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PRONOUNCED AT WILBRAHAM

ON THE #h OF JULY 1810

BY CALVIN PEPPLER.

Government is instituted for the comm?n good ; for the proe
tection, safety, prosperity and happiness of the peaple ; and
not for tlwpi{ﬁt, honor, or private interest of Gty ane man,

Jamily, or class of men :~—

PALMELEDIR:
FROM YL ].:RESS OF E. TERLRY.
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FELLOW CITIZENS,

7
W E are convened notto cele.

brate the feats of 2 conquering Vyraut, nor the successes
ofar enslaving Despot: we are met not to celebrate the
birth-day of Kings, nor the eoronation of Emperors 5 for
mo such arc among us :  but, we are asscmbled to com-
memorate the remembrance of that auspicious day waick
 gave frcedom™ to our country and liberty to our citizens,
shat freedom and liberty which are enjoyed by us alone.
Thirty-four revolving years have rclled away,since Amerie
cams were frae, and bid defiance t2 the British Power.

The causes which gove rise to, und

the effects which produced our glorious Revolution, tho’
rehearsed ten thousand times, must cvar be a pleasing

theme for reflection,

Our pious Fore.Fathers, persccuted
sad aflicted in the land oftheir nagvity, sought tor secure
ity 1nhe wilds of America; animated with the love of
liberty and a bope of being secluded frcm the power of
persecution, they farsock their friends, their relatives, and
the country which gavethem birth, and the place where
they sught w have found protection, and committed thems
sclvesto the wide, boisterous, and then, unfreguented oc-
ean, tras-isg solely an their God for future protection.
On theit firs: landing on these now happy aad luzuriant
shores, 2 greai part of theirauwaber were swept away by
coid, famihe, and - estilental death @ and to add to their
sufferings they found themselves cucrounded by an ianu-
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merable host of savage Todians whose clemency is death
& whose compassion is torture : but amid all their suffere
ings, vace divine consclation, the frec worshin of their God
was their’s; for this they left their homes,by this they were
comforied and preserved from sinking ubder the weight of
their afllictions.  Their iafant colony rapidly increased,
& s00a they began to enjoy the blessings of peace, civil &
roligious liberty, security and domestic tranquility. Bus
short were their days of prosperity--that samespiritof per
secution, which drove th: Fathers from Europe,followed
the Sons to America : their liberties were endangered;
their charters were abolished ; trials by jury were ime
Faired ; heavy duties were imposed, oppressive laws
wereenacted ; their dearest rights weis threatened @ and
their future slavery was confirmed.  Against these they
petitioned, they remoustrated ; but thetr petitions were
slighted, and their remonstrunces neglected : 'twas thea
we apoealed to the God of Armies,to him alone we lookedd
for help, our land became an Accldama ; and our streams
rivers of blood ; our citizens were butchered ; our towna
srere burned ; and some of our fairest possessious were
de-yolished ! but those were the days of patriotism ;
“twas then, ye venerable Fathers, you astonished the
world with your bravery; in the midst of dangers ye
were undismayed ; for, on the m:morable FOUR [ H
OF JULY Scventeen Hundred und Seventy-six, calling
God 10 witness the rectitude of your Intentions, ye did
boldly and solemnly declare, ¢ The United Statesto bea
free and independent Naton.”’ From that day are we to
date our frzedom: and in commemorstion of thay blessed
cra, are we now assembled ; that day, proud Albion cens-
" ed to rule, thatday the towering Eugle spread aloof her
wings and quitting every eastern clime, where long
she'd been forlorn, perched on Golumbia’s lay ¢ and hav-
ing once regolved on freednm, “twas not tn British power
to foil our purpose: her boasted troops, her mercenary
hast, her savage tribes, and tory bands were all subdued by
Tredonia's Sons ; and after excrcising every species of
cruclty and wanton Barbarity, duving an eight year’s bloo-
dv conflict, Great Britian, hersclf, wasinduced to ags
xnawledg our rights, and confirm our indepeadense.

ok



At the close of the revolutionary
war, we have new cause for praite and admiration, cse
pecially, in the conduct of our illustrious Washington ;
for, where do we find thut leader, who bavirg by his sk:ll
and bravery, not only conquered his enemies, but come

Jetely won the affections of Lis followers, that would not
Eavc made himself tteir ruler ¢ tut not ro with the ilys.
trious Leader of our revolution : he tcck 1the sword. not
for the sake of his own ambition or personal sgrandize-
mest ; Lot tor the good of hig ceuntry and tosccure the
Bberty of his fellow citizens, and havir g effected his pur.
yose, he hastened to retire ment, and leit the acdministra.
tion of government exclucively to the people ; not long,
however, was he suffered to remain irsctive, for having
found that our goveroment was teo feeble, Waushisgton at
the head of @ chosen rumter, devised and adopied our ex.
ctllent republican form oif government, under which we
have enjoyed so much prosperity and happiaess.

Having laid aside our arms we forgot
our resentment, and I am sorry to add, almost our pru.
dence; for, I really belicve, if we had not been so ready to
forgive and pardon he whole mass of tories, and restore
them to our coufidence, we should not at this tithe, have
witnessed auch divisions in our country, and oppesition
to our government: not that I would be understood to bee
lieve, that the two greas parties in our country, are the one
composed exclusively of torics, and the other of true A.
snericans ; for I sincerely believe that a great proportion
of those, who sty le themselves federalists, ure well wishers
to our guvernment, and some, perhaps who style them-
selves republicans, are so in name but notin fact: hut, {
believe that if, at the doss of our revolution, we had been
frecd from the British party, then, among us, we shoutd
1ot 30 soon have witnessed such unhappy divisions asnow
exist: for sure I am, the patriot, who risked his life, his
all merely for the gcod of his country, would not so soon,
bave wished to see its libertics destroyed, and its governe
ment changed : and what surer wav could be taken for
our destruction, than by cxisting divisions and animosities
among the peeple, and opposing our republican form of
goveroment ! but, happy for our nation, we have always
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had a Washington, an Adsms, (apatriotin retirernent) »
Jeflerson or a Madison for our chiefs,

- Perhaps po time, sinec the days of
sevepty-five, so much required the vigilance and firmnesa
of republicans &s the present, on one hand, 15 France trame
pling oo our ri?hta, and in violation of every principle of
Justice, as well 2s against express cowvenaunt, confiscating
our property,ourning our ships and merchandize, and im-
prisoning our citizens, and although, we have sn Armstrong
who manfully exposes their crimes and reflites their false
reasening, yet, Bounaparte having power has forgot rights
on the other hand, is Great-Britain imposing unjustifiable
restyainls on our commerce, enslaving our citizens,
gnd ensuliing our government; in the midst of us are
¥rench emisaries, British spies, old tories, would be roe
bles, and disappointed office seckers &ll plotting and wish-
ihg cur ruin.

_ Citizens be on your guard ; Do you
expect protection from England ? it will be such as they
have given to their conquered andoppressed vassals in Asig,
where millions have been slain without clemencyor mercy,
or without reason or excuse ¢ it will be such protection ag
your murdered brethren found on hoard the Jersey prison
ship ¢ their plighted faith is hypocricy, and their honour
33 deception: Do-vou expect safety from Bounaparte ? i
will be the safety of the oppressed inhabitants of Spain,
Elolland, Germany and Italy : and can you put confidence
in those who justify either of those nstions? beware of
gheir devices 5 view them as traitors to their country:
withdraw from them your confidence and support ; for, i?
they get into powerthey will deprive you of your liberty,
re.d rob vou of your rights: vo, give your suffrages te
those, whp only have regard for ourown government, and
partiality forno other. Solong,as we take sides wish
anv nation we shall incur the resentment of the others, and
justly merit the contempt of that: there is no friendship
it nations beyond interest, and by tamely submitting to
one insult, only makes wav for another. Have we no
cause of complaint against England 2 Where is the friend
to hia country, who will not acknowledge, that theducrees
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‘of both Franee and England were totally unjustlfiable as it
‘respected America ? and whither the Briush blockade of
‘the Elte and Brest or the Freach decree of November
eighleen hundred and seven “was _first, is not for us to en.
‘quire ; if France injures Great-Britain, 'Great-Britaig is
‘not less excusable thereby for injuriog America, and so on
the contrary : but Great-Britain cver since she acknowie
edged our independence, has been aiming at our destruce
tion and colomzation : do you believe the possession of
Americais less desired now, than 1t was at the time, when
we were 5o fecble as to offord the mother country lintle or
no asaistance ¢ fillow citizens, were we once moreto be
sebject to that power, we should be treated, not a8 a cone
quered country, but as rebel slaves ; the resentment of hep
migisters would be kindled on account of the losseas and
defeats occasioned by our long and continued abstinacy,
and care would be taken, that we should be so- depressed,
as neverafter to be able to throw off our allegiznce-=but,
why do we talk of vassalage? we are a rising empire ; the
wealth and population of the United Statee have increased
heyond a parallel, and we want nothing but unanimity and
firmness among ourselves to resist the power of any nation
on eavth : although, we are surrounded with danger and
in the midst of perplexities, yet,my fellow citizens, no na.
tion, on carth, can compare with us in felicity ; turn your
eycs to Europe, there you behold nothing butslavery, ope
pression. carnage and death ; and ‘even the affluent and
rich, are in a state of continual fear and dependence; for
ke who is to affluence and plenty to day, may be a vagabded
6r in prison, to-morrow . Husbands are torn from the boe
soms of theif wives, sons are separated from their homes
and parents, and dragged iuto the field, not to fight for and
secure their own liberty ; but, merely to destroy and ene
slave their fellow men, to satisfy the ambition of some
mighty conquerer ; and, although, we the citizens of A
merica have to witness some of qur brethren draged into
_prison and on board the ships of the two typants of Europe;
vet withio our own horders each one mav sit doawn under
his own vine and*fig tree, with none to disturb or make
afraid : and such is the happy clime in which we live, that
we can be furnished with all the necessaries and most of
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the luzuries of life within our owa country, how much,
then, does 1t Hbehove us, at this time, t0 encourage our own
manufactures 2 let us conviace the depradators of the
East that we can live without their aid, and they will soon
edrn to respect our righis: it has been a questionewith
some, whither the United States has been gainers, or loogs
-ers by commerce  but, for mysélf I am in favour of coms-
merce, where, it ¢an be free from plunder and unjust res.
traints ; but sure [ am, that at this time, it is tetter to live
entirely by ourselves then to exposs our wealth to the depe
radation of Pirates.

¥ew things only, are requisite to se»

gure our peace, happiness and prosperity, and hand our lib.
2rtics down unimpaired to the latest posterity : have as
tittle connexions dbroad as possible ; be at peace with all,
but in zlilance with none; encourage agriculture’ and sups
port our own manufactures, thereby rewarding our induse
trious citizens, and furnishing at all times a supply for our
necessities ¢ but, above all, guard your liberties with a
icalous eve, be constant at the polls, votedown these who
are hostile to your liberties, or partial to your enemies—
and here let me add that 2lthough, 2 great proportion of
the federalists, have no doubt conscientiously opposed thae
measuresof the republicans, yet the time is nigh at hand,
in which we may reasonably conclude, that alt the honest
men of the party will be ready to acknowledge the injustice
of their opposition ; for, where now is the proof of Freach
infinence and partiality, which has been the theme of thejr
asnersions ? {s it to be seen in the late communications of
Mr. Armstrong, in which we find, that the very measures.
which have been stated to be dictated by Bounaparte, Bou~
naparte has made as an excuse and reason for his unjust
treztment of our countrymen. And further, if any dispo.
eition was supposed to be on the part of our government to
prevent a friendly accommodation with England, the
same rauct have vanished with the arrangement concluded
with Mr. Erakine, and G72at Britaia herself does not pre.
cume to censure the dismissal of Jackzon, ‘And here 1
must be allowed to notice more particulasly the conduct
which has been pursucd by the republicans, since the days
of Washington; under the administration of that wise and.
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yood man, our country fourished, 2nd although many were
then wishing to subvert our form of government and introe-
duce a fixed monarchy, yet they durst not make known

their sentiments, Washington was a republican in the ex-
‘tent, him therefore they could not expect to alter; he was -

the idol of the people, him they could not expect to degrade
or debase ; when Mr. Adams took the chair:hey began to
effect their purposes ; he was a patriot in the revolution,
he was the friend and companion of Washington, and he
equally enjoyed the confidence of a great part of the come
munity ; by the popularity of Mr. Adams did the friends
of mooarchy expect-to effect their plans ; he chose not then
to expose their purposes, but only endevoured to prevent
their effects, wherefore, the whole odium of their acts, in
a manner rested upon himself. Many republicans, then,
clearly foresaw their liberties in danger, and not only ep-
postd the just authors of their fears, but the venerabie Ad-
ars himself; in New-England, particularly the former
virtues and patriotism of their hero were fully known, and
it was impossible to believe they were so soon eradicated ;
therefore the dangers that were threatened were not bes
Yieved, and had not Mr. Adams lately rescued his own
fame by the developement of the designs of the monzarchi-
3l party, many would have still believed that he himself
was a traitor, or which they thought .most probable, that
the professed republicans were in thewrong. Having suce
ceeded in displacing Mr. Adams and with kim destroyed
the influence of the monarchial party, the government was
conducted on the principles of hberty, and according to the
pattern of Washington : but maay sincere Americans cone
fiding in the virtues and integrity of their Adams, could not
believe in the sincerity of his opponents, and thus have cune
tinued the opposition of many who we may reasonably ex-
pect will hold cutno longer.

- Those acts of the republicans, which
at the time of adoption, were animadverted with the great-
€st asperity, have now ceased to be openly censurcd: at
the time, the repeal of the judiciary law was considered as
an unconstitutional and oppressive act ; but will any one,

ROW presume to say, 12 Was an injury to our country ? have

4 Dot cight yearo' experiment convinced us thatthe business
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of sur judiciary department, has been conducted as well
withoue, as with thase additional judges ? if so ! ought not
their offices to be abolished ¢ Where is the man now who
can reasonably accuse the republicaus of too great avere
sionto war ? yet that wasthe theme of the opposition, in
eighteen hundred and four, does any one now helieve 1t
would have been better to have declared war against
France and Spain and fought for Louisiana than to have
acquired it by peaceable purchase 2 or 13 there any cne
now who brlieves thatits acquisition was a damage to ou?
zountry? who will naw say, pcace oa honourable terms
might at any time be made with Great-Britain 2 for, was
there any thing in the stipulation entered into by Mr. Erge
kine hard or uareasonable to be complied with on the part
of Great-Britaie ? was it notrather doing less on their parg

then they ought? yet by our governmentic was ratified
and by them rejected,

At no time,since the adoption of ouf’
federal constitution, has it been so difficult to determine
what measures would best ¢onduce to the general good of
the community, as at the présent, and durieg the last years
of Mr, Jelfferson’s administration ; yet, 1 believe, howeve
er unpopular they may have been ; stiil those measurcs
which were pursued, were those which were most hikely to
preserve our peace, and enduce the beligercnt powers to
redress our wronge 3 yet such is the disposition of men,
that any furure consequences will be hazarded for the sake
of preseot gain.  During the embargo the enemies of our
government spared no pzins to cnflume the minds of the

cople, and excite them to open rebelion @ but on cool ree
fl.-ction their reason returacd, and by the recent elections
in New-England, the yeomary haye expressed their ape
probation of the conduct of purcrulers ; and we find less
opnnssition to the adminmigtration of Mr. Madison, then to
any President since the days of Washington : our divige
ions are subsiding, New-York, Vermont, Massachu etts,
Rhode Isiand and Newhampshire, withio a year, have ald
expressed their coufl fence in,and returned to the support
af cur general government : and very soon, I hope. to se¢@
the honest men of hoth parities enite in destroying the powa
‘er of a British faction, ¥rench coalition and a monarchial
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If w2 are to have war with France,
let us unite as in the days of seventy-five, and convince
the conquering tyrant of the east, that although he cap de-
atroy monarchies and uptorn kingdoms, against freemen
his arms and conquerlng soldiers can have no success ; if
we are to have war withEngland, let us convince them that
the same spirit which aroused the fathers to assert their
liberty, will enable the sons to maintain theirs. 1 we are
toretire from the ocean, and live within curselves, let ug
do it with cheerfulness, and not desire peace but on just
and honoruble terms : above all let us strive to be iapeace
among ourselves, cultivate frue w isdam, and maintain
ghat virtue which exalteth 2 nation, and be free from those
sins which are areproach toany people ¢ then wili our libe
erties be gsecured, and m:illions vet unbern will hall with
joyful acclamations the birth-day ofour Indcependence.
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