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*FATHERS, FRIENDS, AND FELLOW CITIZENS,

- _THE Nineteenth Century, now rapidly opening
upon us, exhibits the Nations of this Globe in:a light
calculated to excite, in every American breast, sensa.
tions of fear and astonishment. The eastern continent.
appears overwhelmed in- one vast deluge of tyranny,
and the groans of its suffering .inhabitants reach our
.cars, wafted on the waves. of the Atlantic. - But.these
happy:United States, favoured of Heaven, have, hith-
erto, rode out the storms of European .influence, and
at present rest anchored in the heaven of Independence.
! Impregsed with these ideas, parmit me to join with you
in the celebration of this . auspicious day, the naral
day of our Nation ; in recounting :the atchievements
of the revolution ; paying the tribate of respect to the
memories of its departed worthies ; and in reflecting
- an.our present dangers, and prospects of happiness. -
- Thirty-two annual revolutions of the bright lumina.
ry of day have witnessed our inflexible attachment to
hberty. We¢thave bowed at her altars, and sacrificed
at her shrine, from an unclouded belief of her worthi-
ness of our homage, attended with the solemn idea of
her being consecrated to us by the blood of our fath.
ers. While we contemplate the various. causes, which
have contributed to put us in possessign: of - this inval-
wable inheritance, let us take a retrospective view .of
those worthy ancestors, who fled from the sward of ty-
vanny, which drenched rhe old world with the blood
of religious and political martyrs, and for the sake of
liberty, encountered the perils of thé ocean, and the
dangers of a settlement in this, then, wjlderness of sav-
* ages, What must have been the feelings of that hero-
ic band of adventurers, when, after surmounting all the:
difficulties of along and dangerous voyage,. they were:
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hovering on the wild, Unfrequented shores of the new
world. On the one hand the wide rolling Atlantic,
on the cther a gloomy wilderness presented to their
view ; over whese wide extent, the soundsof civiliza-
tion had never been heard ; and from which nothing
could be expected to sooth the dismal forebodings of
their minds, but the howlings of wild beasts, and the
savaga yells of the natives, ~ Yet, under the smiles of
a protecting Providence, they overcame every obstacle,
"They traded, treated, and fought with their savage
neighbourg, until eir growing population enabled
them to bid defiance to the natives, and establish the
power of Great Britain on the shores of America. Eu-
ropean emigrants flocked into the Colonies. Church-
es, schools, and seminaries of learning were establish-
ed, and knowledge, opulence, and population rapidly
increased among them. But their growing prosperity
was not long undisturbed. The rapacious Parliament
of Great Britain soon marked them out as thesproper
objects of their avarice, cruelty, and oppression. They
haughtily assumed the right of making laws to bind
the Colonies in all cases whatever, and a system of tax.
ation was invented, which, in its consequences, led to
the ever memorable sth of March, 1770 ; when the
barbarous troops of that tyrannical power, drenched the
streets of Boston with the blocd of its innocent citi-
zens. May that gloomy day, whose morning sun rose
to exhibit scenes of blood and carnage in one of our
fairzst towns, and may those ilfated citizens, who fell
the first sacrifices at the shrine of Liberty, be never for-
gotten while an,ympulse of patriotism swells the bosoms
of Americans.—Ye Sons and Daughters of Columbia,
now basking in the sunshine of prosperity, enjoying
all the blessmgs of liberty, ask you what were the spir-

it and conduct of the Celonists at that important junc-
ture ! Go, ask the war-worn veterans. ot the revolu-
tion ; many of whom'are yet on this side the grave,
SOme h alting on the remains of their mutilated limbs,
and living oh the pensxons of their grateful country.
While thee spirit of ’75 rekindles in their furrowcd
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checks, they will answer, by taking you to T.efingtos,
and Breed’s hill, and there pointing you out the com-
mencing atchievements of the votaries of freedom, It

was there, on the 1gth of April, 1775, the Tgmple of

Janus was opened, and the floodgates of civil war lift-
ed up. It wase there the clarion of war was sounded,
which reached the ear, and arrested the attention of
every American. It was tiiere the first scene of that
great political Drama was acted, which, in its progress,
exhibited, to an astonished world, the patriotism and
firmness of an illustrious band of statesmen and heroes.
““ Those were days, which tried men’s souls;” but the
invincible spirit ot liberty bore down every obstacle,
and supported her sons in the hour of danger.

Let us take a cursory vicw ot the critical situation

of the patrictic Congress of 1776. A gloomy cloud -

hung over the trce of liberty. Newyork was in pos-
session of the British, who were also successful in the *
Jerseys ; our little army was expelled from Canada ;
Montgomery and Warren wete already failen asleep on
the death-bead of honour ; and what remained of our
armies in the field were naked, and without ammuni-
tion. Yet, under all these discouraging prospects,
that illustrious, undaunted band of heroes and states-
men, fired by the .nquenchable epirit of liberty, on
the 4th of July, 1776, thundered in the ears of their
enemies, and a listening world, that Declaration of In-
dependence, which I shall here beg leave to repeat.

*“ We, therefore, the Representatives of the United
States of America, in General Congussamepaseblcd, ap-
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the World, for the
rectitude of our intentions, do, in tl:e name, and by the
authority of the good people of these Colonies, sol-
emnly publish, and declare, that these United Colo-
nies are, and of right ought tobe, Tree and Indepen.
dent States : That they are absolved trom all allegi-
ance to the British Crown, and that all'connection be-
tween them and Great Britain is, and ought to be to-
tally dissolved. For the support of tais Declaration,
with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Provi-
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- dence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our

~ fortunes, and our sacred honours.” |

" 'Fhus, Fellow Citizens, that deed was done, which
‘dissolved all former compacts, and declared our coun-

try free.  Let us hail the auspicious day. Let us hail
the illustrious statesmen and heroes, who, in the face of
the world, and as it were, undex the thunder of the
British cannon, dared to afhix to that mighty deed their

- country’s. seal.

Annvally has this grand event been celebrated in ten

~ thiousand forms by a grateful, and happy people. Fath-

ers bave related it to their listening ehildren, Divines
have deseanted upon it in the public assembly. Ora-
tors, and Poets have delineated it ip their polished
periods ; -and Historians have recorded it in their in-
structive pages. Let us, this day, with joyful felicita-
tions, unite to congratulate each other on the happy

-event ; and while our bosoms swecll with ‘gratitude,

and the crimson current of our hearts flows joyfully

- through the channels of life, let us arise:on the wings of

fancy, and visit those ensanguined fields, where the he-
soes-of the revolution, mounted on ¢ war’s: gore be-
‘sprinkled car,” maintained, througli s¢enes of carnage.
aad dcath, their declared independence. Let us hover
over T'yconderoga, view the place where once lay the
army of Burgoine, whose progress spread terror

‘through the northern States, and rallied the inhabitants.

from everv quaster.  Let us wisit the place, where

“Starks won the battle of Benyington ; vicw the atchiev-

ments winfigiionganh. ; and at Saratoga, reflect on the.
glorious eapitulation of Burgoyne, which laid the foun-
dation of a treaty of alliance with France. Let us
wing our way to the shores of the Atlantic, visit Long
}sland, and there refizct on the horrors of War, on the
eround, which once was. strewed with the mangled
eorses of many hundreds of our coyntrymen. Let us
there visit the grave of Hale, whose memory will ex.-
jst while virtue 1s respected,.who.exposed and lost his
Jife purely in obedience to the inspirations: of patriot-

134, Let wg there vefizct on the cigcumstagees of bar-.
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tarity, with which, the British sactificed that bravé
young officer, while the last words, he breathed from

is patriotic lips were these, ¢ I lament onmly, that ¥
have but one life to loose for my conntry.” ‘thence
letour fancy lead us to West Point, whete a scene of
black treachety was performed; which congigned to
everlasting infamy and contempt, the name'of B. Ars
aold. Thence, in solemn procession, while our hearts
beat time to somé funeral dirge, let us move to Forz
Griswold, -and while the tear of sensibility stands
trembling in our eyes, let us there reflect on the afe
fécting history of that illfated place. It was at this -
Fort, nearly all the citizens of the little town of Gros
toif were suddenly collected, called by the voice of
thelr country quitting the half finished labours of the
day, leaving their families and their homes; they grisp-
ed their arms, and flushed with health and glowing
with patriotism, repaired to the Fort, hoping seon to
return, and renewing their labours, again to participate
in the joys of domestic life. |

Unhappy citizens. of Groton | How often did

the faithful partmers of your cares and joys; the
friends of your bosoms, with tears of tenderest cone
cern, offer up their intreaties to heaven for your safe-
ty ! How often did your little prattling infants, in uyn-
suspecting innocence, enquire when their fachers woald .
return! Alas, little did they think that the cold hand
of death would so soon close your eyes forever on all
earthly enjoyments; and less did they think that the ™
savage cruelty of the British off er storming the
fort, and disarming the garrison, would induce hin to
ordeér his defenceless prisoners ail butchered in cold
blaod, and thus, in one hour, fill 2 town with widows
#tid orphans ! 'There let us drop a tear on thé grave of
the brave Col. Ledyard, who cummanded the fort, and
who, after surrendening and Aclivering up his sword,
had the fatal weapon dyed in the crimson current of
his own heart. But let us fly thence to Newyork,
there view the place, where once lay the black hulks
of the prison ships. of England, in whose pestiferous
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- holds, more than eleven thousand of our fellow citizens
found a miserable dcath, attended with all the hor-
rid circumstances of studied torture, pestilence, hun.
ger and poison ; whose bones long lay bleaching on
our shores, the monuments of British cruelty, indis-
eriizinately mingled with scaweeds and shells.  Let
us proceed farther to the south, view Monmouth,
Trenton, and Princeton, and there behold the hero,
the father of his country, decked in the laurels of vic-
tory. At Carolina let us view the place where was
fought the celebrated battle of Guilford, which immor.
talized the nume ot Greene ; at Richmond and Wil
Lhamsburg let us contemplate the atchievments of the
Marquis de la Fayctte, whose generous services in the
cause of frcedom deserve our warmest gratitude ; and
at Yorktown, let us rest, and reflect on the closing
scene of tue revolutionary conflict, which terminated
in the capitulation of Cornwallis, ¢ laid the foundation
of a general peace; and diffused universal joy through-
out Ameriea.’” |
These, fellow citizens, are a few of the scenes which
fincy must paint, while she portrays the suiferings,
bravery, perseverance and fortitude of the colonistsy
while contending for that independence, which, we
have now convened to celebrate. Let us not lightiy
esteem an inheritance purchased at the expense of so
much treasure and blood ; nor let us think our inde-
pcndence secure at this important and eventful crisis of
the world ; but let us expectall the arts of foreign n-
fluence and intrigue to meet us daily in our way, and,
like the serpent in Eden, use the language of guile.—
Whoever reflects on our foreign relations must ac-
knowlcdge, that our liberties hang suspended by a
thread, that we stand on a precipiee, and that nothing
shom of the spirit of ’76 can save us from plunging
into that gulph of slavery, which appears expanding to
receive us. If we turn our eyes to France, we there
sce an iron Dynasty towcring on the ruins of the mild -
monarchy of the house of Bourbon, which lashes the
nations of Korope with a scourge of scorpions, and
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threatens destruction to every government on earth,
Where now are the Italian States ? Where is Switzer-
land } Where are Spain .and Portugal ? Where are
Austria, Germany, Holland, Prussia, Denmark, and
even Sweden ?. Alas, ¢ they are but the bloody -
hides of immolated . victims,” whose carcases haye
- been dragged away. to gorge the armies of a tyrant.
. The French revolution, after driving the infatuated
people through rivers of blood to the altar of liberty,
and there giving them their vows of allcgiance, has
- _terminated by placing an linperial crown on the head
of Napoleon ; who, on the ruins of the Bastile, de-
~ molished in the cause of freedom, has erected a tem-
ple, whose tenfold horrors will silence forever the
pretensions of the sons of. liberty. - Exasperated by a
rancorous. hereditary enmity -to Great Britain, the
cor ican usurper has exterminated from Europe every
coaution in her favour ; and now boldiy purposing to
carry war into the very heart of England, (like Tro-
jan Eneas in single cambat with Turness,) he threat-
" ens destruction to every nation that dares interfere,

On the other hand, "Gteat Britain, surtounded by
the waves, rides mistress of the ocean, and cut short
of her commerce, she proudly lays restrictions on that
of the rest of the world. Under these circumstances,
what must be the best policy of our infant govern-
ment ? Shall we, by any tangling alliance, throw our-
selves into the lap of England, where we must inevita-
bly, sooner or later, awaie. shorn of our strength by
the Delilah of the ocean ? Or shall we seek a more
spcedy fate, by throwing ourselves into the arms of
~the cersican, whose fraternizing hug, like that of the
deceitful machinery of the_ tyrant of old, is certain
death. Fellow citizens, I anticipate your zeply You
will consent to neither, What then'? Shall we un.
dertake the protection of our commerce, by buildinga
navy, that shall bid defiance to the powers of Europe?
Of such a visionary project, let the fate of Denmark,
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bid Aruerica beware, and convineg her of the sound.
ness of that policy, which withdraws us for a time
from the dangers of the ocean, and endeavours to
supply the want of those articles, for which we are de-
pendant on Europe, by exciting into action our own
native industry and ingenuity, in the employments of
manufactories. Wh 1Y thﬁn, this sullen murmur, that
rises on the ear from every part of th¢ Union ? Has
the scrutinizing eye of public sentiment found our of.
ficial servants unfaxthful to their trust 7 If so, where is
the spirit of *76 ? Llces it sleep in the tombs of ‘the
heroes of the revolution ? Can we not change our
public officers by our saffrages? Or do we not pos-
£635 enough of the spirit of otir'ancestors to hold up
“our hands in defence of that, which they pur‘..hasei
with their lives ? Or does this sullen murmur . arise |
from the malignant winds of foreign influence, sen:to
blight the fair fruit of the tree of liberty, while yet i
its bloom ¢ If s0, let ué not inhale the pestxlentml va-
pour, more fatal to our liberties, than the azotic gass
is 1o life. Or does it rather arige from the effects of
the procautionary measures of our government on
1he interes s of individuais * If so, let those individ-
uals visit the graves of the martyrs of freedom, thers
~refléct on the losses, ouﬁ'enngs and privatigns attends
ing the - acquisition ot our mdependence, and blushat
their murmirs.. What? Shall we tax” our ancestors
with folly, by refusing to support that with our treas-
re, which, they thought worthy of being purchased
st the expense of both' treasure and blood ! Qr say
- you that those repotts of foreign danger, the avowed
causgs of the precautionary neasures of our govern-
ment were fictitious ? As well might we doubt the
exist@nce of theé two gredt bcl.merent powers of Fu.
rope, who, in their contention for cornmerce, havz
swept away the laws of nations with the besom of
mars, and established the laws of reculiation in their
stcad.  ‘The existgnce of those powere in Faropz, is
RO nore certain, thunit is, thaty, we have noting

-~
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cxpect from the friendship, or generosity of either,
and every thing to fear from their enmity, avarice,

ambition, and power. |

- We learn from undoubted authority, that thase

orders and decrees of Great Britain and France, which

have so nearly annihilated the commerce of neutrals,
were first put -in practice in the year 1793 ; when

Great Britain, from commercial or political views,

declared certain rivers, cities, and places to be in a
state of blockade, befare which she did not keep any
adequate blockading force. On the 215t of Novene
- ber, 1306, the Emperour of France issued a decree,
in which, he charges Great Britain with violating the
laws of nations, and the rights of neutrality, and re-
taliates by declaring the isles of Great Britain to bein
a state of blockade. Since this time, . retaliating or.
ders and decrees have been reciprocally multiplied on
both sides, each party charging the other with violat-
ing the laws of naticns and the rights of neutrality ;
. unti] the Commcrce of che United States, in its prina
cipal objects, has been overthrown, (as it is reprea
sented) in every part of ‘the globe, except Canton, in.
China, some part of the shores of the Mediterranean,
Asia, and Arrica. And even these chances for enter-
prize are liable to be done away by captures, on cet-
tain pretexts by the one party, and confiscations by the
‘other, for submitting to searches which could not be
resisteC.  Such is the substance of the reperts of for-
cign danger, which gave rise to the Embargc laws.

Whether future events will prove those measures to
have originated in wisdom or folly, it is impossible to
foresee : But we may safely conclude, that, in a gov-
ernment like ours, the best measures are liable to he
defeated in their objects by opposition. And the dis-

graceful inroads, which foreign infiuence is making

among us, the daring outrages which are commisted

- on Qu.'r'sovreégmy, and the machinations of interna

conspiraters, promwise koghing very favourable to oy

4
| .
gountry, .
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Fellow szens, I beg lexve to repnat i ou, e

‘stand on a precipice, and nothing short of the $pirit
of 776 can save us ﬁom ruin ! <

4

| it 3 B— '
~ But let Columbia’s Genius «ise,
Ufgfurl heiStandard to the slzm ;
And st Isr Sons umtcd be,

fT heir motta--—“ DE4 TH or L 'errr, ‘
; “#.—'——-—



