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NEewnuryrogr, July oth, 1850.
GEN. CALED OUSHING.

SIR ¢

At a mecting of the Sclectmen of the town of Newburyport, and the
Building Committee, the undersigned were chosen a sub-committee, to pre-
seut to you the thanks of both of those bodies, for your able and patriotic
Address, at the laying of the corner stone of the new Town IHall, on the
1th instant, and to request a copy of the same for the press.

HENRY JOHNSON,

E. S. WILLIAMS, Committee.
THOMAS DAVIS,

Newsursronr, July Hth, 1850,
GGENTLLEMEN :

I have the hionor to acknowledge the reception of your note of this
date, communicating to me the vote of the Sclectmen of the Lown of New-
huryport, and the Building Committee, in relation to the Address deliver-
cd by me on the 4th instantis.

With expressions of the most grateful appreciation of the good opinion
of the two Bodies which you represent, 1 herewith place in your hands a
enpy of the Address.

I am,
Yery respectfully,

C. CUSIING.
Messrs HENRY JOUNSON, £5. 8. WILLITAMS, THOMAS DALS



ORDER OF EXERCISES.

I. ORIGINAL HYMN.

-

[I. PRAYER,
BY REV. W. W. EELLS.

HI. LAYING OF THE CORNER STONE,
BY TIIE SELECTMEN.

ey Saa—

IV. ADDRESS,
BY THE CHAIRMAN OF TIHE SELECTMEN.

Spley————

Y. ADDRESS TO THE MUNICIPAL AUTIHORITIES.
BY GEN. CALER CUSHING.

V1. ADDRESS TO TIIE CITIZEN»,
BY GBN. CALEB CUSHING.

VII. VOLUNTARY,
BY TUE BAND.

il

VIII, IIYMN,

e—t—

IN. BENEDICTION,
BY REV, W, W. BLLLS.



NOTE.

Under the south Corner Stone were deposited, in a leaden box, a cop-
ner plate, on which were engraved the names of the President of the Uni-
ted States, the Governor of Massachusetts, the Seleetmen of Newhury-
port, and the Building Committee, with a copy of the Daily Herald, the
Daily Iivening Union, and the Order of Esxercises. Also, a ¢opy of My,
Webster’s letter to the citizens of Newburyport, specimens of the varions
coins of the United States, and some small artieles by repuest ot individ.

uals.



MR, HORTON'S ADDRESS.

In behalf of the inhabitants of Newburyport, whose
representatives we are, the Seleetmen have laid the
corner-stone of this building, now in course of crection.
Within these walls will the citizens meet, not merely
to transuct the municipal business of the town. but here
will originate the ineipient measures of eur State and
Federal governments, so far as we form a part of tue
Commonwealth and of the Union.  Here will our del-
caates 10 Congress and the State Legislature, the Presi-
dent of the United States and Governor of this Com-
monwealth be balloted for, and the rights and dutiex
eencerally pertaining to freemen, be exercised.

The events now passing before us, in our own coun-
try, and the events which have transpired in Iurope tor
the past half’ century, and at the present time, show that
virtue. intelligence and patriotism are necessary for the
maintenance of free government, founded on man's
natural rights; and upon parents, especially mothers,
devolves the important duty to educate a generation to
take the place of their fathers, that while they serupu-
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Jously regard the rights of others, they may undersiand
and assert their own.  And one word to you, young
inen, who arc soon to suceced to the places of your
iathers, in town, state and nation, take the advice of ex-
perience, and pursue the path of virtue, which will
honor yourselves and make you a blessing to the com-
munity.



MR. CUSIHING'S ADDRESS

TO THE MUNICIPAL AUTHORITHES,

GGENTLEMEN :

[t gives me great pleasure to witiess the present
ceremonies, 1 regard the construetion of the new o
Lall as implying the inerease of” Newburvport in bop.
ulation, in taxable capitaly, and in general prosperity,

And though an cdifice tor town wses, it ix not on thi
account of less mterest to the reflectineg mind,  Town
coverniments play a most important part in the organ-
zation of society.  During the period ot the dissolution
ol the Roman Empire, in that universa! hreakinge up o
the old forms of civilization, while the foundations o
the modern states and governments of Europe were
Just emerging out of that cataelvsm ol the social eles
ments, there remained standing, 1o prevent the total
destruction of soeiety, but three forms of publie amuthor.
iy, namely: first, a sword, 2 sword drawn, o sword
hever sheathed exeept in the blood of the vanguished
secondly, the minister of Clirist's chiureh @ thirdlv. o
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covernments,  Of these three ouly surviving forms of
authonty, but one, that of town government, was, prop-
erly speaking, a political organisin, and the tene germ
of the political liberties of extsting Furope and America.
| observed in India a corresponding fact, though dis-
plaved on alarger seale, both of space and time.  There,
one identical form of civilization has prevailed among
the nass of the population for thousands of years.—
Gireek and Tartar, Persian and BEuropean have swept
over the ind with their armies, age after age, hike o
hurricane ot the Antilles; uprooting iand destroying the
old political institutions of the country ;. but still society
has retained its vitality, and even s essential spint,
becanse the town govermnents, lower an the political
tanily than kings or senates, yet less exposed to attack,
and by thaeir nature more tenacious of hife, survived the
storm of war.  Famdyisthe only indestructible element
of socil organization; and town governmment, being
the nearest in degree 1o famaly, is the nest most nde
structible element. Our owa history, at the epoch of
the Revolution, atlords, as all acquainted wath its iminu-
ter facts know, an cqually striking allustration of the
noportanee of town governments; for in the Awerican
Colonies, in the interregnum between the downtall of
regal and the establislinwent of republican government,
they outlived all the other forms of polineal authonty,.—
Take the case of Massachusetts Bay,  "The roval Gov-
crnor had been expelled. The Connell were by law
his assistants, and had aeither permanent nor indepen.
dent authority,  The General Court could, constitution-
ally, make no law without the Governor'’s concurrence.
The Judees and Justices of Peace held no commusston
except by derivation from King George, But the
towan and town otlicers pos<essed w lezality whieh



the Revolution td not touch; for, by the Prov-
imee laws, the towns were each a contplete oreanization
within themselves, electing their own authorities, and
mecting for business at thar own volition ; and this
fweulty was inherent in them, and went on inits le-
eal operation unchanged, whatever elnel, whether lhing
or Rebel, stood at the sunemit of power.  Accordingly,
we lind the towns of Massichasetts) i that peried  of
civil war, not only peaceably and leaaliy  proeeeding
with the ordmary town atfives asaf nothime steange hiud
happened, but even rasing men and money for publie
defence, and otherwise efficiently ading in the re-
orsanization of the Commonwealth,

L com justibied in repeating, therefore, that our town
sovermments, those mmature loeal demoeraeies, are

the more interesting to the political ohserver, as the
primitive form of sovermment, and ot the same thne
1s conserviators an the last resort,

Gentlemien, 1 bea leave to touch on one other tome
of reflection. 1 ean reniember when Newhuryport,
placed as s at the month of one of the ireest pavi-
gable nivers of the Mlwitie; wis, connmereially as well
as geograpliteally, the seaport of the valiev o the river
Mervineie,  Bot hiest ciane the Middlesex Canal, o
in etleet turned the cour<e ol the miver to Dostony then
lolowed valwavs concenterning trom so niny direetions
at the siane ponls and thas Neswehueyport was s
measuve ent otl, wd commparatively msalated fro e
country, amd deprived of snose of the henegins apper-
g saturally to s seosraphieal position. Now, )
cannot but think that meaeh may be done to better this
stade of thines, by the constrizetion ol amilrond, which
shall put us in diveet connunitention with the imterior,
and thus give Laek to us the advantagzes of our maii-
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time location.  The sea cannot be taken fromus.  The
country has been,  Cannot this be restored ? 1 helieve
in some degree it may.,  And therefore | sincerely de-
sire to see the cfforts of those, who are engaged in the
construction and continuation of the Georectown Rail-
road, crowned with success, as well to remuncerate them
as 10 promote the general intexest of the town off New-
buryport,



MR. CUSILING’S ADDRESS

TO THIE CITIZENS.

Friaow Crrizens

We have disposed of one of the objeets for whieh
we  assembled  here. There remains another, not
local 1inits nature, but as wide as the himits of our corn-
mon country. I'or wheresoever, on this continent of
the New World, the starred bauner ol our nationality
s unfurled,.—wheresoever, from the Atlantic to the Pa-
cifie, mall that broad expanse of lake and river, of
mountiun and of plain,—wheresoever springs up one
blade of corn from the carth, or quivers a waterfall un-
der the milly or aseends on high the sinoke of the engine.
or happy hearts shelter themselves under the roof=tree
of home,—wheresoever, | say, there lives and breathes
an Ameriean, sha'l this day be ¢onsecrated to the men-
ories of the Declaration of Independence. It shall be
celebrated with ttinultons joy by old and by voung.
It shall be celebrated with proud recollections of our
ereat and wise loretiithers o <hall he eelebrated with
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mutual congratulations fn view of our country’s gran-
dear, wealth and power. It shall be celebrated with
thanks to Almiehty Gad, that he vouehisifid to make
ol the Thirteen Colonies oue people,  And i shall be
celebrited, by us; at least, with fervent pricvers to Al-
mighty Gad, that hie would continue to make ol the
Thirty Ntates one people,—one sreat, glovions, imdisso-
luble o,

Yes, feliow-eiizens, the Union is my thewe.  Now,
when the currents of filse doctrine are sappine the
[oundations of the Union, and the waves of perverted
passion are dashiing against the pillars ot the Constitu-
tion, now s notatitae for mdunlems i the sounding gen-
eralities of a vasue and wordy patriotisin,. Now, on
the contrary, 1t hbehooves us to constder what the Aner-
tcan Unton has done for us; what its o whetherat be
worth the hiaving ; and il 5o, Liow it is to be preserved,
in despite of Lwetion and Ginaticisi, whethee at the
North or the South. Aud thaty Trepeat, 15 my theme
this day.

1. What has the Unton done for us? "o answaes
this qnmlinn. it needs to vo back to the thme when,
seventy-four years ago, this day broke on our fathers,
luridly amnud the storms of war; to tollow ouward the:

course of our conntry to the preseut hour; and then to
pause and look around on its present condition.

When the Declaration of Independence went torth to
the world, & proper constitutional govermment, thiat s,
a soctl fubrie deitheridely connnenced trom the cormer
stone of universal natural right, and badt ap in all the
syminetry, beanty and strength of'a perfeet whole, was
i thing yet unknown on carth, and to be atteanptd by
us for the (st e e the history of man.

N populativn of vnly two ailhions of souls, scattered



nlong the narcow belt of land between the Aleshanies
and the Atlmtic onean, constituted the people of the
United Colonies.  Bevond the mountains was i vast
wilderness, the bur of the wild heast and of the hhnmnn
savage,  Our pubhic resonrees woere nothing,—save
the strongr arms and stroneer hearts, which we inherite
cd fromn our Brtish sires; aned the spirit of independenee,
personal and ntional, which had been ditfused sonone
us i the shadow of the secular forests of the New Waorlid.

Two generations only, that is, two of the averase
periods of human activity, have sinee elapsed. They
were onr wsundsives who fonnded the Eoted States,—
But now, where and what are we 2 Our populition
has filled up its originad seats. I has swanned aeross
the Alleshanies, iind oceapied with its industry, s pow.
er, 1ts prineiples, its civilization, the vast and fertile val-
ley of the Mississtppi, The remote Rocky Monntains
have proved no barrier to its progress, It now stands
upon the shores of the Pacitie; with expansive enereies
unabated, regrtful, not, like Mexander on the limits of
lndes, that o kingdoms remained to be conguered, but
thit no wildernesses are left to be reeliatmed by the hand
of idustry from the dominion of uncaltiviated Noture,

Nor i the wrestle with Nature only have we shown
our menthood, for scienee; learning, an, have also
risen up and flourished ander the vivifvine intluenees
of prosperity and freedorn ;s and in all that appertains to
neterial as well as ol sreatness;, whether in the eul
uvition of the carth or m the advaneement of meclian-
e art, mannbicdure and commeree, we, the onee teehle
child of Faglind, now riange side by side with our gread
parent, winle the nations; distanced by us i the  nwe
ol wealth and power, wze on our marvellous progress,
with wdiiration aud with awe.
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Nay, we have gone twice through the test trial
of a forcign war: once with Great Britain, in which
i we gained no greater honor, wo at least gained llnq
of co'zlendmfr en cqual terms, and with cqu;ll SUCEeS
acainst the Queen ol Nattons; and again, with Mux-
ico, in which, from Palo Alto to Chapultepee, whether
underthe lead of Scottor of LTaylor, wherever the flag of
the Union waved, it still waved in the front of the fight,
the labarum of victory. Andthrough the whole period of
this. our unparalleled growth in greatness, we, and we
atone, of the nations of” Christendom, have exhibited the
spectacle of a people to whon civil war i unknown,
among whom no example existg of death {or politieal
cause, and who have hved m unbroken domestic tran-
quility under the wgis ot the Constitution.

2. ls, then, the Union, the souree of all these prices
less blessings, worth having?  Yes, in the madness of
men to whom superabundant felicity seems a burden,
we have now come to caleulade the value of the Union,
That I think surpasses our faculty of caleulation. When
we shall have passed those glovious gates of our politi-

cal Paradise, which separate the Imuwu lrom the un-
known, then, hke the falien Adam and Eve, gazing,
miserable und repentant, where, to bar their return,
“The brundislicd sword of God before them bluzed
IMieree as a comet,”
then, 1 say, it will be for us “to cheose™ like them, our
new “place of rest.”  Where shall that place be! You,
who scek o accompiish objects, lor the attannent of
which you clamorously and ostentatiously avow your
readiness to trample on the Bible to-day and the Con-
stitition to-morow, beeause they both stand i your
puth,—you who sct up your moral conscience aguins
the formerand your political conscienee against the latter
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of you I ask, what ave the institutions, and what the po-
litieal condition, which you propose to give the people
of the United Sfates, in exchange for our Constitittion
and the Union, of which that is the charter?

That, in the overthrow of the Constitntion and the
disruption of the Union, our national weaith is fo be
destroyed,—that the production of those areat agrienl -
tural staples, on which our prosperity depends, s to
cease, or at least to eease for sas—that our manuface-
tures are to lanewish and cxpire,—that our ships are to
rot unemployed.—tor all this, you. in the zeal of” your
assinned phitimthropy. do not care. Bat ean you ex-
beet, can you be so blindly visionary asto helieve, that
the honds of this Union are to be rent asnnder by vio-
lont hands, for the express purpose of a revolutionary
socinl chanee in the velation of the white amd the black
raeos ol the country; ean you pretend to think, I say,
that the political equality of those races is of a sudden
(o be bronght about except by foree?  You know it
amd the first step, theretore, in the constitutional change
{or philanthropy’s sake, is the organization ot hostile
Republies, plunged at onee mto war, civil war, social
war. servile war, all that in warfare, foreign or domestie,
there is combined of deadly, of atroeions, of horrible.

I have endeavored to picture to myself that Rtepub-
lic of New England, to the adoption of which the in-
considerateness of many among us, the perverseness
of' others, and the eriminally ambitious vanity of a {ew,
are, by their assaulis on the Union, endeavoring to bring
the people of Massachusetts. We dissolve the tnion
ander the impulse of o blind, bigoted and one-sided
senl in the pursuit of our own opinion.  We dissolve
it for the express purpose, as already stated, ofimposing
on ihe people of others of the now United States, o VI-
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olent and revolntionary change in their social relations.
We dissolve it in the spirit of fanatical ageression and
fanatical hatred agamnst them, and they of' course
are to hate us with proportional intensity. I pass over that
war of crusading philanthropism en the one side, and of
passionate sclf:defence on the other, which I have al-
ready forcshadowed as the necessary consequence of
distnion, under such crreumstances.  We, of the six
striped flag of New Iingland, shall have at length paus-
c¢d a moment in our carcer of meddlesome madness, to
examine the internal condition of Massachuseits.——
When that dread day of reckoning, between union and
disunion arrives, at somme chance wmterval of fruce be-
twixt us and our enemices, let us reflect how and where
Massachusetts will stand.  We possess, we can possess,
none of the ereat agricultural staples, which fill the
channels of commerce. We depend on imporfation
from abroad for the very bread we eat. Those great
producing and consuming Stales, against which we
have been marching our armnies and sending our fleets,
in the cause of abolitionism, have either been broken
down in the contest, and neither produce nor consume,
or they have come oui of the strugegie, viclorious and
vindictive.  In cither case, our lisheries no longer find
a market at the South, which will have an abundant
sipply from the British Provinees.  Our ships are ex-
cluded {from the ports of the South by diflerential du-
ties, ad our ship-owners have tfransferred themselves
and their capitals to the South, or to some neutral State.
Our manulactarers have no longer the markets of the
severed States sccured to themy by proteetive duties,
mud they encounter a ruinous competition, either locul
or foreign, in every port of the South and Weste  And
then, with productive industry paralysed, with passions
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inflamed by political disasters, comes that crisis of do-
mestic conflict, which n like eircumstances has come
on other Republics, which eflaced all the glories of learn-
ing and art In Grecce, which prostrated the colossus
of Roman greatness, which ruined the once flourish-
ing citics of mediieval Haly,—that conflict between the
Have-alls and the Lack-alls, in the progress of which,
when the demons of Party and of' Anarchy shall have
done their work, then, over desolate fields, and ravaged
dwellings, and depopulated citics, there gleams omnipo-
tent the bloody sword of the Concueror and the Tyrant,
to wreak upon you the vengeance of a justly indignant
God. That will be what we are 1o have instead of the
Union. All experience teaches it. No casuistical soph-
istry, of tampering with public duty under pretence of
a conscience above the Bible and the Constitution, can
avert it 'That miserable wreck of our greatness will
be your New England Republic.  Therefore, to the
question, whether the Union is worth having, I reply,
that it is not only to be cherished for all of good which
it gives, but also for all of unutterabie ill, which its dis-
solution, for such cause, and under such circumstances,
inevitably involves.

‘What then is the Union?

I reply that 1t is, in the first place, the letfer of the
written Constitution, defining the rights to be held, and
stipulating tne duties to be performed, by the Federal
Government, by the States, and by the people of the
United States, and to which ¢very man owes lawf{ul al-
legiance, and against which public law no man has
any nore or other right to set up his individual con-
science, than he has against the municipal laws, enaet-
ed by any one of the States, for the protection of prop-
erty or life within its borders.
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And I reply, in the sceond place, that the Union 1s
above all the sparit of the Constitntion, that is, the senti-
ment of nationality, the love of country engendered by
birth, by the tics of domestic life, by community of his-
torical associations, and by the sense ol benelits confer-
red, and interests protected and promoted, by the in-
strumentality of the Union.

The letter of the Constitution is the material body,
changcable, perishable, corruptible ; the spirit of it s
the immaterial sonl, which breathes into the inanunate
elements the breath of life, and makes of it a sublime
and beautiful creation of immortality and of heaven.

This, the spirit of the Constitution, the sentiment of
nationality, the feeling and emotion of Jmericanism, is
the truc Union, the only Union worth having, the only
Unlon possible to keep.

When the American wanders into other regions of
the carth, then it is that he feels and appreciates the
true vital spirit of the Constitution. Whether, borne
along by wind and wave, hie walks the deck of his gal-
lant ship, as her kecl cleaves the patliless wastes of the
illimitable ocean,~—or he lingers amid the palaces of re-
ligion, and art, and power, in refined and populous Eu-
rope,~—or explores those Oriental solitudes, whose hal-
lowed associations are cloquent as it were with voices
from on high,—or inspects the antique civilization of
the thronging millions of Asia,—or partakes of the daily
march and the nightly bivouae on the lofty plateau of
the New World,—then it is that he fecls that he has a
country, a country to love, to be proud of; to defend,
and to uphold against all cnemics.  And that country is
the Union. I have tried it and I know it Neither the
pine of Massachusetts, nor the palmetio ol Carolina,
syirbolizes o him all there is of dear in the memorics
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of home, and of glorious in the name of country. No:
the inspiration of hope, whiclh no reverses can extin-
tinguish, the impulse of conrage which no dangers can
daunt,—these are identified in our breasts only with
the stars and stripes of the Union.

How then is the Union, so dear to every patriotic heart,
and of such inestimable value to all of’ us, to be pre-
served ?

I reply to this question, by stating how I think it may
be destroyed; or at least how you, the people of Massa-
chusetts, if you labor diligently and zealously in that
vicw, may do much to proinote and finally consum-
mate the dissolution of the Union.

Desiring and intending to dissolve the Unlon, vou
will, in the first place, as you have already done, know-
ingly, and of malice alorcthousht, infringe as a State
upon cxpress provisions of’ the Constitution, for the
avowed purpose of injury to the citizens of other States.

You will, in the sccond place, as you have already
done, maintain such unconstitutional legislation on the
ground of your conscience not perinitting you to exe-
cute the injunctions of’ the Constitution, thus demon-
strating to the other States of the Union that no com-
pact ol association with you is of any avail, since you
in eflect claim the privilege of” disregarding the law of
the land at pleasure, and of being dispensed, not by
any papal authortty, but by your own caprictous con-
scienee, or pretence of’ conscience, fromn keeping your
implicd engagewments, or even your solemn express
oath of fealty to the Union.

By these acts and  doctrines, steadily persevered in,
you, the Slate of Massachusetis, may hope to succeed
in dissolving the Unton, so far as that cousists ol a writ-
ten constitutional compuct,
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Of the individual citizens of Massachusetts, each and
all may do much to the same end, by exerting them-
sclves to kill the spirit of the Constitution.

In this aim, you will let pass unimproved no occasion
for violent, habitual, systematic nisrepresentation and
denunciation of the character and principles of your
fellow-citizens of other States. In order to do this
more thoroughly, you will establish newspapers, form
societiey, and hold anniversary and other mectings, for
the sole or chief object of exaggerating their faults and
maligning their motives and actions. If accustomed to
writing or public speaking, you will publish books or
pamphlets, or perambulate the country delivering lee-
tures, in the same sense.  And if you hold any station
conforring on you authority as one of the religious,
moral, or political guides of society, you will not fail to
malke your oftice the special means, as mnuch as possi-
ble, of disseminating such obloquy and detraction.—
Thus you will eventually succeced in completely alien-
aling from you the regard of the citizens of other States,
and preparing them to accept the disunion you tender
to them, and ’to change recadily from the condition of
your countrymen to that of your forcigii enemies.

But the people of the several States must co-operate
in the performance of political acts, without which no
common government can exist among them, and the
Union expires of itself.  You are to clect a Congress to
cnact, and a President to exccute, the laws of the Un-
ion., If vou sincerely desire disunion, as would appcar
from the acts and language of many, you will, accord-
ingly, makz the clection of President a mercly section-
al question ; and you will be careful to vote for no per-
son as member of Congress, unless he will previously
pledge himself to hold such opinions, and propose or
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support such measures, as shall render it impossible for
litin to co-operate with the members of’ Congress froimn
other States in the enactment ol faws for the public
soods  If one of your representatives in Congress ded-
1cates himself to the task of embitfering seetional preju-
dices, inflaming resentments, and resisting all measures
of conciliatton, peace, and constitutional harmony, him
you will glorify and maintain, for he s domer vour work
in furthering the dissolution of the tnton.  But if" one
of your representatives presumnes to speak 1o you of
your duty as good citizens, to appeal to yvour constitn-
tional engagements, {o plead for justice, moderation,
wisdom, common sense,—~him crucily, for he stands in
the way of your endeavors to dissolve the Union.

If by all these means and appliances you do not ace-
compiish your object, you need take but one step maore,
and the result is sare. You violate the Constitution,
You tell the other parties to it that vou do not consider
yoursclf bound by any engagement vou may have miade
with them, however deliberately in time, however sol-
cinnly in form. Dy perseverimg calumny ot vour fellow-
citizens, you have atlength got them to hate you sutii-
ciently.  You will sutler no public tunctionary of vours
to co-operate with then in the comnmon couneils ot the
nation.  What remains to be done?  But one thine,
namely, to assure the other States, that 1t is not for their
interest any longer to bear with vyou,  Aud this you new
do, in proclainting that your ultimate purpose. vour
sole object, the main business of yvourlife, to which vou
stand prepared to sucertfice both the Constitwtion and
the Bible, is to bring upon certain of the United States
a violent and revolutionary chanee in their ocial con-
difion, which is to eomstitute of it=eli’ thetr utter unpoyv -
islument, and whicit involves, undentably, and beyvond
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all possible doubt, a sanguinary and destructive war of
races, {dal to one of them, disastrous to both, and at
the mere anticipation of which it wouid seem that ev-
cry richtly constituted mind would recoil with  horror
and dismay.  Yes, 1 say to you, my {ellow countrymen
of the North, it only needs to satisty the South that you
are in carnest in the ageressive purposes in this vespeet,
which you avow, and for the accompiixhment of which
you have already taken so many preparatory steps,—sat-
1s{y the South of this, and vou will then surely succeed
in dissolving the Union, for you will have rendered it
impossible {or the South 1o remain in it without death
and dishonor,

Fellow citizens, I have thus briefly sketched the
means by which the Union may be dissolved, nav, by
which 1t ts now already placed in imminent peril.—
Greatly do they crr, who imagine that this or that shad-
ow of nullilication, whetner i Hartford Converntions or
Nashville Conventions, really constitutes the dark cloud
of danger, which 1s gathering and decpenineand lower-
ing over the firmament of the Union. No: the truc and
only serious disunionism consists of acts of systematic
aggression of one part of the Union against another, in
violation of both the letter and spirit ot the Constitution ;
and the true and honest unionism is that, which strictly
observes the constitutional compact, and is aninated by
senliments of kindly support, forbearance, good-will and
conciliation towards our fellow members of the Union.

Nor is it by the relentless application, to any given
case, of the mere dead weight of a majority, that the
Union is to be preserved. We of the North are strong
in numbers, in votes, in physical force :—is it unionisny
to violate the letter and spirit of the Constitution, and
thus to place the South in the alternative of the dishon.
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or to he incurred by passive submission to the unjust
act of a majorily, or to miputed facfiousness by resis-
tance to 11?2 No, that is disuntonism, as this day, if
rightly read, may serve to admoenish us.  For what is
the Declaration of Independence 2 We speak of it as
the commencement of our nationality.  How? Was
1t not also a solemn aet of' disunion, the declaration of
an oppressed minority, the Colonies, that they would no
longer continue united with an oppressive majority,
consisting of the rest of the British Bimpire? Think
yvou that no dear bonds of common country, of religtous
and political association, were sundered by the Deelara-
tion of Independence?  Ave, many; for Lngland still
bore, even on the lips of our forefathers, the allectionate
appellation of nome,  But ten years of actual or intend-
ed unconstitutional aggaression on their rights, ten years
of depreciation and denunciation of theie character and
conduct, ten years of legislative warfare on their infer-
ests, served to obliterate from the minds of the minority
all impressions of cominon nationality with the major-
ity, and produced that Declaration of Independence.
Aund although Eneland set a price on the heads of John
Hancock and Thomas Cushing as traitors, yet they
well micht and they did retort, that the ageressor and
not the aggrieved,—that the violator of the public con-
pact, not the victim of the violation,—that the oppres-
sive majority, not the oppressed minority,—was respoil-
sible for the dissolution of’ the union between the British
Colonies and the British Metropolis,”

My friends, I vepeat, there is solemn admonition, as
well as proud recollection, for us all, in this anniversary.
Are we, of the State of Massachusetts, against this Unlon
or for it? If the latter, as 1 lirmly believe, then it be-
comes us to cease {rom all those ucts which lead to
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disunion, as cvidently as the flowing river does to the
sea s it becomes us to desist from wanton vituperation
of our fellow-citizens of other Sates,—{o desist from
agaressive assaults on their peace,—to desist from dis-
obedience to the orgame law,—in o word, faithfully to
observe and maintain both the letter and the spirit of
the Constitution.

The living men, who uttered the Declaration of In-
dependence, have all passed away from tune to eternity.
But their spirits watch over us tromn the bright spheres
to which they have ascended.  We stand in their pre-
sence.  They shall be our witnesses, as we solemnly
renew on this day our vows of unalterable attuchment
to the Union, and declare that

‘“ Hor ﬁieul. Hnor puiﬂun,
“ Malico domestie, fureien levy, nothing’

y

shall prevail against it and to this *“we pledge our
lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor,” so help us
God !
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