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AN

ORATTION.

HIS is the anniverfary of our politizal na-
tivity. The day, on which we rofe to fov-
ereignty, and took rank amoung the nations.
Let no tongue, no bell. no cannon withhold
its joy. Decency, patriotifm, policy demand it.

BuT, my fellow citizens, however glorious in
itfelf the event, we celebrate, it is impofiible al-
together to abftract it from the unpleafant cir-
cumfitances, under which we are convened. Up-
on this occafion, all thould have felt their bro-
therhcod, and been aflembled to have rejoiced
- together over thofe exalted privileges, thofc no-
ble treafures, which thcir anccitors have be-
queathed them ; to have congratulated each other.
that they remained inviolatc ; that no daring
hand had rifled, no infidious canker was cor-

roding
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roding them ; with honeft pride to have exulted,
that they were theirs, and fhould be thcir chil-
dren’s. A day, upon which all {hould have confo-
ciated to have quenched the burningsof every
inflamed paffion, and removed the gnawings of
every macerating enmity, over the feftive board.
An anniverfary, that was defigned to anfwer the
fame amicable purpofes with the celebrated
Olympic feftival of ancient Greece : on which
all, of every name, of every political feature,
and of every garb of {fentiment, fhould have
collected to have recognized their individuality ;
to have felt, that they were Americans ; and,
while warmed by the contemplation of common
interefts, common bleflings, common glorics,
while glowing with the pride of national char-
alter, to nave melted inte union. How morti:
tying therefore the thought, that upon a day,
when 3ll, for the moment at leaft, thould have
been incorporated into one body, and been ani.
mated with one foul, fuch divilions, fucn
animofities thould exift, as to render a concur-
rence of parties not only impracticable, but, per-
haps, impolitic ! How mortifying the confidera-
tion, that the nearer their approach, the fironger

would probably be their repulfion !
How
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How much foever, my refpeéted fellcw ciia-
7¢cns, a difcuflion of Federal and Antifederal
meatures and principles might be to your vindica-
tion and to your honor; yet, as it would inevita-
bly lead us into comparifons, not the lefs invidi-
ous, becaufe they might be fair ; and tc reflec-
tions, not the lefs irritating, becaufe they might
be juft ; we feel conftrained to decline it. At
a moment, when all enmities and diftincticns
thould be forgotten, and when you and all real
patriots are lamenting, that they are not; it muft
be as uncongenial to your feclings, as uafuitable
to the occafien, to declaim upon inflarnmatery
poiats. For declamation is the only altzrnative,
after the judicious illuftration of thofe fubjeéts,
which you have received from my predeccflor.
Leaving thefe important topics to thoze, whofe
courfe of ftudy and extenfive acquaintance with
the political world have given greater authority
to their opinions; we {olicit your attention, for
the few minutes, we propofe to engage it, to an
cxamination of fome of the principal caufes of
thofc uniwuippy differences, which, at this mo-
ment in particular, it is impeilible, not peculiar-
ly to deprecate : and if, in profecution of the
‘ubject, we fhall be fo fortunate, as to fuggeft

any
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any comnliderations, calculated to promote the

caufec of harmony, religion, and Federalifin, we
fhall feel, that we have fome claim upon your

approbation.

Axp, firft, it can excite no furprife, that in a na-
tion of republicans, where the mind, as if affeting
the independence of the body, feems difpofed to
deviate for deviation’s fake, the greateft con-
trariety of opinion, even upon the moft ebvious
fubjects, fould exift. When left at liberty, the
human intellect feems to delight to thoot out into
wild and fantaftic notions. But, waving this
fentiment, fo different are the underftandings
of different people ; fo various are the mediums,
through which every thing may be viewed ; and
fo greatly are the appearances of objeéts altered,
according to the diftances, at which they are
contemplated ; that differences of opinion with
refpe@ to them muft neceffarily arife; fo that,
fcaicely any thing can be adduced, concerning
which mankind univerfally agree. A conftitu-
tion of things, which, in a political view,
feems to have been defigned by Providence
for a check upon the intrigues of the ambitious ;
upon that difpofition to tyranny, fo natural

' O
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to men in power. Did every fubjedt appear
in the fame point of view to every one, it
would not be difficult for an artful ruler to matk
his defigns by conforming his meafures to the
prejudices of the people, to the prevalent mode
of thinking. But, now, however concealed his
defign, however plaufible his meafures, it is im-
poflible, that amid the infinite variety of lights,
in which they will inftantly be apprehended, the
treachery fhould efcape unnoticed. Thus liberty
1s guarded with akind of Argian jealoufy. What
one eye overlooks, another deteéts. Though
all thefe hundred eyes have been lulled to fleep
by the firen fong of ¢ liberty, equality and the
rights of man,” it is not a {fuppofeabie cafe.

Ir the foregoing refiections be juft, if errone-
oufnefs of opinion be fo compatible with right-
nes of intention, 1s it not unfair, is it not in-
judicious, to throw out thofe unqualified re-
criminations, which, however applicable to thofe,
for whom they were intended, cannot be to ma-
ny, who, neverthelefs, will affuredly feel them-
felves implicated ? Howcvex reafonable it may
hie to impute to all the general principles of the
pts, to which they belong; and to charge

B them
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them with the tendency cf thofe principles, with
fupporting men and meafures, that look to the
ruin of their country; when the charge con-
tains reflections upon the motives, the under-
ftanding, or the charafter, it cannot be appli-
ed with toc much caution and difcrimination.
Thofe, who inay feel unconicious of difhoneity or
bad intention, will be woun-ed, wili beirritated,
by any epithet, that implics them ; and, believing
others to be as innocent. as themfelves, will be
the more attached to their party. Democrat,
Jacotin, fo:)l, knave, are terms of very different
import ; however they may be confounded by
the fuperficial, the hafty, or the loquacious. No-
thing is mcre injurious, either in religion or po-
litics, than to over-rate. You may prefs a man
with his errors, with his crimes, till he feels con-
victed and athamed ; but the moment you ex-
aggerate in a fingle point—the inftant you ex-
tend your line too far, he is through—he is per-
fectly inuocent. Forgetful of che charges, that
may be true, he dwells only upon the falfe. So
ncar are the extreme. of guilt ard innocence.
To apply it to our fubject ; nothing can be more
impolitic, than to fiyle him a Jacobin, who is

‘only
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only a Democrat ; and to call him a knave, who
1s only a fcol.

By thefe and fimilar means has not much inju-
ry to the Federal caufe and much irritation been
produced, that might have been avoided ? Are
there not, my refpected fellow citizens, many va-
luable young men rifing into life, who though
attached, as they ought to be, to the creed of
their parents, are far from having eftablithed their
political opinions ; not to mention 2 thoufand
others, who, though, from fome unfortunate cir-
cumftances, they may be nominally your oppo-
nents, are ftill open to truth and conviction ¢ 1
fay, have not the rafh and enthufiaftic condudt-
ed indifcreetly in ftigmatizing thefe with epithets,
which they may not deferve, and thus fixing
them in a party, which they might otherwife
have deferted? Itis a common adage, that no-
thing more directiy tends to make one bad, than
the reputation of being fo. Tor this obvious
reafon ; it removes that reftraint upon vice,
that confifts in the dread of being expofcd for it.
May we not afk too, and we would do it with
becoming  deference, whether, when {fome
have had the ingenuoufnefs and independence

to
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to confefs their errors and come over to vour
fide, it has not been injurious to the caufe of Fe-
deralifm to triumph upon the occafion,and tohold
them up to public view; whether it has not
probably deterred many, very many, from ex-
prefling their real thoughts, and, if nct wholiy
throwing up their erroneous politics, from dii-
carding the moft obnoxious points. No one 1s
willing to acknowledge error; much lefs, to
have his acknowledgment made public. No
one is willing to be feen coming from a houfe of

ill fame at midday.

To thefe, and the like indifcretions and mifman-
agements it has been owing, that fuch an im-
~paflable line has been drawn between the parties:
a thing which we the more lament, fellow citi-
zens, as we conceive, that it operates to your par-
ticular difadvantage; becaufe, like the ¢ great
gulph, that is fixed,” we all know where, while
its obftruction is not needed to prevent the paf-
fing from us to them, it fo deplorably hinders the
coming from them to uws. Let it be for thofe,
whofe intereft it is, to keep up every invidious
diltin&ion, to excite prejudices, to inflame the
padious, by the moft audacious outrages upon

private
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private character to provoke us to retaliate, in
fine, to keep the queftion from turning upon any
thing but the truth; butlet thoic, whofe caufe refts
upon being calmly heard and fairly underftood,
perfift in every thing mild and difpaflionate. Who
knows how much depends upon fuch conduét ?
and who knows that if the honeft could by any
means be gained, if the fffy, or the twenty, or
the 7cn could be induced tc quit the city, de-
ferved deftruction would not foon fall upon the
remainder ? And that, without any fupernatu-
ral interpofition.  Thefe men give to their par-
ty its refpectability and main fupport. To thefe
you are eternally referred, when you prefs your
cpponents with deficiency of moral charaiter.
It is by recurring to thefe, that many, when facts
ftare them in the face, contrive to hufh their
doubts and eafe their confciences. It is by no-
ticing thefe, that not a few, efpeciaily of thofe,
who have attended but little to the fubject, are
led to the crude opinion, that, in politics, as
in religion, there are as many great and good
men upon the one fide, as upon thc other ;
and that the difpute turns upon points, with
which common people have no concern. If now,
by any private applications, by any infinuating

addrets,
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zddrefs, and few can refift thefe things, when
backed by truth, by any means what{oever,
confiftent with dignity, thefc honeft men could
be fo far undeceived, as only to withdraw their
fupport, and leave the characters, and princi-
ples, and conduct of their party to fiand upon
their own merits, what could you defire more ?

DemoczaT, Republican, the name is nothing—
you, that love your country, who prize religion
and morality above every thing, convinced that
every thing depends upon them, who know,
that no man can have the leait pretenfion to
patriotifm or any thing grod, who is deftitute
of them, why, why wiil you not Icok around
you ! Look throughout your ccuntry, and alk
how is it, that {fo many hungry adventurers,
fo many immoral, irreligious, profligate men are
upon my fide 2 How is it, that fuch a cloud of
vultures, ravens, and birds of that black feather,
are hovering around me ? There muit be car-
rion fomewhere. There muft be fomething
wrong, {fome pernicious tendencies in my prin-
ciples, whether I{ce them, or not, to induce all
fuch men to advocate them ; and that too with
fo much zeal. In religion and other things,

wherc
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where the beft men are engaged in the bef
caufes, I fee none of this impafiioned earneftnefs ;
but rather languor, and indifference, and negli-
gencz. Can it be, that, that fot cares for any
thing but his bottle ; that, that turbulert man is
overturning every thing to eftablith good or-
der ; that, that knave is raging for juftice and
the ropc ! I befeech you, my refpected fellow
countrymen, by every thing tender, by every
thing facred, be not deceived. Your political
principles, as they ftand modified in your minds,
may be perfectly compatible with honefty. But
it is not fo much from what, you may think,
nor from what others may profefs, were there
nothing licentious in their profefl.ons, that the
princpal danger is to be apprchended ; but
from their proceedings, when they have
gained that confequence, and attained that
power, at which they are aiming. Can you
believe, that men, who are regardlels of the
duties of private lifc, who cannot be held by
the deareit ties, the firongeft obligations, will
be reftrained by the wecakeft ; that they will
be governed by abftra@ notions or by any confi-i-
erations of duty or fitnefs ; that they wili
not do with your liberties, as they would with

vour
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your purfes ? Even the beit difpofed men find
it not a little difficult to fubject their paffions to
their principles ; and can you expect it of the
worft ? No, it is not in human nature ; and the
events of the French revolution are an eternal
demontftration, that it is not. Theleaders of that
revolution began with the fublimeft profeflions
of regard for liberty, for their country, and for
mankind. All wasdifintereftednefs ; all was pa-
triotifm and philanthropy.  Thefe rare vir-
tues were then fo common, that all your bafe,
petty moralities, as juftice, honefty, humanity,
and the like trafh, were defpifed and trampled
vnder foot. But how did thefe mighty men of
perfection conduct ? Did they facrifice every
thing to the public welfare—or to their own ag-
grandizement ¢ Did they emancipate their coun-
try, and make it the freeft, the wealthieft, the
happieft nation upon earth—without fpilling a
drop of bicod ? Afk a Parifian. Afk a French-
man.

IT 15 indeed amufing to confider how thefe phi-
lofophers huve managed the queftion. When they
came forward with their politions, all old received
princi; s, ail old authorities, all political dogmas
were to belaid afide. Every thing was to be tak-

en
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¢ up atiew. Every point was to be inquired into,
and argued. Pure, unfhackled reafon was to be
the fole guide. But, as upon the firft broaching of
any novel fyftem, there will always be a hoft of
prejudiced men, ftarting up with their sbjections
about innovation, experience, and the like non-
fenfe, it was found neceflary to anfwer thefe in
the opening. And how did they contrive to con.
fute thefe narrow-minded btigots? Why, by an
argument, on which the French have fince placed
their chief dependence in every political contro-
verfy—the moft acute, the moft penetrating in
the world—the point of the bayonet. Let their
opponent be ever {fo ftupid, let the tlockhead’s
fkull be ever fo thick, there was always one thing,
that would find his brains, if he had any a
cannon ball.  Did any one hefitate, did any’one

decline to come out openly -upon their fide, he
was inftantly clapt into a Jungeon, there to con-
template the fubject a little, upon an empty fto-
mach. Did not this bring him to reafon, they had
always one piece of logick in referve for him, that
never failed, which, in confequence of its being
{o mechanica! an affair, and the middle term be-
ing the moft important part of it, might be called
2 guillotine, or a {yllogifm of the dizrunclive clafs.

¢ When
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When by thefe and fimilar modes of ratiocinationy
they had argued down all their difputants, they
feemed, as i3 not unfrequently the cafe, in the
courfe of a warm debate, to have loft fight of the
premifes ; and to be intent upon nothing, but car-
rying their own point. Every thing now became
involved andconfufed ; and no one can conjecture,
when or what would have been the ifie, if an
ingenious little Corfican had not happily ftepped
hp with the conclufion. However unphilofophi-
cally this argument has terminated, it has atleaft
afforded a demonftration to the world, that with
whatever profeflions or principles they may begin,
bad men are not to betrufted for the confequen-
ces. Thefe champions cf reafon can make any
thing of any thing. Liberty, ¢ Equality and the
Rights of Man” may head the book ; but Slavery
~ and Defpoti{m always come in at the jinis.

Do we intend to infinuate, that the fame aban.
doned men have obtained rule, and that the
fame irreligion and licentioufnefs prevail in this
country, as did in France? God forbid! We
truft, that the habits and principles of the
American people will long preferve them from
fuch an infamous fiate of things, DBut human

nature
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pature is the fame in every age, in every place;
and men are as capable of the moft atrocious vil-
lanies in this country, as in any other. Angecls
could raife rebellion even in heaven. Be aflur-
ed, that whenever that period fhall arrive, which
Heaven avert, when the higheft officers in our
government fhall outrage religion and infult its
teachers with impunity ; when the chief magif-
trate of the union fhall in eflential points be
deftitute of the virtue, of which he fhould be the
illuftricus pattern ; then our worthieft citi-
zen: will be ejected from office, our conftitu.
tion torn in pieces, and, unlefs the people fhall
rife indignant at fuch proceedings, at fuci: enor-
mities, anarchy and defpotifm will foon clofe the
fhameful fcene. 1f, amid the turbulence of par-
ty, the ignorant ard irreligious be gaining confe-
quence ; if, amid the commotion of the waters,
the mud be faft rifing from the bottom to the
top ; if our liberties, our every thing be threat-
ened ; let every patriot, every good man be at his
poft. And, efpecially, let the minifters of the
gofpel take a firm ftand. They however, it is
faid, have no concern with politics. To attend
to the {piritual, and not to the temporal interefts

of men, is their proper employment. Whatever
events
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events may take place ; whatever political divife
lons may exift, they are always to be on thc
Lord’s fide, and on his_fide only. This is exactly
our polition. They are never, for the fake of
fupporting any favorite political fyftem, of up-
holding or of overthrowing any adminiftration,

to give encouragement to any party, nor in any
way contribute to the influence and elevation af

men whofe meafures, principles, or example will
probably operate in the fir.alleft degree, to the
prejudice of religion or morality. “He that
loveth father or mother more than me ;" he that
loveth any caufe more than mine, “is not wor-
thy of me.”” They particularly thould remember
that “righteoufnefs exalteth 2 nation, but that
fin is areproach toany people ;” that public vir-
tue is the fole bafis of public welfare ; and upon
all occafions, in the face of all oppofition, thould
cpenly ccuntenance and fupport thofe men,
thofe candidates for oflice, who, in their cone
{ciences, they believe, have the dezpeft regard for
God and facred things ; and whofe authority
and per “aal influence are motft likely to be ex«
erted in the promotion of piety and virtue.
When the great body of this holy order ; when
thofe, who have the ftrongeft motives to integri,

ty
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ty and the belt nicans of inforniiion, who from
long reflection, attentive cbicervation, and inti.
mate acquaintance with ecclcfiaftical hiftory are
th: beft qualified to judze of the tendencies of
things in refpect to reiizicn or morality ; when
fuch a clafs of men, and in New-England itisa
large clafs, rife almoft to 2 man in oppofition to
any principles, or to any adminifiration, who
may not be ftartled ; who may not be alarmed 2

BuT not to refer to an order of men, againf}
whom fo much has been infinuated, we call upon
our brethren in this aflembly, our fellows in
youth or inexperience, to liften to the uncon-
tefted truth, that a large majority of the wifeft
and worthieft in this country are upon the fide
of Federaliim. We entreat you, God knows for
the fake of noinvidious comparifons; to lock
around you, and behold how many of thole,
whom we have been taught to rcfpect, to love,
to venerate, are here colle®ed and conftellated.
Do I infinuate, that you fthould refign yourfclves
umplicitly to their authority, and degrade your
own dignity from refpect for them? By no
means. Little would fuch a fentiment comport
with thc mauly feclings, that this occafion fhould

exclte.
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excite. But, my friends, let us not affect an in.
deperdence that does not pertain to us. Is it
not an undeniable faét, that we are indebted to
our parents, our relations, our acquaintance, and
to public prints, if not for our opinions, for all
thofe views, and {tatements, and reflections, up.
on which we form our opinions ? Indeed it can.
not be otherwife. Situated, as we ufually are,
either too mueh fecluded, or too much involved
in bufinefs, not to mention a thoufand other cir-
cumftances, it is :mpefiible for us to afcertain
cvery truth and fix every point for ourfelves.
We are called to take an active part in the polit.
ical world, long before we have thoroughly in.
veftigated, long before we can demonftrate.
Since then we are, and neceflarily are, dependent
upon others ; whom {hall we choofe for cur au.
thorities? Whom, but the majority of the wife
and good? Whom, but thole of whofeintegrity
we have the fulleft aflurance, and on whofe tal-
ents and information we can confidently rely ?
Survey the aflemblage before you. Mark the
individuals, that compofe it—but I forget my-
felf. Why do I refer you to ariftocrats, tc
monarchifis, to peculators of the public money,
o traitors, to- ~———PBut I will not thock de-

ccacy



L 23 1

cency by @n enumecration of the epithets, that
have becn given them. Oh, why have we lived
to behold this fhameful day ? Why have we
tafted the fweets of freedom, {o {foon to be thacs
kledby the hands of ourunnatural parents? Why,
ye hoary-headed men, why this bafencfs, this
aftonifthing degeneracy ¢ Why will yc now tear
the wrcath from your brows by tiis madnefs-—
this worfc than fuperannuated folly 2 Why, fo
foon to drop into the grave, will ye not lcave us
the riches, ye have earned ? Why, oh why, will
ye not clofe your eyes upon the wclfare of your
children ; and make the happincfs of your pof-
terity the monument of your fame ? I fec the
reddening innocence. ’Tis falfe—’tis damnable.
They are ot hypocrites. They are not exccra-
ble wretches. They have not bzen wafting their
lives and their fortunes in eftablifhing the liber-
ties of their country to overturn them at the laft.
No, they fondly hoped to have been repaid for
all their toil and all their facrifices in contempla-
ting the glorious truits of them, in the cafe and
honors of their latter days. How cruelly have
they been difappointed! How have they been
branded as tiaitors, and loaded with intumy!
Wiathington  hiafelf—3¥c¢ did entertain the

dattermyg
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flzttering dcufion, that death had removed
bim from the ingratitude of his countrymen.
But fcarcely had the worms feized upon his
body, when his infidious encmies bezzn upon
his rcputatior. How have they attempred
to poifon his 'ame. How have hLired ailaffins
becn ftabbing at lus character! But let them
perfift. He is as far above their malice, as their
fevel. His charadter needs no def:nce. If will
defend itfelf. Let the blackeft clouds colleét and
burft upop fum : that fame intezrity, that fame
elcvation, that attracls the fery vengeaace, fhall
conduét it off, in fafety. Yes, let them attack
«with open violence. Let the * tumultuous fea’™
raife all its angry waves. Let them heave their
mantling fpray upon the rock, and—fubfide at
its bafe. Let them tofs their foaming heads on
high——while the fun {miles down in contempt
wpon their rage. Never fhall they overwhelm
his glory : never fhall the) extinguith its fpleps
dor.
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