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- THE CELEBRATION

oI IME
FOURTEL O JU LY. 156,

LAFAYETTE SQUARE, NEW ORLEANS.

Early in the morning the sfrects aud the Square itself hesan 1o
Al up with people, and at the hour for conmmeneoment of the exer
cizes the Square was crowded,

- The arrangements made were very complete @ oon the Cungs
freed side of the Synare a lavge platform had been erected for Ui
uze ol the s=peakers and  the secommodation of the fadies amd the
officers of the City and State. =eats had heen areaneed both on
front and on each zide. enabline thonzaneds to =1t down and Dsien
(o the speakers. o the right of thizand m front of tta bavge plat,
form had been ercefed to hold the Bands, and i the rear of tns
phittformn were planted  the t7ih Qhio Baiwery, Capto €02, Riee,
and 15th Massachugeti= Daltery, Vapt, T Pearson, whio were to -
s13t in the music,

Ti.e music econsizsied of the Cliv Band, under tiie Teadir-Lip of
Charles Jaczer ; the Port Huodson Post Band, nuwder Jolae ot
and the Deam Corps, 1t United Stades Infumtey, under Pomn M
jor Chas. 1. Bever. The whole was under the direenion of Capt,
M. N, Seoft. |

The sprakers’ stand was handzomely decorated with Hags: s

) w
e

houquets of flowers, soon after the comuenceineni ol the spevches,
hewan {0 accumudate on the spenkers table.

Abont 9 o'clock the musie =truek up © Hail to the Claet)
(during which a Major General’s sulute of 13 guns was introdueed 1n
time with the musie, and the procession, headed by Gove Hah,
began to file out [rom the Mayors Parlor in the Exccative building.
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Among others were Generals Bauks and Sickles, with their Stails,
Mayor Hoxt, C. W. Hornor, Esq.—one of the orators of the
duy-~the City and State Officers, wembers of' the Convention and
others.  After they had all taken their seats on the platform, Gov.
Hahn stepped forward and addressed  the assembled  multitude es
follows :

ADDRESS BY GOV. HAHN.

LaDiEs AND (JENTLEMEN

In gelecting me 1o preside over this assemblage on  this inter-
exting oceasion, the Committee of Arrangements did not impose
upon me the task of dwelling on the glovious recollections of this an-
niversary, or fo arouse in vour hreasts the pleasarable cmotions
lnetdent to oceastons of this kind. ‘That duty has heen appropriately
assigned to others. who, Irom their known talents or cminent
public services, are admivably litted for it, and in whose keeping |
eladly leave that interesting portion ol our exereises.

I cannot, however, resist the expression of the pleasure whicl
I experience i witnessing among us at a time like this, when
“arimevisaged war® is rithlessty stalking over the land, the conti-
nued existence of that patrioii=m which has brought us together to-
day.  While one brethren all over the North, in accordauce with the
honored customs of their fathers, are celebrating thiz day, so mem-
orable 1n our aunals, we, the citizens of New Orleans, at this ex-
treme end of onr extended conptry, are engaged in the same noble
work,  We who have felt and =11}l feel the elleets of this war, who
have suliered aid made sacritices 1n the canse of onr heloved Union,
and who fully appreciate itz glovies, progperity and power, feel more
than an ordinary interezt in the proper celebration of this day.

Ladies und gentlemen, while we indulee to-day in the festivities of
a Fourth of July celebration, and inenleate a love for the more than
Spartan virtues of the suaes ol the revolution, let us also indulge in
the patriotic hope that the war which g now arraying brother against
brother, may be brought to a speedy termination, and that we may
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acain be a united and powerful people.  When our swordz are beaf
into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks, our liclds
will again be covered with abundant harvests, a spirit. of jmprove-
ment will grow up--new land= will be opened, and we wil' enjoy

a larger share of prosperity than has ever been alloted to any
other people.  Then every citizen will zee the importance of a pre-
servation of this Union, not ouly for our own wellire, and that of
our posferity, but also for the sneeezs of republican doctrines clse-
where.  Then we shall have not only

‘* A Union of lakes, a4 Unioen of lands,
A nion of Statex none can sever.”

but will atlzo have that which iz equally important- -

» A U'nion of heart=. a Union of hands,
And the tlag of onr Union forever.”

The exercizez of  this day will now connnence with a praver
by the Rev. Dr. Guion,

Music-—National Airg, directed by Capt. Scott,

PRAYER—BY REV. ELIJAH GUION.

Almighty Father. whose nmne iz exeellent in all the earth
and whose glory iz abave the highest heavenz ; who. as on this Anni-
versary of our National Independence, didst inzpire the hearvis ol
omr Delegates in Congress to lay the foundation of owr politi-
cal edifice of civil and relicious lilierty, arant that we mayv roceive
with gratitude the rich inheritanee bequeathed unio us by our an-

cestorg, and that we mmay transmit i, unimpzired. 10 those whe
shall come after ns, rememberine that the only secnrity for the

welfare and prosperity of our fand and its inhabitants consists in «
devout acknowledgement of Thee. as the Hieh and Michty Ruler

of the Universe, aned a faithiul and obedient walkine in thy laws

and ordinances.

Give grace and wisdom to the President of the United States,
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”

the CGovernor of this State, and to our mumicipal aunthorities
that under them the peeple of this Tand may enjoy the protection
of wise and equal laws; and that they may be enabled so to dis
charee the arduous duties of their sfations that peace awd happi-
ness, truth and justice, refigion and piety may he establizhed among
us for all generations,

Prozper our Institutions for the exercize and premotion of pure
and undefiled relizion : of sound learning and true scichce : and
for the relief of sutiering hwmanity @ that the wilderness amd the
solitwry place may e elad for them ; and the desert vepiee and
blossom as the rose.

We commend to thy Alighty eare and protection those wha
have rone forih, and are now rizkinge their lives and shedding their
blood in the defence of those prineiples which form the hasiz of our
happiness and prosperity.  Thon stitest o the throne, judeing
rieht, and we therefore make our address to the Iivine Majesty, in
this our necessity, that Thon wonldst take the ¢ause into thine own
hand, and bring thiz contest fo o zpeedy and happy i==ne. Al
may the time be near at hand when men shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into proning-hooks : when nation
shall not iift up 2word against nation, ueither learn war any more :
but they shall zit every man nader Iis vine and under his fie-tree.
atd none hall make them atraid,

e with us now in the exercise and emploviaents in which we
arc about to engage,  Preserve us from an abase or perversion of
our blessines and privileges @ and may we so improve our faenltics
and endowments as =nall best snbzerve the grand objeet of our
being,  And when we shall have finished our conrse on earth, may
we be received info the manstons of everlasting rest, freed tron
the pollutions of =in, and made meet for an imheritance wnony the
snts i fight, through the merits and mediation ol our Lord
Saviour, Jezus Christ, to whom, with the Father and [Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end.  Awen.

Music—sclections from Trovatore, * Mizercere "—-City Band

Gov. Haln introduced Judge Leoaumont, saying :
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“The Declaration of Independence will now be read to you by
Judee Leanmont, a ercole of this city, well known to vou for his
patriotism and lovalty.”

Judee Leaumont prefaced the reading of the Declaration of
Independence with the following remarks :

Americans—In  commemoration of that eventful day which
cighty-cight vears ago =ecaled American frecdom, | think 1t not im-
proper that vou should hear a specimen of our [ather’s wisdom, con-
tained in the decluration of our everlasting independence.  As 1
read these words, an idea flashed across my mind, and 1 asked my-
sel and all of vou why the so-called Confederate States have not
their declavation of independence?  Why have they not =t forth
in burning words the cause off complaint against our clected Gov-
crnmenf?  Why have they not in deeent respect to the opinions of
the rest of mankind, told the wrongs which our Government put
upon them? 1 will tell you. Americans, 1t was becauze they could
not do it They might have said something against Northern
men—rthey wmight have said omething against the Northern States,
hut they conld have suid nothing against the General Government,
which would not have been a downright, unqualified and unmitica-
ted He, aeninst which the world and the history of the past would
inve stood as witnesscz. | Applause. |

Their rebellion was as eanseless as it 1s seuseless, [or every one
funiliar with the history of the Amertean nation must know {ull
well that the Routh had ever boen the petted child of the General
Ctovernment.  With these preliminavy remarks 1 shall now pro-
cowd Lo resd 1o vou the Declaration of Independence, which con-
tains our viges of complaint againgt Great Britain, in order that
vou may scee and jndee for vourselves whether or not in the causes
therein assigned vou ean find any Justification for the present
rebellion, [ Applanse. ]

Musie—Gen. Banks” Quickstep, (new) iniroduciung the airs

“Vive A meriea 7 and “ Battle Crey of Freedomw.”

| L+
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ADDRESS OF C. W, HORNOR, Esq.

FerLow Crmizess

On this day, ecighiy-cight years ago, after a long and exciling
debate, not however upon the propricty, but vpon the expediency
ol instant action, as the hours of the day passed away aud the sha
dows of evening began to prevail, there was passed the celebrated
Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America,  Presided
over by John Hancock, warmed by the debates of Adams, Jeflerson,
Franklin, Rutledge, Livingston and others, this small assembly of
less than sixty men, congregated in the State Hounse on Chesnut
street, in Philadelphia, speaking the almost undivided opinion of
their countrymen, gave to the world this celebrated declaration of
the rights of man, and inaugurated a great social and political re-
volution, whose waves have ever since lashed round the thrones
of kings and fyrants, and sabmerged many of them forever. That
impress upon society and government still continues to deepen, as
time rolls on ; and on the unalterable truth ol its principles, as o
basis, rests the entire superstructure of American freedon.

The prineciples are exceedingly plain and elear.  Thev are
laid down in no ambiguous phrascs, "They are, in the very lan-
guage of the Declaration itself, self-evident.  *We lold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are createst equal @ that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalicnable riehts ; that
among these are life, liberty and the pursnit of happiness; that,
fo sccure these rights, governments are instituted among men,
deriving their just powers frem the consent of the zoverned
that, whenever any form of government becomes destructive of
these ends, it i3 the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and
to ingtitute a new govermment, laving s foundations on such
principles, and organizing its powers in such form as to them shall
scem ozt likely to effeet their safety and happiness.”

Here we find first and foremost enunciated that {fundamental
doctrine so detested by the privilered classes—the cquality of all
mankind——uaguinst the teuth of which the stiffnecked ruce of men
are eternally colliding. In the eye of God and of an enlishtened
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and fav-reaching humanity, all men are created equal ; and upon
this basis all new societies are crected. It has been well said  that
“the State is constituted jnstice ; that established justice is the
State.”  The mizsion of the State is to cause justice 1o be respected
by foree, in conformity to the idea inherent in the idea of justice,
that injustice should not only he repressed but pumished. The
Stute regards the man as he is capable of commiitting or sultering
@ owrong, as beiug shackled or ~hackling other men, by {raud or
violenee, in the free and voluntary exercise of their activity. I'rom
this arise all legal rights and all legal duties.  The sole iegal right
is to be respeeted in the peaceful exercise ef liberty 1 the zole duty,
or ai least the first and chief of duties 1s to respeet the liberty of
others. Justice 1s nothing but “this; justice is the upholder and
supporter of reciprocal liberty. The State does not vestrict liberty,
as 1s sometimes said ; but it developes it ; it makes it zure and
steadfust,  Desides, in carly societies, all men are ncecessarily un-
cqual by their wants, their seniiments, their physical, moral and
intellectual facultics 5 but hefore the State, which considers wen
merely as persons, as free beings, all men ave equal, for equality ix
equal to litherty, and 1s its only type ard standard of comparison.
Hence equality, with liberty, is the basis of Iegal order and of this
political world ; a far wore wonderful creation of maw's genius
than the actual industrial world, when compared to the world in a
state of nature.

The men that framed our declaration were good and great
men.  They acted in the erisis as became them and the young na-
tion they were bringing into life.  Thev bared thetr hearts to the
keenest caze of all maukind., It was not a time for cant, subter-
luge or hypoerisy. 'Lhe clash of vesounding arms had already been
heard from the lields of Boston. .\n camer people, on the tiptoc ol
expectation, awaited the solemn tidings, 'The delegates themselves
vouched for the truth of their prineiples by a solemn appeal to the
Supreme Judge ol the world, and mutually pledged to each other
their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor. And ever since
that day, until a recent epoch, its anniversary hasheen a holiday,
on which the love of the people for the American Union and their
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gratitude to God for the inestimable blessings ot ¢ivil liberty have
annually ascended to heaven from the hearts of millions of human
beings,  That man must te bold and reckless-—in all respeets re-
creaut to his American citizenship—who will now dave to deny the
truth of the principles of that Deelaration of [ndependence of the
thirteen United States of Ameriea.

But a true principie ol political science necessarily meets litfle
or no recognition from its adversaries when first introduced to the
notiee of the world. S0 in this ease,  Our fathers went to war to
test the fruth of their prineiples: for war, the solemn appeal to
brute foree to deeide a truth, is the sole arbiter, now and  lor ever,
between confending ideas,  Qur fathers enunciated their political
principles and threw down the gauntlet to Greatr Britain, who
prowptly took it up.  ‘Lhere wasz something greaf, hervoic and glo-
rious in the contest of our fathers. A weak and seatteved band of
colunists, spread over a new continent. sprung from the loins of the
old mother country, “men who had dashed into the waves with the
charter of their freedom in their teeth, for the torch and the tavwros
were burning behind them,” thus bidding deliance to the loremnst
nation of all the world, with mighty armies and navy, and all the
appliances of modern wealth and eivilization. Yot the contest was
never doubtful for a moment. ‘The idea that all men are ereated
equal, and the antagonistic idea, that all men are not ereated equal,
met 1 the throes of various battles, and the judgment ot Gaod pro-
nounced, as it alwavs does, in favor of the right.

This contest was, however, the fight of pigmies when compared
to that which necessarily resulted from it—the American idea of
eqquality before the law passed from the New World to the Old.

Franklin, its embodiment. and who had aided in the prepara-
tion of the Declaration, went to Franee ; Luaflavette, who from u
sincere love of freedom, had taken part in our revolutionary strugele
unfolded its workings to his fellow-citizens ; and, lo! in a few
months ol'an unparalleled movement in history, the French nation
abolizh robility, clergy, aristoeracy, and all the evils of privileaed
classes, and challenge all Europe in arms to test the truth of the
principles of our und their declaration.  Out of that contest, even
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after the linal overthrow of the great general af Waterloo, came
the Constitutional Chart, the very first avticle ot which prociaims
the trath of the principle of eyuality, established hy our Declara-
tion.

Yeuars pass awav, and America sees slowly and gilently the
evowth of a privileged class in her very midst. Lt allies itzelt witl,
democracey, and for long, weary vears chokes the party and  stran-
oles the country.  Like the foul cancer that fastens on the faivest
part ol the human body, it seizes upon onr Republican  institutions,
which it controls for itz special interest. 1t swavs the freedom of
the press both South and North, 2o that the great buiwark of our
liberty is swept away ;3 it stalks info the pulpit, and eonverts the
sacred truths of seripture into bitter moekeries and delusions. kven
in the Catholie churel, the mother of all thie Clirtstian seet=. from
whencee the vevolutionary fathers derived the principle ot human
erpuality amd gave it to the world in the siwe manner that Moses
drageed from the inmmost recesses of the Fevptian iemples the doe-.
trine of our God and gaveit to the Jew-—even heve, in the most
ancient chureh, the doetrines were changed to meet the exigencies
of the wost detestable elass of avistocrats that ever disgraced the
world.,  Slowly the American e drank in the poizon ; slowly the
American heart beat to the musie of groans and =ighs, the elanking
of chains, the scourges of lashes, the hopeless imprizonment, the
bitter. dark, deepdespair of countless vietims,  Slowly  the Aweri-
can judement and brain adopted the conelusion, that men were not
created equal ; and in the eloriers unbroken sunshine of national
prosperity, men little dreamed ol the puny (loud just above the
horizon, not bizear than a man'’s hand, that was =0 soon o Gl the
whole caropy of heaven with black eloud and lurid licht, and over-
whelm the whole country in a bloody war.

The first eleanns of that lurid light, the fivst witterings  of the
thunder of that storm, were seen and heavd in the eannon shot at
Fort Sumter. That, as nas been well said, was the vell of pivates
against the Declaration of Tndependence, The loud and clamorous
cry, “vour human equality 1s a lie, our human bondage is the only
truth ;7 and from that time to thig, the two ideas have been wrests
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ling together in the death struggle, in which one of  thein must ne-
cessarily be overcome.

Revelutions have been likened to ecarthquakes, in which the
subterrancan clements toil and travatl for admission to the upper
air., Sometimes they seek the old outlets and craters ; sometimes the
arth eracks, and through the fissures the explosive gas finds veat.
Thus the explosions of revolution find their vent through the old
institutions of the country, which like the eraters and chimneys of
the voleano, from their dirt and incumbrances, ofter more or less
resistance fo the eseape of human passions involved in the conlliet,
Thus in IFrance the nobility and the clerey were the first to feel
the cffects of the revolutionary blast.  In ouv country there was
but onc chimney, ouc crater, one institution that required burning
out {o render the country united, prosperous and happy.  Mark the
events of this revolution, ag it has.progressed.  The cannon shot
at I'ort Sumter heralded the secession of twelve of the States
of this Union ; and the so-called Confederacy burst upon the
world as a bright and shining light, among the luminary nations of
the carth.  But ever sinee its light has burned out, until it sheds
but a flickering glave over the small remaining terrvitory where its
piratical flag still floats,  Before that time, the doors had bLeen
perempiorily  barred against the slaves; all hope of freedom had
been denied fiem ;  the black gpot upon the National escutelicon
became more and more intense, and what with our cotton raisine,
our sugar growing, our tobaceco enlture, our humanity was fast
oozing away. The war-ery of the nation resounded through the
land, and beliold the prison of slavery 1s shaken to its foundations ;
it rocks, it sways, it trembles ; crevices appear in the doors and
hinges, and the wrelched inmates cateh inspiration and hope from
the hriel glimpzes of the land of freedom without ; soon, very soon the
prison iloors are thrown wide open, and by the grace of God they
see the flag of a free country waving over their entrance to the new
American world, into which they step, no longer slaves, but men :

the dragon’s tecth the rebels sowed in their madness, strut forth
i the shape of men armed for their destruction.

f F
v
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Thank God! thanlk God! the dirty chimney or crater of the
revolution of frecdom has already nearly burned out. Thank Gad
that the only American institution of which Americans had reazon
to blush for shame, has proved sufficient to carry oft' the heat, the
phrenzy and the bad passions of the eombatanis, and the subter-
unean fire of this political voleano, IHencelorth we muzt progres:
without slavery. Tt is the solemu, unalterable deeree of our na-
tional destiny. Let us embrace it with warm hearts and cool hands,
with judgment and justice. with will and intelleet, as the supremely
wond and supremely true. Though shadows, clouds and darkness
rest upon the tuture, let us walk bravely up to it aid into it : reso-
lutely =ccking for the right, valiantly combatting the wrone,  And
when the smoke ol thiz contest shall have passed awav ; when our
children and their children’s childven shall vead 1he exciting events
of thix rebellion, may they rejoice to tind that we, their prozenitors,
through all the perils of the times. stood immovably firm on the basix
of nmversal freedom and the eapaeity of man for sclfcovernment
that we, tnour frialz, became no reereant Americans---{rnitors to
CGod and our ecountey, with itz free and  elovions institutions : that
we renitined true to our vepublican prineiples, and thanked God (o
the latest hour of our lives, that we--that, we. too were Ameriean
citizens,

Gov. Hiahno then idroducaed Gen. Sickes, as tollpws
FELLOW CITIZENS ;

You will now be addressed by one who=e pblic services in
various capaeities a= a civilian have been britliant, but whosze fofty
patriotism and noble, self-=acrificing spirit on many bloody tields of
hattle, and espectaily at the batde of Gettysburg, just vne yvear ago
to-day, [great applase] have covered his brow with wedvine Jau.
rels. [ \pplause | 1 have the honor ol introdacing 1o you Major
General Daniel 13 Sickles,  {Long and enthusiastic applause and
waving of flags, hats, ete. ]
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ADDRESS BY MAJ. GEN. SICKLES.

CloveRNOR. CITIZENS, SOLDIERS AND IFRIKNDS :

'This celebiration of the aumiversary of our independence has a
signiticance to me which every other oveasion of the kind has lacked.
Fntil thiz vebellion. the issue of the great strngele of the revolution
had in all truth and soberness been an experiment.  We had hoped
and trusted our suceess was sure : but we had not before under-
cone the supreme test of national vitality and endurance.  The Re-
public had already proved itsell’ capable ol repelling forcign inva-
ston and vindicating the national honor from assaults without ; but
it had vet to establish for itselt in the judgment of mankind the
prool’ that it was capable of protecting itself from assault within,
frow a revolt more formidable than any nation, or people or system
of covernment. had ever yet encountered.  'This zeence which I wit-
ness to-day 3 this presence i which 1 stand, is itsel! the vindieation
that the friends of freedom and humanity looked for, and it tells me
of a restored Union, of a regenerated State, of a vindicated flag.
In what presence dol staud?  The Governor of Louisiana is hiere.
CApplause.]  The rightlul Governor, the elect of the people, and
himzelf & man of the people  The Commanding General of the
Union army in this Department 12 here. [ Great applause.] The
soldier. the ovator and the stateaman. e whosze rule typilies the
vigor, the justice, the magnanimity and the beneficenee of his Gov-
orument.  The Iaborineg men~-thicy for whom this great baitle is
[ouehit ave here.  The zoldiers of the nation, the hope of the Re-
pablie are here. [ Applauze.i  Why are all these soidiers on this
s0il?  Ave they here az nvaders?  No. For one | would unot
conne here for guch a purpoze, and I know my eonvades would not.
We are here to reztore order and re-establish franquitiity ; o assist
tire Ioval men of Louisiana to put down inzurrection, to vestore to
vou aunl vours the proud heritaze of Republican liberty that de-
scended to vou from vour fathers.  {Cheers | 1s this snbynention ?
No, no.  Has any coercion brought around us to-day these thou-
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sandy of loyal hearts?  No oy yon are here as loyal men.  You are
here to attest aud reaffim yonr affection for our dear old flag,
[Cheers.]  Where do T seo the proofs of Federal anthority? Do 1
see them in acts of violence against unarmed men? Do [ see them
e the torture of the =take and the halter for theze whe differ in
sentiment and eonviction from loval men?  No. | zee the anthor-
1ty ol my Government in the effort made to restore prospority, and
theilt, and order. and happiness thronghout your borders. [Ap-
plagze.] 1 see the anthority ot my country blended with maxna
nimity in the forgiveness which it extends even to those cuilty of
tie foul crime of rebellion acainst our liberty. I see it in the
rchools re-established and imangurated throughout thiz metropolis
of the Sonth., [ see 1t mn frecdom extended to thoze who have
shown their willingness to take up arms and give their lives to the
canse which we fight for. [Applanse.]

I =ce with pleasure and pride that weare honored to-day also
with the presence of many of the members of vour Convention which
sits in yonder hall.  That Conventiou has met to revize and modify
the fundamental law of your Commonwealth., [tz labiors have
attracted no hittie attention not only here, but elzewhere.  Iow
will that Conztitution, so far az we can now judee of its features.
differ from the old one ? [ will difter in just that eszenfini foature
which distinguisties a republican government. pure and stmple. frowm
a covermnent that in <o far as it deerees the =ervitude of man, 12 nof

repubiican. | Applause.;

My {riends, it hax no doubt seemed to you, as to myself, zome-
what =trange--at all evenis as deserving of & passing thought. that
wea should be here {o-day celebrating the trinmph of one rebellion.
while we are wading through seas of blood to put down another
rebellion, [t is true that those in arms against us claim that the
rebellion of 1776 s both a precedent and a justification ; many
living within the Union lines advoeate peace and the recognition of
the Confederacy under the same delusion ; and thousands in Eu-
rope arraign ns {or inconsistency beeause we fight rather than yield
to the demands of those who say they have followed only in the

b
wr
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footsteps of the fathers of the revolution, Ti this agsertion be true,
then indeed we have been wrong in this war: then indeed we must
submit to the rebuke which at home and abroad comes to usso often
and which on a very recent occasion received the eminent sanction
of Lord John Russell, British minister for foreign affairs. In a
speech recently delivered in the Ilouse of Lovds, which will at-
tract a great deal of attention in this country as well as his own,
his lordship laments * that thousands are being slanehiered for the
purpose of preventing the Southern statesmen acting on thoze very
principles of independence which in 1776 were asserted by the
whole of America against this countryv.” I feel that it behooves
nie, as a citizen and a soldier, to enter my protest against this doc-
tring, let it come from whatever quarter it may. [Applause.]

It 15 indeed startling to hear a man like Lord Russzell, himself,
10 his writings, in his political labors, in his historical disquisitions
and in his illustrious family, a representative of free principles and
a most accomplished philosphical historian and statesman--it is
startling to read declarations of so eminent an authority in affirma-

tion of g0 Iamentable and absolute an error.

You were told a few minutes ago with great aptuess and feli-
city by the gentleman who read to you the Declaration of Indepens
dence, that the Southern Contfederacy, when it announced itself to
the world, waz silent upon the causes which impelled them to a
separation ; they were dumb as to the grievances which they had
endured from the Government they had repudiated.

No, my {riends, the Government established hy Washington,
Hamitton and Jeflerson, was a government which had freedom. en-
{ranchizement aud liverty for its foundations, [applausze] and in
which oppression, servitude and slavery were wnavoidable and un-
fortunate incidents and accidents. The government established
by Jeflerson Davis and Slidel], is a government-—if it shall ever at-
Lain actual existeuce and recognition—in which liherty will be an
accilent and incident, and slavery the foundation aud the sub-
staince.  [Great applause.]

Never shall it be sald by any man that there is the least anal-
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ogy between the cause in which Washington drew his conseerated
sword, and the conspivacy in which the traitor Floyd drew his in-
tamous weapon.  No! When o flaw in the dinmond shall grive
value to the jewel—when poison, instead of being a zubtic destrover,
shall heeome @ eonservator and promoter of life and health—when
e =pots on the sua and not the sun itsell shall cive fisht and heat
and culture to the earth-—then it may be said with truth, ami not
until then, that the eause enshirined forever vn the Fourth of July,
[176, 15 identical with that tor which the rebellion 12 now In armes,
LA ppiause. ]

[t 15 =aid by the enemies of free vovernment that this vebellion
has impeached tiie capactty of men for seif-coverntient ¢ that 7 has
tupeached ome Constitution, in showing itz lack of viror tor the
preservation of arder and national unity 1 that in our career as in
the history of Greece, Rome, and the Republics of” the Middle aees,
the Republican theory of government has signally faifed @ and that
it iz only what iz called the strong arm ot monarehy or Jdezpotisn
that ean give perpetuity to a nation,

Ladies and gentlemen, this 15 an oceaston when it 1s proper to
protest alzo againzt that delusion. T would afticm, with thie Loewrti-
est confidence, that revolution and rebellion ave not p&uuli:w thy Je-
publics.  We have only {o [ook ut China to-day, the oldest of the
nations of the carth. to behold there a reveilion of vears i dur.
tion, to =ee that convulsions are not peenliar to vounyg natious.  We
have oulv to recur to the strugele of Poland and Hungary to under-
stand that rebellions are not easily put down by the most despate
and austere of governments : and we find in the hizstory of Eacsland,
our peculiar monitor and instrnetor in these davs as w our Jduties
with reeard {o our rehellion—we have, | sav, only to look at Fue-
lich history to see that there i< searcely any portion of her vasg do-
main, that has not, at one perimd or another, set at naughit and defied
her authority and drawn the sword for independence. Seotinnd,
Irveland, and India. to sav nothing of our own thirteen colonies,
should reeall to  British recollection her own vulnerability, It
might with much more truth be affirmed that this rebellion is nee
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thing more or less than a continuation of that old strugele, world-
wide aud as ancient as the race and history, between privilege and
power, hetween the oppressor aud the oppressed, hetween the desire
of man for free government and untrammeled rights, and the desire
of the avistocratic few for peenlinr privileges aud powers, Thern
1= but one aristoeratie featnre left in our Constitution and svetem
of goverpment framed by the fathers whose work we are celebrat.
e todav,  Thiat avistocratie feature 1 mav state in a few words,
n the several States where shivery existed, men wore representesd
in Congress who did not vote—whose votes were east by others—
by those who owned them,  The labor which was relied upon for
the eultivation of the =oil, was not admitted to the cleetive
feanchizse, was not entitled to eduention, was denied  the free oflices
vl religion,  That was the aristoeratic element in the frame-work
of our Government, It is that aristoeratic element which is now
straggling for domination and supremaey.  {Applase] i s
snecesstul, then it will extend itselt throughoat the length and
breadth of this continent, and stamp every where thue wets, the pwlicy,
the wdminiztration and  the Government of thi= conntry, Lubor
no longer will be tts own master,  Labor will he no longer enti
thed to choose it own representatives,  Limited sufliage, restricted!
cducation and all the ideas diveetly mantagoniztical to Americau
ideas, will become the ordinary and aceepted principles, dominating

in our soviety and controlling this continent.

[t is heve then, my friends, that vou seg and apprectate what s
involved in this war,  One of these two  {orces must establizh i
uperiority. iz for vou, for the wen of our day and generation
to decide and settle this question, =0 full of importand  hope on the
one hand, so dark and drear for those who believe e the righteons-
ness of {ree institutions on the other.

My friends ¢ United, we are like the mountaing, mvuinerable,
inntortal, fapplanse,} but divided, we are like the sands off the sew,
leaving no trace or track behind them. .\ wan, or maszes o e,
have but little signifieance in the great march ol civilization. As
they are merged in nationality, it is as nations that they tulfill the
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rreat deerees of Providence in the attaimnent of huan  progress.
[t 1= as anation then that we must survive with honor in history,
or wo down to the future in contempt,  As Americans, onr pride,
owr hope i in one nationality ; we have uo future unless we unite
amd perpernate our countey, atd with that united, we bave o des
vy, brichter, wreater, than cver beckoned on s people in the
trwgele for immortality, We are fighting to-day for i=2ues as noble,
us pre, as mspired, as heaver-bleszed az any ever submitted 1o the
:ll‘hil:‘:lllll_‘lll nf h:lll]l'. [ llli:-ﬁ saernd llum‘w:-'m:twl to the l'l'l.'H”i'i'-
tons, the struecles, the saeritices of one tathers—let us here rocopd
in hieaven ssolemn oath, that we wiil vever lav down onr aris.
that we will vever cease, with hand and heari and ballot and
bayonet, to stragele on against this rebellion, andl thae oid fae
shall b im‘mlmu tln'nugllmtl the Jand aud =aluted with honor on

every sea, [ Rnthustastie applanse, |

AMter the concluston of General Sickles” remarks, the hand
lg.llll stk ujs (e} Illt, COPCIMonies were Termi e 1 ln llihllllt‘!" i
the flae< of the ditferent nations over the wnsicians platiorm, the
nabion] melody Leing performed anmd salutes ired in time with the

Iﬂll.-‘i:'.

Fiest carne the ensign of Eoeland, saluted with o soeddes come
posed of “God save the Queen,” “Seots whse he,” and =0 Parick's

Dav.” Then followed the flag of Franee, the hand plaving “Pour Ju

Sveic s and then the standavds of Spain, Russta, Deanmark, Taly,
Crermany, awd sty the Staes and Steipes, wlhinle the bands plaved

L |

“Hal Columbian™ aud “Oue Flaw s there” with ful avoblery aceom

|i:t!iimunl ..

The day was celebheted in the most becommg manner through.
out, 1y owas moveality o gala day 3 all classes of o citizen s
entering into the festivities with that spivit and demeanor wihich
marked 1tas aoday of no ordinary occurrenee. 16 was the birthday

of Amevican ludependence ;o and as such, our people met and ol
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fered up their hallelujahs m token of their love of liberty—rational
libertv—that kind of liberty which is intended to confer upon all
alike the blessings of good government—-represcutative government.
This was what the fathers and sages of the revolution of 1776
strngoled and Lattled for, and this is what their descendents of
the present day are contending, tor when they rally around the old
Flag and fight the battle of the Union.  In the evening there was
a promiscnous gathering of all classes in Jackson Square, where
the roses and jessamines flourish, and sweet scented flowers arve
cultivated—-whete Jackson—the immortal Jackson—seated upon his
dashing war steed. keeps wateh to remind us of the glories of the
past.  1lere our people met in the evening to hear Jaegers Band
discoursc sweet musie.  Many of our best national airs were played
to the delight and amusement of the vast multitude present. As
the sun hid his golden face in the folds of the distant west, and
twilight commenced stealing softly upon the Crescent City, the
hells of the old Cathedral, opposite Jackson Square, sent forth their
concord of sweet sounds, signitving the closing of the cercmmonies
of the day. The =ame gayv scene was witnessed at Coliscum Sqguare,
where hundreds of our people had also gathered to enjoy the cool
cvening breeze, and listen to the playing of many of our popular
national airs, by a band ol musicians provided for the oceasion. I
fact the day wound up most gloriously and will long be rememberad
cd by our good citizens, At night, rockets might be seen penetra-
tine the heavens ia different directions until o late hour.

At Liberty Hall, a seleer and full audience listened for over
an hour to Col, Thorpe’s remarks.  The meeting was catled to or-
der by Dr. Gibbens, and in the abzence of Judge Durell, Dr. Dostie
waz called to the chair.  Dr. Dostie in introducing Col. Thorpe to
the audience, stated that numbers of members of the Convention
having wighed to hear from him something about the inerease
of Union seutiment since the lirst arrival of the Federal forees
in this city, the Colonel wounld now give some of his expericences,

In addressing the aundience, Col. Thorpe stated he kuew that he
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was laboring under many disadvantages ; first, owing to the in-
clement state of the weather, and second, that the majority of the
audience had probably listened to better speakers alrcady on fhat
day ; but as he hada been induced by his friends to give & descrip-
tion of the first attempts to instill Union sentiments into the people
of New Orleans, he would be satisfied if he only started one single
spark of patriotic fecling on this 8Sth anniversary of National In-
dependence,  Ancient nations had their festivals, but although they
were made up of more outward show, there was less intellectual en-
Jovment than in our own. e then made a comparizon Letween
the three anniversaries of the Fourth of July which had passed
since the first arrival of the Union forces in this city.  How on the
first, the city was gloomy, the levee a ruin, and the people not ouly
surly and unpatriotie, but thoroughly rebellivus. How on the second
there was an attempt made by the laboring classes to get up a
torchlight procession ; but the whole only tended to show how little
patriotism there wasg in 16, To-day, all vas changed. Men, women
and children were to be scen all over the city gailvy dressed. A
gallant soldier and a brilliant orator had addressed the people to-
day, and their much respected and  honored Chief Magiztrate had
taken part in these exercises.

Among the many evidence ot progress, he alluded to the re-
cently passed ordinance of emaucipation by the people ot Louisiana,
He said that few, even of the pretoundest thought, tully compres
licnded the importance of that act.  Strange as it might “appear, it
had created an epoch in the world’s history.  There waz no hunit
to itz moral and politieal effeet.  If, =aid the orator, we take up
the vecord of the last cighteen huudred vears, we would find how
few promunent points or hewdlands there were standing out from
the general level to make startling eras in the history of man, and
vet so sublime did he consider the passace of the ordinance of
emancipation, that in future times 1t will stand  enly second in im-
portance to the advent of the Saviour of mankind., It was the pri-
mary, and will, thercfore, ever be considered the erandest step.
Maryland had {followed the example of Louisiana : Kentueky wonld
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*oon enroll herself in such good company ; then would follow other
Southern States 3 but Louisiana was first at the goal in the Olyw-
pian race ; she wore the wreath of the first victory, and all others
must follow., To Gen. Banks, just history will aceord the credit of
the fact.  And how well he may be proud of the ereat act of his
public life we can learn by reading the motto recently placed under

“the Canal street statue of Ienry Clay. Said that great statesman
in the palmiest days of hisintelleet, “If 1 could relieve Kentucky of
<lavery, 1 would think that honor grander than any that can he
worn by the conquerer’s hrow.”  Gen. Banks has done more, for
under his administration he has given {recdom to Louisiana, and
prepared the way for the redamption of the nation at lavge.

In this manner the speaker kept the audience listening atten.

tively for over an hour, being {requently interrupted by applause.

The streets all through the ety wore a festive appearance ;
most of onr business houses closed early in the day. The banks
and insurance oflices, as well as all public oflices, were closed iu
honor of the day. Carondelet street, from the number of consular
oftices therein, was cay with bunting ; on no oceasion have we seen
them displayed in such numbers.

The shipping in the harbor also displayed their flags, some of
the vessels being eovered with them.



