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NVew-Bedford, Fuly 5th, 1610,
SIK,

WE, as a Commitiee, have been appointed tc
wait on you and tender the thanks cf our fellow-citizens for the
Oration delivered yesterday, and request a coiny of the same.

Jor the press.
JOHN HAWES,
JOHN DELANGQO,
ELI HASKELL.

Mr. Selteck Osbbris

Fuly 5th, 1810.
GENTLEMEN, g |
I leavé the perforrr‘f‘of which you re-
quest a copy, wholly at your dispesal.

SELLECK OSBCORN.
Jornn Hawes,
Joun DELarxo,
Err HaskeLL.



AN ORATION.
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FFLLOW-CITIZENS,

YOTUT have juft heard the folemn manifeito, from
which we date our exiftence as a naticn—uttered by un-
daunted freemen, in the face of danger and death—in de-
fiance of a vindi&tive and powerful tyrant—in the pref-
ence cf an admiriny world, and an approving Gop !

The fublime effort of patnonfm wuich has juftly made
this day confpicuous in the annais of human glory, muft
claim the oratitude and awaken the honeft pride of every
American heart. May it extend its effc&s to ages far be-
yond us, and warm every breait with generous emulation
to brave hardthip and peril in defence of Liberty.

For a number of years previous to this eventful day, !
Britain and her American Colonies had been conftantly
agitated by broad aifumptiors on one hand, and firm re-
monftrances on the other. Theright claimed by Englard
to tax us for the fuppoit of meafures which we had no
voice in devifing, and from which we derived no benefit,
was firft contefted by Virginia, and immediately after by
Maffachufetts. Thefe two colonies for a long time refifted,
almoft alone, the torrent of Britifh oppreflion. In thefe
days, it would have fared ill with the man who thould
have attempted to fow difcord between Maflachufetts and
Virginia—who fhould have railed ai * Virginia influence,’”
and abufed our fouthern brethren. Though the Legifla-
tive Affemblies of thefe #ates were repeatedly diflolved by
their Britifh Governors, they perfevered in their united
exertions—they fuccefsfully recommended to the people
of all the Colonies, to abftain from the ufe of articles tax-
ed, and of RBritith manufa&ure.  Non-importation, that



ncgatwc but powerfully coercive meafure, that dreadful
eye-fore of ancicnt as it is of modern friends of Engiard,
was then a popular courfe of policy; though we had then,
as we have fince, many very patriotic pcoplc to diffuade us
from it ; by reprefenting it as weak and futile ; pregnant

with i m)ury to ourfelves alone—totally harmlefs with re-
gard to England ! But, praifed be Gop! fuch men had
then but little infiuence in our councils, 2ad the republic
was faved.

The perfevering oppofit:on of thofe refpe@able Colo-
nies, and the growing difpofition manifefted by the others
to fupport them, at length effected a change of mlmﬁr},
and a repeal of the obnoxious taxes ; but the narliament
exprefsly referved the 7igis of taxing us in all cafes what-
foever.  As might have becn cxpc&cd, DEW taxes were
built upon this refervation ; which were oppofed with
unabated firmnefs.

To induce fubmifion to the principle, the miniftry once
more repealed all the unpopular taxes except that on Tea;
" erroneoufly fuppofing that after fo many apparent concef-
“{ions on the part of Briiain, the raw politicians of this ia-
fant country would fee no otjection to the payment of
“this very trifling tax, for the fake of tranquility. Too
late they were convinced, that Americans, born with the
fpirit and bred in the habits of enterprize and inveitiga-
tion, were no more to be deluded than terrified into a
conceflicr: of their rights.

'The manner in which the oppreflions, the meraces, and
the intrigues of Britain were met by the Colonies, emi.
nently diftinguifhed this oppofition, not only from ordinary
revolts, but from all other revolutions. This was of no
mufhroom grow¢h, to difappear with the night that pro-
duced it---this was not grafted on a decayed trunk, lke
the fatally abortive revolution of France. No—it grew,
as 1t were, {pontaneoully, from a congenial foil ; expand-
ed and ripened by degrees, till a thrifty maturity exhib-
ited its noble fruit for the refrethment of millions. It
took root in that native love of liberty—that compound
of enterprize and prudence which has ever diftinguithed
the American people ; and which formsa foundation that
no craft can undermine, no force can funder.




Lie fi-ft oppofition to England was exprefled in the
ilial tone of humble petition to an acknowiedged mothe®
country. Out of repeated grievances grew the bolder,
yet no lefs refpedtful, language of remonitrance and ex-
poftulaticn ; tiil the wilful deafucis and perfevering ag-
greflion of England haftened the termination of the climax,
{o nobiy crowned by the illuftrious Jefferfon, in the im-
mortai Declaration of Independence.

The well known deftrution of the Tea in Bofton accel-
erated ti-at awfui appeal to arms, to which this conteft
had beern long tending. The king and parliament thought
the time now arrived to make a biow for the fupport of
their 1maginary dignity. It was determined to make ac
example of Bofton, to intimidate tiie other colonies ; ac-
cordingly the charter of Mafluchufetts was {ubfiantially
abrogated, and its metropolis blockaded.

But here Britain was met by her evil genius.  The fide
of the magnet which fthe applied to repel, proved attrac-
tive ; and the Colonies which were expelted to fhrink
nto infignificance, extended their arms to cach other by
one confentaneous impulfe, and exhibited to the aftonithed
eyes of Britannia that immenfe chain of unicn, tien fo
fatally ominous, ftili fo powerfully obitrudtive to her am-
bition—that Union, which fhe and her advocates have
never fince ceafed to aflail—and which has never failed to
baffle their eftorts.

It was in this moment of alarm and diftrefs, when Bof-
ton thook with the angry roarings of the Britith lion, thag
Virginia eftablifhed her ciaim to the hatred of tyrants;
It was then that fhe finned agzinft England beyond for-
givenefs, and fully earned that angry imve&ive which the
friends of England fliil confiftently pour upon her with
unabated viruleace.

It would be unneceflary, were it poflible, for me to
defcribe the alarm, the anxiety, the agony of mingled and
complicated diftrefs, which marked the period embraced
by this event, and the commencement of hoftilities. The
attempt would but clog the a&ive memory of my elder
auditors, 1n its flight back to thofe pregnant times. And
do you, my youthiul auditors, whofe parental firefides
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have fo often derived mtcrc& trom the talc of other days;
who have fo often hung with fond attention on the knees
of your veteran fires—retraced with them their dangers
and their fufferings—exulted at their vitories—wept at
their dcfeats—do yox need my feeble aid to realize the
complexion of thofe t'mes ! ¢ Even now have you not, in
imagination, out ftript my words, and already wandered
over the confecrated plains of Lexington, afcended the
proud heights of Banker, and hailed the tpirits of Warren
and his feilow-martyrs ¢ 1 know you have, and fuperflu-

ous words would but retard the animating career.
It was not alone in the warlike field that the American
charalter was glorified in thofe days of trial.  With ali
pofiible deference to the virtues of the veteran hcro, 1
would invite him to the contemplation of that patriotic
refolution and felf-denial, which fo powerfully co-operated
with his bravery—I would remind him of the more than
Spartan heroifm and conftancy with which cur mothers
and fifters relinquithed their luxuries and comforts, and
plied their induftry to give efe to the policy of their .
country. I would fpeak to him of the intrepidity with
which American beauty leapt from foreign fplendor to
homefpur pmmqefs-——l would tell him how female patrio-
tifm expeiled the {ocial beverage, the beloved China drug,
from the matronlycircle ! I would, to be grave, tell him
of the noble generofity with which all clafles of people
refigned their gains, hazarded their pofleflions, and bridled
their appetites, for the public good ; and he muflt ac-
knowledge that it was not iiis arm alone that had atchicv-

~ed Independence.

The obftinate bravery with which Americans refiited
the firft efforts of Britifh arms againit them, piqued the
pride and waked all the wrath of the lnfﬂuh miniftry.
Immenfe preparations were made, with the fanguine hope
of finithing our fubjugation at a fingle blow. That navy
which had fo long been the terror of the world, hovered
round our devoted coalits, prepared to difgorge its valt
legions among a wideiy {cattered, undifciplined, and almoft
uoarmed people, whofe government had no other ftrength
than a precorious influence over the public mind.




It was under this unpromifing aipeét of affairs ; when
hope feemed to be on the wing, and the fuccefs of refift-
an-e a matter of fearful doubt—when the friends of Eng-
Jand ftunned our ears with the difmal croaking which we
{tili occafionally hear—that her power was irrefiftable ;
that fhe had ¢ done us no eflential injury’’—that we ought
to fubmit to aer exalions, and {eek her prote&tion, or be
treated as rebels and (raitors—-it was in the midit of peril,
on the borders of the fcaffold, with the Executioner at
their elbows, and an ignominious death flaring them in
the face, that the American Congrefs poured forth the
colleéted energies of the country, in the memorable declar-
ation of Independence.  This wonderfuf a& of courage
and conftancy, more powerful than the lens of Archi-
medes, feemed to coile& the {cattered rays of our coun-
try’s patriotifm into a focus too intenfe to be refilted.—
Even the rampant lion of England feemed to crouch for an
inftant, and pay & momentary homage to the fuperior
energies of mind. ' s o

This noble expreflion of heroic patriotiim—and the
folemn manner in which they fet every thing dear to man
at ftake, inftantly gave a body and a tone to public fenti-
ment, and breathed new life into all. The ancient ora-
c¢ies never gave more point and decifion to national force,
than did this declaration to the laten: firength of Amer-
ica ; thofe before decided for Independence were now
fortified in their decifion ; the wavering were fettled ;—
and thofe who had ftill fearful doubts of the refult, found
they had paffed the Rubicon, and it was faler to advance
than retreat.

Let the flave of gain, the idolator of felf, behold this
monument of difinterefted love of country, and bluth !—
Let the timid politician here take a ieflon, and learn how
much is gained by decifion ; while by cowardly time-ferv-
ing, every thing is loft. |

I dwell with more minutenefs on this particular meafure,
not only becaufe it is the very eflence of this day’s celeb-
rity ; not only becaufe it is in the abftra& a monument
highly glorious to the human charafter ;—but betaufe it
isa fplendid and ufeful example of promptitude and decif-
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ton, whicit migut ever be followed by our counciis, rauch
to their own and their country’s advantage. ln vain the
proud navy of England (unincumbered with other wars,
and at full leifure to concentrate all its force againft us)
difplayed its bloody ftreamers, and yawning ports, men-
acing deftru&tion—1In vain the clamours of the difaffe@ed
burit forth, in terms, that in modern times would have
entitled them to the proud appellation of ¢ patriotic proe
ceedings ;”° the Congrefs of 76 did not fhrink from foreign
hoftility, nor domeftic oppofition ; but moved firmly and
diligently in their elevated courfe, and maintaizned their
high ground, carelefs of their own perfonal fate—folicit-
ous only for their country ! -

I thould ufurp the province of hiftory, and trefpafs on
your patience, were 1 to detail the viciflittdes of the war
which followed. Neither your experience, nor your imag-
inations want a prompter, to recal to mind the hurry of
preparation—the tender, perhaps the eternal farewel of
the hufband, the father or the brother, when the fhrill
blaft of war fummoned him to the field—the anxieties of
the firefide, or the hardthips of the camp ; the confterna-
tion of defencelefs families, flying in defpair from their
burning habitations ; or the tumultuous peril of the bat-
tle, where myriads of brave {pirits were difmifled to their
eternal reft, and where rivers of choice blood confecrated
our land to freedom ; the diftruft and animofity kindled
between neighbours, by thofe who fided with the power-
ful oppreflors againft their own perfecuted fellow-citi-
zens ; the alternate exultations of viftory or the condol-
ence of defeat ; in fhort, the multiplied difafters of a moft
vindi&tive warfare, till the memorable capture of Cornwal-
lis ; when the proud enfigns of mighty Britain bowed be-
fore the ftandard of freedom, and the triumphant eagle
clapped his glad wings over the panting Lion. O, ever
memorable day of joy ! then it was that the throb of
rapture flew with eleétric celerity from heart to heart, and
with one impulfe raifed the hands of mi]lions with grate-
ful rejoicing ; the engines of war, now divefted of their
bolts, announced the tidings in harmlefs thunder ; pait
fuferings were no more remembered ; the mangled in;




valid leapt on his crutch and forgnt his wounds ; a fmile
of triumph beamed through the tears of the widow ; and
the angel of freedom founded #e dewm through the arch
of a propitious heaven !

Such was thejuitice of our caufe, and fuch the diligence
and felf-denial of our citizens in its {fupport, that the om-
nifcien: eye feemed to look with peculiar complacency
upon our ftruggles ; nor does it require any extravasant
national partiality op our part to recognize the proteéting
aid of heaven mn our fuccefs. Although no piliar of ire
by night, nor cloud by day dire&ed our courfe ; although,
no river or fea retired before our retreating armies ; al-
though no manna defcended te blefs the eyes and quell
the hunger of our famithiag foldiers ; although no rock
unlocked its flinty bofom to yield reiief to their parching
thirft ; although no brazen ferpent repelled the devouring
peltilence, and no ark rendered our holts invulnerable ;
yet the mental eye is at no lofs to read on our ftandards
The fword of the Lord, and of Wafbington /—and the arm
of omnipoience, fuftaining us through many trials to a glo-
rious deftiny.—What but this could have informed the
fouls and fortified the hearts of our earlieft -patriots to
refift the encroachments and dete& the fnares of a crafty
miniftry ?— What but this could have given fuch a fpirit
of harmony, fuch ftrength of union 2nd fuch concert of
action to a widely {cattered people, of various habits and
purfuits 2 What but this could have influenced a whole
people, who loved riches at leaft as much as any nation
on earth, to forego their gains, and facrifice their poflef-
{ions, in defence of their principles, and of their country ?
What bur this could have caufed a people, naturally jeal-
ous of control, to oi:ey voluntarily, and almoft unanimouf-
ly and implicitly, the requifitions of a government, which
exifted but in their brearth ! What but this could have
preferved the whig’s conftancy, with danger and almolt
defpair on ane fide, and tempting promifes and allurea
meats on the other £ Whar bur this could have kept alive
the flame of parrivtifm beneath the tateered remuant of
clo-hing, in the Grelefs and hatt theltered prifons of Newe
Fork, orin the mephitic and peftileniial hald of a priton-

2
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fhip ? What but this could havc harmonized the jarring
materials of our army into effeCtive legions, and held them
together threugh every viciflitude, till their career clofed
with an a& of felf-command, unparallelicd in the records
of Luman greawmefs.

So very limited were the refources of this country dur-
ing this war, that the troops were for the moft part mifer-
ably paid and fubfiftzd. Notwith{tanding thefe {ufferings,
it had not ther become the cuftom to lay every inconven-
ience at the door of the rulers ; nor to demand of them
the performances of impoflibil:ties, for relief.  The con-
clafion of the war found the puhlic greatly indebted to the
troops ; and under thefe circumitances it was neceflary to
difband them. An anonymous attempt was made to infti-
gate the troops to retain their arms, and remain in a body
till they could compel congrefs to pay them. But this
attemp., countera&ted by the voice of their beloved chief,
proved abortive ; and this patriotic band, poflefhog the
phyfical force of the country, quietly relinquithed it, and
returned to their deftitute famlies, with a bare certificate
of the amount due them from the public. But FREE.
DOM was gained ; for this they thought no price too
dear. YThus the veteran foldier, afier having devoted
{fcven of his beft years to his country, fat down quietly to
begin the world anew. Hiftory abounds with inftances -
of the arrogancs of viftorious bands ; but it was referved
for the American foldiers of Liberty to confummate their
viftories by the erown of all conquefts—the conqueft of
themielves !

And here naturally arifes a refle&tion of incalculable
importance to the American people. We have {een that
our independence was gained by much toil and hardfhip—
great facrifices and privations j;—and by fuch it mutl be
preferved ; it is net the lot of man to enjoy without labor
and fuffering ; and that man grofsly deceives himfelf, who
looks for the coatinuance of L mcrty, without con‘hmt
vigilance, and frequent felf-denials.

When foreign dangers had ceafed, and the cares of
peace cailed the attention of the people, they found @ new
labor before them., A Couftitution, competent to fecure
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the rights and apply the refources of the nation, was now
the grand defideratum. This, at ail times the greateft
effort of human genius, was in the prcfent cafe peculiarly
difficult. A great variety of interefts were to be recon-
ciled, and refolved into one. The confli& of views aad
opinions to be apprehended, was by ro means triflimg.—
Among other political infirmities, that odious fpirit of
pecuniary fpeculation, which has fince jeopardized our
liberties more than once, had crept into the public habit.
The earliefl vi&tim of this obftinate porion was the aged
veteran, whofc locks were bleached by the fltorms of life,
and whofe fcars were the hierogiyphic hiltery of many
battles. He had been obliged to {atis{y the wants of his
family by felling, for a mere trifiz, the evidence of his claim
on the public. e was dragging out a life of poverty ;
while the noftart wko had taken advantage of his necefhi-
ties, and had procured the redemption of the extorted
paper at par, was lolling in aflluence and eafe.—Such
caufes of difguft promifed much lefs \_hgr,mony than was
happily rezized. "

After much debate, both in general convention and ia
the ftate government, the draft of a Conflitution was-fo
modified as to meet the approbation of the people gener.
ally. Among thofe modifications was the provifion of the
Conftitation for its own amendment,.in a prefcribed form.
This regenerative principle perhaps .is more prefervative
of its political health, than any one thing .that could be
devifed. The amendments which finally united all parties,
were moftly the work of Fefferfan and Madifon. Vlndet
this Conftitution, the venerable Wa/fbington was the firft
Prefident. This great and popular chara&ter was of infi-
nite fervice in harmonizing the public mind, and giving it
leifure to fetile down in the new goverument. His ioflu-
ence {upprefled for a time, many poHonous weeds which
were {pringing up in ambitious minds. At the clofe of
eight years, he refigned, as Jefferfon has fince done, leav-
ing behind him a treafure of parting advice, which has
been the leaft regarded by thofe who have heen the moft
proiue to {creen their views behind his popular name.

<
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When this political fun had retired, the wolves of party
crawled from their hiding places. and prowled through
the - ountry.  Th-fe comprifcd a defcription of men, who
had i1 ;h notions of energetic government ] of privileged
orders ;3 of fplendid eftablithments ; and of zreat diitinc-
tion between men of birth and family, and ‘the common
people 5 it was a masim with thefe, that the comm-n peo-
pic were not fit judges of their own intcreft, znd confe-
que -tly ouglit to have as little weight in the government
as poflibic ; that in order to fink them to their proper
lwc} the hands of government thouid be ftrengthened by
fundmg {fyftems ; and great exccutive patronage ; and
thole of the propPLE weakened by heavy taxation znd
limited privileges ; that they muil be, in relations io the
hisher orders, like the Helots to the Spartans ; that they
mutt do ail the drudgery, while the well bors thould enjoy
all the profits and hunors. At the head of this party was
Hamilton ; a man of great ambition, who had very mean
notions of the myfs of the people of any country.

Another defcription of men, were in favor of givicg the
body of the people the fuii weight which had been recog-
nized in the Coriiitution, and which reafon and juftice
awarded them ; 7hzy withed st icaft to give a free fcope
to experiment, and to let the trial be fairly made, whether
mankind, when treated as rational beings, would not be
found to have virtue enough for felf-government ; thofe
men defpifed the pageantry of nobility and its idle diftinc-
tions ; and withed the weight of government to be derived
folely from the merits cf its form and adminiltration ;—
among the moft prominent chara&ters of this clafs were
Jefterfon, Midifon, and the venerable Samuel Adams.

When the que{tion between the parties was fubmitted
to the people. who hud not yet had a fair opportunity to
teft the merits of cacli by its a&tions, a fmall majority ap-
peared in favor of the former defcription of men ; whofe
low opinion of the common people, and whofe notions of
energetic government, were amply developed in the thort
carcer of four years. Few of my auditors are iznorant of
the rapid f{trides made during this period to reach the
exceilence of the Britith government, that ¢ ftzpendcus
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fabric of human invention,” that hobby of the party,
which they indeed rode 2t an unmercifui rate ; fo earneft-
iy did the rulers of that day feem to emulate England in
taxation, debt, and prodigality, that we could only account
“for their falling off from whig principles, by comparing
them to uneafy apprentices ; who icave their mafters, not
that they diflike their treatment or trade, but becaufe they
are impatient to fet up the fame trade for themfelves.

Thefe men were very fore, and extremely impatient of
oppofition ; in thofe times, it was fzfer to commit almoft
any crime, than to fpeak againft the adminiftration. We
then heard much of the virtue of rallving round the gen-
cral government ; and it was their common faying, that
the Jacobins (thofe who oppofed their cwn government)
were not onlv unfit for offive, but for decent fociety !

It was all for the beft, that the men of energy, who
defpifcd the common people, thould have the firlt watch
aboard the national fhip ; it was foon difcovered that they
had fet her courie dire&iy for an Englith pert, under pre-
tence of avoidiag the revolutionary brezkers of France ;
but they were difcharged before they had an opportunity
to effcét their defign ; and had abundant leifure in their |
retirement to overhaul their reckoning.

Except runnicg the nation in debt, increafing taxes,
imprifoning a few printers, and multiplying offices, the
mighty buftle of that energetic adminiftration refulted in
little more than loud {waggering and high words ; exal-
ted on their Babel of debt and taxation, they brandifhed
their cockades, threatened to chaftife France, and ¢¢ Nel-
fonize the world !”’—In the mean time they were wholly
ignorant of that filent and bloodlefs revolution which was
undermining their frail fabric, and a tremendous fall was
the firft notice they had of their danger. A war with
France, alilance with England, a great navy, a thriving
national debt, and a flourifhing growth of taxation, might
have been produttive of atundant comfort to Hamilton, -
and the well-born few ; but the people, found neither glos
ry nor comfort in them ; fo they fet afide them and their
projectors tog=:her.
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It was ia vain that they had fortified themfelves in their
elcvatlo'x ; it was in vain that, by funding {yftem prOJe&s,

IC) had attached to themlfelves the monied influence of
the nation ; it was in vain that by excife eftablifbments
they had filled the country with their official tools ; it
was in vain thai they had fhackled the prefs, and provided
for the banithment of obnoxious perfons; it was in vain
that numerous addrefles to the Prefident, and his anfwers,
were multiplied, to perfuade the people, againft their own

Aconvi&ion that thev lked the prcvailing policy ;—all

this machinery o only {crved to make their fall the heavicr.
. When the writer of the declaration of Independence,
the illuftrious Jeflerfon, came to the Prefidential chair, the
leaders of the fallen party who bad claimed the exclufive
appellation of federalijts, beheld oppofed to them ihe man,
whom, of all O[h‘“ra, they had moil reafon to dread.—His
principles were entirely fubverfive of all their favorite
fchemes of energy and glory ! and his talents aad manners
cminently calculated to root thofe principles deeply in the
public mind. They miftook the caufe of their own down-

fall ; and fuppofing they had been put down by party

efforts, they imagined that Jefferfon might be written
down aifo ; and this mufl be done before he had taken
tco deep root in popular favor. Then was commenced
an oppofitien, the depravity of awhich was only cqualled
by itsinduftry ; an oppofition which, for valgar licemioaf-
nels has no parallell in hiftory.  They accufed the Prefi-
dent of undue partiality to ¥France ; ‘but they could ad-
duce nothing more 2gain{t him on this point thau againit
Walhington ; hey had both wifhed fuccefs to France, as
2 republic ; and the latter exprefled as much in a very fiat-
tering letter to the French minifter, long afier the ex ceﬂ%s

of Robefpierre.  They acccufed him of deterinined hoftil-

ity to England ; but if that had been the cafe, would he

Rave negleéted fo many plaufible opportunitics of making
war upon her ? They accufed Jefterfon of hatred to rehg-
ion ; but the unly proof they attempted to bring in {up-
port of this, was hi. writing in favor of religious liberty !
He was charged witli cowardice, fwindling, adultery,
treachery, and almoft every crime that can degrade human

"
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nature. But they had the mortification to fee this politi-
eal leminary purfuc his fteady courfe, unmoved by their
efforts ; whiie their vulgar calumnies evaporated before
his fplcndzd virtucs like mift before the meridian fun.

Four years he fuftained the flames of the feven-fold
heated furnace of their wrath, and came out unfinged.-—
And fo fully fatisfied were the people with his pacific
and truly republican policy ; and fo {triking was the con-
traft between the economy of his adminiftration and the
prodigality of the prcceding ; that out of 176 Eleftoral
Votes, only 14 were given againft him at the next ele&ion.

‘Fhe refuit of this ftruggle was as honorable to the A-
merican government and people as it was difgraceful to
the cppofition. It proved how little a governrient, for-
tified in the atfe&ions of a virtuous community, had to fear
from the licentioufnefs of the piefs ; it proved that the
moit abandoned prefles might be even ufeful, in giving
vent to thofe corrupt bumours, which if reftrained might
diltemper the vitals of fociety.

It is the conftant lot of man to find evil infeparably
mixed with good ; the greateft bleflings have concomitant
evils, proportiopably great. Party fpiritis the great alloy
of free government ; or rather appears to be fuch ; for
perhaps it is for the fafetv of ithe people that a@tive and
afpiring fpirits thould a& as a check upon each other.—
But the prefent{tate of party is fuch as to produce ferious
evils to this country, by encouraging the infidious hopes
of foreigners to profit by our divifions.

No one who has refleéted much on the fubjé&, fuppofes
that England relinquifhed all hopes of America, when fhe
affented to our Independence; fhe only changed her pian
her objet has ever been the fame in rcgard to us, as it
was in 1775. Nr. Pitt made no fecret ot his policy to
effe@ by commercial influence, what arms had contended
tor in vain. The rtories, recalled from exile by a gener-
ofity that deferved at leaft their neutrality, came with
hearrs untouelied by gratitude, but cankered with revenge.
Thefe tories. were the leaven which at one time threat-
ened to affeét fatally the great mafs of the people. ‘1he
>ilorts of thefe, backed by fwarms of Iinglifh commercial
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agents, who had no tie to this country but a tcwperary
intereflt—together with the commercial advantages thrown
in the reach of our merchants by Britith intercourfe ;—
were but too fuccefsful in eftabiifhing iu'the heart of our
country a powerful Britifh influerce, pregnant with much
embarraflment and vexation. The unfortunate biafs of
the Hauiilton party cherithed this influence. Numerous
emiflaries from England were {cattered over the country,
with ready pens, (if not purfes) to inculsate federalifm,
which was known by them to be {ynonymous with devo-
tion to England. 'The chief of thefe, the notorious Cob-
bett, has fince his return to kngland laid open the views
of the miniftry, in coocert with our Hamiltonians ; and
confirmed, what was probable before, the intention of
Britain to entangle us in an 2lliance with her, and hoftili.
ty to France. It was a neceflary part of this fyftem to
inftigate the American people againft France, and perfuade
them, that the oppofers of Britith views were a&tuated by
french Influence. Though the grand obje®t of this com-
bination has failed, it has {ucceeded too well in part, by
embarrafiing the meafures of our government to meet
Britith aggreflion ; and has kept alive the hopes of Eng-
land to divide and fubdue us. ,
- If any man is difpofed to controvert this delcription of
the party called federal, let him fhew me a decided minif-
terial Erglifhman in this country who is not alfo a decided
federalift ; let him fhew me a federalift who has not been
an uniform advocate of England againft our government ;
then perhaps I mav begin to doubt my own correfinefs.
We have feen this party, compofed of fuch materials
and prompted by fuch interefts, openlv advocating a war
with I'rance, and an offenfive and defenfive alliance with
England ; openly, T fay ; and I bind myfelf to prove it if
called upon.—We have {cen them naturally abufing Jefter-
fon, who {tood {o much in the way of their views—We
have feen them under the name ot Federa: ffs ; oppofing
the federal government, and fecking to diflolve the federal
Union ;-We have heard them endeavoring to cacite
enmity between the northern and fouthern ftates, by the
moit abufive comparifons ; while they climed o be
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difciples of that Wathington, who exhorted us to ¢ frown
indignantly upon the firlt dawning of every attempt to
alienate any portion of our country from the reft”’—We
have feen them, under the appellation of Americans, jufti-
fying the plunder, the 1MPrESsMENT, the MURDER of
our fellow citizens, by Britain ; and the grofieft infults
to our goverument by her reprefentatives ; while under
the fame name, we have feen them denouncing and imped-
ing to the extent of their power, every meafure of our own
government for redrefs.—We have feen them, under the
afiumed chara&er of friends of order and regmlar govern-

¢nt, denouncing the general adminiftration in Legiflative
folemnity, and upholding the foreign minifter whom that
government had difgraced.—Under the name of patriots
we have feen them, in what they called ¢ patriotic proceed-
ings,”> on the floor of a flate Legiflarure, inftigating the
people to rebellion againft the laws of Congrefs ; and un-
der the fame aflumed chara&er we have feen them a&ually
organizing an armed oppofition to thofe laws ! We have
feen them, under the refpe&able name of merchants and
navigators, defcend to the pradice of midsight fmugglers,
difregarding the laws of their own country, and violating
thufe of every other, to the difgrace of the American
charalter.

Towards the clofe of Jefferfon’s adminitration our com-
merce became almoft anuihilated by the fingular and un-
precedented mode of warfare adopted by the two grea
beliigerents of Europe, whick ftruck at thé root of all
neutral rights, as recognized time immemorial among civ-
ilized nations. Nor had we alone to complain of Furo-
pean injuftice ; a fpecies of commecrcial vagrants, born
indecd in America, but citizens of every country by turns,
and atrached to none. had by varicus fravdulent prafti-
ces, 1n concert with Englithmen of congenial charadter,
proftituted cur flag ; ull, from covering every thing it
could cover nothing ; to the difgrace of the American
name, and the injury of honeft traders. Under thefe
circumftances, what could be done ? To compei kngland
or France, by force of arms, to jultice, was ouj of the
queftion, To take fheltor within our own territories till

3
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the ftorm blew over, feemed the wifeft courfe. The im-
portance of-our intercourfe to the belligerents was well
known. To deprive them of this would injure them ten
times more than any other kind of coercion we could ufe;
at the fame time that it would bring the nationa! wealth
wholly at our command, and leave us at liberty to
make war whenever we fhould have fufficient reafon..—
Both parties anticipated this meafure with impatience
rather than apprehenfion ; and the bloody, the difgrace-
ful, the yet unexpiated outrage on the frigate Chefapeake,
haftened the adoption of the Embargo. |

And now, what was the conduét of the very men, who
had before agreed in the expediency of an embargo ?—
Did they aflilt its operation ? No. Did they even fuffer
it to take its courfe unmolefted ? No. Did they point out
any thing better ? No.—But they laid hold of it as an
engine to batter down the adminiftration—they eagerly
feized this opportunity to operate upon that love of gain
which is fo confpicuous a trait in the American charader.
They falfely reprefented that the meafure was intended by
the fouthern haters of commerce, to annihilate trade and
diftrefs the commercial ftates—they wrought upon every
paflion that could be brought to bear on the adminiftra-
tion—they falfely and impudently afferted that the Em-
bargo was the chief obftacle to profperous commerce ;
that our own gevernment was its greatelt enemy—they
drew the moft terrifying piftures of the pretended mifery
of our country ; and even perfuaded fome to think them-
felves miferable, whether they were really fo or not !—
When it was manifeft that England began feverely to feci
the effefts of this meafure, they encouraged her not to
coacede an inch ; for, faid they, you can hold out longer
than the American government; the American people
will not bear the Embargco ; the tide of revolution is
{trongly 1n our favor; already is New-Ingland changed ;
hold out a little longer, and the American adminiftration
muft yicld to you, or go down ! At the fame time they
told us that kngland did not {uffer the value of a ftraw
by the Embargo ; and to fulfil, in fome meafure, their own
aflcriions, they labored to finuggle fupplics to Englifl:

N




ports, availing themfelves of the eacouragement offered
by the Britith king to the violators of our Laws. They
inculcated the deteftable maxim, that every man had a
right to judge for himfelf whether alaw ought to be obey-
ed; and to a& as feemed beft in his own eyes ! They in-
ftigated refiftance by force to the execution of the laws ;
they procured arms, organized companies, and appropria-
ted the public ammunition to this purpofe. ‘Lo fuch a
pitch of depravity did this party arrive, that the federal
governor of Conne&icut pofitively refuf=d to obey the law
of the United States which dire@ed him to furnith his
quota of militia ! By the bafeft arts, they fucceeded in
alienating many from their own government, and drove
the country to the verge of civil war ! |

Yet thefe men, who had condu&ted fo unworthily as
citizens, had the aflarance to folicit you to choofe them
for rulers. In this commonweaith they fet up the motto
of ¢ Gore and free trade,” and aflured you that if they
could have the management of this one ftate, commerce
thould be reftored. Inftead of one, they gained five ftates.
~And now where is the man that will point out any thing
they have done to redeem their promifes ? Will it be
faid they terrified Congrefs to relinquith the Embargo and
Non-intercourfe ? Grant them for a moment, this triumph
of ifurgency, which Shays and his followers would have
gloried in—~Where now is the free trade, which they
warranted to us in cafe of the repeal of thofe laws ? Is it
to be found in the Baltic, the Britith Channel, or the ports
of France, Holland or Italy ? Is it to be found in falt or
frefh water, on the land or on the ocean ? Is it to be
found within the control of France or England ? If nor,
where can it be found ?—~Thefe men faid they would find
frec trade, if they were permitted to go and feek it. They
have been permitted ;3 and now let them tell us where it
is? Perhaps they will fay it can be had in the thape of a
Britifh licence ; that is, liberty to take what is our own,
only for a few guineas ! But if this is free trade, may the
Lord give us a {peedy riddance of it! And may thofe who
arc bafe enough to accept it, never have any other.
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For many anmvcrfanes paﬁ we have felicitated each
other on our country’s profperity. I know of no claim
that this nation can have to be exempt from the vicifli-
tades of human affairs, We have no right to look for
uninterrapted profperity. And when adverflity comes,
and come it will, we muoit exert fuch means of defence as
tae refcurces of our country aflord. Al other occupa-
tions and interefts are liable to mterruptions; and why
not commerce ? And after all, when I view the real fitu-
ation of our country ; when { fee the comforts and even
luxuries of hife {pringing from ozr own foil ; when 1 fee
the increafe of manufaltures, and the genera! difpofition
to feck in our own refources, what the mad policy of Eu-
rope denies us; a difpofition which tends to r<a/ Inde-
peedence, by enabling us to itve within our felves, when
neceflary—when 1 fec cur boards crowned with plenty,
and the pooreft citizens as well fupplied weth fubfantial
enjoyments ascver ; abcve 2ll, when 1 compare our fitu-
ation with that of the happieft country in any other part
of the globe ;—I cannot fee that we are drinking fo very
deep of ‘the cup which now poifons mankind. Cannot the
tldC of gain ceafe to flow a moment without miking us
really miferable ? Are we the {poiled children of profper-
ity, whom the loag indulgence of Providence has rendered
impatient of contradiftion ? Are we like clamorous beg-
gars, who raile their demands epon benefa&tors, in pro-
portion to their previous generofity ?!—If fo, if Columbia
indeed ¢¢ waxeth fat and kicketh,” itis time fhe was hum-
bled. If in the long funthine of fuccefs we have become
rank and luxurious, and outgrown the humble virtues of
our forefathers, this florm of adverfity is in fa® a moft
feafonable blefling.

I am by no means an enemy to fair and honslt com.
merce ; 1 love to fee induf s'y and enterprize rewarded.
Bat for my foul I cannot {ce why the country may not be
tolerably bappy for a few years, althcogh the merchant
fhould gain fomcwhatlefs ; although he may even be re.
duced to the fad csndivien of holding his own ! although
his country manfion dess not, this year or the next, rifc
to mock the humbleirm.Lioufe ! Where commcrce, agri
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culture and manufa&ures go hand in hand, the union is
profitable, and they cannot flourith too faft ; but a com-
mercial mongpoly is of all things moft deftru&:ive to general
happinefs, moft fatal to republican inftitutions.

We have it in our power to make the belligerents of
Europe feel and refpe& otr weight in the {cale of nations.
We can do without their loxuries longer thar they can
without our neceffaries of life. Wehave it in our power
to convince them that we can defpife gew-gaws, forego
our gains, ply our induftry, and unite in fupport of our
government, with as much fortitude as cur forefathers.
‘They would have been fo convinced ere this, had it not
been for the falfe imprefficas they reccived from the mo-
mentary infatuation wrought in the public miod, by mif-
chievous demagogues. Had the Embargo continued till
this time, it would not now have been an obje of terror,
bat of ardent attachmeat. -The people would have nobly
fuftained the trial, notwithftanding their unfavorable pre-
pofleflions. Fully am 1 couvinced of this ; though there
was 2 time when [ anticipated the reverfc with trembling
apprehenfion. I have no faith in the infurgents, who in-
fultingly defcribed the independent people of America, as
the flaves of gain, who would, on no account, forego for a
moment the profits of commerce! Can it be believed that
we, while boafting of our Independence, are fo entirely
dependent on Europe, that we cannot hold together a
year—nay, years, without her istercourfe ? No, fellow-
citizens, I fpurn the bafe fuggeftion! Had I thought my
countrymen fo degenerated, I fhould bave difdained to
proftitute my feeble talents this day in aflifting the {folemn
mockery of Independence ! I fhould have confidered every
lifp of freedom as profane hypocrify ; and the found of
every cannon as the vain-glory of thame, the oftentation
of difgrace !

My fellow-citizens ! as frail children of humanity ; as
inheritors of mingled and imperfe® happinefs—we cannot
tafte the pleafures of this day without fome alloy—the
obftruction of the great ftream of wealth which has been
fo long flowing into our country muft neceffarily occafion
much vexation and embarrafiment—we cannot, we would




not forget, that thoufands of our countrymen, who onc:
raifed the fong of freedom with us on this anniverfary,
zre at the prefent moment in fiavery on board of Britith
men of War——')erbaps at this inftant, fome haplefs failor is
exclaiming ¢ This 42y my native country refounds with
peals of joy—while I wafte the tedious hours in hopelefs
mifery.  Rejoice, my countrymc'l-—makc the moﬂ of
your freedom ; If this mornmg’s fun brings a ray . f com-
fort tc may it is the refletion that my countrymen are not
all llaves "’ Many of oar neighbours are debarred from
toining 1o this feftivity, wiile - waiting abroad the decifion
of their forrunes at the tribugals of civilized pirates.—
England, cur old enemy, perfifts in aggredion ; to plun-
der and abufe America has beceme her fecond nature ; 3
¢ can the ¢ Leopard’ change his {pots 7 The {pirits of
our countrymen murdered in the Chﬁfapcakc mll hover
round us unappeafed, unavenged ; and mar our feftivity
with their cries for vengcance ! The pleafing profpe&t of -
afpeedy accommodation with ¥rance, {feems eniirely over-
clouded ; juftice and policy are divorced, and our torelgn
reiations afloat on the wide ocean of uncertainty. Bat
there is no reafon to defpair, A kind Providence has
brou ght us fafely through many darker days than this.—
Not for worlds wonld we cuhangc this day and itsfortanes
for thofe on which the fun roie thirty four years ago.—
Thofe were indeed gioomy times, when the parent viewed
his children with agonizing doubt, whether he was rearing
arace of flaves or of freemen. He now beholds tiicm
srown to the prime of life in the nurture of liberty, blefl-
ing his eyes with 2nother generation to inherit the fruits
of his toils and danger. We poflefs a country, fertile in
the choiceit produéts of every climate—the ample fiores
of knowledge are acceflible to ali—Every fect, of cvery
religion, is alike free—The face of our country exhibits
a2 happy contraft 10 the defolated ficlds of Europe, where
war purfues mankind with his heavieft {courge. For the
fecurity of our many bleflings, we have a government
which has ftood the teft of praéticc ; and which has at
its head one of the mmﬂcr fpirits of the revolution.
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Indeed, fcllow-citizens, we have ithis year more than
ufual occafion for rejoicing. The hopes of a foreign na-
tion, who has long fought to promote anarchy here, for
her own purpofes, arc forever blafted. She and her
partizans may relinquith their efforts ; for they have
endcavoured, without fuccefs, to avail themielves of an
opporturity to divide the people from the government,
fuch as they will never haveagain. The fpell of delufion
which bound the -eufes of many of cur citizens, is broken;
and they are once more reftored to the national family.
After a dark and ftormy night. the fun of republicanifm
zilds. with renovated fplendor, the green fummits of Ver-
me.nt, the white mountaics of New-Hampthire, and the
thoufand hills of Maflachufetts. New-England is reftored
to her priftine brightnefs ; aod every itraggling itate has
rcturned to the ftandard of Union. There is tadeed a
party {till exifting, compofed, generally fpeaking, of the
very higleand the very low of fociety ; the one proneto
lead in the career of ambition. aad the other not daring
to abandon their feeders; there is fuch a party inoppcfition
to government ; but their fun is fet forever, and a long
and dreary night awaits them. Our National Senate is
purged of a Pickering, a foreign partizan, a difturber of
our country’s peace. The fubftantial body of the people
confide in the gevernment—We fhall have no more war
reports, no more Legiflative fan&ions to foreign infult—
no morc * patristic”” infurrections. Thefe things have
pafied away like a fnghtful dream, and we are awakened
to a fmiling day.

To retricve the advantages wrefted from us by foreign
injuilice, and fecure thofe which {lill abcund i1a our pof-
{-fl:on, we muft recur to the means by which our revolu-
ticnary patriots furmounted fuch fermidable dificulties—
a firm ard indiffoiubic UNION ;—a firong attachment to the
governmicnt of our choice—and that heroic felf-denial, which
never places private fortune in competition with ithe pubiic
intereff. A republic. once eftablithed, will infallibly ftand
as loang as the pecple are virtuous enough to deferve its
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wicllings. Let us then be faithtul 1o ourfelves ; anid the
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political ftorms will burft over us, barmiefs as the farge
upon the mafly rock. Let us be juft to ourfelves ; and
this day fhall be ftill a jubilee when the birth days of kings
and emperorsfhall be loft in immenfity of time-—our liberty,
bought with the beft blood of the country, thall defcend
unimpaired, a precious inheritance, to fucceeding genera-
tions—we_fhall quit the ftage of life with univerfal ap-
plaufe, and ¢ our childrenfhall rife up and call us blefled.”




