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Wisdsor, July 7th, 1816,

SIR,

At the reguest of the fepublican citizens present at the celebration of tke 4th
inst. the Committec oi Arrangements return you tac th2nks of the meeting for
your elegant and patriotic Oration, delivercd on that occasion, and request the fa-
vor of a cony for the press.

The €ommittee are happy, Sir, in having this opportunity ¢f cenveving to vou
their high sense of the merits of that performance, aud oi recewing to you the as-

surance of their esteem. .
Respectfully, Sir, your obedi¢nt servantss

ASA AIKENS, 7
SAML PATRICK, Ir. %“Committe:.
‘ _ THO. BOYNTON, S
Carr, SeLrecx OsBorv.

Windsor, July 10, 1818.

GeENTLEMFN,
I am grateful fer the good opinion which you and others of my fellow-citi-

zens bave been plcased to entertain of this production. I yicld It to your disposal 3
though I fear it will gain nothing 3n your eéstcem by a closer inspection,
I am, gentlemeny with sincere respect, your humble servant,

SELLECK OSBORIH,

Messs, Asa Aixens,
Sam’t Patricr, Ir. SCommittee.

Tuos. Bovnrox,




AN

ORATION.

AMERICANS!

IF a recurrence to paft hardiliips and dangers,
and the means by which they were borne and {ur-
mounted, fortifies the mind asainft defpair, and
refrefhes 1t with rational hone—If a grateful remem-
brance of Divine protection lifts us froma fervile
human dependence to a moble and exalted dependence
upon Him, whofe bonds are freedom; and whofe
yoke 1s liberty indeed—If the conicioulnefs of well
doing, and of manly perfeverance in the perilous
trials of patriotiim, tends to enlarge the heart and
infpire it with magnanimous coniidence—then, fac-
red 1s the motive of this aflemblage, and moft falu-
tarv may be its operation upon ouj hearts, '

Our reading, and our ofervation, make usacquaint-
ed with the feafls of Baccbazilians, the grofs 1ndul-

gences of animal appetite, uncornected with mosal .

or fentimental cnjoyment.  Our bopes and our jfaith
teach us to afpire to nobler pleafures, to the feftivity
of mind, to “‘the feaft of Krafsnz, and the low of
Souzl.”>  As we arenot [fiv.grs, we {purn the mere
groflnefs of the former—as we are not angels, we can
hope for but a portion of thelatter.  Our characlers
and our paflions are mixed ; and our feftivals, tobe
enjoyed, muft be adapted to the blended appetites
of the moral and the natural men.

'To me, and my coadjutors in this houfe, falls the
duty of adminiftering to the nobler propenfities of
our naturc. Would to heaven my means were pro-
portionate to my will; you who come to be amufed,

;
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siould go awzy nftructed ; you who come iy

Oppoﬁtnon {hould dcpart u'uted you who come

from curiofity, fhould go away m reflection ; and

you who come to jpend the time, fhould lcave mc
vith a determination to mmproze it.

You have Juﬁ heard pronounced from this deflz,
the folemn declaration, by which the illaftrious Con-
grefs of 76 pafled the rubicon—not like Cefar, tc
enflzve, but llkc intreptd patriots, to emancipate,
their country. I fincerely hope it has not fallen upon
your ears like feed upon barren ground, but that 1t
has led your minds te a profitable refle€tion upon
the caufes which led to, the {pmrit which di&ated,
and the circumflances which accompanied that im-
portant meafure. |

Forty years ago this day, when this effufion of re-

ublican energy was announced to a {firuggling and
almeft defpairing people, how few could entertain a
confident hope, for themfelves or their children, of
realizing the happmcfs and glory which, as a nation,
we now enjoy i How obfcure and perp]eyed was the
patriot’s path—how palpable and appalling the im-
pediments that obftructed it ! Menaced by the nu-
merous and z5en mvmable navy, defeated and har-
vafled-by the veteran armies, and obnoxious to the
high-wrought anger, of a moﬂ formidable nation—
with nothmg but a nominal government, an irregu-
lar and flu&uating military force, meagre and dubi-
ous funds, and the untried firmnefs and fidelity of a
fcattered peop] to meet the approaching lhock-—
How tranfcendent muft have been the courage of
thofe heroic {pirits, who dared to hurl the ’mumlu
againit fuch antagonifts, and {tuke theix fives up-
on a chance, appareutly fo defperate !

Prominent as this declaration is in intrin{ic merit ,
beld and commanding as it founds at this hour of na-
tional fecurity, in this peaceful country, under this
confecrated roof,after this lapfe of years, and amongft
tbe friends of its principles; what muft have becn

tiie admiration it excntcd whcn intrepidly pronoun.
ccd before the cananon’s movth in the bour of nationa
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al calamity, in the face of a powerful and vindi&tive
enemy ! How noble and dignified appears that un-
charterec congrefs, on the page of hiftory ! Undaunt-
od, incorrupfible and difinterefted, penurious in
words, but Iiberal and rich in deeds, 1t was indeed,
as fuch a body thould ever be, the faithful organ of
the people whom 1t reprefented. Its members de-
iiberated with halters about their necks, and legif-
lated under the gallows ; yet they ftood erect in the
proud confciouinefs of duty, though furrounded
with difficuities moft perplexing, and perils moft
imminent. 7TZzy were not moved by the very body
and reality of pszeer ; much lefs, like fome of their
degraded fucccllors, by its mere thadew and ccun-
terfeit, by the empty menaces and 1idle brawling of
faction. | o

In thatday of glcom and uncertainty, when the
aged parent looked upon his children with anxious
doubt whether he was recaring a race of freemen or
of {laves—could onc glimpfe of brilliant futurity
have croffed his fight, what ferenity would 1t have
o1ven to the evening of life—what cheering rays fhed
on his lonely path to the grave ! Could the wound-
ed and dying patriot, while the laft throbs of life
beat for his courntry, and his lait faltering accents
enjoined his fons te live or die like freemen, have
had a prophetic view, like Mofes from Pifgah, of
the bleilings, denied to himfelf, but fecurcd to his
children —Could he, with the ‘eye of faith, have
viewed, as I do in this houfe, 2ge, cheerfully con-
fcious of paft ufefulnefs, contented with the prefent,
and elated with hopes of the futuie—manbood, ripe
and mature, exuliing in the fullnefs of facvlty and
enjoyment, the pillar of the ftate, the exampleand
the thicld of the rifing generation—youth, ardently
cmulous of the virtue, the patrictifm and the fame
attained by others—and éeauzy, virtuous and accom-
vlithed, the moft powertul incentive to manly am-
bition—all, free, happy and grateful, aflembled
here to commemorate the heroilm of our fathers,and
the goodrefs of heayen—would not fuch a {cene in
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his imaginaiion have blunted the keeneft arrow an:d
iweetened the bittereft cup of death ? Would not all
the fufferings of himfeii and his fellow patriots have
feemed light and trivial, when compared with the
ineftimable bleflings of which they were the price 2

What could not have been revealed to the revolu-
tionary {ufferer without a miraculous exhibition,
may always, 1n times of national calamity, be made
vifible to us by the light of experience.  When our
libertics may be affailed, however formidable the ag-
greflor, and howcver inaufpicious, upon human cal-
culation, may be our profpect of refiftance ; we have
only to recurto the gloomy period of 76, and the
difbiculties which then furrounded our caufe ; to im-
itate the intrepid patriotifm which furmounted them
—and the aid of prophetic vifion will not be necz{=
fary to thew the refult.

Forty years ago, this day, my friends, fome of
you who have juft moved to the {ound of the fefiie
drum, heard that inftrument beat the midnignt a-
larm, that called you from your repole to the re-
newal of oft repcated dangers. You, who ze<0 hear
the harmlefs canron only as the fignal of rejoicing,
then {aw 1t charged with death, levelled at youy
breafts. and fired by the hand ot remorfele{s tyran-
ny. You, who 7zow proudly exult in the charaéter
of free citizens of a nation; whoic¢ deeds have afton-
ithed the world, were 75en denounced as rcdels, ftig-
matized as cowards, and hunted as owzlawes.  “That
forbearance which endeared you to the friends of lib-
erty, expofcd you to the derifion of tyrants, who had
no idea that you would dare to raife a finger againft
the ““world’s laft hope”—and wlio, no deubt, believ-
ed that you ‘‘could not be kicked into a war |’—The
cvent proved that they knew you not. When attack-
ed, you refifted.  You declared yourfelves indepen-
dent, and {olemnly pledged your lives and fortunes
to fupport the declaration, Then 1t was that you
were firft accufed of waging *‘a wicked, unjuft, un-
neceflary and unnatural war 1> There was fuppoted
to be femething next to facrileze in refifting ““the
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btilwark of our religion,” in alienating youtfelves
from “‘the faft anchored i{le”’ of Britain. Yourime
mortal leader was profcribed asan “‘arch rebel ;*” and
he was loaded with every appeliation of reprcach,
excepting that of *“F7igiiran’—which improvement
in opprobious language was referved fcr the more
copious vocabulary of modzriz faltion.

But for a rare combination of caufes, fuch as oc-
curs but once in a courfe of ages, you had ftill been
{laves, with the additional ftigma of rcbellion—vyour
illuftrious leader would have perifhed ignominioufly,
without even the reputation of a martyr ; and man-
kind, without the guidance of your example, and
- the encouragement of your {fuccefs, might have grov-
elled on for ages to come, acquiefcing in the “*divine
right of kings,” ignorant of the power as well as
the rights of a brave and virtuous people. Asithas
tefulted, however, the tyrants of the earth; though
they may occafionally fhut their eyes againft expe-
flence, cannot be wholly blind to theleflon you have
exhibited for their warning : and their fubje(ts,
though incapable of appreciating at once your exam.
ple, cannot fail gradually to imbibe the principles
which ac¢tuated, and the wif{dom which guided your
efforts.

In this extenfive view of the fubje&, bave we not
a3 a nation, a claim to other merit than merely that’
of aflerting the rights of our own country ? May
not the congrefs who promulgated the declaration of
Independence, and the peop/s whofe voluntary {ubor-
dination fupported the meafure, be eonfidercd as the
benefacors of mankind, as the champions of hu-
man rights, as the apoftles of that liberty which
muft ultimately pervade all nations ?  For my part,
I cannot but confider the [pirit of that declaration as
the germ of future revolutions, which thall difpenfe
happinefs even to remote nations, long after we and
our children are configned to our native duft ; and,
#serbaps, long after this grear republic fhall lofe its
1dentity in a conftellation of free and powerful gov-
croments !
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This fpirit is the eflence of all tnat gives ftrength
and happinefs to a nation. It is derived from an
enlightened view of the rights of mankind—an ar-
dent attachment to the czufe of liberty ; and a tho-
rough and general conviétion of the juftice of that
caufe—that confidence 1n each other, general among
the people, and mutual between them and the gov-
ernment of their choice, which arifes from {uch con-
viction—that unity of fentiment and effort which
ufually binds men a&tuated by the fame principle—
and that firm reliance on divine protection, which
arrays moral againft phyfical flrength, and arms
perfeverance againft defpair.

To cherifh this {pirt, fellow citizens—to inecul=
cate the principles which impelled to the achieve-
ment of Freedom, and which alone can contribute
to its prefervation, fhould be the leading obje&t of
this celebration. QCur exultation in the glory of our
revolutionary exploits fhould not be out of vainboaft-
ing, but to excite emulation, Our triumph in the
defeat of eur enemies fhould not be to prepetuate
animefity, but to in{pire courage and confidence
within ourfelves. The overbearing {pirit of our for-
mer tyrants, and late enemies, fhould not be held
up as a flimulus to revenge, but as a beacon to
warn us of danger.

To remiad each other of the perils we have efcap-
ed, and how they were averted—to enjoy together
the advantages we have obtained, and aflift each
other gratefully to remember whence they were de-
7ived—to enhance our bleflings by participation—to
promote congeniality of fentiment by temperate
convivial intercourfe; are objects worthy of this
hallowed feftival. 'T'o exceed thefe would but tend
to the corfuption, to come thort would but evince
the degeneracy of our manners.

It is not neceffary for me to recapitulate the cvents
of that arduous confli&, which refulted in the eftab-
lithment of our independence. in the ¢con{ummation
of that important meafure which we are affcmbled
to commemorate. Some of you have perfonally
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thared in its hopes and fears, and partaken of its
hardthips and dangers. All of us have dwelt with
fympathetic intereft on the hiftoric page which has
recorded your deeds under the feal of immortality. ==
Never, whilft one fpark of patriotifm lights the al-
tar of freedom, while one verdant leaf remains on
the tree of liberty, thall we ceafe to remember the
toils and perils you encountered in ourbehali ; the
firmnefs with which you met the hoftile bayonet ;
the integrity with which you {purned theallurements
of pardon, prote@ion and reward, that tempted you
to abandon our caufe, even when its unpromifing af
pe&t would almoft have excufed your defetion.—
Beloved and venerated fathers of your country !
Long may your defcendants fet apart this day, for
an anrual tribute to your fublime virtues ! Though
patriotifm thould expire.and liberty wither—though
anarchy and defpetifm fhould overwhelm this land
of freedem ; ycur 'aurels would furvive the defola-
tion, and {erve to mark the {pot where virtue once
triumphed, and where once flourifhed all that was
dignified in the human charater ! ‘Though degen-
eracy fhould wafte our nation, tyranny prowl amidft
the political defart, and the reptiles of corruption
hifs among the fragments of moral ruin-—your
names would ftand, like lonely columns, to thew
where men, ‘‘high-minded men”, once ftood ereé,
in all the majefty of their {pecies !

The prefiure of phyfical danger, in the revolution.
ary ftruggle, though great, was the leaft of your ca-
lamities ; and your fuccefsful refiftance againft it,
though glorious, the leaft of your merits.  You had
more formidable enemies than grenadiers, and more
~ deadly weapons than bayonets, to encounter. Your

perfonal attachments; your prejudices, your exalt=
ed eftimation of the Englifh charadter, all operated
in tavor of the mother country, and put the firm-
nefs and conftancy of principle to the fevereft trial.
But as ev;/, when fuccefsfully refifted, is often con=-
verted to good ; fo, the reluctance, arifing from thefe
prejudices, delayed your refiftance till the queftion

B
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was ripe for decifon. ‘The moral danger that befct
you was, that you would yze/d the point, or precipi-
tately adopt the laft refort.  Your reluctance to thed
the blood of vour fellow fubjets, led you to that
vigorous 7n¢2llef3ual conteft, thofe able and cogerit
reafonings, which render your memorials of that
time fo confpicuous in political hiftory.—You had
demonftrated to the world the juftice of your caufe ;
when your enemiés themfelves brought the queftion
to the arbitration of the fword, and attacked you;
juft as you bad entrenched yourfelves in that ftrong-
eit of all pofitions, your own confcioufnefs, and the
world’s convi¢tion, of the righteondnefs of you:
VIEws. |

The propenfity toluxurious indulgences, (thcugh
of this fin you had but little to account for) was an—
other moral danger that threatened you, and thig
was nobly met. Your rigid felf-deniai, 10 abftain-
ing from the ufe of Britith manufactures, and the
productions of Britith commerce, was not merely
Yeneficial on account of its diret operation on the
Britith intereft ; but it afforded an earneft of your de-
vetion to principle, and-capacity of endurance, that
prenifed every thing propitious, and cemented your
attachment to cach other.—Men who aflociate to
fhare in acquifitions, often quarrel about thediftribu-
tion ;- but men who affemble to emulate eact other
in {acrifices and privations, have the ftrongeft fecuris
ty foruniost. Each admires thatheroic fclf-denial of
the other, which is the fevereft teft of finceiity and
firmnefs ; and from this arifes 2 mutual confidence
which no external preflure can fhake, but every trial
tends to confirm.

Itis to be regretted that we cannot congratulate
outfelves on the ftriteft 1mitation of thofe Spartan
virtues—that a headflrong propenfity to felitth induls
gence has too recently clathed with the wifeft meaf-
ures of our government, and left us vuloerable to fore
cign aggreflion.

Great as was your perfeverance in that long and
avduous ccnflict;it was not unfhzken by an alarming
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svil, which is too prevalent in the humaa ‘emper:
I mean that impatience and reftlefInefs undes adver-
fity, which leads men to the moft erroneous conclu-
fions, fuggefts to them the moft prepofterous reme-
dies, and attributes disafter to evety caufe but the
true one.—In fome gloomy moments of your revo-
lution, when your illuftrious leader was almeft the
only man who cherifhed a hope of fuccefs, his mili-
tary policy was confidered as weak and indecifive ;
and you were within a fingle point of invefting the
brave but impetucus LEe with that important com-
mand, which was in the end fn gloriously fulfilled
by a WasuinsTon! Prepofterous as that defign
was proved to be by. fucceeding events, and fignal as
was our efcape from its completion, we have, fome
of us, profited but very little from the leflon, Ia a
fecond ftruggle for independence, we have, fome of
us, been prone to lay our misfortunes at the door of
our beft and ableft friends.—The fame {pirit that
would have configned a Wathington to oblivion and
difgrace, »nd railed an ambitious adventyrer in his
room, would bave depofed and ient a Madifon to
Elba, and placed in his ftation, it is difficult to fay
whom ; but certainly nota bet :r man. Much good
fortyne, and, I am willing to think, more good prin-
ciple, faved us in both cafes. Thefe, and otherin-
{tances which I fhall have occafion to mention, are
blemifhes in our national character ; byt they have
not obfcured our glory. ~ The fun itfelf is not with=
cut {pots, N |

I {peak not of thefe bicmithes as an enemy, to ir-
ritate ; but as a friend, to inftruct. A few inftances
of fatious error could not tarnith the luftre of the
many virtues which fuftained you through fuch fe-
vere and protracted trials: |

It would be idle vanity for us to meet for no other
purpofe but to inflate each other with felf fufficien-
cy. I felf knowledge 15 ufcful, we fhould not fhun
difagreeable truths, -

' Qur virtues would grow proud, if our faults
‘““ whipp’d them not; and our vices would defpair,
** if not cherifh’d by our virtues.” o |




I have {poken to you of the external and internal
dangers which affailed you, while prefled by a for-
eign enemy. | have left details to the proper pro-
vince of hiftory. If I dwell more upon the point 1
am now about to touch, it will be becaufe 1 have al-
ways confidered it as one of the moit critical in our
revolutionary hiftory ; one reflecting individual tur.
pitude moft ftrongly, and popular virtue moft brill-
1antly. It would feem almoft incredible, were there
any room for doubt, that after the extraordinary
proofs you haa given, during many years trial, of
your moderation, firmnefs and conftancy; there
thould be one mind fo perverted as o imagine you
capable of blotting, in one moment, the fair page of
your glory ; of demolithing, by one fudden act of
madnefs, the blood-cemented fabric, raifed with
years of toil! But, fuppofing you to partake of the
infatuation of the unprincipled mobs that led a So-
crates to execution, and banifhed an Ariftides by
oitracifm, fome evil genius, for a purpofe equally
evil, attempted to pradtice upon your minds, weak-
encd as they were fuppofed to be by {fuffering and
privation, and inftigated you to withdraw your con-
fidence from that congrefs which had been fo faith-
ful to your intereft ; deny their authority, and retain
your arms to overawe them ! And on what provoca-
tion ? Becaufe they had not wrought miracles; be-
caufe they had an empty treafury, exhaufted for
your benefit ; becaufe they had no philofopher’s
ftone, to make gold for the payment of their treops |
You fpurned the bafe propofal. You rallied round
your Wathington; you liftened to his affe&ing ad-
monitions ; and, with eyes ftreaming with fenfibility,
and brightening with patriotic virtue; {wore not to
terminate a long career of glory with an act of thame!
The bat:le had proved you brgve.  The lorg march,
in deftitute circumftances, had proved you patient,
Frequent adverfity had proved you perfevering. It
remained for this act to finith your character. It re-
mained for you, when your fufferings were {uch as
to make ordinary men ripe for acts of de{peration,
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and when addrefled by as fafcinating a pen as ever
appealed to the human paffions; to complete the
character of American citize’s, determined and wor-
thy to be free !—te crown your conquefls by an act
{uperlatively glorious—by « wvictory over YOUR-
SELVES |

Whether it was the fame fpirit of mifchief, ani.
mating other bodies, that appealed to the fordid
pafliens of the people on larer cccafions, 1 will
not take it upon me ablolutely to fay. 1 will not
pofitively aflcrt, that it was in this fpirit we were
exhorted, during cur commercial reftrictions, to fet
afide obnoxious laws, as unconftitutional ; to difre-
gard the national authorities, and prepare to refift
them by ““filver grey” armaments. I will not {wear
that it was this identical fpirit, that exhorted the
militia not to sake up arms during the laft war, or
to tzke them up for any purpofe but to repel the en-
emy—that infiigated the eftablifhment of ten thou-
fand flere regulars in Maflachufetts—that urged the
New England people to fecede from the union, and
form a feparaie peace with its enemies, and become
neutral in the caufe of their country! i will not in-
fift upon all this; but content myfelf with ocbferving,
that the zendency In both cafes was fimilar; and that
the refult in both cafes was as highly honourable to
the American peaple, as it was difgraceful and mor-
tifying to the inftigators. [ congratulate you, re-
publicans, that you had the moderation, in the lat-
ter cafe, not to give provocation Qr pretext tor vio-
lence. And I congratulate you, my federal {riends,
that few aof you had the folly te approve, and #oze
of you the temerity to execute, the threatened deeds
of treafon and civil war. ‘

The war ended, and hoftile alarms heard no more,
you reited in the fhade of vour laurels, and felt as if
cvery thing was finithed. But you was foon reminded
that there could be no gain without labor, and no
enjoyment without activity. You even then realized
what has fince been well exprefled by an eminent
arator,* that “‘the condition on which heaven gives

__® Curran, the Irifh advocate.
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liberty to man, i1s that of eternal wvigilance.”” ‘The
taflk of forming a new confliturion, whick might
affcct the happinefs of many ages, was a bufinefs as
cnical and delicate as 1t was important; and natu-
rally exercifed all the ingenuity of the ftatesman, and

11 the jealouly of the pcople. After much diverfity,
and, ultimately, great mutual conceflions, of opin~
lon, was eftablithed thai great national compact, the
ConstiTuTIioN—a word deftined to be the drudge
of talkers and writers for many fucceeding ages—to
be oiten ufed without meaning—to be alternately
prefled intothe fervice of powes to juftify oppreflion,
and of faction to countenance licentiousnets.

It was tortunate that the popularity of a Wathing.
ton gave vigor to the firfl exerciles of the infant go-
vernment, and reprefied the {pirit of party.

A g it formed thus, under the moft favor-
able aufpice,, anu adminiftered by men deeply rooted
in the hearts of the people, {eemed to be 10 fair pro-
grefs to all the perfection that can be expected from
human inftitutions.  But it was d<ftined to undergo
the fevereft trials from an eveat which has involved
the wnole civiiized world in its tremendous confe-
quences. The Frencan revelution in 1ts firt and
comparatively 1anecent itage, was joyfully hailed by
Americans, The enthufiaftic intereft in favor of the
iFrench people, which was manifefted in this coun-
try, without diftinc¢tion of party, was almoft bound-
lefs.  Even {o late as the year 1794, afier the reign
of Robefpierre, the great Waihington himfelf could
not refrain from expreflions of enthufialm—calling
the French ‘‘a wounderful pecple,” and exprefling
the warmeft withes for the fuccefs of their caufe.—
Even in Bofton, cannon were fired, bells rung, and
oxen roafted, in honor of French victories, by thofe
who have {ince begn moit ftrongly attached to the
Britifh intereft.  If ever ““French Influence” actually
exifted in this country, it was at that time. . drnold,
mdeed, 1mmediately after his defeétion, 1n an ad-
drefs to the American people, was the fi7ff who accu-

Jed the Americans of being under Erench influence;




15

and it has been repeated fince, with about as mach
truth, and from {ources equally pure !

If this zealous attachment to the French, during
the adminiftration of Wathington, was a weaknefs,
1t was an amiable one; the effufion of gratitude, and
of {ympathy for the oppreffed. It fubfided, as all
fuch exceflive natronzl attachménts thould do; but
unfortunately it vibrated to ancther eéxtreme, lefs
excufable in its motives, and mors pernicious in 1t$
confequences, The dream of {yn. pathy for repub-
lican Frarice was diflipated by the loud voice of 1n-
tereft. 'Fhe charms of a lucrative freight to Eng-
land, and a {educing return cargo of dry. goods, were
rivals too powerful not to preva:l, The ridiculous
carefles which had been lavithed by Boftonians on
petit maitre officers of the Freach navy, were judi-
cioufly transferred to Britifh factors, agents, and fu-
percargoes. Here, in a great incafure, originated that
“‘return to the wallowing in the mire,” the renewal
of that Britifh partiality, which had been interrupted
by the ji7# war of Independence.

If the Ifrael:tes were cen/{urad for wifhing to return
to the bondage of Egypt, for the {ake of the *‘ flefh
pots,” in the moment of famine and in the midft of
the wildernefs ; how would they have been reproba-
ted if they had evinced the fame degenerate defire af=
ter tafting the *“ milk and honey” of Canaan! In
the darker moments of our revolution, with the
hardfhips and dangers of the patriot’s life to repel,
and the comparative cafe and fafety of Britith pro-
tection to attract, there was {fome excufe for return—
ing to the *‘ fleth pots.” Rut, after enjoying the
iweets of Independence and free government, it was:
grievoufly furprizing to fee men fo greedy for the
‘“ leeks and onions,” as to be bound to Britith inter-
cfts and Britifh principles by the paltry ties of tape
and ribben ! ,

This change of national attachment led even to a
declaration of war againft 'rance, which might have
ended 1n uan alliance, oftenfive and defenfive, with
Fngland, had not a reu/ federalift, the venerable Ad~
ams, frufirated the mad ambition of his couniellors.
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It is mot neceffary, in this place, to rake iip the
condué of the ruling party in 179g9—1It is fufficieat
that the majority of the people, the grand conftitu-
tional inqueft, returned a verdiét againil them, and
placed the government in other hands. Moft of us
remember the ludicrous afpe& of political warfare
after that period. The government was oppofed be-
caufe Mr. Jefferfon wore red breeches, tied his owa
horfe to a peg, and had formerly fled tfrom an enemy
whom he had nomeans to refift, as Wafthington had
repeatedly done under the fame circumftances !

in the mean time, there was fo much fawning a-
round the lion ¢f England, that the proud animal
began to doubt whether we were of the fame fturdy
race which had once kept him atbay ; and very na-
turally made fome rude experinients, to afcertain how
much fpaniel blood had croffed our breed ! He was
amufed to find how hard he might gripe us with one
paw, while he reached us 2 Manchefter or Birmiug-
ham bone with the other ! In fhert, my friends, to
{peak without figure, I am beund to tell you the un-
pleafant truth, that England found, or thought {he
bad found, our avarice to be our ruling pafhon—
that the might impref(s, flog and thoet our citizens
with impunity, while her lucrative intercourfe {footh-
ed and cenciliated us ! fhe thought fhe had difcov-
ered that we would fell our very children, like the
unnatural favages of Africa, for gaudy tinfel and
paltry gew gaws. How much reafon fthe had for
this degrading opinion, you can judge as well as L.
At length fhe ventured to touch the mafter nerve.
In ranfacking our paockets, the gralped a heart-firing,
where, as much as fhe had calculated upon our zva-
rice, the hardly expeéted it.  Her {pchations upon
our property awakened the fenfibility which all the
groans of our enflaved feamen could not move. She
was ftartled for a moment at our fudden refentment;
but the {weet tafte of plunder but increafed her ap-
petite, and fhe determired to prefs Jonathan to the
very verge of his patience. In which the was encour-
aged by fome of our own very honefd politicians, who
declared that all this was *‘no effenual injury I
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The merchants. fx years before the late war, called upe
onourgovernmentto refift thefe aggreflions,and pled.
ged themfelves to fupport it in any meafure it might
think *“expedient.” How that pledge was redeemed,
was feen when the government thought it ‘expedi-
ents to adopt commercial reftriCtions, preparatory to
war. It wason this occafion that refleting pol-
iticians, who had long been but two well convinced
of the increafing mercenary difpofition of our coun~
trymen, firft {aw it in its fulleft and moft alarming
extent. Itwas then that they beheld this moral
gangrene,having deadened almoft every fibre of the
commercial limb, menacing the very vitals of the
nation. Even you, Republicans, muft not apply
all this cenfure to your neighbers in oppofition. —
Even you, ‘who, not without reafon, corfidered
yourfelves as fome of the capital organs of the body
politic, were at leaft remotely affe@ed by this mala-
dy. Yes, you, republicans, who fearcely looked for
danger except from iingland—as well as you, fed=-
éralifts, who knew no evil but Bonaparte, as fick
men in delirium fancy all their pains to be inflicted
by their enemies—you were very little or not at all
fenfible that a greater evil than either was corrupt-
ing yeur own fyftem. All the powers of Europe
combined in hoftility could not be fo dangerous as
the encroachments of this moral poeifon upon decli=
nu;_g patriotifm, |

‘ew have forgotten the unequivocal fymptoms
of this difeafe, as exhibited during and enfuing the
commercial reftrictions. Then was the golden har-
veft of political quackery. Your real danger was
concealed ; your imaginary perils aggravated. You
were pleafed with the palhatives of empyries, but
dreaded the cautery and the knife, which alone could
operate a radical cure» You dreaded war—but war
faved you.

Bold as the doétrine may appear—and ftartled as
you may be at the found ; I declare it as my folemn
belief, founded on ftri&t obfervation and careful de-
dudtion, that nothing but a war could have revived

the dging principle of patriotifm in our country ;—
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would have ruined the nation paft redemption.—
Witnefs our drow{y movements during the firft yea?
of the war. If lefs than thirty years of peace had
fo befottéd us, that we could fcarcely be roufed to
action with war at our doors and tne bayonet at our
breafts ; what muft have been the accumulated fa~
por of ten years more of indulgence. Waris dread-
ful ; and fo is a fever ; but the one is as natural an
effort of the political, as the other is of the natural
body, to throw off caufes hoftile to its-exiftences A
comparative view of the approach and commence-
ment of the wars of 1776 and 1812, here forces it-
felf upon me. In the former cafe, you bore taxation
for many years ; but flew to arms at thé firft delib-
crate act of bloodfiied; in the latter, you bore im-
preflment,floggings, and repeated murders; but firft
began to think ferioufly of war only when your pack-
efs were plundered by rulte. Fa the former cafe, Eng-
lIand claimed your allegiarice—fhe profefled to at
upon principle—and yet you met the firft ad of war
as ohe man_ with union and vigor, In the latter
cale, the exceeded her former provocations, without
even the pretext of principle, avowedly upon the
wround of ‘*expediency ;* and yet your firft a¥s of
war were languid 2nd difaftrous, Donot thefe cir-
cumftances confirm what I have faid of the apathy
you had contraéted towards every thing but the for-
did purluit of gain ; and it is further eftablithed by
the fact, that'in proporiion as you were'weaned trom
this purfuit, your native {pirit revived ; everv came

paign increafed the terror of your arme.

‘It isnotin the fnarling fpirit of a'cynic that I in<
dulge myfelf’in this language of reproof. Ifit is
enquired why I dwell upon thefe faults, the anfwer
1s, to hold ap the Ictfon of experienceé-—that you
miay remeriber, that unlefs you watch and trim the
veftal lamp of pairiotiim—unlefs you cultivate pub-
li¢ {pirit, and in time of péace qualify yourfelves for
war—unlefls you keep yeurfelves awake to the inter-
efts of your country—Providence, more careful than
yourfelves of your rights, will not fuffer you to doze
¢.1 a precipice ; but will wake you with qgony !




19

One of our national war attitudes, if perfonified
and painted, would exhibit a {trange mixture of the
horrible and the ludicrous. It would reprefent A~
merica, prefenting a piftol to an enemy with- her
right hand, and feeding her with her left | An army
of foldiers fighting him in one diftrict ; and a band
of fraugglersdriving cattle to his lines in ancther ! |
This was fome of the precious fruit of that avarice
and {peculation o profitably cultivated  during 30
years of peace | , | .

But, my country, if I have probed your wounds,
I have done it but to heal. Far be it from me to
infinuate that my countrymen are worfe than other
nations. DBut they ought to be bester. ‘They have
more relponfibility. Liberal men ia every country
expect much from a nation which alene fuftains the
credit of ‘freedom. Neither do they expeét it wholly
in vain. If we have erred greatly, we have had
great temptations. We were {poiled by unexampled
profperity. While we were the carriers for all nations,
before the famous retaliating acts of England and
France, the world was in a manner triburary to us.
It is not in human nature to delcend contentedly
from plenty tq privation. Neither does the rich na-
bob draw the fword with the alacrity of the poor A-
rab. |

I turn with plealure from the dark to the bright
fide of your charaéer. 1 contemplate with preud
fatisfaction the humbled arrogance of the refllefs
difturber of the world. I am gratified that the phan.
tom of Britith naval invincibility is forever laid by
your hand, and no longer adds moral to her phyfi-
cal power. I delight to recollet that novel and af-°
tonithing exhibition on the theatre of theocean and
the lakes, on which the felf-ftyled {overeign of the
fea fo often {truck his ‘‘ meteor flag,” und clubbed
his fceptre. Severe bas been the retribution made
by England for her aggreflions, on the very element
where they were perpetrated. She has fuffered by
a flame of her own kindling. ** Sailor’s rights,”™
which the had outraged, were the words of the bat-

tle which wafted her. ~On the land, the war which
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tory and honor. At Erie, at Bridgewater, at Chip.
ewa, at Plattsburgh, at Sandusky and New.Or-
Jeans, has been retrieved the luftre of our arms, fo
fhamefully tarnifhed at Detroit and Caftine, On the
Britith frontier, and at the mouth of the Miffifippi,
the American militia have redeemed their character,
t‘llucked the hatd won laurels from the veterans of
c!lington, and gathered honors which were denied
to our brave New-England militia, by the ““ confti-
tutional “_;uples” of their governors| Wherever a
citizen of this land may fojourn, however confpicu-
ous his virtues, his talents or his rank, his greateft
diftin&1on will be the appellation of an AMERICAN.
Wherever an American thip may appear, no fupe-
riority of flrength, beauty oriwiftnefs will diftin-
guifl?'her like the ftarry flag that waves from her
peak |
~ Enwiable is the proud confcioufnefs ot the taithful
citizer, who can fay, ¢ I have contributed, I have
toiled, 1 bave bled tor this glorious confummatien 3
~«=—or; at leaft; I have not held back my neighbor from
‘the field ; I bave not hung a dead weight upon the
arm ot the government, nor withheld afhftance from
my country in the day of its difirefs.”

Upon ordinary calculations, we thould hope for a
Iong term of peace with England. We {hould ex-
pedt much from her fenfe of fuffering, if not from
her juftice. But England, amongft all the moble
3ualitics that diftinguith her national charaéer, fel-

om irncludes the wisdom that prcfits by paft errors.

- We were difsppointed in calcule:ing upon the lefy
-fons of Bunker Hill, Saratoga and Yorktown, as fe-
curities for her permanent forbearance ; as we may
be again, if we rely too much upon the late admo-
nitions fhe received upon the ocean, the lakes, and
the land. It is undoubtedly true, that the real intess
efts o” 7ngland would be beft confulted by cultivat-
ing peace with this country ; but hiftory is full of
the meiancholy inftances in which nations have loft
fight of their true interefts.—If the Englifh people
can once bring themf{elves to believe, that a mation

may be well governed, without a hereditary monar-

—abv and nnhilitv-~that 2 pation mav have wealth




anough for its happinefs without ngonopolizing the
commerce of the world—that a nation may be fufh-
ciently glorious without ufuiping the eccan, and re-
f; gcétable enough without anovergrown influence in
the concerns of foreign governments—nothing will
be plziner to them than the entire compatibility of
 dimericin profperity with their own. But while

Ingland unfortunately believes in the neceflity of a
king and nobility, nothing can appear more mif-
chievous to her than the example of our free and
liberal government, While the grafps at commer-
cial menopoly, nothing can appear mare odious than
the ftarry flag of America, waving in every fea and
cvery port of the world. While fhe feeks to feduce
cvery government to her purpofes, nothing can be
more mortifying than the repulfive coynefs and chill-
ing aufterity with which America treats her advan-
ces. While fhe makes naval fupremacy a part of
her happinefs, fhe may well be jealeus of the naval
growth of this country. Eogland free, liberal and:
moderate, has norbing—but Iingland defpotic, ava-
ricious and overbearing,has every thing,to dread from
America.— While revenge for the pait, and jealouly
of the future, continue to influence the conduct of
nations, it will be wife, while we yield her all the
favors and civilities of prefent friendfhip, to be on
our guard againft her poflible enmity.

FeLrow CiTizens '—This anniverfary finds you
blefled above all nations. Your Independence ftands
deeply rooted where it was planted forty years ago.
You have a {ree government, whofe ftability has trt-
umphed alike over the aflaults of foreign war and
domeftic diffention. Religion flourifhes ; education
continues to extend and improve ; and the richeft
bencfits of both appear to be in ftore for future gen-
erations. The God of the bharveft has been bounti-
ful beyond our merits; and. though he may occa~
fionally frown, he will not abandon us. Contrafted
with rhe nations of wurope, both conquerors and
conquered, every point of comparifan is in our favor.
You have lately retired viGorioufly from two fuce

cellive wars 3 one with a nation who had more powe
er than anv ather in tha warld ta annav ne. and the.
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laft with the moft formidablc of the Barbary pow-
ers, to whom all other nations are tributary. So
pre-emineat is the terror of your arms; that, withia
a few weeks paft, while Lorg Exmouth, with sx
Britifb Jb:ps of the line, and a proporticn of frigates
before Algiers, was ranfoming Chriftian {laves at a
bigh price—the diminutive American {quadron, 1n
the fame harbor, was defying the Dey, giving the
Jaw to his city, and wrefting from him privileges de-
nied to the Britith ! | |—If we have not fo much
gold as the Britith, we have that which ranfoms a
a flave without it. We have #nergy, and we have an
éxalted national characler. Under all circumitances,
who can be inienfible to the rcafons we have to re-
joice on this day ?—Broods therc_any grumbling

~ eynic, this day, over the minorevils of the times ?

Lt him weigh them againft our brilliant advantages
and be grateful. Tells he us of the blood and treaf-
ure which thefe advantages have coft ? 1.et him con-
fider their value, and tell us, if be can, how they
could have been acqui-ed chcaper. Grumbles he a-
%out the taxes incuried in defence of our freedom 2
Let him confider the taxes paid by the Englifh peo-
ple, to fupport a government which opprefles them,
and be filent. Mutters he ghout hard times ? - Let
him recur to the condition of the country at the clofe
of the revolutianary war, and be dumb. Is he am-
bitious, and difappoirted in his hopes of promotion?
Let him view the exile of St. Helena, wander at hig
fall, and imitate his fortitude. = Croaks he about the
vexations and evil tendency of party {pirit ? He may
as well complain qf the thunder and the wind ; fos
though they all do mifchief fometimes, they are
equally inevitable and falutary ; let him view the
fanatical and bloody teuds of de¢graded France, o
the profound and awful caim of caftern delpotiim ;
and turn reconciled to bis own country, with all us
political wrangling. Befides, this evil, whichis on-
ly fuch in its excefs, has in a great_ dcgree fublided.
It is highly gratifying to obferve the decline of that
infatuation which lately rendered {o many warthy
men blind to their country’s intereft, and their own

— xenuration. _We now hear nothing of conventions. ;




nort diffolving the union ; nor of. commiffioners fent 1@
take the Prefident by the beard ; and but very little
of . Wafhington Benevolent Societies. We hail the
delivery of our fellow citizens from political phren.
zy, as. we would their recovery from a fever, and its
attendant delirium. :
. Some there are, who are not without fear, that the
infanity 1s more permanent, and this compofure on-.
ly a lucid interval. If fo {(which all the powers of
reafon forbid jthe fymptems will appear in this flate,
as September approaches. In that cafe we: fhall
have much idle talk about the military. fervices rend-
ered at Plattiburgh by the new candidate for govern-.
or ; but we fhall nor hear from the fame quarter, of
his approvai of the pernicious defe@ion of governor
Chittenden ; by whic¢h, as far as his influence went,
he did more injury with one hand thaa he could re-
pair with both ; neither will zbey tel us, that there
were others in that fervice, at keaft as capable of ge~
verning, in other refpe@s, as general Strong. We
fhall hear of the late changes in office ; but we Jfball
a0t bear, though we may know, that the example
had been exhibited by rhemfelves. It is barely pof-
fible we m.zy hear the idle queftion repeated, ‘‘what
have we gaitied by the war?” ButI hopenot ; it
will be fuch "an inftance of confirmed madnefs, as
will deprive us of all hope of their reftoration to rea-
fon. We fhall hear much of the taxes of 1816—=but
nothing of the taxes of 179 |—We fhall hear of the
Bladen{burgh defeat ;. but nothing of the unmoleft-
ed occupation of Cufljze by the Britifh ]| We fhall
héar much about federal virtues ; but nothing of
federal vices=—much about the faults of democracy ;
but nothing of its merits. We fhall hear many dif.
mal prephecies ; but nothing about the falfehood of
all their precedingones. 'We fhall hear how won-
derfully well the ftate government was adminiftered
by governor Chittenden and his friends ; but we
fhall not hear, from zbem, that Galufha. and his
friends have adminiftered full as well. We fhall
hear of the latc legiflative ‘flaughter” of officers ;
but not a whifper .that they mean to do the {ame

thing, if they get_the power! We fhall hear thata
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Prefident ought not to be taken from Virginia; buat
we thall not hear one good reafon why not. We fhall
hear many contrafts between northern and fouthern
ftates ; but they will not remind us that Wathing.
ton condemned all comparifons of this kind. We
thall hear about the new {a]ary law of Congrefs; but
we fhall by no means hear, from the fame fource,
how many of the federa/ members from this flate
voted for it, and the only republicu» member, againit
it. All this we fhall hear, if the paroxiim of
political phrenzy returns. But otherwife, it may
be that they will candidly fay to us, “we do not
expec to rule better than you ; but we naturally
with to get nroofhce ; which we cannot do till we
firft get you out !”

In a few words, the duty of both parties is ob-
vious. Bevigilant, Seck truth. Exemife your
right of fuffrage honeftly and attentively; and then
fubmit to the majority. &

AMERICANs |—Your deftiny, under Ged, is in
your own hands. Your purfuits muft determine the
chara&er of yourgovernment, as well as yourfelves.
Purfue not glory at the expence of your republican
fimplicity. Purfue not wealth at the expence of
your morals. You had beticr be gloriously poor,
than ignominioufly rich. Choofe whether you witl
be merely a splendid, ora baﬂpy nation. Both charac.
ters are too feldom united. 1f you choofe glory, win
itand wearit. Butletitbenotinfel. All the world

agree that plain utility is better than counterfeit, if not
than real {plendor. ‘

FerLrow CiT1zENs |—The remainder of our fefs
tivity will be exhibited at the convivial board; where,
as well as here, may you annually meet, with zeal un-
abated, and principles uarelaxed, toenioy and tore-
new the barveft of your fathers’ labors, And when
vou are called from' this earthly fcene, may you
leave to your children, perfeét as you inherited it,
the rich, the glorious legacy of Independence !




