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And on the other hand, the depravity and ingratitude of
the human heart ; for no fconer were our fathers fettled as
a colony than they became unmindful of the goodnefs
of God to them; and difregarding the natural inalienable
nghts of their fellow-men, proccedcd to exercife the fame

‘piritof religious intolerance as that from which they fied,
by eftablithing an ariitocratical hierarchy in religion.

‘The great fource of human knowledge is experience ;
and from that we are taaght, thofe who are bred in flavery

ecoms the greateft tyrants when poflelt of power; but
thofe who are carly educated in the true principles of liber-
ty and equal rights feldom fal to promote, as far as cir-
cumftances will admit, the fame through life. But the {pirit
of intclerance has greatly fubfided ; and the true principles
of liberty and equal rights are better underftood ; for the
Lord hath done great things for us.

The rapid increafe of our nation raifed the jealoufy of 2
powerful enemy, whofe dominiors lay upon our northern
and weftern frontier; and forming a chain of hoftility
from the Gulf of St Lawrence to the Miflifippi, and like a
flood determining to fweep all before them to the fea. But
the Lord who hath done great things for us, heard cur
cries, and afforded relier—He led forth our undifci-
plined troops to battle ; taught their hands to war and their
fingers to fight; ard crowned their arms with viftory and
fuccefs.

And when the great, the important crifis drew near,
that this growing empire fhould rife to freedom and inde-
pendencc, the Lord was pleafed to raife up the favorite
fons of liberty, to efpoufe our injured caufe. Amongft
the renowned and venerabie charalters which adorned our
illuftricus revolution, we beheld a Franklin, whofe talents
were  unnvalled as a philefopher, a moralit and ftatef-
man; who boldiy flated our rights, and nobly defended
our caufe before a court of chaplains, the cringing peers
and flattering parafites of George 1L of Britain.

Aifo, a Randeiph, &« Hancock, and a Taurens, who Ied the
way to cur ficedom and independence,  The fize of
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erica, the hero of the worid, the friend and d.-fenler
he rights of man, tie illuftrious WasHINGTOY, appear-

1 the circle of Amervican patriots.

dis wifdom and patriotifim, his ei ergy and forutude con-
{.. uted him at once the man and the general; under the

“eftion of a fuperintending Providence, he led forth our
ant armies to the hield, where by his nolicy and {&ill he
“iciplined his troops, and defeated his enemies.  And
- hen we faw that no accommedation could take place, con-
ent with the henor, dignity and rights of the people, we
+ ¢ve as a nation called to repel force by force, and by our
. prefentative council to declare our mnational independ-
_ace.

This great event which we are this day met to commem-
“rate, together with our revolution, which was accom-
plithed by fo many aftonifhing interpofitions of divine Prov-
‘dence, invites our attention ; for furely, the Loid hath
done great things for us.

It was a favorite method of inftrution with the Jewith
fathers and prophets, to recur to the hiftory of their na-
tion, toancient events, and allo to {uch as teok place ina
period cocval with themfelves, 1n order to excite a correi-
pondent gratitude, and a {pirit of religious ceedience n
the breaits of the people. The prefent time will not ad-
mit of afulland extenfive difcuflion of the many importan
events by which our revolution was accomphithed ; but we
fhali attend to fomething of that nature, asa fuhicét cf
prefent inveftigation.

The divine conduct towards Amcrica has made a very
di%tinguithing figure in the hiftory of providence. With
what a {urprifing progrefs did we flep up to rank and im-
portance, amongft the nations ? The mere mun of this
world may confine his atiention iu this matter to our free-
dom and indcpendence, with all their confequent advanta-
ges; while the man of real religion entertains more neble
thoughts, he views it as defigned by the Lord to advance
the caufe of Chriltin the world ; and as an important {tep
towards bringing in the glorious mitlanniem.  Larly did the
American revolution extead 1ts falutury 1afluence o Giftant



s d

=
o

e N T O U TR 3
!~ Y <y LY d \‘ N . l:k\ \r sq\'.\,zln'- :‘- \\) YIS \L!“ ::ll\.r\‘:‘\.,
- - . - » .
aud eede i ol s of Biberty better undorftood thiin

- -

'l~. \": SRS N e - M . ~e .\"‘ t . vale ,' " .~ - - .-y N - Y *
QeSO 0 v o eontdinderea \y tts, as oOoud (lPlt.h

» - ESEEN . - M < 3 . b . s =
RO 2T N o o e bealt, A yroat '\!(‘Ql’tt 0§ hght
~
" A . N ‘ . - -4‘ .t .- “': : i\ \ :v‘ - =
{foon vr - oo Lae !‘.u\.s o f'..;“uit.'..\ 0 ae eranee .lllxi
- NN .‘ - - ° - . h ? ISR -’_- b . b ... “. .
2 Polzer faered Racwiedee att b uluJ:t‘t!, n‘r.x v and
PO ) 4 ok Lot s * .
rneladt o wall be ocenrevedd DN are we tang ‘w tho
N .« t‘ - -
Crptred Arotticy “whom the Lord ihall deitroy b\ the ipl!‘-
- -~ - s » IS -
ot his mouth, and fRall contu ne by the Dnghtmas of

- -~

L comin
~s Sy v LY
srevarl thev wril, tihh the whols

Nty >
citov {Gai P

M : ‘: be - ;‘-~v! .'»‘ -.- - ! \-..' - ~ N ww -\‘
carin m:m be fotol the Lnowladge of the Lond, aund ail

.\s zarrang and tmtl: prevail, isnerancee and

I" ,r

1; ﬂ‘?h‘\a‘; :31:: -:'::.‘d: e beit Wy of dcﬂrm‘inw SrToT 10
cavil fword, bdut to propagate the

‘e,

truti, s ot iu ™ }:~I 35 To ths wad a free wnteroourte

oo
-
-
» 4
v d
e -
74
“
’J
re
~
v,
<
v,
’,
lad
» ot
oo
4

e nations wos prectiary,

'!‘E‘.c diovory of the maZnet and art of na noation, have
not only b:‘:*! a means of cmxc}una the commesciat world,
bat of tpr».zdw x the bl ted "olpcl zhmuah the cartie. Jtis

-

higaly probable thern, that Americas roierved i iy the mind
of Jihoveh to be the grand theatrs, ou which he wil ac-
comriii the moit "Iorious cvents.

t

we xrhoan e oa' s A rarral m* e 1' Yuht f ‘}‘r‘ hoa
b va \‘-.~\.. ‘\‘\ [P RV Sy “sp s \at\ . ~ . C T Qi Ul-

Yoyl e I S | o xR PIYYeEs [nrere AP griye
t!"* AL udN IS YR il ;1 W T\ CI\ ‘LI\{ I t"\{’ A!‘. t&&\ A-A:\‘ {.\‘k:‘

~er DO U E TR I O ~ B «

cttvin Groos o s when we reffeet onthe ditatters and

ronls v exnentenced, when fuwirounded with teencs of
3 - -

1‘-\‘““”: and devatt tlon———aur towns lud i athes by a bar-

- -

ur fathiers, brodeen and Dons theghrerad by

-
\'\\ ‘..--.\v’ - 1 ca .‘ v~ N~ e k . } S . s s$e Ve
il l e oy R3O TSI SO0 Y l‘ ln P. Mis=— i1t aul W \l\)!t. Il.Lr.L‘J

.
-4
’

’

’

AR N - s - L_JEN - -
trexchery, andenntem i\ 5

) ]
when our lihertic o our country andeven hife wiclt sughe

ut i
ve d e ang tasubt—and contrait it with the glortous
iz o7 poacy, v mt acknowicdge the provous inter-
ranoc ol Godyoand fay, the Lord hath e | Sroan thngs
for vs. Ionv be deormed enthubiadlic, bue amv dir n.‘;l'
pemiiaded that He wao S at dhe kol of Lisown mord!

- v - -~ ' . -
FRIREE cenn i w . Y oae . “ s 4 . ~® 3 . 3 .o ~ b S &
’P\'u-g>mx Z\’ \&il\l }'\ .h\\‘ !sAC l\\i’.\‘s LN s'-l\ ::l\\r&\?, \"\:r-
e



7 1
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taled our atfuirs, in the councl and in dic fiddd, for the
purpofc of fpreading ' he, ancreating kpewledye, and
diffufing the true principles of hberty in the world: and
that the divine conduc: ewards America s held unin prov-
wdence to 2l ratior: s a ipwamen of the kind regard of
the Lerd 1o the hbsriy of man. For we belield a tyrannical
and mercilefs enciny, envroaching on ocur froutier, and
fomctimes penctruning chnelt to the heart of our ceunuy,
brought te fuc for peace, and alk our pardon.

Amengft the varous blefings which the Lord hath con-
frred upen us as @ matwen, we may tate our independence
and peace, as irrft e vank of tenyporal mercics.  Qur anni-
veriary this day brings to my mind the prophetic obfervation
of Ifar. Ixvi. S, * Shall the earth be made to bring forth
mone day; or fhall a nation be bern at once ™ By atlerting
our indeperidence, we threw off a foreign yvoke of tyrannical
oppreflion, and by maintaining the fame, we obtained puace ur
heme, and commanded refpect abroad.

Another favor which we received frem the kind hand of
the Lord, is that which f:w ranons ever enjoyed, which
was the priviiege of waking up government upen its furdt

to our fitwaton, and neft predullive of our public uitereit
and Juppuets. The government of the United States,
favs Patev, approaches ncareft to the focial coempadi o
any that hittory can furmth.  Upen astimparial examisi-
tic of our condtizution, we find it the beft calculated for
prometing the happiefs, and preterving the lives, liberty ard
property of the owtizens of any yet recorded n hiktory.
Liberty s here preferved in the cuitedy of the people. It
witely guards aguint anarchy and confufion en the oue hand,
and againit tyranny 2nd eppreflion ea the cther. It is frum-
cd wpon an eatenfion ¢f civil and reliztous iiberty, unnvalled
in any other country.  The facred nights of confcience arc
{0 fecured, that no cittzen can be nurg, moleficd or reftrain-
ed, in his perton, hberty or eftate 5 for werthiping God,
m the manier and {cefen moflt agreeable to the dictates of
his confeience=or {or his relizicus protefiion or {entiments.
Itis much to be deitred that the conititution and itatutes of
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every ftate were ftri€tly conformable in all ecclehaftical af-
fairs to the federal conftitution.

How fhould this confideration of perfect freedom and
equal privileges in religion, endear our conftitution to our
citizens, and induce them to reverenceit ; and not only to
fubmit to it, but to love it in 1its nature and adminiftration,
and regard it with a veneration and aifection like that which
prevailed at Sparta, and at Rome.  We may then {ay, happy
pcople, whole lot 1s fallen tc them in pleafant places, and
who have fo goodly an heritage.

Happy people! if we have wifdom and virtue to improve
aright the advantages we now enjoy.—=3lefled be the moft
high God, who hath viiited and redeemead his people, who
hath called them to liberty, and granted them the blefhng
of peace and of a free government.—-We are confirained
‘o fay, furely this is the Lord’s doing and it is marvelious
m our eyas.  With the profoundef: gratitude let us as a’
people, bow the knee to th: great Arbiter of nations,
who has given us fuch a diftingui/n:d lot among the inhabi-
tants of the earth. “ Since the world firft exified, fays
an engenious traveller, {peaking of America, no people
ever had a more folemn charge committed to their hands,
as the welfare of millions for ages to come, refts on the
perievering virtue of the preilent generation.”

America ftands, in the earth, I'kc tue fun in the heavens,
the center or light, and the wonder of an admiring world
feel the influence of its rays. Here opprefled humanity
will ind reft—rtortured virtue and exiled worth, will take
sefuge from every quarter of the oid world.

Another faver I will mention, 1s our naticnal profperity.
One blefling generally introduces another, and this is the
coniequence of peace and a {ree government.  Our {words
are now turned into implkements ¢ hufbandry; and our
{pears into pruning hocks. Our ihips initead of carrymng
the engines of deltruction, are now fraught with the
bounzies of Providence, and convey to us from various parts
of the world, the peculiar treafures of kings and their
provinces.  'The wealth of the earth, and the riches of
the {vas, are profulely poured into our laps.  But, gentle.
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men, are we not by an abufe ef thefe, in danger of being
depriv.d of them? While fome are fcreening hemfelves
under the banner of republicanifm, who would run into
anarchy and confufion, others arc mauifeiting the bafe
Jewith temper, and are for going back aguin into Egvpt; to
put their necks under the galling yoke of Britith tyrunny.—
If having eaten and become full; having built goodly hout
¢s, and dwelt therein, and having onr dilver and goid,
and all that we have greatly multiplied and increafed—-
inftead of being thankful for thefe blefinos, and tempe-
rate in the ufe of them, webccome prefumptuoudly lified
up, and forget the Lord our God: if while we enjoy the
higheft degree of political liberty, and tempcral profperity,
we are not a virtuous and rehgious people, fhall we not
provoke the moft HIGH to withdraw thefe favors, and pour
out his judgments upon us, and empty us from veflel to
veflel ? If inftead of prallifing that righteoufnefs which
exalteth a nation, we indulge a fpinit of difcord, pride,
popularity, and felf exaltation, whatan army of evils wili
of confequence follow; and thofe very blefings, becoms=
the greateft judgments.

There is doubtlefs no greater external blefling enjoyed
by a republic than that of civil government, founded upon
juft and impartial principles : but we muft remember that
to manifelt our attachment to a republican conftitution
and government, is to love a republican admniftratio ..
I efteem civil government as a legacy bequeathed by God to
man ; it is the guard of our lives, the fecurity of our pro-
perties, and our protection from {raud and injuftice, from
rapine and violence. The advantages of a free government
peaceably and harmonicufly enjoyed, are blefiings fo rich as
to exceed calculation—but thefe bieflings are often {oiled,
and our beft enjoyments of this nature corrupted and {poiled,
by the fatious and tyrannical {pirit of man; aswe often
find from hiftory and expcrience, that many are poilclt of
a jealouty which is ungrounded, petulent and unreafonable,
and the bane of public happinefs.  And this is moft gen-
erally found among two clafics of men.  Onc is difappoint-
ed feckers or affice hunters, who are cver finding fuult with

B
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government, becaufe they are not in place; no public
meature is right, becaufe they had no hand in adopting it.
The other fort 1s found among perfons in the lower walks
of life, men of honeft minds, but uninfornied in athairs
cf governmest, they become prejudiced by the inceffant
declamations of the former clafs, who take advantage
of their ignerance and blow up their minds with a jeal-
culy that thar rights are in danger-—that their rulers are
plotting to aggrandize themiehves upon the ruin of the
Liberties of the people. Tt s evident that fuch a fpirit is
prductive eof great michief 0 a community.

We often expenence the great mercies of (he Lord in
affiction, to puniih cur nation for their pride, baughtinefs
and populanity. God fuffered us, for a little while patft,
to fecl the weight of heavy taxes, and the burden of a
ftanding army, which was impofed vpon usin a time of
peace; to experience Hie evil of a fedition Law, and an
alien bill.  But the Lovd who hath done great things for
us, hath reveried the feene 5 the «verruling hand of his
providence hath regulared and {5 @vpofed the great council
of our matien, to act upon the cal.i: snd peaceable fpiric
of republican priveiples, thai our o vy widl yet fhine as
ihe glory of theworld, the eunfign of pcace, the nurfery
of arts and {ciences, the theare of frecdam and fiberty,
2l a refuge of protection for oppreded Luncamty.

Gentlemen, we have new a bnght ftar in the preirden-
al chair, which arefe in the e of Bntith tyrannical
darknets n ourcountry, wheie brilhant rays of republican
fight dawned over our lind, and illuminated the minds
cf cur canzens, and infpired them with the love of free-
dom, and with ardor and zeal for cur independence and
liberiy—wheic eminence has been difziaved as a ftate and

toderal counidellor, as a foreign envov—a fecretary of ftate—

a prelident of our fenate, and tew 3s the fupreme exceoutive
of our n2tion.

We have then the happineis of {ceing at the head of cur
fedenal governiment, a gentleman of whote abilities in the
andvows and wnpertant tience of govaerrma—ot whote

paisretim and fove of hibery, of whete integnty and up-

\
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right intentions, we have had long expenience. That dit-
piay of wifdom, fortitude and magnaniumuy, joined with
the moft unremitting attention and perfeverance, maniictted
in the virtuous ftrugyle, to obtain and {ccure our indpend-
ence, muft place his excelisncy in the rank of thofe worthy
patriots who have diftinguithed themielves as the defonders
of the rights of man, and the emment fervices he has ren-
dered to our country over which he now prefides, as well
as his virtues and liberality, add a luftre to his charaller.

leticd be God, that we have fucha man at thehe!lm of cur
nationzi government, who hke a wite and well imformed mar-
incr, with forutude and tkill, caim'y fteers our pohtical
fhip fafe, as we cheaifully hope, through the cenvuifive
florms of calemny cnvy and reproach, avoiding the gulf of
anarchy, and fuiling far fiom the fatel rock of tyramny and
ictpotiim.  Who, when he s reviled and intdious attemprs
are mads to fully his private charatter, aud leads of feur-
nlous abufe and impoiition 2i¢ thrown upon his public
adminiftraiion, he does not return the complinent ; bus
hike the fteady fun in the firmament continues to fhing, and
diipel the mifts of errer, 2nd {moking fogs of anftocracy,
generated by the devorees 2nd {ateliites of tyranny and
o'ﬁ"-otlim.

Mav the benevelent Being whe prefides over the univer f
eadue our werthy p.c.ﬁc.e:‘.t with witdem from on hig
give him knowledge and diferetion,—and enable him faie
tuliy to difcharge the wportant dutics committed to his trit
and cover his head, 1 the day of battle and war, and

nake him a bleilicg i his day and generatien, o his
country, and the world of mankind.  And {o difrale him
andd cur nation to a might excrcite of mind, and w0 a kb
improvement of the geeat bierings we cnjay, o v may
glonity the Giver,—live peaceabiy o ot rry—=—cniv happi-
nets in tine,— (1! ud the meafure of our davs with ufeful-
nefs,—and firally receive the reward of a bleifcd immortality
in that kingdom  which 15 unfading and full of glory.

Another and moit important blethng, which I muft note

¢ this time, which the Lord hath ¢or orred uren our na-
uon, s the plonious rovelation oi }eius Chuit.  Thisis

3
o

)
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4 Llzlong of bicfagzs, as it comprifes God’s word and
goefpel, and nonifefts his law.—ft is 2 blethng as it has
God for its nuthor and fupperter 5 truth and righteoufnefs
for its arnicur, and! heaven for ats end. It is a bleflng, as
it poifefies thet hervenly winfluence and  power divine,
which fubdues the heart, redifies the will, and rcnews the
fubjects of its divine impreflion in the Jpinit of their minds
torms men for fociety and ufefulnets in time, and 1s that
alone which prepares them for happinefs in the kingdom
oi heaven. When we contrait the ftate of many natiens
with that of cur own, what a great ditference appears ?
Rany of them are not m.!:; dedtitute of revelation, buz alte
of literary knowlkedge, ol the arts and fciences, and are
even incapable of making a natl or a hatchet.  Bu: the
Lord hath done great things forus. He ke th given us his

revealed word ﬂw our counfel and infts uction, and for the
sule of our faith and prachice ; o that we are not left to
tae traditions of origin, or to the decrees of the pope,

L

king nor pariiarmicni, nor o our own counciis of fate fur
direction 1n the great affairs of our fouls.  Dut we have a
more {ure word o‘ prophecy, to which wz fhall do well to
take heed. Bleticd b\. God, his word came not from man,
nor by the will of man; but hely men of old fpake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghott.  The dottrine of
God’s word s fuperiatively glorious. It reprefents the
chivine character and majefty bsyond human conceptior,
s a belig infinite in holinefs, rroodnet\ and iruth; tmpar-
tial ang nflexible in hes Juftics, and poileifed of that wif-
dom which is as infinite as the moments of eternity---and
:hat power wnich no obltacle can obftruct—-being at cne:
the eftvnce of fpint and matter-—the mora! governor oi th:
umverfe and  the ftandard of mornal perfec Qion.

Again, 1t informs us what man was when recen® irom
tre hands of his Muker, and portrays s characterand ieast
 his depraved flate of apeftacy-—affords us the knowiedg:
¢ a Saviour, completely adequate to the divine purpof,
atd fuch a ene as finners necd—rteaches us cur infuthcien-
cy and our dependence upen Ged--recomrerends faith and

-~

rpentance, humihation of heart, ancl contriion of {7
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before Juhovah, and the practice of picty and mers! iriue
in our lires, as the enly preparcnion tarcugh which we fhi
recr with the approdaticn of cur Judpe av the Lt (v
The glorous religion of Chrit and his yo pely are Methings
of a {piritual rature, and fail not under the puriordence
of civil authoney.  * My kingdom faith the great Rudeen.
er, 1s not of this werld.”™ I forms no alianees with the
Kingdoms and itates of this world ; bu:, probably contains
fubjects m ail of them, and where its divine influence ~x-
tends an:d opperates upon the hearts of men, it takzs away
the bars of prejudice from diffenting minds-—lcals unhappy
divifrons—-unites centending partics-——ciiocds fove, peacs and
harmeny, and thuts out everv difcordant nete.  This reli-
gion enzbles us whiis we enjoy the wemponl blellings of
providence, wifelv to improve thom, and although it docs
not beitow cxternal bleilings, vot it qualities us rightlv te
enioy them. (O cher, thut this wehgion 1 1ts fpine, love
aud power, was inplmnted i the hearts of all eur aitizens.
Iow wouid 1t humbdic us under a icnic of our ingratitude
to the Moft High, for the grear favors we enjoy, and enable
us to break off our fins by nghteoufnetfs, and our mniquitics,
by wming to God. Indeed firs, there appears to be nething
wanting te complete our charactor and happinefs, and eniedt
peace, harmeny and 2 geod underitanding among us as a
people, but the ipirit and temper of the gotfpel and prac-
tice of that rcligion, which is not 2 nominal piece of hy-
pocniiv-—-a flate trick—2 court intriguc-—or 2 chimerical
wle, but a divine realirv. -

With many fvors we bave enunwernated, we weuld net
forget education, bur vicw it as one of the great bleihings
witich the Lera hath beitowed vaosn us, as that which cul-

wates e mands wnd  dutmguithes the cinzen from the
tavame.  Put cur Lt tnis day will net permit uws o
maks cujogivwis on s fabject.

Finaliv, goatemwer, permit me, as a friend to order an!
geod governmernt; as a well wither to your immortal fouts,
your petionz a:ul charalters, to addrefs yoa on fome inrport-
ant aircumttatces whicn demand ecur attention this dav
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our advantages for kappinels are excecdingly great; a pro-
pittous God has with a liberal profufion poured his Sleffings
upen our land, has given us a name and dittin&ion among
the nativns of the earth. 'We are {pread upon a great con-
tinent; and, as Dr. ¥Frice obferves, “ W= make a world
within ourfeives.” Qur national character and credit are
daily niling, our refources are exten{ive and increafing ; ars
and manufactures make furprifing progrefs. Add to all,
‘we enjey the divine favours in the outpouring of the holy
fpirit upen our land ; the recent and refrefhing news of the
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdem in our fouthern
ftates, amimates the chnitian’s mind, and caufes his heart
tc clate with joy.

We recommend to you this day a rezl reformation of
heart, the iove of religion and pralice of moral virtue, as
the only mecans of zvoirding the judgment of God, and
healing the urhappy divifions ainong us as a people.  The
want of this, it muilt be acknewledged has the motit threat-
ing afpect upor our naticn.  The rapid progrefs of infidei-
1ty, cf licentioutnefs and {cepiiciim-—the difregard and prac-
tical contempt of the gofpel of Chrnit—-the torrent of im-
merality, profanens{s and impiety increafing among us,
exhibit a {ad prefege, if perfifted in, of impending mife-
ries on our land. It is in the raturs of things, impoflible
that it thould go well with a wicked people, who remain
impenitent and unrcformed.  Truth muit fail, and immu-
tability change, betore fuch an event can take place. For
this is the language of eternal truth,  Say ye to the right-
eous, 1t thall be wcll with him, for he fhall cat of the fruit
of his doings: but wee to the wicked, it fhall be ill with
him, for the reward of his hands thall be given him.”

Permit me to recommend to my fellow-aitizens, as we are
now met upon the imperiant occafion of celebrating the birth
day of our national independence, to let calmnefs, decency,
maoderation and a reipectiul behavior mark all your proceed-
ings this day ; that 2!l your deliberations and conduct be
fuch as will comport with the republican character, and the
honor of the chriitian name.  And let this be the ohje&d
of univerfal concirn, to teider again to the great Doner of
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all our blefings, according to the great benefits we have
received ; and let no indecent conduct profane, or lacivious
behavicr difgrace the charater of any one prefent: for
foon we all muft appear at the bar of the tniune God,
“ Who wiil render to every ene according to the deeds done
in the body ;” and to whom we muft account for this day’s
exercife, and for every idle word that we fhall fpeak. A
few more revolving funs, my brethren, will waft us into
the eternal world, and clofe our ftate of trial forever.
QOur different ftations here, @ur various focial connexions
will fhortly ali be done away. The period faft approaches,
when (according to the fcriptures) this world and all things
in it fhall be diffolved. When nature thall £all aflcep, time
expire, and death itfelf {hail die. Then kingdoms, ftates
and republics fhall be no more. 'The only happy colletive
body will then be compofed of the righteous and holy, to
the eternal exclufion of the ungodly and the finner: tac
former will be united in bands of heavenly friendfhip, but
in a far different manner of fociety from thofe on earth :
where they will fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament :u
that kingdom which thall never be moved ; there 2n end!:fs
circle of happinefs and yacreated joy eternaliy exifts ; ther=
1s that irheritance whic‘f 1s undcfiled, incorruptible 3nd
fadesh not away : which is provided by the infinite mercy
of God in a glorious Chnift for all who repent and believe
the gofpel. To which glorious and happy ftate, may we
all threcugh grace be admitted for the fake of Jefus our omy
hope.





