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ADDRESS,

e condition and present suecess of our parent so-
ciety may be learned from the public prints: | have
therefore thought 1t more mmportant to try to excite an
mterest w the subject generally, than to zive yvou a his-
tory of their exertions. My subject is, the reason of
the imperfect influence of Christianity on the public re-
lations of men. This leads me 1o speak of Slavery
and War ; twin vices, which have grown up tozether :
which sull outhive many abuses that Christianity has
overthrown ;. and which wiall not be divided in their
fall, when our religion governs m tle world.

1 may as well say n the beginning, that Uam speak-
ing stmply of the relation of slavery and the practice
of war. I am not complaimmg of the owness of slaves:
they cannot get rid of them ; it would be as humane
to throw them from the decks in the middle passage as
to set thewm free o our country.  Neither do | con-
demn defensive war 3 it rests upon the right of self-
defence, which individuals possess, and may delegate
to covernments i they will. 1 have no taste for sweep-
wg condemnation. 1 can sympathise with the owners



l‘. ‘. +I ':l":'l )‘"i .‘ iy n
] ., .." . Y .- T \

“0,” &° _ ' : : 1 oo
L . » ¥ . ' \ .
« y ko L *

L] . ¥ r "

. ' A o l:. | A i o~ * . . t
11 “ ;- - [ ' ' ' L -
' 'Y Lol % "
. h ; Y | .
L
4 » '

of slaves, and admirq the patriotic defenders of their
country, while L'detest war and slavery with all my
heart. R

Some profess to think it surprising that these ovils
shonld still exist.  Christianity 1 manyv a glorious in-
stance has mastered human passions ; it has gained
many a victory over hoary abuses, and given liberty,
humanity and happiness to men.  Still these great
scandals of the world exist; and I thank it 1s 2ot sur-
prising that Christianity has not put them down. For
m these matters Christtanity influences men through
the means of men; it has no authority here more
than men choose to allow 1, amd to sav that our
rehigion has not produced 1is effect 1s the same as say-
mng what is sadly true, that 1t has never yet heen heart-
ily embraced and cheered onward by men. Qur mis-
take is a very common one ; we think ourselves bettey
than we are ; we take it for granted that we are Chris-
tians, and then wonder that our Christianity has so
Little power. But the real cause of wonder is this;
that men having Christianity, a religion i which all
their enduring mtevests are bound up ; a religion unit-
mg i itself the power of God and the wisdomn of
(1od ; a rehigion contammyg mducements, which one
would say were hittle short of almighty ¢ it is wonder-
ful imdeed, that men, having such a religion, should do
so little to correct their opinions by 1t and to encourage
the feclings it mspires.

When 1 mention some reasons of the nnperfect -
fluence of Christianity, it may appear that there 15 some
deficiency on our part.  We have all of us some duties
left undone ; and we must remember that we are not
to take the vovage of hie m a pleasure boat ; we must
have some coxposure, some cfforts and sacrifices to
show before we can bear the name of Christian.
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L he test reason that Christianity has had so htle
~eflfect upon war and slavery is, that men rézard the
~letter more than the spirit of the religion.  They are
Captsto measure and weigh therr duties, that they may

learn how far they must go; and how much can be
teft undone. Many have tried to show that these
things are not directly prohibited in seripture, taking
tor granted that every thing not forbidden i so many
words, 1s allowed.  This reasoming has had and still
has great effect; and yet it would be easy to show that
a man might be thoroughly abandoned, without seem-
ing to violate the letter of the Christian law.  Chris-
taanity does not attempt to push back the rushing tor-
rents of passion; it goes to the fountain head, and
checks them when they are just beginning to flow.—
Whence come wars and fightimgs among you? 1If they
come from yeur lusts and passions, Christianity forbids
vour indulging these passions, and thus prohibits war.
1t forbuds slavery, when it commands men to be just
and kind to each other; and this 1s enough for onc

who desires to know and to do s duty.

This defence however 1s a mere evaston. No man
eriticises in this way the terms of a law which he is
well dispored to obey. 1f a man is resolved to perse-
vere i vice, this s exactly the course he takes to si-
lence others; he shows to them though he does not
believe it himself, that the letter of the law 1s not so
strict as they would make it.  In this place 1 need not
say that such a measured, half-way obedience 1o the
law of God 1s pot Christiantty.  The Christian evades
nothing, shuts his eves to nothing, explans notling
away : he traces the broadest possible outhine of his
duty, and fulfils it to the utmost of his power. The
man must be of a different stamp, who does not per-
ceive that the spirit of Chnstianity 1s a spint of free-
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aom ;  that #ts olyect s to riuse the valley and bring
“the mountain low, to place men on a level as respects
thetr rizhts and privilezes : now, to deprive man of
his self-direction ; to toree him to hive, move, and have
his heme dependent on another’s will ; 1o abrnidee his
means of  amprovement, and thus cut him oft from
the higher destiny of man ; to keep his frame in un-
ceasme  labour, and condemn his mind to perpetu al
rest 3 such vile bondage of the soul 1s entirely meon-
sistent with the spint of that religion, which directs
us to measure the rights and (lamh of others by om
own. It should seem as it man were bound to show
some high commission for thus fastenming his chains on
1 body and soul as manly as lus own; to point out
where the command to love bis neig hhmu as himselt
has bheen set aside in his favor, or at least, to explain
how the sun-burnt shade upon the face, disqualifies the
slave for happiness m this world and preparation for
the hife to come.

Another reason of the Iimited influence of Christian-
iy ik, that it requires great Christian principle to make
men abandon vices, and very little to make men disap-
prove them.  They content themselves with simply
disapproving thewr own sins.  But do you consider it
much, for a man to condenmn hus own vices? No such
thing ' You know that even the guilty will go as far
as this, without the least wdea of reformng themw lives.
Yet we fall into precisely this errour m regard to pub-
lie opion 5 we constder 1t a matter of triumph when
the general sentiment sets strongly agamst any prevail-
me s A trnumph perhaps it 1s: but sot halfl so
areat as we imagine : for jong after wien have learned
to condemn the public reproach, you find it neverthe-
tha:«;im;"so‘;czihle to make them castit away. The public
vorce 1s lifted up agamst slaverv: against war too.
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thmwh less dec ld(‘(“\ hnt we muqt ha!,n- lm}r- P e -
rience, i we SUPPOSe that mere cénsire 18 1o dmtrm
them.  kFor where is the condemnation of slaven
more zeneral and sincere than m kngland and the Unt-
ted States © Yert these two natons hold more human
beings in bondage, than all the rest of the cwihzed
world put together ; where can you find the blessings
of peace set forth more mmpressively, than m an un-
principled declaration of war ?

[t i1s mere romance to suppose that the mfluence of
Christianity is felt, when men only cease to condemn
thetr erimes. But if we can see this point gained, 1t
1s somnething ; it may encourage us to redouble onr ef-
forts to bring about the dcaued reform.  Sull we
must not regard the nations as fully persuaded to be
Christian, because they tremble for a moment ke Fe-
lix betore the cloquence of Paul ; for thouzh Chrstian-
ity simply condemns the practice, men, influcnced by
Christianity, must go so far as to put down the prac-
tice ; tor right judgement 18 not the same with nght
conduct ; and men must act npon their principles, be-
fore they car deserve the nne of Chustians.

" A third reason of the lmited wfluence of Christian-
ity 1s that we consider this poimnt as gmned alre ady.—
We think that the public feehing s sufficiently alive to
the criminality of slavery and war, and that no exer-
tions are necessary to add to the prevaibng conviction
of their zutli. 1 must say that we rake praise to our-
selves too zoon.  Chrstianity can dgo but hittle to re-
forin the world, 1if men are so easily satisfied with thenw
suceess. 1 look tn vatn for the prools of this gencerat
condemmation nt these greantic sins. 1 see on the
contrary a lofty snd enthusastic mterest everywher:
sxeited by deeds of hattle 'and hlood. T see the guilty
pathe of great destrovers, traced upon the map with
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breatiioss ciotion 501 see the finest praductions of
carthly lmlnmtmn arowing out of this corruption, hke
wild flowers from the heaps where the bodies of the
slain decay, and the warmest reverence the world can
zive, lavished on those, who trample most widely and
carelessly on the rights and feelings of men.  Vve may
say that we admire not the destruction nor the guilt ;
not the field shaken with artillery and shppery with
blood, but the great intellectual energy displayed in
euiding the vast masses of human power; this will
not do; for great energy should be detested for 1ts alli-
apce with crime, rather than crime be forgiven be-
cause united with energy. ‘T'he public religious fccl-
g must be pronounced unsound, so long as men can
admire these splendid sins ; and it 1s absolutely impos-
sible for one who worships thesc destroyers, to have any

real reverence for the gentle greatness of the Son of
(.zod. Still 1 see this delusion everywhere spread. 1
zee these magnificent outlaws gazed on by Christians
with overpowering admiration, while the fair fame of
mere defenders of their country seems dull and tame
beside them. Even that man to whom this land s
more indebted than to any other ; whose name might
he pronounced here, without taking the place in vain ;
[ sece that his greatness, beside that of heroes as the
world calls them, seems cold and lifeless as the mar-
ble from which they have hewn las formi.

Neither s public opinion more decided on the sub-
ject of slavery. There are not many who will say
that the relation of master of slave 1s defensible in
itself, but there 1s no gencral sense of the mimportanee
of usimg every endeavour to remove the REeCeSSItY
which 1s 1ts only justification. Those who visit the
southern seetion of our country generally return with
their aversion to slavery much lessened @ if thev carn-
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ok with them an aversion to slave-holders, it 1s woll ta
to have it removed ;. for nothag can be more unjust
than o censure thens for receiving this sad inkeritance
trome thewr fathers: but 1t s not well that they should
forget that slavery 1s an unnatural relagion, cven s

mildest form. 1 do not doubt that masters treat thei
slaves with kindness, wor that the slaves are happiay
than they couid be if vet free m this country ; | he-
Lieve that many a slave-helder would rejoice to throw
oft the burden; but they should mnever forget, that
when the necessity which now weighs upon them ¢ x-
1sts no longer, no hwmanity on their part will atone {or
their holding m»u m bondage ; for, deprive man of
treedom, nothing but the amimal remaws; and the
permission  to hive s but a poor mdulgence after he
has lost every thing that made life worth  possessing,
every thing that distingwishes man made 1o be immor-
tal, from the beasts that return to the dust from which
they sprung.

it must be confessed, that, if there 1s any general
eondemnation of war aud slavery, 1t 1s exceedingly de-
ficate and sparing ; the siern tones of the accuser sink
mto famtness i front of these old and mighty corrup-
tions : whesn, to make b'mself heard through all the
prejudices and follies, interests and passions of men, he
should speak in the thunder’s voiee.

Another obstacle to Christian influences has been,
that men have applied a different morality te publie
and pnvate affairs.  In private concerns  they profess
to tollow Christianity ; but n publit relations they hayve
made up a different standard of nght and wrong ; a
standard of mterest and convenience, founded on the
vight of power. 'Thus we hear measures detended on
the ground of necessity, in which there 18 no pecessity,
except what oppression creates for itself ; thus, bel-
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drercnts cliim a rizht to plunder neawal vessels trad-
e with thelr enemy ; thus private property s free
poil on the schs, whtte adl civilized nations profess to
raspect it on shore.  Tnomore peacetul relatons there
fave been equally unsocw) and unnatural opmions ;
thus it was formerly, perhaps s sull beheved, that one
nation could not increase m wealth except i propor-
tion as others lost.  We bhave sometimes heard 1t sug-
vested that slavery is justifiable i warm chimates, be-
cause the heat makes it hard for whites to labour ; and
that it isvizht to involve half the worid i war, because
an fnsude has been offered to some paltry flag upon a
distant seu.  This is national honour ; a word which
deserves the curse which David breathed upon the
mountams where the mighty nad fullen.

What mnfiuence can Chinistianity have on public re-
fations where such maxims are tolerated or forgiven:
The Iaw of nations is only an eplargement of the rules
of justice and kinduess that are binding on mdividuals.
Is & man who has a quairel with a neighbour, justiied
w prevenuag all others from trading with that neigh-
hour 7 Does any man feel as if be bad personally a
better right io rob and steal on the water than on
<hore ¢ Yot such is the clam of belligerents, and
<itch the piracy which 1s called privateering and repri-
sal.  Daoes any one think that there 1s no such thing
as faar exchiange between individuals ; that no man can
prosper in business except by mjuring others 7 Does
any one think 1t night to wvolve all s friends m inis-
ery, beeause some trifling insult has been offered 1o
fmmself 7 Such s the duellists princplec. Move pro-
ronnd absurdities than these cannot be imagined ; still
rvhey rise up in the world and set bounds 1o 1he influ-
ence of Christianity.  But Chiistianity reqguives the
samne of natons as of wmdividuals o and i oy nation
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under pretence of barbarous precedent or selfish inter-
est refuses to submit to i, that aatio’s God s not
the ford.

But one reason of the iimited influence of Christian-
ity on public relations perhaps mclades all the rest that
Lait be given.  Where s there o Chnstian nation -
where 1s there a community to exert this happy influ-
ence 7 | know that many ndividuals everywhere are
faithful, and there are many regions where rehigion s
honoured and regavrded ; but 1 know of none on the
face of the earth, where Christian principles govern,
nor where the spirit of Christiamity prevails against the
spirit of selfishness and the world.  Where i3 the fear
of God foremost among those thoughts which every
day pass over the hearts of men hy mallions 7 where
do men even think of doing to others as they would
have others do to them 7 What community maintains
on the whole such a eharacter as our rehigion 15 de-
signed to form ? In a Christian country, the law of
God should be at least as well obeyed as the law of
the land : but if the laws of the land were as often
and fearfully broken as those of Christianity, society
could not hold together. Christian communities then
must not be expected to remove these evils from the
world.

Are they to operate through their representatives n
national councils 7 In the first place there is no coun-
try but this, where the popular feeling is directly rep-
resented ; in the second, we have no right to expect
representatives to take a higher moral stand than the
neople who send them. In gathering the collective
wisdom of a nation, collective folly must go with it ;
many legislators without consulting the general wel-
fare will talk of the interests of those who send them,
as il they were bound to regard nothing heside, ang
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meantrme will forget to ask what should be thre decid-
me question, 1s thisright oris itwrong?  Legislation
strongly tends to become partial, malicious, and re-
vengeful ; the savage passions of a people rush to con-
centrate themselves wn nationa! halls, hike the electric
fluid, harmless when diffased among the clements, but
terrible when gathered in the thunder-clond. Winle
such are the tendencies of those assemblies whatever
proportion of talent and wisdom they contain, and
while public opinion, supposing it to be correct, affects
them ohly by the slow process of changing the mate-
rial of which they are composed, 1t must he evident to
all, that it is not i national councils, that national ym-
provement must begm.

Some may sappose that these victous mstitutions
are ‘too hrmly cstablished for Christianity to sttack
them, svith any hope of success: that they have a
grasp which can never be unclenched from the habits

and affections of men. A strong grasp they cortainly
have even noiv ; but what was it‘a century ago? The
world has outgrown them, and begins to see their ful-
Iy, Hf not theirguilt. The truth seems to be, that they
derive their principal strength at preseit, from the
dtrange reverence with which men regard them, as -
stitutions founded in the naturc of man. "Thore has
heen neither heart nor hope mthe exertions made to
put them down.

Look first at war. What'rational being thinks that
national quarrels are decided, by sending men who
know ‘not the provocstion, to shoot 4t euach other
they are of course not decided justly ; and they are
not in fact decided at all. 'One party may submit from
cxhaustion ; but the differcnce remains, to be revived
at some futtire time, or give place to'some other. Woar
may gratify the ‘passions 6f nauons, but it Will ‘not de-
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cide thewr disputes ; and m most cases it would be -
fimitely better tor both partes to sit down with then
tancied wrongs, than make any attempt to avenge
theni,  dt may be asked how will nations decide their
quarrels without war f  The answor 1s, let them learn
that then true interests can never be oppesed to each
other ; and it they cannot beheve tlus, let them settle
their disputes as they will ; in any way bat this, Tt s
enough to know, that they camnot devise a way more
fookish, unchristian, and unsatisfactory than this.

Then look at slavery. it has become so alarming.
it 1S now so evident that at no distant time, unless the
order of nature is altered, the slaves must have the
power, that all reflecting slave-holders, though they
cannot be expected to give up thenr property, would
nrefer to have it 1 a safer form. Now there are
painful restraints upon their generosity and kimdness ;
those who desire the religious improvement of their
slaves, naturally fear to enhightenthem, when it scems
as i ‘the letting inof hght tosuch a race would reveal
the secret of their physical strength, and like the can-
dle in the fire-damp-of the mme, cause a quick and
awful explosion. With ‘the tremendous example of
tlayti before their eves, they would be glad to get 1id
of their slaves, if yvou would show them away; such a
way as this Society, now in its beginning, may at some
future time afford them. We are associated in our
ctvil interests with the owners of slaves ; they share
our burdens and vwe must aid them under thews ; there
is guili At our doors as well as thetrs, it something 1y
ot done 1o avert the threatened evil.  H something
is not done, as sure as the decree of {ate, the hour will
arrive, ‘which some prophetic volce seems already
to foretell. O P thou that dwellest upon many waters.
abunedant in treasures; thine end sholl come !
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Said I not rightly that we sharve the guilt 1 YWeare
always guilty, if we refuse to aid when evil may be
prevented or good may be done.  "There is a way pro-
posed, which if properly supported, aflords some hope
of reducing this inmense population ; not, ol course
while its means arc as at prosont fow and sinall; but
when streams from a million fountains shall swell 1t
into a tide, which, like the great rivers of our country,
shall cut its way through the barrier mountamns that
seem impassable tc man. If you say that its resources
are too small to effect much, 1 allow it; and permat
me to remind vou, that if you give as you arc able, its
resources will be so much greater. The colony 1n
Africa has been prosperous beyond hope ; it affords at
least as great a prospect as the miant settlement of
New England, of laying the foundation of an enlight-
ened, happy and religious people. But 1t is so casy
and common to call this a visionary plan, that [ am
content to put it upon that ground. Allow it 1o be as
visionary as its worst enemies would make 1t sall, if
there 1s the least chance of 1ts affording even to a few
of that miserable race, the means of rising to hawvpi-
aess and religion, we are bound to cast in the little of-
ferings of common charny ; if the chance was oniy
one i a thousand m favour of 1ts success, still, so
loug as it requires nothing that we cannot well spare.
nothing but what most of us would be the better for
sparing, we are not at liberty to balance our doubts
against the smallest hope in the cause of God and man.

When I refleet on the prosperity of the people of
thi~ country, such prosperity as the world never saw
hefore, there seems to rest upon us a4 momentous
weight of obligation to God, When 1 see the vast
tracts subducd by man fromn barrenness unto verdare
awd  beauty, and liberally rewarding his care ; when |
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see the villages gmhering, themr abodes of plenty and
peace round the spires that nse hke bamers of love
above them ; when 1 see the wild streams tamed and
led to turn the sparkling wheels of fabour; when | see
the sails on every wave of ocean brinzag home
through their beaten paths the learning and luxuries
which our own land fails to supply; whean 1 sce the
mighty cities that throng our shoves, filled with the re-
finements of the old world, and far too much of s
corruption ; when I think of the-vast reach of our
country’s boundaries, the magnificence of its military
preparation, and the navies bearing 1its thunder to the
utinost limit of the deep ; 1 leave 1t to others to boast
of this growing power; these thimgs remnnd me of «
responsibility such as never rested upon any people.
I fook for the gratitude which this unmeasurable bles-
sing should nspive, for mighty efforts m the cause of
humanity and Ilet.,zun, at least for an attempt to cfface
the wide and deep st that now covers hall owr
country, such as no other Christian nation now toler-
ates within 1ts bounds.

[{ our prosperity is growing avaricious, sensual and
unfeeling, the fate of a city recorded i seripture
wmay afford us some mstruction. Once the ships of
every nation were in the harbours of Tyre, and its
prosperity scemed set on an everlasting foundation.
Now the very ruins cannot be found on the forsaken
rock where it stood.  Theres nothing to cwempt us
from the fate of others : vessels of state that sailed as
eallantly as owrs, have foundered wid gone down.
When that tme shall come, may our country be re-
membered not by the splendour of 155 ruins nor the
melancholy glory of successful warse,  Blay its vestizes
be found i the gratitude of a much mwjured race, to
whom in fatg atoncment. it lins aovven bhertv, happiness
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and religion : then the historian of future thne. when
he turps with disgust from the uniform records of vice
and oppression, way find relief in dwelling on onr
country’s annals, and feel his heart bur within him av
he writes them down.

Oh! thou whose holiest name is Love !
Whose beams of mercy flow

From all the radiant beavens above

‘To bless the world below ;

Thy Kkindness, shared by all that hive,

fs most divinely known

To those, whose hearts have tears to gi\'rz
To sorrows not their own.

While each, beneath thy bouanteons hand,
Some gift of mercy bears,

Thy love hath blessed aur native land
Beyond our warmest prayers.

‘The blessings given to ages past,

T'he light they asked 1n vain

Are blended in our land at last,

An Isracl lives again !

Scon a8 our ory was heard above

Thy mercy made us free :

But ok ! how thankless for thy love

'The human heart can be.

For millions Jdeeper in despaic

tmplore our aid in vain,

When if one :nark of heaven were there
Qur hands might rend their chain.

How long shall man resist thee so !
"T'is time the hour began
When hearts shall feel for human wor,
And man be friends with man.
Unfailing, boundless, and divine, N
Thy glorious mercy towers !
And since unwearied love is thune

- May gratetui hearts be ourg.
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