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Newport, July 6th, 1801, °
Dear SiR,

THE Committee, appointed by the Honorable Town-
Council, do, 1s dire@ed, prefent you their thanks, in behalf
of the Citizens of Newport, for the excellent OraTiON
which you delivered, in compliance with their withes, on the
4th irnflant, the Auniverfary of American Independence ;
and requelt of you a Copy cof the fame for the Prels, ,

We are,
With fentiments of unfeigned efteem,
Your’s, &c.

WILLIAM DENNIS,
JOHN CAHOONE, Committees
DAVID MELVILL, jun, o

PAUL M. MUMFORD, Efq.

M'MBW

GENTLEMEN,

IF any thing can give value to my life, or has the pew- ‘
er of endearing itetp me, it i3 the favor with which my fel-
low-citizens ' have been plealed to look towards me.” I
{isy favor : I confider it as fuch ; becaufe it involves a tck-
en of their ¢ffeom, to me the mott valuable cf worldly tieafu rﬂﬁ/ )
To the requeit of the Honorable Council, which as their§
Committceyou communicate, I cordially accede ; belicva
irg it was intended as & fribute to fincerity, Though the ‘
{entiments which I had the honor of pronouncing at the Lute ’
Anniverfary of our National indepe')dcncc, were not cone
emplated as ever to reach the Prefs ; yerit would be tmpof-
fible for me to refift {uch a compl;mcnt from fo vcﬁcmble a
foarce, and o grateful to my feelings.  Forgetful of the ma-
ry imperfeilisons which their appearance in print may batray,
tirey are hursoly fubmitted,
Accept, ] pray you, for yourfelves, and thofe in whole
chalf you apoear, the uafeigned sxpreflion of my ackuow-
‘zomentye

PAUL M. MUMFORD:.
MJpo. 2, Oth Fuly, 1801,



ANNIVERSARY ORATION, o,

Iriends and Fellow-Citizens,

IN compliance with your will,
I rife the humble echo.of fentiments to which the
day is dedicated ; and which, like the zephyrs of
-the morning, dilate in innocent pleafure, difluf-
ing trefhnefs, and fragrance. As yonder {un in
his Laftern height, beams light and hilarity
through the chambers of night, and wakes the
repofe of their flumbering tenanis ; fo the in.
vigorating influence of the prefent anniverfary,
as recorded in the annals of our Country, 1n i1ts
regular return, revives the feelings and the prin-
geiples, by which we claim to be Americans. It
is efteemed a prerogative, to thofe who are no.
bly attached to focial duty, more pre-eminently
glorious than could be derived from royal pa-
tents, that in the revolving circle of time we are
annually prefented with a day, fignalized by the
virtues of our Fathers, and hallowed by the ge-
nius of Libcrty ; on which the nobler faculties
take the lead, expanding o’er the human race,
as one extended family, and in generous pleafure
mark the improvements of their condition.

WE are affembled, fellow-citizens, to com-
memorate our Independence, as a Nation, by
whicha magnanimous people were advanced from
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bondage. The review, f; _ud as itis, involves
many ‘melancho oly traits occafioned by an ardu-
ous and blcody Revolution, through which it
was fecured.  The gloomy tints of devoted fuf-
fering, glance on the damenea mirror of remems-
brance, and create & Jow of emotions, folemn
and ferene-—which, mxngimo with a confeicuf-
aefs of retude, and the exalted fenfations of
eventual vitery, conititute an enjoyment wor-
thy of human nature, and acceptable to its au-
thor. Though there are mary, perhaps, here
prefent, who “have mourned the fate of 2 fond
father, a beloved brother, or more tender friend,
fwept from the cutalogue of exiftence by the un
principled arm of defpotifm 5 though the tears
of forrow and {ympathy have not )et forgotten
to flow at the récoll c@ion j—there is comicert in
the refleCtion, that they were woluuzary facrifices
in defence of their Country, and the rights of
mankind ; that their names are endeared to pola7
terity, and emtbalmed in gratitude and efteem
that their bleffed fpirits an, remnmg in ’h
bright portals of ceieitial blifs, and {mile in con-
feious fecurity, that the Lav(e, for which they
faffered, 15 eltab 1{}ud, and thar the vengeance
ol tyrants can no longer reach them.

SUBMITTING, tazn, to the Supreme difpof-
ar of events, and mtlsned that his difpenfations,
wiatever appenrance they may wear to mortal
eye. e wucly ordained to proinocte the mnoft inb-
dantial good of o, let us artempt to unt Id a
thieme the mout 1 J.knu*.;:'; and interefting, which
e hiftory of Notions attyrds,
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I'T ranks among the number of our misfor:
tunes, fellow-citizens, tnat an era the moft auf-
picious to Liberty ; that the birth day of a Na-
tion ; on which millions of men emerged from
an abjet ftate of Collonial depreflion, and al
famed the majeftic autiiude of continental inde-
pendence : It ranksy I fay, among the number
of our misfortunes, that {fo ani{pi-ious an event ;
the anniverfary of our political exiftence ; the
moments of our fondelt hopes, are often fuized
upon, and monopolized by the rapacity of fac-
tious impoltors, and pro”ﬁh‘ted to abandonced
purpofes. It bas too oiten been our lot, when
invited to attend the celebration of this day,
tb have our principles arraigned, and our fcel.
ings infulted, by the lofty impertinence of iome
crou"hmg atellite of farellite es, whofe canine ge-
nius, fet on by political Nimrods, in oblequious
celerity, yelps for the immolation of virtuz, and

gi1e extinétion of right.
66 mmmem all is falfe acd ‘mllov ; thoozh the tongue
Drops manna, 2:.d can make the worfe APpLar

The betrer reafon, to PCIPAC)& and difia

Matureft counfels ;- —
I am warnianted in thefe obfervations, by rccent
examples, which evince their truth and being
truths which relate to the obj.&t of the prefent
aflemblage, 1t has become my duty to muke

themy o duty which I fliall purfue m its Hricinefs,

An imperfe&t organization of a few of the
fads which relate to. the cominencement, and
the progreis of thefe States j together with a few
hints of the diiferent p}mupies by the coliifion
ol which, the event we celebirate was pvouuxgd
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(and by the continuation of which, we have poli-
tically been ¢ born again™ into a new, and re.
generated life) haftily thrown together, without
fymmetry or grace, will comprile the prefent re-
pait.  And I regret that want of time, or ability,
precludes me from affording one better adapt-
ed to the refinements of fenument and literary
taite.

There was a time, when America was with-
out a name, and her fhores were folitary, and
difmal : When her belt {oil gaveits fubftance to

unfrui:ful trees ; and the f.mc”( flowers of tha

valley ““walted their fragrance in the defert aw.”’
It was fet apartin the ong:nal decrees of deftiny
as the refuge of liberty. Its difcovery was at-
tended W1th many ﬁmular events, and excited
many {peculations. The prowling monfter of
qDpl’eﬂio n, that roamed the eaftern uorld, (ST

ed up its haggard form, and ftretching its bale-,

ful eyes, furveyed in grim concern, the looming
confinent. The opprefled, who had been held
in fhackles of flavery, burft them afunder, and
rofe, in confidence and courage, to redeem their

rights and rheir exiitence. Always confiftent in
zeal for domination, many attempts by the
crown of Iingland were made to people it ; but
in vain. In vain were men embarked under the
influence and patronage of a king ! They fell
vitims to dnfaﬁcr,and difcafe. T'ne corrupt mo-
tives, by which the impulfe that brought them
was communicated, imparted a bane that funk
them in the duft. No poflible adjultment of
fleur and blood, in human compofition, could,

-t
o~
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withftand the peculiarities of its clime, but fuch
as was the temple of thofe principles, which have
exalted 1ts name, and made 1t refpe&ted. Puri-
fan was the genius that efleCted its population,
and, Itruft, pure is the genius that yet prefides
over, ana pzefervea 1t ,

The reign of James the Firft, is remarkable
for religious perfecution. There was at that
time, in £ngland, a clafs of men who heid a re-
pugnance to the Romith church as then eftablifh-
2d, and to popifh ceremonies which they deemed
idolatry. Numbers of them were deftroyed,
without form or ceremony, as implous heretics,
till the defperate remnant, {uperior to the ¢ ills
that covered them,’ refolved to explore the wide
waltes of a new difcovered country, rationally
judging, that at the diftance of 3000 miles, they
would be beyond the grafp of intolerance, where
they might enjoy, in fecurity, the immunities of
their nature. The hardfhips they had endured,
producing a fpirit of inquiry which taught them
to reafon for themfelves, 1t would have been al-
tonifhing had they not brought with them opini-
ons favorable to fiberty. Poflefling an intuitive
knowledge of government, they knew very well
that it was the common bl!‘th‘l”‘ht of man ; and
that every attempt to i« {train i, by umonﬁima
tional, and unrealonable means, was a violation
of the compa& which forms the ligaments of fo-
ciety.

However repeated thetr tranfinutations, as
& the forms of their police, one principle feeins
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carefully interwoven in them all, viz. exemption
from foreign, and oppreffive taxation. Early did
this jealoufy arife, and early was the 1ight alert-
ed. “Whatis good land (faid they) without
vood Jaws ? It were madnefs to leave an 1m-
proved country, to plant in a wildernefs, and
give an abfolute power to another, to tax us at
pleafure.”” Natural right, and human prudence
arc oppofed to fuch doctrine.  Such were their
‘proteftations againft the inroads upon their pri-
vilezes 5 and hence it is clear , that from the firft
mement of their fextlpmems, they underftood—
their relations to the mother country; the na-
ture of their duties ;—the extent of their rights ;
were appriled of the dangers that would invade
them ; and grbw upin a determination to repel
atcempts of the kind, from whatever quarter
they mlght ar.le, even at their Airft appearance,

v

How delightful 1s the found of Liberty !
How 1ich, and fubftantial the enjoyment that is
derlved from its pofleflion | Pronounce it to the
{lave : He hears it in ftupid apathy: To him it
has loft its charms. DBut the lowly cottager,
while performing the round of his narrow inclo-
fme, follcwed by the innocent pledges of lus
early vows ; or the more humble hermit, {eated
in the filent ferenity of folitude, yn {trains of un-
adulterated fentiment, exprefs its value. Itis a
gem of immenfe and equal value to every grade
in the fcalz of human being j—a common right
which, like the blefing of nealth, no cCominutas
tion can compenfate, ana 1s indifpenfable to eve-

vy enjoyment. The morgliit may analyze the
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mind ; exhibit the dependency of paflion in con-
ne&ed order, aud caiculate the tmpilfe to duty.
The philofopher may expoftulate on fortitude,
and teach forbearance. But the more exnlted
encrgies of freedom donot require their explana-
tions. As felfevident truths, thcv mock the
dull formaliues of language, and cleave to the
finer perceptions of fenfibility.  Shall it be in-
vaded by the daring itrides of ambition! The
~ thought carries m.fzgiz'mm to the heart,

The p* srefs of hiberty in the A'mnerican
States has e en fuzh as to furnifh its true charac.
teritic.  Furtaking of huiman nature, it is eilen-
tially the fame inall countries, bnt tavors the
clime in which 1t s nourtthed,  In the free, aud
filubrious air of Awmerica, 1t is n‘.aturai to .mppoﬁ,-
that it exifts in fuil vigor, and the highelt pertec.
tion. Confidering too, the qualities of minl
wliich impelled to its caxly population, and which
arc not to be eradicated trom the brealts of A-
mericans, we feel a fatisfaltory confilence that
the force of faction, and thearts of muinae,
will be exerted n vain..

The imperious poiicy of Britain, beheld
with envy, thie riting profperity of the col omeq ;
and atlected by a diltempere ! jealouly, thatt' e
artificial authority it held up, would bz in-
adequate to the deligns that were entertained, of
converting them o a {fource of revenue, lo [t it
feltinrace. Ther ref) cdlve demands arofe in
elternate gradations, till the ¢ne, in infatuated

1.

zeal, aflerted the 1'5“;.. et v binding in all cafis



( 10 )

whatever ;* and the others, forced by neceflity,
lolemnly declared to the world their right of
freedom and independence.

It is not the prefent purpofe to enumerate
the grievances inflicted in a thoufand fthapes, by
which they were driven to a Declaration of In-
dependence : They are yet freth wounds, ftill
bleeding in the fenfibilities of Americans, which
time can never heal, and which nothing coulid
alleviate but the fuccefles they have procured.
‘T'hey are recorded in dufky pages, over which
weeping humanity will bend for generations to
come. Is 1t faid that the Parent ftate was altu-
ated by maternal care to fecure a rude and mii-
putded offspring in the bleflings of profperity ?
With as much alcendency of reafon it may be
faid, that the barbarities, pra@lifed by Weft-In-
cdian planters, upon the wretched Africans,dcom-
ed to their inclemency, are acts of tender mercy
and affeGionate frateruity.  Iid the Parliament
of England upbraid the Provinces with an inten-
“tion of throwing off their allegiance and therr
fubjetion 7 As well might the Provinces re-

~ proach that Parliament, with an infidious defign
of reducing them to a {tate of abfolute flavery
'and unconditional fubmiffion. ~ When royal
agents, in fecret conclave, were bartering your
lives and property ; when the atlantic was vex-
ed and fatigued Dy the frequent delegations of
oppreflion, deftined for the then haplefs fhiores
of America ; when the interior of the country
was darkened, an1 polluted, by the accumulation
of minifterial tools, who were {preading abroad
“to py out your liberties, and to embarrafs your

) ‘ oy [ "J \ﬂ-
L. , Bt 5
7Y A AR ‘ Ly
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councils ; when argument was anfwered by the
ghttermg array of military marches ; when the
terrific found of »2be/ fub/ec%, was echoed ¢ to
and fro,” with impiousintent to dithearten and
divide ; what was the hight in which that Par-
liament and that miniftery appeared ! And what,
lellow-citizens, were your fenfations ! The firft
may be imagined: ‘The other 1 will anfwer.
'I'c anfwer it, is the honelt pride of an American
heart. They were as they yes are; and com-
pofed a warm delre, and invincible determina-
tion, to maintain, at every rifk, the rights with
which nature, and nature’s God have mduea the
fons of men, Delufive was the mifcreant hope
of faltening on this country the cords of bon-
dage. In malculine ftrength and irrefillible en-
ergy they were burft afunder, and the brutal
hoft, in the cowardice of guilt, abandoned their
proje&, and fled beyond the horizon. °

Truth, however, prompts the remark, that
it was not a contention againft the People of
I'ngland ; no more than the war of extermina-
tion, which has been carried on by that coun-
try, for eight years, againft the Republic of
France, is 7hcir war : INo, the Pegpie of England
were averfe to the aggreflions which iffued in the
feverance of an Lmpire. 'The brighteft talents
oi that nation, as they have protefted againit the
enormities, w hxch of late, have deluged in blood
one half the gnobe, fo they, then, were advocates
of the American caufe. It wasa firuggle againit
privileged orders, which have ever iought the
defiruction of human happincels : It was a ftrug-



gle againft the voracious policy of Britain, which
by a fettled delufion of the divine right of kings,
and beredimry Government, has laid the hberties
of its fubjects in chains. The People of every
country are allied by the vital currents of fame
intereft—fame danger ;—the danger of being
buiit upen teo (:'ppn,ﬂivc,l). 'They are the broad
bafe ; the mailv doric of embellithed orders,
thofe itupendou. fabrics” which boalt of
lerds and kings, Their labors diflolve in the
conftitutional economy, and tranfuding the
apertures cof financial animation, go to adorn
the exterior, and perpetuate the laflitude of po-
litical parafites, who bafk in favor.

It would be difficult to take a pofition fo
elevated as to give a general outiine of the Re-
"VOlutmnary fcenes that weould do jultice to thofe
who condutted the iwportant dmm . The
points that hav~ been confideresd, were not fe-
‘eCted as prominent features, but as the more
latent caufes by which it was produced, which
furnith the faicell “examp'z ob  that fpecies of
hiberty, that the citizens of the United States
have ever claimed and {fuppmted. Lhough the
'WJ'O&’ ﬁ,.wad & convolvingdifpofitions of the great

body of the people were (ollwfted in ‘¢ an ark
of covenant” eltablithed by the confed.ration,
the organ of which (the continental Congrefs)
ftood an Apollo of wifdom, and a coloflus of
ma;efty,and i nels ; though thezrjxa'ﬁ C1oUs nee
gociations with foreign countries, aided and ac-
celerated the final fuccefs ; muwh the fingular,
and fuccellive captures of the Biitith Henxibals,
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Burgoyne and Cornwallis, comprife a conftella
tion which adorns our hiftory, and gives rank
to the American name among military nations :
tho’ it be a fact that more than eleven thoufind*
of our brave countrymen, in difeafe and famine,
breathed their laft on board the Jerfey prifon-
thip, whofe bones, for years, lay whitening in the
fun, on the fhores of Long-Ifland : tho’ the blood
of our citizens, murdered in inexorable cruelty,
after furrendering, and while fupplicating mer-
cy, vet ftains the fite of T'ort-Grifwold, & cries
from the ground in execration to the name of
Arnold : though many of our populous towns,
ravaged, and defpoﬂed by every device which
abandoned mercenaries could invent, are yet
mournful mementos of the days of your adver-
fity : though the foul & dingy features of Britifh
abominations, in projetts of fubjugation and
fervitude, rife up in cloudy gloom on every fide :
though all thefe are diftin¢t topics, a minute deli-
neation of which would extorttears of unrivalled
refentment, and renew the emotions, by which
eur Independence was fupported ; too much
crowds upon the view to allow them the timne
they would require.

Such, fellow-citizens, 1s a feeble and im-
perfett {ketch of the principles, and the opera-
rions which conduéted to our National Indepen-
dence ; diltinguifhed above all others, the day
we are aflembled to celebrate ; and held a radi-
ant courfe to its final acknowledgement by that

* Ramfay’s Hiftory Vol 2, page 285,
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Power, which in loity menace, and arrogant al-
fumption, firove to reduce us to the vile condi-
tion of vafflals. It has been ufual on this occa-
fion, to idolize certain charaers, and to wing
the envenomed fhafts of detradtion againfl others.
To ftigmatize men who ¢ deferve wel! ot their
country” with illiberal epithets, and to breathe
upon their virtues the corroiive {ublimate of
mcditated calumny ; while proftitution and
fraud were winked at, and encouraged. Buat it
1s a joyful hope which the events of this day in-
ipire, that the true diftin&ions will {oon be made,
when a mark fhall be fet upon the forehead of
vice ; when gilded pomp fhall no longer pafs
current for worth ; when falcon fancy fhall ceale
to quarry upon principle ; the temple of Janus
be clofed torever, and double minded duplicity,
pierced by the keen glance of deteflion, end its
carecer.  While the moft generous effufions of
the heart, in extacy of gratitude, prefent their
tender monitions in behalf of the paternal pat-
rons of /iberty, and plead that they may not be
torgotten ; more generalizing reafon, though
cqually ready to pay the tribute of thankfulnefs,
apologizes for the feeming neglett, by fuggefhng
the difhonorable connettion it would create with
thofe, to whom the rafthng tongue of adulatory
eli_qm.n- has fo oiten chanted fop‘nﬂxcated
prailfe. Live on then, ye venerable Futler
““and as ye move, our /mppi/zufs increafe’? Thou
eftulgent orb of philofophy. and model of recii-
tude, from whofe comprchenfive and Lar'«mmt
facumf»s the memorable inftrument procced:d,
ip waich cur Independence broke upon the
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world ; who lioldeft the moft diftinguithed flation
in the efteem of thy fellow-citizens and their
national council ; thou real Patriot, and friend
of man: To thee, as the faithful delegate of heava
en, do we look with animated hope, that thy
precepts, and thy example ; thy wauhfal carc,
¢ and allcCtionate concern” for the profperity
of the pmple whofe confidence has covered thee
with glory, will go far in the eftablifbment of
““ peace upon Farth, and good- will among men.”
Thy merits, and the merits of thole united wuh
thee in duty, and in principle; need not the ad-
ventitious aid of verbal perfpetive ; they will re-
ceive, from a free and enlightened people,
their appropriate reward, in filent fohloquxeQ of
unfcigned devotion.

However hopeful our profpets at the cefla-
tion of hoftilities, {till there were angry and
portentcus clouds refting upon the political hor-
izon. 'Though the veteran combatants, who had
ftudied woe, and threatened devaftation, were
withdrawn from our coaft ; and though it had
pleafed Divine Providence to difpofe the beart of
George the Thixd to forget all pa/t mifunder/tands
ings ; flill the anxieties of doubt, and the pains
of folicitude were not at an end. The bofoms
of our patriots yet throbed with apprehenfion,
and were more anxious in proporticn as they
had been fuccefsful. The fenfe of common
danger, which had comprefled opinion to one
cemented mafs, having pafled away, a relaxation
enfued, tecining with deftruttive confequences.
Thofe inducements by which their views were
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united in the attainment of a general objedt,
having, by the return of peace, ceafed to oper-
ate, illicit fpeculations of private intereft com-
menced, which threatened to tarnith the glory,,
and fruftrate the advantages which were enjoy-
ed and expected at fo favorable a termination
of the conteft.  Imbittered partizans were
watching with invidious eyes, and inflamed de-
fire, that their malignant predi¢tions might be
verified. ‘Their feverilh minds had dreamed of
wild difafters,as theythought,or affeted to think
that the people of America could not fuftain
their Independence ; but, after dathing againit
each other to mutual injury for a feafon, would
eventually implore the protcClion of fome Eurc-
pean power.

Such fentiments, and {uch examples fpread
like a peftilence, and, by a kind of irrefragable
influence, imprefled for a moment the citizen-
Jfeidiery, wholfe virtuous exertions, in every age,
are the belt defence of their country.  Obferv.
ing the conduét of many who had been officiouf-
ly confpicuous, they thought they faw a neglet
of the principles, for the maintainance of which
their 1trength and lives had been exhaufted.
Jealoufies arofe, and accultomed to the unequi-
vocal fpirit of the camp, a haity refolution had
well nigh proftrated their honor, which was.
endeared to them by a feries of {ufferings, thro®
which it had been preferved with increaiing
luftre. But the tutelar genius of a WasHiNG-
TON gave a better direction. The repofitory
of all that is good and great, he fpoke to them
In the name of Jberty, and they nobly {tifled
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fufpicion, refolving to {ave themfelves from
blame, and to fecure his approbation, which they
knew to be devoted to their chicf intereft—the
interelt of their common country. As in ’4s,
they had relinquifbed the tranquil walks of ru-
ral and mechanic occupation, and enlilted in
the troubled and tremendous {cenes of war; fo
in ’873, when the common good required it,

they were not lels ready to lay down the imple-
ments by which they had extorted jultice from.
their enemies, relying on the public juftice, and
the favor of heaven, for their further prote&ion.
and indemnity.

To behold a viCtorious army, breathing at
once, the noble ardor of the /o/dicr, and the am-
iable virtues of the c¢itizen, after avenging in
arms their country’s wrongs, returning from

¢¢ the ficld where war grows hot, and

Raging through the fky, the lofty trampet
Swells the madd’niag foul,”

and haftening with ¢ ineffable delight’” to regain
the ¢ blifsful feat’” of domeftic enjoyment, was
indeed, a magnificent, and a novel fpettacle, It
will ﬂﬂ"ord thro’ diftant ages, a refuge for our
hopes. It "holds high a fplendnd aﬂhrance, that
Amencan liberty, fortified by tke virtues of her
fons, will, in {pite of pious fraud,and political de-
luﬁon, endure forever. Whenever {lavery, arif-
mg from its bed of duft, clanks its rufty chdms,,
we fthall revert to the remumbrance,as a {hrine o}
infpiration, and a pledge of fafety.

While traveling, with the ftrength of ex-
peltation, along the arboured walks of fuccefsiul
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experiment, a laft impm tment came within tI"c
view. [t early occurreld that the ivﬂem of
old confederation was an imperfet org; szatxo'l

of the political energics, and ina: dequate to a fiate
of peace. Deviled on the § {rur of occafion, amid
the clathing of bayonets, & the {cent of {ulphur,
its pulfations were irreguiar and languid ; and
its financial arrangemsnts were not caicmafed to
meet the accumulated cluinis which pubm. ler-
vice had created. It becaaie IlCC-u&TV there-
fore, to fupply thefe defelts by a new, more
generalizing, and eflicient form. It expired
without a ftruggle; and t/ve neww Conflitution,
emerging from the willom of [ages, and adapt-
ed to our genius and condition, aifumed its vi
tality.

To call it good, ¢ woull be to pronounce
but common praife.”” Its eulogium, however,
muft confift in the berefits it procures for, and
the advantages 1t confers upon the people. It
was the emanaiion of their will, as delegated to
the convention which formedit: It was devifed
for their guardianfhip ; and under the difpenfa-
tions of a faithful adminiltration, I truft, 1t will
prove a fource of general happinefs, and fecure
to pofterity the rights which were redeemed
thro’ blood and flaughter. It itis fufceptible of
amendment, 1t provides the pcwer, which is an
important and primary principie of perfection.

Thus, fellow.-citizens, had we arrived at
what had been confidered the termination of our
iroubless When cach individual, in the purfuit
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of his rightful employment ; and in the enjoy-
ment of honor and confi lx_nce, rcfulting, not
irom birth, but from adlions, and the fenfe that
was entertained of them, might glide fmoothly
down the current of time, repeatm r benedictions
upon his country, and prailes to the wifdom and
the bravery by which it had been confecrated
the fan&uary of liberty, and the Canaan of pro-
mife and redemption. Exonerated from the
demands of a foreign defpot ; fecure from his
encroachments, and under the aufpices of chofen
inftitutions, it was, to be fure, the reafonable
hope, that, as a pecple, we might recline beneath
¢ the thadow of our vine, and fig-tree, and there
would be none to make us afraid.”” But the
advancement of {ocicty, like that of the mind,

muit, in the nature of *hmc*s meet frequent in-
terruprmns. The one compofed of adverle
paflions, alternately predominant, the polarity of
reaton {s often difturbed, and with difficulty re-
ftored. The other compoled of adverfe in-
tercils, fcltith, ftubbornp, blind and capricious,
unprincipled venality is an ealy tranfition. 1t
will not be forgotten, that the ample tide of royal
prctenﬁons, againft which the refources of the
continent were dircfted during the revolutionary
war, impreonated many of our mock patriors
with f"lltt:‘hn" pircicles, and almoft converted
them to diamonds. By a recurrence to the moit
intcrelting period of our national exiftence, we
difcern the fattered feeds of ariftocracyconverg-

11g to 2 poiat; and in the heat of ambition, and
the degenerate moifture of corruption, germi-
nating in manifold direCtions. They ¢ grew up
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Like a well watered plant ; thot deep ; rofe high,
»nd bid fair” to flourith in baneful luxuriance.
For the laft four years, it moved on in hkuge gi-
gantic ftrides,and with “‘bold {trokes,™ and lecret
machinations, threatened deftru&ion to every
opponent, and the utter {ubverfion of our char-
tered rights. Our conftitution wantonly and
wickedly violated : Our tongues hampered by
the ftale pretext of fedition : The pens of our
patriots prohxbvted Foreigners, who were pant.
ing for 2 mcment’s refplte from European con-
ulﬁons, forbidden our land : The lives of our
citizens facrificed incomplaifance toBritifh requi-
fition ; and, in the domineering round of uiur.
pation, our property invaded. Wiilingly, how-
ever, do we extend the veil of forgettulnefs, and
cover from remembrance enormities that are di-
vefted of terror. 1f they are refained in recol.
‘le&tion, icis with an affociate and charitable belief
that the prime agents were few, and, with all
their falcinaung deceptions, would have been but
folitary inftances of impotent iniquity, were it
not for the deluded vittims, whom their {pecicns
adroitnefs decoyed to their ftandard. With an
affcCtionate attachmenut to the virtuous of ouT
countrymen, who are “the falt of the earib ;
whofeintelligent ipirits, as from thecity of annﬂa,
have difcerned the precipice to whick we were
rufhing, and born independent teltimony againft
it : And with mutual congratui2uons thc righ-
teous reward of vnteu‘"rv, oy waich the ax has
Leen laid untc the root of chofe evils, we regard
their gracelefs fall with filent looks of difdainful
defiance. It ic a conlclation, {fuch as abforbg



( 2t ) ,

~ the fainteflt fymptom of rebuke, that the glowing
ardor of natural fentiment, tn the full convi&tion
of right and utility, has out-run the force and
influence of tyrants, and in fongs of triumph per.
vades the world.

~ Having haftily gone through a train of con-

fiderations which the occafion infpires as to the
paft ; let us paufe, and briefly reflet upon the
duties which the prefent enjoins.

By a fition of law, itis held that a King can

dd no wrong. But apart from the delufive fub.
tleties of fiction, it is an American principle, that
““ the woice of the People is the woice of God.’’
Colleétively {poken, it pronounces the equality of
right and the equality of juftice. The people are
in fa&.the fource of power ; the natural fove-
reign.. Conftitutional formsare derivations of
their will, to which, and to the neceflity of per-
manence, they owe their validity. Adminiftra-
tive agency-is but a delegation of that will, to
fpeak its nnderftanding and its intereft, and is
amenable for wilful tranfgrefiions at the tribunal
of its inquiry.. Whatever may have been faid of
the barbarities of fatien (by which I mean un-
lawful affociations, inimical to the general inter-.
eft ;)—however; in inflamed colouring, afcribed
to popular complaint ;—and though, in unbrid-
led ambition, it has been aflerted that this coun-
try could never be happy without an hereditary
Chief !'it is placed beyond a contradi@®ion that
JSaction has ever originated among thofe vaunt.
“ing and exclufive advocates of order, who clatim
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dxgmtles by birth, - and talents by -prefcription,
Hence the important truth, that watchfulnefs,
among the citizens at large, of felf-created, felf-
ftiled )retenders, is indifpenfable to. the prefer-
vation' of their liberties. -

The principa! departments of our general‘
government, fellow-citizens, have ru.,cntly ox
perienced a change of officers, Qur happy con-
ftitution, competent to its own prefe. vation, has,
in vital warmth and natural energy, freed itfeff
from the morbid matter that opprefled it, and
renewed its age in regenerated life. It is to be
fuppofed that the extended edorts of fuch gigan-
tic ftrength, will palfy, for a time, the fettled im-
pulfe of national tranfattions, more efpecially as
reformations and retrenchments are neceflary ;
and that fuch opportunities will be eagerly em-
briaced, by thofe inimical to your intereft, to cen-
fure and condemn. Watchfulnefls, therefore,
is doubly neceffary ; notonly of thofe who have
in charge the moft dear and valuable of your
interefts ; but of thole allo, who, in the rage
and bitternefs of difappointment, would rejoice
to blaft your ex.pe&auons. As ¢ the tree i$
known by ius fruit ;> and as a little time is re-
quired for its matunty, before it can be reafon.
ably judged of ;—let us not be teo hafty in pro-
nouncing upon the advantages, or difadvantages
of the changes that have been made; but con-
fidering that whatever they may be, they will
eventually come to the teft of truth and expe-
Tience, fufpel‘d,opmlon for a moment, and pro-
vide ourfelves with candor.
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In a Republican Government, (which is, inw.
deed, our moft valuable heritage) the will of the
majority is abfolute, In proportion as it is more
philanthropic than the will of an individual, or a.
feletted Ariftocracy, in that proportion we ef-
teem, and adore it. It 1s that for which our an-
celtors explored an inhofpitable thore : It is that
for which you have {uftained an eight years con-
flict again{t the formidable forces of Britain;
and which we have been taught to confider as.
the pailadium of our liberties.. Such will, an..
nounced according to. conftitutional forms, be-.
comes a firft principle of legal obligation, from-
which there is no appeal but to force, the firft
principle ¢ and immediate parent of defpc.ifm.””"
Hence an orderly, and peaceable acquiefcenc= in.
the will of the majority is a facred duty, which:
none will withhold who have at heart the happi..
nefs, and freedom,of all..

Relying, then, upon the virtuous of our-
countrymen, who have organs to difcern, and.
feelings to appreciate fincerity ; and that they,
will unite their exertions to preferve the harmo-
ny of fociety ; and in fupport of thofe who are
charged with its authorities, while atting for the
common good, we look fcrward to many, many,
days, and years of tranquil, and uninterrupted.
€NJOyment—— .

““ When all th’ oppofing elements of life
'The gales of rage, and harricanes of ftrife,
Shall ceafe, and waft our bark on filken fail,
And on life’s ocean one great calm prevail :

When mutual paflions mutoal charms fhall lend,
And each to each be Neighbor, Father, Friend)”’





