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TO THE READER.

T HE Reader of the following Addrefs to a nume
ber of refpeQable Citizens of Gloucefter County, in ’
the year 17 94)is requefted to vieiy it with indulggnc}e,
as a well intended effort to eftablifh there, a pratice .
recommended by the Author, of requiring, from one
or more of the company, when met to celebrate the
4th of July, an Oration or Addrefs, adai:ted to the
occafion:—=The example was fet by himjat the defire
of a friend, and the company requefted that the Ad-
drefs fhould be printed$ but as the Author had not
leifure to copy it, and till now, never was in a fitue
ation to examine proof fheets from the hafty and
rou 3h originaly it never hasbeea publifhed ; and pro-
bablysnever would have been, had not a promife been
made to his friends, that whenever in his power, he
would furnifh them with printed copies of it.

TrE expreflions refpe@ing the French, were at .
that day, in the opinion of a great part of the worl;!,
applicable to that % wonderful nation."
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ORATION.
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| THIB DAY, ocught to be held in grateful

rememberance throughout the world It fhould be
forever peculiarly dear to every citizen of the Uni."y
ted Stztes; and muft be remesmbered with the higheft
exultation, and patriotic emotions of joy, by fuch
- of them, as have had any (hare in the glorious ex.
ertions, which grave birth to their Liberties, and fe-
cured that Independence, to whichy on this Day in
the year 1776, our Dielegates in Congvefs afleinbled,
declared that the united Colonies were intitled.

"Tuis Day I truft will be had in everlafting re-
membrance by the nations of the earth; «1d will be-
handed down from generation to generationy as a.
day worthy to be remembered by every enlightened
nation under Heaven; whetiier emancipated from
Slavery, or held in Bonlage by the power of Kings;

for they will remember that the Declaration of Conw

grefs which was announced to the world ‘as on this
Day, broke the chains of Britifh defpotifm, by which
the thirteen Colonies of America were held bound ;
and gave birth to their civil und religious Liberty ;
and to the propagation of the divine do&rine of the
Rights of Man—a do&rine which haz gained profe-
lytes wherever taught, and has been received with
enthufia{n by vhe French nation, a nation of Philos
fophers and Heroes ! a People who feen: prepared by

/
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H¥aven todeliver Mankind from the iron hand »f
oppreflion ! Their gallant atchievements againft the
. well trained veteran troops, of the confederated
Tyrants of, Europe, leagued together to re-eftablithe
defpotifm in France, wili be told to the free Citizena
of the remoteft pofterity with rapturous joy ; and be
liftened to with admiration and applau% It will
then be told, that France caught the heavenly flame
of Liberty from thefe United States: and that the
ambition of their heroes, was, to rival ourg.~aNa.
tioms which may paidibly long groan under the yoke
of.defpotifm, will hear of the wonders produced by
Liberty and Independence, which were claimed by
the United States on this day ; they will wasch the
returp of this memorable Day~they will count the
years of our Independence—they will turn their at-
teation to the =ra of the French Republic : they will,
fhould no more be permitted, afk, and be told in
whifpers, the traditionary tale of the virtuous strug-
gles of America and France; and will hear inftances
‘of heroilm, which will warm their hearts, and roufe
them to emulate fuch glorious deeds=they will figh
over the long ftary of oppreffiens like their own :
they will at length know enough of the hiftory of op- -
prefled nitions, and of their overthrow of Tyrants,
to follow ¢heir virtuous- éxample, and refolvingy to
be free, will never reft till thay {ecure to themfelves
and their poflerity, the .bleflings of a free govern.
ment; and once poffefled af that government, they
will venerate and blefs the republics of Americaand
France, and celebratethis day, as well as the anni.
verfary of their ownyIndependence. 'With how much
joy ought we then to behold she return of this aufpi-
cious day? We who remamber the oppreflion under
" which we labored ; againft which we petitioned, and
remonfirated in vain; againft whicli at length we
.took up arms, imploring Heaven for that aflifance,
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which we humbly theught, relying on the juftice of
dur caule, we migh: hope to receive—we, who can:
never forget, that Heaven heard our prayers, infpir-
€d us with courage to refift, and fometimes even
miraculoufly furnifhed us with the means of refift-
ance ; gave us Wathington for our leader, and
France in due fealon, as an ally——we, who remems
ber that we beheld with compofure the evils intended
for us by our enemies, and faw them without an in.
fultinz exultation, fall on their own heads—we, who
faw thebeginning of the war without defpondence,and
the end without infolence ; we who know from what'
oppréflion of government we have efcaped, and what-
Liberty we now enjoy; we, who have feen the wosld
enlightened by our doltrines, and animated by our
example, {o as to leave no doubt, that Tyranny will.
be extirpated from the earth, and Liberty and Equa.
lity be eftablithed in its place; whilft peace and free
commerce fhall unite the nations of the world in-
bonds of mutual intereft and fraterna! affeion.

Rejoicing at our happy efcape from Slavery, and
full of gratitude that we enjoy the bleflings ot Free-
~ dom, exulting in the idea of the ineftimable benefits
derived to mankind from our example, how much
reafon have we to be glad with exceeding great joy,
when we celebrate this glorious day, which gave birth
to that efcape; to this liberty, ami' to the enchanting
pro(pe&, of the future Freedom and Happinefs of
mankind.

But as {ome may hear me, who perhaps have not
been fufficiently infermed refpe&ing the oppreflion
under which we labored; the ftruggles, the ardunus
firuggles we made, and the dangers we encountered,
%o get rid of that oppreflion—wand perhaps, may not.
feey fo clearly, as un' American Uitizen ought; in-
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. what confifts the excelience of a free government ;
~ I will, before I fay any thing more refpe@ing the
propriety of rejoicing un this Day, take the liberty
_ of defcribing, in as few words as my prefent under-
taking will permit; the oppreflion under which we
groaned; and the means by which we extricated
ourfelves from that oppreflion ; and then will fhew,
~ that all the dangers to which we were expofed, and
all the loffes we fultained, were juftly defpifed, as
Jiot to be put into competition with the glorious
profpe@ of fecuring to ourfelves, and to pofterity,
the bleilings of Liberty.

As to the oporeflion under which we laboured, it
was by many, not improperly, comp::ed to that un«
- der which the Ifruelites grcaned—-their Egyptian
tatk-mafters were not more unreafcnable than our
- Britith mafters—for they, only required in addition
to their {vvere tafks, that the Ifraelites, fhould not
be furnifthed with ftraw wi'h which they made their*
bricks, but that they thould themfelves colle it. and
yet {hould be called on for the fame quantityof bricks,
a3 when the ftraw had heen delivered to them ; but
our mafters, not only, as I may fay., required of us
an additional number of bricks, but at the farae tinne
cut off from ugs the means of pracuring ftraw to make
them. For they laid heavy additional duties on cer-
tain articles imported by us, payable in fterling mo-
ney alone, and at the {ame time carefully prevented
our importing {pecie, from Spain and other countries,
and even from Britain.

Be{ides thefe duties, we were nblized to pay a tax
on our lands, called quit-rent, in fterling money, pay-
able to the king ; this however was received in to-
bacco, at a low rate, and paid as an acknowledge-
mient thit we held ourlands of, or under him as pro.
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~ prietor of the foil. Indeed he feemed to be proprie-

tor niot only of our lands ard of ocur other property,
but of our ptrions, and even of our confciences—as
the firl! was abfolutely claimed by him and his par-
liament in fundry a&s; tue fecond demanded for
him, by the officers of his army and navy imprefling

"our citizens into his fleets and armies, after he had

- wantonly plunged us into a war with the Frenchor
~other powers of Europe : and as to the.claim to our

con'ciences, he held it as fupreme head of the

Church of England, here eftatlifhed, and exerted
~ this his royal prerogative in tins ftate. according to

his royal will and plealure—=Sometimes moft graci-
ovfly permitting Diffenters as they were called, to
preach the gofpel, on receiving licenfes from his

"~ Governor and louncil ; at other times giving his

fandien to laws, for abfolutely prohibiting any
other than the orthodox Miniflers of his Church,
from even expounding the Church Catechifm; ex-
cluding all perfons f-om any nedi in his government,
who would not take. and fubi ribe the tefl, and com-
pelling again{t their coniciences, all ‘D:ffenters to
pay towards the fupport of tle Clergy and Church

~of England.

In the mean time, as aver{e as we were to war. to
fhew our patriotifm and layalty, we voted by our

© Burgefles, as our Reprefentatives were called, large

fums to carry on his wars; and freely fhed our blond

“to fupport the credit of the Britifh apms— By the aid

of thele ftates, then called colunies, the Britifh 2rmy
took the Havanah from the Spaniards, and Canada
from the French, in the war of 1756 and a Britith
fleet, aided by the People of I\cw-Enqland alone.

" took Lovifbourg from the French in the prcced,ng

war—and althongh the Britith government had ace
knowledged the fervices of the Jelones, and had
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sonfelfedthat they, atlealt fome of them, had con-
tributed beyond their abilities, and twenty thoufand
pounds were atually {ent to Governor Dinwiddie, to
reimburfe Virginia che fum the had expended in thg
early part of the war of 2756, beyond her proportion
of itsexpenfes; yet this very Colony with every o-
ther, was feveral years after the war, called on ta
repay the Motber Lountry the heavy expenfes fhe had*
incurred in defending and fupporting them (“as the
termed it ) in that war-—and the tamp a@t was pafled
with a view to raife a permanent revenue in the Co-
Yonies for this exprels purpofe—~We were by this aét:
to be taxed, withrut our confent, by the King,
Lords and, Commons of Britain ; to relieve theirown -
wants, to lighten their burthens, to defray the ex-
penfes of their wars, in which we had nn interelt,
and in which, though fuccefsful by our affiftance and -
exertions, I have feen inftances in which we were -
treated with contempt, if we were difpefed to boalt
of a (hare in their imaginary glory —and we were al-
wavs defpifed as dependent Colonifts: fuppofed fit
only todrudge for the benefit of the Motber Gountry.
The famous adl, jult mentioned, fhewed what we-
had to expe@® from the Britith Parliament, if per.
mitted to tax us—for, it was calculated to enforce its
own execution; [as the ftamped papers on which the
duty was payable were neceflary to marriages, and’
contralls of all kinds; to transfers of all property;.
to every kind of legul procefs in our courts, 2nd even
to “he reading of newlpapers and almanacks] and yet
fuch fums were required for all the various fpecies of
ftamped papers, that all the money in the colonies
was not fufficient to pay for the proceedings in- the
courts of Law and Admiralty alone—So that it was
fron difcovered, th: t this a&, would not. only have
fwept away all the fpecie of the Colonifts; but note
withftanding every fhilling they had might-bavecbyen
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. pid, tﬁ%mpﬂhée with it, that it would have Je-
prived them of the means of performing a variety of
“hulinefs, snd fome of it neceffary to their comtort,
and happinefs. and to the good order of fociety, for
want of theftamps requifite for the legal perforinance
thereof: and shat:it wosld ettablitha precedent for
‘the Parliament to -tax the cplonies at pleafure, and
to declare upon what cemditions they might buy er
4%l ; make  contra@e; -bring fuits in their courts,
marry or even read !  To a condition thus wretghed
. and humiliatingly flavifh, was this alt calculated to
reduce us! It was thereforealmoft univerfilly deteft-
ed & oppofed ; and in confequence of an affociation of
- the colenies not to deal with Gweat Britain, it was
repealed. This a@ appeared to ws the more unrea.
fonable and cruel; as eur #ffemblies had been accuf-
tomed- to grant freely the fums which the governers
~ftated to them as neceflary for the. fervice of 'thé King
or of the colony, and had peacebly fubmitted toaéts
..of Parliament regulating the commerce of ‘the colo-
nies; " althovgh this regulation was-truly oppreflive
aad in fome ihltances {feemed caleulated for no other
end but to opprefs us! B

. Independent of thicie mortifying circumftsnces of
infult and Oppreflion~~The very governnient, even
.had it given no caufe of difcontent by ar: abufe of pow.
«er, was enough to excite uneafinefs in every breaft
which had any feeling—— For the King appointed all
officers civil and military amonglt. us, although it
-was impeflible from the vaft remoteress of our fitua.
ttion from his refidence, that he fhould be acquainted
with the chaa@ers of the perfons properly qualified
to fill fuch offices as might becon:e vacant—Hence,
the fawning, flattering and intriguing «f Courtiers,

ve us Governors and Clouncillors, and thefe were .
:osand by the Tang's in. udtions, which they wzae
!




fworn to ohferve, and keep fecret;  and yet they
were Judoes in all cafes, as well ecclefiattical as ci-
vil : and the Council formed an Upper Houtg of our
nflembly, a compleat branch of the Legiflature re-
fembling as nearly as Britifh piide would permit, the
Houfe of Lords; having like them, a right of ori.
ginating bills. (except moncy bills ) amending or re-
je@ing them, enjoying feveral privileges, and fecur-
ed againft infules by an a@t of Aflembly—and though
not hereditary, yet the office was generally by the
royal favor handed down in rich families of approved
royalty, from Father to Son.in a regular fucceffion
for more than one hundred years uninterrupted, ex-
cept by fome accident, or. by non.age, or the too.
youthful age of the heir apparert of the deceafed
Councillor. And to fecure compleatly the obedience
of the Coancil to the royal will and inftruétion. they
were removeable at the pleafure of the King, and
might alfo be fufpended by the governor, who might
alfo be removed by the Kings command-—and he too
had a negative on our laws; andexercifecd the royal
prerogative of convening, proroguing and diffolving
the Affemblies—eand this power was fometimes ex-
ercifed as the governor thouzht would beft accerd
With the caprice of his mafter at one time, or his
refentment and malice at another. But this was
not all, the King him{tlf exercifed an arbitrary con-
troul over the adts of our Legiflatures, as if to guard
againft a cale in which his Council and Governor
might have been prevailed on to pals laws in faver
of the opprefled Colonv ; and this control was exert.
ed fometimes at the inftization of a company of mer.
chants, and fometimes even of an individual—Our
Council or Governor frequently refufed to pafs laws,
unle(s they cantained a claufe {ufpending their ope.
ration till the King’s aflzat could be obtained, which
fometunes could not be had till the law might be ufe.
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lefs or even mifchievou .= What {ituation then could
be mare wretchedly dependent and flavith than ours 2
We were permitted to have a government it is true
in fome meafure refemb.ing the Britith, which how.
ever was infinitely bette * than ours—=For the people
of Britain had depofed tiwir Kings when they pleaf.
ed, and had changed thei: fucceflion—they had abo-
lithed monarchy, eftablihed republicamfm in its
ftead, and had again put aide this ‘latter {pecies of:
government and refumed ‘he former, and claim a
right to change their goveriment acit fhall feem beft
to the Majesty of the People -=but we were not per-
mitted to depofe a Governor or Councillor, or even
to cemplain of the abuie of tithere=The People of
Britain, though unequally reprefented, were not
more fo than we fhould have been, had the King’s
pleafure been indulged ; for, a'l our new counties
were to be unreprefentediw<The Britith had a para
liamentary right to an eledtion ance in feven years
but we had no certain claim to el:&ions, and enjoy-
ed them by the favor of the King’s Governor’s alone.
It is true, we flattered ourfelves that we enjoyed the
Britith right to feptennial eleftions~and ele&ions
were for many years nearly within that period, as
they were granted to us on the death of a king, or’
of a governer, or on the removal of a governor, in
all of which cafes writs iffued from the governor or
the prefident of the council for 3 new ele@ion of bur«
gefles——indeed the frequent diffolutions of our affem.
blies which followed the death of George the 2d. oc-
cafioned fo many new eleitions that they were not
diftinguithed by many of our countrymen from thofe
which proceeded from the refignation of governor
Dinwiddie, and the deaths of Fauquier and Lord
Botetourt, and therefore led many to fuppofe, that
we always had enjoyed at leafl feptennial ele&tions;
till the late Richard gaud, one of the members of
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our firft delegation to Congrefs, publifhed a pamphlet,
in which amongtft other grievances he ftated this, and
proved its exiftence from the records of our Affem-
blics; fhewing that we were once nine years without
an ele&ion of burgefles..

- The Britifh if opprefled by their Parliament, could
‘petition and remonftrate fo as to be heard; and {o as
toawaken either the compaflion or fears of their re-
prefentatives, and executive: but we, with the At-
lantic ocean between us, when opprefled and infulted
by that Parliament, wherein we were not reprefent-
ed, could neither excite pity or any idea of inconve.
nience to that omnipotent body, and the ali fufficient
nation it governed. We had the mortification of
feeing our petitions received with indifference, and
our remonftrances treated with contempt; and of
knowing that this was the natural confequence of
that oppreflion againft which we complained. For
oy loading the colonies with taxes, the Parliament
hoped to dimini(h in time, that of their confhtuents;
and by infulting and deprefling Colonifts which was
gratetul to Britith pride, they thought they aggran-
dized their country, and fecured the dependence of
their Coloniez,

It was not enough for the infatiable ambition and
pride of Britain, that her Colonies were reftrained,
by every poflible means, from injuring her, by their
legiflative alts; that they were {atisfied with the fmall
fhare of PBritifh freedom which they retained, imper-
fe& as that boaited freedom was——thst they even
gloried in promoting her intereft, as if fhe really
were the affe@ionate indulgent parent of them allem
not enough that her merchants received the produce
of the Coloniftz ou the moft advantageous terms, and
1cut there their merchandize in return on their own




18

conditions—it was not enough that we imported
from them the who!e of the furniture of our houfes
our carriages; our wearing apparel; implements of
hufbandry; even f{cythe handles; almoft all the
cheefe, and mait liquors which they could fpare; and
in fhort, that we took of themalmoft every article
of their manufadtures which they had for exportati.
on: no, all this was notencughs Britain was (o un-
generous as to oblige us to take from her alone, feve.
ral articles which her cold climate could not proe
duce—and was fo jealous of the few manufa&ures
which we then had, and was determined that we
fhould be reftrained from manufaQuring at all, that
the famous Pitt one of the moft liberal of her fRtatefe
men, and one {uppofed to be a good friend to Ame.
rica, declared in Parliament that he would never
- confent ¢ that the Colonies fhould manufa@ure a
fingle hob-nail;” and indeed although our country
atounded in iron, we had beea, and then were pro-
hibited, by an a&l of Parhiament from ereing Qlitting
mills, or machines for facilitating the manufa&ture
of nails—and although our country abounded alfc
in furrs, and particularly in that of the Beaver, the
moft excellent in the compofition of hats, we were
reftrained from making hat. for exportation even to
3 fifter colony.

. Our fituation was fo mortifying, and our condition
fo degraded, that it is evident, to me at leaft, that
cur °‘PP"°W0"5 thought, notwithftanding our fincere
and f{olemn deelarations to the contrary, that we
muft bave confidered it as intolerable: and that
therefore, we muft have refolved to fhake off their
Yoke, as {ron as we could—they refolved therefore
to put our difpofition as to Independence to the teft;
and to make a bold experiment of our patience, loyals-
ty, and attachment to the Mother country—if thefe
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exceeded our love of Liberty, then the precedent
which our oppreflors wifhed for, was to be aftablifh.
ed; and if we, feeing no hope of relief from oppref-
fion, but in open refiltence; fhonld refift, they faw,
(it wae thought) a good excufe to call us rebels; and
an eafly and effeftual methoel of reducing us to fub-
miflion, and of putting it out of our power, to rival
their commevce, or to refiff their a@ls of Parliament.
‘I'he - Britifh government therefore, took care to re-
vive the difcontent amongft us, which had fubfided
on the repeal of the ftamp a&, by enafting other
laws equally oppreflive. Indeed the a&, known by
the title of the Ieclaratory a& (by which it wasde-
clared, in d're@ oppofition to the folemn refolutions
of all the A-Temblies, ¢ that the Parliament had. and
¢ of right ought to have, pawer to bind the Colonies
« % in all cales whatfoever,””) which was pafled foon
after the re'seal of the Stamp a&, wwas of itfelf fuffi.
cient to haveexcited ymiver(al difcontent,amongitthe
Colonies as in one comprehenfive claufe of a Britith
a& of Parliament, they were declared to be totally
dependent on the will of Britifh Parliament; ia
fhort, to beas aije® flaves as words could deferibe
The Colonies however were {o pleafed with the
repeal of the fltamp a&, and fo difpofed to be up-
on good terms with the parent country, that they

were willing to 'ook upon this infulting tyraumical
~ad, as a mere Jalvo of Parliawsentary honor for re.
pealing the flamp a@—and fondly hoped that the
pride of the Br'tifh nation would be fatisfied with it; .
ani that the wifdom and compraercial intereft of that
nation wold never confent to-make any other ule of
it-=Goveinment therefore to carry into effeftits {yf-
tem of oppreflion, was determined to roufe the re-
feutment of thz Colonies, and as Mr. Burke exprefl.
ed ity ever \ to goad them into resistaice’ ——and this,
they Fappil; effe@ed—mfor, two years aftér the repeal
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of the ftamp a&, the Parliament finding that the Co.
lotties had univerfally agreed to acquiefce in their
regulations of commerce, but had at the fame time
protefted againft taxation by the Parliament: diftin-
guifhing in a pointed manner between external and
internal taxation, faying that there was a wide differ-
ence between paying a duty in Britain on the articles
they might choofe to import, and being compelled to
pay it in America, where they had not the money re-
quired by law for fuch duty——and that too required on
articles forced upon the Colonies, which they were
not permitted to procure from any other country,
and which too muft come to them loaded with the
high price which Britifh taxes obliged Britith manu-
faGurers and merchants to lay on thofe articles.—It'
was hard enough faid they, to be reduced to the ne.
ceffity of purchafing many neceffaries in Britain on
which were laid the fums neceffary to lighten the
burthens of taxes laid there on the manufaQurers and
merchants; but it would be an intolerable opprefiion
after doing this to be called on here for further du-
ties, and cthofe too payable in fpecie {nay fome of

them in fterling money,) which we had not, and which
with care was kept from vs. I fay at this time and
in this fituation of the American mind, the Parlia.
ment paffed an aét laying a duty on Tea, Paper,
Paint and Glafs, payable in America, attended with
fuch circum{tances in the a@ and the bold mezafisres
taken to enforce its execution as prove incontefiibly
that not revenue but a precedent for raifing it ad
Libitum, was the great objeét of government: and
that to excite difcontent and refiftance, in America,
was deemed of more confequence to the power of the
King and Parliament, than a peaceably colle@ed re-
venue ; unlefs it could be a revenue of fuch an amount
as could fatiate the greedy appetite of a corrupt and -
extravagant government, loaded with a debt of about

14
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150 millions of pounds fterling ; or the right of levy.
ing and colle@ing it at the pleafure of the Parliament
were acknowledged and a difpefition to acquiefce in
fuch a&s thewn by the ‘‘nlonies—If this were not
the cafe, why was it infifted on by the Parliament
that we fhould pay three pence per pound on teas in
America, when all America had declared no fuch
duty thould be paid, inftead of twelve pence, which
we had cheerfully paid in England?  If revenue were
the real objet of the tea adt, it ought to have added
to the duties payable on tea in Britain on exportation
to the celonies, and not to have taken off nine pence
per pound from the twelve hitherto paid there, re-
guirin only three paid in America—this was giving
up nine pence on everv pound f tea which ever could
have been exported to the coloni=s to try the power of
Parliament to colle@t three pence in Ame ‘ica.

I know that it might have been faid that this was
but a peaceable and juftifiable firatagem to enfnare
the avaricious, & draw them into compliance with the
a@—-as they would get their tea nine pence per pounc
rheaper—and that povernment meant to ufe proper-
ly the precedent when once eftablifhed, and were
incapable of abufing it—<but the Britith minifter at
that time knew too well the uilcernment and virtue
i the Colonifts to fuppofe they could be the dupes
of fo fhallow an 4rtifice, and had too lately experie
enced ti--'r inviucible averfion to an internal tax laid
on them by the Parliament, to believe that they
would {ubmit to the aét laying the duty on tea howe

ever gloffrd over, and therefore the plans for enforc-
ing obedience were laid,

A new board of Cuftem Houfle officers had Leen
created, and eftablithed at Bofton—and now fhips
of war and troops were {ent over to fupport them in
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the execution of their office; and they who would
embrue their hands in the blnod of thofe who fhould
refift the laws, were to be in fa@ indemnified—tor
they were by ar a&t of Parliament to be fent if the
governor of the colony thought it convenient to ano-
ther Celony, crto Britain to be tried, and every {lep
was taken by the Governor's officers and other tools
of Government which could provoke the Colonifts,
and urge them to violence. Indeed one might fuf-
pe& that the repeal of the ftamp, followed by the
declaratery aQ—the tea a&k as we called it, fucceed-
ed by a&s of Parliament or proceedings of the Mini-
fter and Governors which at one time threatened, at
another coaxed the Colonifts, were fo many manceu-
vres, like military firatagems, to draw us into the
ftrong deep laid ambufcade. This fufpicion might
be fupparted too by the confideration that the enor-
mous debt of the Britith nation, added to its excef-
five ambition and pride, prompted Government to
make the experiment of fubjugating the Colonies as
the only means in its power of extinguithing the fore
mer, and of fully gratifying the latter—Or the ftamp
a& would have been introduced in the lenient manner
{fugggefted by Sir W.lliam Keith, the perfon whe
in 1728 pointed out to George ad. the means of
halding the Colonies in (ubjeélian, and yet of raifing
a revenue in them. Sir Robert Walpole who was
faid to be well fkilled in politics and in the know-
ledge of the human heart, thoroughly convinced
of the advantages refulting t)> Britain from ber
conneftion with her Colonies, refufed to make the
experiment propofed by Sir William, faying let fome
hardier minifter undertake it, that he would not burn
his fiugers with it.

But the time would f3il me fhould I attempt to
- gelate the {eries of oppreflive alls pafled by the Brie-
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tifh Parliament; and te adduce proofs of a fyftematic -
delign of enflaving the Colories—I will only refer
for proef of this to the refolutious of Congrefs,: the
Declaration of Independence, and to Mr.d]eﬂ‘erfon’a ‘
pamphlet on this fubje®-m=We have indeed abundant
reafon to rejoice, that we were fo happily delivered
from the tyranny. of the, Britith Government, and ex-
tricated from the enfnaring devices which were ufed
to attach {omne to it, and to deter others from vene
turing to exprefs even a difapprobation of its mea.
fures. - Seats in Parliament where America mightbe
reprefented were held out as a bait to fome becaufe
we had declared that taxation and reprefentation
were infeparable-—and when we refolved that we
could mot accept of a partial reprefentation, aud that
too at the diftance of 3000 miles from us; a Vice-
‘Roy, an- American Parliament, and an order of No.
bility were talked of-=<but all thefe allurements were
‘feen through, and defpifed. If we have reafon to
rejoice, at efcaping the danger of Pritifh wiles, and
corruption ; we have much more that we efcaped the
full force of the furious ftorms of Britith thunder, anud
to exult in the recelle@ion of the patriotic ani une
daanted fpirit with which we defied the threats and
reje®ed the terms of the Britith tyrant, and eppofed
in battie hiy veteran, well armed, and well dppcinted
‘troops.

And here I may defcribe the means by which we
Eot rid of Britith oppreflion—It was not by remon-
{trances; not by commercial affociations ; not by praye
ers to the King; toall which the nation, Parliament,
 and King turned a deaf ear, or viewed them with
a.fmile of contempt, or an indignant frown-=but it
was by force of arms; by a refiftance beconiing free«
‘men; by s virtuous and patriotiz sxertion of fuch

means of defence as by the mercy of Heaven we pole
Jeled,
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But here again the time alloted to my prefent un.
dertaking would fail me fhould I attempt to defcribe
that glorious refiftance and their virtuous exertions ;
indeed had I time, I (hould want the ability to do
juftice to events (o honorabie to our countrymen,
and fo interefting to them and to the pofterity of
mankind—-nay, had I the hiltorica! defcriptive pow.
ers of a Raynal, a Gibbon, or a Pulybius, 1 could
but imperfeélly defcribe them——For who « an exprefs
the praifes due to the Aflemblies, Committees, and
Executives of the different ftates; and to that truly
wife and magnanimous Congreis for their difplays of
wifdom, vigilance, adivity and firmnefs; cr who
can fufiiciently appiaud the good concu@ and hero.
ifm of American officers and {oldiers, difplayed from
1exington in Maffachui+tts, to Savannah in Geor-
gia? Who can defcribe the ardent glow of patriot.
1fm, the undaunted fpirit of Freedom, which animate.
ed the united Colonies, to fpurn at the offers of par.
don and terms of peace, held out to them by the Bri. .
tith commiffioners, and bid defiance to that numer-
ous army, and powerful flzet, which acccompanied
them, with orders to take vengeance on the Colenifts
who fhould dare to reje their infulting profiers of

ace! Who candojuftice to the herozs ofLexington,

unkers Hill, Benningtcn and King's Mountain,
where undifciplined, half armed militia, checked the
infolent carear of Britifh regular troops, taught them

caution; and in fome degree humbled their haught

pride? The names of Warren, Herkimar and Ssar
who fell with the other {laughtered heroes in battle,
will be forever dear to America, and to the lovers of
liberty th-oughout the world; they will be named
with Montgomery, Me;cer, Nafh, Kalb, Pulaki
and Lawrence; all will be placed ¢ high on the tablet
C ,'

i
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of immartal fame’’—_nor will the name of Camphelt be
forgavten, although he fell ot in the arms of viQary;
enough that Ferguion fell, and ghat his well trained
troops yielded to the threc {mnall corps of militia of
three filter Rates which providentially met each ather
and chofe Campbell for their leader—And if no one
can do jultice to the miligja, who can to the regular -
troops! who defgribe their fufterings for wapt of
tents, clothes, and even blankets and fhoes; and
fometimes even for want of provifions? Who theie
brave refiftance (with bad arms and little difcie
piine ) to the beft armed, an beft difciplired trapps
in the world? Who can defcribe the arduous tafk
of their commander? Who.can give even a faint ideg
of the difficuities withi which he contended? Wha
c..n paint his fitvation whilft retreating with an hand.
full of new troops through the Jerfeys beiore the
chofen force, the {ele€led troops of the Britith army,
Wha can do jultice to his: condué@ throughout the
. whole of that mortifying retreat! What praife does
he not deferve for his patience, equanimity and cheer.
fulnefs which he fhewed as if under no difficulty; for,
his &kiil in mancuvering in the face of the purfuing
army fluthed with their fuccefles at forts Wathing.
ton and Lee; one time facing about and appearing ta
offer ‘them battle, till they had loft mush time in
preparing for an adion in which they lagked for a
certain viflory, whilft in the mean time he had fecura
ed his baggage, and then in the night retreating ra.
,gi'dl?y, aut of their reach. At another time appearing

#f he meant. to go into Philadelphia for winter
quarters ( which feemed to induce general Howe to
canton -hisftyqa&at Pringceton, Barlington, Borden
ton, T'renton, akl other tewns in New Jerfey ) whilk
with the aflitance of about 1509, militia {"who had,
been animated by general Mifilin, to march from
Philadelphia and jits neighbouyooud to the fupport of




PE

the remains of the American army, which had bezn

iferibly réduced by various fkirmifhes, by ficknefs,
~ and by thie expiration of the terms of enlilftments,
which were claimed by a raw and defponding foldi-
ery ) he répafled the Delaware on the night of the
:%th of December, through a {evere fnow ftorm, and
with great fkill, altivity, and gallantry attacked,
furprifed and completely defeated the three Heflian
regiments under the command of Col. Rahl ftationed
at Trenton, and brought off near 1000 of them pri«

foners with fo fmall a iofs as to be fcarcely credited..

Brilliant as the {uccefs of this bold enterprife wag;
‘it was alimoft eclipfed by another which the general
wadertook in the night of the 2d of January follow-
ing, when the whole Britifh arnvy, at every ftation,
‘wére withing for an opportunity of revenging the in-
fult which had been .offered to them but a tew days

before, and curfling Heflian cowardice or careleflnefs-

as the caufe of their difgrace. On the 2d of January
he met the flower of the Britith army, on its ape

‘proach to Trenton which had been fent on from
Brunfwick under the command of Lord Cornwalliss-

he maneuvred before them, fkirmithing till he had
retreated acrofs the bridge at Trenton, where be

cannonaded the enemy and kept them'in check till-

night, when falling back out of the reach of their:

caiion and kindling a great number of fires as if ho
had a very extenfive encampment of a numerons ar-.
18y, by a circuitgus route he pufhed on to Princetos, -

Pdving Cornwallis ¢ leaft twelve miles in his rear,

Wiiting for the light of day to difcover the true po--

tion of Wis army, and their numbers, if reinforce
ed, as from appearances it was, or to difcern with
certainty where the atteck fhould be made, fo as to

exterminate it, if no fironger than it was in the pres:

ceding day. General Wathington reached Princeton

1
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irly in the morning of the 23d, and would have
‘completely furprifed the Britih troops ftationed there
bad no: a regiment which was on its way to Trenton
met him and being attacked and routed fent the ae
larm to Princeton; 'he however puthed on and took
_"above 300 prifoners notwithftanding they had thrown
-themfelves into the College; a large firong ftore
building, and carried them off muking good his re-
treat, notwithftanding from the various pofitions of
‘the Britith army he feemed te be -furrounded by
"them. This fecond enterpriie of General Wathington
which fhewed that he was equal to the partifans of
modern or ancient v:ars, animated all Amevrica, rouf-
‘ed up the defponding fpirits of the Jerfey militia. who
‘imwmediately zut on {0 good a countenance that the
Britifh coznnander abandoned every poft in that ftate
‘except Amboy and Brunfwick, which had a commu-
‘nication by water with New York.

This gallant and weli condu@ed feries. of enter-
prifes of our columasnder, totally changed the face of
“our affairs, and {hewed what he would have done
"had he been furniflied with a well trained, well e-
‘quipped and complately organized army, fuperior,
“or ever. equal iu number to that of his enemy. But
where am { going? how rafhly have I undertaken to
defcribe what is irdeferibable ! and to relatein a few
aninutes, what fhould fill a volume! Imuft theve.
" fore leave to the hiftorian of leifure and of abilities
“equal to the arduous tafk, to defcribe what was per-
‘formed by this wanderful man, and by the gallant
officers and foidiers under his command—=many of

~ whom require the beft biographers to do juftice to
. .their merit, - -

"The patriotic exertions of individua! fta*tes, and
of theic re/peQive citizens deferve the iubours of the
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accurate hiftorian. For want of fuch, the heroes
and patriots of this ftate will fcarcely be known in
the next generation, and Wafhington perhaps be a~
lone remembereds Scarcely is it known that even
eneral Merzer commanded & brigade which went
%mm this ftate—his heroical death immortalized him
it is true—=but the gallant behaviour of col, Weedor,
iieut. col. Marfhall and their major Leech who fo
.bravely withftood the Britifh troops on Harlem
Helgbts, near the city of New York, and of Weec-
on’s brigade® at Brandywmc, are unnoticed by the
~writers of the prefent day! What hiftorian has
told us that the flate of Virginia expofed as it
‘was to the ravages of the Indians on its Weftern
frontiers, to favage Britons on its Eaftern, and to
threatened domeftic infurre@ion through the whole
ftate, gave up to the general defence fix regiments
of Infantry, one of Cavalry, and one of Arullery—
whofe eagernefs to join the ariny, under General
Wafhington was fuch, thar notwithltanding thev nc.
- ver had the fmsll-pox, and were therefore detained
long on their marchby that deftrudive diforder which
fwept off a_great propurtion of them {above 1 508 of
them perithing before they could reach the flate of
New Jerfey, above 1600 of whom being buried in
2PN TR Ry SNENE TR Tt D NN U AP T v
* Which was the American column of which gen.
Howe fpeaks, as refilting his atcacks unbroken till
- late in the evening; and to whofe refiftance he attri-
butes the efcape of the American army that day,
from deftru&tion, are-unwetjgsds What hiftorian -
has told that Virginians had a great fharein the glo-
glorious affair of Stony Point? it is true col. Febi-
gerin a letter to governor Henry, endeavoured to
do them r.uﬂace—but poflibly this letter was d' ftroyed
by Arnoeld Mujor Pofey and lieutenant Shelton are
~not mentioned in the ftory of that affair. '
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lh! Pbtwh Fiéldsin Phiizdelphia,) s¢ached thie armiy
time enough to fupport the conimander in chief by
<hecking the career of Britifh vi@ories on New Yark
ifland, and by covering his retreat through the ffate
of New Jetfey—foon after whi¢h they were M redud.
¢d by ficknefs and dedths that a whele regiditent wis
‘Dut & captains’ cimmand, atYhe hiesd af which; il
the gallint youth Flemmg, who coolfy had otdéted
his litfle corps % to drefs before they made feddy;”
-within hearua¢ of a Britifh columi.—~~When hé -
'had haltcd and faced about to give it a check<im
the commidnder of which damned him, {weari
that he would drefs him, ordcred a plasoon to
givi him a drefling, on which they difcharged a vol.
ley which cut down the cool and intrepid youxh and
N great part of his cornpany..

Had ¥ lc:!’nre, ot could I do juftice to the flory I
would relate what I have heard fro'n uridoabtéd autho-
ricy of the bravery of our officers and privatcs~—of the
aftonifhing enterprite of col. Clarke againft the Bri- -

“tifh poft on the Kafcafkias, and the Gov’r of Detroit,

~(lieut. col. Hamilton ) at St, Vincents who had ta-
ken poft at that place to intercept Clarke, and relieve
ay he fuppefed Governor Rocheblave of the Illinois—

“both of whoth Charke foon fent &own to Wﬂﬁami‘-
Barg prifeners of wir, |

K juftice has fot been 3om- 1ire htﬁoﬁm to
~ officérs and men +&ivg on a lar i feale in the wiir,
well may the ga.jant exertions of generdt Nel{on and
. ¢ol. Innis with the militias of Williamiburg and the
counti¢s of Eligabeth City, James City, Warwick,
“and York. to oppofe Britith troups in the invaiions of -
~ Arnold, Philips ind Cornwallis be forgotten; add
~well then may it be fuppofed that the virtuous frug-
gles and fevere trinli of the mifitia of Cloucefter
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‘thet part of it now called Matthews during Dune
more's holding Gwyn’s 1{land, and the variousinva-
:fions particularly Arnold’s, where almoft the whole of
them marched trom their county againft that traitor,
and in Cornwallis’s, when he took poffeffion of York
Towan, and of our poft in Glaucefter Town with his
.army and fleet be alfo forgotten; and be unknown
-in the annals of our country-—but had I leifure tq
undertake the tafk, imperfeftly as I could perform
;it, would I hand down to our pofterity their virtyous
.exertions and intrepid firmuefs, and the name of Pey.
‘ton {hould live forever, his coolnefs and a&ivity dur-
ing the affair of Gwyns’s Ifland—his vigilance guards.
ing ever againft fecrct plots or open attacks, and hig
{pirited.oppofition to the enemy whether they appears
ed in their frigates on our Bay ; or an land ip paflefs
.fron of our pofts—the indefatigabie pains he exerted
in training the militia under his commund ; gnd, hig
ardent love of Liberty, and his count.y, fho»ld nee
‘ver be forgotten—But where zgain have I beea hnre
ried? An houelt zeal for the credit of oyr coyntry 3
for the reputation of o= -county, and for she fame
 of our decealed trienys hags hurried me 109 faymnl

will therefore only briefly fay by what me3ng we got,
#id of t..e oppreffion, according to my prosnife,

It was by. the glorioys ftruggles of our country,
and its fifter flates; conduted bv the wifdom of Coge
2:&, and their -hero Wathington ; his heraical ofs
fcers and Joldiers aided by a patriotic and brave mi-
Biria, that the Fnited Starcs were enabled to fupppst,
their Independence, and to refift the Britifn arms,
and even to capture vegiments, and at length an
whole army~—difplaying fuch wifdom, love of Lijber-
tyy and fuch firmnefs and bravery, that they attraQ.
ed the attention, commanded the refpe@, and inte-,
scfled the feelings of moft of the -~ ©  °

/
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of the earthe=fo that France lifiened to the propofi-
tion:s of our commiflioners, Frankiin, Lee, and Dean,
acknowledged our [ndependence, 1nd became our
firm and faithtul ally; who foon drew into a fhare
of the war, Spain and Holland ; by whofe joint exer-
sions the forces of Britain were fo divided, her loffes
fo multiplied, nd her expences fo encreafed, that
after the capture of her fleet and army under Lord
Cornwallis, at York, whe wae compelied to furren.
der to the combined forces of America and France,
that the nation and Parliament of Britain obliged
- their King to acknovdedge our Independence.

It was by this means we got rid of the oppreflion
under which we labered.—The hardfhips we {uffered,
the wants we endured of even money and neceffaries
~through a great part of the war, and tie inceffant
dangeri to which we were expoled through the whole
of it, would fill a volume if related, and juftice were
done to the patience, {cif denial, and fortitude of
our fellow citizens. But all the inconveniencies,
* Joffes and dangers, were ;uﬁly defpifed, when weighed

againt the glorious profpeé of fecuring to ourfelves
and pofterity the bleflings of Liberty—to get rid of
& Tyrant who held us in chains, by which we were
to be handed down to his children’s children ; to be
gaverned by his governors, tools of his power; who
- convened, prorogued, and diffolved our Affemblies
at pleafure; whillt we were mocked with the indul.
. gence of a mimick kind of Britith Liberty; whilft
we {sw we were but the flaves of flaves who beafted
of their imaginary freedomeeto get rid I fay of fuch
a miferable and mortifying cond:tion as this, and to
exchange it for fubftantial Liberty and Equality,
was wort’ any rifk, worthy of any facrifice—Great
God! to think that millions fhould be born fubjeét
vo the caprice of one man born to reign over themem
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.or chief magiftrate, and of confequence leaves all of.
.fees.open toall men? WIh)ich'guards the rights of a
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he too perhaps, weak, foolith, héwditrong, paffion.
:ate and vindiflive !—=To think of being tubjedt to
“ingolerable iu{ults of @ rich, proud hereditary Nobi.
lity=wTo think that-we were al{o fubject to be vaxed

by thewvenal Reprefentatives of the Britith nation,
who xould not more eflencially {erve and flatter their
Conftituents; overwhelmed by tuxes, than by laying

“partof them on vs, slat they claimed A right to our

, and to prefcribe rules of faith to our fouls !
— [o think cf -thefe things, and that we have efcape

-ed from them {o happily, and with {o little lofs, and

I may fay, in fo fhort a time, compared to that in
which the Swifs Cantons efcaped from the oppreffion

.of the Houfe of Auftria, and the United Provinces,

from the tyranny of Spain, muft fill every patriotic
reflecting mind wish gratitude and joy!

Let us ‘therefore REJOICE on ra1s DAY, us

-the birth-day of our Liberties, and perhaps of the

nations of the World, and never let us be perfuaded

‘to believe that menarchy can be tolerable, but to 2
.people too ignorant to know in what confifts the'h
.pinefs of mankind, and unacquainted with the abo.

minable abufe of the power of Kingselet us Jearn
daily in what confifts the bleflings of a free govern.
ment, and in what the true do@rine of Equality—
Is not that country blefled with a government which
{fecures it again®t the dangers of ‘being plunged into
the horrora of war, by the mere caprice, avarice ‘or
ambition of one man, and which entrufts the awful
‘power of making war to their reprefentatives alone?

ich looks upon e citisen as equal, eachbeing
in equal need of the oshors afliftancet Which confi.
dérs the carpentery t;}dor, ploughman, &c. as necef.
fary to the fupport of fociety as a judge, a fenator,

;_i




bya ;dec'!a:;gl,qn of rights, 8 conllitution, and HWy
wife laws t "X zh fgures 1 free, and full, and equal
reprefentation in annual elefions ! 'Which limits the
asuthority of the Executive within narrow bounds;
and the duration of its power, ta fthort periode?
Which fecuyes the rights of confcivngay the erial v
’Lury, and the Freedom of the Prefs! Happy mu
e that people, whe fee the ,a”anat,_lmqtmi? of
mavkind in its true point of view; as imended by
the all wife author of our heing, to hew our mutual
dependence on each other—for were not ‘many men
fuited by their, genius and difpofitions to different oc-
' cupations, evan the neceffary wants of millions; sould'
“ not be fuptp._li;d_ ; end did not others poffefs talents,
and enjoy leifure to cultivate them, the progrefs of -
“the labourers, of the artificers & o would be flow
and imperfet; ¢nd thebufine(s anddiftant intercourfe
.of the world would be at an eéndemfo wifely has Hea.
_wenardainedit. th t the labor of thense man who fells-
“the tree, of the butcher wha kills bullocks and {wine,.
‘is as necelfary to the intercourfe between diftant ne.
tions, as the intenfe application and-fAudy of the phi«
» lofophers by whom Altronomy, Geography and Na. -
.vigation have been bruught to their prefent flate of
- perfe@ion. Deteftable iv the doftrine of heveditiry
nobility, .of fuperior dignity on sceount of birthu
cruel, and infulting, as well unjuft and impolitic is it
~to leok.ypon any msn as benewth smothics becaufe he
. is not born of as lung regiftered 3 llne of rich parents;

'

. cruel and-infulting to sdd to. his fuppofed degree of
- degradation on account of his inferlor aceupation,
as it is foolifhly termed in monarchies and ariftosra.
cies; and truly impolitic becaufe {uch - trestment
tends to diminifh the nun.bet of hands perhups ne-
_caffary to be employed thercin-~Sweet -ant "cons
. foling on the other hand muft. it -be, to the man
who finds that his employment can ot degrede bim,




-wnd that if he be indufirious and honeft, he may ace
quire not only riches but may when qualified for high
offices, be cle®t~d to fill them~In fuch a country
every man muft-find hir:feif equally interefted to fup-
port it~it muft be equally dear to all, and &
conftitution in fuch a placedy laft to the end of
‘time; or if altered it mult be by a cool and difpaffion-
ate convention making fome further provifion for the
fecurity of their ri'ghht:, and not by an infurreQion-

-of the people, for they can never have caufe in fuch
A [tate to with fer a change of governmentwthe mea--

‘ {urce of governmert may be difagreeable to them,

- but their conftitution furnifhes an eafy and peaceable

.remedy for this evil. " If the fault originate With
‘theic reprefentatives they may be changed; . if with
their executive it may be impeached, orchanged at:
the mext ele&ioun |

- When I {poke of the snnual ele@ions of B']t:”
. fentatives, &c, ®c. aliove, I glluded to our ftate -
Conflitvtion-—As to that of the Federal government, .
it is wifely cylculated to anfwer the end for which it -
~was iended, The general intereft of the confee
derated ftates cannot be prometed and fufficicatly
. prote&ied, without a degvee of energy, beyond that -
- which is perfe@ly confiftent with the theory of fiee-
government in a fingle flatembut in this complise.
- ted machinery of the Federal government, this al.-
- moft monarchical energy feems neceffary, and may
- be fufely entiufted to ite—ss the Senators are chofen
by our Republican Affemblies, and the PreGdent by
-Ele&ors chofen by the People~athis energetic power
- however, ought to be watched by the People, as
‘ Eower bas always been obferved to increafe in the
, hards of. an Executives The wifdom and virtue of
8 Wathington may not be found in-his fucceffors, or-
+ if found there, the jealoufy of freemen’ in the 33’!




-of 8 Wafhington may be & full fanttion for s canti.
vauance of thae Republican virtye in - the days of his o
« fucceiforsem Happy for the Worldy 'the experiment "

- of frae.governmenta iy going on, in dilferent forms

W’Guld tgﬁm:ttthe Kings who have wickedly

leave it to g -fa-ir trial of its well inteirded experiment.
. The tyranny of former Kings, and the hypaocrily an

- tredchery of the laf} jultified taedhelition of hispower,

-, and the pride, infolence and ufelefs pageantry of the

nobility who had not been 2 part of a legiflature as

~the lard- in England are, miqh well apologize far
 the reje: tion of a fecond Hoyfe or'hranch of the L.e. N
" :giflature, and even,of nobility. Indeed *he idea isfo .

pure and satural. of ‘having o fimple Democratical
goveramet:t, to {ecure perfett liberty and equality,

. -4hat every :rue lover o Mankind, .muft wifh fuccefs

to that experiment, and think that the ftruggle whiey
.the Franglj

Ve making, is worthy of the great caufe

- -for which.the! contend ; and that their ads of viee |

-leace are but the confequence of the violence

" and fraud practifed againft ¢ em—When we fee how

: arduong their tafk is, and how little compared

e them we hd to do ang fuffer, and how hape
- PY Waare.inour government, we have great reafan

.%o thank Heaven. for thefe bleffings, and to rejojce
- ag.the return of this GLORIQUS D47, on .which the
~United States firft DARRD and REsorLvaD to be
- FREE; breaking off the gulling yoke of Britifh tys
reany and laying the foundatjon of a free govern.
~Ament in our country, and of perpetual Friendthip
~Aod. Union between™ shem, Let us therefore m
" driends rejoice; and celebrage THIS DAY witz
- HRATITUDE apd JOY, -

L

. ! R

ly comltiped againft that Republic woutd




