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ORATION.

ANNUALLY to commemorate, and
gratefully to natice the hand of God, in thofe great
events, which have been highly beneficial to mankind,
in refcuing them from bondage, and in reftoring them
~.to thofe natural rights, with which the God of nature
indued them, is juftifiable in the eye of reafon, meets
the approbating feelings of the human heart, and is
warranted by the holy fcriptures. The children of 1If-
rael, by the direction of the Moft High Gob, annually
commemorated their wonderful deliverance from that
cruel bondage, in which they had been made to ferve
inthe land of Ham. And thofe remarkable days, in
wiiich the Jews were fo providentially delivered from
the awful effefts of that wicked and tyrannic decree,
which Haman, the fon of Hammedatha, had obtained
againft them, and in which the Jews became victorious
over their enemies, were ordered to be yearly obferv-
ed, throughout every generation, as days of feafting
and gladnefs, and fending portions to the poor, that

the memorial of this great deliverance might not per-
ifh from their feed.
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FRIENDS axp FELLOW CITIZENS,

WE are this day affembled to commemorate a moft
joyous and eventful difpenfation of divine providence
—a difpenfation, which refcucd the people of thefe
States from the thackles of premeditated bondage, and
exalted them to the dignificd ftation of a free and in-
dependcent nation.  This day completes twenty feven
years, finge we became feparated from, and indepen-
dent of that domineering power, which had preparcd
for us, and was endeavoring to faften on us, and on
our {uture pofterity, the galling chains of vile depen-
dence and bafe fervitude. As we obferve thisdavasa
memorial of our deliverance from the evils, which an
imperious power had prepared for us, it may be well
to bring into view {fome of the operative caufes, which
led to this great event, |

The firft {fettlers of thete States emigrated chiefly
from Great-Britain, and brought with them ideas fa-
vorable to true liberty. The New-Englanders, ef-
pecially, fonght thele fhores, then an inhoipitable wil-
dernefs, that here they might enjoy an afylum from
that civil and ecclefiaftical tyranny, which, in their na-
tive country, ruled them with defpotic fway. Thee-
vils, which they had endured, induced them to look
with abhorrence on that defpotifm which, to them,
had been a fruitful fource of unhappinefs. Hence,
the nature and exteant of civil and ecclefiaftical authori-
ty were fubjelts, in which they felt decply interefted ;
and which, for that reafon, early occupied their
thoughts. And the more they reafoned and reflected,
the more were they confirmed in the belicf, that tyran.-
ny is contrary to nature, reafon and revelation.
Hence, they were prepared to guard, with a watchful
eyc, the rights which the God of nature had granted
them, and which they fondly hoped to poflefs, undif-
turbedly, in this new world.
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But. as “hey were Britith fubjects, and might be
claimed as fuch, by that country, from which they
werce about to dcpurt, they felt it ncedful to obtain
the confent of the crown, and fome aflurances, that
here they fthould be unmolefted in the enjoymen: of
civil and religious liberty. Accordin%ly Charters
were finally obtained, and Government eftablifhed, fa-
vorable to perpetuate +hefe great bleflings both to
themfelves, and to their pofterity. |

After having endured much hardfhip and many dif-
afters, in repelling a favage foe and cultivating a ftub-
born foil, they began to increafe rapidly in nuinbers
ard wealth. But, on their increafing wealth and grow-
ing numbers, Britain caft a jealous eye; and adoptcd
meafures, to which if the Colonifts had fubmitted, they
would have been brought into a humiliating flate of
vaflalage, and their civil rights would have been buri-
ed in the duft.

They were, by their charters, obtained from the
Britifh government, entitled to all the civilrights
which thofc fubjects were entitled to, who refided in
Britain. The people in Britain could not, conftitu-
tionally, be taxed without the voice of their reprefen-
tatives in parliament. The feveral colonies had their
reprefentative Affemblies, and they believed, that thefe
~ Aflemblies ftood in the fame relation to them, as did
the Britith parliament to thofe who refided in Britain ;
and therefore believed, that they could not, in right,
be called upon for any monies, unlefs voted Ly their
own reprefentatives. They were confirmed in this be-
lief, not only from the Charters which they had re-
ceived from the Britith government ; but becaufe they
had defrayed, and continued to defray, the expenfes
of their own government ; and becaufe, ne’ther the
crown nor parliament had expended any money on
them. But the then mother country, in order to ag-
grandize herfelf, and to hold the Colonifts in a ftate of
abject dependence, claimed the authority of taxing
them without their confent.
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To carry this into effect, the Stamp-A&, {o called,
was adopted, by which it was defigned to raife a reve-
nue from the Colonifts. But they, ever watchful over
their liberties, manifefted, in a moft pointed manner,
a {ull determination never to fubmit to it. Their op-
pofition arofe, not fo much from the amount of what
might, probably, be raifed in this way, nor from the
neceflary inequality of fuch a tax, nor from the difficul-
ties which many might be under to obtain that paper,
on which ndtes and other infiruments might be legal-
ly written ; as from this great principle, fixed deep
in the American mind, that no power on earth, in
which they were not reprefented, nad a right to call
oni them, for theleaft fum in any compulfory way.
They felt, if they {fubmitted to fuch a power, their
freedom was forever gone ; but if they could repel
every fuch claim, they would hold the dignified ftation
of freemen. In confequence of ormofition manifefted
by the Colonifts, the meafures which they adopted,
and the effcé&, which thofe meafures had upon the mer-
cantile and manufactural interefts in England, parlia-
ment faw fit to repecal the act.

But, in repealing this act, parliament werc careful to
to ufe fuch language, as plainly implied, nct only that
they ftill claimed the right of taxing the colonies with-
out their confent, but enacted, ¢ That parliament had,
and of right ought tohave, power to bind the Colo-
niits, in all cafes whatfoever ;” thus ufurping authori-
ty to deprive the Colonifts of liberty and property, and
to hold them in a ftate of abject flavery. By their
claiming this authority, the Colonifts were irritated—
they were provoked even to refentment, and therefore
kepta jealous and fteady eye on the Britifh parlia-
ment ; and their minds were fired, with a full deter-
mination, to repel, with firmnefs, every invafion of
their natural rights.

Not many years elapfed, before parliament made
another attempt to carry into effeét their determina-
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tion, to tax the Americans without their confent,
Accordingly a duty was laid on tea, glafs, paper and
painter’s colours. Though the duties were {mall,
yet it being a tax without their confent, and a branch
of that ufurped power, which parliament claimed, the
Americans were determined never to fubmit to it.
They petitioned, but a deaf ear was turned to their
petitions.  Britain was determined, at all hazards, to
execute the law ihe had enaced ; and the Coloniits
were equally deterinined to repel its execution. This
became the grand point of conteft. This called up all
the powers of the human mind, in both countries,
and on both fides. '

Britain was too haughty to give up her claim to un-
controled authority ; and the Colonifts viewcd their
freedom too dear, to yield it up without a manly con-
teft. Britain was brought to that period, in which
ihe muit have forever given up her claim, or fhe muft
have, by force of arms, compelled her Colonifts to fub-
mit to her imperious domination. Intoxicated with
a belief that her power was invincible, and ignorant
of the valour and perfeverance of thofe, who contend
for that freedom, which they have once enjoyed, the
determined to humble the Colonifts at her feet, and
compel them to fubmit to her own terms.

Accordingly, the inftruments of death were prepar-
ed, an armed rorce fent, and orders given, to carry
into execution her tyrannic determination. A thick
cloud of darknefs overfpread our land. The folemn,
the affecting time had arrived, when we muft have
given up our deareft rights, fubmitted to the will of
an arbitrary and enraged government, which had al-
ready declured her determination ¢ to bind us in all
cafes whatfoever,” or the people, but half armed, un-
difciplined and unaccuftomed to the foldier’s life, muft
have met highly difciplined and well armed veterans.
The ardent love of freedom, which glowed in the
breafts of the Colonifts, the fear of giving up thofe
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rights, with whih their Creator had indued them,
and the painful thought that their pofterity fhould
wear the chains of flavery, made them, in fome meaf-
ure, overlook the embarraflments which lay in their
way. But, believing that their caufe wasjuft, and
trufting in the God of armies, they ventured on the
unequal conteft.

LexiNGTON and its vicinity were the painful wit-
nefles of the commencement of the bloody {cene.
The diftrefling tidings rapidly fpread through our
land, and excited the bittereft refentment. The coun-
try was al in motion, thoufands feized their arms, and
haftened to repel the invading foe. On BunNkEr’s
Hivv, Britain fatally learnt with what a manly cour-
age and firm refolution, thofe will defend themfelves,
who contend for their native rights.

As Britain had declared the Colonies in a {tate of
rebellion, made war with them, and foon after hired
foreign troops and favage tribes to compel them to
fubmit, they felt they were no longer under any obli-
gations to the mother country, and felt that duty call-
ed them to feparate from her fqrever. Accordingly,
on the Fourth of July, 1776, when a thick cloud of
darknefs hung over our land, when we had not. a fin-
gle ally to take our part, the renrefentatweb of the peo-
ple, in Congrefs aflembled, made the public and folemn
declaration, ¢ That thefe TTnited Colonies are, and of
right ought to be, free anu independent States.””  The
Britifh empire then {plit in twain ; and the conteft, on
our part, took a totally different turn. We had pe-
titioned, we had remontftrated, and we had taken up
arms, not to be difmembered from the Britith empire ;
but to have our well-founded grievances redrefled,
and our natural rights confirmed to us. It was by
Britain’s refufing to redrefs our grievances, by mﬁﬁmg
upon a right “tobind usin all cafes whatfoever,” and
by her fending fleets and armies to execute this ufur ed
and unnatural right, which drove us to dlfmcmber
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ourfelves from her. Ourindependence was forced up-
on us, being the refult of the unjuftifiable mecafures
which Britain adopted,

Having declared ourfelves independent and free States,
there remained a great talk to be performed. The
Britifh forces were to be repelled, or our having de-
clared ourfelves independent and free States, inftead
of being a blefling, would have proved a curfe, by mak-
ing our then future condition intolerable. Many a
hard battle was fought, many a hero fell, many a feld
was ftained with human gore ; and the “ battle of the
warrior was with confufed noife, and garments rolled
in blood.” But He, who as eafily can give thc battle
to the weak as to the ftrong, interpoled in our behalf,
was prefent in our councils, raifed up for us a powerful
ally, profpered our arms, and led us on to viftory;
and that power, which had long been devifing plans,
ufed great means, fpent vaft fums, and fent numerous
fleets and powerful armies, to compel our compliance
with her lawlefs demands, was herfelf finally compel-
led to acknowledge our independence, withdraw her
fleets and armies, cede to us a large extent of territory,
and leave us in the full pofleflion of indcpendence and
freedom.

Thus, freed from an invading foe, and from the con-
fufed noife of the warrior, and garments rolled in blood,
plans were to be devifed, meafures adopted, and means
ufed, to fecure te us and to future generations thz great
bleflings of independence and freedom, which had been
obtained by great facrifices of property and blood.
The powers of the old confederation, formed in time
of war, were found to be totally inadequate to effect
this great good. The great body of the people felt
that fomething muft be done, or they would foon lofe
all the great bleflings which were expeéted from na-
tional independence. Reprefentatives from the feveral
States were elected, by whom our prefent happy Con-
ftitution was framed, and which, foon after, was adopt-

B
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ed by the feveral States in the Union. The federat
government became organized, and the happy confe-
quences equalled, if they did not {urpafs, the moft
raifed expectations of its warmeft friends.

We now find ourfelves poflefled of all the great
bleflings, for which we fought, and for which we bled.
And, while we fincerely lament the untimely death of
fo many of our valuable citizens, who fell in battle,
while jecoparding their lives for their country’s good,
we cannot but rcjoice in that revolution which fepara-
ted us from Britain, delivered us from her tyrannic
power, and made us a free and independent nation.

Under the befling of Almighty God, we now enjoy
the greateft fum of civil and religious freedom, and have
the moft plealing profpects betore us, of any nation on
carth. We have no defpot, furrounded with armed
veterans, to {way the fceptre over our backs, and gov-
ern us at bis will—no hercditary offices, nor pompous
vain titles defcending from futher to fon—no arifto-
cratical body claiming the right to legiflate for us with-
out our conicnt.  bBut our rulers zre our brethren,
frequenily clected from amons ouriclves, by the great
body of the people, and as freg juently returning back
to the great muds of cliizens to give place to othprs,
unlei‘ ve-cledted by tlnt DeOpic, Who cailed them for-
ward.  "The chicf Magifirate, in the fhort fpace of four
years, wit lay alide his @ ""-thd ofiice, nor dare to
cliiny it as his, by right, nor venture to exercife the

prefident{bip o mlﬂs d‘.y longer, unlefs the will of
tlh people, renewedly, wender him the fume.  Great
bay-iers Ol up the \Auy, which lcads to uncontrolled
authority.  Qur frecucnt ¢lectiors, cot only declarc us
independent of all oiher nations ; but are the pleafing
and heart-oratifving memorials, tE 't we are 1n the
enjoyment of the full tide of domeftic freedom, guard-
ed againit hereditery rulers and arbitrary governiment.

We are alfo in the full potletlion of Al thofe great
md invaluable rishis, which rcdaie to the worfhip ot
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the great God, thec common parent of ull. \Vhile
almott all the national governments on carth comp]
their fubjects, under pains and penaltics, to be of a par-
ticular denomination, and to vmrﬂup In a4 particuiar
mode ; in our land, every individual may cheofe his
rehglon and worihip his God in what mode he pleafes,
having none to moleft or make him afraid. lle has
nothing to fear fromn the gover nment urder which he
lives, whue he demeans lumiclf a geod citizen, by not
difturbing the peace nor encroaching on the rights of
others. Whatever his reilgious tenets may be, he has
nothing to difturb him in his belict, n“u’cﬁmn 211
practice, but arguments addredled to the raticial pow-
ers of his mind, taken from the great bock of nature,
and the more mﬁm&wc book, the Word of Con,

Why then the outcry by any, thut rcligion is endan-
gered by the prefent adminiftration ¢ Ias the prefent
government been enacting laws, or is tiwre any cvi-
dence, that they are devifing means to deprive thew
conitituents of the rights of conicience, or to awe
them againit openly proteﬂ]nﬂ" and '1dv0c¢.tmfr their re-
ligious ientlmenu; or to deter them from  worihip.
ping God in what mode they pleafe ¢

Among the great mul‘uphuty of religious denomi-
nations, jarring fentiments, varying modes of worthip,
and numberlefs written, as well as oral difputes, do we
find that government mterpoies or concerns itielf in the
leaft, about *hem? Civilofficers are not clothed withtheir
oflicesto regulatereligion, orenactlawsreipectingthe Re-
deemer’s kingdom, which is not of this world, any fur-
ther than to fecure to all the rights of cenicience 5 but
they are called to tiieir oflices or purpales of a w orld-
ly nature, 1o devife means and purfuc muf! res, that
the great lights. civil snd religious, may L perpetuated
to the prefent and future generatiorn.,. forlm' Geiiri
ble is it, that the civil rulers of any pLOI‘m be mici 1, wheo
fear the 1, ord,; walk huinbly with Cod, and pru.ufe
the grear dunc.: of chriitian meeknefs, forbearance and

N
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love 5 for their pious examples might have a2 moft ex-
tenfive and happy influence upon the people.

It may alfo be obferved, that we have the moft pleaf-
ing and flattering profpects before us, refpetting our
future greatncfs as a nation. The extenfivenels of our
territory givesroom for us to become extremely nu-
merous as 2 people.  The mildnefs of our government,
and the well known oppofition of the people to arbi-
trary meafures, and thofc extenfive territories, yet un-
cultivated, while they invite emigrants from old coun-
tries and from under arbitrary governments, fill our
native fons with averfion from feeking other habita-
tions. The profpeét thercfore is, that as we have done,
fo we fhall continue, for 2 long time yet to come, rapid-
ly to increafe in numbers and wecalth. Our remote
fituation from the warlike nations of Europe, ard the
continual diminution of the favage tribes, make it high-
ly probable that we fhall not, for many years, be engag-
ed in a war with a foreign nation. And from a civil
conteft nothing can be gained ; and the great motives
leading to it, do not exift here. A government more
favorable to the freedom of its citizens can hardly be ex-
pected. And whatever a few afpiring minds, who
may thirft for arbitrary and hcreditary power, may
wifh ; yet it cannot be expected that the great body
of the people will foon be willing to exchange their
dignified {ftation of freemen to bc the degraded fub-
jects of a tyrant. |

As we are greatly diftinguithed in civil and re-
ligious privileges, and have agreeable profpeéts before
us, it highly becomes us, that we do not, by rathnefs or
negligence, deprive ourfelves of them ; but that we
purfue fuch meafures as will continue them to our en-
joyment, and hand them down unimpaired to the rif-
ing gencration. And that fuch a great bleflirg may be
their rich and lafting inheritance, feveral things are
needful.

The diffufion of knowledge through all ranks, and
particular attention to the education of the rifing gen-



" d
L ——— ]
eration, may be confidered as means of prime impor-
tance to perpetuate thefe great bleflings.  The enlight-
encd mind will be quick to efpy at a diftance the plans.
which may be maturing, and the caufes, which ma

be gathering ftrength, to rob a people of their dear-
eft rights ; but the ignorant untutored mind beholds
them not, till they are matured and burfting upon him
with irveliftible force. The enlightened man krows
much better what natural rights it is needful for him
to furrcnder, to retuin, in undifturbed enjuoyment, the
greateft portion of civil and religious freedom; but
the ignorant may not know it is needful for him to fur-
render any, and efteem every reftraint a mark of tyran-
ny; or he may be flattered to furrender fo much, as
will faften on him the galling chains of flavery. The
diffufion of knowledge feens far more ncceflary for
public peace and fafet}, in a republican government,
than in a monarchical. In a monarchical government,
the duty of the people is, not to choofe their rulers, but
to fubmit to thofe, who they fiad are in authority
over them. But in a reprefentative republic, every
man has a higher and more flattering part to aét, than
merely to obey. He has directly, or indirectly o voice
in every branch of government.

A well armed and well difciplined militia may be
confidered as another neceflary mean, to retain our in-
dependence as a nation, and our rights as citizens. A
ftanding army, or a well difciplined militia, 1s abfolute-
ly meceflary for a nation to maintain its independence
among the natious of the earth. Without the one, or
the other of thefe, we are liable to be brougliit into a
ftate of fervitude to any warlike nation.

But, in a republic, a large ftanding army, in time of
peace, is imminently dangerous to its liberty, and very
exiftence. The fupport of a ftanding army Is,ina cer-
tain fenfe, independent of the people ; and its interct
is different from that of the citizens. They receive
their fupport directly from the government, and arc
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wholly at its difpofal : and they will naturally be hear-
tily attached to that government, from which they re-
ceive their wages, though that government may
change its form. Tyrannical governments have almofk
invariably been fupported by ftanding armies. Citi-
zens, who have been the fubjects of arbitrary power,
have known they were unjuitly deprived of their
rights, have thirfted to regain them ; but durft not af-
fert them, nor make a fingle attempt to regain them,
through the dread of an armed force. Should the
time come, when, in time of peace, a large ftanding
army fhall exift in thefe States, when no attention fhall
be paid to keep thc miliua armed and difciplined, it
will then be eafy for a government, thirfting tor inde-
pendent, abfolute power, to call the army around
them, declare themielves independent of the people,
and bid defiance to the citizens.  Then will our free-
dom be at an end—then fhall we no longer affemble to
ele® our rulers; but we fhall find men, who will rule
us without our confent, and control us at their pleaf-
urc ; and every returning lourth of Fuly, inftead of be-
ing a day of joy and gladneis, will bring to our pain-
ful remembrance the rich blefling we have loft; and
we fhall be compelled to part with our property to fup-
port an armed band, who will be inftruimnents, in the
hand of government, to beat us back from our native
rights, and hold us in lafting bondage. Let the mili-
tia be well difciplined and well armed, that, from a-
mong them men may be called forth to meet and repel
every invading foe, and the natural inftruments of ar-
bitrary government be fcund uielefs in your land.

In this connexion, the mulitia prefent, who appear
under arms, in honor of the day, will, perhaps, expeét
an addrefs. |

Fellow Citizens, We lament that human depravity,
which 1is the caufe of oppreflion and war, which influ-
ences man to difturb the peace and encroach on the
rights of his fcllow man, ai:d which parades men in
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military array, and arms them with the weapons of
death. But as this depravity exifts, wherever man ex-
ifts in our world, fo the inftruments of {clf-defence
and the weapons of death have become needful. Na.
tions encroach on the rights of nations; and hence
it has become abfolutely neceflary, that nations fthould
poflefs the means, and ftand preparcd to repel foreign
aggreflion. But who can be more fuitable, or feel
greater motives to repel aggreflions, than the armed
citizens { They have their wives, their children, their
parents, their territorial pofleflions, their great civil
rights as freemen, and the honor, dignity, and inde-
pendence of their dear country, as all-weighty motives
to infpire them with manly courage and intrepid refo-
lation.

You, oflicers and {oldiers, are not an armed band,
whofe intereft is, in any fenfe, oppofite to, or inconfift-
ent with, that of the great mais of the pcople; but
you are fellow citizens with your brethren ; and your
country’s caufe is your cauic, your country’s ylory is your
slory, and your country’s freedsm and indcpendence are
your freedom and independence.  Toa weil difciplined
militia throughout thefe States, of which you arc a
part, we look as the needful inftruments in the hand
ot God, for the continued fupport and manly protec-
tion of thofc great and invaluable rights which we
now enjoy, and which have been obtained by grecat
facrifices of property and bloud.

And. as you are not merc foidiers, but citizens, and
your intereft one with your country’s, we cannot be-
lieve thofe inftruments of death, which now hang by
your fides, or thofe arms, which you now hold in your
hands, will ever be employed by you, for the vile
purpofe of introducing arbitrary power, or fubverting
that freedom, which you and your fellow citizens now
enjoy ; but, in the defence of a reprefentative republic,
and in the fupport of the frecdom, independence, and
riling glory of your country, we truft you will, if call-
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ed thereto, manfully employ them. Fixing in your
minds that you are citizens, under a government the
moft favorable to freedom on earth, feeling that you
are now in the pofleflion of the moft invaluable rights
and privileges, that your country’s intereft and yours
are one, and fecling that a well difciplined militia is.
our beft and fafeft defence, you will maturally afpire

to be "expert in the military art. Imprefled with the

importance of your ftation, oflicers will ‘inftrué, fol-
diers will obey, and you will bc an honor to your
country. |

- Cafting my eye around upon this numerous audi-
énce, I neceflarily behold many, who were aétive in
the great feencs, which prepared the way for our pref-
ent independence as a nation, and for the enjoyment
of the great rights, civitand religious, which we now
poffefs. Your thoughts naturally glide back to thofe
trying times, when the caufe of America hung in pain-
ful fufpenfe. You well recolle¢t thofe many clouds,
which, with dark and threatening afpelt, {pread
over our land. You can better tell, than I relate,

what facrifices of property, vou voluntarily made,

what wearifome days and nights, and months and

years, you endured—how often called to feize your
arms, leave your homes, and haften to meet an invad-
ing foe—what troubled thoughts poflefled your minds,
—what your feelings when engaged in battle, when
hearing the confufcd noife of the warrior, and {ceing
garments rolled in blood. Théfe were painful times ;
and like thefe the price of our prefent independence

S — S — . o,

and glory. But thele fcencs are paft; and you now

enjoy .the pleafing fruits of your labors and teils and
fufferings. Your country now poflefles that "ndepen-

dence, and thofe rights, ¢ivil and religious, for which

you fought and bled. To you, therefore, this day

muft be a day of joy and gladnefs ; and your joy may
properly be the joy of thofe who have obtained the

prize. Your heart’s defire is, that thefe great bleflings



17

————e

may defcend to generations yet unborn. And you
now have the pleafing profpe&t, that when you fhall
be laid in the duft, you will leave your pofterity, not
the opprefled fubjets of a tyrant, but citizens of a rep-
refentative republic, and in the enjoyment of a great.
er fum of civil and religious liberty, than is enjoyed in
any other nation.

Would we perpetuatc the great bleflings which we
now enjoy, it is needful that a watchtul eye thould be
fixed on our rulers. By this I dc not mean, that any
one ought to have a determination, or a fingle wifh,
to find blame where blame does not exift; and far
lefs do I mean that {pirit of mifreprefentation, calumny,
and bafe detraction, which, under the prefent and tor
mer adminiftrations, fpread through our land, and
which cannot be too feverely condemned. But I mean
a difpofition narrowly to infpect the conduct of our
rulers, to difcover whether they go beyond the confti-
tutional boundaries, with which the people have lim-
ited their authority. Our rulers are not brought for.
ward for the fake of filling oflices of honor an§ emol-
ument, and . to grafp that power by which the liber-
ties of the people may be endangered; but to devife
thofe means, adopt thofe plans, and purfue thofc meaf-
ures which fhall be ftrictly conftitutional, and by
which the great bleflings of national independence
and civil rights may be perpetuated. They may not,
in any inftance, becaufc they may think the good of
the country requires it, lcap the boundaries of the con-
ftitution. To take this liberty, in a fingle inftance, is
the direct road to arbitrary power, and prepares the
way for the throne to be crecred, and a tyrant placed
thereon. Government is abiolutely necelary for the
well being of focicty, Without it, we have no fafe-
guard, befides our own fecble, individual ftrength, to
protect thole rights, with which our Creator has indued
us.  But neceffary as government is, it naturally tends

C
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to increafe in power, till it arrives to abfolute defpot-
ifm : and arrive there it will, unlefs counteracted.
Whatever power it grafps, it holds firm, and reach-
es forward for more. Thofe, therefore, who wifh to
perpetuate their freedom, will keep a watchful, but,
at the fame time, a candid eye, upon their government.

Let us alfo guard againft a {pirit of divifion and an-
gry contention. We are aflured, from the higheft au-
thority, that ¢ the beginning of firife is as when one
letteth out water,” and ¢ a kingdom divided againft
itfelf cannot ftand.” ‘That a {pirit of divifion and an-
gry difpute has exifted, and does now exift, refpeting
the meafurcs which our government has purfued, and
does now purfue, is but too well known ; and that
many irritating obfervations, having no foundation in
truth, have been made, calculated to imbitter the
minds of parties; that the former adminiftration,
and men then in office had things laid to their charge,
which they did by no means deferve ; and that the
prefent adminiftration is treated with equal afperity
and groundlefs cenfure, perhaps no calm, refle¢ting
mind will deny. In afree, reprefentative government,
it is to be expedted, that the people will be more or lefs
divided in the choice of their rulers, and refpecting the
meafures which government may adopt. And it is
matter of great importance, that oppofing fentiments,
which relate to our deareft rights, fhould be difcufled
with difpaflionate minds, and calin debate. Angry
paflions, reproachful words, and bafe fuggeftions give
no light, carry no conviction, but provoke a retalia-
tion, and fcatter, thick around the feeds of anarchy
and war. It is a great unhappinefs, and a mark of
decp depravity, that the human mind is {o abundant-

pronc to magnify the real, or fuppofed errors, black-
en the charaers, calumniate the meafures, and rejoice
at the miftakes of ar oppofite party. While we would
encourage an open, decent, calm, and manly difcuflion

of public men and meafures, as neccflary to enlighten
\
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our minds, and make us watchful and guardful of our
deareft rights, let us avoid, and loak with abhorrence
on angry difpute and vile calumny, as pregnant with
deftrution to our freedom and independence.

You will permit me to add ; If we would tranfmit
the great bleflings of freedom and independence to the
rifing generation, or continue to enjoy them ourfelves,
it is abfolutely neceflary, that we have the Lord of
hofts on our fide. In times of national diftrefs, when
heavy judgments are prefling us down, we feel our
weaknefs, and the need of his fupporting, and all-pro-
tecting hand ; but, in times of profperity, we are apt
to be unmindful of our dependence on the God of
mercies. In vain, however, are prefent profpects, and
in vain are human wif{dom, human meafures, and hu-
man forces, without the protection of Ifrael’s God.
He lifteth up and cafteth down, as well nations as in-
dividuals, at his pleafure ; and none can deliver out
of his hand, or refift his power. His handis to be ac-
knowledged in ali the bleflings we enjoy, and in all
the agreeable and flattering profpeéts before us.  « For
every good gift, and every perfet gift, is from above,
and cometh down from the father of lights.” His
holy protetion is promifed to thofe, who maintain
his fear upon their minds, and live in obedience o
his holy word. Should we, therefore, as a people, ac-
knowledge Him in all our ways, lead thofe peaccable
lives, by praftifing righteoufnefs and truth, which he
enjoins upon us, we may fondly hope that he will con-
tinue to us our invaluable rights, and do us good for
a long time to come. But if we renounce him,
he will renounce us ; and the inftruments of his ven-
geance and meflengers of his wrath ftand thick on cv-
ery fide, and lie near every hand. With the utinoft
eafe, to punifh us for our wickednefs, he can raife up
and fend an armed force from the ends of the earth,
and caufe us to fall an eafy prey; or he can ufe the
favages of the wildernefs or any of the neighbering
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provinces as a fcourge, and caufe us to fall by thouf-
ands ; or he <an can fend a fpirit of infatuation upon
rulers and people, and all the horrors of civil war
fhall be the immediate and awful confequence. Nu-
merous are the means which he can make effe¢tual to
the degradation and ruin of a corrupt people. Let
us not, therefore, glory in ourlelves, nor truit in our
own hearts, nor lean to our own underftandings ; but
acknowledge our dependence on the fupreme Ruler of
nations and God of armiecs, before whom all nations of
the earth are as a drop of the bucket and duit of the
balance ; for, ¢ blefled 1is that people, whofe God is
the Lord.”

FINLS,



