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4n ORATION.
HNDEPENDENCE is dear to man. To be mafter

of his own actions-—to do whatever will promoate his own
happinels, couftitutes individeal Independence—it confti-
tutes Liberiy. A delire to poilefs thefe isimplanted decp
in the human breaft—it is cngrafted on. ambition, tis :
firft principle of human a&tion.  To vender thefe blefings
benelicial to ally the pallions of men muil be reftrained t '
izintary laws.  The weak muil be protected agrindt ih

Lo.a

ficong tn an equel enjoyment of their rights ; atid jullize

muit be meted alike to the in ligent coitagee and i
wealihier neighbor.  The ablola te rights, given us by tue
Cood of Mruvrey nindt be firnuly guaranteed, and never

iulered to be mh'mgod

In a {tate of Hociety hiewever, an abfclute independence
cin uever eXift. A muiual dependence, created by wmii-
tual wants, pervades the whole community. 'Lhc wealii-
ieft Citizen 1s deperdent on the manufalturers for his
wearing apparel, and the articles of luxury, that iuppor:
liis pride ; and thefe again depend on the Agriculturit
for their food, and the raw materials they ule.  Thus 2
chain of mutual dependence is formed, one link of which
t}f'mg broken, the whole is diffolved.  Hence arifes a va-
riety of relations to be recognized by the laws of a well
regulated Society, and guarantced to each member for the
preicrvation of the whole. This alone is that kind eof in-
dividoal independence, which may be deemed rational ;
aud is infinitely to be prcfnrred to that {avage 1ndepen-
dence, which exifls only in a fiate of native barb: I.I'lhﬂ.

The Independence aud rights of nations depend on
fumilar principles. ‘Lhere is this difference, however,that
among nations there is no univerfal law, whofe f{anétion
is fufliciently coercive to compel the acquiefcence’of a vi-
cious power to its decrees, when they militate with ler
intereft. Whilft the world beheld a numbeér of powerful
and independent nations, whofe rival views formed a check
upon each other, minor ftatcs felt tolerably fecure ; Lut

in, the prefent ftate of Europe, when two powess have
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broken down the barriers of ancient dominions, and have
~'rifen fupreme above others, there is no fuch fecurity. Ap-
- peals to the laws of naturc and nations have . now become
ufeleis ; for the modern maxim is, power makes right.
. 'T'his being the cafe, let us inquire what chance of fuc-
cefs remains.  To the minor ftates of the eaftern world
we can fee none. The mountains and defiles of Spain
may for a moment baffle the arms of her invaders; but
the conieft is unequal, and the muft finally {ubmit. Ail
Y.evope is in fad® preftrate, and cxifts only at the will of
hev conqueror.  But to thofe, whom the Atlantic places
renote from the mighty belligerents, there are fiiil the
m:{t fanguine hopes. Qur diftance and the native baftion
between us render the fortrefs of our Independence im-
pregnable to the direlt aflaulis of their arms.,  Let us {ee
then in what other parts we sre vulunerable—what other
points of contalt exift between us—and in what way we
can duninifh them. | | |
~ bince the moral honefty and public faith of nations at
prefent is pesfidy fifelf; and conneltions with them are {o
cangerous, the moft obvious policy for an independent
ftate appears to be, to have as little commercial depen-
dence on them as poflible.  Stutes, poflefling a ficrile foil,
or one yielding but few of the neceflaries of life, are ne-
ceflitated to exchange the furplus of thofe articles, thec
preduce of their forefts, or the proceeds of their fifherics,
for other of the necclfaries and coiiveniences of life. To
them commerce is indifpenable. 'They muft be wretchel
without it. But with a nation like ours the cale is diitcr-
ent, whofe extenfive territory embracesall the variety of
foil and climate in the world, and is capable of raifing
nearly all its produdticas ;3 whofe large and navigable
{treams interfet this territory in every direction, and
proffer to our cupidity an ample intcinal commerce, eafily
exchanging the fugars of Louifiana for the more hardy
produCis of the north ; and whofe popule‘tion is nearly
fufficient to manufaéture the growth of oux lands into all
the forms neceffary to our comfort. 'Thus happily fituat-
cd, we need not defpair. 'When foreign nations foruid
our intercourfe with them, we have only to withdraw irom
their grafp within our own refources.
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Commerce, furely, on many accounts is defirable. The
cheapnefs of our land and the high value of labor render
many articles of our manufacture not capable of beiag at-
forded fo cheap, as we can import them in a free trade.
Our furplus produce has heretofore been converted intoa
floating capital, or bartered for articles of luxury 5 a por-
tion of it will be loft without a place to vend it. And
commerce has been the obje€t, whence our revenue has
Been colleted. For thefe rcafons it would be very con-
-venient j but is not quite indifpenfable ; and, when put in
compentwn with a particle of our Independomc we fhall
not hefitate which muft {uffer.

Switzerland was for a long time deftitute of commerce.
Her lands were barren—her inhabitants were pcor—-bu:
they were free. 'Fhey now enjoy commerce—but at thic
expenfe of their freedom—They are flaves  Holland 2f-
fords an example of another kind. Unrivalled in ceun-
merce the was richj but riches could not defend licr,
They are wre'ted from her ; and fhe dares not refift. Sh.
m*lently receives one blow—-and eringing awaits the next,
Our policy is to have commerce, while we can on*mn 1t
but, when that is not in our power, to attend tc fomweihiog
elfe, and wait for happier days.

Nutions, like individuals have their days of profperity
and adverfity. We have had curs, 'Lhat was an ad erfé
day, when our fathers, perfecuted and driven from theix
homes, were furced to feek a pmccful hode in the howl-
ing wildernefs.  PRut the God of the rishtecus fupporicd
them under thetr tiials, and {miled o2 their and ‘:.’!m kings,
‘Thei: favage neighbers became friendly, or were fubluel,

the forcft yielded to the hatchets and indufllry witorded 2
competency. Commerce ﬂouriﬂied 3 and they foon be-
came a people ot vrealth and imyortance.  Thus were ti hey
blefled ; but our ccuntry foon {aw another inaupicisis wv
Our parent Britain had long vizawed her child with a _,'c
ous eye ; fhe had fecretly envied our growing greutneds
and had now determined to crufh the bloflom ere yet it
had bloomed. We bumbly addrefled her—we h.ﬂphcat-
ed—~we remonftrated—we nbelled-—-and we fought. Qur
elders guided the helm of ftate. On the 4th of July, 1776,

" . Az
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“they declared us independent; and to fupport it pledged
¢ their lives, their fortunes, and their facred honors.”.
That day ufhered in 2 nation’s birth. It has ever fince
been devoted *o fefkivity ; and lept as a national jubilee;
and we are now aflembled to celebrate its 34th auniverfa-
ry. | | S
To recount the deeds, by which our Independence was
acquired, would be fuperfluous. They livein the memo-
ry of our fathers; to us, their offspring, are they rehearf-
ed in the traditienary tale; they are recorded on the Hif-
turian’s page; by the Orator are portrayed; and are min-
gled in the columus of our annual calenders. 1nfants learn
to lifp them 3 and cur youth imbibe the {pirit, which ani-
raated our fathers, from their common {:hool-books, «It
grows with their growth, and ftrengtiicrs with their
itrength.”  Suffice it to {ay, 2 Wathington held the {fword
-—we fought—and we conquered. |

Gur ftate and national conftitutions were {oon eftablifh-
cd 3 and placed in the «“full tide of fucce{sfull experiment.”
"The clive brance was again bound round our temples;; in-
Guftry flourifhed anew ; and happinels was ali our own.
Commerce received a new {pring. The contentions of
the European powers, leaving us in wndifturbed peace,
gave us the emeluments of their trade. 'We not only car-
ried our own.produce, and received theirs in return ; but
we became the carriers for mankind. Al Europe was en-
gaged in war, and dared not truft their goods in their own
veflels. We therefore carried their produce from one na-
tion to ancther, {rom the colonies to the mother country,
and vice verfa. Qur flag was found ir every port, and
whitened every fea ; and wealth poured in upon us from.
every quarter, ‘till our citics almoft vied with the capital
of Creefus.  But this was a flate of unparalled profperity
-2 ftate, upon which we had no right to calculate 5 and
which will probabiy never return. It arofe from a num-
ber of coincident events, equally above our power, as their
{3d reverfe is beyond oux control. It was a ftate too pro-
ritious to laft; and we, too much-elated with profperity,
were duflied down the precipice 3 and another day of ad-.
werfity hoversover us, |

‘Uhe rival belligerents had long feen us reaping thc {ruits
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of their toils; and they determined to ‘unclench the prey
from our talons. They feized our defencelefs commerce;
plundered and murdered our feamen ; inlulted our fiag;
confifcated and burned our veffels. They have rivalled
each other in adding infult to infult, and injury to injury ;
and have almoft exhaufted themfelves in firiving, who
‘{hould give us the lait blow. Our.government have with
dignity repelled their infults 3 but their policy was perhaps
too pacific. Perhaps they thould have declared war, when
the Chefapeake was '\ttacked,. when every honeft heart
would have applauded the mealure, and have vibrated in.
unifon. But our government, purfuing our well known
Repub ican policy, reforted to the power of reafon, before
that of arms. And fince that time infults from both ag-
_greflors have been heaped upor us in fuch meafure, that
we could hardly felect our feo. We have been reducedto
thefe three alternmves ; to fight a world in arms; or
by fighting one aggr eitor to throw ourfelves into the ar ms,
and thus to pocket the infults of the cther; or by fighting
neither to withdraw curfelves onurely from both. Our
government purfued the latter coune 3 they laid an em-
‘bargo 3 and thus intended to pre.erve our property from
ruin, and to convince foreign nations, we were truly Inde-
pendent. But that meafure received an unexpeéted oppo-
fition at home. Many a well meaning man. felt its pref-
fure, and cculd not perceive its neceflity 3 and fome of
our too patristic citizens cut their veflels througn.ice, and
dragged loads of potath over the highlands of ‘Canada, to
iliew government their vigilance in eludmg its laws, 1ind-
mg this meafure gave fo much umbrage, it was repealed,
and milder expedients tried 3 and perhaps the only meaf-
ure, that Congrefs could. taice, was adopted laft winter, to
reftore to difatfeéted citizens what little commerce, they.
can carry on, upen their own rifk, and to wait for a bettes
opportunity to avenge our injuries.

It has been the misfortune of our government, never to
elcape cenfure. Is it the effufion of honeft minds; cr-the
guilty whiiper of difappointed ambition,, that condemns,
them ? -

That ingra itude is the peculiar fin of Rem.ahcs, is a fa

verite pelition of political dogmatifis.. Lh‘.t it 1s {re qu.
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Iy found among them, is too true ; but, that it lurks not as
often in monarchics is equally falfe. An honeft man as of-
ten falls a vi€tim in the latter to the arts of frowning para-
fites, as in the former to the rage of party feltaries. A
Seneca, as wellas a Socrates, have unjuftty died. That
Republics, however, are not exempt from this fin, ours is
an impreflive inftance. Even Wathington, the great—the
good, did not efcape. There was a time, when but one
vote in Congrefs determined the command in favor of him
againft one, who proved a traitor to his Country; and.in
the latter part of his Prefidential term, the ferpent,ingrate

itude, audibly hiffed. Adams has fhared a worfe fate.

Forfaken by friends, and affailed by foes, the impartialPat- -
riot was hurled from the executive chair. But he ftill lives
to develope the wily machinations of party; and may the
Almighty Being long preferve u life, which deferves the
eternal gratitude of his Country. Againft Jefferfon and
Madifon the fhafts of mulice have conftantly bent their
force. The former has proved him{elf a difinterefted pat-
riot by his generouily declining the honers of kis country ;.
- and the amiable charadter and unafiuming manners of the
latter feemed to defy envy it{ell, But on what wiil not
:he tooth of malice faften ?

We Lave no: the leaft thadow of fufpicion, that the pre-
fent meafure: of Government have been produced by in-
tantional crror.  They may be wrong ; but, if fo, they are
wrong, where good men miftook the right. They were
Lrought ferth in times, equally novel and perilous; where
the path was thorny and untrodden. We may have de-
pended too much upen the juftice of foreizn hations,which
as proved ¢ a broken reed at beft,” if not «“a {pear, on
which” our Country ¢ bieeds.” Oar only hope of a lib-
erated commerce refts on fome revolution in Europe, which
may change the fyftem of our forcign relations. How near
this may pe, is uncertain-; but it may not be far off.

The marriage of Napoleon to Maria Louifa forms a new
epoch in politics. Many fee in this event a confolidation
of his empire,& an hereditary defcent of his crown for ages -
yet to come. But Ithink otherwife: His charming fpoufe
1 {aid to excelin lovelinefs, and the winning, graces. When
ence a great mind condeicencs to-unnerve itlelf in the lap
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of plealure, its natural vigor cannot eafily be refumed. In
the arms of his Delilah we fee him loft ; and the conquer-
or of Europe is now conquered.  Alexander, who over-
came the arms, was overcome by the pleafures of the Per-

fians 3 and the daughtcr of Auftria will now av enge the
blood-ftained waves of the Danube. I think we fhall not
come far from tiie truth, when we declare, the Ilero’s fun
of glory has {ect torever. Ihs mind once unftrung, his
felf-created empire falls 5 the main-fpring giving way, the
machine is in confufion j; and it will be rare indeed, if a
female mind fhould be able to {way the i'ccpuer,wl‘ich none
but a Bonapartg’\, could wield in fafety. "The world will
then be relealed from the tyrant’s iren grafp 5 and  devile
tated Burope will have srrcat caulc to rejoice. |

But fhould this event lmm 20, fiill there is nunther
feourge to afliit us. . And indecd the travfitery powes,
haa:mng on the britile Life of one me 1*ax, 15 not o much
to he dreaded, as that, which is feunded on {yftem, an.l »x-
iils in tiie navy of Great Uritain.  But here too are fuwn
the ‘eeds of diliclution.  An enormous debt, a coirupied
nnmfh » ard an opprefled people will {oon produce a col-
lifion, that wili break the ties of executive patronage. And,
though the nation will not thercby be ruined, ftill the pa-
ralytic fit willlalt {o long, that the world will have time
to awace from their lethargy, and recover their rghts.

‘Thefe may be the dreamss of fancy 3 they may never be
rcanie..;-—-but, would to Ged, they n-w.xt, and that their
pericd might foon amw. We might ‘then look back up-
on the p:cnut {cenes of tumu it with ‘zrauqmlhty 3 WC Tiig ht
view the ftorm at a ciftonce, fee ios lightaings play, anc‘
hear its thunders roll, without emotion. The benefits, to
be derived to humaiity, would compeufate for the thou.
fands,thiat have been fzorificed. ' We thould fecthe tortures
of the inquifition aboiihed, 1e rights of man better under-
ftood, and a fpirit cf Liberty and catholicifin prevailing.

South America cpens {cenes, where the eye delights to

dweil. The convulfions of the eaft have taught lier fons

their power and their duty ; Portugal is transferred to the
Brazils ; and new ftates and empires are rifing to our view,
Already has the exterfive province of the Caraccas declui-.
cd herfelf independent. Sifter Republic, we hail the dawn
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of thy empire. On this day of our nativity we will greet
vhy birth 5 and would embrace thee with fraternal affeétion.
Eraulate our deeds 3 and may our fuccefs be zhine. Read
in the page of our Hiftory the feats of glory 3 «go, and
do likewite.” Spirit of Guatimozin, $hade of Rolla, lean
from Heaven, and guide your children in the paths of glo-
ry. Teach them to avenge the wrongs of your Country,
the mangled bodies of the {lain, the perfidies and barbari-
ties of Cortez and Pizacro. Inipire them with a fearlefs
ipiiv of Indopendence, mefiic as their Amazon, and lof-
ty as their Andes. o . .

'The misfortunes of the world have not been entirely
without profit to ourfeives.  Nations, long dwelling in
peace, and carrying on a lucritive commerce, are apt to
ccntract habits of luxury,  This was the cale with ours,
A firit of luxury and extravagance had becoms prevalent
that was unknown to our fimple anceitors.  Where luxa
ury and diflipation prevail, the mind of man beeomes ef-
~feminzte, and  Liberty degenarates into licentioufnsls,
‘They are the grave of genuine freedom.  Hiftory evin-
ces this truth.  Athens, Carthage and Rome are {o many
warning examples to pofterity. Sparta was virtuous, while
fhe held no intercourfe with foreign nations, and rigidly
obeved the laws of Lycurgus. She difobeyed—and a vef-
tage of her does not remain. = 'We fuffer privations ; but
we fhall be no lefs virtuous—no lefs free. .

We muft patiently wait till the prefent troubled waters
fubfide ; and when any great change of fyfteni fhall reftore
our commerce to the world, we will reap the golden har-
veft. Again fhall our barks plough old Ocean ; again
fhall our flag aftonifh the remote corners of the globe.
‘The ports of South Armerica, unthackled by narrow pre-
judices, will extend our commercial relations 3 and riches
ihall again be thrown profufely into our lap. Till then,
we muft be content to employ the capital, already amafled,
beyond what is neceffary to carry on the little trade that
ftill exifts, in eftablithing and encouraging manufaltures 3
in promoting internal commerce by cutting roads and ca-
nals; & in thusrendering ourfelves completelyIndependent.
.~ Effe€tually to {fecure our Independence we muft culti-
vate a fpirit of Union. The bickerings of party draw the
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life-blood of tbe boc.y politic ; they fap the vitals of Libe
erty. It is to be regretted, that honeit and good mcn,
who aim at one common end, fliould fo differ about the
means, as to Lecome enemies to each other. There are
ood men in both partxes-—-—and undoubtedly fome bud.

iet us draw the veil of candour over unintentional errors ;
let us pardop trivial miftakes ; and cheerfully embrace
cach cther. 'We are at heart ¢ all Repubiicans—all Fed-
eralifts.” 'We cannot {o-joon have forgotten the injunc-
tions of Wathington, asto with to paralyfe the energies of
government, and to excite commotions in the Union. No;
let us bury our local prejudices and party ftrifes, and for-
get, that they ever exifted. Should one or two Stutes re-
cede from the Union, or thould an individual in a political
body by bis fingle vote be able to hold the Lcgiflative
arm, unlefs we could {foon purge the evil, our Conitxtuuou
would become a nullity.

Is any one fo rafh, as to with to fubvert our Liberties,
and to array one fedtion of our country againft ancther ?
~ Let him look at the fate of Burr, and thexe read, his own,
He will fee a houfelefs wanderer, a vagabond, firolling
from place to place ¢ feeking reft, and finding none,” flilt
bent on mifchief, but without power to accomplith it. 1f
Burr with all his anilities, arts, and addrefs, was unfuccefi-
ful, what hope remains to another ¢

Rehgxon fhould always be counenanced. ~ Never con-
verted into a ftate engine, it fhould ever be recognized by
covernment, and reverenced by ail. It is the fountain,
whence morals flow ; and a people without morals will
never be governed. IHence morals, and confequently Re-
ligion are neceffary to good government. - France tried
the experiment without it 5 und attempted to conflitute o
nation of Atheifts ; but their plans lafted no longer thun
they were digefting. It is peculiarly the province of Min-
ifters of Rehgmn to fupport its dignity. By a practical

adherence to its divine precepts they muft enforce what
they can never do by empty fpeculation.

Science fheds her genial influence on our land. No.
other nation can boait the ‘advantages, that we poilefs in
this refpe@. They may have more overgrown literati,
who by their wifc drawn theories bave aftonifhed the
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world, and puzzled themiclves ; but in that ufcful learn.
ing, which is adapted to the genius of a whele communi-
ty, they are far inferior tous. The means of education
are placed within the reach of all ; the poor, as well as
rich, fhare its bounties. Let us continue to cherifh our
inflitutions of Learning, and aid the canfe of Science and
information generally ; for a people well informed can
never be enflaved. | | o

By the genius of our Conttitution the pooreft individu-
al can rife by merit to the ﬁreﬁ/oﬁices of State.  Abilities,
information, and integrity are’the only requifites. A no-
- ble field is opened to excite a laudable emulation. All
fhould afpire to ferve the public ; for all in fome way have

it in their power. 'We have but little to fear of encroach- -
‘ments upon our rights, when our rulers are chofen by our~ .

felves, and taken from among us ; when they are amena-
ble to us for their truft ; and are Hable to be removed, if
guilty of a breach of it. 'What have we to fear, when in-
~ {lancesare fo frequent of men of treft and ornaments to
- sheir country, fpringing up around us ; when we can fo

“eafily point out a Satefman, who has rifen to fome of the
firft honors of his Country, and, covered with its laurels,
and blefled with the gratitude of his conftituents, returns,
like Cincinnatus, to his home,

Yellow Citizens, there isone other thing neceflury to
maintain your Independence—an effeCtive militia.  This
you in part poflefs ; but it may be much improved. The
{yftem of modern tactics fhould be introduced, and a more
martial {pirit excited. Tokeep armsis an Englifhman’s
birth-right-—it is yours ; and pray, do not diipofe of it.
Furnith yourfelves with good enes; keep them in perfect
order 3 and accuftom yourfelves to their exercife. You
may then bid defiance to the world. Fathers, you, who
. fought at Saratéga and York-town, infpire your fons with

your courage ; relate to them the fcenes, you witneffed;

fhoulder your musket, and fhew them how you conquer-
ed. My fair Sifters, you too will perform your duty ; and

‘ N

your maiden hands will drefs them for fight. Should a

‘ruthlefs foe invade us, your tears ‘will urge them to battl. ,
and; when they have conquered, you will again receive
them with your fmiles, S |




