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THE Committee of Arrangements prefent to
BENFAMIN R. NICHOLS, Ef3. the cordia!
thanks of the Federa! Republicans of Salem, for
the wery patriotic and appropriate Oration, dcliver-
ed by bim in commemoration of American Indepen-
dence ; and refpellfully requeft a Copy for the prefs.

Fer Order of ibe Committee of Arrangements,

JOHN PRINCE, Jun. Chairman.

Salem, Fuly 5, 1813.

M=r. NICHOLS would exprefs to the Committee
of Arrangements bis deep fenfe cf the honour confer-
red upon bim by their polite note ; and, in compliance
with their requeft, fubmits his performance to publi-
sation.

To Joun Princk, Jun. Efq.

Chairman of the Committee of Arrangemeats.

Salem, Fuly 7, 1813,




AN

ORATION.

RespecTED FELLow CITIZENS :

W E are affembled to celebrate the birth day
of our nation ; the day we diflolved the bond
of connexion with our parent country, and
declared ourfelves free, fovereign and indepen-
dent. Lver facred be that period to ourfelves
and our pofterity! Ever memorable be the
events of our revolutionary ftruggle! Ever
grateful may we be to Heaven, for the glorious
refult of our efforts! May the privileges thus
purchafed by our fathers be faithfully preferved
by their children. May the objeét of the na-
tional compaét never be frufirated, nor the
caufe of independence betrayed, by the licen-
tioufnefs of the people, or the corruption of
our rulers. May we never have caufe to fay,
It would have been good for this nation, had
it never been born,
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Being involved in a war with the fame
pewer, with which we were before engaged, it
will be perhaps neither a ufelefs undertaking,
nor inapplicable to the prefent occafion, to
compare the two contefts, and to fee if there
exift between them any lines of refemblance.

Is the prefent war as juft or as neceffary, as
the war of our revolution? Is the objet we
are contending for as important, or our chance
of fuccefs as great ? In the profecution of this
war, have we as powertul a ftimulus for exer-
tion, or are we under the like obligations to
give it our fupport and encouragement ?

The caufe of our former ftruggle was a claim
of the Britith niniftry to tax us when they
pleafed, without allowing us the privilege of
being reprefented in their Government. This
claim, we were fatisfied, was unjuft. The
amount of the tax demanded was trifling ; but
we confidered the principle it involved to be
equally dangerous, as if it had been a demand
of our all ; and we determined to refift it, at
the hazard of every thing dear to us,
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The caufe now alleged by our Government
for the prefent war, is, that the Britifh claim the
right of imprefling their feamen from our
merchant veflels. Does this claim render a
war as juft and neceflary, as that of unlimited
taxation? Has Great-Britain no more right
to take ber feamen from our veflels, than our
money from our pockets? Since the able dif-
cuflion of this fubjed in different parts of the
country, particularly that which has taken
place in Congrefs, and the minute inveftiga-
tion of 2 Comm’ttee of the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives of this Commonwealth, we muft be
fatisfied, that the queftion of impreflments has
bezn grofsly mifreprefented. We do not deny,
that there are cafes of impreflments, which ex-
cite our commiferation. But the fad tale of
the fix thoufand two hundred and fifty-feven Ame-
rican feamen groaning in bondage, ¢ on board
the floating pandemoniums of the ocean,” is
as much an outrage upon truth, as Falftaff’s
multiplying into an hoft the two rogues in
buckram. Admitting however that Britith
ofhicers have in fome cafes wantonly imprefled
our f{ecamen, without regard to their protec-
tions ; yet fuch condu@ has never been juftifi-
ed by the Britith Government. On the con-
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trary, whenever application has been made to
themn for our imprefled feamen, attended with
evidence of their citizenthip, they have been
difcharged. Farther, Great-Britain has been
always ready to negotiate upon this fubject ;
and is doubtlefs {till ready to renew the ar-
rangement fhe formerly made with our mi-
nifters, and which they confidered both ¢ ho-
nourable and advantageous” to the United
States.* The Britifh never pretended to a
right of imprefling American {feamen. But they
caim a right to their own ; and this in the
vizw of our rulers is a juft caufe of war.. Our
Government would miake our merchant veflels,
like our foil, ¢ an afylum for opprefled huma-
nity,” and infift upon our flag’s protecting every
thing under it.  Thus, literally building cafties
in the air, they would convert into a fortrefs a
piece of buuting at the maft-head. Fellow citi-
zens, is there any juftice in a war waged on
our part, to proteét Britifh renegadoes from
the authority of their fovereign ? The fame
Britith failors, wno have deferted their coun-

* It ought not to be forgotten, that thofe minifters
(Meflrs. Monroe and Pinkney) were appointed by Prefi-
dent Jefferfon, and that they now hold two of the higheft
offices in the general government,
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try, when their affiftance was moft requircd,
have ftill all the privileges of Britifh fubjects,
and may claim the protection of Britith laws.
In return for thefc advantages, they owe their
Government the benefit of their fervices. And
any attempt of a neutral power to fhie/d them
from their Government, except while they re-
main upon the foil of tii ..eutral, or on board
its public veflels, is as much a departure from
neutrality, as an invafion of the Britifh terri-

tory.

In our former war, the profeffed object for
which we contended was the 7ea/ one. All we
then afked, and all we defired, was, to be ac-
knowledged as an indcpendent nation. As
foon as we obtained this object, we were fatif-
fied. But the profefled object of the prefent
war, we have reafon to believe, is not the real
one. If the Britith fhould yield us all we de-
mand with regard to imprefiments, our Go-
vernment would probably introduce {ome new
claim. At the commencement of hoftilities,
every one fuppofed, that the grand point in
controver{y was the Britifh Orders in Council,
and that as foon as they were revoked, we

fhould have peace. But the revocation of the
B
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orders in council produced no abatcment of
the animofity of our rulers, and the war has
been continued with the fame bitternefs as be-
fore. The Prefident even intimates, in his laft
meflage, that the Britith muft not only aban-
don the right of imprefiment, but alfo of
fearching neutral veflels for property. Our
rulers thus appear to have adopted, in their fuil
extent, the principles of the French Continental
~ Syitem, and the American cabinet fecms con-
verted into another Court of St. Cloud. How
different the councils which now prevail, from
thofe which conducted us through the war of
the revolution ! Inftead of {oliowing thofe
maxims of Wathington, * that invcteratc an-
tipathies againft particular nations, and pafiion-
ate attachments for others, thould be exciuded,
and that juft and honcurable feelings towards
all thould be cultivated;” our rulers appear
intoxicated with admiration at every thing
French, and inflamed with hoftility at every
thing Englith. They feen: to burn with the
fame luft of power and the famc thirit for con-
queft as actuate the tyrant of Furope. Inftead
of firiving for peace by a conciliatory condué,
they feem conftantly devifing new plans for ex-
citing the refentment of the peeple, and for
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keeping alive a perpctual irritation. But they
arc not more diftinguifhed by their animefity
than their imbecility. They have plunged us
into a war with Great-Britain, without either
the means of 2nnovance or of defence. Hav-
ing exhaufted their r¢frictive energies, which
they difpiayed {fo fully in their embargoes and
non-intercourle acts, they are now exerting their
Juffering energies, in bearing the buffetings of
fortune and the {tripes of the enemy.

In the revolutionary war, we had reafon to
believe, at the commencement of the conteft,
that we thould fucceed in our obje@. The peo-
ple were convinced of the juftice of their caufe,
and were of courfe united. All Learts beat in
unifon. An univerfal fentiment exifted that
the claims of the Britith miniftry muft be re-
pelled at every hazard. The flamc of oppofi-
tion to the parent nation ran through the coun-
try, and burnt with a fteady and uniform ar-
dour, till the object we contended for was fe-
cured to us. How different the feelings of the
people with refpect to the prefent war ! A large
majority of the commercial States, for whofc
benefit it is pretended the war is carried on,
have condemned it from its commencement,
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The moft ftrenuous advocates of the war are
among the planters of the South ; men, who,
like their fpaniels, are tied to their homes by
their flaves, and are as impotent as they are
clamorous. It is the flave driver of Virginia,
whofe heart is moft rent with pity at the fuf-
ferings of ourfeamen. It is the people of thofe
States which are hundreds of miles irom our
‘feaboard, the men who have no intereft in
cemmerce, and who would probably rejoice if
we had not a fhip upon the ocean—thefe are
the men the moft zealous for war on account
of the violation of our maritime rights.

Let it not be faid, that becaufe the people of
New-England oppofe the prefent war, they are
deftitute of patriotifm, or influenced by Britifh
partiality. Ina war of neceffity, we thould rufh
forward to meet the enemy, with as much ar-
dour, at lcaft, as the nabobs of Virginia or the
backwoodfmen of Kentucky. Did the people
of New-England difcover any want of patrio-
tifm in the revolutionary war? Did they not
bear their propertion of its burdens and expen-
fes, and give as firong evidence of bravery as
the people of the Southern States? Look at
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the battle of Bunker Hill, the capture of Ticon-
deroga ar.d Crown Point, the battle of Benning-
ton, the capture of Burgoyne, in fhort, the
whole courfe of the war from 1its commencc-
ment to its termination; and fay if any part of
the country performed its duty more faithful-
ly, or is entitled to more credit for the fuccefs
of our caufe, than New-England. Even in the
prefent war, fhould the enemy invade our ter-
ritory, he would encounter an oppofition not
lefs determined, than he met with in the revo-
lution. Look at Conne&icut, the State, which
next to Maflachufetts has been moft ftigmatiz-
ed by our natioral rulers, for attachment to the
enemy. With what alertnefs have the people
of that State taken up arms to protect the pub-
lic thips within their jurifdiction! Maflachufetts
has difcovered a like fpirit, by the appropria-
tions made by our Legiflature for arming our
militia and defending our fea coaft. Maflachu.-
fetts will always perform her duty, while fhe
has a STroNG for her commander in chief; a
man who knows no fear but that of his Maker;
who will be always as vigilant in the defence of
our foil, as he is rcfolute in maintaining our
rights ; who fecls as much for his conftituents,




14

as a father for his children ; who is as pure, as
firm, as patriotic, as Wafhington.

We difplay our oppofition to the prefent war,
not from any want of patriotifm, but becaufe
we belicve it to be unneceflary and unjuftifiable ;
becaufe it is exhaufting the refources of the na-
ticn, and filling it with mifery, to no purpofe ;
becaufe in confequence of the poverty and idle-
aefs and profligacy it occafions, our indepen-
dence is endangered, and we are faft haftening
to deftruction.

Such being the ftate of the public fentiment,
and fuch the circumftances under which the
war was declared, what chance of fuccefs have
we in its farther profecution? We had never
a chance of reaping profit by it, even if we were
juftifi=d in fighting for that alone. Nor have
we any longer a profpect of acquiring honour.
The few fhips of war we poflefled, except the
finall f{quadron under Commodore Rodgers, are
either captured, blockaded, or out of repair.
But fhould thofe which remain appear again at
fea, and even fucceed in capturing an equal
number of the enemy, what benefit would re-
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fult from it to the country at large? Our na-
val charaéter would not ftand higher than it
has been already placed by the heroic achieve-
ments of Hull, of Decatur, of Jones, of Bain-
bridge, and of Lawrence. Notwithftanding
thefe fuccefles, the Britifh would ftill have a
force fufficient to blockade our ports and to de-
firoy our commerce. The right claimed by the
Britith of impreffing their {fcamen from ncutral
merchant veflels is in their opinion too impor-
tant for them to yield, except from neceffity ;
and if we expect to force them to fubmifiion,
we muft continue the war till their laft thip is

deftroyed.

We have fiill lefs reafon for calculating upon
honour or profit from ocur operations by land.
Every day brings us accounts of frefh difafters,
and the prefent campaign will probably termi-
nate like the laft, with the lofs of thoufands of
men and millions of treafure to no purpofe.

But let us fuppofe, we thouid fucceed in con-
quering Canada. Would the acquifition be
worth the coft, or fhould we be any ncarer 2
fettlement of our difficulties, than we are at pre-
fent? We fhould be in pofleflion of a territory
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which we do not want, and which it would re-
quire a conftant ftanding army to preferve.
The difpute about impreflments would be ftill
unfettled. The Britith would ftill have a de-
cided afcendency upon the ocean, nor would
they fuffer us to appear upon it, till we had re-
ftored their pofleffions, and abandoned every
claim we have in controverfy. Indeed, {o abfurd
does the project appear of conquering Canada,
that we cannot fuppofe it is the fole object of
our Government, in imbodying our troops.
So ufelefs, nay, o mifchievous to us does it appear,
that we will neither fupport nor encourage it
by our language or our actions. We are not
difpofed to triumph in the difgrace of our Coun-
try, or to with our foldiers any perfonal injury.
But if the conqueft of Canada is contemplated
with a view to opprefs New-England, may our
armies never enter Quebec, except under the
ftandard of the cnemy.

The diftrefles of the people in the revolution-
ary war were not greater than they are at pre-
fent. If the prefent war is continued much lon.
ger, our feaports muft be abandoned. Poverty
is coming upon us like an armed man. The
rich are daily becoming poor, and the poor
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miferable. Our fireets are thronged with beg-
gars, and many who were once able and willing
to adminifter relief, have become objects of
charity. When we reflect upon our degraded
fituation, and compare it with what it would
have been under a wife adminiftration, the con-
traft is almoft infupportable. 'What a flourithing
commerce we thould now enjoy, were we per-
mitted to be at peace! The whole north of
Europe, Great Britain and Ireland, Spain and
Portugal, a confiderable part of the Mediterra-
nean, the coaft of Africa, the Eaft Indies, the
Weft Indies, and South America, would be open
to our trade. But by mears of our prefent ru.
lers, our fhips are driven from the occan, or
thrown into the hands of the enemy. We are
deprived of the fifberies, which are as neceflary
to a large portion of our citizens, as the corn-
field to the farmer. Our coafting trade is in-
terrupted, our harbours are blockaded, and our
feaports lic at the mercy of the enemy. A
deathlike filence reigns in places, which lately
exhibited the continued hurry of bufinefs. In
every direction we fee people anxious for cm-

ployment, but compelled to be idle.
C
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But the lofles and privations we have already
fuffered are ftill to be increafed. A load of in.
ternal taxes are coming upon us. The five or
fix millions reported to Congrefs this feflion are
but the beginning of a long and increafing fe-
ries. The fyftem of taxation being once com-
menced, it is impofiible to determine to what
extent it will be carried. The expenfes of this
war for every month are rated at fix millions
of dollars. The profpet of better times is at
leaft-as remote, as at the commencement of hoi-
tilities. As long as the Government can find
the means of carrying on the war, fo long it

will be continued, with all its burdens and
diftreffes.

It would probably, in the view of our rulers,
be a compenfation for all sur fufferings, was the
war equally injurious in its effets upon the
enemy. But it has proved to the enemy ra-
ther a benefit, than an injury. Great Britain
was perhaps never in fo flourifhing a condition,
as at the prefent moment. The lofs of her
trade with this Country is more than balanced,
by the advantage the pofiefles of excluding us
from the ocean, and of thus enjoying, as it
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were, 2 monopoly of commerce. Her power is
ftill more increafed by the late brilliant fuccef-
fes of the Ruflians ; fuccefles which, though at-
tended with fuch advantages to our enemy,
muft afford the higheft fatisfaction to every
friend of liberty. Alexander has ftayed the
hand of the tyrant, who was threatening the
conqueft of the world. Never was there im.
bodied an army more numerous, and at the
fame time more powerful, than the French ar-
my, which entered Ruffia the laft year. And
never was there witnefled 2 mcre complete
overthrow. By thefe fuccefles of the Ruflians
the arm of Napoleon has becomc weakened, and
Great Britain is left at liberty to direét her for-
ces againft the United States.

tHow little does the real fituation of this
Country and Great Britain accord with the
reprefentations of our rulers! The Prefident
in his laft meflage would have the people be-
lieve, that the Britith Lion was in the aét of
crouching to the American Eagle ; that the na-
vies of Great Britain were almoft fwept from
the ocean, her armies almoft annihilated, and
we “in the full tide of fuccefsful experiment.”
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Our rulers feem to be labouring under a politi-
cal infatuation, and, like the hero of La Man.
cha, to miftake the mifchiefs they are fcatter-
ing among their friends, for vitories won from
the enemy.

Our Government doubtlefs think, that we
have {o far fubdued one eremy, we may now
fafeiy enter the lifts againft others. We are at
open war with Algiers, and upon the eve of a
war with the king of Spain. Calculating, pro-
bably, upon the attention of the people being
principally engroffed by the war with Great
Britain, and therefore that the feizure of the
Floridas would excite but little obfervation at
the prefent moment,the Government have taken
pofleflion by force of the port of Mobile, and
have thus given to Spain juft caufe of war.
How different our condu@ to Spain in Aer
ftruggle for independence, from that of Spain
to us under the like circumftances! In our
revolutionary war, fhe was the firft to acknow-
ledge us as an independent nation. But we
have declined acknowledging ber as fuch, to
this day ; and have thus tacitly juftified Bona-
parte in his attempts to overpower her. For-
tunately, we truft, fhe will obtain the objeét
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fhe contends for, without our afliftance. But
we are adding bafenefs to ingratitude, by feiz-
ing upon this moment to difpoflefs her of her
territory. What can be the object of our Go-
vernment in feeking a’quarrel with Spain, at the
prefcnt crifis, unlefs to put a fiop to the fupplies,
which we have heretofore furnithed her, and
which has given uinbrage to the Emperor
Napoleon ?

Our Government appear determined to drive
the people of New-England, and particularly
of Maflachufetts, to a ftate of defperation. Not
fatisfied with involving us in a war with a
power the mofit able to injure us, without ne-
ceflity, and when we were entirely unprepared,
and continuing the war againft our withes, af-
ter the chief pretence for it has been removed,
they now withheld from us the arms to which
we are by law entitled ; and thus deny us the
means of protecting ourfelves from the enemy.
They have alfo, in their anfwer to the applica-
tion of our venerable chief magiftrate, added
infult to injury ; by infinuating, that we are
deftitute of courage and of patriotifm, and
therefore not deferving of protection.
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There are many circumftances which ind;-
cate, that the real obje& of our rulers is to
defiroy the profperity and annihilate the influ-
ence of the Commercial States. One would
naturally think, that the flave holding ftates
would be fatisfied with their advantages over
us, conceded to them by the conftitution. But
fo far from this, they have in wvislation of the
conftitution, through their reprefentatives in
Congrefs, admitted new States into the Union,
of their own political interefts, formed from
territories out of the original limits of the
United States, and have thus fet up a principle,
whicn, :f fubmitted to, will make us more de-
pendent, than we were as colonies of Great
Britain. If a majority of Congrefs have a
right of makiag new ftates where they pleafe,
we fhall probably fzen hear of States formed
for us in Eaft and Weft Florida, and fhould it
come within the feope ¢f the policy of our rulers,
of others on the Pacific Ocean. If all this be
richt, the confequence is, that the people of
New-England, in cafe of any difturbance: in
thefe newly erefted States, may under pretence
of fupprefling infurre®ions be forced to march,
in obedience to the conftitution, to the remot-
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eft regions of the globe. The abfurdity of fuch
a pretenfion it too firiking to need argument.
By the admiffion of new States into the Union
out of our original territorial limits, tke Con-
ftitution has been palpably violated, and, to ufe
the language of our Reprefentatives, « it may
hereafter be queftioned, whether the adherence
to the Union, of thofe States which diflented
from the meafure, is the refult of obligation or

expediency.”

Notwithftanding all the injuries infliCted
upon us by our national rulers, we will flill
yield them the deference to which they are en-
titled by the Conftitution. We will yet labour
to preferve the Union, and endeavour to be-
lieve, that we are fill to be prote&ted as mem-
bers of the confederacy. But if the period
fhould ever arrive, when the conclufion is forced
upon us, that it is the fettled purpefc of our
rulers to diftrefs and empoverith us, to tramgle
upon our rights, and to be our tyrants inftead
of our protectors, we fhall not only be at liber-
ty, but it will be our duty to protec? ourfelves,
and to withdraw all connexion from men, who,
while they are pretending to be legiflating for
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our good, are rivetting upon us the chains of
flavery. Let us preferve over our rulers a
conftant and watchful jealoufy ; for this is our
birthright, and our only fecurity againft op-
preflion. Our fathers fought for independence,
and obtained it. Let it never be faid, that
they fought only for themfelves; that they
reared up fons unworthy of tkeir fires, and
tranfmitted their privileges to men who wcre
willing to be flaves.




