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ORATION, &c.

i’l‘ is with unfeigned diffidence that I presume
to alldress this respectful assembly. Having no
pretensions to talents, and but little leisure to ac-
quire information, 1 have never sought to obtrude
mysglfinto public notice. But a willingnessto grat-
ify / my counirymen, has induced me, in compli-
ance with their solicitation, and regardless of the
consequence to myself, to undertake the task now
before me.

Through the mercy of Divine Providence we are
permitted to witness another anniversary of the
declaration of our National Independence. |

Time, with its unceasing velocity, has measured
forty-oue revolving years since this important event
took place.—And where shall we now look for
those sages, thase patriots and heroes by whom i¢
was accomplished? How few of those who declar-
ed and achieved our Independence are now ~live to
participate its blessings! How many fell in the glo-
rious combat and consecrated the altar of liberty
with their blood! Aind how great a part of those
who survived and saw their country blest, have
gince taken their flight from this terrestrial sphere!
Some few, indeed, are yet alive, who nobly dared
to assert their country’srights—who manfully stood
forth in its defence—who witnessed the trying
scenes of the revolutionary struggle—who saw their
wishes realized—who viewed their country eman.
eipated—who beheld our independence recogniz-
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ed—who were mstrumental in the establishinent or
our happy 1nstitutions, and in laying the foundation
for the glory and happiness of this rising Republic,
They have also witnessed the snbsequent vicissi-
tudes through which our country has passed. They
have emoyed the calm retreat of peace, and they
have seen our rights assailed, and our country re-
sort to war to defend what they had bravely won.

They have seen the second strnggle for our liber-
ties, and they have seen it terminate in an honom‘-
able peace.

But their silver locks bespeak the com‘lon
of years and of multiplied cares. Their hearts,
which once beat strong in their country’s cause,
and vibrated to its urgent wishes, now, tper-
haps, can heave but a faint palpitation. T heir arms,
that were once nerved with steel to wield the wea-
pon of defence, have now become feeble and atten-
uated ; their countenances, that once flushed with
mvmcnble ardor, now exhibit a corrugated visage,
‘They have passed their grand climacteric—they are
sinking under the weight and infirmities of years—
Soon the curtain of life must drop, and we fervent-
ly hope their immortal spirits will be ushered into
mansions of celestial bliss. The transcendant worth
of these illustrious revolutionary heroes will be

cherished ; their exploits will be held in grateful
remembrance so long as one spark of patriotism ex-
ists in the sons of Columbia—so long as one ves-
tize of hiberty can be traced in her soil. To them,
under Provndence, it is owing that we at this tuune
are not in a state of vassalage, subjected to all the
miseries which tyranoy-might inflict—when we
might be obliged to toil and sweat while others
reaped the fruit of our labours—when our aged
sires might be doomed to see * waunt, worldly want,
that hungrv meagre tiend at their heecls, and cha-
sing them in view,” while their debilitated frones
_were inpldequate to the task of labour, and wlyje
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their exhausted natures demand repose—when our
yonng and middle aged men might be dragged

away to ught the battles of some ambitions tyrant,
while they left their near and dear connections
drowned *n tears and expecting never more to re-
turn to their embrace—when the tender females
and helpless children might have to expericnce the
chilling b!ast of bleak adversity, to be exposed to

msultq and injuries, and to pine away in helpless
wretchedness.

Can we reflect on these things and not raise our
souls in devout acknowledgment to the God of
Heaven, and not have our hearts expanded with
gratitude to the benefactors of our country? If we
can we are unworthy of the blessines of freedom,
we are undeserving the name of Americans. That
we may rightly appreciate the heroic deeds of our
ancestors, ‘let us take a brief retrospect of events
through that momentous crists which tested their
wisdom and their valor.

Prior to the discovery of America by Christopher
Columbas. w the year 1492, this country was in a
wild, uncultivated state, and unknown to all the
“world except the native savages, The first settle-
ment in \ew-England was at Plymouth, by emi-
grants trom England, in the year 1620. Persecu-
ted in their native country,‘they fled to this, to find
an assvium where they could enjoy their rights of
conscience. ‘T:ey erossed the boisterous ocean—
They endured severe distresses on their voyage—
They landed in this then howling wilderness, where
the rear of wild beasts, and mare hideous savage
yeii pervaded their ears— Dangers and distresses
were on everyside. Atlength, their indefatigablein-
dustry overcame their wants. meranunb increas-
ed—the «turdy trees were lcvelled to the ground,
and abuencdant harvests rewarded their labours.—
Coiouies wore furmed, under charters frotn the Eng-
fish crown, and they increased in wealth and pop-
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ulation with unexampled rapidity. ‘Their flourish-
ing sitnations drew forth the jealousy of the Eng-
I'sh yoverminent, who feared their rising greatness,
Jest they should one day abjure their allegiance.
In this situation she devised and began to put into
execution a system calculated to curtail our rights
and privileges ; to cripple us in our infancy; to in-
crease our dependence upon her; torender us sub-
servient to their views and interests, and finally to
rivet the chains of slavery upon us. But these ty-
rannical measures, instead of answering the end for
which they were designed, had an uppomtf eflfect :
They accelerated that event which we have now as-
sembled to commemorate. ‘The representatives of
the colonies assembled and deliberated. They
considered that to acquiesce in the injuries they
were receiving, would be to become passive slaves,
and to entail upon posterity the yohe of bondage,
They therefore resolved to throw off their allegi-
ance and tight for their libertys Accordingly, ou
the 4th of Julv 1776, the Declaration of Independ-
ence was sxﬂned And here let us view the vast
disparity between the two countries, now at open
war. Qur population was yet but smeall, and thin-
ly scattered over an extensive territory—our habity
aud dispositions were pacific—our means of oppo-
gition, and our munjtions of war were next to ne-
thing—While the nation with whom we had to cons
tend was in the zenith of her greatness. With a vast
navy at hier command, she yode, the proud mistress
of the ocean ; an army of veteran troops, well vers-
ed in the science of tactics, were at her disporal,
and all the means of annoyance she could wish
were in her power. Thus circumstanced, Ameri-
ca went forth like the stripling of lsrael to meet the
proud Guliah.  We appealed to Heaven ior the
justuess of our cause, The cry ot Liberty! to.
armms! resounded from oune end of the coumry to
the other. Our citizens caunght the spirit of potri- E
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otism. Theardor of liherty animat: < their conduct
and extinguished all minor considerations.—They
becote united in one common band of interest and
affection—they rallied round the standard of free-
dom—they clasped their arms in defence of their
countrv, and resolved to conquor or die. Many
were the difficulties and disasters they had to en-
counter—cold, hunger and fatigue, and the cruel
barbarities of th: enemy were no uncommon allot-
ment. Guided, bowever, by the wisdom of WasH-
INGTON, and under the protection of the Gop orF AR-
MIES, they surmounted every obstacie, and finally
became victorious. After a seven year’s conflict,
in which hope and fear were alternate as disap-
pointment or success prevailed, the haughty enemy
was humbled and obliged to acknowledge our in-
dependence.

eace, with its concomitant hlessings, lighted a
smile of joy in evedP countenance. Like the gen-
ial rays of the morning sum, it dispelled the gloom
of darkness and diffused its exhilarating influence
ou all around.

But here was another and 2 momentous duty to
be performed. A system of government wax to
be (revieed, which should guarantee to every indi-
vidunal his just rights, while it tended to prowmote
the strength, security and happiness of the nation.
Fortunatelv the framers of our constitution acted
with cool deliberation, and with a wise reference to
the probable effect of the measures they were about
to adont.  Happily for us such a system was then
adopt:d, which remains a standing monsinent of
their wisdom, and the admiration of the world.—
Under this eonstitaticn the United States advanced
in their carcer, and sailled down ¢ the full tide of
successful exneriment.”  Butsoon that implacable
spirit in the British governuient began to rear 1ts
hiddeous crest—soon it began to assail our rights—
socn 1t began to wreak its vengeance on our ua-




offendinig citizens.  Our property was seize®
and confiscated—onr seamen were l1mpressed in-
to her cruel service, and even the waters 1n our
own jurisdiction were stained with our own
country’s blood. France also, was not wanting in
injustice towards us—in committing depredations
upor our commerce, and spoilations on our pro-
perty. Unwilling to resort to coercion. so long as
cire glimpse of hope remained of obtaming redress
by negociation, we appealed to their justice, uvntil
forbearance ceased to be a virtne. On the 18th
June, 1812, war was declared azainst Great Britain
and their dependeucies. The warual spirit of the
country was roused to action. The brilliant victo-
ries of our navy, and the splendid achievements of
our army, shed a lustre on the Awmerican name, re-
trieved our character from the charge of pusillani-
mity, gilded the page of Awgrican history, and
gamed an honorable peace. ™

Wihen the clangour of arms had ceased—when
the hostile foe kad withdrawn from our shores—
when our citizen soldiers had returned to their do-
mestic circles- we all can recollect the thrilling
sensations of joy which we felt. Wars are always
calamitous, and shonld never be resorted to, but
as the last alternative to vindicate the nghts of man.
The scenes of misery they have occasicned, takes
the phitanthropic mind recoil with horror. How
happy for the world will it be, when * the swords
ihall be heaten into plough-shares, and the spears
into pmnmu»hooks, aud the nations learu war ne
more.’

But, strange as it may scem, notwithstanding the
justness of our cause and the forbearance we had
exercised, we had a faction amoneg us, who in
peace, were clamorous for war—but who, when
war was declared, branded it with every opprobri-
s epithet—\Who were professedly the exclusive
ffiends of the country-—and vet, were conniving




with its open enemies—who styled themselves the.
disciples of WASHINGTON, whlle their conduct was
diametrically opposite to his injunctions—who
were endeavouring by every means which their in-
genuity could invent, to render the war unpopular
and odious, to paralize the arm of the general gov-
ernment-—to render abortive the measures of de-
fence, and who were secretly plotting a dissolution
of the union. The famous Hartford Convention
caps the climax of folly, and has cast a stain upon
ity authors which india-rubber cannot efface. This,
worse than gyn powder plot, will be a beacon to
future ages. Had not a merciful providence inter-
posed, and turned the counsel of Ahithopel into
foolishuess, and iclined the hearts of our enemy
to peace, we have good reason to think, that our
country would have experienced the horrors of civil
war—that the dire scenes of Lavendee would have
been witnessed—citizen armed against citizen,
neizhbour against meighbour, father against son,

aml brother against brother, to imbrue their hands
in each other's blood. One general scene of car-
nage would have ensued—torreuts of hlood would
have rolled down our streets, and mangled corzes
have strewed the ground. We shculd then have
failen an easy prey to our enemies, and heen sub-
dued and enslaved. It is not intended to cast re-
flections upon those who sincerely doubted the ex-
pediency of the war, for many such there undoubt-
edly was, whose characters are entitled to respect.

But, after war 18 legally declared by the constitu-
ted authonity of the land, united exertions in a vig-
orous prosecution, is the surest way to mitigate its
evils, and to bring it to a Speedy and successful
teruination. I times of danger, all difference of
opinion should be merged in love of country. Als
though the evils of party spirit havc been happily
averted, and its rage is now subsided, yet the
awfnl consequences wh:ch might have resnlted from

I —
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it to us, and which have been felt by others, farnist:
us a solemn memento to beware of its contamina-
ting influence. [Not all the evils of Pandora's hox -
18 more to be deprecated than this bateful deemon.
It renders alive, to each other, those who ought to
be united by the strongest ties, it cherishes the
most baneful passions, it expels llberalxty and pa-
triotisim, it mars the peacee of society, it weakens
the energy of a free government, and if unrestrain-
ed, will prove its ruin. The necessity of union
caanot be too forcibly inculcated. It was union
which achieved our lndependence, and union must
maintain it. K was union which elevated Greece
to the pinnacle of renown, and it was division that
sunk her to the lowest state of degradation. Ia
an elective government like ours, the rulers are
chosen by the people, and amenable to them for
their officiai condvet ; and when the people are
dissatistied with their rulers they can remove them
by their sufirag s. It is right that the majority
shouid rule, and it is a duty incambent on every in-
dividual to yield obedience to the laws of his
eountry. As the opinions of men are so various, it
is seldom that any measure will exactly coincide
with the views of every person. Hence arises the
necesgity of mutnal concessions. And | will ask
if it i possible for men to advocate every meavure
etnanating from their own party, and indiscrimi-
nately 1o oppose every measure proposed by the
other party, and at the sanie time maintain a cood
eon~cience.— Although we ought to obey the laws
of our country and State, yet we ought not to place
a blind confidence in our rulers. We ought to be
jealous of our rights. We cught as individuals to
be satistied that our rolers are aiming at the wel-
fare of the public, or we ought to exercise our veto
in the right of sufirage ; and having discharged vur
own duty, little have we to fear but that we shall

' ‘ laws, The mn-
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jority of a free and enlightened people, possessing
the requisite information to ¢nable them o judge
correctly of men and measures, will seidom depart
from the right path.—Itis matter of joy and con-
gratulation that our country is so highly favored
with the means of education. Learning is the
source of happiness—the safeguard of our rights,
and the ornament of our country.

Let us now consider our present situation. Our
country enjoys a profound peace. The clashing of
belligerents have ceased to threaten our repose.
Foreign nations are disposed to cultivate our
friendship. We have a great extent of territory,
with a salubrious air, and embracing a diversity
of soil and climate—with a hardy yeomaory te
cultivate the luxuriant soil, and reap its abundant
harvests. We are rapidly increasing in population,
in wealth, in the cultivation of the arts and scien-
ces, and in whatever can ameliorate the condition
of man. We have the best government n the
world—oune which has stood the test of experience
and proved its efficiency in the severest trials—A
government which abridges none of our natural
and inalienable rights, but protects us in the enjoy-
ment of them all.—Unanimity among our citizens
remarkably prevails—OQOur elective franchise has
recently been exercised ia placing in the guberna-
torial chair of the nation, the man of our choice,
Our Chief Mavistrate has comienced his adminis-
tration under the most favorable auspices. Heis
now on a tour through the country, to view the for-
tifications and works of defence, in order to dis-
charge with the greatest ability the duties of his
function. The reception he has met with in the
various cities through which he has passed, evin-
ces the attachment of the peopte to their political
father. A spirit of liberality and toleration has
diffused itself through this State. The freemen

‘have elected their new Chief Magistrate with un-




1%

common unanimity. The mist of ignorance is dig,
pelling—Dbigotry and superstition is vahishing
away—the genial rays of truth shed their illumin-
ating and invigorating influence, and our steady
habits become niore confirmed. Notwithstanding
our country labours under some embarrassment
which bhave arisen from an uncommon state of
things, at the close of the war, yet these are but
‘temporary, and will scon beremoved. Commierce,
agriculture and manufactures, the three great pil-
lars of our strength, are prosperous, and reciproca-
ting their advantages with each other. 1t was not
until Jately that the public attention was roused to
the subject of manufactures. A spirit of investiga-
tion has now spread throagh the country—>Societies
are formed in varicus places, to acquire concentrate,
and diffuse all possible information relating to this
important subject. Associated with one of these
societies, we behold the President and Vice-Presi-
dent of the nation. 1t is now admitted by themost
enlightened statesmen, that manufactures are es-
sential to the prosperity, the freedom and independ-
ence of our country, The excessive foreign impor-
tations have drained the country of specie, and if
Jong continued will render it bankrupt. Our man-
ufactures have already attained a good <-:ree of
perfection, and, if fostered and encourag !, will
prove sources of wealth and happiuess to the na-
tion. | | | |
" Where is the spot on the globe so highly favour-
cd as Amepica? 'The advantages that result from
our situation and the nature of onr government,
are many and great. We are blessed with all the
combined resources that can render our nation in-
dependentand happv. Cur domain is not the cir-
cumscribed extent of Britain’s isle, nor the sterile
Jesert of Zahara. Our means of subsistence and
comfort are not confined to a few occupatic.ns, buf
orets o ope fo hevarinns branches of in-
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dustry. . Here are employments suited to the gen-
1us, the taste and the capaeity of all descriptions
of people, 'The mutual interchange of the produc-
tions of each other’s valor strengthens the bonds of
society and weaves together their destinies. The
benigu influence of equal laws tends to promote the
cause of humanity, morality and religion. Here
are no courts of inquisition to tyranize over the con-
ciences of men—but all denominations of Christians
are entitled to the enjoyment of their inherent and
sacred rights, and can * sit under their own vines
and figtrees with none to make them afraid”—Here
are no hereditary. distinctions, no entailed posses-
sions— Here are no corrupt courts surrounded with
the glare of pageantry, aund pampering in luxury, to
smile with contempt at * the simple annals of the
poor.”  Pride aud superciliousness, with all their
hideous train, are incoagruous with the pure prin-
ciples of *liberty and equahty ” In Europe, we
behold the effects of legitinate governments. The
wretched inhabitants succumb to the will of their
masters and obsequiously bow to their mandates.
Within a few years past, their wars, waged for am-
bition and conquest, have destroyed millions of hu.
tan beings, and involved millions more in wretch-
edness. Their goveruments were founded in dark
ages and under untoward circumstances. Monar-
cln has becoine so deeply rooted that little hope
can be induolged that they will ever enjoy the bles-
sings of freedom.  France, indeed, made a despe-
rate effort to acquire a republican form of govern-
ment; but in the attempt she endured the most
distressing calamities, and became the vicim of a
tyrant—him her ememies dethroned and banished
to @ desert isle, and then restored her former legit-
imate dypasty  Lngland has a national debt which
she can never reimburse— A vast portion of her
E:nh)t'( ts are in deplorable circupstances—therr
wants have [ately drove them to desperativu—The
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Habeas Corpus Act has been suspended to re-.
strain their violence. The nature of the European
governments and their contiguity with each other
render it probable that they will be often engaged
in war. Itis a happy circumstance for us that we
are situated so remote from them.

In South-America a brighter scene unfolds to
view. The dawn of freedom has commenced. The
Spanish and Portuguese dcminions have shaken
off the shackles of despotism, and are now strug-
gling for emancipation. What American but sym-
pathizes in their sufferings, but wisbes them success
in their glorious cause ?

Let us, my countrymen, learn duly to prize our
happy situation and our civil and religious liberties;
let us wisely improve them—Ilet us act worthy the
country that gave us birth—let us never tarnish the
name of the American citizen—let us cling to the
constitution of our country—Ilet us cherish the prin-
ciples on which it is founded—Ilet ns yield due obe-
dience to the constituted authorities of our land—
let us be united in maintaining our liberties—Ilet us
use all our endeavours to promote the welfare and
bappiness of our beloved countryv-—in tine, let us dis.
charge our duty to ourselves, to our country aud to
God, that the blessings of Freedom may bLe trans.
mitted to our posterity, and be rnjoyed by them
when we are gone toa better world,

In this blest land may freedom reign,
And happyv be this wide domain,

il earth shall from its axis fall,
Or firc concumne the spacious ball.




