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MOST nations have had some event
in their history, which posterity has tondly
commemorated. The birth of a great ben-
cfactor, eminent deliverances from danger,
and the establishment of free systems of gov-
crnment have been the principal subjects of
national festivity.

The event which we are now convened
to celebrate brings with 1t a degree of mel-
ancholy pleasure. At the moment of re-
joicing for our present blessings, the mind
instinctively recurs to those afflictive scenes
which produced them. Perhaps the revo-
lutionary soldier, grown old m poverty and
bending with the weight of years, will this
day recount the battles he has fought, the
sufferings he has endured, and show his
scars, the reward of his bravery. Perhaps
to others it will call to recollection, a father,
“a brother or a friend, who has fallen 11 the
held of glory.  Yet itis often the wi.dom

-y ——
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of Providence to discover his favours to us
more strikingly by their contrast. The en-
joyments of health would scarcely be valu-
~ed, without the pains of sickness; and the
blessings of peace would be soon forgotten
without the calamities of war.

The history of the American revolution
1s one of the most interesting on record. It
cxhibits a people, small in numbers, weakn
resources, but of unyielding virtue, success-
tully contending with a nation, inexhausti.
ble in wealth and invincible 1n arms. Itwas
not the sudden impulse of pasmon, violent,
tumultuous, and momentary ; but it was the
result of cool and dehberate reason, united
with patient and persevering courage. This
grreat exploit, this glorious achievement will
form a splendid cra in the annals of our
Country, and cover the names of those by
whose valor it was accomplished with unta-
ding honors. Yes, Warren, Mercer, Woos-
ter and Montgomery ; though time shall
crumble the monuments which cover you,and
though the cypress and the willow, which
shade your ashes, shall fade, yet your heroic
virtues shall be faithfully recorded on our
memories ; and as long as the changing sea-
sons shall return us this anniversary, so long
will we cherish that freedom for which you

fell.
Nations, like individuals, seldom proﬁt by
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thie lessons of ezperience. This remark may
be justly applied to theUnitedStates. Though
we have had the benehit of all history 10 warn
and to mstruct us, and though more than
thirty years have now rolled away since onr
Independence, yet we have made no new dis-
coverics in the art of government, nor found
any new principle, w hich will perpetuate a re-
public. The question is triumphantly asked
by our enemies, can a republic long exist? and
the answer is sull returned, as long as there
1s suthcient virtue among the people.

The enquiry of wise and learned legisla-
tors has been directed, rather, to the estab-
lishment of national frc.,t.dom cn a permanent
foundation, than to the manner i which 1t
can be mercly attained. Lasy, indeed, would
1t be to give a people liberty. It is only to
give them the reins, without check and with-
out controul, and leave them to their own
guidance. But to forua free system ofgo*.r-
ernment, to give it firmncss .and encrgy,
guard 1ts constitution by a brazen wall, w hl(,ll
neither ambiton can overleap nor corruption
undermine, would require much thought and
deep reflection. Whether our own govern-
ment has these durable qualiues 1s an en-
quiry which deeply concerns us all. Per-
mit me then upon this occaston w enquire in-
to the principle of our government, its  a-
buses and the means of preserving it.
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Most pohiicians have considered virtue as
the first principle and main support of a re-
pubilcan government.  Virtue as applied to
povernment is defined the love of the laws
and our country. lThe ancient Greeks and
Romans supposed that virtue consisted mere-
v in personal bm\'cr), an ardent desire for
mlluarv glorv and a contempt ot death in the
service of the countrv.  But with usit com-
prises every thing which can exalt and dig-
nify the human character. It defines and
marks out our duties to oursclves, to others
and to our country. Itoperateswith asilent,
steady and universal influence hke the air
we breathe, turning the wide waste of despot-
Ism into perpetual bloom. It subdues the
herceness of pride and power, deadens the
blow aimed at national freedom, and confines
authority within the pale of social esteem.
Such 1s the great pillar which must support
our Constitution and our liberties.
~ Another principle of equal importance to
a tree government, but which, unfortunate]) :
scems not to be the fashion of the day, is
rcligion.. Not that enthusiastic zeal which
led Mahomet to bind the Last in fetters ; not
that moping melancholy, - which cloisters
its voiaries from usefulness and society ; not
that persecution, which sprinkles the aluar
and the God with blood ; but that milder

religion, which breathes ¢ peace on earth and
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¢ yod will to men.” Itwas thisreligion, wl 1
led our forefathers from the persecutions _x-
pericnced in the old world, and planted them
in the new. Itwas this religion, which -yp-
ported them under all thewr trials and .s-
tresses,among savages and in desolate plac-s.
It was this religion, which nerved the’: rm
i the revolutionary conilict, and procured
us that rich inhernance, which we now en-
joy. Strange indeed that infidelity and vain
philosophy should make perpetual war upon
that religion and those maxims which alone
can give and perpetuate national freedorm and
individual happiness.

It has been a very popular opinion with a
certain class of people among us, dictated
probably, more hy vanity, than prudence,
that frequent rotation in office is ti-e life of
a republick. Those who have no hopes and
no wishes of succeeding ‘o these offices, are
of a different opinion. Every office of im-
portance has certain forms and duties, which
requires experience to execute them with
correctness and dispatch. This expenience
can be acquired only by practice. Frequency
ot elections—-is a fruitful source of rivalry,
discontent, animosity, and mutual recrimina-
tion. It calls into exercise the worst of pas-
stons in the worst of men. It encourages
idleness and neglect of business in the poor,
and leads to flattery, sycophancy and bribery
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W2 the rica. The manawho wishes foran oflice,
¢ither 1o gratify his ambition or to protect
him from poverty, will court the sov ereign
people, as the parasite courts the minions of
the throne.  But it mayv be said that the nat-
Lral CONSCGRUCICE: of the lonq continuance of
nicin office 15 the abuse ot thew trust,. In
auswer to this it mayv be said, that the laws
have provided against every abuse of trust
f*‘om the Ezecutive to his lowest dependant,
and 1t 1s only o execute the laws, and the
cnl s removed.
These are some of the speculations, w hlch
result from the principle of our government.
'T'he abuscs,towhich our government is ex-
poscd, arc of two kinds. Those which are in-
trinsic and common to all republics, and those
which arise trom local causes. A republic,
more than any other form of government, is
fouinded in the opinions of the people. These
npinions should be governed by influence
andd persuasion, not by persecution.  In des-
potic governments the laws are few, simple,
and casily administered. Fix the seat of
power, teach the people obcd.lence, and the
W orL is donc. ~But to form™a frce govern-
ent, to temper together the opposite ele-
ments of liberty and restraint, to adapt the
laws to the various mutations and modifica-
tions of property, to limit the extent of power
in the ruler, and submission in the citizen,
s 2 work laborious and difficult.
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Ina government where opinions arc free
and spontancous as the light which surrounds
us, 1t 1s impossible that we should all agree
in the means to produce a given end. Hence,
in all free governments differences of opinion
have occasioned associations and partics,
which have becn governed by a spirit too
violent aand vindictive for the protection of
freedom. The spirit of party, to a certain
extent, may perhaps be beneficial, in as much
as 1t may guard the liberties of the people,
by imposing a salutary check upon power.
But when this spirit, instead of diffusing a
gentle warmth, calculated to nourish and in-
vigorate the growth of freccdom, i1s by con-
flicting passions blown into a flame, all that
we hold dear and valuable in society, is con-
sumed by the general conflagration.

Another cvil, to which republics are ex-
posed, arises from a blind attachment and
confidence in the supreme magistrate. Pow-
er, wherever 1t can be found, is the idol of
man ; and wherever placed, unless enclosed
by an impenetrable wall, will be abused. To
make a tyrant, it 1s not necessary to encircle
his brow with a diadem, nor to place a sceptre
in his hand, but let the gale of popularity
blow upon him, and whether he be Emperor
or President he can be equally a tyrant. Let
it not be understood, that distrust and jeal-

ousy, 1s to be encouraged :n the jcodle to-
o .
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wards achict magmistrate. Llet his authority
be defined, and lot the laws, thus made, be
cheertully obeyed.  But the danger lies in
another gquarter. It 1s that this confidence
will enter the other branches of the legislature.
‘The moment this happens,and laws are made,
merely, beecause recommended by the exec
LV e, ah those checks and balances, w lmh
were designed to prevent the encroachments
of power, ire lost. Then commences a ty-
ranav, which no art can clude, no force
YESEI S

Perhaps one of the greatest errors, adopted
Ly cur government, has been the too casy
and trequent admission of iorugnerb to the
vights and privileges of nauve ciuzens. It
was undoubtedly designed, by their easy ad-
mission, to encourage the imigrauon of weal-
thy and respeciable persons, who when our
tunds were c¢xhausted by the expences of the
revolution, would circulate their property
among us, and give us all their expernence,
in the agncultural and mechancal improve-
ments in their own countries.  Butitis often
difhcult to stop atthe precise point desired.
'The greater part of those, who have come
among us, have neither added to our wealth,
by their property, nor corrected our morals,
hv their example. Too often, indeed, have
they been driven from their own countries,
by their poverty, or their crimes, and have
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Hed 1o our own shores, as the # sanctuary
tor distressed humanity.”  If in their own
governments, their minds have been howed
down by a rigorous tyranny, they have here
received an celastic spring, and passcd 1o the
other extreme.  But the evil has not boeen
confined to their czample. The moment
they touch the American soil, their minds
scem nsunctively tarned to the affairs of
government. Stealing, perhaps, from pillovies
and docks,those emblems of tyranny,a transai-
lantic voyage cleanses them from all theirim.
purities,and by some magic influence,they are
transtormed into genuine republicans.  Au
Athens, a stranger, who intermeddled in the
assemblies of the people, was pumshed with
death ; but with us, they not only frequently
decide an important election, but are raised
to high executive honours, in the cabinet
councils of the nation. In New York, where
hundreds daily arrive, it is not unfrequent
that a cargo ot these patriots is discharged
onc day, and tound at the polls the next. I
mean not to censure forecigners, indiscrimi-
nately. There are those among us who would
be an honour to any nation.

Extension of territory, whether obtained
by purchase or conquest, is always danger-
ous to the liberties ot a country.  I'he influ-
ence of laws, diffused over widely extended
dominions, like rays of light, proceeding from
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a centre, operate with less force, in propor-
tion to the distance through which they pass.
In the larger kingdoms of Europe and Asia
it will be fournd, that the people most remote
from the seat of power, have been the most |
impatient of controul, and have ecagerly flock-
ed to the standard of faction or revolt, when-
ever their interests or passions have guided
them. If this be true of people, under all
the terrors and apprehensions of exasperated
despotism, how much more is 1t likely to hap-
pen to the United States, whose territorics
are more extensive than the continent of
Furope, and the influence of whose laws to
the most remote inhabitants, 1s lost 1in the
immeasurable distance.

But the enquiry, which more immediately
claims our attention, is the means of preserv-
ing the privileges transmitted to us by our
ancestors. In order to preserve a free gov-
ernment it is necessary that its foundation
should be laid in the education, habits, and
manners of the people. ‘The excellence of a
government consists more in its adaptation
to the character of the people governed, than
in any intrinsic merit of its own. A mild and
limited monarchy would be as unfit for the
inhabitants of Turkey, as a republican gov- -
ernment would for France. On the other
hand, the United States, with their present
habits, and manners, would never submit to
any other government, than a republic.
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One of the first means of preserving 4 re-
publican government is a liberal system of
educauon, extended to evéry class of the
people.  Our early ancestors and their de-
scendants, fully realizing this great wruth,
with a spirit worthy their ezalted wvirtues,
opened those innumerable sources, trom
whence have flowed perennial streams of
knowledge, which have enriched both church
and state. Can there be found a people, n
the great map of the world, among whom
the means of knowledge have been extended
to the poor, as In New-England. @ Where,
but a few years since, forests echoed to the
yell of the savage, where tygers roamed and
raged, academies and colleges are now e-
rected.

But the danger to which all republics are
most exposed, 1s that they will relax the laws
and weaken the energies of government.
He who should assert, that' republics have

been destroyed by too much energy, has not
~yet learned the first leters of his political al-
phabet. View their history from the earliest
period of time to the present, and it will be
found, that, without a single exception, they
have moved on, steady as time, and sure as.
fate to anarchy. The republics of Greece
and Rome began with the exercise of the
most rigid virtues, trained their youth to the
most severe discipline, and inured them to
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hardships and dangers. While these repub-
lics thus continued they werce happy ; but,
at length they began to relax, and were lost.
Hence, 1t necessarily follows, that that ad-
ministration, which 1s the most energetic,
consistent with the principles of the govern-
ment, 1s the best.

It 1s a political maxim, the truth of which |
1s established by the melancholy history of
subverted governments, that for a nation 1o
preserve peace, she must be prepared for
war. The passing events in Europe teach
us this instructive lesson, that treatics and
the laws of nations have no binding force,
when opposed to interest. The bonds of
national gratitude and obligation are imme-
diately sundered by the least breath of na-
tional resentment. Where has weakness or
submission protected a nation from the power
of the strong ? Switzerland seemed designed
by Heaven for the enjoyment of freedom.
Too weak to be feared as a rival, and too
poor to tempt avarice, she had continued, for
a long course of years, in the enjdoyment cof
freedom. Nature had formed her walls and
her bulwarks. For centuries she had con-
tinued virtuous, industrious, and brave, her
citizens, constitutionally, attached to her cus-
toms and laws. Yet these were unable to
preserve her. France, with her invading
armies, rushed upon her, and produced dis-
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tresscs, compared with which, the ordinary
calamitics of war are pleasures,

Although the United States may ncver en-
gage in an offensive war, yet we ought al-
ways to be prepared fora defensive.  This
must be done in one or all of three ways ;
by a navy, fortifications, or the militia of
our Country. |

Every commercial nation, hitherto, has
provided for the protection of its commerce
by a maritime defence ; but it was left for
the wisdom of the United States to discover
the cheaper exzpedient of leaving it 19 protect
itselt.  ¥rom the wars in Lurope, the nanve
enterprize of our citizens, with many local
advantages, we have increased in wealth,
population, and national importance bevond
any former example. 'There is not a sea so
small where a sail can be unfurled, but our
vessels have entered 1t ; not a mart so ob-
scure, where trathc could be found, but it has
been improved. F¥rom the equatorial heat,
to the frozen regions of the poles, the ocean
has been white with our canvass; and com-
merce, w-h a stcady and unceasing flow,
in ten thousand channels, has emptied her
wealth on our shores and in the treasury.

--With a few inconsiderable exceptions the
whole expences of our government, directed
‘0 S0 many objects in a country so widely ex-
.ended, has been derived from this source.
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Yet {cliaity, how transient! Our commerce
1s now swept from the ocean, in a moment
of successful industry, by our own voluntary
act. The hum of business and the smile of
content is changed to the murmur of disap-
pointment and the gloom of sorrow. Is this
to be the end of our boasted Independence !
Could we in our infancy, without arms and
without resources, oppose the mighty power
of Britain, and shall we now meanly shrink
at her frown, or.become the submissive in-

struments of any other power?! Have we
rnot forests, have we not mechanics, have we
not wealth, and freemen, to render ourselves
powerful by sea or land ? Yet like a corrup-
tcd body, our vessels are now the food of
worms, and our Navy-Yards are sient as
the grave.

The United States must expect to support
themselves by their own strength and re-
sources.  If we lean upon any foreign pow-
er, whether England or France, 1t wall prove
a broken reed. Selfinterest, that great spring
of action, governs nations as well as indi-

viduals ; and to remain friends, we must
show the power of being no inconsiderable
encmies.

From the great extent of our sea coast and
the expence of fortihcations, 1t cannot be ex-
pected that this mode of defence will guard

us in cvery part. There are, however, points
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in which it may be necessary.  Our  cities,
from a long coursce of mdustry have arisen
to a high degrec of wealth,and unless detend-
ed, arc only lures to plunderers and robbers.
In case of war, they are exposed to all the
calamities, which avarice can mvent, or rc-
scntment impose.  As these cities have con-
tributed most to the support of government,
they have a night, nay, they. should demand
protection.

We, Fellow Citizens, arc now living in 2
period of time, to whizh there has been no
parallel.  Probably posterity, as they turn
over the pages of history, will pausce with as-
tonishment at that, which records the events
ot the presentday. When France struggled
to free herself from those oppressions, im-
posed upon her by along and arbitrary mon-
archy, the United Siates, secured in their in-
dependence, hailed the twihight which an-
nounced the approaching day ot rational
frecedom. But our time of rejoicing was
short. The rage of rctorm was not to be
controuled. A malignant and pestilential phi-
losophy spread over the whole French nation.
'T'he sabbaths were by a national decree an-
nthilated ; her temples of religion plundered
and razed to the ground; her priests, con-
demned to butchery,or escaping from slaugh-
ter, fled to th= four corners of the earth,with

no protection but the blast which howled a-
C
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round them. Her armies, holding 1in one
hand the sword and in the other 2 comniis:
sion for universal extermination, traversed
through Holland, Switzerland, \ enice, the
Italian States, through every countrv where
liberty could be hunted.  Amid this contus-

ed scene of butchery and conquest, appearcd
a genius * nurtured in the clouds and crad-
led in the storm,” who commanded her ar-
mies and reduced miserv to a system. ¢ With
an eve thatnever winks and a wing that nev-,
er ures,” he aims at universal dominion.
Scarce has thought been more rapid than his
victories.  Nauons have fallen betore him 1n
~a dayv. \What people has he promised to
protect, which he has not destroyed ¢ What
treattes has he not violated ? * Cursed e
his anger for it is fierce, and his wrath for
1t is cruel.”  Brave sons of Sweden! hardy
as the soil which rears you ; you will defend
vour King and Country while you have a
drop of blood in your veins, or an_inch oi
ground for your sepulchres.

Since the American Revolution the United
States have not seen a day of more gloom
than the present. For many years past we
have been cropping the rich harvest of neu-
trality, industry, and enterprize. QOur neu-
trality is now endangered, our industry left
without an object, and our entcrprize has no
ficld for action. At this time of gloom and’
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doubt, anxicty and distress, we must look to
the militia of our country, to you, *soldiers,
for protection.  Born as you are in a land
ot freedom, and estimating the high value of
liberty by real enjoyment, should any foreipn
cnemy invade our Country, your breasts
must be our shield, your-arm our strength.
The spirit of honourable emulation in this in-
denendent corps, united with the zeal, patri-
otism, and disunguished liberality ot those
officers of this Regiment, mow in command,
as well as those who have reured, if extend-
ed through the Country, would present an
effectual barrier against an invading enemy.
What a support must it be to the drooping
spirits of our country, whata smile of joy
will 1t light up on every countenance to be-
hold such a soldiery and such a defence.
Inumately connected with this subject and
this occasion,is the name of thatillustrious he-
ro who led our armies to victory, and presided
over our national councils. Let us recall the
deep anguish which he felt, when with an
army, dispirited, deserting, half clothed, cx-
posed to the severities of cold and hunger,
he was detending our liberties, and securing
our mdependence. Let us catch a portion
of that rapturous joy, which he must have
felt, when he had borne the toils of the rev-

* The commiflioned and non-commiflioned officers of the New-

buryport Regiment, with the ¢ Wathington Light Infantry’’ were
prelent.
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olution, and had hungup his armsin the ha§
of his ancestors,he was called to preside over
a people, who with one united voice ex-
claimed, * our peace, our satety, our f{rec-
dom, we owe first to God and next to you.”

Let us treasure up in fond remembrance
that kind benediction which he left us in his
legacy. ¢ May heaven continue to you the
choicest tokens of its beneheence.  May
your union and brotherly aftection be per-
petual. May the free constitution, which is
the work of your hands, be sacredly main-
tained, and 1ts admimistration, in every de-
partment, be stamped with wisdom and vir-
tue.” |

Let that hittle *band of youthful soldiers,
which has united with us in this cclebr..mon,
remember, that honour and virtue is that
crown of real glory, for which they should
contend. May they go on in their patriouc
exertions ; share their country’s love, and 1n
riper years prove her defence. And when
wehave all renewed our vows of union, pat-
riotism, and independence, on the Altar of
{reedom, and invoked the spirit of Washing-
ton for our guidance; let us return. And
should peace bless our borders, we will be
the happiest of nations ; or should we be
doomed to experience the horrors of war, we
will meet it with an impenetrable tront—the

breasts of a free people.

* A company of lads, from fifteen to eighteen years of age, ap-
peared in complete uniform, with their arms.



