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ORATION.

([t ig hoped the seaders of the following pro.uction wulglance over with
'~ a jefs critical eye any inaccuracies the. may perceive, on account of
the pcmt’fnr fLrzation of the Author. Elz io who n Nature harbecome
a hlank, from the toual lofs of igt, cannot be fuppefed to bein a habit
of committing his ideas to paper with thar nice precifion, elegance,
regularity, or method, which they can command who have uever been
. wifitedl with thiz greate of 2!l human misfortunes.  Thedeas, how-
ever, 1n th.s Addrels will be found ftrong and vigeroue, and frequenti,
originni—a proof that fofs of fight does by nomeaasimpatr the encrgy
of the -tnnrtmrllativ: facilities of man ¢
¢¢ Somuch the rather, thou Cer.zst1ar Lrenr,
¢ Shine inward, and the mind through ali lier jowers
0 Irradiate —emm———, ' MitTON.] FEdit.r,

-l

__-:

FRIENDS & FELLON.CITIZENS,

¥ YERMIT me to folicit your attention,
and the indulgence of your candour,
while I attempt to develope fome of thole
rmportant principles which are connectcd
with the nature of this anniverfary—thz
eftablithment of our independence, aed the
ground of hope to all the oppreficd and un-
fortunate nations of the carti.

The period is at length arrived when man
is about to take cognizance of the dearddt
interefts of” his fpecies.  His imteliectual
powers are excited to action upon anelevated
{cale, comprehending An indefinite extent of
human felicity, Reafon has determined to
examine with a wrutinizing cye the nature
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ot every principle which can be employed
for the produive benefit of the fpecies; or
which, on the other hand, can poflibly ope-
rate deftrutively to the happinels of man.
The philofophers, the patriots, the philan-
thropifts of all countries are combining the
withes of thsir hearts and the effortsof their
minds to meliorate the condition of the hu-
man race ; -and, {o enrapturing is the objett
that lies before them, that while they view,
even at a diftance, its accomplithment, the
benevolent fenfations which animate their
hearts add to the mind new epergy of
thought, and beftow upon intelle¢t a pecu-
liar force of benchcial operations. They
oehoid, in the progrefiive movements of in-
telle@ual power, the certain ruin, the ine-
vitable deftru@ion of thofc peraicious fyf-
tems of error and fuperflition, of civil and
religious defpeotifm, which have {o long de-
{olated the world and degraded the charaéter
of man. Iris not dithcalt to difcern the
effets of applying the energy of human in-
telleét to that ancient order of things now
crumbling into duft by the poverful exer-
tions which are oppoled to its iniquitous
principles. -

The grand object of all civil and religious
tyrants, thofe privileged unpoftors cf the
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woitld, has been to {upprefs all the clevated
-operations of the mind, to kill the energy
of thought, and through this channel 10
fubjugate the whole earth for theirownfpe~
cial ensolument.  When men are kept in
a total ignorance of their rights by thofe
whom they are taught to revere as beings of
a higher order, it is not to be expelted that
they will be capable of that altivity by
which alone their privileges are to be re-
gained.  Slavery and fear have rendered
them torpid and fenfelefs, without acquir-
ing knowledge fufficient to exercife a holy
indignation againft their opprefiors.

- Retrofpectively examining the condition
of mzn, we behold the moft fruitful fcurces
of human degradation and calamity. Inall
the ancient world, Man, every where bend-
ing beneath the weight of a compound de-
ipotifin, feems almoft to have loft the ercét
attitude affigned to him by the power of
iNature, and to grovel upon the earth the
miferable vitita of 1gnorance and tyranny.
I'n thofe regions of flavery and wretchedncfs
atl. the rdvantages, ull the erjoyments,
which would bave refulted from a cultivated-
underftanding and the eftablithment of li-
berty, are concealed from the view of the’
lruman eye; and the philanthropic mind is

A3
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compeiled to contemplate a frene "of ruin
and diftrefs capable of being exhibited On}y
by the royal butchers and ccclefiaftical im-
poitors of the world,

Theextent of this mifchicf, and the prcf-
fure of thefe misfortunes, are not diftinctly,
percewcd or realized by the Anferican citi-
zens, enjoying all the bounties of nature
and the blefiings of 2 free government, ex«
cluded from the double defpotifn of church
and ftate, .and difpofing t will the fruits of
their mduﬁrv for the cultivation of their
minds, or other purpofes, fuited to the ace’
quaﬁnon of that moeral happinefs, for the
attainment of which man every where ex-
hibits fuch ftrong defires. |

'To all the enjoyments which can poflibly
refult from the pofleffion of his faculties,:
Man is jufrly entitled by the laws and con-.
ftitution of Nature; but which, inall ages,
he has been ﬂﬂamtfully deprived of by the
Tyrants of the carth, who have never had
any other obje@ in view than that of rob-
bing him of his juft rights, for the purpole
of carrying into effect their own nefarious.
mtentlws. |

It is impoffible at this time, nor is it ne-:
ccﬁ'ﬂry, to cairy the mind over the vait re-

zions of the ancient wosld, in order to exhi-

L
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bit the térrible fpeacle refulting. from
thefe political and religions inftitutions
which have ferved only to degrade and cor-
rupt the {pecies, and which have robbed
man of the brighteft ornaments of his cha-
racter.  The carth for ages paft has drank
the blood of innocent beings, and this blood
is juftly chargeable to the crimes of I’riefts
and Tyrants of deteftable memory. Not a
{pot of this fair creation has been exempt
fromn their ravages; and their names will
defcend to pofterity covered with that odi-
um wiich will ever attach itflelf to {uch
criminal tranfaltions.,

The powers of Man, however, in the
progrefs of their improvement, weredeftined
to give tu the fpecies 2 melioration of their
unfortunate condition. It is the energy of
Intellect that has taken cognizance of the
rights of human nature; and 1t is this slone
whici can corret the errors of ancient fyf-
tems and renovate the world.  The prefent
ftate of the human mindaffords roed 2round
to hope that all retrograde motion in humnun
concerns 18 already excluded from the cata-
logue of probable events; and we look
forward to a new order of thinus, compre-
hending the moft bencficial exertinn of our
rattonal faculties, and an upprecedented
diffulion of human fclicity.
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Ameng all the events recorded in hiltory]
the moft important is that of the American
Revolution, by which the cord that bound
us to.the cofrupt government of Britain was
fevered for ever.  Itis not neceflary at this
time to difclofe in detail the hiftorical falts
productive -of this aftonithing event: they
are ftili frefh in every Américan mind; and
it is moft ardently to be hoped that they
will never be forgatten. They evince in
tie Britith cabinet the moft unequivocal
defign to cftablith tyranny and defpotifmin
the New World: but, by protruding the
{chemes of domination beyond the point of
fuffering lenfibality among the peopleof this
country, the mahignant and deftruive in-
tention was deftroyed, and the objeéts on
whom this wicked plan was intended to
operate avenged themfcives upon the heads
of the projectors.

. The corrupt defigns of Britain toenfl:ve
Amernica being diftinétly perceived, it was
all that was neceffury to excite the citizens
of this country to vigorous aétion in defence
of their hiberties.  T'hey were roufed by a
{fudden impulfs, the effects of whichcircu-
lated with the rapidity of eleltrical fire.
They {faid with a mighty voice, . a voice that
{hall one day found dreadful in the ears of
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every tyrant.onearth, ¢ Weare not born to
¢« be enflaved by the corrupt governments
¢« of the trans-Atlantic world.”  La-
menting the neceflity of war, and appealing
to ¢¢ the Supreme judge of the Univerfe for
¢« the re&itude of their intentions,” they
¢« pledged their lives, their fortynes, and
e their facred honour,” for the defence of
their deareft rights, and the fecurity of their
moft important privileges. They armed
with alacrity, and exhibited the meit unex-
ampled efforts.  They thed their blood and
diffipated their treafure in the glorious con-
teft, and Liberty was triumphant in this
Weftern world. |
In regard to the confequences which will
eventually refult fron: this important revo-
lution, it is impoffible to make anyaccurate
calculasian., -t we already behold fome
of the eifelts which have flowed from this
political conteft. We behold them in the
operations of the human mind—-in the
encrgy which has been difplayed by the n-
telleCtual powers of man, and the conie-
quent gradual decay of {uperftition and fa-
naticifm-—in the progrefiive and extenfive
improvements exhibited in the American
country—-—in the cultivation of {cience, the

difcovery and application of principies, the
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more geineral diffufion of kncewledge, and
the melioration of that unfortunate condi-
tion to which man by the tyrunts of the
earth has been devoted——in the French Re..
volution, an event of the moft aftonifhing
nature, dnd extremely diffimiler toany thing
recotded in the page of ancient hiftory, but
which prefents to afflicted humanity the
confoling hope of {ufferings alleviated or
wholly deftroyed. - |

It is true that the philofophers and phi-
Janthropifts of Frante, by their writings
-and diffemimation of general principles, had
been gradually preparing the way; and,
when the conteft betwten America and
Britain commenced, the court of Verfailles
obeyed the {entiments of the nation without
intending to gratify them.

In addition to the previous preparations
for this beneficial event, the impulfe re-
ceived by the French army in this country
was transferred tc the centre of France, and
defpotifin received a {hock deitructive toits
‘very exiftence; and commnunicated with a
‘néw epergy, refulting from a contbination
of operating caufes, and efpecially the fuffer-
ing fenfibility of a magnanimous nation.
The throns of the tyrant, and the inftru-
ment of tyranny, the Baftile, felt the juit
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refentment of an inj urcd wplc. hf::yL
commanded them to be dp thol hed, and
they were feen no more. They fpal(e and
a new order of things prefented 1ticli to
View.

In vain have the defpots of the earth
combined to ftrangle in its birth the child
of Freedom. Libertyis impelled to ation
b a righteous ' zeal unknowr to the flaves
of kings. She walks ereét in confcious dig-
nity, and defies the infulting powers of her
enemics. She moves with an energy di-
vine, and proclaims happinefs to the human
fpecws

Nothing but the ardour and forceattached
‘to the cau fc of liberty wonid have fuftained
France i the penlous hour of her diftrefs,
convulled as fhe was internally, and labor-
in'z vnder an unparalleled weight of dcfpotlc
mahgmty, refulting from the combined in-
tentrons of the corrupt courts of Europe.
Itis not ditficult to difcover the motives of
alion in the profligate d.ipots of the Old
World : butjt js lamentable and aﬁom(hmg
to obferve a fimilar {pirit altu.ing the
minds and mﬁucnung the withes of fome of
our American citicens. Whence this pos
hitical apoftacy, this dereliction of good
principles in our own country? It jis -
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‘¢ not,” fays an extellent writer, ¢ becaufe
““ gdod principlés have been violated that
“* they are to be abafidoned.”  Humianity
deplores the cruel exceflfes which are at-
tached to great and important revolutions :
but the enemii¢s of Freedom have charged
thefe exceffes to the wrong fide of the nc-
count. ‘They cannot, with juftice, be
charged to the true {pirit of Liberty; but
to that wicked Defpotifim which ‘oppofes
the righteous progrefs of general emancipa-
tion. - If ‘human nature, in the fervour of
its anxicty toobtain the priviteges-of which
it had been unjuftly deprived, fhould exhi-
bit a‘degree of refentment towards its op~
preffors, it is to be tonfidered as a natural
refuit-of that 'WEIGHT oF OPPRESSION
ufider which 'man has grcaned‘fo:' {o many
ages. = B - |

"When the condition’ of France previous
to the Revolution is confideted, and theob-
je@ts to ‘be cbrained and the means to' be
madé ufe of for this purpofe are brought
inte the' calculation, the events to be de-
plored are not {o' numeérous as might have
beéen expelted. But admitting them to be
more numerous and'  fhocking than the
bigheft ftatement reprefents, this can pro-
duce no ferious influence on the mind of
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the philanthropift, fincerely attached to the
liberty and happinefs of man.

There is no price too great to pay far fuch
ineftimable bleffings. ‘The American citi-
.zen, who relinquiihes his attachment tothe
caufe of liberty on this account, knews not
how to diftinguith bettween primary princi-
ples and the vicious actions of a turbulent
individual ; between political truth and the
finifter machinations of a party. Itis not
an uncharitable conje&ure to fuppofe that
thofe who indulge fuch violent refentments
againft the French nation, on account of the
£:CEsSES of the revolution, are influenced
by other fentiments than thote which are
purely humane and benevolent; and that
fome {ccret attachment to the Briti(h {yftem
of government has united itfelf with their
pclitical opinions.  INor is thisa mere con-
jeCture; fince it 1s evident that thofe who
feel the {trongeft attachment to the French
Revolution are the moit decidedly oppofed
to thoic meafures of our own government
refembling the Britith fchemes of policy;
while, on the other hand, thofe who advo-
cate thofe meafures are not obferved to
focak with . much affetion relative to the
true intersfis of I'rance.

The virtuous citizen, attached to the in-

B
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terclts of mankind, will admit with relucs
tance the political opinion that nations are
incapable of zoverning themfelves: but this
opinion is induiged by {ome in our own
country, wno were not inconfiderable ac
‘tors in our revclution, |

It 1s not our willi to criminate the inten<
tions of man ; therefore it is perhaps more
charitabie to call thefe errors of judpment,
refuiting from a wifh to maintain a benchi-
cial ftability 1n government, But, from
the experience of future ages, the neceflary
data will be difcovered on which a decifion
of this kind muitt ultimately depend. In
the mean time It is the duoty of every en-
lichtened citizen to apply the force of his
genius to the difcovery and application of
thofe fundamental principles which are
conne@ed with the true interefts and the
progreflive improvement of the human
fpecies. |

The political affociaiions hitherto efla-
blithed in the world have had nojuft regard
1o the improvement of the aétive powers of
inan, They have ferved only to bury and
fupprefs the operation of all his talents;
.they have not regarded cffentially any of the
primary obje&ts for which civil inftitutions
ore neceffory; and they bave eftablifhed

&
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thofe vicious and injurious principles
which have caufed ruinous and deftruétive
ineqgualities, dcgrading to the very exift-
ence of intelle¢tual power, while the true
interefts of focicty have been concealed
from the view of the multitude, -

The primary and fundamental objeéts of
ali civil and political inftitutions arc the
prefervatron of perfonal and individual ex-
i{tence—the eftabizhment of Libertyon its
true bafis, tle principles of Equalitv—tho
{ccurity of the fruits of man’s induftry, and
of his purfuit of happinefs in every potiibls
way, not inconfifient with the welfare ot
any member of the community—and al{o
the frec exercife of the mental faculties 1n
the difcovery, difclofure, and propagation of
unportant truths.,

Thele objelts being efientislly importars
in every aflocrated body of men, the more
perfeitly a civil conflitution {tcures and
citablithes them, the nearer it approaches
the true point of political truth and pere
{oition. Every code of fundamenea] faw,
which departs from the a&ual atezinment o5
the objects beforz - mentioned, infringe:
upon the real liberty and happine!s of cvury
imember of the community.

‘Lo develope a pian wiuch would fecure

B2
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to man all the improvements, and every
enjoyment of which his nature 1s fufcepti-
e, is -extremely dificult.  The decifions
of the ftronge{w minds.on this fubject have
been extremely different; and the intellect
of man is now anxioufly enquiring into the
'beft mode of organizipg a civil or political
conftitution. The enquiry 15 important,
and deferves the moft {erious attention,

The political philofcphers and the re-
fleCting men of all countries are folicited to
devote their talents to this ufeful and bene-
volentenqairy. It is not to be prefumed
that in any country man has arrived at per-
fe&ion in political {cience. It is true that
many important and fundamental principies
have been difcovered and applied to the
nelioration of the human condition : but
much remains yet to be done to complete
the work of human happinefs.

The American Conftitutions are, un-
doabtedly, more perfectihan any others that
ever were formed, theeffelts of which have
been fully experienced. But will any one
dare to fay that there is no room left for
improvement !~ Will prejudice herc {tep
in with her ufual tenacity of opinion, and
bar the door for ever againit all future pro-
greffive arrangements?  Have-we not fecn
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what blind attachment was beftowed for
many ages upon the Dritifth government?
And fhall Americans at this tunc exhibit
fimilar unbecility and prejudice, by pro-
claiming impoflibility of nmprovement in
the primary arrangemicats of our political
inititutions ? £

It ought to be perceived by refletiing
men, that {cientific improvements are i
thetr own natere 1ndefinite ; and that the
difcovery of principles, and the methods ot
applicati», move on in an endlefs progref -
fion.  That fondnefs which every parent
foels for his own offspring is perhaps one
caufc why fome American citizens admie
with rcluctance the pofhibility of further
unprovements in the fundamental arrange-
ments of our government.  But attachment
and truth arc different things; and a thou-
fand caufesmay operate to attach the human
mind-to a mis-fhapen and imperfectobjelt,
Nothing herein afferted 1s intended to de-
nrecrate the mierits of thofe who formedthe
American conftitutions, or to diminifh the
benchicial cfteéts refulting from their efta-
blithment.  Butitis a duty which we owe
to ourfelves, to our pofterity, and to all
human naturc in future ages, to examine
with a fcrutinizing eve the nature and con-

B 3
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firu@ion of our fundamental inftitutions
and to enquire with candour whether there
be any defedt, any opportunity of bencﬁcnl
aiterations.

It feems to be an opinion pretty ncnera]ly
prevalent, that the exercife of the legiflative
power ought to be entrufted to d:ﬁcrcnt
branches, and thiat 1t is unfafe to fufferitco
be exercifed by cne bodyalone. This may
be a {felemn and important truth: bat the
candid political cnquirer ought certainly to
be permitted to doubt it,  On this queftion
no pr(,judices fhould be indulged. The
srand object 1s Liberty, and thc cftablith-
ment of E qual Rights; and that govern-
ment which will belt fecure thefe bleflings
is the beft government.

The firit thought that occurs in this en-
quiry 1¢, From what {fource did this prmm-
ple 1 ﬂ'mcrmmnt proceed ? It 1s inter-
woven into all the Awmerican conftitutions ;
and 1t 15 net dificult to perceive that it had
its origin 1a the conftru&ion of the Britith
covernment, and certainly deferves no ad-
ditional rcipf.d: on this account. Prelident,
Senate, and FHoufe of Reprefentatives, are
the legitimate offspring of King, Lords,
“and Commons. It was the nature and
conftru&ion of the ore vovernment that
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{'usrgcﬁed the idea of a fimilar arrangement
in the other. But this difiribution of pow-
ers1s not to be rejected on this account.  If
it is a righteous diftribution, 1t is of httie
confcquence whence it originated.” But
the inveflization and difcuflicn of this fub-
joct refls upon the nature of the cafe, and
the enquiry extends itfelf on the grounds of
political truth and general utility, having
reference to the dn’mbut;on of lcglﬂq,txvc
powers only, withoutincluding the Organic
Arrangements neceflary to thc execuilve and
judiciary departments. Vould not one
branch in the legiflature, if it were equally
numerous with both br..,...h.,hes, probably
poffefs as much wildem, as extenfive a
knowledge of the interefts of the country,
as much prudmce and difcretion, as fxt
were divided intc two houfes ¢ Docs the

divifion augment either the wifdom or the
integrity of the members ¥ Does it make
them more patriotic” in their intentions,
more faithful to their cenflituents, or more
acute in the ex:mination of interetting po-
hitical fubjeéte 7 Are they infpired by this
divificn with a knowledge of legiflation, of
which they otherwife muft have been defti-
tute?  Does this conter upon them any
new meral or mental powers by which the
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welfare of the country would be better fe-
cured and protected ? Does this method of
legiflating fubjugate the pride and tranqui-
lize the paffions of the human heart ? Will
this meihod exclude more effeétually the
finifter motives and injuriocus fchemes to
which man 1s too frequently difpofed to
vield his afientr  But it 1s contended that
this arrangement and this mode of legifla-
tion prevent that precipitancy which a fin-
gle bady would be apt to indulge.  This
ob_]eéhon 1s peronaps not {ubfltantiated by
Vcry {atisfa Cto"y evidence, and goes upIn
the principle that a fingle body 15 necef-
farily tumultucus and paﬂmnatc, while f¢-
parate bodics cc,uld move with order and
philofophic tranquility. .

It is diibicult to perceive how this thould
be the refult, unlels the divifion conferred
upon the members a greater pertion of
knowledge, a higher fhare of integrity, ora
more effeCual comrmnd of their temper
and their paffions. - if the talents and the
virtue of the members were exallly the fame
1: the two cafes under confideration, 3t i1s
not ealy to difcover any benefits which
could refult from this {eparation; on the
contrary, thefe ditferent branches neceflarily
excite the pride and the obitinacy of the
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members, and they frequently become op-
pofed to each other for no other reafon-than
that of thewing that they have the power of
doing fo, The protraé’cion refulting from
this cxrcumf’cance anfwers no other*purpofﬂ
than™ that of increafing the expenditure of
the public maney. But it wil] perhaps be
{uid that the experiment has been tried, and
the knowledge derived from 1t fubftantiates
the opinion of a complex method of legifla-
tion. It is not true to {ay, that the expe-
riment has been fairly and extenfively made
fome partial experiments only have been
made by fome of the Amcrican States and
by the French nation ; but notof fufficient
duration to form a final decifion on {o inte-
refting a queftion.  Befides, thefe CXperi-
ments woere not made at thofe times and
under thofe circamnftances that ought to
preclude the propriety of obtaining ﬁll‘t]}f.’l
information on this fubjet. The dliht.ﬂm;r
period of a revelutien is not the time of
making a fair experiment relative to the
eficcts of any given fpecific organization of
aoolitical conftitution. Let tht_ experiment
be made 1n days of peace and pul:lxt, tran-
quility, by an enlightened and free nation, -
and for a Lunlmuablc fength of time; and
if the miformation n.iultm“' tromi fuch a trial



( 22 )

militated againtt a fimple mode of legiflation,
the enquiry and the conteft ought to be in-
itantly relinquithed by cvery friend to hu-
manity. But till this period arrives it will
not be thought unreafonable or ufelefs to
entertain fome doubts relative to a final de-
cion on this tmportant fubjedt. If the
fubjeét in the point of view in which it has
been hithierto confidered appears to be pro-
blematical, 1t becomes more capable of a
pofitive decifion, when the enquiry 1s
made whether the executive branch of go-
vernment ought to have any thare in legifla-
tion? It feems to be repofing too mnuch
confidence in the wifdom and opinion of
one man, when that opinion is permitted to
oppofe itfelf to a majority of both the cther
branches of the leziflature. If after a biil
has undercone a fair and full difcuflion in
the two principal branches of the lzgifla-
ture, it is to be defeated by the negative
voice of the executive alone, 1t 1s declaring
in pofitive terms that the executive pofictics
more talents and virtue than all thore mem-
bers by whom the bill was pafied, ™ vad
gives to the exccutive a defpotic influcnce
degrading to the dignity and information of
a free people. It would perhaps be more
confifient with the interefl, henour and -
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formation of a cultivated and enlightened
pation to deprive the executive of all legifla-
tive influence or authority whatever, and
truft to the general will and real nowledze
of the majority of the nation. But cn thete
points an obfiinate tenacity of opinion cocs
not at the prefent day become tie tiue phi-
Janthropift or friend of man in any conntry,
Science s every where extending itfeif, and
further experience will teach niankind the
true ground of decifion relative to this, and
many other fubjets, cflentially interciting
to the human race. Having dilclofed the
foregoing refleCtions, 1t now becomes our
'duty to enquire how thie American revolu-
tion will probably affe@ the moral, {cientific
and political condition of the huan
{pecics 7—"The hopes of man all centfe in
the power and aclivity of iatcliet, and to
this fundimental {ource every {pecific ame-
lioration muft be attributed. The defpotifin
of kings and priefts trembles only when it
15 appreached by the vigorous power of
thought, and the efforts of a philofophic
mind.

T'yrants oppefe to cach other the armies
which they have fubjupated to their will,
but tyranny fecds no thock :  the power of
the tyrant 1s not dimnifhed, principles are
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not difcovered, 1noral enquiry is excluded
from the attention of all partics; and
fcenes of carnage, and peace, alternately
diftrefs and tranquilize the world, without
its becoming either wifer or better. 'The
cruel ravages and intentions of all defpotic
covernment bear no relation to any thing
But the nride of the tyrant, or.the mifery of
the 1ub_1cd but the inteiledtual world in
its exertions is preductive of confequences
totally different, and bearing an immediate
reference to the moral happinels and pro-
greflive improvement of the human fpecies.
All the thackles which civil and ecclefiaftical
tyrants have hitherto formed for the human
mind have not been able totally to fupprefs
its operations ! {ome fparks of genius have

been cmitted from amid{t the gencral dark-
nels, in which the world has been enveloped,

and the accumulation of {cience was gra-
dually extending itfelf;, while it was unper

ceived by thofe, whote ruin and juft difgrace
it was deflined to effettuate. It was the
developement of fome few fundamental
truths by ftrong and benevolent minds, that
- eftablithed the bafis on which muft be
erected the future dGignity, nnprovement,
and happinefs of the ipecies.  But the ef-

forts of individual philofophers and philn-



(25 )

thropifts were deftined to be aided by events
which, in one point of view, are to be con-
fidered as theeffe@s of their Iabours, and in
another as operating c:auf'.._, producm
new energy of inteilect, produltive of the
moifl extenfive benefits, ond pointing to a
new cra of moral happinets,

While tyrants viewed with a‘Tom‘Hr*w.,
the ftruggies of the new world, tor the etia-
blithment of liberty, and whilc {hey per-
ceived in this eventnothing more than fome
immediate political confcquences, the dif-
cerning philofopher made his calculation of
cfteéts upon a more extenfive and compre-
henfive view of the fubjeét—hc difcovered
the incvitabie ruin and univerfal dekru&tion
of thoic unnatural inftitutions and corrupt
principles which have fo long difgraccd the
chara&ter of man, and robbed him of his
highelt happinefs. It was thefc corrupt
inftitutions, which made a renovation in
the moral condition of man extremcly ne-
ccflary. ‘Theignorance, the deception, and
the crimes of priefts had corrupted and bru-
taized all buman nature; and in order the
tore cffeCtually to nccomplifh their wicked
defigns, they pretended to hold a bigh and

C
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focial intercourfe with celeftial powers, and
to receive immediately from them the man-
dates by which man was to be direfted 1n
his conduct. Thefe mandates were fre-
quently inconfiftent with focial and natural
morality ! The confequence was that when
thefe rcligious 1mpoftors had cffeCtually
eftablifhed their {upernatural fcheme with
dogmas and principlesof a véry extraordinary
and awful nature, human virtue was con-
Aidered of but little confequence, and the
moral condition of man became truly de-
plorable.

The reign of this moral defpotifin has
‘been, if poffible, more deftructive’ to the
human mind than the influence of civil
tyranny, The latter being now confidered
by enlightened men as eflentially erroncous
and deftrucive, the former of courfe wiil
be fubjected to a fevere examination by the
active operations of the buman mind. It 13
not to be prefumed, that men will long re-
main ignorant of their moral condiuon in
nature, after being inftructed in the prin-
_ciples of civil fcience.  'The moral conditien
of man will be as cffentially renovated by
the American revolution as his civil condi-
tion ; apd certainly it is equally neceflary,
and equally umportant that this {hould be

Ll
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done. The {cience of moraiity is of all
fcierces the moft necefiary to the happinefs
of man; and it is totally impoflible that he
thould reafon well on this interefting {fub-
1e&t, while he 1s bound by the ftrong coras
of fuperftition, and infulted by the unna-
tural religions, which the holy mmpoftors
of the world have exhibited to his view.
Nor is it poffibie that the human heart
{hould be cerdially attached to the prattice
of focial virtue while it is under the de-
firualtive influence of a cruel and ferecious
fanaticifm. But awakened by the encrgy
of thought, inipired by the Amcrican revo-
Tution, man will find it cenfitent with iyis
incimation and his intereft to examine 2!l the
moral relattens of his nature, to calculate
with accuracy the efic&s of his own moral
cnergics; and to relinguifh with elevated
Litistadtion, thofe fapernatural fchemes of
faperttition which have circumicribed the
fphere of beneficial allivity, for which Na-
ture defigned him,  To overthrow thofe
{yftems of errnr and impofition which have
{o long corrapted the morality of the human
heart, 1t 15 only neceflary that man (hould
take coguizance of their abfurdity.  When
once he fhill engage in a candid cngairy on
this tabjett, and perceive that he is fituated

C 2
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in a world of unnatural reprefentations; he
will return with cordiality to the dictates of
pure reafon, and the ciear deduflions of an
uncorrupted wisaeritanding. A fyftem of
cthics out of the order of nature cannot for
many ages obtain credence amongtt a free
and enlightened pecple, It 1s ignerance
that is tenacious of fuperftitious {vfiems of
religion, and ntcreit and bigotry fiep in to
retard the proerefiive difiemination of the
principles of natural morality, The cor-
rupt governments of the ancient world are
calculated to {upprefs all ufcful enquiries
relative to the moeral 1mprovement of the
ipecies—church and ftate formedavillainous
copartnerfhip to rob man of all the moral
excellencies of his chara&er, and to biind
his underflanding that he fhould not fee the
real principles which are conneéted with the
attainmeny of the moft exalted felicity.  But
thic charm 1s broken, the cleuds of my-
fticifin are dilperfing, and the bright rays
of truth are about to illuminate the world.
The fcientific condition of the human
race will not be lefs beneficially affected by
the important revolution now under conli-
deration. 'The very nature of man's indivi-
dunl exiftence fo effentially circumferibes
the extent of his mental adtivity, that when
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the unngdtural obflacles of defpotifin are
{uper added, he becomes weak and mcapible
of cl:.vatcd con{.cptlons . but we kinow not
the extent of his energies under a fyftem of
moral and political llbclty. And aitho’
weak by nature, his refearches would be 1n-
conceivably uicful, important and exren{ive,
it he were not retarded 1 his progre{s by
civil and religious defpotifin,  and by thete
fcars and duleefling apprchenfions which
are mterwoven with all uanaroral and fa-
natic eftablithments.

The pernicrous cidvds of fuc:h cruel e
ftitutions have boen conttantly crminithing
fince the commencement of the Amc.ln.m
revotation, and their decreafe and final de-
ftraltion will be efienually sccelerated by
the revolution of Irance, and by many
other revolutions, which will probably Le
contequential upen that important event.
1'he hopes of all good men are revived by a
view of lht p=cic_nt conditicn of the w 011d
and IFrance 1in the Old World w1l be thc
fird-born among muny repubiics, deftined
to ditute faence an:d happimels over the
Laftern hemitphere,  When man thall have
no ﬁ,.,ll rel. ltl\f‘.: tothe lrlvzﬁltmtion Of LDOW-
ledeoe, and no obflacle to obﬂru& the bene-

fical activity of his faculties, he will fubjed
€3
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the whole mundane fyftem of exiftence to
the energetic examination of his intelle®ual
powers.  All the relations of nature will

e tae fubject of his enquiry ; and the laws
and principles of univerfal exiftence will
alone circumicribe the extent of his mental
acquirements.

‘The difcoveries thus made by the force of
his underftanding will be applied to the
practical concerns of life; a new train of
confequences will appear to diflipate the
1znorance and alieviate the misfortunes of
ailoctated exiftence—while that ancient or-
acr of things fc long the caufe of huinan
mifery will be found gradually to difappear,
and the whole world will afiume a new af-
pect, cheering to the heart, and animating
to the mind, of every intelligent beinr. Say
net that thefe are the dreams of delirium——
the anticipation of unreafonable defires—
MNol the ground of fuch expellation is al-
ready eftablithed by the progreiiive im-
provements already made. Future genera-
tions witl rife up, and 1 reading the hiltory
of paft azes will declure the whele to be
fabulous, becaufe in their vicw no fuch
dezraded flate of f{octcty could ever have
exified.

To point out the vall varicty of {ubjeds
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on which the human mind will operate to
enlarge the compafs of Lnowkdgc would
exceed the bounds of this inquiry ; but it
ought to beobferved, thatman, relinguithing
thc., purfuits connected with filtion and
fanaticifin, will take nature and her laws as
the real bafis of all hus reafoning ; and by
protruding the power of intellect into this
extenfive ficld of real and im Dortant'trums,
Le will be enabled to dcvelope the pr mary
}mncxplcs by which ail eaiftence &5 in-
fluencea and govcrmd.

In regard to the political alterations and
improvements among the human {pe cies the
moft animating }71‘011:1(61‘ 15 exhibited to
Liew. INattons bepin to affume their patu-
ral digntty and force, and are about to de-
clare eternal war againft that ageteftable race
of tyrants, {o fong the privileced—murde-
rers andg robbers of the carth.  The defpo-
tic governments of  the old world are

tu nhlmq into ruin ¢ Realon has faid with 2
mighty veice—they thall exift no longer.—
She proclaims libcrtv to the whole earth,
and the has p]ulgcd her ftrength and her
reputation for the accomplithment of the
object.  'The lbiberty of nations will be
founded on 1ts only true bafis the cqual
rights of man: and when this liberty thall
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have extended itfelf into every part of the
giobe, thofe national prejudices and animo-
fities, which have fo long difturbed the
peace of fociety, will be deftroyed, and a
focial and friendly 1ntercourfe will mutually
influence the condut of nations. 1 hat {a-
vage ferocity, which for fo many ages has
{tained the page of hiftory, and covered the
carth with human gore, will gradually di-
minifhand finally difappear.  Philanthropic
afteltion will begin to anunate the hearts of
ail pecople, and a civility of intercourie will
be reckoned among the moft powerful cauics
of ameliorating the condition of man.

Among thofe caufes of human mmprove-
ment, (fays the celebrated Condorcet) that
arc of moft importance to the general wel-
fare, muft be included, the totalannihilation
of the prejudices which have eltablithed
between the fexes an inequality of rights,
fatal even to the party which it favours,
In vain might we fearch for mouves by
which to juftify this principle, n difference
of phyfical organization, of intcllect, or of
moral {enfibility. It huad at fuft no other
origin but abufe of ftrength, and all the at-
tempts which have fince been made to fup-
port it are idle fophilms.

¢« "The people being now enlightened, and
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having refumed the right of difpofing for
themiclves of their blood and their trexiure,
will learn by degrees to regard war 2s the
moft dreadful of all calamitics, the maoit
terrible of all crimes.  The firit wirs that
will be {uperceded, will be thofe 1nto which
the ufurpers of fovereignty have hitherto
drawn their fubje@s for the maintenance of
rights pretendedly hereditary.—Nations will
know, that they cannot become conguerers
without lofing their freedom ; that perpe-
tual confederations are the only means ot
maintzining their independence;  that their
object thould be fecurity, and not power,
By degrees, commercial prejudices will gz
away 3 a falfe mercantle mterell will lote
the terridle power of imbruz the eartn
with blocd, and of ruining natinns under
thedea of enriching them.  As the jpeonle
of difterent countrics will atr Lt Le drawn
inte clofer intimacy, by the principles of
politics and morality, as cach, for Lus own
adgvantage, will invite foreigners to an equal
participation of the benefits whech it may
have derived etther from nature, or its owi
1nduflry, all the cautes which produce envi-
cus, and perpetual national animofities, wil
one by one difappear, and will no moere fur-
uthto warlikeinfanity either fuelor pretexe,”
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The nations of the carth having Jearned
by experience the fatd conge quences, that
arc connedted voith this warhikeand erocions
difpofition  will  twrn from thete homid
f“t_nm with emotions of difpult, and feck in
the citablithmente of peace that tra ]umw
ci which iﬁm* o mainy ages they have been
L ]ulfﬂ} %

1 he human mind redieved at tennth from
the prefiure of mnwrerabio nﬁlfortn'ms
witl difcover 11 the conflitutiion of oo
thuiu E'uim‘i} s o winch it seal hasnindts

-

:‘1‘1{{ l“" klitll*]'“t{-l\ fL‘HIW cal n}- .‘vj\'ilt"‘l T;l'-p
period of peace d natienal 1*&’:"‘:"5!".&7: SRy

-y . .
crrive, the w I‘ltl’ o5 Cl e }=‘fnlf*1 10 2N

Lpi'i\rl.‘u.

jv ulanthropiits the profent d" 11‘}11 b
faind to ln_;; gl iLfn; bt e the o
ft 1 1‘-1.. l J”I'lhlu il '1:111 ,CLEE % a.EJ'L LY Y 1}1'3
Baten ijn.:* 1esy and wlthor ot fay o o,
{" B! }ELI' (d '1*&. Lllhl : 1ut 11: h-[n.xi'_ Gy EHI‘l
For envenomed ¢, }.'Lt ST TR ST 1)
Pame, Velnev, Hatlow, Condonoet, and
CGodvan widl be roversd by petlorite, and
thefe men will besanked among the reatad
bonctactors ot the bramvan roces 1 he tane
35 undoubtodly  aporonciiue voiion s

dreams of fanaticiiin, ihe Lome, ¢ furc-
ion, and the actalable »fuor of

tyrants, will difiprear foievar; when man,
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clevated to the true point of natural dignity,
ihall develope from the {vficm of patare,
the {undamental pr nmp]:f of his real il;li
city, when truth alone thall be the ol nect of
intelledinal power, and focialvirtue the ob-
ject of the human heart, and wicn the bew
nevolent ofiedts of reaton, {uience, and true
phulotophy thall extend over the face of the
avhml.;: corth, and yender happy the greal

it ; iv‘ UL I].luuixlflﬂl !
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