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ORATION,

My friends, fellow citizens, and [cldier:,
b |

WENTY THREE years have elzpied
fince America wearied with regcated acis of sppreflion
impofed by Great B:itain, under impreflirns of the duty .
whlch {(he owed to pofterity, made a ifolemn appeal to
heaven for the rectuude of her iatentions, and declared
berfelf an indejendent nation.

To do juftice to the mersits of that worthy and honorable .
bund of patciots, who in fucceifion from the firft fettle=,
ment ot America bravely withitood B:itifn oppreffion,
and infured to the colozics the exercife of juft and equal
laws, would take more time than is alioted 10 me on this
oceafion.  With a prophetic view they forefaw that this
vast continent would -at some fulure day be covered_
with inbabit-nts : Aad from a diipofition difcovered in.
Great Bitrain from the earlietl intancy of the colonies not,
only to rcgulate their external buat internal concerns, they
judged :hat inflead of thofe mild and conciliatory meai-
ures, which would have infured to her the friendfhip aad
affeciton of the colomes, and have heen her interelt as m.ll
as policy to cuitivate ; fhe would become jealous of their
growing fiengih, and atempt by tyrannical meafures to,
deitroy that feafintiity, fot which the colonies. bad been
diftinguithead trem their fiit fertlement ig America.  Buc
~ with fuch wifdein did that firms band of patriots conduct,
their atlal s that no meafures form~d again®t them were
fucccelstal, wiich had a tendency to enervate public ten-.
tivient, of to piepare the wey for the ntroduction of Eu-
ropean dafpoulm. Uvawed by danger, (teadily atten-
tive to the inteielts ot theie zcuatry, every mealure they.
aloyted had the defigned effect, and prepared the way fog,
the introduction of that grect aad eventual duy, Wdl»h,
gave buih tothe American Nation.
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T tracing the events of this ever memorahle day, the
fucceff-s and vic-ories obtained in a fevere war of eight
years, no nation ¢ uld with mare proprie y picnounce
thofe facred words, ¢ 1f God be for us, mho car be 2pa'rft
us.” We began the war deftirute ot every milirary pre-
p roticn. Agzents ard minifters were appointid vo the
d fiercnt courts in Europe to procure mihtary fiores, and
f rm fuch atliarces as w uld be uletyl ¢> A nerica. Dur-
ing the {:vere'tiucgles of war, pairintifm gave law. The
cifferint Staces had confecerared togerher, and a power
was g v:n to Congrefs 1o eftimate the exp nc-s, ard
make reqa:fitions on the individaal States for their jufk
p:ocorti:nt.  Some of them were runclu:l in obeying
thofe 1(q) firions, others were del:rg '=nt.

AT the clofeot the war the de.i q 1ent States were cal-
led upon to pay up thuir arrearages.  The expenditu-es
of the conteft hid n-2 ly extanited the circulating we:lth
of the countiy. Tlole Sta es which had contrinuted
their j it prop ati~rs,and thofe whi h had re’, fremed o
be cqually exhaufted.  That pa‘niotiim waich gave role
during the continuance ot the war, and iLfluenced men to
c ntribute to the L.it of their. preperty, n: wlangu.ihed.
= I't ¢ brave old oldier who had tought the ba:tks of A-
.merica wi'h fuccels, now rera.n:d to his family porv and
worn cat v hig country’s service.  Wide ws, and the or-
jhos of thole who had been fliin in the field, together
with thofe who had advanced their all to govainment,
men who bad been tn afftaence and eale, but now m pov-
erty. all appeared pentioning torrclidf ; ferung fosth that
the tai-h ¢t America was pledged to do them juitice.—
Comm: rce had now defeit-a ou coafts, tor want ot coms
miercial regulations ¢ Agriculiure had declined 5 arnd for
® Mmoarent the fruits of vur independence feemea to have
been blatied, '

Bur the American genius under the finiles of 2 k'nd
Pt vidence, was not to be corqiered but by infurmounta-
ble cottacles. A convention ol the elde's, men experie
enced in d:fliculties, was sflfembied tiom ore ¢rd ot this
va:t continent to the other, to coi.fnlt on fuch m. afures
as would give rehef.  Solemn wese their dehiberations s
fu:ch a vaiety of afi-uhies were to be furmounted, and
fuch c.Beien. intereds were (0 be comb.acd,as sieued




¢s)
é¢fy human wifdom--The neceflity of union was ftrone-
ly telt. A fpiric of conciliation prevailed A confti-
tution was formed, and adoptzd by the people, which bas
been the admiration of the lovers of liberty, containing
the fundamental pcinciples of freedom. good government
and focial ordcr——Europe was aftoni{ :d at the poiicy
ard wi{domof Amzerica. They had { .2n her carry on a
fucce( tul war wich one of the moft powertul nations on
the giobe. They had feen her form two contituzioas, and
a chance from cne to the other effeéted without thed ing
a fingle drop of blood. Hiftory does not furnith one foli-
ta:y initance of 2 fimilar nature,  Attempts t eff:& even
a chan:e in the European conftitur:ons, have at different
pe 1ods drenched one half of their ficids in blood. . A.
merica once mate began to fl ,urith. Comm. reial regula-
tio’s wer: formed, and the American com nerce was exe«
tend.a o gvery part of the glnbe. Agricuiture was rge
vived, and infant marnufactures were ercéed, which began
tu vie even with chofe of Earope. = |

F Urcpz now became the theatre of war, France in aid-
t7 Auverica. had {ent mea who became enamored with
Amecucan liberty. At the clofe of the war thiy returaed
t» their nitive country, with the moft laudabl: d izns of
p ocuriug {vme amendments tn-their own government.
Without confide ing the necefiity of firit diff: minariag the
A nerican kaswleage and principles, amongz every clafs
«f the peonle, betore the pillars of their own government
were remaved, they began the revolution, which like an
overf wiag d.luge fwepr the valt fabric of the French
govierrment to its frandations, that its traces couid not be
{.en bat n blo~d.

The tricd tiinds of America were swept aw1y ia the
delusc.  [he enurmities which lucceeded are too awtul
to be related wmong tnen : andin decency to religion,
virtue and worality, we woulld here draw a voiz wver her
vices, had they not reached America and poileted fome of
Licr ilons,

Wuen the news of therevolution first reached Ameri-
¢a, aa univerfal oy fpread trom one end of the coatinent
o the cther.  And never weg joy inore ger.erous and fin-
Core. But when the evils became genecl, and initead of
e bicfling ther revolution becarue a dword in the haad of
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the mo&t prefligate,-and devoured the innocent and the
_guilty in onc common deftruction. the Americans who
were attached to the purest principles of republicanifm,.
and to thofe mild and gentle laws dictated by afpirit of
philanthrophy, bcgan to fhudder and abhor thofe devour-
ing laws ditated by revenge, and {ea:ed with the bleod of
the innogcent, | .
Tax contagion now threatened a!ll Europe. The ra-
tions contiguous to Fraance coalefced to prevent its bane-
ful icfluence, Wath'egton our prefident, who had teught
the American battles, and fzen the ciftreffes to which our
connt:y had beer reduced, was convinced of the neccihity
of peace, to give to 1h- p:aple of America an opportani~’
ty to recover from the diitrefles of the war juft termina-
~ted ; and refolved 1o fiees the Amenc.n thip thrnugh,
the ﬁcrm that gathered, without becoming a party. yinofe
talents {o remairkable for wildom and prudence were a-
gain exerted, and fhene for h with redoubled laftre. A
proclamaticn e1 joining the duties required by the flricteit .
princifles of meuirality, and forbidding any piaciices nnt
conformable theteto, was publithead.  The conduct of.
Geret who had ariived in America, and betore his arrival
was known to our government, had eniilted both citizens.
and toreigners, and commiflished them to cruife againt:
naticas with which we were at peace, was a convincing
proot that the French govemmcnt meznt to force us IRt
a war, and awakened the Keereil fenfibilities in the Amer-
cans. Faecber, his fuceeficor, find:ng our goveinment
determired tc maintain thair neutrality relolved on other.
mecafures, which the weftern countics ct Pennfylvania,
and the precicus conleflicus of 2 Randolph can witnefs,
Adet his lucc(ﬂbr purfiued mealures as hoitile as his pre-
deceflor. 1he condu(’l of the I'ierch ininilters occafioned:
difficulties with the Britith vatien, which threatened the.
.deftra@lion of cur commeice.  ‘T'he Awerican policy was,
to negotiate before an appeel to armns was mude,  Aneos
voy exitandinary to Great Britain was eppointed.  ‘the
diffutes between the two nations were adjulted, and a
commercial tieaty forazd, :
Prrvicus to this period vafl quantities cf Ametican.
procduce had !:cen cariied xnto I.unce, td fold in her,
vorts, for wiich no cther payment ceuld be obtained but.
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affignate, a fpecies of paper without value, which now gave
fuch an alarm to the American merchants who had given
them unbcunded credit, that they avoided their ports.
"The French government new orcered the moft piratical
and indifcrimipate feizercs to be made of our vefl:1s, and
juftified their rapacity on acccunt of the treaty made with
Great- Britain, which the conduct of their own minifters
mzde indifpenfably neceflary. Munroe, our minifter then
in France, an apoftate from the truc American character,
reprefented to the French government, that the Ameri-
can people would fubmit to be plundered of their com-
merce, if it weuld be ufcful to France. Such unworthy
conduct occafioned his recal. A minifter whofe integrity
was unquefliorable, was apppsinted ; a man who would
not barter his countryinen’'s property to the gratification
of arly foreign delpotifm. Integrity feems not to have
been a neceflary qualification for 3 minifter in Fraznce s
He was not received by that perfidious government. The
Prefident flill inclined to peace, determined to make ufe
of every expedient befcre he would recede from concilia-
tory meafurcg: two envoys were appointed to jin the
one already there, with irftiuc&ions, as liberal as the
French government ¢ould have defired, if juftics and peace
had been their obj:€t. The fate of their miflion has been
delineated in the publication of their dilpatches. The
condué® of the Frcnch government is uncquailed for cor-
ruption, and will remain a ftain eon their charader to all
future ages ; and be recorded on tihe heart ot every true
American, characterift:c of French perfidy, and ferve as a
caution to all future alliances. |

Tue meafures of our ¢xccutive to maintain peace have
met with an almof unanimous approbation, and have
been applauded in the addreiles of the people to the Pre-
fident from one end of the confederation to the other,
promifing their warmelt fupport to fuch meafures as
fhould be thought expedient for that purpofe. Defenfive
mealures have been adopted, fuch as prudence dictated,
and the exigences of our fituation required. Merchants
have becr: allowed to arm in: their own defence, a meaf-
ure as rational as politic. Government has- built feveral
armed veilels which have given fafe paflages to our mer-
chantss Although ne declaration-of war has been made
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againft France, fuch an a@ual ftate of hodilities oxifts be-
tween the twe nations, that it hecomes the good man, and
lover of his country to give firm fupport to our govern-
inent, and enable it to preferve our independ-nce againft
foreign defpotiim, We deprecate a war with any nation,
if it can be avoided with fafety ; but rather than become
tributary to France, war would not only be juftifiable, but
the prefent generation could not jultify themfelves to pol-
terity without reforting to it. L

LeT us examine for a moment, into the fitvation of the
thofe nations which have been drawn within the vortex of
¥French revolution, and in their fate learn our own, un-
Jcfs by timely exertions we avert the dangers which futs
round us. Let their condu& to other nations, ferve as a
“caution againit confidence fn that nation of atheifts, who
fpurn at peace, and froin. whofe impious embraces have
yffued all thofe plagues which deftroy human happincs.

HovriaND, one of the mcft induftrious and opulent na-
ticns of Eurcpe,:and under a republican form ot govern-
ment, had rendered herfelf refpe@able to all the nations of
the earth. If we look among the ruins occafioned by
French diplomatic tkill,wethall find her name blotted from
the cataiogue of nations ; a poor needy French colony,
requifition atter requifition, until her wealih has'been ex-
haufted.— Geneva a republic too [mul] to excite the ambis
tion ot any of the monarchs of Europe, and too happy to
wifh for innovation, but too wealthy not to excite French
licenticufiefs, is now robbed of her wealth and revolue
tionized — Switzerland, we compaflionate thy uéha.ppy
Jot! Uhe mountains which furround thee have not been
able to protet thee from the ali-devouring armies of
France, Negociation benumbed thy exertions until
French perfidy had ruined theee We mou'n the fate of
thy hardy fons, who though to late, exerted themfelves
to fave their country from impending ruin. Happy hatt
thou been for many years in thy retired fituation, free
from the contentions which have embroiled Europe.
Thy freedom and holpitality have invited many of the
deftroying nations, to feck repofe in thy happy country ¢
Butthy gencrous and unfufpeling tempet has well fuited
the defigns of thy rapacious enciny.

NaeLes fought by prefents to fatiate th‘c deﬁre; of het
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werfidirns ally, until the king found hinifelf '.!'u'mnnéieil
‘with Fre: ch - miffi maries alenating the aff ctions of hig
.citizens fiom their government, and "too late rouled by

ithe dangers which furr>unded, collo&cd-an army fufficrent

in numbers. to have drove the difturders of mackind frame
‘his dominions.; but to.the difgrace of his army rhcy were
corrupted by the promifes-ot- p:omotion,-and the alluing
profpedts of plunder, to defeithim. duch indifcriminace
-maflacres and. plender fucceeled, as {eemed to touch the:

feclings even of the five-headed montter.— Rome and Sar~

‘dinia two nation ,whe had fougit-by tributary contiibue
tions, to appeale the de 1res of theF -ench governmentglittle -
thuught that th:fc defires would increafe 1o -preportion.

‘to their cxertions to appeafe them. 1he -pampered ene-~

- my excitcd quarrels among the populace and1ome Freach

foldters, and cherged them upon the citiz-ns.; and under .
Ppretence of chafiifing them for the asbufe which they
themfelves had occulicned, have -deftroyed the two gov~
ernments, and plundcred them ot their wealth, and are
now forcing their r:q ufitions by ftanding armies,

IN every naticn in Europe which ‘France’has.conguete,
¢d. they have firt gained a party in their -councils, wad
‘were in favor of negccranng-until a ‘French army ‘had ar~
‘tived within their territry ; introduced jarge nymbers

.of incendiaries, whofe bufincis it was to excite ;j aloufies

and provoke cortentions.; and under fome pretext of
abufes, juftified themfilves in fc 2ing on the g vernment 3
and the plenipotentiary generzis with conftitutions in
‘their pockets, manutattured by the ‘Fiench ditetory at
Paris, have ordeied the people-to receive and adopt them,
‘who ar the point of the bayonet are compelled to becoeme
a military-repuilic, undes the-cuntrol ana direction ot the
French armies, " ‘

It has ever been acknowl dge” in Ame‘ica, that the
vi:ws ot the fic® mcvers of the Frew.ch revolirtion were
good: That there were'radical evils in theii g-ve nment,
end 10 the modes of admiviftrating juftice among the cit~
zens of that nation, heve never been.controverted. Acd
the 1dea of the people’s obtaining fom: amelioration in
their fituation, aff srded to the freemen of Amarica she
mcft fincere plesiure.—~The Americans had trom their
fir(t fetttiement of this country, then iubabited by beaity
ot prey and mea more ‘{a\gie. confidcred themfilves w5
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martyrs for civil and religicus libetty ; snd as bavivg fas
crificed the ealc And luxury £ Eurcpe 1o #it:bhifh coloaics
where tresdoiv might be teicmphant. Thele 1 eas have
been handed dowa irom genciation to gentrati n to their
preflent defcendents T he gerui- e prinéiples of religion
and literty, have-been contiant]y iacuicated ameng évery
order of pzople. Their ffc&$ were obwvious: they re.
garded the rights of all nations, =nd their good will was
extended to all m:n ; confide:ing themielves in pofl: fiun
of libcrty, ther wfhed if to be exrended to all others.
THess fentiments and feelings of the people of the U4
hited States w.re fa.orsble 10 ile -vi-ws ot the Fiench
goverrméat.  The co:.duct of the firlt Fieuch minttier,
w0 cim: to America was a ¢omvine pg proof that he fo
ronfidersd them: The people expreffed themfeive: 14
term: ot the warmeft aporobatiun st his firft arrival. The
American governinént was tae it of all nations to ac-
knowledge the mew governme t of France, and receive its
munifters. L'hofc pérfons wnc began the rev lution with
dcfizns €o give freedcm to France were oppoied to thofé
violent outrages wbich begn (o be tntroduted, and werd
io'u.pe}lcd either to fullzr under the guillotine, or quit
theit country 1o preferve their lives.  The fucceecing
raities have exerc:fvd a defpotifin hithérto unknown,even
t> the French nation.  Fhe people now tound that in-
ftead ot obtainitig treedom and liberty, they had exchug-
ged @ mild and genile princs for the muft unpiing iled
tyrants, wio by their acts ot barbarcus cru-lty and murder
had difgraced the namz of man. Thefe new crimes had
not reached America.  Tnatirregalarities would fucceed
for a time, every perfon of politic.l knowledge torelzw.
I'He muniter from France began now to dictate to cui
governmnent the part they had to act in the great dramq
which his matters had planned.  The Ameiican councils
were compoi-d of men of toe much knowlcdge angd ex e-
Hence aot to didfcern that the men of Fracce would be ins
tox:cated with the ideas of liberty, which were «5 little
~uadedtood in France as i Algicr: j ana that nothing but
a thoruugh kmowicdge of the true principles on whicn the
happinefs of 1acicty dep:nds, joined with great expeii=
ence, cculd everteach them. L'hcygave them every
prvilege within the hauis of a newtral ftation, and (n.
deavored by tne mofi tsiendiy and corciliatory mealur 4
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to conrvince them that the happinels and profperity of A-
metica greatly depemded, ontaking that ground. Bug
French hayghtinels was not to be fatisfied with principle,
They had now formed a party in Ameiica, who became
obfequiays to their withes. This party, from that mos
ment, have never ceafed to revile our own government, and
to oppofe every mealure adopted for defence. If Robelpierre
and Tallcyrand, whole ads o! cruelty and murder would
blacken the pages of favaze harbg-ity, had bcen reprefens
tatives in qur national lcgiflacure trom. rhe French govern-
ment, their cayfe could n thave been better adyocated.

AMoNG the many objects of their execration I will
mention : few: Thec Britifh treaty, on which the alarn -
was fiilt founded with f1 much vehemence from one end
of the union to the cth r, what has heen the eff:et of it?
His any mortil heard of any evil cccafioned by it, except
th.t France and her partizans have been difgufted by it}
And what then? Ought not the freedom and happinefs of
A nerica to Le conluited ? [ do not propofe this queltion,
to have it anfw.red oy the ¥French party : But [ afk it of
men,wh have fought to cftaslith the independence of their
caunt:y, of men who are cultivating their furms to obtain .
their fupport.  Among thefe I have frop myinfaacy re-
fided. and krow theirintegriry, which I revere. Has the
trcaty with Britain contravened any article of agreement .
with Feunze ? And theic nght to obj:@t to it,never egifted.
Commercial men hav: approved ot it,who are principally -
governed by it. My foul would abhor any connection
with great B:itaim, or any other narion on earth, which
could not be jitified on the prefent principics of Ameri—
can fafety and freedom.  But vhat wz thould be obliged
to afk leave of France, whetner America may form com-
mercial regulatins with any nation w:th whom her citi-
zcas have intercon fe, isa degrce of d-gradatien, ta which
I pray God, America may never fubmit,

Txe ahien and fedirion laws have allo heen execrated by
the F.ench part.gans. The legiflatares of the States which
Lave had a feffion fince thole laws were pafld, (Virginia |
and Kcontuck.y excepied) have expreflsly declared theic
apptobation of them ; npt only as conftitutional hut as.
expedient and neceflary.  Should it be demanded what
18 their ufe, the anfwer is at h'anq. The alien law was ex.,
rrefsly provided to remove foreigners, who by their hof.



tile pradtices bad render:d their refiilencein Americt dan.-
gerons to-our-independence ;- precifely fuch men, as have
L:e.n tbe priciple infiruments in overturning every re-

publican government in Europe, & are avowelly enemies

to that erder both in rel:igicns and clvil affairs; which the:
God- of natu-e has #i@at-d to men in civil fociery, not

only bv creation, bui ny the expiefs revelation ot his will,

. as nrceflacy to prelz. ve even the appearance of the focial:
flate.— L he purpofes for which: the feditionlaw was made

arc cgeially cbvi. us, to paevent falfihood and impcfition,

ahd tv punifh perfons who fhould be guilty of ti.em.

Such p-risns as fhovld be guiity of fpeuk ng or pub-
Iil]zing faife, fcandalous. I'be:lous things againtt the mem.

bere ot goveroment,. with a maliciius ntent to defame
and rend=r them cdious, and ex -1t feditius practices a-
wong the paeple.  Fhe malice and ful:hh-od conttitute

the ciim- ; and on pioot oi the tiuth 3 the things fpclke
en: «rpublith-d, by law the accuf-d i dilcharged. A1

fo- ot theu d 1 have thought that a luw puniihicg men for
nurcering thedir teilow creatures, fhould be confidered:
en a3 gient of the treedem ot mew'’s ~Etions, as pun-

tth-n. the toyl crime ot wiliully d:flemiaa‘ing falthod and:
a! uie, fhou v ve co-fidered as an abtidgment of the libeity
of {fpcech ur < f the prefs.

T e 1moerteca noof man fukjects fiim to in«poﬁtien,_'
ard the cry of hiberty and patrioiilm too often covers the',
bafe detigns of a corrupt hesrt. ard teo fr guently give
to meB confequence, who like Judas for thircy pieces of
fuver betrayed his Lerd and Saviour 3 5 would they for
@ {m+il reward facrifice the independence of their country..
Toavoid the evilr cccaiioned. by the exertivns of fuzn
men, to pe vert the meaflues of gowernment from the
true and legitmate pitv.cijples ¢n which the tatety of fo-
Ciely depends, fuch meulures will be reforted to as wil! ef-
tecivilly counteract the evils defiyned.  In the execution
Oi {uch meafures the minds of men too frequently become
heated. aid witt.out examination adopt the fentim 'nts of
Lie micft noify and prefl:gate.  The wifdom ot men would
be to examine with candur, and inveltigte ev ry fubject
1o its fou-ce,and decide with accuracy ar.d impartiality on
every meafuie, on which ther irtereft and happinels de.
Jego. 1 revariery ofrel .tiorsin which every individual
1 loclety lands, smpoles this as a fulenin duty,  Aad the
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true interefts ~f A nerica as a nation poff:Rag freedom,
and wifh'ng its cont'nuance, will enforce it.

WE are firuated far trom Europe, wh.re the paffin for
war fcems to pred minate. We are ig nofl-ffin of a
country with fuch u variety of fiil and’¢limite as rto be
able to raifz on our owa A nerican gz ourd, alm it ev.
ery thing neceflary tor the common crmforts of life, or
even its luxuries. € uld Americ prelerve peace aithall
nations, and when the ravagss of war depepulize Eurnpe
euter her ports without danger, Liow interettinz wouid be
the evenl f Thefe ferm to be the blefli .gv which hesven
dcfign:d for the people of th: Ulited 3.ates . Arda norh-
tng but the want of a mitioml uranimity, has prevented
their enj ying them long before th's.  But to 'naks thefe
blefli :\gs perman-nt in A nerica a national character mud
be eftablith=d. Not as a nation cap'ious of her righrs,
but determined d.libe ately and perf:veringly to detend
them, it is our bufincfs when injuries and infults are of.
fered us by any power, with firm and (teady mcafures to
purfue redrefs ; and it the meafu es pcin:ed out by .e:-
fon fail, to extirp te f-- m our land and coalts every nution:
that dare invade our rights.

How conftintly have our great and good prefidents,
WasHINGTrON and ADAM3, exerted th>mlelves to prefervs
pcac- in America? M:n whofe lives have been devoted
to the fervice of their country, and whofe meafures have
been marked with the greoat=t prulence and wifdom,
Their ¢ nlugt delerves the gratirude and applavfe of eve.
ry treeman 'n Amcrica. Their excriions to maintain
peace have been uneximpled.—D.ificulties had ex fted
with G.e:t Britain, ever fince the wir with that mition,
Others had aril-n which became intolerablz, and threxren<
ed the mott violent hoftulities. An envoy was appointed
with competent powers to 2 ‘ju’t ex fting difputess UThe
rcfult his been mentioned.—Spain has territory lyin
c nrigucus to the United States : Quieftions arofe rclgo
pecling the rights cf th: two nat.oue, and occafioned dif-
pites, which tor a time wore a {rrious alpe@; but they
have been amicably adjitted. —With Francs, repeated.
hav: been the atrempts tor peacs 3 and in fome inftances
tiie . ft fudmiffive meafures to obrain an audience of that
gevernment, have been adopted, but withsut fuccéls,
They biave plundered us of our wealth, excited infurrece
t:ons ag4inkt our government, and thiestened cven the an.
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pibilation of our independence. By the aid of their di- |
plomatic fkill, joined with their party here, they have
boafted that they would revolutionize cur own govern.
ment. - This party.have juflified th-ir infinuations by the
mot vindiftive virulence, and cuatrageour falthnods circa.
lat=¢ againd cur g-virnnent: aprroving evon of the
mott vile and brut:l condu, of wh'ch the French gove
etnment have been guilty; condu® too d:fgraceful to
nz2me on this anniverfary of our independence.

NoT1EING is more common than to hear this party
boaft, that it F.aace thould invade us, they would be the
fisit to oopote and figh: them. The expericnce.nf eviry
nation ip Evrope contiadi@s rheir afieron.  Jult fuch
fighting z=alo:s werz in Holland : Ju@ fach fizhting zcal-
o's warein Venice @ Jult fuch fach fighting z:alore were
in Geneva: Ju't fuch fighing 2 2lots were 1n Switzer-
land, Sardinia and Naples, whoboafted .f their patriotifm,
eourage ard brivery. But the moment the French army
arrived w_thin their territory, o the difgrace of humanity,
they poired them 2nd fought their own ccuntrymien @ and
are cow riotirg cn the plander wr=fted from the pefleffin
cf the honel indult:ious laborer. Let Americans I ck
into the rccords of tie deft-uction of thefl: nati~ns, and
learn the truth of theic aflertions, before their liberties
fha!l be configned to the abedes of delpotifin.

To ule argum=nts with m:ndevoted to the intereft and
views o/ France, determined that religion and Liberty fhrll
havs an end in Ansiica, would be futile. Thele m:n a-e
implacable in their views, and nothing can fave them trom
th=jal indignasion due to traites, and the deftroyers of
humman happiacs =—=Bat 85 thiele mea who are ot con-
vinc:o of the corupt condudt of the French government,
audac oppafec to cur own from a conviltion anfing
from the fiife 1eprefentaiicns of the French pa:tizans,
cur breafts cught to fecf compaflion. But even to ih &
men, firge the moft undeniable p-ools exiily of tire hof-
tile defign of the Freneh nation againit nur hiberties, thould
the continue their oppofition to our goverament, that
G- o who has been bountifulin hisgilts to fallen man, has
never requiced charity to be extended. An irjired coune
tiy can never permit them toeicapeajaft punifhmenr, '

LET us he vem:nded ot the obligutions we are under to
the author i ail wercies, who infpised our forefathers
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wih refclution to crofs the wije Atlantic, where they
could form celonies for ithe worthip of Gop according ta
their cobfciences 3 that hé ercircled them with hig pre<
fcnce and protection ; that he caufcd them to increale ify
nun ber, beyund human calcul'ti n: That he at all times
of difficulty aad diftruft, caufed his guardian ange's to
protc& and dJdefend them ; and that at a timie when it be-
came neccfTary for their happinefs to be f¢parated from
their m.ther country, he ¢-ndudted their arniies to {uccefs
and victory, »nd enabl:d them to become an iadependent
n.tion ; that Le cuufled wifdom an. knowledge ts be dife
seminated amorg all ciders of rmen ; and that he has give
en fo us their delcendants, a govern:ucat, where th: true
principles of reprefentation are cleaily difplayed in 1he
great body of the people, front whence 2!l authority flows,
and at ftated periods rerurn.  This is a privilege granted
only tothe pcople of America,  There is rot anothef pa-
ticn on €arth, where this right remains exclufively to the
peojle. Let.ur gratitude «/cend to the author of 4l mer-
cics, that we purticipate im the rights ot a people; who
Gn.er his providence gov-rnihiemfelves,

SHALL the peopls @f Americd let the fyren fong of an
irfidious foreiga toe divert them trcm the truc point on
which th:ir h.ppine’s avd intersf depends:, and rob
trem of th e puvl:ges which were given to them by
tha: G p who desls bounnfully to his veaple.  Thofe na-
tiors who deny his providence he permits to perith. And
Whetler thar v nudence vhich has if ried its foftering
caic to America, did not permit the Fieach Direetcry to
hayden their hearts to ve'ule cur monil~rs of peice, ta
trevent the conttgious cffects ot their baneful inflaence
rom cotfapting hie miads of the peopls of the Uaited
Statcs, we will fubmnit ta the candid coqairy of the free-
fien of Am=rica.

- Citzonsof the Uniicd Starer,

LeT cus goversment be ref e cied, as the organthrough
which the fentiments of ¢enr vty are conveyed to eacl
individual,  Let thre liws b2 ref v 22d, and carricd into
etfect.  fn thic, each individioad in {¢izty has an cqual
fntereft, By the liws ot our couatiy the life and
propurty of every citizen are guarantded to him,
#rd whoever vioistes them becomes guilty before the
puslic ibuail ; and ual:fi the criin nal raceives the juit
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sun Thment provided by law for his offence, pp‘»ﬁc jqfo
tice is cutraged, order ceafes, and anarchy with all 1ts
‘banetu! horro:s fucceed: !

‘1 0 our mili-ary triends we will fuggeft the importance
cf their ftation in fociety. To them 18 committed, under
the dire@ion of our government, the protection of our
- irdep:rdence againft foreign invafion, and internal
infurrectons,  The experience neccffary to  render
yourfcives comletely ufetul to your couniry, necefla-
tily requires a devoticn of lome part of y ur ume; for
which, may ycu be completely compenfed, in the
gratetul acknowledgment ot your approving ecientry.
Sheuld the puriod arrive when you may be called into the
fichd. to exert your military talents, may you, ugder the
ccmmond « f that able and expericncea general who has,
uncer the Gd ot Armies, been the military and political
favicur et our country, march to v-& ry snd fuccefs; and
teach thofc nations who care to icvade us, a leffon of pru-
dence ¢ that althougbh the Amer.cans with to cultiva{g
friencthip with ail r-ations, and thut the banners of peaces
may torever encucle them s yet that their {ons are fole
diers, ard that the army w.ich meets with them, mecty
with rheir deftructron,

My tel'ou Ct.zens,

~ Tus t.kens ct piotpe ity in our agricultural concerns,
call upon us all to gve an able fupport to our govein-
ment, that the bieflings ot peace and trar quility may be
preferved.  May the precious bloed which has flowed
trom our departed ftriends, and heroes, to purchale the
treedem which we erjoy, never upbraid us with faerifi-
cing thofe liberties t., the demon of faction, or of barteiing
them for ¥French defpotifm.

To that Biing who -exalteth one naticn and hum-
tlcth another, and agreesble to his fovercign pleaf-
ure diftiibutes his bleflings to narions and individuals,
ay cur gratitude and adoration afcend for his liberality
to Averica.  And under his guidance and care, may the
Jibeities commited to us by cur venerable anceftors. to-
gether with the additions which his bountitul hand has
made to us, be handed down from generation to generas

tion, a perpetual inheritance to his favorite people of the
United Statea,

-2



Tbe GENIUS of COLUMBIA:
AN ODE

FOR *HE FOURTH OF JULY, 1799,

Wiitten by the Henorable TimoTuy Tobpb,

I.
S down a dark vallcy with fhadows furrounded,
Columbia {at mufing § in mourniag her bays,
With anguifh and {ur1ow her thoughts were confounded,
And {adly defpordent ft e trus 1un’d her lays :
# My mind, oh how gicomy ! how poignant my pain,
¢ Oppréfl.on approachies, and war jo.ns her I'xain,
. 11,
¢ P1oud Gallia with {pecicus pretences is trying
* My rights to ufurp, wkilft my bolcm (Fe maims
¢ Betore her dicad arms lurid nauons are flv ng,
¢ Whilz others admit withieiubtance her claims :
“ Who wulmir, are her flavese—who refitt her are flving
* Luft, vower and cominion, have jein’d in her Tratx,
I11.
Thus lamentirg her ills nor icarce feeking rolisf,
Her G:n:us approach’d her in Iplendor and {miles ;
% Colurmbia, uow banifh ycur cares and your grief,

¢t For vain ars French eflons, and furile their wiles

¢ No longer their piraces fhall ravage the main,
“ For hravely your feamen willl join mn your Trary,
1v. *
% With fafety and vigor, your commerce seviving ¢
“ Your fhips again beldly aie ploughing the feas
“ Frem brvels snd ccuwisge, yout 1ons a1 dariyirg
s T he bliisfal pofleflien of treedum and eale:
Y our rights to oic Ucean they’ll preudly maintain,
¢ Fur conquefi ane Truxyon have join'd 1o your Taapws
Ve
Lo, great are the bleflings, y ur trade g preparing,

& For the firergth of your empiie—the tidors of land &

% T he geld of your merchasts yeur farmers wiil (bate i,

¢ Ard iillage and cemaseice acvance hand in hand:
¢ No rere thall Lind fac-fons tierr dilceiG matntata,

“ b1 Wifdom s @ ADAKS have join’d in your TRaine
Vi
 Shculd ervy praveke, or fheuld corgaeft alicre
© ‘I he {u1-s of old Gaul 10 deicend on viour cualty
% Your rights flaall 1emain uninpa’d zi:d tecure,

s For legient of Frremen wil] add to your boic; .
© Wik arms ahd with atéap ey ' feonr the dire t nlaidy
“For Clory and Wasiingron join in your Lralse

V1ii,
“ Tken rife, blels’d Columbia your fafery zttend,

¢ Uaite all vour childien in concord and 1%¢ 5

¢ ] et wide c'er your empire, religicn exiens

¢ Free under your baanary, {ecwaly theay’i miwve j
o Then atheif's may thieaten to congusrim voitt,

S For JRAVVIR's brigh: a-mies wil jainn joar Toarg,”?





