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FUNERAL SERMON.

Marraew x1v. 12.

AND HIS DISCIPLES CAME, AND TOOE UP THE

BODY aND BURIED IT, AND WENT AND TOLD
JEsus,

HE burial, which is here related,
& was that of John the Baptift. The
2 funeral fervice was performed by his
| difciples, whofe condu&, upon the
¥ occafion, was very commendable:
In the words » ' Which have been' read,
thefe difciples are reprefented, as not only paying a
tribute of refpet to their fpiritual Guide, but as dil-
charging an important duty to themfelvess When
their Mafter was dead, they firft honored his memo-
1y, by committing his remains to the duft ; and thea

went and communicated theis bereavement to Jefus.

T e
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Jonn was a diltinguifhed perfonage. His chara&-
ter fthines with,eminence and luftre in the facred writ-
ings. It was predicted, that many fhould refsice at bis
birth, becaufs he would poflels zbe fpirit and pawer of
Elias. He was indeed that other Efias, whs was for
to come, and-prepare the way of the Lord. ~This char-
acter he unifornly fupported, fulfilling the prophecies
1efpecting him,

AN »ffemblage of virtues adorned. his private life.
 Pollefling a mind of the frmeft texture, and guided
" bya fenfe of duty, he was neither, warped by pleafure,
nor feduced by fempiation. fle did not covet the
honors, nor indulge in the luxuries of the world ; but
. was temperate in his views, as well as abftemious in
~ his habits. He did not feek to be clothed in purple
and fire linen, DOr4Q fase fumpéusufly every day ; but
i bad bis rayment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle
. about bis loins ; and lm meat was lacusts and wild bon-

ey, P’e fully practifed the duties of felf-denial ; and
- imall his ‘habits was rigidly virtuous. His moral

and exemp!ary deportment quali fied him for much
~ ulefulnefs in his public ftation ; and gave great energy
' to his preaching. It was a very high and honorable
atteftation, which was borne himby our Lord——Among
. them that are born of women, there hath uot ri]kn a great-
. er thar Fobn the Baptift. He alfo tells the multitude,

- that when they went sut into the wildernefs to fee him,
l they went ont to fee more than a prophet.
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In public and profeffional life, John was a burning
and fbining light ; and even the Jews were willing for
a feafon, to rejoice in bis light. By his minifiry he did
" much towards preparing the way for the reception of
Chrift, and for the advancement of his kingdom in
the world. Fortitude and fidelity were leading traits
in his charalter. He did not frim his way to feek
love. He was not a reed fbaken with the wind. He
rofe above zhe ﬁar of man, which bringeth a fnare.
Uninfluenced by flatteries, and undaunted by threaten-
ings, he never fhrunk from the duties of his profeflion ;
but was uniformly faithful in the difcharge of them.
He was not 2fraid, to addrefs the multitude; in the un.
courtly language—%e gencration of « vipers ! Though
perfecution finally raged againRt him ; yet he was ftill
faithful to his facred engagements. Neither the ty.
ranny of Herod on the one hand ; nor the implacable
refentment of Herodias on the other, could thake the
firmnels of his mind, or ever induce him to violate
his confcience. He attacked the prejudices and re.
proved tlfe vices of his hearers with 1uch'p‘l-ainn'ef§ of
fpeech, as abundantly fhowed, that he fought their re.
formation, and not their applaufe ; and his faithful la-
bors were crowned, with mnch fuccefs, For many
became his dilciples ; and even the multiiude rozmted

bhim as a prapbez‘.

But your fdtbar.r, where are they 2 And the prophets,
do they live forever ? What man is be, that liveth and
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/}:all not fee death 2 In the world ye fball have tribulds
tion. 'This holy man, with all his emineat and ufeful
virtues, was not exempted from afli&ion ; from per-
fecution—from death. He incurred the difplealure
of Herod, becaufe he reproved that unprinciplea man
for marrying Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife. In
confequen:e of this reproof, Herod caft John into pri-
fon, where it is fuppofed, that he fuffered the evils of
confinement about the fpace of a year. Nor was he
fet at liberty, till he became free among the dead:

TuE circamftances of his death, as telated by the fa-
cred Hiftorian, are as foillow———When Herod’s birth
‘day was kept, the daughter of Herod:zs danced before
them, and pleafed Herod. Whercupon be promifed with
an oath to give her whatfoever fbe would afk ; and fhe
being before infiructed of her mother, faid, Give me
here Jobn Baptift's bead in a charger. And the king
was forry ; ne'veftbele s for the oath’s fake, and then
which [at with bim at meat, he commanded it to be giv-
en ber.  And he fent, and bebeaded Yobn in the prifon.
And bis head was brought in a charger, and given te
the damfel ; and fbe brought it to her mother.*

* According to Josernus, Herod had married the daughter of
ARETAS, king of PETREA, in ARABIA. And Philip had marri-
ed his niece Herodias, by whom he had a daughter, named Sa-
lome, and who danced at the celebration of Herod’s birth-day.
As Herod was going to Rome, he passed throwgh his brother
Philip’s dominions, and there falling in Jove with Ierodias, it
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THUB ended the life and iabots of this eminent famt,
this harbiriger of Chrit. In actiel and barbarous
maaner, he fell before wicked men. And what was ant
agravating circumftance, he was cut off in the midit
of his days,' and in the midft of his ufefulnefs. -

BUT though his dath wis i occafion of motrn:
ifig to others ; though it -was affecting to’ ‘the interefts
of Zion ; yet to him it was undoubtedly mattet of re-

jolcing. .Great was the enlargemei:’ he then experi-
enced.  He went from the prifon of a tyrant to the

Paradnfe of Gon. He exchanged the perfecutlons of

time, for the joys of eterbity. Bleﬁd’ are the dead
who die in the Lird.

Wizn the death of this good man was announced;

bis di ifciples came, and iook up the bady and buried its
In doing this, they tefhﬁed their love and refpeét to

the déceafed. This was the laft office of charity they
could perform., What now could they do more ?
And we iay add, what could they do lefs? Itis a
satisfaltion, as well as a duty, to fhow refped to our

- was agreed between them; that on his r'eturh, she should leave
her husband, and be married to him; and which was according#
ly done. This was indeed an unlawful marriage. TFor not one
ly the husband of Herodias, but the wifc of Herod, was still
livihg.  With propriety did John bear testimony against it.
But friendly reproof is not always taken 1n love. It brought up-
on this holy man the resentment of Ile rodias, as well as of
Herod.  'While the one im pnsoned him, the other conmvcd hxs
death; and neither wag satisfied, till it was effccted.

B




10
Oubutassisll

decealed frieads. " If we go back to the carly ages of

mankind, we fhall find that it has ever been a pra&ice
to pay a tribute to departed worth. Even'in the hea-
then world, the remains of the dead have been much
regarded, and funeral honors have not been wituh-11,
The ATHENIANS enaQed a law, that whoever found
an wunbutied corpfe, thould commit it to the earth.
Though thé EcyTHIANS were a barbarous people 5 yet
they paid great attention to funeral obfequies. Some
of them even guarded the tombs of their fathers, left
‘their remains fhould be difturbed. It was from princi-
ples of refpe& and veneration to the dead, that the E.
GYPTIANS invented and praQtised the art of embalm-
ing. Among the ancient Grzexsand Romans, where
it was formerly a pralice to burn the bodies of the de-
cealed, their athes were depofited in eoftly arm,and pre-
ferved as facred rélics. And when bmymg among them
was afterwards fubftituted for burning, their funeral
ceremonies were fplendid and expenﬁvé. Lamps were
lighted in fepulchres, and graves were adorned with
flowers. At a later period of the Roman —Empire,
the body of CoNsTANTINE, the firft chriftian Empe-
ror, was buried in a golden coffin.

It is well known, that the Jews anointed the bod-
jes of the deceafed, applying fpices and odours ; and
were often very lavith in their expenfes, upon funeral
occafions. In what a fplendid manner was king Afa

committed to the tomb ! It was not unufual among
them, to bury wealth with the dead. The Jewith
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Hiftorian informs us, that when Hiacanus opesed
the fepulchre of David, nearly eight hundred years af-
ter his interment, vaft treafures were found in it,

WE do nbt, however, mention thefe things by way

of jultification.  Much lefs do we urge them as an

. example. Such cultoms were faperftitious and extrav.

| agant. Though they might teflify the good feelings

of the heart ; yet they were feelings carried to ex-
cefs.

W are not pleading for fuch funeral pomp and
expenfive arrangements, as make “the rights of the
" dead, the wrongs of the living.” We afk only for a
Jccent intetm,ent. Death will make, thofe unpseafan_t
inour view, who were ance tbe defire of our eyes.
Their cold remains naturally call for the .covering of
the grave—for * the charity of duft to fpread o’er
duft.” Hence it was, that Abraham was defirous of
| procuring a burying-place, that he might inter the re-
! mains of his wife. Or, as he exprcifes it, That I may
t  bury my dead out of my fight. When a friend has fal- .
| len by the hand of death, a decent intzrment is no
more, thana reafonable fervice. It is a tribute defer.
vedly due. For this reafon, Jofeph of Arimathea went
. %o Pilate and begged the body of _‘}'éﬁu, that he might
" lay it inthe tomb. For this reafon, deveut men carried
Stephen to his burial. And for this reafon, the dif
. 'ciples of John took up the bady of their Malter, and
L committed it to the duft, |
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WHEN they had done this, they went and 10ld
Sefus. They left their friend in the grave, and went
to their Saviour for counfel and comfor:. -And is
- not the fame duty equally incumbent upon us, in ousg

afflitions? How much confolaticn mnght we denve
from followmg this example !

- WHEN trouble has come upon us, it is a relief tq
our feelings, to unbofom ourfelves even to an earthly
f:iend, whofe fympathy will be foothing. Hence it
was, that Job called upon his friends to bave pity upon
bim, becaufe the band of God bad touched bim. It is
juﬂly obferved, that communication will enhance
joy and diminifh forrow. But after all, weak is an -
arm of fleth. Fecble and xmperfe& are the beft ef-
forts of the human mind. Though our wthly
friends may tenderly fympathize with us ; yet we
‘may experience wounds, which they cannot heal.

BuT if we go to Jefus, he can bind up the broken
bearted, and can give peace to a wounded fpirii.
He can make up outward lofles, by the inward com-
munications of his grace. He can turn croffes into
crowns, and troubles into comforts. Al the weary
and beavy laden, he has invited to come to bim ; and
has promifed, that be will give them reff. He is mer-
ciful and compaffionate. We bave not an High Prieft,
~ who cannot be touched with the fecling of our infrmities.-
He himfelf was a man of forrow, and acquainted with
grief. In the days of his humanity, how tenderly. .
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did he fympathize with the diftrefild# What was his
{enfibility, when he wept at the grave of Lazarus !
And on another occafion, when he met the lifelefs re- -
niains of one, who was the only fon of his motber, and
- fbe a widow ! Such was his compaffson upon ber, that
. he reftored her fon to iife, and gave him back to her
arms. He s ftill the widow’s fiiend ; and in him ibe
fatberlg/} may yet jind mercy.

WiLL he not then compaffionate her, who goes
and acquaints him, that the hufbaad of her youth is
fuddenly taken from hef ? Will he not tenderly re-
gard afflited children, who tell him, that thexr fath-
er is no more ? And a bereaved flock, who acquaint
hii, that their fpiritual ' Guide is taken from their
 pead ; and that they are left as fbeep without a fbep-
berd 2

THoucH he is now exalted to the right hand of
the Father ; yet e is ftill the fame compaffionate
Saviour ; and retains all his tender mcréies. What
encouragement, then, have the aflied to go, and ac-
guaint him with the bercavements and mals, they ex-
perience ?

BuT perbaps it may be afked, How are we to go ?
The difciples of John went perfonally to Jefus, and
acquainted him with the death of their Mafter, as
oue friend acquaints another,  But to us, this is iﬁl.-
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pralticable. Fer Jefus has gone to the Father, and
no longer dwells oa earth. It is, therefore, mot a
petfonal, but a {piritual interview, we are to feek ;
and this we may yet obtain. For though our bleffed
Lord has withdrawn bis bodily prefence from the
world ; yet he has given commandments and ordi;iancé:_
in which, if we blamelefsly walk, we may meet him in
fpirit. He has left a throne of grace; where he {till
gives audience to the humble fuppliant. By pray-
er and (upplication, then, we may Rill make known our.
requefis unto bim.

Prayer is a duty, in all circumftances and condi.
tions of life ; efpecially in time of affliGion. For
is any among you afflicted 2 Let bim pray. 1f we will
not afk for comfort, how can we expeét to receive it ?
It is only in a courfe of duty, that we can hope for a |
blefing. The command and the promife go hand in
hand. A, aund it  fhali be given you. Seck, and ye
Shall find. Knock and it fhall be opened unto you. He,
who granted a blefling to Jacob, faid nat unto the feed
of Facod, Seck ye me in vain, Prayer is not more a
“Guty, than a privilege. And how can an afflited

foul be fo loft to its own peace, as to omi: the duty,
and forfeit the privilege ?

Bur when we addréi"g; the throne of grace, we mult
remember the requifites of prayer; remember to
lift up holv-bands and vo afk in faith. Believe alsoin me,
is the dire&ion, which Chrift has given., We muft
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believe him able and willing to favé ; and truft in hin:
for all, that we need. If be bas fuffered and died to
redeem us from fpiritual death, have we not reafon to
believe, that he is ready to affift and comfort us in
temporal afflition? Why fkould we doubt his com-
paffion? Why fhould we doubt his willingnefs to
afford all that re}ief, which our neceffities require ?

WHEN we go to Jefus, we muft go alfo in a hum.
ble and penitent frame of mind, on account of the fins
we have committed. It s for our iniquities, that chaf-

~ tifement comes upon us 3 and in faithfulnefs we are cf-
- flited. When, therefore, we caft ourfelves at the feet
of Jefus, we muft caft our honor in the duff. 1Itisthe
Jpirit of the bumble and the beart of the contrite, which
he will revive, Can we prefume to hope, that our
Saviour will regard us in our afflitions, when our
hearts are only hardened by them ? We dithonor him
and wrong ourfelves, by indulgirz the thought. If
we would receive comfort under our afflitions, we
muft be foftened and humbled by them.—Oncemore—~

WHEN we go tc jesus, we mult goin the the exer-
cile of a refigned temper. We are not to complain,
when we are afflited ; but muft acknowledge the rec-
titude of the divine Government. God does us no
wrong. His way is perfect. Shall a living man com.
plain, a man for the punifbment of bis fins? We
are punifbed lefs than our iniquities deferve. Hence it
is our duty, not only to afcribe righteousne/s to our Ma-
ker’; but to give glory to his name ; becaufe in wrath,
he remembers mercy.

e
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Bur though we have no grounds to cdmpfaixi',’
when we are afflicted { yet we are not forbidden
to moyrn. The difciples of John were undoubt-
edly much affeGed, when their beloved Mafter
was taken from them. They probably went in tears
to Jefus. A floical apathy, or a ftupid infenfibility is by
no means required of us. How is it pofiible for hu-
man natufe to be unfeeling, while it has life? < How
is it poflible to take from perves their fenfibility ;
from edacation, its deheacy s and from advetﬁty, its
fting ?” We ought, it is true, to guard agamﬁ excel-
five or immoderate gmf Thls, by impairing our
health, would tend to increafe our troubles. The Jor-
7ow of the world worketb death. Still, however, af-
flidions are not fent in vain ; and they ongbt fmtably
to affe@ our hearts. If we neither feel nor improve
them, we fhall add fpiritual to temporal judgments.
While, therefore, we are refigned, we ought alfo to’
be affeed.

In reviewing our fubje& we are led o refled
upon the frailty and uncertainty of human life.
Verily every man at bis bsf? jiate is altogether wanity.
On earth, we 4ave no continuing city. We are born
todie. The pious and the ufeful are not exempted

" from the arrefts of death. John the Baptift, that
faithful meflenger, fent to prepare the way for the
Mefliah, was cut off in the vigour of life.
The minifters of the gofpel are frail and mortal

like other men. He, who holdeth the fiars in bis right
hand, may remove them at his fovereign plcafore.
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- .

. Though they be a treafure to the Church ; yet #bis
" treafure is in earthen vefféls.  Like the priefis under
' the law, they are not fuffered to continue by reafon of

BU. TN PO
L .
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death. Tt is indeed appointed unto all men, once to die ;
and there is no difcharge in that war- Ob that we were
wife, that wwe urzderﬁoad this, that we wouid confider
our laiter end?! The certainty of - death and the un-
cerrainty of life fhould lead us to ferious reflections 3
and fo teach us to number our days, that we may appl]
our hearts unto wifdom. Again—

Fron what has been fuggefted, have wé not rea:
foil to rejoice, that we have a compaflionate Saviour;
to whom we may repair for prefent comfort, as well
as for future peace ? What can be matter of greater
confolation ¢ Does not the confideration cali upon
our hearts for gratitude and praife ? Heie is a fourcé,
whence we may detive that- comfort and fupport,
which this world can neither give nor take away.
This comforted 2nd fupported Job, when the hand of
aflliCtion lay heavily upon bim ; when < his head was
made bare to every blaft of adverﬁty > Though he
could call nothing in this world his own ; yet - he
had a witzefi inbeaven, and a record on bigh. Though
his riches and his honors, his hzalth and his friends,

3 had forfaken him ; yet Lie could fav, 1 know that -y

Redeemer liveth. The hope of a pious man will bé
as an anchor to his foul, amidft the fiorms and furges
of affli®ion. Tuture profpects will fupport him uns

der prefent fufferings. Hencge
C
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LgT us be periuaded, when trouble has come up-

on us, to go and tell Fefus. This is an incumbent du.
ty. It we profefs to love Chrilt, how can we refufe
to intruft him with the forrows of our fouis? We

ought ever to maintain a holy intimacy 2nd commun.

ion with him. If we draw near to him, he will draw

near to us. To goto Jefus isa privilege, as well as
a duty; and a greater privilege we cannot enjoy.
When all the ftreams of earthly comfort feem to be

\

dried vp, here is a founiain opened, whence flow ftreams -

of living water. Here the foul may drink abundantly

of peace and comfort.. Whoever drinketh of this wa- -

jer fball never thir/s.

Tae fubjed of our difcoutfe adminifters counfel |
~ and diretion to thofe, who are called to fuffer afflic. »
tion. May it afford confolation to you, my Brethren

and Friends of this Church and Society, under the be-

~ reavement you have lately fuftained ! God, in his
righteous providence, has been pleafed, in a fudden

and affe&ting manner, to take from you, your aged
and venerable Pattor. His death has led me to the

fubject, which has been now confidered, and is the oc-

cafion of my being with you to day. Though an oc-
cafional difcourfe, at this time, may in fome meafure

appeat unfeafonable ; ~fpecially fince I have been pre-

ceded by elder Brethren, whofe talents and feclings
have both enabled and difpofed them to do jultice to

the memory of the deceafed ; yet, as a partjcular
friend and acquaintance, 1 am unwilling to withhold

my tribute. Theaffe&ting event is ftill impreflive up-
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on my mind ; and ¢“the days of my mousning are not
yet ended.”  Your deceafec Paftor fhared in my high

efteem and refpe®. He was my own friend and my
Jather's friend, whom I could not forfake, and whom
1 cannot forget. :

Many of you will doubtlefs recolleét, that a partic-
ular and endearing friendfhip long fubfifted betwecn

him and my father.* The recolleétion awakens the

* Tue Rev. Josern ParnnEeRr, Pastor of the Church in Nor-
toN. He was ordained Jam. 3, 1753--and died April 4,
1791.—in the 62d year of his age, and 39th of his min--
istry. For the space of thirty years, bhabits of the -greatest
intimacy subsisted between these two professional brothers.
Their affection was mutval and uninterrupted, till the death -
of Mr, PaLyer. Mr. GREEN was very sensitly affected
by -the event, and took a sympathétic part with the afflict-
ed family. He prayed at the funeral of his fmend-—And,
on the succeedmg Lord’s day, preached at NorTox, to the
bereaved Church and Society. His text in the forenoon
was Reve II. 1.—=These things saith he, wha holdeth the seva
en stars ir his right hand.~~And in the afternoon, Heb.
XIIL. 7.omRemember them, which have the rz{le over you, who
have spoken unta you the word of Gody, whose faith follow,
considering the end of their conversation, B |

Mr. PaLMeR’s IWidow, survived him a little more than
fifteen years, She died May 20, 1806, aged 72 years.
Mr. Creex attended her funeral ; was a bearer, and prayed
on the occasion. =

Tne surviving children will not cease to venerate Lis
memory, for his friendship to their parents, and for his
kinduess to them. The Author, in particular, fecls pecula
iar veneration, for the aid and assistance he received, when
entering upon the dutics of his profession. He wos then
an orphan, left in early life; and bLis father’s friend acted
a father’s pait, |
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tender fenfibilities of my heart. His death has brought
that of my father very freth to mind; and re.
vived the feelings, which have not loft their pain,
You may, therefore, readily conceive, that I have
affeGing impreffions on this occafion.

Frowm fentiments of gratitude and refpe@ to the
memory of your Paftor and my Friend, 1 am now
led to mention a few pamculars refpe&mg his life

and charadler.

- He was a native of Malden, in this Common-
| wealth, and pafled the eatlieft part of his days in thag
~ town. - Befote he was feventeen years of age, he en-
- tered the Univerfity in Cambridge ; and in 1758, re-
ceived its public honors. On leaving the Uniyerfity,
~he turned his -attention to the ftudy and profefiion
- of divinity, and in early life commenced a preacher
of the gofpel. In 1761,and a little before he was
| twentv four years of age, he was ordained Paltor of
thxs Chutch and Society ; and for nearly forty-feven

years, he has camed on the work of the mmlﬂry in |

this place.

IT pleafed the God of nature “to furnith him, with
ftrong intelleCtual powers, which, cultivated and im-
proved by a fiberal education, qualified him for much
. ulefulnefs in the world. Quicknefs of perception, vi-
» vacity and energy of thought, were prominent fea.

tures in the complexion of his mind. In private life,
he was pleafant, focial, and inftrudtive. A charming
¢ompanion was defervedly his charadter. From the
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impulfe of feeling, as well as from fentiments of duty,

he was difpofed to rejoice with them, who rejoiced ;
- and to weep with them, who wept. In the chamber of -
~ ficknefs and in the houfe of moyrning, he took a fyr:-
pathetic part with the diftrefled ; and in their afflic.
tians, be was afficled.

In the appropriate duties of his profeflion, he was
much engaged. The interefts of Zion lay near his
heart ; and he was a faithful laborer in the vineyard of
Chrit. Ina very happy degree, he poffeffed the gift
of prayer ; and on fpecial occafions, his thoughts and
.expreﬂioné were ready, pertinent, and impreffive. Ia
the public fervices of the San@uary, he was infiruc-
tive and edifying. He did not offer flones for bread,
but his preaching was praftical and evangehcal One
was his Mafler, even Chriff. Hedid not go to hu-
man fyftems and creeds ; but to the .word of God,
for counfel and inftru@ion. He did not teach for
dodrines the commandments of men ; but what alone,
he belicved to be fcriptural, ke inculcated and en-
forced. Having carefully founded his opinion, upcn
what he conceived to be the true fenfe of the gofpel,
~ Re was f2rong in the faith, and wvaliant for the truth.
He never difguifed his fenfiments ; but what he be-
lieved, he openly avowed. The vice of hypocrify
wasa ftranger to hic heate. In his method of preach. .
ing, he uled plainnefs of (pecch. He did not fatter to
conciliate and deceive ; but he warned and reproved
to reclaim. This thowed, that he fought not your’s,
but you. 1t will not be an unmerited tribute to fay,
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that in point of plainnefs and energy, his preaching
bore an analogy to that of the diftinguithed perfonage,
. whole chara&er has been briefly delineated in this dif-
courfe. We have reafon to hopz and believe, that
he has been inftramental of furning many te righteous-
nefs, as the feal of his miniftry and crown of rejoicing.

BouT alas! Heis pow no more. His life is ended. .
His work is done. Clofed are thofe lips, which were
wont toinfiru& ; and filenc is that veice, which was
fo long and fo lately heard from this facred Delk.
But he ha; gone, we truft, to receive the reward of
his labors ; and to join kindred fpirits, in the blcfled
manfions on high.

T 7 body bas been taken up aiid buried, with every
mark of decency and refpe®. No more can now be
- done for the deceafed. The laft office of charity has
been pe:icrmed. What now remains is, that you ge

and tel] - Sfus ; acd go 2 the manner, which has beea
prefcribed.

May the Father of mercies afford the fupports and
coraforts of his Spitit, to the afflicted Widow, who
has now loft the hofband of her youth, he friend that
was as ber own foul ! We commend her to Him,
wilo has ftyled himfelf the widow’s God and Fudge.
Itis a commandment with promife, Leave thy fath-
erlefs children, I will preferv: them alive ; and let thy
widows truft in me. Truflingin God, may fhe be
fupported under this bereavement ;3 and under thof:
bodily infirmities, with which fhe has long been exer.
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cifed. Now the fbadnws of the evening of life are
JSEretched out around her, may the light cf the divine
countenance be lifted up upon her. We with her a
blefling from the houfe of the Lord. |

May divine confolaticas be alfo adminifiered to the
bereaved Children. 1 know how to lympathize with
you. What you experience, I have been taught to feel.

Inur’d to sorrow from my tender years,
My father's ashes drank mty carly tears ;

A foithful wother late my gricfs increas’d,
- And tender feelings meve my filial breast.

Your bereavemeat is affe@ing. But God is able
to fupport you. Murmar not at the providence ; but
bow in fubmiffion to the divine will. You have rea-
fon to rejoiée, that your father was fpared to you fo
long. Helived till he was old and grey headed, to

counfel and pray for you. As his life has been ufe-
- ful, let his death be inftrudtive. Go aad tell Fefus.
Put your truft in God, who, in tendernefs and love,

is @ Father of the fatherle’s. Fear him and keep bhis
commandments. Seek him early, and you fball jind bim.
In all your ways, acknowledge him, and be will direct
your_paths, In thefe things, you have been inftruéted .

by your deceafed father. If you follow his counlels,
you will honor his memory.

I mourn with you, my Brethren and chritian
Friends of this Church and Society, in the death of

your Paftor. God has come near to you ; and may
the providence bring you near to him. Go and tell fefus.
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iT becomes you, as a People, to cultivate a tempef
of mind, correfpondent to the trial you experience,
and to the bleffing v-ou have enjoyed. You have "oc-
cafion to_fing of mercy, as well as of judgment. Fof
long have you had the faithfal labors of your Paftor.
- But few-Churches have been thus highly favored:
He has come to bis grave in a good old age, as a fbock of
corn in its feafon ; and his life and ufcfulnefs were ended
together. It becomes you now to remember the year$
of the right hand of the My High. Remember alfo
how you have received and beard ; and confider, (that

though dead, he yet [peaketh.

" You are now left ixi a deftitute ftate, in a dark and
difficult day. But He, with whom is he refiduc of the
Spirit, is able to repair the breach, and to fend you -
anothér Paftor aftet his own heart. To this end, afk
counfel aud dire&ion of him ; s and to this end, ufe
the mreans, whxch are calculated to obtair: the blefing.

Be not wanting to yourfelves, and God will not be
-wantmg to you. '

LEeT public worthip be flill fupported and continaéd
among you. It is gloomy and affeiting, to fee the
doors of the San&uary unopened, on the chriftian
Sabbath. The hgbit of negle&ing public worfhip is
eafily contralted ; and when this is the cafe, religion
and the profeflion of it will languith of courfe. M
we examine the charaler of thofe, who, from a prin.
ciple of difrefpect, habitually abfent themfelves from
the houfe of God, we fhall find but litrle to commends
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It is generally the cali . that fuch per‘ons are corrupt
in fentaments and diffo!ate in morals. We foon pet-
ceive, that they have b;come unfocial and ruftic in

their manners, as well as evil and licentious in their
lives. How can it be otherwife ! How can people
exped to be amiable and virtuous, who negle@ the
means of becoming fo ! The public inftitutions of re-
ligiony are of the higheft importance. They confti-
tute the very bands of fociety. Were the negle& of
them to become general, it would be attended. with
the moft unhappy confequences to the community.
- Civil government, as well as moral principles, would
be difregatded. Immorality would abound ; confu-
- fion and every evil work would follow. Make ity
then, an obje& with you, my Brethren, that pnbllc
- worthip be fupported among you. Be not deflitute of
prmcbmg ; but let thu facred deﬁ be ﬁatedly fcpphed

IN fele@ing candldam to fupply you, be )udu:!oal
aud circum{pe@. Employ note, but fuch as aze reg-

r niariy called and duly quahﬁed. Mark thofe, whe
¢aufe divifions, and avoid them. Let not found ptin-
- ciples give way to vifionaty fchemes. Benot carri-

- ed about with every wind of docirine ; but try the fpirits

whether they are of God. In fhort, q/l Jor the od
paths, where is the good way, and walk tberem, tmd

ye /ball find reft for your fouls.

In your deftitute flate, be cateful ta follow the things
which make for peace. BeHOLD, HOw GOOD AND
HOW PLEASANT IT IS, FOR BRETHREN TO DWELL
TOCETHER IN UNITY ! Guard againft party fpirit ;

D
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ard let not any root of bitternefs fpring up among yiu.
Exercife candor and charity towards one amother.
Even wife and good men will oftenvary in fentiment.
The opinions of the mind, like the features- of the
face, will be unavoidably different. But ftill we may,
and ought to unite in affe®ion. In the focial relations
of life, we muft learn to bear and forbear. It is m
vain to expe@, that we can have every circumfiance,
correfpoiident to our wifhes. Be perfuaded, then, to
abftain from all appearance of ccutroverfy, and unite
in the common intereft.

- LeT a {pirit of order and religion be found in your
families. Private families are conftituent parts of
the commmunity. They are Commeonwealths in
miniatore. If a church were to be found in every
boufe ; if every family would call on the name -of the
Lord. the happy effes would be foon felt in focu:ry.
From this confideration be induced to look well to
>+ houfeholds, in zeligious, as well as prudential, refpe@s.

In fhort, look to your own hearts, and fee that
they be right with God. Let not a fpirit of religion
languifh among you, though your Paftor is dead.

Live in the praQice of every incambent duty ; and
then may you hope for the blefling of God ; that he

will take you under his fpecial care ; and in due

time {end forth another faithful Iaborer into thls part
of his vineyard.

Fivacrcr, Brethren, farewell. Be perfe ; be of
good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the God
of love and peace [hall be with you. AMEN.




BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH,

3 BY ANOTHER HAND.
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THE Rev. Rovaxp Grexx was born at Mal-
den, September the 1Gih 1737, graduaied at Cambridge in
the year 1758, and settled in the gospel Ministry at Mans-
field August the 27th 1761. ~

He was a person of a lively make and athletic constitu-
tion. Possessing a cheerful disposition, he enjoyed the so-
cial part of life in a high degree ; but.such was the frame
of his.mind, that-all his troubles and afflictions were cau-
tiously kept to himself. In his official capacity he was
punctual, energetic amd faithful. In His family he was
kind, indulgent, provident, and exemplary. He was strong
in h:s attachments, ardent in his affections for his Country,
fervent in his friendship towards his Brethren in the Minis-
try, aad a lover of onder -and decorum. .In a dangerous ill-
ness a few years previous to his death, as he and his fami-
Jy then thought him near his end, -he-manifested -great calmness
and christian resignation ; :and to his anxious Children wait-
ing for his dying words, he summed up all his directions
in this language, ¢ Seck first the Kingdom of God.”

For several months before his decease he enjoyed his
health better than. ususl. {The.dsy. prior: tonhis. exit, he ad-
ministered the. Sacrament of the Lord’s Sypper. In the
morning exercise he was impressive, inviting his hearers to
celebrate the victory obtained by our Savieur at Inis death,
and as the celebration of our Indepehdence was to take
place the next day, he took occasion to impress on their
minds the superior importance of celebrating the triumphs
of Christ, above that of our Independence. On the.morning
following, (July 4) he arose with uncommon hecalth and
cheerfulness, and as he had several invitations to attend the
celebration of our national Independence at Norton, he rode
moderately to the Rcv. Mr. Glark’s, about 4 miles, and
there met with his friends. He was congratulated on his
good state of health, and after conversing a short time, went
out with the Rev. Mr. Reed and the Rev. Mr. Clark, in
order to go tc the meeting house. e had not moved far,
before he was scized witk § fit of apoplexy, and at 2 o'clock
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P. M. expired without a groan, withaut a struggle. After
the first attack he revived, had his senses, and was_ com po-
sed, but this was of short duration. He lived, af;:ef the first
scizure, 2 hours and 45 minutes. His Remains ‘were remo-
-ved to Mansfield the next day, and on the 6thy in the af-
ternoon, they were buried by his Famiry.—Esery mark of
‘respect was shewn by a large Procession, consisting of a.
bout 600 Persons, who moved in the following order—

BAND,
( playing, a funcral dirge.) |
MALE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH.
BEARERS.
-CORFSE.
( Pall suppoited by the Rev. Mr. TuAcgER, Rev. Mr. MorEy,
Rev. Mr. Rszp, Rev. Mr. PaLMER, Rev. Mr. RicumonD, Rev.
" Mr. CLARK, Rev, Mr. Fisk, and Rev. Mr. WHITAKER.)
MOURNERS.
ParTicuLar FRriEnDs or THE DECEASED.
FemaLe MemBERS o THE CHURCH.
SINGING SOCIETY.
- MEuBERs or THr CONGREGATION,

STRANGERS,
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SERMON

“. PREACHED at MANSFIELD,
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By ToE Rev. ROLAND GREEN,
Late Pastor of the Church in that T’ own.
el © 32 o WEE——

N. B. This was the last Sermon he ever delivered. Of
‘eourse it may be considered, in some respects, as containing
his dymg words. To his Peofile they were his Last Worbs.
“"What is here inserted is a SUMMARY of what was then

delivered,

PUBLISHED BY RE( JEST.
s> QO D) G P I PI9 <

EPHESIANS V. 6.

Let no man deceive you with vain words ; for because of
these things cometh the wrath of God, q‘zon the cluldrcn of
disobedience, .

THE Apostle urges the Ephesians tc uni-
versal holmess ; and enforces the duty from the considera-
tion of the divine compassion, displayed in the gospel. He
strongly cautions them against the "gross impurities ot the
Heathen. Gross immoralities are to be abborred. TFor the
Apostle observes—Nvo whoremonger, nor unclean ferssn, nor
‘eovetous man, whe is an idelater, hath any inheritance, i the
kingdom of Christ and of God. Such as are impenitent, and
allow themselves, either in the lusts of the flesh, or the
love of the world, do not savingly belong to the kingdom of
grace ; nor, as suck, shall thcy ever come to the kumdom
of glory. Let none, thcn, in this respect, amuse and de-
ceive you, with vain and sophisticai reasenings, who would
attempt a vindication of thcse things ; or, at least, extenus
atc the evil of them ; as though they were not proveking
in the eyes of God—or that you may indulge them, and es-
eape with impunity. Satan deceived our first parents with
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vain words, when he said to-them—Ye shall not surely ﬁe
On account of shese shings, the wrath of God cometh aifior

he children of disvbedience and infidelity. If the JH€athen

" gre punished or them, much less ecan we supn{:sz:, that,

these who profess the gonpel who have 'so mdh greatct

advantages, for purity and virtue, in all théir: hefaches, and

are under such _peculiar cngagements to culmalc the same,
- shal! escape with impunity.® |

By the children of disobedience may be nieant the Heathen,
who disbelieved and refused the gospel ; or more generally,
all obstinate sinners, who will not be reclaimed. Disobedi- -
ence is the very. malignity of sin ; and ke wrath of God
comes- ufion the children of such, sometimes in this world ;
but more awfully in the next. ‘We ought not to be parta-
kers with them in their sins, that we muay not be sharers
with themZin their plagues. We partake with other men -
~ in their sins, when we pursue the same . course .of disobedi-
ence ; when we comply with temptation aud consent to sin ;
tbut more generally, when we engage with them in their
_sin, prompt them to it, and do not, when in our power,
“prevent them from it. Because of these things, the wrath
§f God cometh ufion the ciuildren . of -disobedience. Many
sophistical reasons men have, to palliate and excuse their
vices ; but.if the -wrath-of  God {falls.ypon .the Heathen for
these thxngs, let us not imagine, that we can practise them
-with impunity ; and let us not presume to be partakers with
them. {%ese tlzmgs have reference to the verse, preceding
-our text,-where the enormitics -of the Gentile -state are dis-
played. N - .

Tae method of qur discourse is, to enquire—~—

-J. WaaT we are to understand by the | w_fath of God.
1. Wno may expect to endure his wratb.

J. WHaT Wwe are to understand, by the wrath of. God,

“Tre word wrath denotes the highest degree of displeasure

~and resentment. "When we read of e wrathof God, or any
other passion, it is by way of allusion to man. For in re-
-ality, God is not subject to such passions as we are. - Our con-
eeptions of God are very imperfect. We want language,
when we speak of the incomprehensible Deity ; and are
forced to borrow metaphors frum creatures, especially from
ean, o describe him. Thus we call such a manner of act-
.ing, as would be the effect of love amang men, the love of

" God=and such a manner of acting, as would be the fruit of
# Vid. Dobnrrvee # loc.
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: and resentitient among men, we call rhe wrarA of God.
When'ye read of God’s wrath, we are not to understand by

it, any  violent emotions, of the mind, as in man, when.
provoked & wrath ; but only, as when a man is an
with. a for sorae fault or offence, "he will punish him

severely for'it, if lie has power so to do. So God’s punish-
ing sinners, with exquisite tortures in hell, is caHed bhis
wrath. Sometimes the wraih of God comes upon, sinners ix
this world, as in Sodom and Gomorrah, Egypt and Jerusa-
Iem. It is spoken also to denote afature punishment. Tix .
day of judgment, when God will inflict upon the wicked the
full and deserved punishment of their sins, is called ¢he
" great day of his wrath. Pzuv. VI. 17. However dresd%}
the displays of divine wrath are, in this life, upon commu-
nities and particular persons, they are not to be comjp:zred
with the dreadful execution of divine wrath in a fnmre

state,

Ox whom #ke svrath of God comes, it implies, in the fired
lace, a loss of divine favor, and all the blessings which
ollow it. 'When the final and dreadful sentence shall be

given, they shall go away—from whom? From the presence
of God and Christ ; from the company of the blessed ; and
from all the joys and glories of heaven ! Was this. a!l it
would be a dreadful punishment ; but it implies also & total

Joss of all that is good and happy in the last period of -

time. The Spirit of God will utterly forsake them ; wor
excite in them oné faint “desire after holiness, wheic once
the soul is banished from God and heaven. How wxll they
view their lost happiness ? When the wrath ‘of G:t remcs,
then closes the scene of all the means of grace ; ang a con-
sideration of having dispised those means, wil: “ut increase
their woe. Secondly, it implies a positive pumsh‘ment ; bot
only a sense of what they have lost, but an nfiction of
punishment. They shall go away into everloriing tfunish-
meht, which no doubt implies, that they shall suffer pain—
the fains of hell. There sinners will dwell. Thei« is the
pever dying worm. There miserable wretcies suffer the
‘“ipengeance of eternal fire. These are dreadful images, and
fearful representations of the state of everlasting condemna-
tion, which -will be the portion of the wicked. A sense of
God’s wrath, impiressed upon the comscience, is dreadful ; but
it will be greater, when the punishment shall come from the
hresence f‘f the Lord, and from the glory of his fiower.

II. Wauo may expect to endure the wrath of God.
WieN we read in the context of the lusts of rhe flesh, of

covetousness, and the like, we may say, in consequence of
all siny comes the wrath of Gbd. It comes upon such chil-

dren of disobedience, as live and die in a state of impeni-
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tence ; unreformed and without 'an interest in the p-n[
fng mercy of God, through Christ. Such sins as are.nfore

immediately committed against God ; such as are Sfbidden
by the first table of the law; or those against the second
table, which prescribes our duty towards our nei r, de-
serve this wrath. The Heathen shall not They
will be pubished, for their rebellion against the  light and
law of pature. And shall tbose, who know the mind of
- God, as revealed in the gospel; who have’ a clear revela-
tion of truth and duty, escape 2 Such may expect this
wrath who are neither awed by threatenings, nor moved by
mercics. Neglecting mercies and means of grace will
greatly aggravate the condemnation another day ; and the
%osp_c’l, which was ordained to life, will, tc such offende:s
e unto death. Christ told the unbelieving mhabitants of
Chorazin and Bethsaida, that it would be morc tolercbic for
Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for them.
The Heathen, who had been guilty of gross immoralifies,
pever bad  such means of escape, as we have under the
gospel ; and if we add to all our other sins, that of
disobeying the gospel and despising an offered Sawiour,
The wrath of God will come in 2 dreadful manner. Those,
who bave sinned against warnings, ccumsels and invitations,
@re objects of this wrath. On the impious and profane ; the
ungodly and irreligious, comes the wrath of God ; nor will any
such escape. .No outward pirofession of religion, vor zeal for
doctrines, nor modes of worship, will make up the want of
moral honesty, in the great day of accounts.

IMPROVEMENT.

1—LzT us learn, then, not to make Lght of any sin what-
ever. For God's wrath will coms upon all transgressors of
his holy law; and without a pardon, through the blood of
Christ, the lcast sin will sink us down to hell forever. - -

2—Let us be thankful for Jesus Christ. Ifthis wrath comes
upon a guilty world; and it inevitably will, how should we re-
joice, thai Jesus Christ has taken this wrath upon himself; and
has, in Lis own person, endured the cross, despised the shame

and has cpened a way for sinners to escape this wrath! It fol-
lows ==

3—That sinners are to be entreated tofly from this wrath.
Ob ! Be entreated to take the warning ; now be entreated io
make aplication to the Son of God, to Jesus the Mediator of
the new ccvenant.  You sec what is coming upon this impious
world, decd in tresfasscsund sins ; AND BE ENTREATED 70 PRE-
PARZ TO MERT T0UR GOD, AND FLY FR1M THE WRATH 70 COXMK,

FINIS.




