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Vote of the Town.

A'l" 1 Meeting of the Frecholders and other Inhabitants of the Town

of Bofon, duly qualified and legally warned in public Town-Meeting, af-
fembled at Fancuil-Hall, the gth day of July, A. D, 1801 :

On motich, Poted, That the Seletmcn be, and hereby are appointed a
Committee to wait on CHARLES PAINE, Esq. in the namie of the Tovii,
and thank him for the elegant and fpirited OrRaTION, this day . !'vercd
by him, at the rcqueft of the Town, upon the Anniverfary o1 .'.¢ zde-
pendence of the United States of America § in which, according to the
Inflitution of the Town, he confiderd the feelings, manners, and princi-
ples, which led to that grcat National Event ; and to requcft of him a
copy for the prefs,

Atteft, WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk,

COSTON, JULY 4, 180I.

GENTLEMEN,

IN complying with your requeft, to which cuftom has given the
folemnity of a claim, I trult my imperfect performance will find an
apology in thc purity of my intentions.

I um, with great refpect,
Gentlemen,
Your very obc¢dient fervant,
CHARLIES PAINE.
The ScleStmen of Boflon,
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Oration.
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N ATIONAL fentiment, although
frequently the refult of circumftances, is yet the
fubject of education. Bold and irritable, it is
pliant to the touch of eloquence ; refolute and
untractable, it yields to the difcipline of reafon.
In periods of revolution it incurs the crifis of its
fufceptibility and caprice. It is then we behold it
in its moft unfavourable afpect. Rouled at every
alarm, no opiate is ftrong enough to compofe it ;
exifting only in its own change, it {carcely out.
lives the definition of 1its charadter. Such,
however, perilous and volatile as it is, becomes
the magical director, which guides the mafter
wire of the cabinet in all countries, where the
people claim a portion of the right of legiflation.
It demands refpect ; for its office, though defpot-
ic, is lawful : It merits cultivation ; for its errors,
though fatal, are involuntary. In all popular
governments it is alfo the principal inftrument by
which the adminiftration acquires energy, and
one of the great {anctions by which law ftrength-
ens its authority. In moments of political haz-
ard, created by foreign aggrefiion, with confi.




dence we refort to its honeflt zeal, to rally the
phalanx of the paflions, and to {ubfidize the pride
of man in the defence of his injured country,
But in feafons of civil ferenity, though we may
fufpeét their planfible treachery, the tone of na-
tional temper is no longer to be raifed by appeals
to the popular fenfibility. It is then our duty to
convince, not to inflame. Surrounded by cir-
cumftances of fo peculiar a nature, the return of
this aufpicious anniverfary, while it infpires our
enthufiafm and revives our gratitude, arrefts us
amid this war of {entiment, invites us ta reflec-
tion, and leads us back to principle. It points us
to a time, when we were ¢ all brethren and all
Americans,” in truth and in honour, without
being feduced into the aflinity by the necromancy
of words,

AMERrICANS ! to this period let us return for a
moment ; and while we trace back our footlteps
to the goal from which we have ftarted, we will
cat a wveil over the images of horror, which
croud on our retrofpet, and mark with fidelity
our aberrations from the path of our fathers.

Tue ¢ feelings, manners, and principles,” lead-
ing to that great national epoch, which we are
now affembled to commemorate, have annually
been the theme of fervid orifons and heartfelt
gratulations. What {ubject can be mare animat-
ing, what more ufeful to an affembly of enlight-
ened freemen ? Animating, becaufe it infpires us
with a veneration of that unimpeachable virtue,
that magnanimous conftancy, and that undaunted
courage, which onginated the fettlement, which




protected the progrefs, which afferted the inde.
pendence of America. Ulfeful, becaunfe it teaches
us thofe principles, upon which are founded our
national dignity and bhappinefs, and without
which we can neither efliciently {fupport nor duly
eltimate them.

Waar then were thofe feelings, what thole
manners, what thofe principles, which gave birth
to this aufpicious era ! They were the in-
dependent feelings of men, who had obtained
their liberty at too dear a rate to be defpoiled of
it but with their lives ; whofe manners affociated
induftry with integrity, and virtue with piety ;
whofe principles weore an unbounded attachment
to liberty, prefcribed and fanctioned by law ; in-
{fpiring an equal hatred of tyranny and anarchy ;
and uniting loyalty to their conflitution of gov-
ernment with a determined oppolition to the
fmalleft encroachment upon their perfonal rights.

Driven by ecclefiaftical oppreflion from the
land of their nativity, where lay inherfcd the
relics of their departed anceltors, our venerable
forefathers committed themfetlves to the ocean
and to Gop, in fearch of fome {ecluded refidence
in this then howling wilderneis, where they and
their pofterity might cnjoy thofe civil and relig-
ious immunitiecs, which they had long and unfuc.
cefsfully ftruggled to ohtain on the fhores of
Britain. Liberty, their cloud by day and pillar
of fire by night, directed them to this her chofen
feat.,  America was already deftined in the coun-
cils of Heaven to be a great and mighty empire.
This vait continent, fertilc and falubrious, which
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n.d €= ages remained unvifited but by the necef-
fitous foot of the favage, would probably at this
day have been fcarcely known even on the map
of the world, had not its wilds been peopled by
perfecution and cultivated by banithment. But
it had been referved as the confecrated fpot, on
‘which fhould be erefted the temple of liberty,
when ecclefiaftical bigotry and civil defpotifm had
rendered the old world untenantable by her pure
fpirit. In that invetcrate oppreflion, which exiled
our anceftors from the abodes of civilized man ;
in that relentle(s vengeance, which purfued them
even into thefe inhofpitable forefts ; in that for-
titude and patience, which fupported them amid
the dangers and the hardfhips, which haraffed and
encompafled their infant {etilement ; we behold
the finger of Providence, pointing to the rifing
grcatnefs of this weftern world.  But in this op-
eration of {ccond caufes, the blind calculations of
human forefight were bafiled and bewildered ;
and even the philofophy of later ages has been af-
tonifhcd at the effe¢t. From this example the
oppreflors of mankind might have learned, that
the correct and {teady virtue of principle acquires
new ftrength from the preflure of oppofition
which furrounds it, and enriches 1ts triumph by
the fpoils of thofe eflorts, which arc employed to
defeat it.

SEPARATED from the mother country Ly an
occan of fearful and almoft untried navigation,
the Colonics purfued the object of their cmigra-
tion without great interruption, uatil their rapid
improvements, their increafing ftrength, and their
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widely extending commerce, attracted the envy,
and excited the ambitior and avarice of Europe.
Britain, who before appeared regardlefs of our
condition, now aflumed a more defpotic tone.
Not content with thofe voluntary contributions,
to which alone the was entitled, her exactions in-
creafed in proportion to the ability of the Colonies
to fuftain them. A cruel monopoly of our com-
merce was {ucceeded by a ftill more unjuft attempt
to raife a rcvenue from our trade. This claim,
imperious and arbitrary as it was, was rendered
more iniquitous and oppreflive, by a ftanding army
ftationed in our metropolis to enforce it. At the
throne of a deluded monarch the entreaties of
freemen had no avail. It was decreed, that the ty
ranny of Britain fhould produce the freedom of America.
The parliamentary aflumption of a right to bind
us in all cafes whatfoever, and the abrogation of
the charter of Maffachufetts, extinguifhed the laft
obligation of our allegiance, and with it deftroved
the only tie of bootlefs fervitude. The fpirit of
freedom flathed indignant through the continent ;
the manacles of oppreflion were burft afunder ;
America arofe from the cradle of colonial infancy,
and aflumed the dignity of natioral manhood.
In vain were the fkill of the veteran, the allure-
ments of bribery, and the terrors of profcription,
combined to {fubdue the perfeverance, the integri-
ty, and the firmnefs, of that fpirit of patriotifin,
whofe object was not to extend the boundaries of
an empire, nor to effet a revolution in the moralc
B
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of man ; but whofe purfuit was Liberty, and whofc
hope was God !

‘Tre horrors of the revolutionary conflict will
ever be remembered by Americans as the price of
their indcpendence.  'What hardthips did ye not
endure; what miferics did ye not fuffer in this
unequal conteft ¢ Unequal, I fay, becaufe it was a
eonteft between the hirelings of defpotifm on the
one part, and the virtuous cultivators of the foit
on the other. It was a war between the myrmi-
don, whofe attachment to life was involved in
his {cantv ftipend, and whofe death could in no
way affet the focial or political relations of his
country but by an erafure of his name from the
fum of its inhabitants ; and the induftrious yeo-
man, whofe life was not ftated at a mercenary
peril, who lived not for himfelf only, but for his
parents, his wife, his children, and his country,
and whofe death would make a chafm in fociety,
by depriving its phyfical and moral force of the
encrgy and example of an ufeful citizen.

Tue American revolution, unparalleled in the
hiftory of nations, for the modcration with whicl:
it wis conduéted, and the momentous importance
of its objett, was merely defenfive. It was not
the mad purpofc “ of tearing the world from its
poles and commencing a new cra for the human
race,” but a deliberate plan of adherence to their
ancient charter of rights, and of oppofition to
the atternpted impofitions of Britain,  Compelled
by the mighty intereft of fuch motives and vicws,




11

the aflembled Patriots of America declared, that
the arbitrary conduct of the mother country had
diflolved her authority over the Colonics, and
that the United States were, and of right ought
to be, a I'ree, Sovereign, and Independent, Nation,
America then exhibited an auguft fpectacle. An
infant country, without a government, without
laws, without any bonds whatever, excepting the
charm of liberty, boldly proclaiming her indepen-
dence, and maintaining her {overeignty againft the
moft haughty and moft powerful nation on the
globc !

As the revolution originated in principle, fo
it was conduéted with a diftinc¢t reference to its
object. Trom the correct unity of defign, which
diftinguifhed all its lineaments and parts, it fhould
feem, that the philofophers and patriots, who con-
ccived the mighty projeét and ripened it for exe-
cution, were either endued by prefentiment or
enlightened by prophecy, to mark its precife
boundaries, and calculate its immediate effects,
Through all its viciflitudes and perils their fore-
fight appears to have tempered its condu& and
directed its iffuc. The fcope of their enterprize
was neither to create nor to deftroy : its humble
office was to repair and preferve. If to the pur-
pofe of their councils the fpirit of innovation
could in any fort be aicribed, it is, that they
fought to difencumber our Tufcan pillar of its
Corinthian capital ; but they left its majeftic
fhaft uninjured. To them reformation was an
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anxious, 2 duous, ficred, tafk. Their plan of im-
proverent was chafte, and was pradical. It
courted not the perplexity of theory, merely be-
caufe it was {cientific, nor delighted in the mag-
nilicence of ruin, merely becaufe it was fublime.
'They repaired the roof of an ancient and venerable
edifice, enlarged the number of its lights, amended
the ftyle of its architeture, and cemented the
rocks of its foundation. But they employed no
Samfon to collapfe its pillars, no Eratoftratus to
burn its temple. Thus they efcaped the moft
fearful deitinv of revolution, the moft horrible
abyfs of confufien and mifery, into which a mif-
guided people can be plunged by delufion. 'They
efcaped the ¢ deadly paflion for making politi-
cal experiments on abfira&t theories and untried
fyftems.” ¢ Never in the whole courfe of the
revolution were the rights of man appealed to for
the deftruction of the rights of a citizen, never
“was the fovereignty of the people ufed as a pretext
to undermine the foundations of focial fecurity.”
Fiere was no ftrife of jarring factions, contending
for preewninence,  whofe voluntary crimes could
only be covered by neceflary mifdeeds,” and with
whom ¢ the end would always juftify the means.”
Here patriotifm did not confift in extirpating the
finer feclings, and diflolving the focial connexions
of man. Here it was not confidered neceffary to
overturn religion, before we could erect a govern.
ment, or to abolifh a future ftate, before we could
eftablifh our temporal independence. Notwith-
ftanding our revolution was neceflarily with the
confufed noife of the warrior, and with garments
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rolled in blood ; yet thofe inftitutions, both civil
and facred, which our fathers had ere@ed as the
palladium of their liberties, were inviolably pre-
ferved. Ours was not a war of avarice againft
wealth, of ambition againft power, of vice againft
honour, of infidelity againft religion, of atheifm
againit God ! It was a war of principle againft in-
juitice; a war of temperate, virtuous, liberty againft
the attempts of invafion and intrigue to corrupt
her purity and deftroy her exiftence. It originat-
ed in a noble fpirit of anceftry, which infpired the
heroes of its {cenes to emulate their fathers in an
attachment to their altars, their country, and
thelr laws ; and by the fame principles which
produced it, it was conduéted through all its con-
vulfions, its horrors, and its dangers, to the ob-
ject of its commencement.

Tue political debility, which enfued this parox-
yim of energy, and the general diftrefs, which fuc-
ceeded tHe declaration of peace, feverely tried the
virtue, and aliroft baftled the patriotifm of Ameri-
cans. '{he ftorm had fubfided ; but it had left
on our fhores the wrecks of its vengearnice. We
b2d indeed gained our independence, but we had
almoft loft the power of preferving it. Overbur-
dened with debts, which we were unable to dif-
charge, borne down with taxes, which we were
unwilling to bear, without money, without credit,
without refources, we were impoverithed by the
miferies of liberty, which we were too indepen-
dent to control, and walked trippingly over the
embers of the late volcano, though confcious that
the flames of civil war were kindling beneath our
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fect. But the overthrow of the colonial govern.
ment was not the ultimate object of the revolu-
tion. It was not an abfolution from the obliga-
tions of law, or the duties of citizens, which
Americans fought. Had this been their objeét,
here then they might have revelled in all the
philofophic confufion and mad intoxication of
anarchy. It was a government uniting liberty
with order, and individual right with public re-
ftraint, for which they nobly ftruggled. Such a
covernment has arifen upon the afhes of the rev-
olution compofed of the beft materials, which
learning, virtue, and patriotifm, could furnifh,
founded on the will of the people, and having for
1ts object their fecurity and happinefs.

Un~DER this government, adminiftered by the
virtue, the abilities, and the patriotifm, of the two
illuftrious Statefmen, whom Americans have placed
foremoft on the fcroll of their affe¢tions, and front
on the pages of their glory, our country has ad-
vanced to a ftate of learning, opulence, and pow-
er, unequalled, in the lapfe of fo fhort a period, by
any nation renowned in hiftoric regiftry. Thofe
convulfions, which have fhaken Europe to its cen-
tre, and uplifted the deep rooted governments of
antiquity, have indeed threatened to involve Amer-
ica in their extended confufion. But the wife, pa-
cific; yet firm, policy of our Executive, which led
to the declaration of our neutrality, and to the
adoption of conciliatory mcafures with the two
great powers of Europe, who had aiternately and
moft unjuftifiably depredated upon our commerce,
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have hitherto preferved us from an actual declar-
tion, but not from the prudent preparation for a
war. The difgraceful embarraflments, which at-
tended the negociations with one of thofe powers,
owing in a great meafure to an injurious and dai-
tardly difunion and want of patrioti{m among our-
felves, it is hoped will teach Americans, that the
claims of an injured nation, however moderate and
reafonable, will always be difmifled with difdain,
unlefs the jultice of their demand can be enforced
by the rhetoric of their cannon. Peace can never
be folicited with honour, unlefs the fixed alternatiye
be war with energy. No nation, perhaps, ever
experienced fo much to aroufe its energics, and to
call into adtion its refources, at {o early a period of
its exiftence as has already fallen to the lot of
America. The embarraflments, into which fhe
was plunged by the revolutionary war, would ere
this, in all probability, have been crafed from the
catalogue of our national concerns by the excellent
fyftem of financial relief, which was adopted by
the Federal Government : This {yftem had {atisfi-
ed all thofe at home, who had any claims upon her;
eftablithed her credit abroad ; and raifed her to re-
{petability in the view of foreign nations. But
her commerce, which then whitened either pole
with its canvafs, held out too ftrong a temptation,
and offered too eafy a prey, to the fpirit of plunder,
to permit her to retain her neutral fituation, un-
impoverifhed by {poil, and undegraded by infult.
THE war in Lurope, though it has introduced
views and principles, obnoxious to order, and dan-
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gerous to our liberty, has greatly benefited the
United States, not merely in 2 commercial and
pecuniary view, but in a point more interefting
and eflential to our honour and exiftence. It has
aroufed the fpirit of the nation, by the infliction
of wrongs, which might elfe have been lulled into
a fatal fecurity by the falcinativns of luxury and
the oblivion of eafe, It has exhibited to the world,
that peace is not our object without independence,
and that the proud forefts of America contain 3
barrier to all encroachments upon her rights.
Our navy, though fhackled by the inexperience of
infancy, and limited in the field of "its a&ion, has,
during the fhort period of its exiftence, demon.
ftrated, not only its intrinfic capability, but its abfo-
lute importance to a commercial country. It has
already put a period to the depredations of pirates
in the form of civilized men, and has now to con-
tend with pirates by profeflion. May it be cher.
ithed and protected as a fchoo! of maritime educa-
tion, as a nurfery of able officers and hardy fea-
men, as an encouragement to induftrious and ufe-
ful mechanics, and as a terror to the ambition and
avarice of foreign nations.

MucH praife is merited by the abilities, the in-
tegrity, and the patience, of our Envoy's, who, after
two abortive attempts, have eventually adjufted
the exifting differences between this country and
I'rance upon terms, which are confidered compati.
ble with the honour, intereft and dignity of the
United States. How much more exalted an ecu-
logy is due to the prudence and forefight, which
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#itched the treacherous crouching of the Tiger,
and arrayed our country in warlike habiliments to.
refift the fubtle and meditated grafp of his poifon-
ous fangs. This magnanimous policy, encounter-
ed yet not difheartened by the arts of intrigue, the
ingratitude of faction, and the bafenefs of calum-
ny, has proteéted us from the mighty ruin, which
impended; and, we truft; has placed us beyond the
crifis of thofe political convulfions, which have
agitated Europe and the world.

BuT, Americans! having foiled the attempts of
our foes, we have now to guard againft curfelves.
We have deftroyed the vipercus infe& of for-
eign perfidy, whofe cancerous tooth had blighted
the toliage of our glory ; we have now to caus
terize the wide fpreading roots of domeftic fac-
tion; which have nourifhed their rank vegetation
on the ftrength of our foil. Efcaped by great
maftery and exertion from the fweeping tide of
the ingulphing cataraét, we render thanks to Heav-
en, that we have not now to toil againft the head-
long precipitation of the torrent ; but little fhall
we have gained by this mighty prefervation, if we
have not learned from trembling experience to
correct the courfe of our navigation.

Wauat is the boafted ftrength of empires ?
Where are now the mighty republics of antiquity ?
They are all levelled with the dulft, and can now
be traced only by their ruins, which remain as
monuments to pofterity of that forgetfulnefs of
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principles, in which they have met their fall. Na-
tions, like individuals, when arrived at the matu-
rity of their greatnefs, eafily forget the means by
which they have obtained their eminence. Afflu-
ence, the fruit of induftry, brings with it luxury,
the bane of morality ; and even learning, the
fource of liberty, has for its companions fophiftry
and faction. A government, exercifing the power
in obedience to the will of the people, of all public
compadts founded upon neceflary reftraint, affords
the lcaft occafion for jealoufy. Under fuch a
Government the people fhould be jealous of them-
felves as well as watchful of their rulers ; for, if
its adminiftration be corrupt, that impurity has
its fource in the people ; as they not only delegate
authority to their rulers, but alfo furnith the rul-
ers themfelves. A government, originating in
the fovereignty, and depending for its fupport on
the virtue of the community, calls aloud to its
citizens, Beware of unreafonable jcaloufy, that

Samfon in republics, left he take away that con-
fidence, which is my main pillar, and I fall and
crufh you in my ruins!

Americans | We poflefs a country, extenfive
in its domains, happy in its fituation, fertile in
its refourcesy and ftill richer in its profpeéts and
its promifes. Its laws, by their diftribution and
prote¢tion of property, afford ample encourage-
ment 'to induitry ; its inftitutions {ccure to us the.
enjoyment of liberty and order, by the general
diffufion of lcarning, the cultivation of wurbani-
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ty, and the fupport of religion ; its government
has already become the anxious admiration, and,
by our adherence to its eflential principles, may
vet be the permanent boaft of the world. Can
we appreciate thefe ineftimable privileges ; can
we contemplate thefe ripening glories of our coun.-
try, and not remember whence they havearifen ?
Shall we riot in luxury, in philofophy, ana fac-
tion, and forget the heroes and the patriots, who
projected and completed our independence ; who
reared and ornamented our federal edifice ;
who have fecured the fources of our nation.-
al wealth, preferved our fitheries, and extend.
ed our commerce, to the limits of the world ;
who have conduéted us amid the convulfions of
war, the overthrow of empires, the confufion of
opinions and interefts, the vifionary projects of clof-
et politicians, and their experimental eflays on
the perfectability of man? Shall the Gothic hand
of an infidel philofophy extinguith thofc lumina-
ries of learning and religion, which irradiate our
Jand ? Shall Vandal faction overrun our liberties
by the inroads of barbarifm? Shall the {pirit ‘of
party withold from the Man, who lately precfided
in our councils, that gratitude and veneration, to
which his patriotic, arduous, and eflicient, fervices
for our country fo juftly entitle him; whofe vir-
tues, talents, and exertions, have honoured his
country more than fhe can honour him? Should
the common fatc of republics be the deftiny of
America, and her name be added to the catalogue
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of fallen nations; amid the ruins of her greatnefs,

the pafling traveller would read infcribed on the
monument which fhould inclofe the athes of that

venerable man, Ingratitude, thou bane of republics 2

“Tae audacious fpirit of party has invaded eve.
ry man, who was either refpectable for his virtues
or venerable for his érvxces. To the dark and
recreant agency of this {pirit was doomed to be fa-
crificed the luminous and unimpeachable reputation
of that Chriftian Stafeman, the Patriot of Hamp-
fhire ; but the mild, yet mﬂexxble equanimity of
lm truly repubhcan admml&mtlon dlfarmcd the
malice of party. The ghoft of tmylfm was con-
jured up to appal him in his career ; but it fled
at his approach like the goblins of fancy at the
dawning of light. Oh Maffachufetts ! thou
pride of liberty, thou bulwarl: of order, thy vir-
tue is not tarnithed, nor ;hy glory diminifhed !
The patriot, and civilian, whofe wifdom and ex-
ample nerved thy country’s arm, and aflifted her
ftruggles in the infancy of her empire, whole
alen,tb and whofe influence contributed to the con-
firuction of her government, whofe life of long and
eminent fervices has heen watchifully devoted tq
the promotion of her profperitv and the cultiva-
tion of her honour, is again rc:c:r)gmzed in the af-
fection and gratitude of thy {ons, again prefides in
thy CO}JHCI];, and brightens thy renown !

Twr= fame fpirit, which originated, can alone
preferve our independence. 1o our fathers, who
- planted, to the heroes and patriots, who rearcd
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and defended our empire 3 to our pofterity, who
will rightfully claim, as an unincumbered inherit.
ance, the full enjoyment of thofe liberties, whicly
have defcended to us, we owe a rigid adherence
to thofe manners and principles, and the facred
prefervation of thofe inftitutions, which are the
mighty bulwark of our nation’s peace. Would
we {ecure thefe, we mnit oppofe the arts of that
courtezan philofophy and affaflin infidelity, which
are combined to diforganize fociety, to demoral-
ize man, and even to dethrone the Deity. "We
muft guard againft the infidious attacks of athe-
ifin on our religion, the oaly cement of fociety,
and the main pillar of all governments. We muft
preferve and encourage our happy fyftem of edu-
cation, the only fure fource of correét opxmons,
jult principles, and pure habits. We muft revive
that ancient {pirit of patriotifm,which does not,like
the patriotifm of the prefent day, falfely fo called,

confound all countries and all crimes in one com-
mon chaos of general good, but whofe obje& is to
maintain the dignity and independence of its own
country upon thofe broad principles of juft and
equal policy, which alone are compatible with the
peaceful mtercourfe of nations, America ftands
alone, diflimilar in government in hablts, and in
principles, and fuper;o; in privileges, in improve-
ments, and refources, to every other nation on
the globe.  Rich in civil liberty, in extenfive com.
merce, and mild laws, fhe exhibits the only reliet
in the fombre pi¢ture of nations. The paft centu-
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ry has exhibited on the ftage of the elder conti-
nent icenes, which have aftonithed the boldeft phi-
lofophers, and baffled the fkill of the wifeft politi-
~ cians. 'War, horrid war, has drenched her fields
with the blood,and choaked her rivers with the car-
cafes of millions. ‘The oldeft monarchy in the
world has been tumbled into ruin, and minor em-
pires within the vortex of her influence have been
unbalanced in their governments and fhaken in
their independence by convulfions, which have
been afcribed to the fpirit of liberty; that fame
fpirit of liberty, which originated our indepen-
dence. Americans! can this be true? Can that
- principle, which produces order and happincfs, pro-
duce alfo confufion and mifery ? Does the fame
caufe, which engenders the thunder to purify the
atmofphere of its noxious vapours, produce alfo
the wild tornado to defolate where it fpreads?
The fun, that warms and illumines the univerfe,
may fometimes by the intenfity of his rays pro-
duce the peftilential drought ; but by what power
in phyfics can he leap from his centre and confla-
grate the world ? The {pirit of your fathers rifes in-
dignant at the comparifon. The liberty, of which
we boaft, confifts in the fecurity of our lives, our
perfons, and our property, in a modified reftriction
of individual will harmonizing with a public and
equal right to do whatever experience has declar-
ed to be compatible with focial order or the voice
of legiflative authority has pronounced to be law-
ful. This liberty is not the fantaftic creature of
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an 1imagination, diftempered by vifionary fchemes
of happinefs ; but it is the produc of cool, deliber-
ate reafon, operating upon the paft miferies of
mankind, and grown wife by the folly of ages.
This, Americans, is the liberty, for which your
Statefmen have totled, angd your Heroes have bled !
Will you barter it for the wild projeéts of dream-
ing philofophers and moonftruck politicians? Wil

you abandon thofe found principles, fanctioned by
experience, thofe induftrious habits and pure mor-
als, the rock, on which are built your nation’s free-
dom, ftrength, and greatnefs? No, my fellow citi-
zens ! Here is our country, here are our father’s
{fepulchrcs, thefe are our liberties. While we en-
joy and are grateful, let us remember and be wife.
While with filial wonder and feftive admiration
we gather around the aitars of our country, to de-
vote and to confecrate this day of empire to na-
tional glory, let us celebrate and hallow it as a day
of recurrence to national principles. Carried back
in imagination and in fenfibility to that era, when
this multifarious continent, with all its clafles
of interefts, its gradations of knowledge, and its
variety of rivalthips, was united in one common
‘zeal and was preferved by the compadt, let us,
when convened in this annual affembly to revive
the recollection of our dangers, while we re-act the
triumph of our liberties, bluth at the apoftacy of
our patriotifm. Whether recalled to duty by re-
fle&tion or reverted to principle by local infpiration,
let us unite in deprecating the curfe of foreign in-
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fluence, that Airon’s rod, more powerful than alk
the other ferpents of democracy ; and imprefled
and humbled with a fenfe of our Cameleon great-
nefs, and catching fome portion of the holy fpirit
of our anceftors, let us renew our folemn obliga-
tions, to venerate the memories of our fathers, to
preferve their inftitutions, to emulate their virtues,
to defend their inheritance, to cultivate a national
charadter, to glow with pride at the name of our
country, to become only AMERICANS !






