
ous
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| ‘*-" ous climes. Held not by chaxtem wrefled from

.. unawilling kings, but the bountlful gift of the Au-

* thor of Nature. The exuberance of your pogala-

¥ tion isiaily divefting the dreary defart of its rude

' |

./ attive, and fplendid cities rife to cheer the glocomy

ok, ¥

- v, wildemefs. You have a government defervedly

"

¥

- relebrated as “ giving the {anQlions of law to the
precents of reafon,” prefenting, inftead of ihe rank
luxuriance of natural licentioufncfs, the correfted
fweets of civil Liberzy. You have fought the bat-
tles of freedom and enkindied ‘that facred flame
which* now glows mth vivid {ervor through the
greatefl empire in Europe. We indulge the fan-

. &ane hope that her equal laws and virtuous con-

flu@ will hereafter afford examples of imitation to
" all {urround: ing nations. That the blifsful period
will foon arrive when man fhall be elevated to his
nrimiive charafter, when illuminated reafon and
rcgulated ‘lit%rty fhall once more exhibit him in
the inags of his Maker. When all the inhabit-
onts 0.. [lm glcbe thall be frecmen and fellow citi-

2043, ‘and patriotifm itfelf be loft in univerfal phi-
Iazithrepy. Then fhall volumes of incenfe incef-
fantly roll from altars infcribed to liberty. « Then

. v . )
. fhall the innumeral.le varieties of the human race

nnitedly ¢ worthip in her facred temprf:, whoufe pil-

| ']arﬁ {hall reft on the remoteft corners of the ecarth,
o whale areh will be the vault of heaven.”



