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Brattleborough, Fuly 4, 1811.
SIR,

There beiﬁg_a general wish for the publication of yous
Oration, deli?ered this dav, the Committee of arrange-
ments have authorized us to solicit a copy for the press—
Your compliance with our request, in ihisépartiéulél:,fwili
oblige both the public, and

Your humble servants,
JOHN STEWARD, y For Committee of
SAMUEL ELLIOT, ) Adrrangement.
Joux Noves, Esq.

Biattleborough, Fuly 5,1811.

GENTLEMEN,

I have herewith sent you a copy of my Oration, witi:-
out any apology. If its}iublicatioﬁ 1s thought to be of anv
use, vou are at hiberty to pubiish it.

Your most obedient servant,

JOIIN NOYLS,

Jouy STEWARD, I
LSOTS,
SAMUEL hLLwI,




" ORATION.

FELL()W" C ITIZENS

. ALMOST all nations have had theu public
feftivals. . To celebrate fome extraordinary difpern-
fation of ProviDENCE, Or comimemorate: fome great
_national event, feems to have been congemal to the
feelings of human nature. For thefé purpofea Dar-
ticular days were confecrated as facred, and in ruder
-and more {uperftitious times, the fﬂlemmtles of :
-anniverfary were blended with the rites of Rehn'mn.
Ideas and {fentiments, which- were hlgh]y mtereﬁmfr
-in a political view, whele communities were eager tO
cherifh and perpetuate, and thé hiiman mind felt 2
delicate and dignified pleafure, in aﬁbcratmg, in fome
Grove or Temple, to chaunt the war fong, to eulogize
the Hero and the Sage; and to -animate to love of
country, and the-adoration of the Gods.

‘But what was E‘ifcr more iﬁtereﬁing to any
‘people, than is to us, the American Indeperdence ?
Or what political era more memorable than the

Fourth of July, Seventeen IHundred aad Seventy
Six?

On that eventful day were laid the foundations
of an Empire. DBy afolemn and iplendid aé& of the
reprefentatives of the nation, a whole people were e-
mincipated from every control but a felﬁgovernment
of laws.  And in this highly favoured lind the iron
chains of fuperflition and ufurped prerogative,
which, in a greater or lefs deglee, had faft bound in
thraldom thc whole human faniily, were burft afun-

der, and the American Citizen was left free to think,
to act, and to enjoy.
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In the moment of traverfing the hiftori¢ pages
of the crifis, the foul, imprefled by a tranfa&ior. fo
auguit and fub:ime, is initantly wafted to regions
above its ordinary flights, and while it delights to
dwefl on the {cene in retrofpe&, it haiis the returning
Anniverfary as the jubilee of the nation, to Le kept
by uunborn iiliions for ages yet to come. Other
great events, {uch as the downfall of empires and
the overthrow of mighty armies, dwindle, no leis in
the comparifon, than they are difguiting in their na-
ture. Thele are calculated to aftect the mind, with
little elfe than coniternation and terror ; but, that,
the Wife and Good, the Philofopher and Philanthropift
of every country could not but view with aftonith-
ment, admiration, and delight : And the fears they
- long had entertained for the fate and for the happi-
nefs of man were loft in exalted hopes, for they
feem to fee, through the darknefs of the political
deep, a world of order, {pringing from chaos, and,
as it was at the birth of time, they fang together
and fhouted aloud for joy.

Come, then, let us participate the joy and the
noble fentiments, naturally excited by a review of
the occafion. The memory of the American Inde.
~endence can never be loft, nor the monuments, rear-
ed by the revolution, defaced by lapfe of time, and
the lamp of our country’s patriotiim fhould never
ceafe to burn.

While we, this day, draw around the altar of
Fresdom, and call up the recollection of the fignal fa-
vours of ProvIDENCE, 2n | the great atchievements
which accompanied the ftruggle for independence,
may our bofoms overflow with grateful {fenfations
to the murificent Author of all bleflings, and to thofe
Patriots and Warriors. by whofe toils, fuﬂerlnoq, and
deaths, were intended to be fecured to us, and to pof-
te iry, 'the rights and privileges of Freemen. Such
diftinguifhed acts of benelicence, and {uch precious
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facrifices, call for all our gratitude : And the inval.
uable boon, realized in a long feries of paft proiperi.
ty, and in the yet hopeiul profpeéts of our beloved
country, demands our rejoicing.

But, in the midft of * {pontaneous mirth” and
« high pinioned joys,” let us not be unmindful that
we fhould rejoice with fobernefs and trembiing.
Thoughtlefs exultations belong not to man. For if
profperous days have been multiplied to him, {o ailo
the days of his adverfity may be many.

All things beneath the fun are permanent in
nothing, but viciflitude. This is the peculiar char-
“acteriftic of all human projetts. They can never
have the ftamp of perfection, for they are the work
of an imperfe& hand, and they muft be precarivus,
becaufe their author is perifhatle.

The ftrongeft foundations, and the loftieft pil-
lars are often the mere fport of accident. King-
doms and Empires pafs away, leaving nought be-
hind, for the contemplation of the hiftorian and
moralift, but a long concatenation of caufes and ef-
fects, and the floating fragments of the mighty
wrecks. Our own excellent fyftems of goverrn.ent,
thofe monuments of human wifdom, and alike the
Freemen’s pride and the Patriot’s boaft, and ever
~ the Independence of our country, that which we all

~do inghly prize, and for which a WASHINGTON
toiled, and many Heroes bled—all, all may perith,
and be loft forever!

F.r be it from us to damp the joys of the pref-
ent occafion, by fearful forebodings. Sufficient for
the day fhould be the evils thereof. But, the
“ figns of the times” are alarming. Ours is an age
of no common complexion.  Difrobed of its milder
afpects, it has aflumed the ghaftly vifage of defola-
tions and ruins. The terrible revolutious of faliirg
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states and Empires, which, in other times, would
have figured in centuries of hiftory, are, of late,
crowded into a {pace of days s and each {ucceedlng‘

event feems but a premonition of new cataﬁ'rophes,’
ftill more frighttul than the former. -

When we turn to the polltu al deep, and look
off, upon the floods, the boldeft courage is difmayed
at the profpect. The whole horizon lowers and
frowns ; and all is night, and tenipeft, and wild con.
fufion. ¢« Wrecks are {feen on every billow, and the
ear 1s aflailed with the cries of dlﬁrefs, and the
?Hlekb of defpair mingled with the howlings of the
torm.”’ . oo

The all-mundafmn‘ deluge of French Refvolutzan'
as already fpread wide its horrors. It feems faﬁ
covering the face of the whole world, and high rai-
fing itfelf Sver the lofty mountains and hills’; and
one {tirong nation aft. r another, has been plunged.
beneath the defolating element. What portentious
admonitions thefe, even to thefe United States: “ Be.
ye alfo ready P

If ever the awful day fhould come, when the
yet furviving powers of Iurope, and the eaftern
world, thall be engulrhed, in the mighty deluge :

shall we not be alarmed for the fate of our politi-
cal Ark? If now, when launched but a little way,
and only ¢n the borders of the wave, 1t is well n;gh
fuunder ed by the whirls of the eddies and the furges
of the currents, fhould unfkilful pilots or adve:{e
fates urze to the midft ot the tremendous deep,
what rc‘um fhail be fought, or what Ararat could
be found as a refting place of fafety? Surely the
crifis is dreadful, even in imagination only—and
nay Heawven, in great mercy, avert it from us.

But, let us forbear to magnify dargers, or dif-
parage a Ju;t coufidence in the fafety of our coun*
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try. The prefent great convulfions of the nations
are within the control of an Querruling Providence.
His defigns may be inlcrutable, but his bow is in the
cloud ; and whatever fhall be the afpect of things,
of our republic, we muft never defpair. It is now
the laft and only furviving one on the face of the
earth. It ftands a foiitary monument—a diftant
beacon, and a rallying point to opprefled humanity,
when in other, and more propitious times, the
Genius of Liberty {hall refufcitate a general flame, and
emancipate the world.

Let us then difpel our fears. Hope is a fweet
companion, without which, life itfelf would lofe al-
moft all its charms: And what is innocent in prin-
ciple, and in its effects it is a duty to indulge. Let
us participate the delightful pleafure of hoping and
believing, that whatever difafters other nations may
be deftined to fuffer, ours will efcape every calamity
and furvive the general wreck——That our govern.-
ment, our liberties, and our excellent inftitutions
will all be preferved and remain lafting bleflings to
us and to pofterity. But never can we reafonably
hope, nor expect, that all this will be the effect of
chance. Such great falvation will be the refult of
{uitable means on the nart of our citizens. It will
depend on great wifdom and virtue, and a general
diflufion of knowledge. Thefe are the grand pillars,
the only vital principle of a republican {yltem of
government, and without which it cannot long en-
dure,

The fact, however, will not be denied, that
multitudes of other fyltems, where thefe qualities
were rave, indeed, have neverthelefs prolonged an
exiftence tor ages.  But, let it be remembered, that
thofe governments differed effentially from our:, in
thetr nature and forms, and in the principles of fup-
port on which they relied.

B
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Wherever the human mind acquires an artifi.
cial elevation hy chivalrous ideas and fentiments,
or is funk below 1ts level by ignorance and fuperfti-
tion, obedience is the refult of falfe principles of hon-
our, or of a inere brutal fervility. And if; in con-
nedtion with {uch influences on the paflions ‘of men,
be added the mighty m1chmery of the military pow-
er, to firike terror and awe, the thrones of the Neros
and Napoleons, of every age, are fixed on a duratle
bafis, icarcely liable to be overturned by domeftic vi-
olence, and generally continuing, until a weaker is
overwhelmed by the powcr of a ftronger.

How very different are the principles and mo-
tives which are neceflary to the fupport of a repub-
lican government ? Such a political fyftem, grow-
ing out of general confert, and deriving all its en-
ermc» from | public opinion difdains both the ufe and
the influence of fuperftition and ignorance—the pa-
g~ant decorations of Majelty, and the slittering ar-
ray of arms, to give ftrength to its frame, or activ-
ity to its functions. Thefe appendages are noxious
accompaniments, like deformities and morbid affec-
tions in the human body, never beneficial, and al-
ways deftrudtive to its health and vigour. But,
having its origin in reafon and the nature of man,
and inftituted {olely for the public weal, a genuine
republic tinds the cement of its bufls, and its ftrc ng
ligatures, in enlightened underftandings and moral
difpofitions  Here are lodged the jlumina of the
iyftem, and the bones and finews of its ftrength;
and could thefe be preferved they would give per-
petulty to its duration.

The calamities to which all other governments
are llabie from without, may be cermmoen to this.
It may be menaced 2nd s.ﬂaxlcd with the fcourges of
foreign war, and h;ue to neet, in arms, whoie ncils
of myrmidons and conicrlptb ; Lut u*ﬁmtely lefs
would be the danger from thele, than from a gere-
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ral prevalence of ignorance and corruption of mor.
als. Thefe are the breach in the wails, expofing to
every attack—The great flood-gate, through which,

:nfidioully enter, inordinate ambition, party [pirit, dif-.
cord and treafon—:he fatal gangrenes of all republics.

To caufes like thefe may be traced the downfall
of the ancient fyftems of Greece and Rome. So
long as the great body of their citizens continued to
ke {ober, wife and virtuous, thofe governments ex-
celled in profperity and ftrength ; and the luftre of
tieir fame was brightened no lefs by their works of
genius than by the prowefs of their arms. But
wien a declension 1in morals let loofe the wicked
and boifterous passions, credulity, always the natural
oifspring of ignorance, gave opportunities to dema-
gogues to deceive and millead the people in the great
concerns of the State, the foundations of the repub-
lics were undermined, and their f:1l was inevitable.
The admonitions and exertions of only a few wife
and virtuous citizens could not fave them from def-
truction—becaufe the people themfelves, at length,
become profligate in fentiments and conduct, and
ftupid as to their true interefts, would not be dissua-
ded from liftening to the finifter and d:lufive vaga-
ries of felf-ftyled patriots, inftead of correct political
principles, and from preferring“the gratification of
their fordid passions to the good of their country.

How monitory the leflon to be drawn from
thofe celebrated nations, and, if properly confidered,

will it not produce ferious and gloomy apprehien-
sions in us, and 1n all our citizens ?

The American Republic, at prefent, is threat-
ened with great mifchief, if not ruin, from the fame
{fources we bave defcribed 3 and the dangers to
which it 1s expofed, are no lefs now, than in the
days of the ancient republics, but greatly augment-
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ed by circumftances peculiar to the times in which
we iive. There has, of late, gone forth into the
world, a {pirit, extraordinary in the fubtilty and ac.
tivity of its power, and a fuf gencris 1o kind.  Its
very nature is to pluck up and to ruin—to reévolu-
tionize and deftroy. And the wayward and per-
verfe difpofitions of men, not fatisfied with their
own firong natural propenfitics to mifrule and dif-
order, have taken into their fervice this new and for-
eign aid, as if to make depravity itfelf ftiil more de-
praved.

In that country where were feen the firft foot-
fteps of its marches, it proved to be the Bohon Upas
to all that is great and good, in principle and in
practice. The confolations of religion and virtue,
and the wife and immemorial maxims of morals and
politics expired by its poifon. It went far in revo-
lutionizing the nature of man, by {tripping it, of all
its amiable qualities, and leaving nothiag behind but
a favage heart and brutal propenfities. With the
honied words of Liberty and Equality on its lips, it
rivetted anew and made ftronger the fhackles of
flavery—mixed a keener poignancy in the already
bitter cup of fuffering hunianity, and, to ufe the lan-
cuage of 2 humane and feeling writer, ¢ left 1ts
deluded victims to enjoy no other ihan the hiberties

of hell.”

Such are {fcme of the features of the character
of this great Apollysn, who did more in {fubjugating
and runing the ill-fated governments of lurope,
than all the armies of the ierrible nation, and who
has, long fince, perched upon our fhores, thecdirg
forth its baleful influences, and carrying on 1ts lethi-
terous work. The efleéts of its labours are icen, in
the opinions, the difpofitions and ¢he conduéi of
multitudes of our citizens, and ever 1 the gicat
~ouncils of our country.  Men are made to regard
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perveriity of principle, and obliquity of fentiment
as the faireft paflports to reputation and fuffrage—
to aflume for argument, propofitions palpably abfurd
and contradi¢tory—to fear dangers, that no where
exift, < and to fce what never can be feen.”

To change, to new-model, and to pull down
cvery thing, venerable by age or {anctioned by time,
is the order of the day with its votaries. The fa-
cred diGates of infpiration are rules of life too old
or too rigid for the refined philgfoply of the day.—
Hence, blow after blow has been firuck at the infti-
tutions of relizion and morals, and thus, through
them, at the only foundations of civil fociety. By
the inftigations of this /piriz, the politics of our coun-
try have been me:amorphofed into 2 new and ex-
traordinary kind of beings—di{daining to travel the
old, and well-beaten paths of wifdom and experience,
they are perched upon the erial czr of the balloon,
without a compafs or ftar for a guide, or a chart by
which to direc their courfe ; and while aiming to
injure fancied or pretended enemies, they have com-
mitted {uicide upon themfielves, and deftroyed the
profperity of the nation.—And even now, this fame
malignant demon {eems to be in the laft act of pre-
paring to immolate the peace, the liberty, and the in-
dependence of our country upon its own unhallow-

ed altars, and then to triumph over the ruins, and
the horrors it has produced.

7

What American Hercules fhall arife to {lay the
hideous monfter ? or what antidote can be found fox
the poifon of its ftings ?

Wifdom and virtue in all-confoling accents ve-
ply, Your fafety is in us—In us there 1s more thon
Herculean ftrength—In us there 15 a panacea for
your maladies, and a * balm for all your wound:’”
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By controling and fubduing the unruly paflions,
and giving light to the underftandings of men, we
ransform the rude, the ignorant, the vicious and
the vile, into well-informed, quiet, and peaceable
citizens. Hence the all- deﬁroymg blafts of ambi-
tion, and party animofity ceafe. Vice and ignorance
are no where to be feen. Talents and merit afcend
to their {tations in the private circles of {ociety, and
in the public councils of the nation. And thus the
government itfeif being free from every evil and
danger from within,digs deep its foundations, makes
itrong 1ts pulars, and places its munitions in the

rocks.

Go then, my friends, and in the fecret places
of your retirements, commune with your own
hearts, and be wife. Sufler no bitternefs of party
rancour nor pertinacity of will te blind you, as to
the trve and folid interefts of fociety. Baniih from
your breafts the ragings oi ambition, and that inor-
dinate love of pelf and power which frequently
make men fwerve from the ftraight path of duty:
And, as you value your country—the birth-place
of your fathers, your own, and the future refidence
of your offspring : As you prize its independence,
its government, and its invaluable inftitutions—and
as you regard the welfare, and the happineis of your-
felves and your chiliren...So let your care and en.
deavours be to inculcate wif{dom and virtue. Take
faft hold of their inftruéions, and liften to their pre-
cepts. Practife them, yourfelves, on ail occafions
and 1n cvery fituation. Teach them to your chil-
dren, your neighbours, and to all around you, and
if you have fhared hiberally in the gifts of fortune,
be not backward in aiding thofe eftablithments and
isititutions, which are calculated to 1nprove the
velivion, the morals, the virtue and the me]edg«“
of our citizens. Do thefe things and you will yet

wve your country, prolong its profperity and hap-
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pinefs, and receive the benedictions of all pofterity.
Do thefe things with proper views and motives, and
you will have difcharged an important duty to
yourfelves, and to that BEING, in whofe hands are
the deftinies of all nations and empires, whofe King.
dom is an cverlafting Kingdom, and whofe deminion is
forever and ever.




