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AMERICAN ANTIQUITI N,

Wik called upon by Mr. Smucker, Seeretary of the “Licking County
P joneer Associntion,” wo treat more fully in my Pioncer Papers on this
wysterious fort und mound question, 1 said, aud thought, that there wu
nothing in that on which I could write an article that would be of any in-
terest to the publie. It wasa subject on which I had read and thought but
little, and what little attention I had given to the subject, had impressel
upon my mind the impropriety of any attempt on my part to penetrate the
darkness or solve the mystery with which they are surrounded ; because
men of seience, and the most profound anticuarians of cur land had ex.
hausted theiv skill in vain research to solve the mystery of their existence ;
military men had searched in vain, for a sysiem of tacties adapted to thew
situation and character.  Almost every eflfort hail but tended to inerease
the mystery and intensify the gloom with which thoy were surrounded.
enee I dreaded to say anything about them, further than to merely men-
tion the fact of their existence in a portion of Union Township.  But this
ditl not secem to satisty Mre. Smucker. He thought the subject had not
heen exhawsted, and “wanted o paper o the mound yuestion,” Having
been quite familiar, in early life, with the location of several fine mounds
i the northoenst part of Ullon, as well as a few in Granville Township,
and knowing that some of them afforded a fine prospect of Licking Valley,
I determined to ascend to the top of one on my old furm, (now the Licking
County Infirmary Farm), and look for something to write about.

When I reached the sunimit of the mound, I was astonizshed at the
change that had taken place since I last visited that elevation, some twenty
vears ago,  Much of the tinder had been remeoved from the surrounding
country, especially to the west, which had greatly extended the view from
this petat.  While sitting on this clevated tumulus and contemplating the
boauty of {ie scenerv, 1 began to call to mind the several mounds with
which I had been familiar in other vears, within a sadius of two to throe
miles, and being well acquainted with the topography of the surrounding
country, I was astonished to see that they decupied so nearly a common
level on the hilitops, and thut, with a liitle more timber removed, all were
in plain view from the position 1 then oecupiad; and further, that of some
ten or more that I could then eall to mind on a terntory of =ome twenty.
ive or thirty square miles, nearly i not quite all of them conld be scen
from each and afl the others; and turther, that while there was an extensive
common view to all of' them, vet cach mound overlooked o valley ¢ plain,
more or less off which could not be seen from any other one. To make
this more elear, let mo specdy a tew cazes, to-wit: From the poszition we
now oecupied, we had aodelighttud prospeet of’ the country for many miles
around uy, oxtending west ito Hoericon Township, north into Granville,
and e the cast and southeast the whole Licking Valley was spread out be.
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fore uxe Looking over the numerous hilltops of Hoe Run and Upper
Clay Lack, the sight was Jost in the hilltops heautifully delineated on the
horizon, extending ina semiseirele from the hills ot the Roeky Fork to the
Conl Hills of Perey county, while the specinl view from this weund, and
not to be seen from any other, liew to the northwest,  "Three or four mounas
on o ridgoe along the Line between Union and Granville Townships commanil
the view, respectively, of deep valleys Iving on the north and sonth sides of
this ridgze, while one on Stephen Cill's farm, and others on the farms of
N aon Hillbrant, Mrs, Owens, My, Jones wand Joha Haynes, South of
Auter Creel, and othew on the lands of I Dunlevy, Wesley Belt, Henry
Lytle, sud others north of the railroad, cach and all have their special
views not to be seen from any other monud, and still ave all in plein view
froms the mound  above Union Station on the Infirmary Faym,  Those
motids arve all siteated on high hills, bul we have tound sinee that there
are many other mounds on the same territory, genevally situated on slight
clevatiens at the head of ravines, on the banks of streams, &e.

The discovery of these peculiarities began toopen a new train of thoughts
on the mound question, and hegat a desire for further investigation,  We
next visited some of the hill. north of the Ruccoon Valley; among which
was Fort Hill, <o ealled. This ic one of the highest elevations Lelonging to
thie range of hills, and overlooks a considerable distriet to the northeast, as
well as an extensive portion of the Raccoon Valley., On the top of this
hill we found a fort enclosing rome fourteen to sixteen acres of land, and
in the middle of it another with a deep moat inside of the wall, which wus
less than ene hundred feet in diameter.  The inside of this ix considerably
clevated but sppears to have heen dug down by some person seeking for
tren=ure or curiosities. ~ We have often been surprised at the vain hopes
of some persons that they might find a fortune in some of these motnds.
('an any sane person for a moment indulge the thought that there ever
was a people ¢r nation so isnorant as to erect such congpicuous piles to se-
crete treasure, with any hope of its safety!  Nor since stlver and gold has
' oen uged by man as ihe representative of wealth, have we anv acecoint of
any nation or tribe that huried with their dead any considerable amount of
the precions metals, or anything else of laxting value. It isall lost labor
to zeck in such places for (reasure or valuable jewels, for thev are not there.
These works were raised for no such purpose.  There may be found a few
trinkets, placed there with their dead, a thousand  years since the erection
of the mounds, by come of the wandering tribes of our native Indians,
hut beyond this you micht ®s well seek for the trearures oft Babylon in it
ruing, or for the gold of Solomon’s Temple that <o dazzled the eves and as-
tonished the rich Queen of Sheba, or that exciied the covetousness of' the
Assyrian hosts, by a search among the rubbish of that ruined pile, as to
seex amony these monuments for the treasures of these ancient Americans.
We must find =ome other use for these works more n harmony with the
human mind, or of itz ¢oneeption of the neture and relation of  things,
than that of treasure tombs or military works, or acknowledge that we
knew nothing about them.  We shall c~sume that they are the monuments
of a avil government, with It hitle of the military or mortuary char-
actep about them, and will try onr theory by the works themselves, and
leave 1t to others Lo judee of it plausibility,

We niexd wivited “Alicator TR Here we fonmd quite o curiosity It
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in v pretty fuir avtiticial representation of the aligntor, or great Americun
eroeodile. We did not mensure this singular tunsulus, but would suppose
it to be nhout two hundred foet long, and the longth of its Tegs from fortys
five to fifty foet ench,  Its tnil is eurled to oneside, and its length frem the
juncture of the legy is some one hundved feet, It i9situnted on « high hill,
and nilords a fine prospect of the surrounding conutry,  This animal-shuped
tumulus has probably been eight or ten feet high, and may bave heen o
representation of the tribal ensign or cont of arms.  Some have thought
that it was an object of worship, but there is nothing in the sureoundings
that will justify such o theory. There may have been, and probably wi.
n small temple of worshipon FFort Hill, but not here.

[ think that several of the mounds i Union might be scen from this
wsition if the timber were removed from the hills south of the Raceoo
'\'ll]l(}y. Feom this point we gelected severn] other distant elevations, on
which, we thought, there ourht to be some kind of artificial works to jus.
tify the theory we were about to adopt,  Some of  these we have sinee vie
ited and found mounds of  greater or less magnitude at each point. Vo
next visited an elevation about a mile south of Union Rtatiomn, au the ofd
farm of Henry Hillbrant, decensed.  IHere i3 a double-walled fore, about
seventy-five rods in diameter, with two fne mounds inside of it,  The wall,
with tﬁe diteh between them, have ocengied a buse of some ity feet,
There is some forty rods of the circumealntion that s in the tiniber and
has not been ploughed, but the balance of it has been in cultivition whout
forty years and iz in many places nearly efliced =o that it s at present diff
ficult to determine how many or where the openings were, but  frouw:
uppearances I think there have been gates or openings to the north, thy
east and the southeast, townred three fine springs that are some thirty or
forty rods distant at the base of the hill.  From the present appearauee,
one, if not all of these spring<, may have at some former period broken oz
of the side hill near to if not within the line of the works, but at presin:
they are all at the base of the hill.  The prozpec. rom this elevation i-
ver, fine, and embraces nearly the same territory as that frow the mound
on the Infirmary Farm, with a tine addisional view to the south, and
view of a portion of Cherry Valley, that is intercepted by hills from tho-e
mounds north of the railroad.  The tine mound near the site of the Wl
Fwining mill on the Raccoon branch of Licking river. the mounds in the
tpper part of Cherry Valley, and those in the Auter Creek Valley, news
the old English mill, as well 05 the works at the Fair Grounds, and other-
on the Cherry Valley, all would come nnder the view from  thiz dlevation,
though from five to sever miles distant.  From this point the hills south of
Newark appear to be in a Valley, while those farther east appear to foan
up above them, Trom thiz elevation. I selecizd somoe seven or eicht o1
jective points or elevations, Iying to the south andd southwest, aml rangin
from one to six pules distant from this point of observivtion, on whieh |
thought there should be mounds or watchtowess o, effeet a coniplete v iow
of the whele face of the country, especially to overioonk the wreat valley of
the Pataskala river above Hebron, but on none of which did [ know o th
existence of any artifieial works, T was anfliciently well aeqguninted with
t}lﬂ country to kuow in what particular newiboriiood eaeh of these clovi
tiony was situated, and to satisty mvself on thiz point, T oluained a horee
aud startad to examine those several locations.  On thetirst 1 towad & fort,
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(s0 culled), about two hundred feet in dinmeter, and a mound in the middie
of' it. This is on the furm of Anron Hillbrant, and has been in cultivation
for many years, but still is well defined. The second point was a ridge on
the old John Ruflner furm, about one and a half miles northeast from
Licking Church. On the west end of' the ridge I found a fine mound
some ten to fifteen feet high, aad about forty rods cast of it is an oblong,
oval fort one hundyed and fifty by two hundred feet in dinmeter, and on
the cast end of the ridge, and about o half mile from the former, is an-
other fine mound, and the remains of an artificial pool near to it.  This
pool has heen about one hundred feet in dinmeter, and the hank thrown up
to form the pool well defined, but has at one point been swept away, 50 as
to nearly drain the pool.  The top of the ridge where this is situnted iy so
narrow that the water fulls oft' to the north and south from the banks of
the pool.  With the broken part restored, this pool would still be some
six feet deep.  These works are all in the timber, and have not been dis-
turbed by the plough, My fourth point was a high hill, a half mile west
of Licking Chureh, on James Black'sland.  IHere, too, iga fine mound that
has recently been opened in search of' treasure. My fifth point was on
Thomas Stone’s furm,  FHere too is o mound that can be seen in some di-
rections for several miles. My sixtli was a ridge lying between the residence
of Willinm Moore and that of' Jozeph Rhodes.  On the cast end of this
ridge have been two small mounds, that have been nearly blown away by
the winds, and near the west end there 1s another small mound.,  Fhe sev-
mth was on the lands of Mr. H. Kagy, near to the former residence of
the late Col. W. W. Gault. Iere, tou, 1s o mound; but the lasy three or
four mounds have the appearance of never having been finished, My next
point was on the high lands, in the vieinity of Nelson Ducklind’s,  Thixs
point T did not visit, but was informed by Christopher Winters, ISsq., that
there is one on his farm, which joins that of My, Buckland. I put up over
nizht with my old friend and assveciate of my youth, James Wells, lusq.,
who with his excellent wife were pioncer children, and enter fully into the
spirit of these pioneer resurrections. May they live to the full cluse of the
century, so much of whose toils and triumphs they have already shared.
My next point was on the west line of the township, and south of the C. O.
Railroad, in the vicinity of where Asa Brown hives. Thisis usnally called
a low, wet, beach country, hut is in reality an elevated plain or ridge, that
marks itself c¢learly on the horizon, when viewed from other distant eleva-
vations. I started for Mr. Brown’s and traveled up the Pataskala or
south branch of Licking river, to the town line.  Near the hunks of the
river T found several small mounds, but I found my principie oh=ervatory,
or sicnal mound, on the furm of Mr. Clark, o half mile south of My,
Brown’s. I again called on Mr. Brown, to whom I was already indebted
for many items in my Pioncer Paper, but, I did not find Mr. Brown <o
well posted on the mound qguestion, and perhaps disposed 1o he a hittle
skeptical as to my theory. Dut after spending an hour very pleasuntly,
and partaking of an excellent dinner with o wedding party, I agnin staried
north on the town Jline till I crossed the railroad,  Here we found mounds
on hoth sides of the township line.  Tfrom here we traveled west and noreth
til we reached the old Columbus road from Granville, near to the residence
of Col. John C. Alward.  On this trip I found several mounds, some in
the vieinity of Kzekicl Cunningham, Itsq., but the largest 1s on the furm
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of Zophuninh Alward,  The swmmit of this would command the view of
o lnrge scope of country il the timber were reminved, and signals could he
engily exchanged between thig and those on the hills near Hebron, or with
those ahout Union Station, and perhaps with not more than one repeating,
to Columbus, I put up with Mr, John Deeds, on York street, and spent
one day in this vicinity, and found severn]l mounds, Irom here T tray-
eled south and crossed the South ork into Aotnn Lownship, and down the
cottnty line, south of the Bloody Run Swamp to the Baltimore Rouad, thence
to Hebron, and along the Iast line of the township, hack to Union Sta-
tion, In thig trip, I sometimes laid down fences and rode through furms,
nid sometimes would leave my horse and walk @ mile to examine some ob-
jeetive point, and T have found these mounds everywhere on this territory,
both on the hills und plains, in sufficient number to vverlook the whole
aurfuce of the land, and I do not helieve that within the bounds of my re-
scarch there can he found a single fifty acre lot that can not be viewed from
gome one or more of these artificinl mounds, I haveexamined the loeation
of more than one hundred, and have not found a single exception to
the rule that each one is #o situated as to command a view, more or less of
which eannot he scen from any other, except in o few instances where they
were double or in pairs,  This rule, however, would not held good where
they are found on a level plain in elusters, whieh is sometimes the case,
On thig trip I 'met with Mr. Jesse Thompson, of Hebron, but formerly of
I*airficld county, Ohio, who informed me that when he first settled on Walnu
reek, in Fairfield county, about the heginning of® the present century,
there was @ graded road, cusily traced in the timber; that it was some
thirty or forty feet wide between the ditches, and appeared to be s obd as
the forts and mounds, and hie always thought it to be a road Jeading {ron
the works near Nowark to those at Cireleville, as it was on 2 line between
those points,  But I have met with nothing of the kind, nor do I supposc
that, in the present improved state of the country it could he found.
There are some of theze mounds that appear to be in an unfinished state,
and some that must have been intended to answer some other purpose than
that usually assigned them, or of signal points.  There are several mounds
on the lands of Me. Dunlevy, and some of peculiar character.  There is
one west of the public read that ix by way of eminence calfed *‘the mound.”
because of its being larger than any other in that vieinity, that I will try
(o deseribe. It is situated o half mile north of the creek and nearly
half mile west of "the public road, on a gentlv undulating plain.  This
mound is about twenty rods in dinmeter at the hase, and although it has
heen in ecultivation for many vears, and every cffort made to reduce it=
heighth by ploughing around it, (for it is too steep in ity ascont for @ teans
to pass over it), it is still xome thivty feet high,  On the south side of
this mound there appears to have been a land-slide that has considerably
reduced the rrade of the ascent on that ds, theswing it a hittle out of
regular cirele, and giving it rather a semi-oblate torn, On the north side,
there has been! w narrow graded voad for aseending the mound. "Chis has
been nearly destroyed by cultivation, hut <l can he =cen. But the grept
curiosity in councction with thisTmound, and o peeuhiarvity that L bave
et {found in any other, 12 the remains of a massive vaalt in the southwest
part of the mound, that has extended nearly or quite to itscenter. oy
the present appearanee, this vault mugt have heen ot less than sixiy by
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ono hundred feet, and possibly much morve than that, By its fulling in it
haos left tho top of the mound in the form of a crescent or semi-cirelo, anl
doubtless has greatly reduced its altitude. [ think that the bottom of the
vault has been nearly on o level with the surrounding plain,  There als
appears to have been o narrow subterranean passage through the mound,
from the north side of the mound to the vanlt. This is indieated by a nar-
row sink in the walls of tho mound, that extends from the vauit to the
northern extremity of the mound. This transverse sink in the wall is yet
clearly manifest, though the plough has pnssed vver it soveral times,  The
length of this subterranean passage to the main eave or vault, must have
been nem‘ll\; two hundred feet. Ilow the roof of this great artificial cavern
may have been sustained, whether by an arch of sun-dried brick, or other-
wise, 18 left to conjecture ;- but if all other mysteries were solved that now
surround some of these works, we could soon find means to sustain the roof
of the caverns. Some thirty or thirty-five rods south of the mound is an
excavation of considerable e fent, from which o portion of the material to
erect this pile was doubtless obtained, The soil of this mound is very fer-
tile, while a portion of the surrounding plain is comparatively sterile.
There are other tumuli around this at various distances that are in plain
view from this. Among them are some in an unfinished state, but oth-
ers are complete. But none other possessed the threcfold character of
- watchtower, signal point and magazine for stores, Irom o half mile
to a mile and a quarter to the northeast from this singular mound, is o
series of knobs, or tumuli, of not less than fifty on an aren of some three
hundred acres of land. Most of these have always been considered by the
citizens natural elevations, though there are among them several well de-
fined artificial mounds, and some things in others that give them the
appenrance of a series of artificial works, or perhaps rather, natural eleva-
tions with artificial termini. While looking among these hillocks, which
range from cight to fifty feet in heighth, and of various forms, |
noticed that fiom the side of one of them a tree had fallen, that had turned
up a root of some six feet in depth, whick would reach to the level of the
surrounding plain.  This I examined, and found that it had brought up
from the hottom a stratum of rich black soil, apparently of drift formation,
while above it was a mixture of clay loam and gravel. This mound wns
not less than o hundred feet above the alluvium or bottoms of Auter Creek,
and nearly a mile distant from its chuanel.  This stratification of carth in
this tree root showed not only that this was an artificial tumulus, but that
it had been erccted on the original surface soil.  Not more than two hun-
dred feet from thisis found the lareest mound that I have scen in the county,
or that I have ever seen, exeept Everman’s Mound, in Jusper county in the
State of Illinois. But there are in this State some larger mounds.  Thiy is
nearly round, between three and four hundred feet in diameter at the base,
and, I should think, fifty feet high. "There are two or more other well de-
fined artificial mounds on my futher's old farm, now owned by Wesley Belt,
but the greater portion of these elevations are on Junds that were vwned,
when 1 left this State, by Reuben Linnel, Justin Hillyer and James Cun-
ningham, all of which I believe is now owned by Mr. I, Dunlevy.

There arc among these knobs some ponds of water which 1 think wre
artificial pools. Though the land there 1s generally quite porous, and the
water passes away quickly, still, from gome cauge, fome of these pools ave
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very retentive, and hold water nearly or quite the year round.  As wé g
west from this singular cluster of elevations, along the line of Union nndd
G ranville Townships, we find quite a number of mounds, some of' which
are clenrly in an unfinished state while others are neatly and xcientifically
cnmpleted. | o

If I now resided among these works ax I did in former vears, and folt
tho interest in them that I have since the middle of A&wil Inst, I should
investigate them with as much earo ns I was capableof. I recollect to have
seen, while residing in this' State, other fine mounds in different parts of
this county, purticularly in the townships of St. Albang, Burlington and
McKean: and in Mr. Smucker’s “Historieal Sketches” we are informed
that they are found quite numerous in the townships of Licking, Bowling
(ircen, IFranklin, and Hopewell.  Some of these are represented to he on
u grand seale, and of o peeuline and interesting charncter,  Several of
these mounds were composed wholly of stone, and very lurge.  We have
also seen them down the LickingValley as far as Zanesville,and on Jonathan’s

‘roek, also east of Loancaster in the county of Iairfield, and in the vicinity
of Columbus in Franklin county. These all ccem to hiave belonged to the same
series or cluster of works,

I find in a late publication hy John C. VanTramp, entitled, ¢Life in
the West, with a view of the States and Territogial Regions of our West.
ern Empire,” an elaborate report of “A Party of Literary and Scientific
Gentlemen from Natchez,” who examined the works on the Mississippt be-
low that city in May 1838; and another from a “Tourist,” describing the
works on the Great American Bottom, in the State of Illinois, Lelow the
city of St. Louis, that are very interesting as literary prodactions, and if’
the design of their publication had beep none other than to advertise the
literary skill and ability of their authors, they were commendable and
worthy of perusal, but as to their throwing any new light on tlie subject, as to
their nature and origin, or of the original design of these works, that will
at all harmonize with the unbiased understanding of thinking men that
have ever been familiar with the<e strange works,—it is not there; but on
the conirary some of their conclusions are rather laughable.

In nearly or quite all these mounds that have been ecarefully examined,
more or less broken pottery has been found, and in the small mounds elustered
together on level plaing, many human bones, sometimes mingled with the
bones of beasts, of birds and of fishes. But in the scattered mounds, or
in those on the hilltops, but few human bones are found. It is often the
case that bones are found near the surfiace on the sides of the large mounds.
These were doubtless placed there by some of our wandering tribes of In-
dians, long since the erection of the mounds, while come of those at the bottom
of the mounds were likely placed there at the building of the work, or in
vault that may have been provided when the mound was first erected.
We are informed by Doctor F. H. Jennings, Iate of Muskingum county,
that he had seen one or two mounds opened that diatinetly showed the re-
mains of vaults in them, in which bones and other relies were found.

Since we became interested in thiz mound question, Mr, [saac Smucker
placed in our hands “The Writings of Caleb Atwater, published by the
author,” in 1833, which treats extensively on these mysterious works of
antiquity. This is a work which I never had read till now; and when 1
think of the extended investizations of Mr. Atwater, of his abilities as an
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watiuaring, and of' the renown of those learned men, whom he has enlled
to his mid, it looks like presumption in me to attompt to present o single
idea to the world, on o subject so intrieate, that wmﬂt\ in tho leust conflict
with the apparently satistactory conclusions of these learned writers.  But,
to my umlurstmldiug, the military, the mortuary, and the sacrificial ideas
seem to have prevailed in the minds of all these writers, in nearly or quite
all of their investigations, to cuch an extent that we think that their pre-
possessions of thought have led them iy some respects into erroneous con-
clusions.  And, though I may subject myself to the derision of the lenrned,
who may esteem themselves more wise. on this subject, I will venture to
cast my thoughts *‘upon the waters,” and lot them sink or swim, as they
may fuvorably or unfavorably impress the minds of thinking men. 1 am
natisfied that o great amount of error prevails in our country in vegard to
those antiquities, and if I shall but suggest a thought that will dircet the
wise into o channel of investigution that will develop light on the subjeet, 1
shall feel that T have rendureg’ A service to my country.

We learn from the writings of Mr, Atwater that these works seem to
have commenced about the head of our northern Lakes, thence down their
southern border into western New York; from thence in a southwestern
direction along the streams, through the Mississipi Valley, and up the Gulf
to the City of Mexico.  He also gives us dingrams of most of the principal
works in Ohio, snd some representations of curiosities and sacred images
found elsewhere. In fact, Mr. Atwater, unlike the writers in VanTramyp's
work, manifests a stronger desire to arrive at the truth than to captivate
by literary flourishes or by picturesque imagery. I have been both de-
lighted and benefitted by the perusal of his writings, His great research
into the ancient history of the old world, both sacred and profane; his
careful and apt comparisons of the tumuli of the various ages and na-
tions of the earth, their orizin, nature, general charncter, loeation and
use, from which to draw cunclusions as to the origin and design of our
own mysterious antiquities, i+ truly interesting, ingenious and instructive.
But notwithstanding this evidence of great learning, skill and research, I
still think that preconceived military and sacrificial ideas and mythologieal
history has had too much to do in the conclusions that have been drawn
from these premises. For Ican see in the larger proportion of these works
nothing 1n the nature of military defence, but little of the suerificial, and
the mortuary, merely incidental except where they are found in clusters on
level plains. These works are found very numerous in the State of Wis-
consin, extending up the west shore of Liake Michigan, from near Chicago,
to Sheboygan, from Lake Winebago, down the Rock River valley to Fulton
ors the Migsissippy, in the State of Illinois, and from Milwaukie across the
State down the Wisconsin River to the Mississippi.  And in vol. ITI, of
the historical collections of Wisconsin, page 178, in & paper by < Alfred
Brunson, of Prairie Du Chien,” we are informed that there are in Craw.
ford County alore more than a thousand of these works.  Who also says,
‘“ the fact that human bones have been found in gome of them, ig no evi-
d: nce that they were erected as tombs for the honored dead, because the
Aborigines found here by the whites, hiave long been in the habit of bury-
ing their dead in them, and as many of these tumuli have been opened with.
aut finding either bones or any thing else in them but soil, the presumption
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13 vory strong that tho hones sometimes found in them are from the [nter-
menty of the Indians, who mwore recently oceupied the country.” M,
Brunson, presents various arguments to prove that they were not ereeted
ns twmuli for the dend,  The mass of the works in Wisconsin, are seid to
he representations of animals : and Mr  William R, Smith ¢ President of
the Btate Historieal Society, of Wisconsin,” in the third volumn of the
History of Wisconsin, (page 263.)  After coming to o conclusion dircetly
the opposite of that of Mr. Brunson, and speaking of the total ignorance of
the Indinn Tribes as to their origin or design, uses the following language :
“ Why should not these animal-shaped mounds be considered as pessessing
n strictly heraldic character? There would be little difficulty in assigning
to them such a symbolic menning ; if they could be considered as the fina
resting places of such Indinns 68 bear the names of, Little Turtle, the Bear,
the Bufinlo, the Engle, the Little Crow, the Watchful Fox, the Snake, the
Deer, the Warrior, the Black Hawk, the Wolf, the Pauther, and the Ali.
gator; many of the mounds resemble figures to which such nominclutures
muy bo well applied.  ‘But these Earth-works belong to n period when a
different race existed ; and yet the names of individuals, and of Tribes or
clans, may have been in like manner conferred and held, in ancient as in
modern times.” Here is a theory that I have seen advanced by no other
writer, and although it may have some apparent plausibility when applied
to the works of that particular locality, it could not have any general ap-
plication to our American Antiquities. There are some twelve to fifteen
authors represented, or quoted in these works of the Historical Society, of
Wisconsin, still no two of them agree, except in the military theory. And
this is taken for granted by nearly all, without attempting to present a
single argument to sustain it. \We are further informed by those Wiscon-
vin writers, that these works are generally locsied on high elevations, that
commnitnd an extensive view of the surrounding country, just as the circu.
lar or pyramidal mounds are found in this state. And I can see 1o more
to justify the military theory in these animal shaped turmuli of the north.
west, than I can in the round, and angular works in the more southern
portions of the Mississippi valley ; let any thinking person, for a moment
reflect on the idea of a fort for military defence, or protection, one, or even
two hundred feet in diameter, of easy approach at every point, or of a
mound crected a quarter of a mile from drv land, in ~ lake of water, being
erected for a place of retreat, and security from their enemies in time of
war, when it would have required, as many men as could have stood upon
the mound, two grenerations to have erected the work, to say nothing
about the want of stores to stand a siege in such a place, while the enemy
had control of the main land, such a theory ia simply preposterous, yet
such was the deliberate conclusion of a ¢ party of Literary and Scientific
‘Uentlemen from Natchez” I suspect however, that ¢Col. Cognae, or Cagt.
Bourbon,” had more to do in arriving at this conclusion, thun either, Na-

poieon Scott, or Hardee.

1 have sometimes thoucht that we free American Fathers were too apt,
x:rhon we fird 1hat we have a boy, that §s too lazy to maké his living by
farming, or any other industrial pursuit, to send him to cdllege with the
View of erowding him into some of the leapped professions, Bat too-often

he nsars collage without, any dofipite purpoge, and leaves it. bos 3 gradn.
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ated fool, — Lut feeling his importance with w Diplomu in_his pocket, he
drives oftiatter the first shadow that flits before him, and hrings vp with
vestilts similur to the above, you will find o few of them in nearly all the
Learned Professions, but our political ranks ave over run with them, and
i our wilitary ranks, not a few, but this iy not the question at issue,
Neurly all the writers on our antiquities, coneede to our mound-buildery, a
preity high state of jutellectual eulture, and who have left us very few rel-
ies, or evidences of Paganism, yet all that touch upon that subjeet at all,
speak of them as o worshiping people, and some  think there is satisfactor

evidence of their knowledge of the true God,  But our author’s ideas of
their mode of woership are governed by their notions as to their orgin.
They usually ascribe to them, the mode of worship practiced by the peo-
ple and country, from which they suppose them to have origivuied.  They
nlro concede the iden that there has been some cities, and posstbly somo
farpe cities, and  that some of the Tumuli, may have been ased as
Weoeeen Towers, in time of war, or insurrection, But that such use was
only incidental, or emergent.  But what cvidence they have that there
cver was such a state of war, or insurrection as to make such use neceseary,
they fvil to tell us, wnd we are left to infer that they admit the watch-tower
theory, beeause the works so strongly indieate that character, that they
cnnot ignore it, yet they are so strongly welded to the military, and the
mortuary theories, that they cannot give themup.  \/ith due difterence, to
the great ability of many of these learned writers, we think that some of
their conclusions are bused upon observaticas too superficial to entitle them
to much ceredit. T prove this we need hut cull your attentioa to sowe of the
writings on this subject.

Mr, Atwater =ys that many of the writers on there antiguities, never saw
the works themselves, or if they did, it was only from gome public convey-
ance, 1 hasty flight through the country, and consequently they knew
nothing ahout them, and their representations are not reliable.  This no
doubt, in some iustaneesistrue.  But those newspaper correspondents, and
other persons seeking literary renown, are not the only persons chargable
with having arrived at conclusions, and published opinions, based upon ob-
servations quite too superficial. Mr. Atwater himself, with all his care, is
not safe from this charge, for in his report at the antiquities of l.icking
County, though he made a personal survey of them, he secems to have but
little knowledge of their extent and diversity of character. He gives us
verv correct diagrams of a portion of the works on Cherry Valley, and
spaaks of one or two mounds, south of Newark, 2nd some pitts below New-
ark, and south of Licking River. These he calls the works in Licking
County, wlule they constitute but & very small prepr:tion of those works.
He also say., the-e works aresituated on ar  elevated plaing forty or fifty
feer above the elluvium, or creck bottoms aud gencially forty fect above
the country around it, while in fiact they are situated on a low plain, net
more than forty or fifty feet above the present worn chan..ols, of the stream
and nearly surrounded by high hills, and on which are but little, if any
le-= than one hundred mounds that look down  upon that valley, or plun
and its works, none of which does it appear that Mr. Atwater had any
knowledge of ; besides this, those works extend nearly or quite all over the
cunmy, and east into  Muaskingum, end GJSb,o:Efﬂ.. unties, and south.
tnta Povm® and Fairfd Cornties, abd wisk 5o Tranhli Oty An
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I douht not it cavefully exumined. would bo found in u continuous line to
tho Mississippi; and it their builders did not constitute ono great Nution,
or King lom, thoy consdented soveral lurgo cities, with exteusive country
surroundings, wnd enjoyed suci fenternal relntions with cich other, n9 to
loave us no trace of the lines of division or any marks of diseord, or of
bloady wars. But on the contrary, they huve left us un abunduance of mon-
amentnl testimony, thut thera, hus been o well avrangad, and thoroughly
organized civil governmert, I'or we do not hesitate ¢ express the opinion
that the great mass of those antiquities are the monuments of peace, anil
not of war, us is generally supposed, my reasons for this opinion iy then
wunt of adaptation to military purposes,

Nearly all of the circumvalations, or forts, so enlled, are construetel
with the moat, or ditch inside of the wall, and many of’ them are very
small, ranging from one to two hundred feet in dimmeter, and of easy ap-
proach at any, and all points on the outside.  Now to call such works mili-
tary fortifications, is not only absurd, but supremely ridiculous, I care
not what principle of warfure, you may nssign to these mound buirders ; or
what weapons t‘m_v may have used ; whether the primitive Sling, the Bow
and Arrow, the Javelin, the Dar, the Sword, or Cutlags, cr any kind of
explosive weapons,  For any, and all of those, tliey were useless, ag places
of security, or for defence.  Just so, in regard {o many of the wounds.
Many writers from whom we might expeet rational conclusions, when they
could find nothing to justify calling them monuments for the dead, they
would adopt, and publish the much more absurd theory, that they were
erected, for places of retreat, and sceurity in time of' war, and for batteries
of defense, while none of them gives us the slightest intimation as to what
kind of batteries cculd have been used by these ancient people, that could
have been adapted to such works, still this was  the deliberate conclusicen
of the “party of Literary and Sciemific Gentlemen from Natchez.,” DBut
these men are not alone in adopting that theory. It is quite common all
over the country, but the fact that the uneducated masses have adopted
an absurd theory, is not a sufficient rcason that learned men should do the
same thing, and confirm the unwise in their error, simply because they, the
learned, cannot find rational use for these works. Let them rather ac-
knnwledge that they know nothing ahout it.  That would set the mass to
thinking, and investigating with more care. I am informed by William
Liockard, Esq., of Clark County, Ill<., but formerly a ciuizen of Ross Coun-
tv, in thi< State, that the largest and mos<t noted Tumalus, in that part of
the eountry, is a triangular mound, on the point of fand between, and at
the confluence of the point, and Seilota Rivers.  That it is located on the
alluvium, and at the rivers sometimes overtlows the plain for a considera-
ble distance above and around this singular tumulus,  That it contains
an arvea of about ten acres of land, and is some twents-five to thirty feet
high, and level on the top, and was covered wital - ~mmore and other
timbar, a3 was the river bottom, on which it was locaied.  And while he
resided there a man ereeted a house on the top ot'it, andsunk a well toa
Level of the surrounding plain, and that broken Pottery and other evidenees
of its artiticial construetion was Huml all through it. - And further, tiot
tho ascent was very steep all rouad it, except at the upper, and most aceut
angle; weithor this sogaiyr trrubey, nor o Tiree fort 2 mile cam of it sevos
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the Seioto, are noticed in Mr. Atwater's work, or any other that I have
seen. T have introduced the account of this mound here beenwse of its
stngolue churaeter, and tosay that this too, is ealled w militury work, But
cianany person conceive of any instrument of war, previous to the discov-
cery of Gun Powder, that would have been udupth to tho defence of an
extensive pluin from such o point ! If not, why should we violate the hu-
man understanding by assigning them o use for which they are in no way
wlapted, and that too where none of the surroundings “will justity the
theory, while we may assign them o civil use in complete harmony with
their natore and the usnges of the age to which they bv]lung. The form of
this mound would indieate that it was sacred ground, or an emblem of du.
ty, wned mny have been the foundation of o prast temple. It was a common
custom, amonyg the ancient nations of the earth, to carefully guard the lives
nnd dignity of their rulers, by prohibiting the promiseuous approach of their
~ithjeets,  Thix iy still the case with some natious: it is done in various
ways; the most colmmon, is by military guards, who were chosen with ref-
erenee to their good will, and attachment to the person or thing to be
gunrded.  But in the great ity of the Assvpeinn Empirve, (Babylon,) the
Palace of the ruling Prince, though pro.ected from the approach of enemies
by the great wall of the city, was also protected from the near approach of
his own people, by three additional strong walls, surrounding the Palace
within the ei'y. It was much the same with the Jews; although they
were the chosen people of God, and reputed to be the Righteous Nation of
the Earth, and were entrusted with the secrets of Jehovah, which when
unfolded by the fullness of time, were t. become a blessing to the world,
still thev could not be irusted to govern thems=elves by their moral sensi-
hilities, but were limited in thelr approaches to their own sacred Tabernacle
and their Great Temple, by the outer courts that surrounded them. But
we need not name isolated cases, for the principle has been common to all
nges. It anyof us to-day were to aitempt to visit S.. Peler’s at Rome, the
Mosque of Omar, at Jerusalem, the Palace of Napoleon, in Erance, or of
Victoria in England, we should find them all strictly guarded. Justso with
the arcient people that erected those American Antiquities, they understooa
human nature well enough, to know that it was better to spend money, and
lahor to maintain the peace and dignity of their government, by guarding
against trouble, than to spend it to quell insurrection. Hence these nu-
nierous monuments of their wisdom and greatness spread all over our lands,
And it is left for ux, without the aid of letters, tostudy the theory of their
covernment from these nmute relics of's pre-historicage. Though we should
fuil a thousand times, in our efforts to fully comnprehend their nature and
utility, let us not give up the research, but diligently pursue the inquiry, and
encourage the people living among these works, to carefully observe, and
preserve every thing that may tend to throw light upon the subject, and in
due time report their dizcoveries to your Pioneer Associations, to be laid up
in vour Archives for secientifie investigation, one object may throw fight
upon another, until lightand tosth may crown your efforts, My own theo-
ry in regard to these strange works has been shadowed forth in what |
have already said, T have told vou that T looked upon them as the monu-
ments of peace and not of war. ' The cireumvaladons, or enelosures of
what ovur fient o the atorcourta of Seals of Royalty, and of Temples of
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Worship, and enclosures of  Magazines or Public Stores, of Publie Parks,
or Pleasure Grounds, while others were for Athlatic oxercises and other
public games. We find tho works varied in their charncter, and well
adapted to these sev/ral uses, Those whose nature indicato the location of
senls of royalty, or of temples of worship, are so constructed that the out-
side multitude could easily appronch to within a suitable distance to offer
their ndulation to the Princes, or their adorntion to the Gods, and witness
the sacrificial offerings of the Pricsts in the Temples, yet the deep moat iu-
side of the wall, punrded those snzred precinets from the press of an enthu-
siastic, or a ancreligious multitude, The same may be satd, asto the adap-
tation of those whose nature ..nd loention indicate other uses, whether for
nleasure, or for the protection of public #lores.  In some places theve works
ara numerous and expensive and indicate a crowded state of Society, or
rathern large city popalation. And the works gradually grow more sparse,
a3 they recede from these apparently central points, but with occasional
minor-¢ usters that indicate the location and protection of subordinate Rul-
ers, tho locations of Magazires, cte., yet we find no eigns of discord or of
separate independence.  Such a great central City do we think once occu.

ied the hills und vallevs of Licking; and which centered on Cherry valley.
E’o the greater part of the mounds we assign the character of Watch-Tow-
ers, and signal stations, from which the watechmen kept a constant look-out
and by concerted signals, could report any incipient move towards Insur-
rection, or insubordination to the Laws, as well as to announce the signs
of the times, or the approach of danger from the elements, or from any
other source. The location of these mounds not only indicate such a use,
but is such as to greatly facilitaie such a mode of communication with ra-
pidity and certainty. The idea of such an attachee to the Government as
a watchman is not novel, for such an office was common among the primi-
tive oriental governments; and judging from the writings of Isaiah and
Ezckiel, they were found among the Jews at a Iater date than that of the
erection of these American Antiquities, And in an age when letters were
unknown, such watchmen, and such a svstem of signal communicatiors,

were of gren importaneée in the government of a large tribe or nation.
There are in some places, usually o lével plains, many small mounds that
were doubtless erected as tumuli for the distinguished dead, while there are
others that seem to combine several uses. Pnt the greater portion of the
seattered mounds were, doubtless, for the use we have assigned them, and
constituted a system of commanication extending from the center to the
circumference of the Kingdom, equalled only by the modern telegraph.
These watchmen were doubtliss among the learned men of the nation or
tribe, and their position an honorable and an honored one in the King-
dom, for they must have constituted the principal medium of communica-
tion between the different and distant portions of the Kinedom.  And hav-
ing been educated for this special office, it was probably held for life, and I
should not think it ireredible to suppose that vaults may have heen prepar-
ed in the bnse of their watch-tcwers to receive their mortal remains, after
having been worn out in the service of their country, that thev might, after
death, continue to enjoy a relation to their honored position in life.  This
iy uceount for the few human bones found in ~ome of those seaitered tu-
muli. The mathematinal skill manifest in the construetion of some of these



16

works, ta well ng tho fino topdpreaphical engineering shotwn in the loeation
of these sienal motinds, indiente a pretty Ligh dogreo of culture, for that age of
tha world, and T think conclusive evidence that they were ot crected by
the aneastors of' our native Indinns, as it 18 not probable that they aver ud)-
vaneed hevond the hunter-grade of civilization in which wo found them,
while oue mound-builderas must have been muech in advance of this, These
rignal moundsz are not always found on the highest hills, but where they
will command the most coraplete view of the whole land, whether below
or ahove their loeation, and where they can be seen by the preatcst number
of other mounds, by views through valleys, or between distant hiti-tsps.
Thix feature ia an important one and cannot ha the result of accident. On
the contrary, it shows a careful cconomy n locating them, 80 ns to attain
the object of their erection with the least amount of labor -possible,  This
would have been needless had their design been other than that we have
wasigned them.  They would, in many nstances, have much better suited
the theory of *‘worship in high places,” or of ‘‘ monuments for the dead,” it
they hal been differently situat d, from that in which we find them  We,
in one instance, found a mound on an offset or table on the hill-side, where
it commanded the view of an adjacent valley that could not have been seen
from the ton of the hill, while there was none on the hill-top, seventy-five
tect above the plain or level table on which the mound was situated.  And
vet this meund was but little less conspicuously situated in its relation to
other riounds than if it had been on the top of the hill.  Again, the size of
these “Tumuli” are to a considerable extent governed by the nature of the
eround on which they are located. On high, narrow pointed, natural cle-
vations, theyv are much less than when the hill-top presents a broad level
surface; also, on gently undulating plains they are lurger and taller than
when situated on the hills or on smooth plains.  Another feature that I
have notieed is: that their number is governed by the character of the face
of the country where they are situated. On rough, broken lands they are
numerous, while on smooth plains they are but few. Still where they are
tound at all, they are found in sufficient numbers to overlook the whole
surface of the land. In our Prairies of EKastern Illinols, there are but few,
except along the banks of the Wabash, but the few found away from the
larger streams are generally large and “tall, and so situated as to overlook
a large Jistriet of country. Now, we would ask, why all this kind of dis
crimination, if their primary object had been of a military chisracter, or for
altars for sacrificial, or as monuments for the distinguished dead.

In fact such a theory is irreconeilable with the hrman understanding of
the nature and relation of things. The mind must be educated to such
theories betore it can see any thing in these works to justify them, that
these ancient Americans, like the ancient Igytians, Phonicians, Assyrians,
Chinese and other original Tribes, or Nations, may have been superstitious
in some things, and behind the present age in the arts, and sciences, may
be quite true, but that is no reason why we should attribute to them, intel-
lectual inconsistencies, that would sink them below the wild Tribes, that
roved through our Forests when first found by the people of Europe.
[Tow many of us ean give a rational account of the original desien of the
Pyramids of Bgvpt. We maythink we know, but with an unbroken chain
of History reaching nearly back to the probable period of their erection, we
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atill know but little about them, yet they are there, and  wero erected hy
the most learned nation of that age.  No person pretends that they were
ilitary works though they are as ‘well adapted to military purposes, as are
T T r \ > ,
our maunds.  Wo hiave no fault to find with the representations given by
Mr. Atwater and other distinguished men, of what they have seen and ex-
amined, But we do object to their conclusions, when hased upon such
limited observations as is manifest in regard to the antiquities of Licking
County. There are at least eight forts or eirewmvalations in the county
that I know of, that are not, noticed by any of those writers, except three
(hat is mentioned by Mr, Smucker, and there cannot he less than three
hundred mounds that ave net noticed at all; vet when they are viewed as
n whole, they present n very different feature than when seen in isoluted
parts, though these parts may have been the mast prominent portion of the
works,  ‘Lhey must be exnmined from the centor to the cireumference and
the relations of the several parts to the whole as well as the scientific har-
mony of those relations, must, be studied to fully comnrehend their use.
Lt any person that is well acquaninted with the face of the eountry inform
himself'as to the location of fifly or one hundred of these reattered mounds
in facking county, and then let him ascend a few of them, and imagine the
timber all removed, and he will be astunished at the harmony of their vela-
tiong, Nearly all will seem to he in plain view, from almost every point.
And further that nearly all scem to have been built with reference to
the works on Cherry Valley as a common center.  Cherry Valley, is that
part of the Licking Valley, west of the City of Newark, that lies between
the Pataskala, and the Raccoon branches of Licking River, extending from
their junetion up the Pataskalato the mouth of Auter Creek, and up Rac-
roon Creck some threo miles to the range of hills dividing the Raeeoon
and Auter Creek Valleys, It is a beautiful plain, the soil iz gravelly, but
very fertile, It embraces about three thousand acres of land, and lies
nearly in the shape of an equilateral triangle. On this plain is situated
several of the largest and most singular artiticial works to he found in the
country.  The principle one of these (so called) fortifications, which con-
tuing about forty acres ‘of land, is owned and oceupied, by the “Licking
County Agrieultnral Society,” and the place where they hold their anuual
IPaivs. This part of the valley seems to constitute a. central point, in the
extensive cluster of works, Iving in (hiz and the adjoining counties.  And
after becoming satisfied in my own mind, by observations from various
clevated points, that the arrangement and location ot the works of Licking,
would justify the theory that Chervy Valley was the central point, wheneo
radiated the power that controlled and gave vitulity to this great city, whose
inhabitants perliaps nwnbered but little less than the present population of
the whole :tate. "Fhis beautitul valley and its works, began to assume an
importanee 1w this tield of antiguities that I never had thought of betore
though fumiliar with with its curious works all my life,  Now every antiyue
artiticial fenture about it became an object of importanee, that might have
wrapped up in it volumes of valuable history.  Not having tound anything
in “Alligntor Mound” that I thought would justify the idea of its being con-
sidered an object of Idolitrous worship, and having found the triangle in
several of these avtificial works, which is an ancient symbol of the Truc
(iod. T eoncluded to again visit the great work owned by the agrienltural
=ociety. and examine “Fagle Monnd,” T went there withont any donbts about
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finding tho representation of an eaglo sproad out on tho swfuco in the cene
ter of the area enclosod by these great walls.  But whon I camo to oxam-
ing its form and proportions, I could not sca the “IEagle,” nor r.ay thing
that would justify the idea that the mound was ever intended to repre-
sont any living thing, It could not have boerr intended to represent a bivd
heeauso there is neither MHead, Neck, or Tail, and the wings do not tapor
towards the points, but on the contrary are even larger towards the ex-
treme ends.  And the abdominal dimentions are much too large to be in
proportion with the otherparts, While the Alligator mound below Granville
strikes conviction to the minds of all that sce it, even at first sight, that i,
wns intended to represent the great American Crocodile. It cannot but.
raquire o great stretch of the imagination, to find any animal characteris-
tics whatever in this so called *ISaglo Mound.” At least, such were my
improssions; my feelings would have harmonized much hetter with the ides
of cnllitng it n representation of & man, in the act of swimming without an
legs, which it might be said to repregent pretty fairly. But 1 do not think
that it was intended to represent any thing of the kind.  But on the con-
trary, that it is the ruins of a massive Temple, or Palace of a vuling Prince,
that hag been erected with perizhable material, sueh as unburned brick.
The main part of it 2ppears to have been about fifty by one hundred and
cighty feet, with vestibule and tower in front, and wings extending to the
vight and left some sixty feet iv length from the main building. ‘lhe
wings {ull back some twenty to twenty-five degrees from a right angle
with the main building, and probably had Towers at the extreme ends,
This is indicated by the larger pile of earth at the ends of the wings. My
reasons for calling this the ruin of a large building is, First—1Its form being
that of a large building, with wings to the right and left and vestibule and
tower in front. Second—1ts situation, it heing a little in the rear of the
center from the great gate of the court, that surrounds it, and fronting the
entrance, or gate of the court.  Just as I think a skillful draughis-man of
any age would place such a buildirg to be in harmony with its surround-
ings.  In the third place, its materials.  All the plain on which these
works on Cherry Valley are situated, is fullof gravel, or publie stones, even
to the surface ; and the walls of the court that surrounds it are of thu
same character, while the mound or ruin, is composed of good brick-clay
free from gravel, and foreign to any thing to be found in this vicinity.
There is also another slight elevaiion of this same kind of clay outside of
the court. It is situated to the right of the road, leading from the gate of
the court towards the Pataskala, or South Fork of Lickiug River, and in-
dicates the former existence as' a Block of' Buildings, or Guard IHouses,
that extended some three or four hundred feet from the walls of the court,
to, and beyond the site, where the Trustees ure preparing to ereet a Hotel
Building for the use of the Park. This bed of eiay 15 froin 12 o 16 inches
deep, resting on gravel, while but a few feet from it, the gravel is found to
come to the surface. This debris Iying as it does, by the side of the pass-
way to the only entrance to this Royal Conrt, und between the parallel
walls, that it is generally believed were erecied to protect the passway from
this sneved precinet to the river, isstrongly suggestive of the location of a
series of Gruard Houses, to prevent the promiscuous entraunee of tmproper
persons, to this well guarded seat of royalty.  This theory is so adverse to
puything heretofore presented, fn regard to this great work, by any writer
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that has (ronted upon these antiquitios, so far as 1 have any knowledge of,
and this particular work having alwsys heen lonked upon hy the minss of
thoso that have keon it, or seen Mr, Atwater’s Dingram of these works,
with such fixed military prepossession, Lshall not wonder it many und {H-r-
haps among them some lenrned men, shotld denounes it a8 funciful. — But
when any of my readers foels tempted to pass guehr o judgment, Iet then
fitst 1r0 10 work and get up n theory morein harmony with the works, nid
their suvroundmgs, and with unbinsed eonvietions of the muan mind, then
will I eoncede their right to denounce my notions,  But in the absence of
any thing better, I honestly believe that any commen-sense man, that will
critically examine theso works und their surroundings, divested of’ adl pres
possessions will find ten times as mueh to juetii'y this as he will the military
und “Sprend Engle” theory.  We ennnot review the fichds off antijuities
in the Fastern Hemizphere, nor in many parts of ot own country, is oth
ers have done.  But 1vom what we have read, and what we have seen, we
helieve that the works of Licking eounty are a shir type of all the works v
this continent, of a similar date.” But the question will naturally avise in
the mind of many:

Who were the people thut erected these works 2 and what has hocine
of them, or of their decendants 2 These questions are not necessarily con-
nected with the primary object or our paper, and it would seem {oliy for me
tondvance any theory on that subject,when our most able Iistorians have pre-
sented to the world such diverse opiaions,  Some have attributed them to
Northmen, who they think reached our north-eastern coast about the xev-
enth or efghth century of the christinn era, others equally disposed to cateh
at straws think that they have found some Irish relics, and some Celtie, or
perhaps rather some Hiberno-Celtic Hieroglyphics engraven on the rocks an
our coast,  While others have discovered and translated some old scandin-
avian manuscript records, that points out this country ne New Ireland, set-
tled by the Trish, about the year 1000 to 1003, While Mr. Catlin asceribes
them to the Welsh who migrated to this country, under “Madoe, Prince
of Wales,” in the fhurteanih century, and who he traced by these mouu
mental works, from the Guif of Mexico, up the Mississippi, and Qhio Riv-
ers, and a remnant of whose decendants he finds in the Mandan Indian:,
In tact they have been aseribed to almost every European, and Asiatic
Nation on the Earth. While Mr. Baneroft nearly scouts the idea of their
beiler artificial works at all; some of these notions ave prepusterous to the
minds of persons that are at all familiar with those antigquities, for they o
not at all harmonize with the age and character of the works.  Mr. Atwa.
ter, Mr, Breckenridge, and many other Scientific Antiuarians, have nude
laudable eftorts, to dizcover their design, their age, and their nationality,
from the relics that arefound in and about them. But these too are »o
diverse in character, as to their age and nationality, that it s dithieult to
arrive at any satistictory conclusion frem that source.  To show the dufii-
culty an’<ing from this couree, I will relate a fact given o me recently by
Lder Joun Nmoek, of Dremen, Periy eounty., but who was ity ome
years i eitizen of Muzkingum county in Ohjo,  Elder Smock says, he is
seventy-one vears obd, and when he was about twenty vears old, while en-
raced in hurning charcoal, ou the Muskineum near Dresden, for the use
of the Dresden Furpaces, he and reven others, prompted by enrio-ity
opened @ wmound that was about cight foet high, situated i the Town-hip
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oft Mudizon, about one mile novth-cast of Dresden,  On doing so they found
i the middle of the mound, and on a level with the surrounding plain, five
himan skeletons, lying in o radiating position, with the feet lowards the
center. 'Phat with the bones, they {fmnd o Invge number of flint arvow
points, =ome of them seven or eight inches long, and that they appenred to
have been contained in o wooden box, that had entirely decayed, All.-'u, tt $tong
hnmmer, in shape like a shoe-hammer, with a groove avound the middle of
it by whieh {o bend it to the handle, tustead of an eve through it Then
there was o hlite mavble pipe ; this he represented as being o plate of blue
nmarble, about eight inches 5011;::, one amd & half’ inehey wide and a half ineh
thick, with the bow] in the middle of it.  Lhat there wag threo ovfices off
small size, drilled through to the bow! from cach end, that o person counld,
amdd that he often had smokerd through ench and all o' the six orfices. e
suys the pipe was nicely exeewted, with some ornamental work on it. 'l
pipe was clnimed and held by Mr. Veepie Yaw, who was the oldest manof
the party, who afterwards moved {o Tudiann, - The fourth article discoverel
was o brass kettle, of about three callons eapacily; this was bruised, and
flattencd by the weieht of the earihr on ity but iz material not greatly in-
jured.  Itifth, an ax, rathera long bit and narrow; it was whatis usuaily ealled
the old Virginia or English style of ax, and ol about four pounds weight.
[t was pretty badly rusted, but not so but what in distinetly showed the
iron and steel, when ground to a smooth surface.  Herve are soveral articles
found lying in juxiaposition at the bottom of this arcient fumulus, that
evidently belong to ages, not less than three thousand years apart, and
with the mode of burial, representing several nations.  IFrom which it may
be seen that it would require close diserimination to delermine the matter
~from this source.  But with all these difficultics, this is probably the hest
source trom which any definite conclusions can be drawn. I we were fully
assured that those curiosities said to have been taken from the large stone
mound south of Newark, in 1861, by Mr. Wyrick, were really found ns
vepresented, we should not hesitate to express the opinion that they were
placed there by some of the “House of Isracl,” after the giving of the “Law
trom Sinai,” and the erection of the Tabernacle, and possibly after the
huilding of Solomon’s Temple. But we find that some of the best informed
citizens of Licking county, do not think that the antiquity of these relies
have been fully authenticated.  But if these were fraudulent, there have
been many relics found in and about these works that were not fraudulent,
and Mr. Atwater, who has taken more pains to colleet and compose the
lessons taught by those relics, than any other writer, of whom I have any
knowledge, thinks that the preponderance of {estimony from that source is
in fuvor of Asig, as several images representing their deities nre decidedly
ovienial, principally from Hindoostan, and Southern Tartary. And fun-
ther that the marks of “civilization agrees with the civilization of this part
of the world, at the probable period ot the arrival of the mound-huilders
in this country.  Alsv that their stature and  physiology are clearly Asia-
tie, judging {from their fossil remang, and he thinks clearly mark them as
having sprung from the same division of the human race.  Mr. Atwater
also thinks, that they were an agricultural people.  This hie draws {rom
the fact of their adherance to the rich alluvial districts of the country. |1
will not take it upon myself to criticise thig theory, (und all that any person
can give on this subject is but theory.) Still I am inclimed to favora dif
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lerant opinion,  That is that they were o Nation of Shepherds 3 this Teonclude
(rony their uniform adhereneo to the water conrses, seeondly, though thore
i no evidencee that they ever occupied wlat may reasonably he supposed to
have heen ol that aige of the world, compuentively stevilo Inndy, they  were
nob condined o the alluvial disteiets, hut wers sprend out over o wide  dis-
triet. of high volfing, and what we muy sunposzo to have boen good pastural
Finds,  "Lhirdly, thay hawve lelt no renin- 8 of substantinl  dwellings, or of
menufiwelores, sueh ws holonge to an agrieultueal nation, they were doubtless
nomigratory people, 'l"huugh they may have continued in the rume place
for sevoral genevations, or even for centuries, still we think that fike the de-
cendints of the Ishmael, the mass of them always dwelt in tents,  Henee
weomy by ablowel ty doabt theie Chinese or flindo origin,  Feom Sears’
thistory of China and Dudin, we have renson to think that they of  Asian
woere, like the Ieypiians, anagreicultural peoplo from the start, and if onv
monnd butlders had emigrated from  Eastern Asin after it had hecome so
Lthickly populated, neto induce such migrations, wae should probably have
had some other evidenees of such an origin, - While the Pharaohs were
building the Pyramids, the people of China were a refined, and  highly cul-
tivated wuion of Sitk Manufacturers, and we think that an emigration
Prom gueh a soeinty, like the Dreaids of Joneland, would have left somo
move unmistakable evidence of it, than we find in our American Antiquities,
We think that thess ancient Americans, like many other primitive nations
had thetr origin in the peneral dispession from the Plaing of Shinar, and
that the state of civilization to which they attained, like that of other ancient
nationg, was tne natural growth, or development of their own system of
meniad eulture, and not borrowed Teom any other divizion of the Earth.
And whide the Earvptians, and people of Bastern Asia became Farmers and
nunditeturers, some, a3 the PPhonicians, beeame merchants, while the
Amerieans, and some other divizions were devoted to a pastoral life.

And others, still fesz incined to improvement remaine.d in the wild hun-
ter State of civilization, a sample of which is found in our native Ameriean
Endians, and whose ancestors we think were not likely at auy age to have
heenr more civilized  than they were when first found by Europeans.  ¥From
whieh you may infer that T do not believe that these wild tribes of aborie-
ines or thetr ancestors had any thing to do with the erection of these works.
But what has become of them, or their decendants?  This too is a question
that we cannot give a definite answer.  Whether they passed away by
[estilence, or Famine, or as did the inhabitants of the *Clities of the Plain,”
by the Fiat of Jehovah, in consequence of their sinz, or from some other
canse must be leit to the developients of the future.  But in this matter
woe are inclined to tavor the theory of Mr. Atwater, and some others, who
think their deecendants are found in the Astecks who were found in Mexieo
when tirst invaded by the Spaniards, or in the native inhabitants of South
Ameriea, and Peru, or in all of them.  There seems to be almost as mueh
uneertainty, as to the origin of these tribes, as there s in regand to the
origin of our anliquities.  While these people were found by the Europeans
i a mueh hicher state of civilization than our North Ameriean Indians,
they were also found at the Southern terminus of thiv series of’ antiquities.
The state of civilization in these tribes, as well as their size and physinloey,
ure sid to Justity the opinton that they sprang feom  the same race that

- o
erected those works, and whose o1l remaps are found in these tumulh.
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But. whether this theory is correct or not; this wo do know, that at some
we-historie ago of our continent, there has heen o people here in vast num-
Iwm. much more cultivated and civilized than those wo found horo, who
have lelt their marks in thero durable monuments, from whose mute leszons
nlone we are left to gather the ancient history of our country, and its mu-
tations for a perind of severnl thousand years.  And though we may never
fully vnmpreﬁgnd their tenchings, let us continuo to carefully study the
hook before us, for soon wo shall censo to have them to study.  They aro
mpidly passing away by the sacroligious hands of civilization,  This is all
wrong. It is & species of vandalism that should not w allowed.  They
ought to be protected by state authority, ns sacredly as the Pyramids of
[ievpt,  But as this will not be done, let us as far a8 possible preserve
them i written records, and faithfully transmit each successive ray of light
that may break forth from them, t¢ our successions, and not forzetting thid
in the language of Rev. B. Smith, of Wisconsin.  *“We are setiing in the
midst of monuments that are dumb, let us watch, they may hercaftor spenk.”



